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Erin Baker, Marnie Syer, Cathy Gallagher, Rona Yardley and Lynne Newmaren, a group of friends enjoying a women’s week-
end in NOTL, spent Saturday afternoon in the VIP lounge at the Icewine Festival on Queen Street. (Penny Coles)

Popular lcewine
Village continues
this weekend

Penny Coles
The Local

The first day of the 2023
Icewine Village in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake couldn’t have
been better — the weather
was perfect, Queen Street
was busy, but not overcrowd-
ed, and it was evident people
were enjoying the icewine
and the experience.

Minerva Ward, presi-
dent of the NOTL Chamber
of Commerce and Tour-
ism NOTL, organizer of
the event, was thrilled with
the number of people who
turned out to enjoy the fes-
tival, and the vibrant, ex-
citing atmosphere of the
crowd enjoying the day —
the icewine, the fire pits, the
food and the music provid-
ed by George St. Kitts.

“I saw this band a while
ago, and I just knew we had
to have them for the festi-

Community grows with new arrivals from

Penny Coles
The Local

As the war against Ukraine
continues to rage, more and
more people, alone or with
families, are turning to Canada
as their safe haven.

The Folk Arts Centre in
St. Catharines, which tracks
and helps new arrivals to the
region, has seen about 500
Ukrainian arrivals in Niagara
since February 2022, who have
found homes in all corners of
the region, including Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

Emily Kovacs, executive

director of the centre, provided
some information to The Local
about the assistance they are
offering, and said they “have
noticed the number has in-
creased greatly from the end of
September” And there are like-
ly others they haven't seen.

Those who are arriving are
not, according to the federal
government, identified as refu-
gees. They are given $3,000 per
adult and half that for children,
and are not considered here
permanently, although some
have received a three-year
working visa.

They have come from var-
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ied backgrounds, made their
way to Canada under different
circumstances, and many live
in fear for those left behind.
Some plan to return home as
soon as it’s safe. Others, despite
missing family members, hope
to make a life here.

Shirley Madsen is a local
woman who, as regular readers
of The Local will know; has been
offering all manner of assistance
to recent arrivals from Ukraine.

Last February, as the world
watched the news and hoped
for a speedy resolution to the
Russian attacks on Ukraine,
Madsen and others in Canada

began looking for ways to help.
Her first thought was to find a
way to send money, and she de-
vised a website to sell sunflower
seeds, the Ukrainian national
flower, as a fundraiser.

But when it was evident
there would be no quick res-
olution, and more and more
people began fleeing to Can-
ada, the need became one of
finding homes, household
items, clothing, food and even
jobs for those settling here.
Some Ukrainian churches be-
gan organizing food and cloth-
ing drives, and a Help Boutique
opened in St. Catharines.

The Folk Arts Centre in
St. Catharines also geared up
to help, and now has language
classes at several levels and
many services to assist new
arrivals, including six Russian/
Ukrainian-speaking volunteers
to help deliver those services.

Madsen has become a local
source of assistance for several
Ukrainians who have settled in
town and in the region, her daily
life transformed by a schedule of
who needs a drive to an appoint-
ment, to Newark Neighbours, to
shop or to a job interview.

She gets calls from people
who have items to donate that

val,” she said. “They’re per-
fect for this kind of event”

The Sparkle & Ice Gala
which opened the festival
Friday night was just as suc-
cessful, she added.

There were more people
on the street Saturday than
Sunday, Ward said, and the
crowd was “a little more en-
thusiastic. I think the crowd
enjoyed the Saturday band
better”

A couple of the sculp-
tures were damaged and
won't hold up for next
weekend, she added. “The
snow started out nicely but
ended up being a rain-snow
mix, so not the nice flufty
snow we wanted””

Next weekend the vil-
lage continues, “and I'm
most looking forward to the
cocktail competition,” she
said.

Continued on page 5

Ukraine

she often picks up and then
delivers to either a specific
family or the Help Boutique.
It's not unusual for her to visit
someone who happens to need
something, such as one request
recently for a coffee-maker, and
say “Just a minute, I've got one
in my car”

Madsen has introduced
some of those she has met
to The Local, and helped as
a translator. She describes
the Ukrainians she has come
to know as warm, gracious,
friendly and generous by na-

Continued on page 4
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Turmoil continues at Niagara Regional Native Centre

Mike Balsom
The Local

An attempt by former ex-
ecutive director of the Niagara
Regional Native Centre Karl
Dockstader to have a discus-
sion about the future of the or-
ganization Monday night was
put on hold.

On his Facebook page last
week, Dockstader had posted
an invitation to the community

interested in helping the native
centre on

Airport Road to, “come and
have a dialogue about what we
would like to see come from
the Feb. 8 emergency members
meeting”

He promised that he would
share a public statement with
the community during this
weeKs regular Monday drum-
ming night.

Dockstader,

who had

planned to resign earlier this
month from his post at the cen-
tre, was walked oft the property
by board president Lacey Lewis
and treasurer Wanda Griffin on
Dec. 16. Shortly after that, three
other board members resigned
from their posts, leaving the
board with only four current
members. According to the
centre’s bylaws, the board needs
nine members but is allowed to
operate so long as a majority of

Youth Collective offers first certification course

A group of local kids received their babysitting certificates through the NOTL Youth Col-
lective, spending six hours last Friday with Michelle, a St. John Ambulance instructor.
The program was paid for by NOTL Realty sponsorship. Kids must be registered with the
collective to attend certification courses. On Thursday, Jan. 26 the collective will offer a
‘Let’s Talk’ Session with Rachel DeBon, starting at 5 p.m. DeBon is a local certified yoga
instructor, and will offer mindfulness yoga instruction, then facilitate a ‘Let's Talk’ session
about what kids want to see at the campus for programming and services. To register
visit waiver.smartwaiver.com/e/Q8JKFkGrhbWBDdu3ATYHDc/.(Photo supplied)

five members are present.

The board has since sched-
uled a special membership meet-
ing in less than two weeks to up-
date the organization's bylaws and
to fill current board vacancies.

“We are seeking dedicated
volunteers that wish to create
a lasting impact for communi-
ty today and tomorrow; says a
statement on the Centre’s Face-
book page, inviting applica-
tions for the vacancies.

When Dockstader arrived
at the centre Monday evening
after his shift at CKTB Radio,
he was met by Lewis and other
officials in the parking lot. Lew-
is expressed her feeling that
drum night was not the proper
time to have a potentially in-
cendiary discussion, especially
with many youth members
there for the drumming,

Attendance at Monday’s
drum night was definitely larg-
er than usual, likely because
some were anticipating the
discussion to happen. Lewis of-
fered to come up with an alter-
native date and time for Dock-
stader to present his statement
and concerns, one where there
would be no children present.

“I think the majority of the
room was there because they
were looking for more infor-
mation,” Dockstader told The
Local Tuesday morning.

At one point in the evening,
after the drumming stopped,
Dockstader began to present
his statement.

Karl Dockstader (Photo submitted)

“I attempted to address the
community; said Dockstader.
“But I wasn't allowed to finish. I
was interrupted by Lacey. Once
she interrupted me, people in-
terrupted her, and everything
broke down. There was really
no opportunity to talk”

Though Lewis had offered
to come up with an alternative
date and time to hear Docksta-
der’s concerns, no progress was
made on that front.

“l am hoping, I'm more
than willing to have a conver-
sation with the board between
now and Feb. 8 Dockstader
said. “I need to be able to assure
people who have approached
me that the members’ meeting

is going to be conducted in a
fair way, in accordance with
our bylaws”

Dockstader recognizes that
he has no legal standing since
leaving his post as executive
director. He plans to attend the
Feb. 8 meeting as a member of
the native centre.

He added that he will not
share his statement to the gen-
eral public until he has a chance
to present it to what remains of
the current board.

“As a measure of good faith,
I have to see if there's any path to
an open line of communication”

At press time, attempts to
reach Lewis for follow-up com-
ment were unsuccessful.
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Council given low-down on municipal budget process

Zahraa Hmood
Special to The Local

In  municipal gover-
nance, the start of a new
year means one thing:
budget time. For Niagara-
on-the-Lake, which is wel-
coming some new council-
lors to the table this year, the
town kicked the annual pro-
cess off with an educational
meeting on how a municipal
budget is created.

“Our budget is more
than just a budget, said
CAO Marnie Cluckie at the
special council meeting on
Jan. 10. “It is a key planning
document for us, and that
helps guide the decisions
that we make”

Their budget training
session covered the funda-
mentals of organizing mu-
nicipal finances, including
operating and capital bud-
gets, what the town spends
money on and where it gets
money from, how the prop-
erty tax levy for residents is
decided and how that mon-
ey is allocated.

Councillors were en-
gaged and asking questions
about the budget proceed-

ings throughout the meet-
ing, in preparation to help
put a budget together for a
proposed final approval date
of Feb. 28.

“I think we've got some
good tools that will help us
offset a lot of costs, especial-
ly with the municipal ac-
commodation tax funding;’
said Coun. Maria Mavridis.
“I want residents to know
we are going through (the
budget) with a fine-tooth
comb.”

Budget discussions will
be going through a differ-
ent process this year, Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa told
The Local. Instead of an au-
dit committee of just a few
councillors that reports to
council, Zalepa suggested
the town follow the regional
procedure, which is to have
a budget committee made
up of all councillors, as part
of the committee of the
whole.

It might mean a few ex-
tra meetings, he said, but
councillors will all have the
same information when dis-
cussing and approving the
budget — it’s a process that
works well for the region,

and should work at the mu-
nicipal level as well.

Here are the details on
how the budget is created,
as outlined by director of fi-
nance Kyle Freeborn:

What are the rules?

The town must have
a plan to spend as much
money as they will receive,
and vice versa, in their an-
nual. If there is a deficit in
the budget, the amount
owed is automatically add-
ed to the next year’s budget.

In order to avoid run-
ning a deficit, Freeborn
outlined the three strategies
to finding savings: reducing
costs by coming up with
new, innovative ways to de-
liver municipal services; re-
ducing service levels by ei-
ther scaling back operations
or increasing the length of
time to provide a service; or
charging user fees to cover
the costs (examples includ-
ing recreational programs
and short-term rentals).

What are operating and
capital budgets?
The operating budget is
a plan for providing day-to-

day services, including rev-
enue sources such as prop-
erty taxes, user fees and
upcoming expenses such as
contracted services, materi-
als and supplies, and sala-
ries and wages. In 2022, the
total operating budget was
$40.2 million, with a tax
levy of $13.7 million, and
67 per cent of its expenses
paying employee salaries,
wages and benefits, and for
contracted services.

The capital budget is
a plan for town projects
that require a significant
amount of money: plans to
acquire, build or improve
municipal assets such as
land, buildings, machinery,
equipment, roads, bridges,
and water and sewer lines.
In 2022, the capital budget
was $10.2 million, with
the largest amount spent
on the municipal water
system (an environmental
service).

How are taxes calculated?

The municipal tax levy
is decided annually by as-
sessing the value of proper-
ties in the neighbourhood
against the cost to provide

services in town, accord-
ing to the annual budget.
In 2022, the municipal tax
levy was $13.7 million.

The cost to provide ser-
vices per homeowner is
divided by the total value
of every home in town, re-
sulting in the municipal tax
rate, which is then multi-
plied by the value assess-
ment of each home, to get
each homeowner’s property
tax levy for the year.

