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Village Medical Centre to open to patients Monday

Chloe Cooley stamp released to commemorate Black History

Canada Post has released the stamp commemorating the story of Chloe Cooley, with input from Sarah Kaufman of the NOTL Museum. (Supplied)

With the furniture, equip-
ment, computers and supplies 
scheduled to arrive Thursday 
morning, the Niagara North 
Family Health Team will be 
welcoming its first patients 
Monday to the new medical 
centre in The Village. 

Physicians Iram Ahmed, 
Tim Bastedo, Karen Berti, 

Samreen Malik and Pratik 
Kalani gathered with admin-
istrators, nurse practitioners, 
town council members and 
others Tuesday afternoon 
inside the state-of-the-art 
facility to cut the ribbon for 
the official opening of the 
centre, which also includes a 
bright, modern new space to 
house LifeLabs. 

Berti escorted The Lo-
cal through a tour of the 

8,000-square-foot building. 
The facility is divided into 
two wings, accessed through 
a central waiting room im-
mediately upon entering.

While the five doctors, 
who are all moving from the 
old Niagara-on-the-Lake 
hospital, will operate out of 
the north side of the build-
ing, the south wing will 
host diabetes educators, a 
pharmacist, mental health 

professionals, social work-
ers, nurse educators, a chi-
ropodist, an occupational 
therapist and three nurse 
practitioners. Each wing has 
its own reception station.

Unlike the current hospi-
tal site, there are no stairs to 
navigate, and a walk along a 
hallway to an elevator is un-
necessary as the new centre 
is all on one floor, level with 
the parking lot. 

“That was very import-
ant from an accessibility 
perspective,” said Berti. 
“And for myself, it’s the first 
time in about 25 years that I 
will be above ground. I’ll ac-
tually see sunlight. And it’s a 
bigger space, a better set-up. 
It’s a perfect size.”

There are 10 examination 
rooms for the doctors to use 
plus two nurse’s rooms. That 
is a 33 per cent increase from 

the eight rooms in total that 
are currently being shared at 
the old hospital. Each exam 
room is spacious and bright, 
with windows looking out at 
the surrounding Village. 

In the south wing, the 
nurse practitioners will for 
the first time have an office 
separate from their exam 
rooms. They will be mov-
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An important piece of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake his-
tory has found its way into 

the world of stamp collec-
tions just in time for Black 
History Month. 

On Jan. 29, Canada 
Post issued a stamp hon-
ouring Chloe Cooley, an 

enslaved woman in the 
Niagara area. In March, 
1793, her enslaver, Adam 
Vrooman, forced her into 
a boat at Queenston to 
sell her across the Niagara  

River. Her screams of pro-
test were witnessed by 
Black Loyalist Peter Mar-
tin, who took his concern 
to the Executive Council 
of Upper Canada. 

The incident is believed 
to have led to Lieutenant- 
Governor John Graves 
Simcoe’s passing of the Act 
to Prohibit Slavery later 
that year. The act banned 

the importation of slaves 
into Upper Canada, a ma-
jor first step in the aboli-
tion of slavery in the prov-
ince.

A plaque commem-
orating Cooley’s impor-
tance stands today on the 
Niagara Parkway at what 
has become known as 
Vrooman’s Point.

“It is very special,” says 
Brandy Ryan, director of 
Equity, Diversity and In-
clusion (DEI) at Canada 
Post. Ryan’s family settled 
in the early 1900s in one 
of the largest and most 
northern Black pioneer 
communities in Canada, 
Alberta’s Amber Valley. 

“For me, and others 
who have been in Cana-
da for many generations,” 
says Ryan, “it’s special for 
us to see that representa-
tion and commemoration 
of diversity. It means so 
much to me and my family 
personally, to our legacy, 
for all to know that there 
have been Black Canadi-
ans for a long time.”

Cooley’s story of for-
titude, resilience and 
strength resonates with 
Ryan, who tells The Local 
that it was a Canada Post 
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Newark Park’s community garden is set to almost double in size this year. (File photo)
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Residents concerned about St. Davids development

Newark Park community garden ready to grow

Niagara-on-the-Lake has 
approved the first step in a 
housing development project 
being planned for St. Davids 
— one of two potential resi-
dential projects local residents 
are voicing concern over this 
winter.

The owners of two prop-
erties at 134 and 140 Tanbark 
Road received approval from 
the town’s committee of ad-
justment to sever two lots of 
land, occupied by two single 
detached homes, from 1.55 
hectares of property behind 
the homes’ backyards, situated 
between St. Davids Estates and 
Courtland Valley Estates.

According to the planners 
with Upper Canada Consul-
tants, developers hope to build 
homes on this vacant land. 

“It’s creating a strong op-
portunity for future residential 
infill,” said town planner Mark 

A new project started last 
spring by a local, avid garden-
er is looking to grow from its 
recent success and bloom into 
a larger effort between neigh-
bours and friends at a local 

Iamarino, noting St. Davids’ 
Secondary Plan includes inten-
tions of dividing up and con-
solidating land in the commu-
nity for future development.

“The nature of the future 
development of these lands is 
not known at this time, and 
will be subject to additional ap-
plications,” said junior planner 
Ethan Laman during an open 
house meeting held to share 
details of the zoning amend-
ment being proposed.

The severance of these two 
lots was a separate process from 
the other main two steps of this 
project. An application to re-
zone the lots the two homes sit 
on is before the municipality, 
which will designate them as 
residential zones. This will al-
low the developers to apply to 
rezone the vacant 1.55 hectares 
for site-specific residential de-
velopment, at which point they 
will share the specifics of their 
development plans for this part 
of the neighbourhood. 

park in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
this year.

Newark Park’s community 
garden is set to nearly double 
in size this spring, after receiv-
ing approval from the town to 
add 26 new gardening plots 
to the existing garden, which  
gardeners began working on 

They will also need ap-
proval to consolidate this va-
cant land with two other strips 
of property, one adjacent to 
southern Hickory Avenue, and 
the other Dyck Lane, a right-
of-way easement which pro-
vides access to those 17 prop-
erties facing northern Hickory 
Avenue.

Locals had plenty of ques-
tions for planners during the 
open house and public meet-
ing held on the land severances 
at 134 and 140 Tanbark Road: 
they shared worries about what 
the future residential develop-
ment means for their neigh-
bourhood.

“I get a feeling that St. Da-
vids is becoming a bedroom 
community,” said Hickory Av-
enue resident Donna Hatton 
during the Jan. 19 public meet-
ing. “I’m not against growth: it 
happens in life, there are major 
changes. But I think (we need) 
very careful consideration 
of what we’re doing with our 

last June.
Julian Trachsel of the Ni-

agara Community Garden 
Network was the brainchild 
behind the idea, and helped 
raise $20,255 last year to fund 
the installation of 32 10x10-
foot plots, plus two raised 
garden beds to accommodate 

small town.”
Dyck Lane residents in 

particular had questions about 
what will become of the ease-
ment they use to access Tan-
bark Road, and which others 
use to access them.

“We have a legal right of 
way to Dyck Lane,” said res-
ident Mike Maves. “I’m not 
fundamentally opposed to re-
sponsible development … but 
I’ve got some concerns about 
the sequence of events that are 
ongoing right now.”

Maves said he wants to see 
“assurances” about how res-
idents will be able to access 
Tanbark Road once Dyck Lane 
is gone: otherwise, there could 
be issues with delivery vehicles, 
emergency vehicles, garbage 
collection and road mainte-
nance.

“If the future involves  
closing Dyck Lane — and let’s 
not kid ourselves, the writing 
does appear to be on the wall  
in that regard — we need prop-

those with physical accessibil-
ity needs.

During the town’s com-
mittee of the whole meeting  
Jan. 24, he shared the accom-
plishments of the garden’s 
inaugural year: the end of the 
season saw a plentiful bounty 
of fruits, vegetables, plants and 
flowers produced by 19 differ-
ent gardeners.

“Overall, we had a really 
successful year,” he told the 
committee. “We learned a lot, 
and boy, we had fun.”

Each plot costs $60 to rent, 
or $90 to rent two, and each 
person is responsible for tend-
ing to their gardens. Every plot 
was occupied last season.

“I think everybody was 
really happy with their crops,” 
Trachsel said. “Even people in 
the neighbourhood who were 
walking by, or riding their 
bikes by, they’d stop in and say 
how pleased they were to see 
the parking being used to a 
much greater degree.”

More than that, however, 
he said the community garden 
brought people in the neigh-
bourhood together to the great 
outdoors, bonding and helping 
to improve the area’s environ-

er frontage and road access,”  
he said.

Others shared similar con-
cerns about road access, the 
loss of housing frontage, in-
creasing road traffic and im-
pacts to the local environment: 
resident Keith Lord voiced 
concerns about the future of a 
large clump of evergreen trees 
on the western edge of the land.

“We’re very concerned 

mental diversity.
It was a place for com-

munity engagement, meeting 
new people, and making new 
friends, he said.

Already, Trachsel said 20 
of the 26 new plots have been 
claimed by those hoping to 
rent a spot for this year’s sea-
son. One raised bed for acces-
sibility needs is still available.

As well as adding the new 
plots, he wants to introduce a 
24-foot round pollinator gar-
den into the mix: a pollinator 
garden hosts plants native to 
the local environment, which 
attracts creatures like bees, 
butterflies and wasps. These 
gardens benefit both the flora 
and fauna of an area.

“There’s clearly a need for 
gardens like this,” he said. “If 
we don’t provide a suitable en-
vironment for our native pol-
linators of all varieties, we run 
the risk of losing them forever.”

Trachsel said the NOTL 
Horticultural Society is agree-
ing to cover the cost of $1,200 
to purchase suitable native 
plants.

“I’m thrilled that you’re 
putting in a pollinator garden,” 
said Coun. Sandra O’Connor. 

that they’re going to be totally 
destroyed,” he said during the 
open house.

Another potential housing 
project in St. Davids is the sub-
ject of an open house meeting 
on Wednesday, Feb. 8: Develop-
ers have created plans for Taw-
ny Ridge Estates, sets of single- 
detached homes, townhouses, 
and other residential units, at 
Tanbark and Warner roads.

“I think that is great for the 
environment and for sustain-
ability.”

After spending the majori-
ty of the money fundraised in 
2022 on the first phase of the 
project, he said this second 
— and final — phase needs 
$6,555 to be completed. With 
$9,095 leftover in donations 
from last year, Trachsel said 
the town won’t be required to 
cover any of the costs.

Instead, the committee ap-
proved a staff report detailing 
that the municipality’s staff 
will be in charge of assembling 
the garden plots, preparing the 
site, tilling the soil and other 
activities to complete the ex-
pansion. The labour costs will 
be billed to the project’s dona-
tions account.

“This is a really perfect ex-
ample of how community en-
gagement can work well with 
a municipal partnership,” said 
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa, be-
fore he and council members 
voted unanimously in favour 
of supporting the expansion.

The town is aiming to fin-
ish the expansion by Friday, 
May 19, depending on weather 
conditions.

Zahraa Hmood
Special to The Local
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Outdoor patios on Queen Street, such as Sunset Grill’s, have been popular, and will be back 
this summer. (File photo)
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Temporary outdoor patios 
back for another season 
The road is once again 

clear for local restaurants, 
bars and wineries to open 
outdoor patios when 
spring returns to Niagara- 
on-the-Lake this year.

The town is looking at 
how to make this fixture of 
the pandemic era a perma-
nent feature — potentially 
at a cost to business own-
ers.

The municipality has 
approved renewal of its 
temporary, seasonal patio 
licensing program, im-
plemented back in 2020 
to allow places to operate 
while adhering to Ontario’s 
COVID-19 physical gath-
ering restrictions, without 
jumping through the usual 
regulatory hoops.

Three years later, out-
door patios are still a hit 
among diners in town. 
Sunset Grill on Queen 
Street is one of 33 spots in 
NOTL to open an outdoor 
patio during the pandemic, 
and co-owner Kim Gauld 
said it’s still an important 
feature of the business, 
giving its guests who aren’t 
yet comfortable dining in-
doors another option.