If the value of a home
changes, then the levy
changes in proportion to
each property. If service
costs go up, then the tax
rate increases across the
board.

Where do my taxes go?

Fifty-eight per cent of the
money collected through
property taxes goes to the
Niagara Region as part of
the regional levy, while 22
per cent goes to the town of
Niagara-on-the-Lake. The
rest goes to the province for
public education services
(15 per cent), regional waste
disposal, the towns storm
levy and the Niagara Health
System levy.

What new factors
are there in 2023?

In assessing property
values, the town uses val-
ue assessments completed
by the Municipal Property
Assessment  Corporation,
or MPAC. While reassess-
ments are normally carried
out every four years, they
havent been done since
2016, postponed during
the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. In late 2022, MPAC an-
nounced reassessments will
be completed this year. Free-
born notes the new MPAC
assessments are more like-
ly to affect properties that
have had significant changes
since 2016.

The municipal accom-
modation tax, launched last
July, will mean a new pool
of money available for the
town to fund capital projects
that support local tourism,
which will be transferred
into reserves for specific
projects, like redoing roads
and sidewalks or updating
tourism-related infrastruc-
ture: “Itll free up funding
previously allocated to those
items, to try and keep the
taxes even,” Mavridis said.

New amalgamated transit raises costs across Niagara

Zahraa Hmood
Special to The Local

Big changes are coming
to Niagara in the world of
public transit.

For every community in
the area, including Niagara-
on-the-Lake, joining the
new regional transit service
means phasing out their lo-
cal system and passing the
cost onto the Niagara Re-
gion — which will be passed
back down to taxpayers.

When NOTL council-
lors took part in an orienta-
tion session for 2023’s bud-
get proceedings, director
of finance Kyle Freeborn
shared how the town plans
to adapt to the increasing
regional tax levy as a result
of its new transit operating
budget.

Starting this year, the re-
gion has taken over transit
costs for all 12 municipali-
ties. Those costs will be add-
ed to the region’s annual tax
levy, with a line in the tax
bill indicating how much
transit will cost taxpayers
this year.

Each municipality’s
share of the estimated $55
million operating budget
for 2023 has been deter-
mined by combining as-
sessments and the hours of
transit system usage in each
community.

As Lord Major Gary Za-
lepa explained for The Lo-
cal, each municipality will
have a different number of
hours the service is used.
For example, in NOTL,
the municipality asked for
greater coverage than it had

during the OnDemand pi-
lot project. The OnDemand
service now reaches every
corner of NOTL, and two
extra vehicles were added,
tor a total of four — during
the pilot project, NOTL had
only two vehicles and very

limited coverage.

The  projection for
NOTL is for 16,000 hours of
service.

Pelham, also with On-
Demand service, is project-
ed to have 5,600 hours, and
Thorold 15,000 hours, simi-
lar to NOTL.

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
approved base budget for
2023 comes in at $2.58 mil-
lion: $1.14 million is based
on the service hours and
$1.44 million on assess-
ment. For comparison, the
other municipality with the
closest budget is Fort Erie, at
$2.87 million.

This means an increase
in the regions levy for tran-
sit. However, Freeborn said
the municipality is planning
a way to help offset those
costs for taxpayers.

“We have an opportuni-
ty to fund that net increase
in the regions budget by
leaving available funding in
transit as a general subsidy
for the town’s budget,” Free-
born said.

In 2022, the town paid
approximately $900,000 to
operate its municipal public
transit services, including
the local OnDemand ser-
vice. Funding came from
parking revenues at the Fort
George National Historic
Site and a provincial gas tax
program.

Lord Mayor Gary Za-
lepa was one of several re-
gional councillors last term
who pushed for the Niagara
Transit Commission (NTC)
to include the hours of us-
age as a factor in the bud-
geting process, rather than
have costs shared based
solely on assessment.

Zalepa told The Local
that while “it’s not the great-
est solution,” with assess-
ment still being a factor, “it
could have been alot worse”

Fortunately, he added,
the “good news” part of the
story is that the other mu-
nicipalities agreed with the
concept of adding hours
of usage to the equation of
costs.

At the regions budget
review committee of the
whole meeting on Thurs-
day, Jan. 19, the NTC shared
the details of its 2023 oper-
ating budget: the estimated
$55 million budget is an in-
crease of $6.48 million from
the budget estimated back
in February 2022.

The majority of expenses
will go to pay for labour-re-
lated costs and operating
expenditures. The increase,
according to the NTC, is
because of 2022’s reduction
in farebox revenue, and for
service enhancements.

While the regions bud-
get review committee of
the whole approved the
proposed operating budget
for 2023 during its Jan. 19
meeting, the region’s gener-
al council voted later in the
evening to defer its motion
to vote on approving the
budget.

Frank Campion, the
mayor of Welland, raised
concerns about the ris-
ing cost of transit and said
he and other councillors
should have more time to
review the figures.

“We're getting some sur-
prises in the budget now;
he said. “Currently, 'm not
willing to approve it because
of the impact on our munic-
ipality and our ratepayers
— and they've got enough
problems already with fi-
nancial issues and inflation”

Alongside the $55 mil-
lion net levy, there will be
a one-time special levy in
2023 for employment liabil-
ities.

According to the NTC,

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

this is for the “significant
cost” of employees in pub-
lic transit transferring to its
organization and receiving
medical, dental and long-
term disability benefits.
“Previous providers
have not budgeted for this
cost, nor set the funding
aside in reserves, repre-
senting a significant risk to
the NTC, stated its Jan. 19

presentation.

The presentation didn't
share how much the one-
time levy will cost. The NTC
has created an estimate sub-
ject to further evaluation.
That levy will be recovered
from St. Catharines, Niag-
ara Falls and Welland and
put in a “special purpose’
reserve to fund these ex-
penses.

YES! More moisture in the air, means tears that
evaporate more slowly, keeping your eyes
comfortable for longer. Want more tips on dry
eye treatment or management? Contact us today!

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
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AII appreciate welcome received from Ganadians

Continued from page 1

ture, even if they themselves
have little. They find it diffi-
cult to accept help easily, she
says. They are hard-working,
wanting desperately to be in-
dependent, look after their
families, and give back to the
community that has welcomed
them. Although they may be
very well-educated and have
left good jobs when they fled,
many are willing to work at
whatever is offered. She helps
with that as well, writing re-
sumes, taking them to job in-
terviews and trying to ensure
they are treated fairly — she
haslearned of two women who
were not. One business own-
er of a coffee shop hired this
women as a manager and then
told her that, among other du-
ties, her job was to clean toilets.

Another woman was hired
to work in a retail store in St.
Catharines. When she opened
her first pay cheque she cried,
and asked the owner why it
was short hundreds of dollars,
explaining she couldn't pay
her rent without the money
owed to her. When she said
she would report him, Mad-
sen relates, “he started yelling
and belittling her; and she
quit. Madsen has contacted an
employment legal firm for help,
and is gathering further infor-
mation for them.

She has recently been help-
ing a family of four, Valeriia and
Vitalii, and their two daughters,
11 and 14, who arrived in No-
vember with little except some
clothing. They were fortunate
to have a relative living on Four
Mile Creek Road, who wel-
comed them into her home.

Madsen has taken them
to ServiceOntario for a Cana-
dian drivers licence, arranged
and taken them to job in-
terviews, delivered food and
household items and taken
them to Newark Neighbours
for assistance.

“Shes our angel, Valeriia
tells The Local.
When Madsen learned

they needed a lift to Laura Se-
cord Secondary School in St.
Catharines to enrol their older
daughter, and she was busy and
couldn’t help, she posted on a
few Facebook pages that she
needed someone who could
drive them. “In five minutes,”
she says, “I had seven respons-
es from people offering them
a lift” She regularly posts on
NOTL Buy Nothing and a cou-
ple of other sites about items
that are needed, and always has
a very generous response, she
says. She has recently called St.
Michael Catholic School and
the District School Board of
Niagara to get information for
their younger daughter to reg-
ister for school.

If there is one thing the new
arrivals to our community have
in common, it is gratitude for
their new home, the friends
they are making, and all those
who reach out to them with
a helping hand, says Madsen,
who first began supporting the
Ukraine when the first bomb

Martin Mazza welcomes Pavlo Pervoy to ltalian Pizza and

Subs. (Supplied)

was dropped by Russia.

“Once Ukrainian immi-
grants started coming to the
Niagara area I started vol-
unteering with the Niagara
Ukrainian Canadian Congress
and St. Johns Church. I felt
then that I needed to do more”

Since there is no central
registration for the newcom-
ers from Ukraine, “you have
no idea who is here unless you
hear through groups like New-
ark Neighbours, or word of
mouth,” she adds.

“Newark passed my name
and phone number to these
families and from there, I have
not stopped”

What Madsen is doing
now, she explains, is “filling my
life and heart in such a way I
can't imagine or explain. No, I
am not retired. I still work and
run a business, however I am
fortunate I can do this in be-
tween. The families I have got-
ten to know and their stories
are unimaginable, and keep
pushing and motivating me to
do more”

If there is anything she can
do to make their lives and this
new journey easier, she says, “I
need to be there for them”

After a recent phone con-
versation with one woman who
is having very difficult time and
needed some moral support,
Madsen says, when she hung
up, she had an overwhelming,
warm feeling that her mother,
who passed 51 years ago, said
to her, “you are doing the right
thing.. .keep on doing it” And
it is her Ukrainian roots and
strength that keep her going,
she adds.

She also credits “the count-
less number of people over the
last few months that have given
and given”

She has “pages and pages’
of names of locals who have
donated, “and some went above
and beyond to ensure these
families had a plethora of gifts
for their kids and families, espe-
cially at Christmas time. I have
never in my life encountered
so many generous and giving
people;” calling them, and those
who keep giving, her angels.

“We still have Ukrainians
arriving weekly, the need is still
there”

One of the many people

who Madsen has helped in-
cludes a woman in another
corner of town, without a car
and depending on public tran-
sit, at $6 a ride, to get to work or
anywhere else.

She calls herself Halia — she
is afraid to use her real name. A
chemical engineer at home, she
struggles here to make ends
meet. A single mom, she works
hard and often long days clean-
ing at a hotel, and goes home
exhausted — it takes her 30
minutes to walk to and from
work — and doesn't get to see
as much of her daughter as she
would like. But the shy young
girl is adjusting well, and her
English is improving. Halia
laughs and says all they do at
school is play. Her daughter
was accustomed to working
hard, doing homework ev-
ery night. This is too easy, her
mother says. But her daughter
loves it, she is making friends,
spending time with them and
enjoying all the activities other
kids take for granted — she’s
been to Sky Zone in St. Catha-
rines with a friend, and had her
first sleepover.

Madsen is doing all she can
to help Halia and her daugh-
ter, treating them recently to
their first Swiss Chalet meal to
celebrate the young girls 11th
birthday. Like other Ukrainian
newcomers who have settled in
NOTL, Halia has been given food
from Newark Neighbours, which
frees up some of her income for
other needs. However, without a
car, that’s tough for her, and Mad-
sen helps her with transportation
when she can, and has reached
out to others to help.

She says some of the recent
arrivals from Ukraine who
have cars are now helping oth-
ers without transportation.