“It’s added an extra en-
ergy to the street, too. We’ve 
been getting a lot of good 
feedback from residents 
and visitors alike,” she said. 
“The program overall, I 
think, is such a good addi-
tion for the town.”

That positivity was 
echoed at the Jan. 24 gener-
al committee of the whole 
meeting, during a discus-
sion on the patio program.

“I’ve heard nothing but 
positive things,” said Coun. 

Wendy Cheropita. “It’s 
been helpful for the busi-
ness community to extend 
their space, but also, peo-
ple love being outside.”

The committee unani-
mously voted to extend the 
temporary patio program 
for a third time. Until Feb. 
28, 2024, businesses can ei-
ther apply to open a patio 
or renew their permits for 
those that are already es-
tablished.

Following direction 
from a town report on the 
patio program, council-
lors also voted for staff to 
investigate how Niagara- 
on-the-Lake should imple-
ment a permanent patio 
program, including design 
standards for patios, the 
process for accepting ap-
plications, and the costs 
associated with operating a 
permanent program.

“I think it would be a 
great opportunity for us 
and for the town,” Gauld 
said. “It makes the streets 
seem lively, I like the bright 
umbrellas that everybody 
has … it adds a European 
flair to the Old Town.”

Currently, there is no 
fee to apply for a permit. 
According to the report, 
town staff “will need to re-
view the current program 
to assess whether fees will 
be implemented for future 
seasonal patio permits.”

The report mentions 
key financial implications 
of the program, namely 
lost revenue from patios 
occupying municipal paid 
parking spots and the cost 
of staff time and resources.

“Based on similar pro-
grams requiring zoning 
reviews, site inspections 
and coordination of per-

mits across multiple de-
partments, it may cost up 
to $50,000 in staff reports,” 
the report reads, based on 
an estimated cost of $1,200 
to $1,500 per permit and 
15 to 20 hours of process-
ing time.

Gauld said it’s to be ex-
pected that keeping their 
patio for good will involve 
a lot of work with the mu-
nicipality, and that a po-
tential fee would be fair — 
provided it’s comparable to 
earnings the town would 
lose from its paid parking 
spots.

“We think it would be 
worth it,” she said. “There’s 
nothing to suggest any-
thing’s not going to be fair. 
They’ve been open to dis-
cussion.”

The idea of potential 
changes to the program, 
such as charging fees, was 
enough to encourage a de-
bate between councillors 
on the wording of staff ’s 
recommendation, opting 
to create and pass a motion 
which, as Coun. Erwin 
Wiens said he fears, “would 
paint us into a corner.”

“I can’t say I support a 
permanent seasonal pa-
tio program when I don’t 
know what it is,” said 
Coun. Gary Burroughs.

Almost every town de-
partment would need to be 
involved in the process, ex-
plained chief administra-
tive officer Marnie Cluckie: 
planning services, opera-
tions, fire and emergency 
services and the clerk’s of-
fice.

The discussion ended 
with staff tasked with pre-
senting a report to council 
on the permanent patio 
program at a later date.

Zahraa Hmood
Special to The Local
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Carol Miller with good friend Cornelius Lewis at Orchard Park 
Church. (Photos by Jane Andres)

Marlies Boldt awarding the winning team with the Helmut Boldt trophy at the 2006 CWOP Cricket 
match.

Sunday night worship with the CWOP music team at Bethany Mennonite Church, 2007

Vivien Hutton with Herman Neufeld after a Sunday night gathering.
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Looking back: building bridges instead of barriers
It started out with a sim-

ple list of errands for Barbara 
Somerwil one summer day in 
1992. A vision check was not 
on her agenda, but by the end 
of the day Barbara viewed life 
through a different lens.

That afternoon she had 
come across a fatal accident 
along a dangerous stretch of 
road in Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
The police were unable to iden-
tify the victim, a Caribbean 
seasonal farmworker.

The impact of that scene af-
fected Barbara deeply, and she 
called her pastor, Rev. Douglas 
Mitchell from Grace United 
Church, for counsel. It motivat-
ed them to take a trip to visit St. 
James United Church in Sim-
coe to learn about the Carib-
bean Workers Outreach Proj-
ect (CWOP), a program that 
church had started to provide 
care for the social and spiritual 
needs of migrant farmworkers.

The visit inspired them to 
start a chapter of CWOP at 
Grace United Church in their 
hometown. The goal was sim-

ple: to build bridges between 
Jamaican farmworkers and res-
idents of NOTL.

It’s Black History Month — 
a good time to reflect on how 
we have chosen to welcome 
our neighbours, from the early 
days to the present. The experi-
ence of farmworkers in Niagara 
is also a reflection of our local 
history for the past six decades. 

With the establishment of 
the local CWOP, Grace United 
Church partnered with United 
churches in the Vineland and 
Lincoln area to bring up two 
pastors for Sunday night ser-
vices in May and June, preach-
ing on Sundays and visiting the 
farms on week nights.

They began annual domi-
no tournaments, attended with 
great enthusiasm every May. 
Highly competitive cricket 
matches were organized every 
June, well-attended by both 
locals and their neighbours on 
the farms. 

In addition, St. Andrew’s 
United Church in Niagara Falls 
hosted an annual dinner where 
several hundred farmworkers 
and parishioners enjoyed a mix 
of Canadian and Caribbean 

dishes followed by lively music 
and a message.

I was invited to help with 
the music in May 2005. At a 
meeting with Niagara area 
CWOP members, I was intro-
duced to people who would 
prove to be a major influence 
in my life. 

That night I met Mary-
Anne Schlabach, who contin-
ues to inspire all who meet her.  

A recipient of the Rotary 
Club’s Paul Harris award for 
her 50-plus years of serving, she 
still eagerly awaits the return of 
her friends every spring. There 
is likely someone in every town 
in Jamaica who knows “sister” 
MaryAnne. 

Another member, Anne-
liese Pankratz, had been friends 
with seasonal farmworkers 
for many years and was well-
equipped to volunteer with 
CWOP. She knew the location 
of all the farms in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake, having driv-
en most of the employers to 
school during her 35-plus years 
of driving a school bus. When 
her husband Henry was un-
able to drive Sunday nights for 
CWOP, she took over the task. 
She also turned their former 
apple barn into a ‘free shop’ 
for farmworkers. Through her 
volunteer work at the MCC 
Christian Benefit Shop she was 
able to find jeans, hoodies and 
shirts which she then supplied 
to men working on farms in 
her neighbourhood.

A third member, Nancy 
Howse, began making friends 
with Caribbean workers in 
1987 when she worked as a 
cashier at MB Foods in Vir-
gil. Nancy would invite them 
to join her and her late hus-
band, Bob Howse, to church 
on Sundays with lunch after. 
Excursions to Niagara Falls, 
Toronto and local events led 
to treasured friendships and 
enabled them to bring valuable 
insight to the CWOP team.

When I began assisting 
with the church services in 
2005, CWOP was a dynamic 
group of dedicated people who 
provided social and spiritual 
support. On a more personal 
level, many of them assisted in 

practical ways, such as driving 
workers to doctor or dentist 
appointments, inviting them 
over for backyard barbecues, 
or Sunday afternoon outings to 
Niagara Falls.

The lively Sunday night 
services were the highlight of 
the week, not only for our Ca-
ribbean friends but for us locals 
as well! 

The great success of CWOP 
was determined in large part by 
the incredible participation and 
support of not only the United 
Church but by the whole com-
munity. Volunteers came from 
various backgrounds: believ-
ers and non-believers, retired 
farmers, teachers, musicians 
and retirees from many profes-
sions that brought exceptional 
experience.

CWOP member Carol 

Miller and her friends could 
be found at garage sales on 
Saturdays, always on the hunt 
for warm clothing, suitcases, 
household items and toys for 
the men to bring back to their 
children. Retired farmers and 
local tradespeople assisted men 
searching for tools and equip-
ment to ship home in crates 
and barrels at the end of the 
season.

Helmut Boldt first made 
friends with seasonal work-
ers when he owned a small 
farm, and then joined up with 
CWOP shortly after it began 
in 1992. The cricket trophy 
was named the Helmut Boldt 
Award in honour of his dedi-
cation and devoted friendships 
that spanned 14 years.

Some of the CWOP mem-
bers made trips to Jamaica to 

visit their friends, staying in 
their homes, and visiting their 
churches and schools. 

Enthusiastic reports and 
photos from MaryAnn, Nancy, 
Trudy Enns, Carol, and Vic and 
Hertha Boese inspired more 
locals to travel the backroads 
of Jamaica to visit friends and 
their families. 

The first 25 years of CWOP 
were groundbreaking in many 
ways, bridging cross-cultural 
barriers that encouraged digni-
ty and respect.

It was a tragedy that had 
opened Barbara’s eyes to the 
possibilities of a caring com-
munity 31 years ago. May we 
learn from those who have 
shared their vision, built bridg-
es instead of barriers, and shone 
a light on the path to move for-
ward together as neighbours.

Jane Andres
Special to The Local
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Stamp commemorates diversity, Black Canadians

Valerie Novacek of the Queen Street Post Office shows the Chloe Cooley stamp package. 
(Mike Balsom)

stamp launch in 2021 that 
led her to working for the 
crown corporation. 

“They released a num-
ber of stamps for Black 
History Month,” Ryan ex-
plains of that year. “They 
featured Black Canadian 
communities, and one of 
those was Amber Valley. 
When I saw that stamp, it 
was a big deal to my fam-
ily to see our community 
get recognized. A couple 
of months later I got a call 
from Canada Post for an 
opportunity, and I wanted 
to be a part of it.”

Ryan’s role in promot-
ing DEI within the orga-
nization did not include 
being part of the decision 
to actually go forward with 
the Cooley stamp. She ex-
plains that usually a new 
design is created when 
there are multiple requests 
to Canada Post to honour 
an important Canadian 
figure. 

Once the decision was 
made, though, the crown 
corporation reached out 
to experts with knowledge 
of the Chloe Cooley story. 
One of those experts, of 
course, was at the Niagara- 
on-the-Lake Museum. 

Sarah Kaufman, the 
museum’s managing di-

rector and curator, was 
asked to provide input, as 
was educator and historian  
Natasha Henry, the presi-
dent of the Ontario Black 
History Society. 

“In Niagara-on-the- 
Lake, we know Chloe 
Cooley’s story,” says 
Kaufman, “but the rest of 
Canada doesn’t. I was very 
excited to see that they had 
selected her as the stamp 
for Black History Month 
this year.”

The stamp features a 
prominent image of Cool-
ey in the foreground of the 
scenic Niagara River. The 
boat on which her kidnap-
per forcibly transported 
her across the river from 
Queenston is seen behind 
her right shoulder. Dark 
clouds loom on the hori-
zon.

“I found some mistakes 
in the first design they 
sent,” Kaufman remem-
bers. “The boat was wrong, 
it didn’t look like the Niag-
ara River, or Queenston. 
So we talked back and 
forth with them, and I got 
to review the text (on the 
stamp package) as well.”

Kaufman is happy with 
the final design, created by 
Lime Design and featuring 
an illustration by Rick Ja-
cobsen.

“It tells a story itself,” 
she says. “Chloe looks 

very defiant and strong. 
It demonstrates what we 
know from the witness ac-
counts from the time, that 
she was constantly com-
batting her situation, and 
rightfully so. It’s from the 
perspective of Vrooman’s 
Point. And there’s a fig-
ure watching from the 
grounds, representative of 
Peter Martin.”

Unfortunately Cooley’s 
life following the 1793 in-
cident remains a mystery. 
Kaufman concedes that 
there might be a good 
chance Cooley herself had 
no idea of the impact her 
kidnapping had on the 
lives of other enslaved in-
dividuals. 

“It’s a shame she might 
not even have known about 
it,” Kaufman laments. 

There are other import-
ant moments in Niagara’s 
history that might lend 
themselves to future Black 
History Month commem-
orations.

“Solomon Moseby is a 
main character who has a 
significant story,” explains 
Kaufman. “The riot that 
happened around him is 
also something that affect-
ed change in legislation in 
Canada. He would be an-
other great candidate.”