As little as Halia earns, she
sends money and items home
when she can. Her sister came
herewith her two sons fora time,
but didn' stay long. Both their
parents were injured in a bomb-
ing, their mother losing both
legs, their father losing one, but
he is now suffering from gan-
grene in the other, and expect-
ing to lose it as well. They were
having great difficulty looking
after themselves, and Halias
sister decided she needed to re-
turn home to help, and took her

Halia was able to show her sister, her daughter, and her sister’s two sons a little bit of Toronto
while they were in Canada. (Supplied)

At The Local office, Vitalii, Shirley Madsen, and Valeriia chat with Pavlo Pervoy, comparing their
different experiences of coming to Canada and Niagara-on-the-Lake. (Penny Coles)

boys with her. The youngest boy
cries and wants to come back to
Canada, she says — he asks if
the gifts he received at Christ-
mas are still there. Halia told
him she’s saving them for when
he returns. Her sister’s older son
wanted to go home to help his
family and his country. He will
turn 18 soon, and if he doesnt
return to Canada by May, when
his visa expires, he will have to
join the military. “I'm so scared
for him;” says Halia, as is her
sister. “I hope he can come back
here” His father has been fight-
ing since the onset of the war,
and was injured — he was shot
nine times, but only seven of the
bullets could be removed. Halia
shows photos of a young man
before the war began, and of
him now; just a year later, look-
ing like a different person and
20 years older. He still has a bul-
let in his spine, and one buried
in his cheek, that can't safely be
removed, yet he has returned to
fighting, she says.

She learned recently her
brother-in-law and two of his
fellow soldiers were without
sleeping bags, so she bought
three and shipped them home.

When Madsen heard, she
said, “I told her if she needs
anything like that to let me
know. She shouldn't be spend-
ing her own money. She can't
afford to”

Halias story of coming to
Canada is a difficult one. She
first arrived here almost 10

years ago, looking for a better
life. She ended up being intimi-
dated, mistreated and taken ad-
vantage of, and when she could
get away, returned home. In
the intervening years, she says,
she has gone back and forth,
wanting to improve her life, but
also missing her family. And
although this has been a better
experience — she is here with
her daughter in a home where
she can stay while the own-
er lives elsewhere, with good,
kind neighbours — it is still
extremely difficult for her. She
is physically exhausted by her
work, and emotionally drained
from worry. She has an app
on her phone that notifies her
every time a bomb goes off in
Ukraine, and where. It notified
her twice of bombings during
the hour or so she was speaking
to The Local.

She talks of going home to
fight. Many women are fight-
ing, and she should be too,
she says — but her daughter
is terrified at the thought, and
doesn't want to leave.

Last week, a casual conver-
sation in a line-up at the Virgil
Avondale turned into a meet-
ing with a man who had been
in town just two days. Pavlo
Pervoy had arrived in Mis-
sissauga from Ukraine a few
weeks earlier, but hadn't settled,
instead looking for a place that
didn't seem so full of new; tall
glass buildings, lots of traffic,
and so cold — he describes his

impression of Mississauga as a
“cold Dubai” After looking at
many options in southern On-
tario, including St. Catharines,
he discovered NOTL — nei-
ther new nor cold— and decid-
ed to call it home for now.

He dropped in to The Lo-
cal office for a chat, and while
there, Valeriia and Vitalii ar-
rived with Madsen. They had
a good hour or more trading
stories and laughing, enjoying
the chance meeting and the
opportunity to speak of home,
and also share information
about some of what they have
to do here, such as the need for
a Canadian licence and orga-
nizing insurance.

Pervoy’s story is different
again. In Ukraine, he worked
for a multinational data stor-
age company. He and his wife
Anna decided to leave their
community south of Kyiv,
the ancient and beautiful city
of Vasylkiv located on the Stuh-
na River, which was home to a
military airfield with barracks,
when it became a target for
Russian attacks.

Pervoy said it’s hard to de-
scribe the devastation of his
country and its people to read-
ers in Canada in a way they can
really understand, and instead
wanted to focus on a positive
message.

“We decided to come to
Canada because it’s a big coun-

Continued on page 5
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Icewine Village open again this weekend

Continued from page 1

Many of the guests at
Fridays gala and those
enjoying the Icewine Vil-
lage had come from the
GTA, Oakville, Burling-
ton and around the region,
“which is great for Niagara-
on-the-Lake,” said Ward.

The Icewine Village will
be open Sunday, Jan. 22,

from noon to 5 p.m., Jan. 28
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Jan 29 from noon to 5 p.m.

The cocktail competition
is Saturday, Jan. 28, from 7 to
10 p.m. in the Court House.
It's presented by Spirit in Ni-
agara, and includes a DJ and
music while local wineries
compete for the title of best
icewine cocktail.

Also in the village next
weekend are informative

speaker series, and culinary
and mixology demonstra-
tions. A VIP Lounge area
offers an exclusive experi-
ence which includes fire ta-
bles, private seating and an
icewine cocktail bar, with a
great view of the street and
the entertainment.

For more information
or to purchase tickets, call
905-468-1950 or visit www.
niagaraonthelake.com.

Singer George St. Kitts joins the crowd on the street. (Photos by Penny Coles)

Hoping for ‘brighter future’

Continued from page 4

try with friendly people. We
have that image of Canadian
people saying ‘thank you, or
Tm sorry, that Canada is a
country of very polite people”

He has colleagues who live
in Europe and the US., and
when they reached out to him,
“they told me the most com-
passionate people are Canadi-
ans. They said when they have
job interviews, they are asked
‘what do you bring to the com-
pany. They would say theyve
been interviewed by several
people who asked questions
about their profession. But Ca-
nadians ask about the humani-
tarian side. They ask how can
we help you and your family”

That is how he and Anna
decided to come to Canada,
he says. He left her in Romania
and came to find a place to set-
tle, first going to Mississauga,
where he has colleagues who
were very helpful and showed
him around, and he visited
other cities on his own, and
after visiting other cities, St.
Catharines.

“We just wanted a small,
detached house,” he says, but
most of what he looked at
were either townhouses or too
large for them. Then he head-
ed to NOTL, and found what
he wanted on The Promenade
— an older home that was for
rent. “My wife fell in love with
the house” through the photos
he sent, he says.

At the moment she is wait-
ing for the documentation that
will allow her to bring their dog
here, an adorable Pomeranian
— Valeriia and Vitalii laughed
when they heard that, because
they have also brought their Po-

meranian to Canada, and pic-
tures came out and were shared.

From his first day in town,
Pervoy says, he was already
enjoying the quiet, and “meet-
ing so many good neighbours,
so many good people” While
waiting outside the Avondale
to get his Canadian licence at
ServiceOntario, only to find
he had to get a post office box
on Queen Street first, he met
Martin Mazza, who invited
him for pizza — he quickly un-
derstood he had made a friend
who could tell him pretty much
everything about the town.

He will continue to work
for the same company, which
is based in California, and
Anna, who was self-em-
ployed at home — she loves
to bake, and made beautiful
cakes for special occasions
— is looking forward to bak-
ing again. For the last year,
he says, “there have been no
good occasions.”

She also loves to garden —
he does too, he says, but jokes
that means “she tells me where
to dig, and I do what I'm told”
And the home they are renting
has a big garden, so he expects
to be kept busy.

While here, Pervoy is help-
ing his home country, and says
since arriving in Canada, with
support from his family, he
has been buying huge batteries
and shipping pallets of them
to Ukraine, to be used during
power outages. He has also
sourced and sent drones, “not
military grade, but ones that
can be used for scouting” He
ships goods to Ukraine through
Meest, a shipping company
based in Mississauga, founded
by Ukrainians — Madsen uses
it as well, because the owner

offers them very good prices to
send much-needed items home.

Although Pervoy is looking
forward to settling here for a
time with Anna, he says, they
hope eventually to go home.

“My outlook is for a bright-
er future for Ukraine, and for
Ukrainians in Canada. WeTe
super thankful to everyone for
opening their hearts and their
doors to us, but we don't want
to overstay our welcome. I
hope to get as much out of this
experience as I can and to help
Ukraine as much as I can now,
and when victory comes I hope
to use my experience at home
in Ukraine. I want to be useful
in my home country. I'm not a
fighter, at least I'm not a soldier.
But I can fight for my country
in different ways”

After meeting Madsen at
The Local office, he said, “were
fortunate to have a person like
her, who is our advocate and is
helping out. I know of people
who have been taken advan-
tage of but they don't know
how to fight back. It's good to
have people who go the extra
mile, explaining to those who
need help what they have to do
and how to do it”

Everything he was told
about Canada to make him
decide this is where he and
Anna would find their new
home, even if only temporary,
“is true” he says. “What is said
about Canadians is not only
true, they are even better”

With his positive outlook
on life, Pervoy adds, “you don't
have to search for the good —
you find it everywhere”

As for returning home, he
says, “I want to believe that, like
a fairytale, there will be a good
ending”

5

Angela Sacco and Johnny MacDonald, with Nappy, on Queen Street Saturday.

George St. Kitts and his band perform at the Icewine Festival.

Dalia and Luay Putris from Burlington enjoy their icewine.

Steven Danyluck and Tonia Veenstra share a moment at the Icewine Festival.
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What’s with all the weather advisories?

As I sit down to write this,
the Weather Network has is-
sued a special weather state-
ment for Niagara for Wednes-
day, Jan. 25 into Thursday; Jan.
26. Expected: total snowfall ac-
cumulations near 10 centime-
tres from Wednesday morning
into Thursday morning,

For those of you used to
imperial measurements, that
converts to 3.97 inches. In 24
hours. Going back to the met-
ric system, that works out to
less than half a centimetre per
hour.

Am I completely missing
something here? Not even a
quarter of a foot, and spread
out over a 24-hour time span?
Is this something that really re-
quires a warning?

Forecasts changed through-
out the day Tuesday and difter-
ent sources were warning of
up to 15 centimetres, which is
obviously a little more trouble-
some.

But still, what would our
neighbours across the border
think of this? You know the
ones I mean, those Yankees that
Rick Mercer used to be able to
find just about anywhere in that
country on his CBC television
show Talking to Americans.
The ones who believe that we
Canadians all wear mukluks,
live in igloos and drive snow-
mobiles to work.

The fact is, we are Cana-
dians, and it would take more
snow in 24 hours to alarm us.
It shouldn't require any special
notice or preparation.

I may be crazy, and many
have accused me of just that,
probably for near-valid rea-
sons, but it seems that we re-
ceive more and more weather
statements and advisories these
days than ever before.

Perhaps thats a sign of
global warming, Yeah, I know,
how can it be blamed on global
“warming” when we'e talking

about snow? But theres no
denying that over the past few
years weve seen more and
more extreme weather events
at both ends of the Celsius and
Fahrenheit scales.

But what is extreme? I'm
not one to mistrust the judge-
ment of experts, but four inch-
es of snow seems like a walk
in the park compared with the
situation faced just a few weeks
ago by our neighbours in south
Niagara.

Maybe the increased num-
ber of advisories is just a result
of constant improvements in
technology, both at Environ-
ment Canada and the Weather
Network, and right here in our
homes and cars, with our 24-
hour connectedness.