Moseby was an African- 
American freedom seek-
er who stole his enslaver’s 

horse and escaped to Ni-
agara in 1837. His enslaver 
tracked him down with an 
arrest warrant and Mose-
by was jailed in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake. More than 
200 members of the local 
Black community camped 
outside the jail to protest 
and to obstruct Moseby’s 
removal. Two protesters 
were killed during the riot. 
Moseby escaped and fled 
to England.

“Although we are a 
small town, we have sig-
nificant national history 

behind us,” says Kaufman. 
“We’ve been involved in 
so many significant events 
locally, there are so many 
characters from the past 
that could potentially be 
on a stamp.”

For Ryan, it’s import-
ant that Black History 
Month be recognized each 
year, and that Canada Post 
continues to do its part to 
recognize significant mo-
ments and people.

“I didn’t learn about any 
of the history of my peo-
ple in school,” says Ryan. 

“Most of my colleagues 
didn’t, either. For those of 
us who want to tell that 
story, we’ve been left out of 
the history books. Far too 
often those stories don’t 
get told. I’m excited to 
work for an organization 
that tells those stories.”

“It was quite an honour 
to be a part of the project,” 
Kaufman adds. “I got to see 
the light shone nationally 
on Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
and on Chloe Cooley, who 
is a significant part of our 
history.

Continued from page 1
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It’s a good news, bad news kind of week

This is Black History Month, 
and to commemorate it, Chloe 
Cooley has made it on to a 
stamp, her face fierce and proud, 
reminding us of all she suffered. 

Her story led to the first 
legislation passed toward the 
elimination of slavery in Cana-
da, and that stamp will tell her 
story across the country.

Also this week an article by 
Jane Andres, making us realize 
that while there is still more we 
can do as a community, we’ve 
made progress.

It has taken time and the 
help of those like Andres, Julia 
Buxton-Cox (who runs The 
Farmworker Hub), and others 
to remind us how important 
the men and women who come 
here every year are to us. And 
not just for the work they do, but 
as members of our community. 
That’s a good news story, and 
one that can only get better.

On the subject of Black 
History, The Local was sur-
prised to receive a request for 
a correction. We said, first last 

who are so important to our 
system. We are fortunate in this 
country to have universal health 
care, as damaged as it is. Please, 
Doug Ford, take some action to 
hire and train more healthcare 
workers, and then talk to us 
about private clinics.

Next up, Circle Street and 
the two trees the town prom-
ised would be saved in 2018, 
and were surrounded by pro-
tective fencing last year, al-
though a little after construc-
tion on the new house on 
the lot began, after repeated 
reminders from neighbours 
about that 2018 promise. One 
of those trees was cut down 
Monday morning, based on a 
new arborist report that has not 
yet been made public. 

Finally, last week Friday 
brought an answer from the 
town about the other tree on the 
property. The protective fencing 
had been moved by a subcon-
tractor, and for a week, while 
neighbours again begged the 
town to stop it, heavy machin-

June, and again in a recent ar-
ticle, that the Ontario Heritage 
Trust has changed the name 
of the Negro Burial Ground 
to the Niagara Baptist Church 
Burial Ground. The cemetery 
on Mississagua Street has been 
in the news recently for the 
work James Russell is doing to 
try to give names to those bur-
ied there, with few markers left 
to identify them, and the good 
news is that the town is moving 
forward with the hiring of an 
archeological company to do 
the research necessary before 
taking the next, very expensive 
step of preserving headstones 
believed to be buried in the 
cemetery, and which could 
help give names to those who 
lay beneath.

It is not for me to say 
whether the name of the cem-
etery should be changed. If it 
is offensive to Black people, 
then it should be their call. Or 
maybe, as it seems, it’s actual-
ly more offensive to change it, 
as if it isn’t enough that their 

ery went back and forth over 
its roots, the fellow driving the 
equipment saying a bylaw offi-
cer had been out and said it was 
fine. The town said it was inves-
tigating, and a week after the 
fencing was moved, it was put 
back in its original location. The 
town’s answers following the in-
vestigation, again a week later, 
was that no, the fence should 
not have been moved; no, the 
bylaw officer had not said it 
could be moved; and when the 
fencing was moved, staff took 
appropriate action to educate 
the property owner on their ob-
ligations and to ensure the fenc-
ing was reinstated in the proper 
location. A week later.

One tree gone for sure, and 
the other, well, construction is 
a long way from being finished. 
The town with a tree bylaw that 
applies to residents seems unable 
to save trees from developers.

And one final topic of the 
day — an earthquake was felt 
in Niagara by many who were 
awake around 6:15 a.m. Mon-

gravestones and their names 
have already been hidden.

Lezlie Harper, a Niagara 
woman proud of her ancestors 
who came to Canada as free-
dom-seekers, says the name 
should remain the same, call-
ing a change revisionist histo-
ry. Russell, who has spent days 
and days working at the ceme-
tery, also says there is no reason 
to change it.

The Ontario Heritage trust 
says it hasn’t, that the cemetery 
will officially remain the Negro 
Burial Ground. Only the plaque 
— one that was supposed to be 
unveiled at the cemetery last 
June, but wasn’t — will be differ-
ent. So while the name may not 
be altered, there will be no sign 
of it on the site. Not changing 
the name? Maybe not, but no-
body will ever see it.

Healthcare — definitely 
a rant. Whatever form of pri-
vatization awaits our future, a 
much more immediate prob-
lem is an investment in resourc-
es — those healthcare workers 

day morning. It was very brief, 
maybe a second or two — some 
said longer — but not enough 
to understand what it was, until 
we saw it on the news. Nobody 
has reported any damage. 

Also though, that same 
morning we learned of the 
deadly earthquake that has de-
stroyed large areas of Turkey 
and Syria, killing thousands 
of people. There is a scientif-
ic explanation about shifting 
tectonic plates and a fault zone 
that caused the devastation, but 
that doesn’t make it any easier 
to make sense of the tragedy.

We felt a few seconds of 
a shudder or shake, and then 
reached for our coffee and went 
on with our day, while else-
where thousands are dead, in-
jured, homeless or still missing.

Yes, we can always find 
reasons for a good rant, but we 
must also remember how very 
fortunate we are to be here, in 
our corner of the world.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Ben Foster is discovering new locations in NOTL and 
wondering how familiar others may be with them. If you 
know where this photo was taken, email penny@notllocal.
com. Last week Ben apparently looked like he was at Fort 
George, but there is a similar entranceway by Fort Missis-
sauga — that’s where Ben was.

Where is Ben?

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip

Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

Wild Mountain Thyme 
(Netflix 2020) is a typical 
Irish romantic comedy set 
in the idyllic countryside of 
county Mayo. Two introvert-

ed misfits struggle in vain for 
the happiness they both want. 
In the end it all works out, but 
not until they have exasperat-
ed most members of the au-
dience. Visually stunning and 
some lovely performances.

Donald Combe is a retired 

English teacher who loves 
to go to the movies. Until he 
resumes going to theatres, he 
has graciously agreed to share 
his opinions, through “short 
and sweet” exclusives, of 
Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couchEditor: 
Penny Coles 
penny@notllocal.com  
905-246-5878

Publisher:   
The Niagara-on-the-Lake Local

Village Media Regional Publisher (online sales)
John Hammill
John@villagemedia.ca
905-988-5599 ext 1157

Advertising Sales:  
Julia Coles 
julia@notllocal.com
905-934-1040

Graphic Designer: 
Rosie Gowsell 
composing@notllocal.com

News Tips: news@notllocal.com

notllocal.com   facebook.com/notllocal   instagram.com/thenotllocal   @thenotllocal

P.O. Box 430, 1596 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, L0S 1T0

Together, let’s stand up to healthcare privatization 
Together we can stand up 

to healthcare privatization 
We are facing an unprece-

dented crisis in our healthcare 
system. Every single day, my 
office is contacted by someone 
facing a healthcare-related is-
sue. My staff and I hear consis-
tently from folks dealing with 
extended wait times, gaps in 
care and delays in service. 

We have a large senior pop-
ulation here in Niagara, and I 
firmly believe that every single 
resident of our community, 

from Fort Erie to Niagara Falls to  
Niagara-on-the-Lake, deserves 
the highest-quality care possible. 

But that is not what we are 
getting. 

Let me be clear: this is not the 
fault of our nurses, doctors, or 
front-line healthcare staff. Our 
healthcare workers have been 
under an enormous amount of 
pressure: three years of a dead-
ly pandemic, a larger workload 
from staffing shortages, increas-
ing violence in our hospitals and 
the financial impacts and disre-
spect of Bill 124. They deserve 
our respect and admiration. 

The real fault for this crisis 

lies at the hands of our govern-
ment. The provincial Conser-
vative government is pushing 
forward an agenda of healthcare 
privatization. They didn’t run 
on this plan — in fact, they de-
nied support for privatization 
during the last election. But as 
we have seen from the recent 
announcement to expand the 
use of private clinics for surger-
ies, they are moving forward on 
an agenda of private healthcare. 

We need to be clear about 
what this means for patients. 
When you start going down 
this road, we can end up with 
a two-tier, American-style 
healthcare system, which is in-
herently unequal. People with 
more money will be able to pay 
to get better care than middle- 
class and working families, who 
are already struggling to get by 
with the rising cost of living. 

Additionally, this act by 
this conservative government 
will make our staffing crisis in 
healthcare worse, not better. 
Currently, we are short near-
ly 20,000 personal support 

workers and 22,000 registered 
practical nurses. Many have left 
the profession they love due to 
burnout from the pandemic. 
This government has made the 
staffing crisis worse, by push-
ing forward Bill 124, which has 
kept healthcare wages below 
the rate of inflation. 

Opening private clinics will 
lead to more and more healthcare 
workers leaving our public system 
for more lucrative private roles, 
which will continue to starve our 
public system of resources. 

Finally, private clinics can 
often end up being more ex-
pensive to the taxpayer, not a 
cost-saver. And at the end of the 
day, a private clinic’s obligation 
is not to provide exceptional 
care for patients — it’s to make 
money for their shareholders. 

As Canadians, we pride our-
selves on taking care of one an-
other. Our publicly-funded, uni-
versal healthcare system is one 
of the greatest things about this 
country. There’s a reason we vot-
ed Tommy Douglas, the father 
of our public healthcare system, 
as the greatest Canadian, ever. 

Instead of pushing forward 
private healthcare, we need 
a plan to invest in our public 
system. We need a substantial 
campaign to recruit and retain 
healthcare workers in our sys-
tem that offers permanent, full-
time positions with competitive 
salaries and benefits. We need 

to completely scrap Bill 124 and 
pay our nurses and staff what 
they are worth. And we need 
to invest in our hospital system, 
both here in Niagara and across 
the province of Ontario. 

I am committed to keep-
ing up the fight to protect our 

public healthcare. And I want 
to hear from you: on Thursday, 
Feb. 9 at 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m., I 
will be hosting a healthcare 
town hall at the Gale Centre in 
Niagara Falls. I am asking my 
constituents to come out and 
have their voices heard. 

Wayne Gates, MPP
Special to The Local
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

For 75 years, Niagara Mo-
tors has been a driving force 
serving transportation needs 
for the Niagara Region. Es-
tablished in 1946 by Frank 
Willms, the dealership orig-
inally sold Case tractors, 
Myer’s farm sprayers, and 
Studebaker automobiles. 

Selling over 200 vehicles per 
year, General Motors (GM) 
quickly took notice and by 
1953, Niagara Motors was a 
GM branded store.

Owned by the Dick fam-
ily for the past 60 years, Ni-
agara Motors has sustained 
recessions, restructuring 

and rebranding. The success 
of Niagara Motors is due 
to family patriarch David 
G. Dick, known to most as 
Dave Sr., who led the deal-
ership for over five decades. 
In 1957, Dave Sr. was hard 
at work on his 50-acre farm, 
planting and harvesting a 
variety of tender fruits and 
vegetables. Instead of taking 
the winter off, preparing for 
the next growing season, he 
searched for a job to pro-
vide additional income for 
his growing family. With no 
automotive sales experience, 
Dave Sr. was not an ideal 
candidate, but Frank appre-
ciated his tenacity and gave 
him a chance.