And other than the snow
and ice we saw in late Decem-
ber, it has been a mild winter
thus far. Perhaps the special
weather statements are a way
of just waking us up from our

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

The Phantom of the Open
(Netflix, 2021) is the true
story of Maurice Flitcroft, a
crane operator who is both a
dreamer and an optimist. In

spite of never having played
golf he decides to enter The
British Open Golf Champi-
onship. The tale unfolds de-
lightfully and we learn the
importance of focusing on
pursuing your dreams.
Donald Combe is a retired

English teacher who loves
to go to the movies. Until he
resumes going to theatres, he
has graciously agreed to share
his opinions, through “short
and sweet” exclusives, of
Netflix series and movies for
The Local.
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complacency to get ready for
more winter-like weather.

Of course, theres nothing
wrong with being prepared for
what Mother Nature is about
to bring us. Every fall, just af-
ter Thanksgiving, I fish out the
snow shovels from our shed,
placing one in its perch to one
side of our garage door, the oth-
er just outside our patio door to
shovel a path in the backyard
for the dogs.

If T had a snowblower (a
constant bone of contention

at our house — I want to buy
one, but my wife keeps telling
me they are too expensive and
that besides, I'm still able-bod-
ied enough to use the manual
option), Iwould gas it up, give it
atestrun and clear a spot in the
garage for it.

Perhaps you think I doth
protest too much, that I'm
making much ado about noth-
ing. But I think thats my point,
exactly.

I've been living in Ontar-
io for all 60 of my years. I've

seen much worse than what
were being warned about in
24 hours. I know how to deal
with it, I know how to navigate
my car through it, ’'m ready for
it. In fact, I'm ready for much
more than that.

Bring it on. Special weather
statement be darned.

Andifit turns out to be a se-
rious accumulation, and more
problematic than it sounds as I
write this, be careful out there!

Mike Balsom

NOTL Local

Bjorgan describes some of
his favourite ‘tree friends’

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

My extensive time logged
in Niagaras forests has allowed
me to recognize some of my fa-
vourite tree friends, even when
their most defining features are
invisible in winter.

If you were to imagine
someone you recognize on a
daily basis, youd know their
hair, their height and other fea-
tures.

However, could you iden-
tify the person if they only
showed their eyes, with ab-
solutely everything else ob-
scured? This is much like iden-
tifying tree bark in the winter.
You only need the bark to
understand which species of
woody giants you are sharing

space with.

I have highlighted a hand-
ful of native tree species that
you can find in most forested
environments in southern On-
tario, and I hope you can share
a moment with them on your
next nature excursion.

Lets start with my pal
‘Shaggy; a tall and lanky in-
dividual also known as the
shagbark hickory. The bark is
flippy like a surfer dude’s, with
vertical slats that curl outwards
away from the main body. No
other healthy tree in the Niag-
ara Region has bark that radi-
antly flips oft like this.

One theory pointing to-
wards the peculiar shagginess
is that this particular hickory
evolved to produce a much
more finicky bark that made it
difficult for squirrels and other
small mammals to climb. That's
because Shaggy wants to pro-
tect his nuts — quite seriously,
located at the top of the tree.

These edible hickory nuts

are an ecological staple for
squirrels, chipmunks, mice
and even black bears where
they still roam. The nut is ed-
ible to humans as well, and
was a known source of protein
and healthy fats for Indige-
nous peoples, ranging from
the Cherokee in the southern
Appalachians to the Haudeno-
saunee and Anishinaabe peo-
ples here in Niagara.

Now, for my next friend in
the forest, it only makes sense
to go from Shaggy to the ‘Beech
Boy: No, this is not a typo.

The American beech is
yet another local tree species
that is easy to pick out of the
crowd, even in the dead of win-
ter. The bark is an enormous
departure from the Shaggy’s
style, as we are now looking
for an impossibly smooth, grey
look and texture. The only in-
terruptions on this unusually
smooth bark are these large

Continued on page 7

Road in Virgil,” she said.

Where is Ben?

The Local co-op student, Ben Foster, is discovering new locations in NOTL and won-
dering how familiar others may be with them. If you know where this photo was taken,
email penny@notllocal.com. The Local had more responses last week than for any
other Where’s Ben photo. One was from Teresa Bell. “He is in my driveway, on Field
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= Ofoea/l ETTERS NOTL's systemic tourism issues ‘hidden and ignored’ ==

We understand that the
lord mayor and council have
decided to address the topic
of tourism by handing the
responsibility over to consul-
tants who employ an expert.
The definition of an expert,
by the way, is “an ordinary
guy 50 miles from home!”

During the past 35 years
most lord mayors and coun-
cils had the topic of tourism

Is it too much to ask for a
balanced editorial on privatiz-
ing healthcare?

I was pleasantly surprised
to read your editorial head-
line, Will private clinics save
public healthcare or destroy it?
(NOTL Local, Jan. 18).

Finally, an editorial that
might look at the pros and cons
of private healthcare. But boy was
Lin for some disappointment.

Now;, I'm not here to defend

in Niagara-on-the-Lake high
on their agendas. Multiple
consultants have been in-
volved without any specific
plan emerging.

Most of us who are, or have
been, in business here have
been faced with the same is-
sues. Without any long-term
plan, tourism has emerged like
a camel, which is a horse de-
signed by a committee. Thus

Doug Fords plan - in all like-
lihood it will increase govern-
ment spending in healthcare
which will lead to waste and
mismanagement. See industries
that are heavily subsidized or
controlled by government, e.g.
housing, universities, etc. But at
the very least there will be nota-
ble positive changes - e.g. better
services, shorter wait times, etc.
- from this governments actions
that should not, “be a hard sell”

there is a huge dichotomy be-
tween the high-end Shaw The-
atre, luxury hotel and winery
customers and the mass mar-
ket ‘dropn gobble’ bus crowd.
This has caused a confused
market on Queen Street, where
Mom ‘n Pop specialty stores
have, and will be, squeezed out
by multi-chain groups.
Outrageously high rents
and taxes on Queen Street

Why are we listening to nurs-
es and their unions on how to fix
our “broken system?” Like it or
not, they are part of the reason
why it's broken. When a compa-
ny is going bankrupt do we ask
the employees to fix it or do we
clean house and hire a new team?

Also, please stop making
“profit“ a scary word. Profit is
simply providing a good or ser-
vice that has more value for the
consumer than what it costs to

compound that trend, which
is an insurmountable prob-
lem, unless the market col-
lapses entirely and multiple
stores lay empty for years.
The rise of Airbnb and
vacation rentals has hollowed
out the full-time resident pop-
ulation and those of us left live
between sterility and chaos.
Can this council decide
to act when others failed to

produce. In a purely free market
companies compete to obtain
those profits but to do so they
have to provide more value at a
lower price.

I 'was shocked to see you dis-
parage the entrepreneur. Entre-
preneurs are responsible for the
greatest advancements in human
history. It should be no surprise
that where healthcare entrepre-
neurs are left free - Le. the US. -
we see most of the world’s medi-

think about the long-term
effect of short-term decisions
... such as building a big bus
park and buying a fleet of
shuttles, which changed the
whole ballgame?

The ‘expert’ must be from
this area and have the ability
to understand that Niagara-
on-the-Lake is different from
anywhere else and has serious
systemic issues which have

YoeaA ETTERS ‘Private’ isn’t a scary word in healthcare debate

caladvancements. Entrepreneurs
dont just take profits and sit on
them or buy big yachts - though
they've certainly earned the right
to — they reinvest these profits
in new ventures and goods and
services. Just look at how phar-
maceutical companies have been
investing in new treatments from
the profits they made from their
COVID-19 vaccines.

All this said and I haven't
even gotten into the moral rea-

Take a winter walk, check out some tree bark

Continued from page 6

and uncannily familiar eyeball
markings. Shaped remark-
ably like a human eye, you
can almost get the sense that
the Beech Boy is taking a look
at you.

Another winter giveaway
for this tree, sometimes de-
scribed as an elephants foot,
is how it retains its copper co-
loured leaves throughout the
cold months. The leaves rustle
quietly in the indifferent winter
winds, and won't be dropped
to the forest floor until spring,
where it is believed they give

the tree a nutritional boost in
the soil.

This is just one of many
tricks the Beech Boy does to
stay healthy. Now, speaking of
healthy, what did you have for
breakfast this morning? Per-
haps corn flakes. What about
‘Burnt Cornflakes’?

Notably, this is not an ad-
mirable or appetizing nick-
name for the black cherry tree;
one of the most delicious trees
present in the forest. No tree
has bark like the black cher-
ry tree, especially when you
consider imagining one of the
most ubiquitous cereals burnt

to a black crisp. The bark is a
series of little black ovals, with
an undeniably rough touch for
an otherwise sweet tree.

The tree has a history of odd
timing and major developmen-
tal changes, though, much like
some people. We are all built to
experience life differently!

The bark is actually smooth
and speckled for its first 10
years or so of existence, and
then it changes to Burnt Corn-
flakes as we best recognize it.
Once the black cherry begins
producing tasty and edible
cherries for people and wild-
life alike, it undergoes a fruity

eruption every four years
where an exceptional batch is
produced in big numbers.

Wood thrushes, wood-
peckers, orioles and bluebirds
are just a handful of bird spe-
cies that enjoy the berries. In-
terestingly, an individual nick-
name like Burnt Cornflakes
shouldnt be entirely trusted,
as the leaves, young twigs, and
hard pits contain traces of cya-
nide and have been known to
harm or kill livestock.

The final tree friend I would
like to mention for the sake of
winter identification skills, I
must confess, is camouflaged.

You might be wondering how
on earth this makes picking
this next tree out easy, but I
should rephrase; this tree is the
camouflage.

The unmistakable and
strikingly beautiful American
sycamore has bark patterns
that look like half of the Bass
Pro Shop clothing section. The
bark is truly special in both
appearance and function. Not
only does it look like the clas-
sic camo pattern of army and
outdoor wear, it is also one of
the only tree species on the
planet to exhibit photosynthe-
sis through its bark.

been hidden or ignored for
decades between the ever in-
creasing hordes and a declin-
ing Old Town population.

They have to talk to all
NOTL businesses including
wineries, theatre, hotels, B&Bs,
retailers and NOTL residents
to avoid yet another ‘camel’

Hamish Kerr
NOTL

sons for private healthcare.
Look I get it, I understand
that the current culture is afraid
of privatizing healthcare. In our
current culture I'm surprised
Canadians haven't demanded
more industries be nationalized.
But please, let’s try to have a bal-
anced debate on private health-
care in Ontario and Canada.

Alexander Evans
NOTL

“The Camouflage Tree is a
fun one to pick out deep in a
winter forest among crowds of
oaks, maples, ashes and elm.
There is always someone who
comes dressed for the party,
and people can't help but turn
their heads.

On your next winter hike,
see if you can familiarize your-
self with the most unique barks
of the vertical wooded world.
The shagbark hickory, Amer-
ican beech, black cherry and
American sycamore are all
unique individuals that you
don't have to be a botanist to
get to know and love.

This is the ‘Beech Boy’ — the American
beech. (Photos by Owen Bjorgan)

United Way Niagara programs are life-changing

Ol

‘Burnt Cornflakes’ is how Owen Bjorgan
sees the black cherry tree.

Owen Bjorgan has a nickname for this tree
— he calls the shagbark hickory ‘Shaggy’.
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Owen Bjorgan calls the American sycamore
‘The Camouflage Tree’, for obvious reasons.
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Joy Ormshy: respected by all for commitment to heritage
She had a brilliant mind

and loved to

Mike Balsom
The Local

Niagara-on-the-Lake has
lost one of the most important
keepers of its heritage and his-
tory. Long-time official town
historian and 2008 Citizen of
the Year Joyce (Joy) Ormsby
passed away at Upper Canada
Lodge after a long battle with
Alzheimer’s disease. She was 94
years old.