Within four years of work-
ing at Niagara Motors, Dave 
Sr. purchased the dealership 
and began expanding the 
business with major renova-
tions in 1964, 1977, 2003 and 
2014. Niagara Motors has 
grown from a small car lot, 
with 15 vehicles, to a retail 
establishment on three sepa-
rate sites in Virgil. Today, the 
dealership is still a branded 
GM store, offering new and 
used vehicle sales, a service 
department, parts store and 
body shop.

Throughout its history, 

and eagerly shared them with 
anyone stopping in. While 
Dave Sr. is no longer with us, 
his family-oriented approach 
and the crates of peaches re-
main a dealership staple.

In honour of 75 years in 
business, Niagara Motors 
hosted a celebration event on 
Saturday, Aug. 28. The cele-
bration included a car show 
with classic GM vehicles, car 
wash, barbecue and raffle 
draw, with prizes donated by 
local businesses. The celebra-
tion served a joint purpose, 
being utilized as a fund-
raiser for Red Roof Retreat. 

Niagara Motors has always 
maintained its small-town, 
family-oriented approach. 
This is evident in the three 
generations of the Dick fam-
ily who have worked at the 
dealership, and Dave Sr.’s dai-
ly presence at the store until 
his passing in 2015. As he got 
older, many will remember 
Dave Sr. sitting in his office 
by the front door eager to talk 
with customers and employ-
ees as they walked into the 
showroom, signalling them 
with a wave. He often had 
crates of fresh peaches from 
his farm stacked in his office, 

We were so humbled by the 
incredible support of our 
community, and were able to 
raise $2,260. Niagara Motors 
pledged to match all funds 
raised and rounded the do-
nation up to a total of $4,700 
for Red Roof Retreat.

Niagara Motors is open 
Monday to Thursday 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m to 5 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. We will con-
tinue to be Virgil’s automo-
tive sales and service leaders 
and look forward to serving 
the community for the next 
75 years.

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years

SALES HOTLINE 1-800-563-0196 or 905-468-2145
www.niagaramotors.com

1537 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, ON

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years!
$10 off

Multi Point Inspection
Just like regular oil changes, a Vehicle Health 
Check is an important part of your vehicle’s 
maintenance schedule. An inspection every six 
months is required, as per your vehicle Owner’s 
Manual. It’s a multi-point inspection of your 
vehicle that helps you protect yourself and your 
automotive investment.

Vehicle Health Checks mean peace of 
mind and we’ve made it easy to schedule 

your Vehicle Health Check online 
through our website or by phone.

NIAGARA MOTORS
Buick - GMC

Lord Mayor Betty Disero congratulates Dave Dick Jr. as  
Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years in business. 

2004 Grand Re Opening. David Dick Sr. cutting the ribbon. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

When I was eight  
years old, my parents split 
up. I don’t have many 
memories of my dad be-
fore then. He was always 
either at work or out with 
friends. He drank a lot 
and I guess my mom fi-
nally had enough. I do 
remember hearing them 
argue at night when they 
thought I was asleep. Af-
ter my dad left, I didn’t 
hear from him much  
until eventually he stopped 
coming around altogether. 

My mom picked up 
more shifts at work and 
wasn’t home much after 
that. She started drink-
ing too and once she met 
Doug, things happened 
fast. We moved in with 
him when I was 11 and the 
fighting started all over 
again. Doug was worse 
than I remember my dad 
being. He was violent and 
by the time I turned 13 he 
was hitting me almost dai-
ly. I thought anything was 
better than being there so 
I left. I stayed at friends 
houses but that didn’t last 
long either. I turned to 
alcohol too, to numb the 
pain of feeling so alone 

and unwanted. I ended 
up on the street before my 
14th birthday. 

I spent 10 years home-
less, living in constant 
anxiety and fear. I was ex-
posed to the violence of 
street life and witnessed 
too many horrible things. 
There were times I didn’t 
think I would make it one 
more day. One of the low-
est points was when I re-
member being caught dig-
ging through the garbage 
outside a coffee shop, just 
to find something to eat. It 
had been days since I had 
any food in my stomach 
and I was in so much pain. 

Stepping through the 
doors of the youth shel-
ter was life-changing. I 
was welcomed with open 
arms where the staff made 
me feel safe for the first 
time in my life. In my four 
month stay at the emer-
gency shelter, I learned so 
many valuable skills. Hav-
ing a roof over my head 
and food in my stomach 
was no longer my only 
concern. 

I took advantage of ev-
ery program they had and 
credit my success to all the 

support I received in tran-
sitional housing where I 
was encouraged to follow 
my passion for photogra-
phy. Today, I am no lon-
ger homeless, I am sober, 
I have a career I love, an 
apartment to call my own 
and a healthy vision for 
the future.  

I learned that the place 
I stayed was funded by 
United Way Niagara – so 
were all the programs I 
attended while staying 
there. Without this sup-
port, I would never have 
been able to get off the 
street and be as successful 
as I am today. It is because 
of donors, like you, that 
these programs are able to 
exist. 

Thank you for saving 
my life.

United Way Niagara programs are life-changing

I was  
welcomed  

with open arms 
where the staff made 

me feel safe for  
the first time in  

my life.
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Once again, I resort to 
The Local newspaper to 
inform people of what this 
town is up to.

I was assured by both 
the CAO and the director 
of planning that they would 
honour the Jan. 18, 2018 
report by arborist Robyn 
Pollard stating that tree #9 
should not be cut down. I 
was also told that the con-
tractor would have to agree 
to the Pollard report before a 
building permit was issued.

Instead of keeping their 
word, the town has chosen to 

With the current con-
struction at Simcoe and 
Johnson Streets, a historic 
item is under threat.

As far as I know, there 
was no mention in any of 
the town’s public announce-
ments that they would de-
stroy a rare, hidden early 
example of one of Niagara’s 
first attempts at a public 
works project.

This is actually an im-
portant discovery and de-
serves some documentation 
and preservation consider-
ation. 

It is probably one of the 
last of the original cut stone 
culvert tunnels for water to 
pass under the road, and 
will probably be destroyed. 
It seems only the modern 
construction added at both 
ends is breaking down. The 
stone tunnel so far appears 

accept a different report by an 
arborist, paid by the contrac-
tor who, surprise, surprise, 
stated that tree #9 is dead. No! 
This is not happening again!