Ormsby leaves behind two
sons, three grandsons and three
great-grandchildren, as well as
her beloved second cousin and
friend Julia Owen and her three
daughters Meghan, Emma and
Elizabeth.

Born in 1928 in Preston,
UK, she emigrated to Canada
in 1952 with her husband John.
They first lived in Belleville on
a farm with Joy’s great-aunt
Maggie. Joy and John raised
their two boys, Stephen and
Robin first in Belleville, then in
Trenton.

Educated in the UK. as an
elementary teacher, Joy was
hired to teach history and en-
glish at Trenton Collegiate.
John's career was in public
works. In 1976, he was recruit-
ed to work in Petrolia. Three
years later he took a position
in NOTL and they bought a
house on John Street West.

She threw herself into
the history of the town from
day one.

“That seemed to be some-
thing that she really occupied
herself with,” her son Robin

do research

tells The Local. “She did a lot
of house searches, and she had
people writing to her from all
over the world. Working at the
museum probably meant more
to her than anything”

Managing director and cura-
tor at the NOTL Museum Sarah
Kaufman met Joy in 2009 when
she was working on digitizing
War of 1812 property research,
focusing on war loss claims.

“T got to know her real-
ly well? Kaufman says. “She
spent time on the collections
committee, and she helped our
other volunteers identify new
items that would come in. She
came in every Monday. I would
chat with her and ask her my
research questions. She had
such a wealth of knowledge”

Kaufman was immediately
struck by Ormsby’s passion for
the towns history. She point-
ed out how adamant Ormsby
was about finding the exact
location of both the Indian
Council House and hospital on
the Parks Canada land. Both
locations are now marked by
installations.

“She wouldn't stop until
she found the answer, adds
Kaufman. “Shed go up against
people who weren't necessari-
ly happy with the answers she
found. She saved a lot of heri-
tage homes in our community
just from her work?”

On a personal note, I knew
Joy as my next door neighbour
for 14 years. She was the sweet
lady who watched my wife
Mishka and I bring our chil-

dren home for the first time.
Through the years she brought
over birthday cards and gifts
for them, and she kept a con-
tainer of boiled carrots to give
as treats to our dog Cocoa.

As she threw herself into
research projects she would
often share her findings with
me in conversation. After John
passed in 2010 and she got rid
of their car, I would see her reg-
ularly don her floppy hat and
arrange a bag on her shoulder
as she would walk to the Li-
brary’s old archive room or the
museum on a regular basis.

She often spoke of her post-
war life in Britain and the de-
cision to come to Canada. That
experience seemed to have in-
stilled a sense of austerity and
practicality in her that lasted to
her final days.

And it was always clear to
me that she was brilliant, and
that she did not suffer fools.
Her tenacity in saving the But-
ler Homestead site was proof
positive of that.

Author and heritage con-
sultant Richard Merritt worked
with Ormsby on several proj-
ects and publications and re-
members that time well.

“Her real coup was proving
that she knew where Colonel
Butler’s homestead was,” Mer-
ritt claims. “There had been an
archaeological survey done by
one company that didn't find
anything. She just didn’t believe
it?

Ormsby, remembers Mer-
ritt, convinced the town to hire
another company to do a sec-
ond archaeological survey.

“Of course, they almost
immediately began to find arti-
facts, and they found the foun-

Joy Ormsby with her neice Meghan.

John and Joy Ormsby on a trip to the Czech Republic. (Photos supplied)

dation. It proved her theory. I
personally consider that one of
her greatest accomplishments.”

Ormsby was the co-author
of a book, with former manag-
ing director of the NOTL Muse-
um Clark Bernat, called Looking
Back: Niagara-on-the-Lake On-
tario. The copy she gave to us is
inscribed with a message for our
son Sebastian.

She also contribut-
ed the first chapter to The
Capital ~ Years:  Niagara-

on-the-Lake, 1792-1796, edited
by Merritt, Nancy Butler and
Michael Power.

Merritt and others point-
ed out her willingness to help
anyone with her research tal-
ents. One of her final projects
was assisting a neighbour on
Mississagua Street dig into the
history of his own home.

“She contributed so much,”
Merritt says. “Her forte was re-
search and she was really good
at it. She was a wonderful re-
source and we're very fortunate
to have had her. I consider her
my mentor, really”

Ormsby helped her close
friend, Dr. Elizabeth Oliver-
Malone, conduct research for
her book Recipes & Remedies
In Upper Canada, based on
the archives of Hannah Peters
Jarvis, who lived at Willow-
bank for over 10 years, and was
the mother of Hannah Owen
Hamilton, the first mistress of
Willowbank.

“She loved researching the
title deeds and getting into
the details of financial land
transfers,” says Oliver-Malone.
“She had quite a mathemati-
cal mind. But when we were
researching the history of the
Hamiltons she would find
these lively little side stories
about domestic life”

ANDREWS LAW
PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081

info@rjwandrews.ca

REAL ESTATE WILLS BUSINESS

Oliver-Malone found a
special bond with Ormsby,
too, when she discovered that
Joy had taught for many years
at Trenton Collegiate. Oliver-
Malone, coincidentally, had
graduated from that same
school just 10 years before
Ormsby began there.

Gary Burroughs was lord
mayor when Ormsby was
named citizen of the year. He
had also worked with her on
past historical projects with the
Niagara Foundation.

“She worked with anyone
who was interested in our histo-
ry, Burroughs says. “She knew
everything about everything.
With the work we are doing
right now on finding informa-
tion about some of our old cem-
eteries, Joy would have been an
incredible resource. She would
have known where they all
were, and she would have loved
to work on it. She would know
the stories behind it”

Besides that citizen of the
year honour, Ormsby was an
honorary life member of the
Niagara Historical Society. In
addition, she won the Ontar-
io Historical Society’s Janet
Carnochan Award, the On-
tario Heritage Trust’s Lifetime
Achievement Award, and was
named a Living Legend by the
Niagara Foundation.

When Julia Owen moved
to Toronto in the 1980s, she
often visited Joy and John in
NOTL.

“I'would come down to vis-
it. They took me in,” Owen says.
“She encouraged me to move
here. She was my rock. We
used to take walks all around
NOTL. I am certain she had a
photographic memory. She re-
membered everything”

Owen says Joy was com-

pletely passionate and dedicat-
ed to history.

“It oozed out of her she
insists. “But she always said this
town gave more to her than she
gave to it. She got a thrill find-
ing out different things that no-
body else had found”

Owen remembers Joy’s
work researching the William
and Susannah Steward House
just down the street from Orms-
by’s home. She adds that her
great-aunt was an avid reader
and was truly passionate about
the Shaw and theatre in general.

“And she was so proud of
her grandkids” adds Owen,
“and so proud of my daughters.
She loved kids, and wanted to
help them find their passion
and pursue higher education”

Kaufman gets emotional
thinking about the influence
that the first official town histo-
rian has had on her career.

“She always believed in
me; Kaufman recalls. “She
helped me dig my feet in, get
to know the history a bit more.
When she came on Mondays I
would have a slew of questions
to ask. To have one of the most
knowledgeable people in the
community believe in me and
support me was amazing. I felt

very lucky to know her and to
have her guidance”
Theres no doubt that

Ormsby has left a lasting legacy
in town. Her research files and
archives remain at the museum
and are still regularly used by
anyone looking for historical
information.

“She was the one that every-
one went to, even all the muse-
um staff) says Kaufman. “She
was always digging and finding
answers to our questions. We'll
be using her research for de-
cades, for generations to come”
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NOTL wins big with regional design awards

Mike Balsom
The Local

Three Niagara-on-the-Lake
locations took home honours
Tuesday evening at the second
Niagara Biennial Design Awards
held at Ravine Vineyard Estate
Winery.

Spirit in Niagara Distillery,
the Gardens at Pillar and Post
Inn and the Poppy Project for Re-
membrance Day at the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Museum were recog-
nized in three different categories.

Originally submitted to the
Urban Design category, the jury
of five architects, urban plan-
ners, visual artists and landscape
architects moved the NOTL
Museums entry to the Outdoor
Art category, where it earned an
award for Outstanding Achieve-
ment.

“It was more than just art,
community engagement coordi-
nator Barbara Worthy tells The
Local about the sheet of thou-
sands of poppies that cascaded
from the museums roof to its
flagpole. The winning submis-
sion was for the 2021 display,
designed to celebrate the 100th
anniversary of the poppy.

“It signifies something that is
hard to put words to;” adds Wor-
thy. “We saw people standing,
staring, looking at the garden,
and looking at the poppies. It re-
minded them of something that
is really important to remember.
It shows how outdoor art can be
important in celebrating com-
memoration”

Worthy is adamant that the
award is only possible because
of the work of the many volun-

teers who poured their hearts
and souls into the eye-catching
display that was expanded to in-
clude an installation at the Court
House on Queen Street in No-
vember 2022.

“We had 40-plus volun-
teers, ladies and a few gentle-
men, Worthy explains. “We
called them the Poppy Brigade,
as an honour to all those wom-
en who sewed quilts and socks
during both wars. They put in
over 1,000 hours of logged time,
probably much more than that.
We used over 10,000 zip ties and
over 400 square feet of netting”

She also lauded Davey Tree
Service, who donated the use of one
of their cherry-picker trucks and
staff to help with the installation.

Of receiving the award, Wor-
thy says, “We feel so proud. Es-
pecially because it really comes
down to the heart of all those
volunteers. Their dedication and
commitment is incredible”

She added that for November
2023, they are looking to expand
once more with the Poppy Proj-
ect, and are in early talks with
Royal Canadian Legion Branch
124 for an installation there.

Not yet two years old, Ar-
nie Lepps Spirit in Niagara
Distillery on Lakeshore Road
has already earned two major
regional awards. In 2022, Lepps
dedication to sustainability in
the distillery’s operations was
recognized with a Niagara Pen-
insula Conservation Authority
Award of Merit. He can now add
an Award of Excellence for Ar-
chitecture to his mantle.

“T wanted the building to fit
into the Niagara-on-the-Lake ar-

chitectural landscape;” Lepp says
of the 18th century-style building
that greets visitors. Much of the in-
terior utilizes pine that was repur-
posed from a 150-year-old fruit
packing barn on the property.

“I have to mention Michael
Mirynech and Eduardo Her-
nandez of 2M Architects,” adds
Lepp. “I knew what I wanted to
build, but they took the idea and
went with it. They made it sub-
missible for the building permits
and made it look great. They did
a fantastic job?

Lepps use of the old pine
board is a continuation of the
theme of sustainability that de-
fines Spirit in Niagaras produc-
tion values. His facility was pur-
pose-built to process some of the
thousands of tonnes of over-ripe
tender fruit that usually goes to
waste yearly in the region. The
jury found those aspects of the
design admirable.

“There’s a lot of validation
in this award,” says a very happy
Lepp. “Everything here adheres
to that concept. We live it every
day with the alcohol we produce
from wasted fruit. What's hap-
pening in the entire world when
it comes to waste needs to be ad-
dressed”

And the awards keep com-
ing for Lepp. Shortly after the
Ravine ceremony, he got word
that Spirit in Niagara has won
a bronze medal for its whisky
at the 2023 Canadian Whisky
Awards, the first such honour for
the distillery’s products.

“Were proud to be amongst
the Museum and Spirit in Ni-
agara as winners from Niagara-
on-the-Lake,” says Paul Mac-

Intyre, vice president of oper-
ations at Lais Hotel Properties,
operators of Pillar and Post Inn.
“This is a spectacular place, and
these are great projects. We are
happy to be beside them”

The Garden at Pillar and
Post Inn won the Outstanding
Achievement in Landscape Ar-
chitecture Award.

“We were surprised about
it MacIntyre concludes. “But it’s
something that we're really; really
proud of. Its amazing how this
addition has been great for the
community and for our visitors
who are coming here from all
over the place”

MacIntyre says his contribu-
tion to bringing owner Jimmy
Lai’s Monet-inspired concept to
fruition is by far the most fun he’s
ever had in his work. The jury
called the almost six-acre garden
a primary example of a privately
owned public space.

“Our guests walking through
the gardens are awestruck]’ adds
MacIntyre. “They can't believe
that its there once they get here
and see it. And they walk along-
side community members each
and every day. Today, theyre
skating right beside them on our

The project team includ-
ed ACK Architects, Oakridge
Landscape Contractors and Sefe-
rian Design Group, an award-
winning landscape architectural
firm based in Burlington.

“They all did a spectacular
job,” states Maclntyre. “It took
a commitment from them to
the vision of our owner and our
company to see through what he
wanted to achieve. They listened

to us and helped us form the vi-
sion. We all got along and worked
through the obstacles. They were
a great team to work with”

By happenstance, the garden
opened just as the COVID recov-
ery was starting. MacIntyre says
having the outdoor space across
the road from the inn was ideal.

“It allowed us to recover
more quickly because outdoor
spaces were critical, he says.
“People were able to escape from
their hotel rooms into this mas-
sive garden, where it was safe
outside. We were able to have
small events. The guests abso-
lutely loved it”

The Niagara Biennial Design
Awards were established in 2020
to recognize and celebrate the
regions design excellence. The
purpose of the awards is to pro-
mote a range of design fields and
to highlight the contributions to
the region's culture made by de-
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signers and patrons.

The jury for this year’s second
awards ceremony evaluated 35 en-
tries in eight different categories. A
total of 11 awards were distributed
at the ceremony at Ravine.

Two Grand Prize Awards
were given Tuesday. The Niagara
Parks Power Station in Niagara
Falls earned one for its adaptive
reuse of a 115-year-old building,
acting as a cultural heritage arti-
fact of the early electrical era. The
other Grand Prize winner was
the new Neil Campbell Rowing
Centre at Henley Island in St.
Catharines, built for the Niagara
2022 Canada Summer Games.

“I was blown away by the
quality of everything we were
seeing up there;’ says an awe-
struck Worthy of the fellow
award winners. “Every project
that was awarded was tremen-
dous. It shows the depth of what
we have in the Niagara Region”

The NOTL Museum’s Sarah Kaufman and Barbara Worthy ac-
cept an award for outstanding achievement in the outdoor art
category for their 2021 Poppy Project. (Photo supplied)
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The buzz on pollinators: Planting with purpose

Sandra Ozkur
Special to The Local

Gardening should be a
fun and rewarding pastime,
and by adding native flowers
and plants that will attract
beneficial insects like bees
and butterflies, your yard will
soon be filled with songbirds
and other beautiful creatures

for your enjoyment.

January is the perfect time
to start planning for spring, so
consider creating a pollinator
patch or adding some native
pollinator plants to your ex-
isting garden. Every plant you
add will help expand the pol-
linator corridor where insects
can find food and refuge. It
is wise to plan your plant se-

lections before heading to the
nursery so you choose pur-
posefully, not impulsively.
Choose plants that serve
a purpose, such as providing
food, pollen, nectar or habitat
for pollinating insects, birds
and small animals. Purpose-
ful planting requires a shift
in thinking. Choose native
plants that haven't been treat-

Honeybees search for nectar as early as March, when snowdrops emerge from under the snow.

(Sandra Ozkur)

ed with pesticides, that are
pollinator-friendly, and sup-
port the ecosystem.

It can be overwhelming
to get started, so I asked two
local experts, George Scott,
beekeeper and pollinator
conservationist, and Betty
Knight, Master Gardener,
about their approach to plan-
ning and planting a more pol-
linator-friendly garden. They
each have a very different
strategy, so choose which one
suits your taste.

Scott starts by consider-
ing the needs of the wildlife
he wants to attract. His main
aim is to provide proper hab-
itat for the bees and wildlife
on his property, so he chooses
his planting accordingly. “As a
beekeeper, my goal is to make
sure there will be an abun-
dant nectar and pollen supply
throughout the entire season.
Beekeepers understand the
interdependence between in-
sect and plant life cycles, and
we plant strategically to en-
sure both wild bees and hon-
ey bees will have ample food
throughout each stage of their
life. The key is to have plants
that provide a nutritious food
supply from the minute the
bees emerge in spring, right
up until they seal up their
hives for winter hibernation,”
he said.

“When you have created
a biodiverse habitat for bees,

the butterflies just naturally
show up to feast on the pollen
and nectar too. Once you have
bees and butterflies, other in-
sects will also move in, which
attracts birds who feed on the
tasty bugs, caterpillars, insects,
seeds and berries. It doesn't
take long before your yard is
filled with beauty and life?

When choosing plants,
his first consideration is their
blooming periods, he said.
“We select a variety of trees,
shrubs and wildflowers that
will bloom at different times.
I start with keystone trees and
plants; these will provide ev-
erything an insect needs to
support its entire life cycle”
Then he adds shrubs, ground
cover, grasses and wildflowers
to provide more rare sources
of pollen. “This will attract
the specialty bees, butterflies,
moths and hummingbirds.
It’s also important to provide
clean water in a shallow con-
tainer with stones for bees
and flying insects to perch
upon while drinking”

Adding bird nesting boxes
will encourage birds to set up
house and raise their young in
your yard, he adds.

“Twenty years ago, we pur-
chased a barren soybean field
and began to restore it as a
wildlife habitat. Today the field
is full of trees, shrubs, grasses,
flowers, bees, butterflies, song-
birds, rare field birds, raptors,

frogs, fish, turtles, deer and
wild turkeys who roam freely
at Niagara Beeway. Its been
very rewarding?”

Scotts favourite plants
that are particularly good for
attracting bees, and hosting

caterpillars:

Eastern redbuds — bum-
blebees, butterflies, moths
and leaf rollers;

Pale purple coneflower —
bees, butterflies, humming-
birds and other pollinators.
The seeds are consumed by
finches;

Butterfly milkweed —
butterflies, bees, host plant for
the monarch butterfly larvae;

Black-eyed Susan — but-
terflies, hummingbirds, in-
sects and songbirds, caterpil-
lar host;

Big Bluestem tall prairie
grass — butterflies, pollina-
tors, habitat for songbirds;

Tall ironwood — attracts
butterflies and bees;

Common elderberry —
favourite of more than 48
species of birds;

Spicebush — host to the
spicebush swallowtail butter-
fly, and used by songbirds,
upland game birds and white-
tailed deer;

Bloodroot — various kinds
of bees, including honeybees;

Serviceberry — berries
attract birds, pollinating in-

Continued on page 11
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Vlrgmla creeper a native vine that acts as caterpillar host

Continued from page 10

sects, small mammals, larval
host to many moths and but-
terfly species, leaf rollers and
sphinx moths;

Fruit trees — wild cherry,
native plum, and apple attract
bees and pollinators, bird
nesting habitat;

Borage — used for bee
medicine;

Parsley and dill — habitat
for butterflies to lay their eggs;

Clover — ground cover
attracts bumble bees, hon-
eybees who make delicious
honey from it.

Master Gardener Betty

Knight takes a more inte-
grated approach to creating a
pollinator garden. “Most peo-
ple already have established
gardens, so my approach is
to introduce a few new native
plant species every year, grad-
ually replacing invasive and
exotic plants with eco-friend-
ly choices. We have to rede-
fine beauty when it comes to
the outdoors. If your garden
isn't being eaten, it isn’t con-
tributing to the ecosystem.
Start by surveying your
yard and determining which
plants are non-native. Many
imported plants and trees,
which were once considered
exotic, may now be regard-

ed as invasive species, said
Knight.

“For example, English ivy
is now considered invasive
because nothing eats it, so it
can eventually take over your
entire garden by choking out
other plants and trees and
even destroying brick siding
as it climbs. A great replace-
ment is Virginia creeper. This
native vine is a nice substitute
that will provide a luxurious
green carpet in summer, and if
left to climb will turn brilliant
colours in the fall without de-
stroying the brickwork”

It acts as a caterpillar host
for sphinx moths and attracts
fruit feeding birds, such as

chickadees, nuthatches, cat-
birds, finches, flycatchers,
woodpeckers, tanagers, swal-
lows, vireos, warblers, mock-
ingbirds, and thrushes, ex-
plained Knight.

“Replacing a few plants
and shrubs, and gradually
converting more and more
lawn to garden each year
makes for an easy transition.
I love flowers, so I plant a
large variety of unique native
species that are aesthetically
pleasing, then wait to see who
shows up to feed on them.
An unchewed garden is not a
useful garden — I love watch-
ing the leaf cutter bees make
burrito blankets out of red-

bud leaves for their larvae”

Starting seeds or plant
plugs in a little nursery bed
alongside your house is a
great way to get to know the
plants, their blooming pe-
riod, shape and size. Once
they are established you can
transplant them to your main
garden according to height,
sun exposure, and blossom
colours.

Some of Knight's favourite
pollinator plants:

Prairie smoke — bumbles
love them and the flowers
have personality;

Kinnikinnik — attracts
moths, including brown elfin,
hoary elfin and Freija fritillary

butterflies;

Wild columbine — dusky-
wing butterfly, pink patched
looper, tobacco budworm
and moths;

Wild strawberry — spe-
cialist bees, Andrena mela-
nochroa, skippers, darts and
butterflies.

A native plant list can be
found at https://npca.ca/im-
ages/uploads/common/Na-
tive_Plant_Guide.pdf.

Tip of the week: Create
more purposeful and natural
gardens, and mother nature
will thank you!

Send us your questions
and our experts will try to an-
swer: penny@notllocal.com.
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Pure Persona exhibit opens at Ironwood Cider House

Mike Balsom
The Local

With last Friday evening’s
opening of their exhibit enti-
tled Pure Persona at Ironwood
Cider House, young artists Dil-
lon Douglas and Chris Louis
are looking to disrupt and rein-
vent Niagara’s culture.

The works on display from
the two friends and collabora-
tors are at the same time both
complementary and in stark
contrast to each other. Stylis-
tically different, they take on
similar themes of ambiguity,
identity and, as their artists
statement says, “the ideological,
existential and social predica-
ment of living within an epoch
of a technologically advanced
stage of capitalism, social me-
dia and neoliberalism”

There’s a rock and roll ele-
ment to the art they both make.
Colourful, striking masks,
evoking African themes, punc-
tuate much of Louis’ work. In
contrast, Douglas’ art often
mixes Picasso-like shapes and
colours with a sensibility pulled
from graffiti.

“We started more similar-
ly, because we were both in-
fluenced by (American artist
Jean-Michel) Basquiat,” Doug-
las tells The Local. “Chris dove
deeper into primitive neo ex-
pressionism, and I started get-
ting into cubism and realism.
We both experiment in differ-
ent styles”

Louis says he rarely uses a
brush in his work, instead re-
lying on more tactile tools such
as pallet knives, painter spatu-
las, charcoal and oil pastels.

“A lot of it was inspired by

Dillon Douglas and Chris Louis, friends who share a love of art, are sharing an exhibit of their art at Ironwood Cider House.

the Harlem Renaissance,” Lou-
is says of his work on display at
Ironwood. “Post-World War I
Black art was starting to make
it to the forefront. It was them
taking ownership from the
colonizers, retelling their story.
That's why my figures are black,
while the reds represent the
Apollo Theatre and the Cotton
Club?

“Were less influenced by
Canadian art;” says the 29-year-
old Douglas. “I think that’s
where our disruption comes in.
We don't do a lot of landscapes.
Theres a lot of influence from
street culture”

Louis, 30, picks it up, “For

us, the message a lot of times
is more important than the ac-
tual skill set or technical ability.
That’s always at the forefront of
our work. We try to do things a
little differently”

Neither Douglas or Louis
set out originally to become
artists. They both attended
AN. Myer Secondary School
in Niagara Falls and took very
different paths after gradua-
tion.

Douglas earned a BA in En-
glish literature, then followed
that up with a Masters degree
in political science and philos-
ophy from Western University.
He was on track to pursue a

PhD when he became disillu-
sioned with academia and be-
gan looking for something else.

Meanwhile, Louis was a
scholarship basketball player
studying sales and marketing
at Niagara College. When his
basketball career was over, he
felt he needed an outlet to ex-
press himself.

The two friends came to-
gether under the banner of a
creative design and marketing
studio called Krank Media
House. Much of their work
centred on helping kickstart
the careers of other creatives,
including artists, musicians
and animators.

When they began renting
a studio space in Niagara Falls,
the creativity began to flow and
the art started pouring out.

Louis still has studio
space there, while Douglas
has created a studio of his
own in a house he rents on
Victoria Street in Niagara-
on-the-Lake. They are also
working out of a space in the
new cultural hub currently
under construction in Niagara
Falls.

On a visit to Ironwood last
summer to support a friend
whose work was on exhibit,
they met marketing and events
manager Robyn Brown and

expressed their interest in an
exhibit of their own.

“We're kind of opportunis-
tic;” Douglas says. “Once some-
thing comes up we bite into it,
sink our teeth into it to make
sure it happens”

Their opening event was
a party, complete with their
friend DJ Rennie spinning the
tunes while the cider was flow-
ing. It was a decidedly young
crowd who showed up at Iron-
wood Friday night.

“If you look at the Euro-
pean scene; Douglas says,
“they have a different cul-
ture around art. We don't
have that here, really. Were
trying to build that up. The
audience doesnt always pre-
exist. Were trying to build it.
That’s another disruptive thing,
building an audience of young-
er people who are now think-
ing about art in a new way.’

The Ironwood show is the
fourth exhibit for the pair, their
second in NOTL.

“Our work has been
well-received,” says Louis. “It’s
been refreshing for most peo-
ple who have come to see our
work”

With Pure Persona on now
until Feb. 28, both artists antic-
ipate spending a lot more time
at Ironwood in the coming
months, walking collectors and
other visitors through the ex-
hibit. And they’re working on
creating a collective art show
in Niagara Falls for some time
in 2023.

“Its about making Niagara
a cultural force to be reckoned
with,” says Douglas. “That’s the
mantra, that’s the goal, that’s the
idea”

Niagara College tracking tower for birds

Sharon Burns
Special to The Local

A new tower atop a
building on the Niagara-
on-the-Lake campus of Niaga-
ra College supplies data about
migratory bird patterns, help-
ing scientists understand the
effects of climate change.

The Motus tower tracks
different birds, such as the yel-
low-bellied prothonotary war-
bler, red-tailed hawk and log-
gerhead shrike. Birds tagged
with micro transmitters ping

the tower, one of a complex
network of towers throughout
North and South America,
linking data to the Birds Can-
ada server. The tower was in-
stalled last year at the campus,
and has just recently become
operational and online. Ac-
cording to its website, Birds
Canada is the country’s only
national organization dedicat-
ed to bird conservation.
Professor Martin Smith,
coordinator of the ecosystem
restoration graduate pro-
gram, explains, “The tower is

The red-tailed hawk is one of the bird species being moni-
tored by the Motus tower. (David Gilchrist)

equipped with an old-fash-
ioned AM/FM  receiver
which picks up signals from
birds with radio transmitter
tags so small a songbird or
butterfly can carry it. As the
bird flies, different towers
ping the identity of the bird,
for example from Toronto, to
Niagara College, across the
escarpment, over the river to
Buffalo and the University of
Buffalo tower”

In 2020, students from the
ecosystem restoration pro-
gram began creating and exe-
cuting a plan for the tower, as
well as securing resources for
the project.

From the data collected,
researchers can track where a
bird species is, how long it stays
there before moving on, and
“unfortunately, where it was
last heard, if killed. This gives
us information about where
theyre not surviving, and al-
lows us to identify weaknesses
in the life cycle;” Smith said.

As one example, fish flies
hatching en masse in lakes
and rivers provide migratory
birds ample sustenance to
move on to the next habitat.
However, “if fish flies have al-
ready hatched because of cli-
mate change, the birds’ cycles

are out of sync,” said Smith.
Data collected from the Mo-
tus tower allows scientists to
see where birds are dying and
allows for improved habitats.
“Historically, we were very
simplistic. The more we study
birds, we see some individual
birds take migration very se-
riously. For example, take two
red-tailed hawks,” Smith says,
one who flies to Venezuela
and one, like the one recently
tagged at the NOTL campus,
who stays here for the winter.
“As a species, it is their insur-
ance policy to stay where they
can find food and raise a fam-
ily. However, in another year,
the food source may not be
here and it may die, whereas
the hawk which flew to Ven-
ezuela would survive. Motus
helps us with these matters”
Those in Smiths program
are most often graduate stu-
dents learning practical ap-
plications of technology to
prepare them for the work-
force. A recent donation from
the Niagara Falls Nature Club
allows student researchers
at the Niagara-on-the-Lake
campus to net and tag species.
Ecosystem Restoration stu-
dent Christa Jackson is gaining
experience with the Motus

tower as she monitors the pro-
thonotary warbler for her wild
species management class.

Jackson lives in Lincoln,
but went to Niagara District
Secondary School in NOTL,
and graduated from the envi-
ronmental technician depart-
ment at Mohawk College.

“Because we have the tow-
er up we now have access to
previous history and data,”
she told The Local.

“We can better see flight
patterns” such as where mi-
gratory birds breed and win-
ter, she explained, and which
help determine if a decline
might be due to something en
route, such as habitat loss.

She is studying the protho-
notary warbler, which she calls
her “nemesis bird,” so named
because, in the bird world,
once you choose to research a
certain species, that species be-
comes elusive — you hear of a
sighting, but it disappears just
before you get there.

After graduation in April,
she hopes to land a job either
working with birds or in eco-
system restoration.

“The Motus system is an
amazing opportunity to learn
more about birds and their
migration habits and possible

routes,” she said. “Working
with the Motus system has
left me wanting to work with
birds even more”

Thanks to the Niagara
Falls Nature Club and their
generous donation, students
will be able to learn “in a re-
al-world way;” said Alan Un-
win, dean of business and en-
vironment, in a news release
from the college.

The tower “also connects
us into a larger, more expan-
sive database network that will
benefit others, even outside of
the college, as the data the Mo-
tus unit will produce will feed
into the broader monitoring
network,” added Unwin.

Currently; there is one oth-
er operational Motus tower in
the region, at Brock Universi-
ty. Smith hopes that one day a
Motus tower can be installed
at Niagara College’s Welland
campus, allowing researchers
and ornithologists to gather
data from the north, central
and southern parts of Niagara.

Ecosystem Restoration is
a one-year graduate certificate
program within the college’s
School of Environment and
Horticulture, based at the 125-
acre Daniel J. Patterson Cam-
pus in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
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Rangers U-19 girls win in final seconds, 49-48

Mike Balsom
The Local

After a challenging but
very successful 2022, the
Under-19 Niagara Rang-
ers girls basketball team is
rolling into 2023 with eight
new players and some re-
newed optimism.

Coach Shawn Pylypiw
took a skeleton team to the
Ontario Basketball Associa-
tion (OBA) championships
last year and came home
with an Under-17 silver
medal. He's hoping to re-
peat or, better yet, improve
on that finish when things
wrap up later this year.

The Rangers took their
first step toward that goal
Friday night at Crossroads
Public School. After a close
back-and-forth battle in the
first half, the Rangers lost
ground in the third quar-
ter to the visiting Ancaster
Magic, finding themselves
12 points behind.

But the girls pulled to-
gether in the fourth, hold-
ing the Magic to only six
points.

“We were able to transi-
tion to our offence and we
scored 19, Pylypiw tells
The Local. “We won the
game in the final seconds,
49-487

Ava  Froese  came
through for the Rangers in
that final quarter, dropping
10 of her 17 points in that
eight minutes. Point guard
Mikayla Wallaceled the way
with 20 points in the game
for the Rangers and played
tenaciously on defence as
well, with five steals. Kyla
Pylypiw matched Wallace's
five steals and added nine
rebounds for Niagara.

“Amy Venneri and Tiana
Hicks also made significant
contributions to the victory
through their grit and hus-
tle) Pylypiw added. “One of

The U-19 girls are starting 2023 with optimism for the season. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

our smallest players, Melia
Kotsanis, was manhandled
most of the game, even
thrown to the ground mul-
tiple times. But she bounced
back up and pushed through.
This was an important first
step in the right direction for
our season.”

Having 13 players on his
roster this year must feel
like a luxury for the coach,
after taking only six girls to
the Ontario championships
in 2022.

“It was our first year back
post-COVID;”  Pylypiw
explains. “Province-wide,
teams were collapsing and
we were hanging on by a
thread. We went for gold,
though, against the Scar-
borough Barons. It was
awesome. I couldnt have
asked for anything more
from the girls last year”

“We were limping down

the court by the end;” St.
Francis Catholic Secondary
School student Kyla Py-
lypiw says of playing four
games in two days at the
OBA finals. “It was definite-
ly a relief to get more girls
to play this year. We know
now were going to have
support on the bench”

Also returning from
last years team are Fro-
ese, Hicks and Wallace.
Theyre joined by some new
girls playing out of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake for the first
time or others returning
after having moved to other
teams.

“Some other teams
collapsed,” Pylypiw says,
“while I think because of
what we achieved last year
our team might have been a
bit of a draw for some girls.
A couple of the new girls I
coached the very first year

we played. They didn't have
a home, so they wanted to
come back and play again
with us”

Pylypiw got his start
with the Rangers when
Kyla was part of the house
league skills development
program that still runs out
of Crossroads. He’s been at
the helm of the travel team
since his daughter made the
leap to competitive ball.

“Kyla is in Grade 11
this year, so we have one
more year with most of this
group,” he says. “Some of
the players in Grade 12 now
will still be able to play with
us next year depending on
their age”

Pylypiw was expecting
scouts from Niagara Col-
lege and Brock University to
be in the crowd at the oppo-
site side of the court Friday.
Wallace and Froese have al-

ready captured the attention
of Chris and Mike Rao, the
father and son who coach
the Niagara Knights and the
Brock Badgers, respectively.
Wallace, a Grade 12 student
at St. Francis, has already
earned a spot at Niagara.

“I'm hoping to take child
and youth studies there;
Wallace says. “I've been to a
few of their practices. I ha-
ven't had a signing session
yet, but that’s coming soon.”

Wallace will be follow-
ing in the footsteps of fellow
former Rangers Beth deBo-
er and Mackenzie Schroed-
er, who debuted with the
Knights in 2019.

Froese, the tallest girl on
the team, didn't start play-
ing basketball until she was
in Grade 8. The Grade 11
student at Smithville Chris-
tian High School has been
in regular contact with

Mike Rao and is hoping to
catch on with the Badgers.

“I'm excited to see where
my future takes me with
basketball,” she says.

Unable to get regular
practice time in the Cross-
roads gym, Pylypiw moved
their sessions to Port Weller
Public School. The facility
there is much smaller, but
they are making do with
what they have.

“Weve been used to
Crossroads, with the bigger
gym and hardwood floors,
says Pylypiw. “We're hap-
py to have a gym, and the
staff here have been great.
The facility is able to fit our
needs for now. Most of our
games, though, will either
be at Crossroads or at a
high school, for the bigger
facility, and some stands for
our spectators.”

The U-19 girls have
been the only travel team
in the Rangers system for
a few years now. But, with
44 kids from Grade 1 to 6
currently involved in the
Rangers Saturday morning
house league run by Genille
Kroeker, Pylypiw is opti-
mistic that after next year
there will be some younger
players interested in playing
travel ball.

“Having that core group
out there is important,” the
NOTL resident says. “For
that to happen, there would
have to be someone who
wants to take on the coach-
ing responsibilities and
everything that goes along
with it. That's where the
starting point would be””

The road to the 2023
OBA championships con-
tinues for the U-19 Rangers
when they host the Grims-
by Grizzlies this Friday
night at Crossroads. They
then travel to Grimsby for a
tournament the weekend of
Feb. 4 and 5.

Mikayla Wallace drives to the Ancaster basket.

Ranger Amy Venneri gets set for a shot while Ava Froese takes care of the post.
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Preds can’t find enough TNT to drop Roadrunners

Mike Balsom
The Local

The Niagara Preda-
tors are still searching for
the magic formula to beat
the top three teams in the
Greater Metro Hockey

League’s Southern Division.
After Friday nights 6-3 loss
to Durham, they are a com-
bined 0-10-1 against the
Roadrunners, the Bradford
Bulls and the first-place
North York Renegades.

The latest loss to the

Roadrunners might have
head coach Kevin Tay-
lor feeling a little Looney
Tunes. Taylors refrain af-
ter the game was a familiar
one, heard often this year
after failing to reach the
Acme against the cream of

Preds’ Alex Andrews keeps control of the puck. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Preds’ Cole Ellis shoots on Roadrunner Cameron Carvalho.

Predator Leo Savin takes a shot.

YpeainPPENINGS

MUSIC AT THE LEGION

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
5:30 TO 8:30 PM
featuring: Terry Upper

Free admission - all welcome!

410 King St. NOTL

N
N\

>
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(¥
V/

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics optional.

Prices starting at $20. Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.
Call Julia 905-934-1040 or email: julia@notilocal.com

Sunday, January 29th

9:45a.m.
Kids Ministry Sign In
(Nursery to Erad% 6)

10:00 a.m.
Worship Gathering
Online & In-Person
Message:

Jeff Martens

The Ministry of the King
(Matthew 4:12-25)

Spaghetti lunch and pie auction

tollowini the service

the GMHL crop.

“We're not good enough
to make mistakes against a
team like that,” Taylor said.
“If you want to compete
against the top teams you
have to be almost perfect.
It comes down to whatever
team makes the fewest mis-
takes. We made some cost-
ly ones, high slot mistakes,
that they were going to cap-
italize on”

Those errors leading to
goals tilted a close game in
visiting Durhams favour.
After losing to the Road-
runners 4-1 and 6-1 back
in October, Taylor want-
ed to make a statement
this weekend in Virgil. His
team, including a number
of new players acquired at
the deadline, fell just short
of proving his point.

The Roadrunners
opened the scoring 3:45
into the game when a pass
in the Preds’ defensive zone
was cut off at the blue line.
Durham’s Trevor Urqu-
hart took the puck behind
the Niagara goal, skated
out and passed to Mikael
Simon-Serroul, who was
unguarded in front of the
crease.

Simon-Serroul slipped
the puck past outstretched
Niagara goaltender Ryan
Santini, who was slow to
get up from the ice. When
he did, he skated toward
the bench, signalled to the
coaching staff, then turned
and immediately skated
toward the dressing room.
Taylor sent backup goalie
Cameron Huff out to play
the rest of the game.

“I'm hoping for the best,
but preparing for the worst,”
Taylor said of his top goal-
tender, who missed four
weeks earlier in the season
with a shoulder injury suf-
fered during a practice. “He
has an appointment to go
back to Montreal to see his
doctor. We'll find out more
then”

Huft did his part the rest
of the way to keep the Preds
in the game, blocking 26 of

the Roadrunners 30 shots
on him. The final Durham
goal came on an empty Ni-
agara net.

Urquhart put Durham
up 2-0 at 11:05, but de-
fenceman Nick Savoie
scored a power play goal
for the Predators with just
52 seconds left in the first
period, taking the wind out
of Durhams sails just before
the horn blew.

A missed check along
the boards in the Niaga-
ra end on a Durham drive
early in the second resulted
in a goal by the Roadrun-
ners Parker Burns. Burns
and Urquhart assisted on
Simon-Serrouls second of
the game about eight min-
utes later to put Durham
ahead 4-1.

But 28 seconds later the
Predators closed the gap
again. Cole Ellis led the
charge into the Durham
zone, with a move around
a defender followed by a
backhanded shot that goal-
tender Cameron Carvalho
kicked away. Nick Savoie
intercepted Durhams at-
tempt to clear the puck out
of the zone and unleashed a
blistering slapshot from the
point. Carvalho stopped
that one, but Leo Savin was
unchecked at the goalies
left pad side and he was able
to deposit the rebound into
the Roadrunners net.

A highlight of the game
came in the last two min-
utes of the second period
when Preds forward De-
clan Fogarty was called
for slashing with 2:05 re-
maining. Niagara mounted
probably their best penalty
kill of the season, keeping
Durham from getting a sin-
gle good chance on Huff.

But the Roadrunners
capitalized on another
turnover in front of Huff to
score yet another early pe-
riod goal in the third. Alex
Andrews responded with a
power play goal at 5:37, as-
sisted by Nolan Wyers and
defenceman Ethan Boyd,
the former Roadrunner
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playing in his first game
since making the move to
Niagara at the league’s trade
deadline.

“He’s a quiet guy;” Taylor
said of Boyd, when asked if
he imparted any inside in-
formation to the coaching
staff about Fridays oppo-
nent. “He’s still getting over
the shock of getting trad-
ed. He played well tonight,
he handled himself really
well. I'm sure that gave
(Durham) some second
thoughts (about trading
him)”

Interestingly, after the
goal by Andrews, Durham
coach Derrick Smith re-
placed Carvalho with Zack
Smirniw, who played the
rest of the game in the
Roadrunners net. Urquhart
picked up his second goal
of the game for Durham on
the empty net to cement the
6-3 victory.

Other newcomers in
Fridays Predator lineup
included Russian forward
Timur Mirzaiants and goal-
tender Zane Clausen, both
also acquired Monday:.

“It was tough to lose our
captain,” Taylor said of trad-
ing St. Davids resident Max
Bredin to the second place
Bradford Bulls. “It was a
difference in philosophy
between what he wanted
and what I expected. He re-
quested a trade and he went
to where he wanted to go.
Its hard to replace a talent
like that?”

Having said that, Taylor
added that Boyd is filling
Bredin’s spot on the blue
line. He expects him to play
a stay-at-home role, and
looks forward to his size,
6'1” and 209 pounds, to
play a big role in Niagaras
physical side of the game.

Other than the few mis-
takes that resulted in goals,
Taylor was pleased with his
team’s performance Friday.

“I think they (Durham)
expected to walk over us)
said Taylor. “They'e still a
team we want to compete
with, and I think tonight we
competed. We just didn't get
the outcome we wanted”

They’ll have one more
chance to get that outcome
when they visit the Road-
runners on Feb. 13.

Meanwhile, at press
time, the Predators were
still tied with St. George
and Tottenham for fourth
place, now 23 points behind
third place Durham.

Taylor says Huff will
most likely get the start in
goal next Friday, Jan. 27, at
home against Tottenham.
And the 6'4” Clausen, who
came over in a trade with
the Northern Divisions
Bradford Rattlers, will most
likely start against the Aces
in Windsor next Saturday
evening.
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU

Across:

1 Pitcher’s error

5 Hall amphibian?

9 Enhancement

14 Country singer/songwriter
Jake ---

15 S American flightless bird

16 Light gray-brown

17 How to start a pudding
race?

18 Bringin

19 Garden tool

20 Slant

21 Marx or Warners, e.g.

22 Adjusted

23 Longing

24 Place for experiments

25 Series of church
intercessions

26 Prom partner

29 Sarcastic praise

31 Reluctant

33 Ugly encounter

34 Oil well equipment

37 Arc

38 Apollo 11 lander

39 New in Tijuana

41 Arid

42 Stand-in

44 Wept

45 Thin pancake

46 The Volunteer State (Abbr.)

47 Wooden hammer

50 Batter’s stat.

52 Along way

55 Castaway locations

56 Bathtub residue

57 Where to find Pikes Peak
(Abbr.)

58 Trim

59 Rent

60 Saturnalia

61 “Peace on earth, good
will ---"

62 AkaCCCP

63 College sporting org.

64 Commence

65 Court dividers

66 Unload for cash

Down:

1 Dictatorial

2 Up

3 Fabled

4 Recognize

5 Junior’s voice

6 Vivien Leigh's GW T W role
7 Strenuous activity

8 Aykroyd and Quayle

9 Teetotalism

10 Second-in-command
11 Actress --- Rigg

12 Poet --- Nash

13 Wanting

25 Wolf Man --- Chaney
27 Off-roader

28 Now

30 --- Martin, cognac
31 Flat panel TV type
32 Belonging to us

33 Pigswill

34 Strengthen

35 “--- Got No Strings...”
(Pinnochio)

Deity

Gravetop vase

On a pension (Abbr.)
Brainy

Stopwatches, e.g.
Light fogs

48 ---inthe arm

49 South American ruminant
51 Pop

53 Kind of pond bloom
54 Kingly

56 Ostracize

57 Drawbacks

36
40
43
45
46
47

LASSIFIEDS=

classified@notllocal.com

Compassionate
Transparent
No Pressure

www.morganfuneral.com

NOTICES

- - To place an Obituary or ,

-~*  In Memoriam in our Classifieds,
please contact Julia at: K

. julia@notllocal.com or ot

905.934.1040 B
. Deadline is Tuesdaysatlp.m. -

Sell your unwanted
items or advertise your
garage sale in our

CLASSIFIEDS

To place your classified ad,
contact Julia:

julia@notllocal.com
Deadline: Mondays at 3 p.m.
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