Like the tree, I am old.   
We may have many aches 
and pains but dead we are 
not. In my opinion the con-
tractor wants tree #9 gone 
so they will be able to bring 
heavy equipment in with-
out being concerned about 
damaging roots.

Town council and staff, 
we are not the enemy. And, 
remember, you work for us, 

to be in good condition — 
not surprising.

Too bad the modern 
tube can’t be run through 
end to end and preserve the 
original.

This is probably the last 

Too late to save tree on Circle Street

Historic stone culvert should be protected

not the contractors.  Having 
said that, I am unhappy to 
report that the contractor 
has won again. The tree was 
cut down Monday morning.

My wife has been out 
to look at it, and it does not 
look like a tree that is rotting.

Surprised?  No. Disap-
pointed? Absolutely.  Con-
sidering the track record of 
the town, however, it is what 
we expected.

Gerry Beneteau
Circle Street

NOTL

one we have left. 
This should actually be 

rated as an archaeological 
find. Where is the protection?

Chris Allen
NOTL

LocalLETTERSTed’s thoughts: is the world  
going to hell in a hand basket?

I keep hearing people 
say the world is a danger-
ous place today and we 
have to be careful where we 
go and what we do. Well, I 
did some checking and the 
crime rate is at an all-time 
low in Canada. So why are 
we concerned and afraid?

I believe social media, 
the internet and cable news 
have created this false nar-
rative. For example, there is 
roughly six minutes of new 
news every day, and yet we 
repeat those six minutes 
over and over again for the 
next 24 hours and beyond. 

We used to watch the 
evening news on TV or 
listen to it on the radio at 
6 p.m. and 11 p.m. Then it 
was expanded to the news 
at noon. And now we have 
the morning shows to be-
gin our day with the left-
over stories from yesterday 
and the new stories of to-
day. It is a constant flow of 
doom and gloom.

Depending on the sto-
ry, we will hear it repeated 
every hour on the hour for 
days, even weeks to keep it 
front of mind. How many 
times can we watch a per-
son being beaten by police?  
How many times do we see 
someone being accused of 
sexual misconduct? How 
many times do we watch 
bodies being rescued from 
a bombed-out building on 
the other side of the world?

Think about what that 
does to the mind when 
all we see is destruction 
and murder over and over 
again.

In the past, we would 
not have known about 
the earthquake in another 
country (or apparently a 
very mild one in Niagara) 
or the storm that wiped out 
half a city. We would not 
have known that a suicide 
bomber blew himself up 
along with 50 other peo-
ple. We would not have 
known that a young child 
was kidnapped and found 
dead. And we certainly 

would not be watching the 
invasion and destruction 
of one country by another 
live on TV.

There have always been 
wars going on in the world. 
There have always been 
child abductions. There 
has always been family vi-
olence. There has always 
been child abuse. There 
has always been robbery, 
murder and sexual assault.  
We simply see it all now 
and we see it instantly as 
it happens. And while it’s 
important to know what 
is happening in the world, 
we are watching it over and 
over again.

In this new age of wit-
nessing live events as they 
happen, repeatedly, we are 
inundated with so much 
noise that it is sometimes 
way too much for a person 
to process. Hence we are 
easily led to the dark side.

No, the world is not per-
fect and there are a lot of 
bad things happening to-
day, but I believe those bad 
things have always been 
here and they will always 
continue to exist. Should we 
put our heads in the sand 
and suggest they are not 
happening? No, that is not 
what I am suggesting. 

What I am suggesting 
is that separate parts of the 
world that have not come 
into modernity but still live 

and govern as if it was 100 
years ago. It’s not us, and 
there isn’t much we can do 
to change it.

In Niagara we have 
come a long way.

You can go where you 
want to go, love who you 
want to love and live where 
you want to live regardless 
of your race, religion, gen-
der or sexual orientation, 
without fear.  

Yes, in Niagara we do 
hear about the odd rob-
bery, murder, kidnapping 
and sexual assault, but we 
have to be careful that we 
are not making that two 
per cent our 98 per cent.  
Niagara is a very safe place 
to live.

We are blessed to be 
living where we are and 
maybe it’s time to celebrate 
that and watch more local 
news instead of stuff that 
will never affect us. Does 
that mean we should not 
be aware of what is hap-
pening around the world?  
No, but simply put, my 
toilet flushed this morning 
so for me it’s going to be a 
good day.

Ted Mouradian is an 
author and professional 
speaker. He is president of 
the 2% Factor Inc. and his 
videos can be seen on Tik-
Tok and Instagram. Ted can 
be reached at ted@the2per-
centfactor.com 

Ted Mouradian
Special to The Local

Let me first start off by 
saying I have nothing but 
respect and admiration 
for what nurses have gone 
through during this pan-
demic. I could not have 
done it myself.

But that’s not what I 
was addressing in my letter 
(Privacy in health care not 
a scary word, Jan. 25, The 
Local).

I was addressing the fact 
that nurses and their unions 
have been supporting pub-

lic healthcare which has led 
to disastrous outcomes. I’m 
not surprised that since the 
1970s healthcare outcomes 
have been falling. That is 
about the time when we 
started making healthcare 
public — as such, yes, nurs-
es and their unions are part 
of the problem.

Unless I’m mistaken 
and nurses and their unions 
have been advocating for 
privatizing healthcare.

Unless I’m mistaken 

No apology owed to nurses
and they aren’t advocating 
for the public system that 
is inherently designed to be 
“crumbling down around 
them.”

Unless I’m mistak-
en and nurses and their 
unions have been advocat-
ing for abolishing the Can-
ada Health Act.

No apology will be 
forthcoming.

Alexander Evans 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

This stone culvert should be preserved, says Chris Allen.

Ted Mouradian
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Fully accessible medical centre is bright and spacious

Dr. Karen Berti shows off the adjustable examination table in 
one of the new examination rooms.

Ashley from ColourShock Media affixing room numbers  
to doors.

L-R: Developer John Hawley, deputy lord mayor Erwin Wiens, Dr. Karen Berti, executive director Mary Keith, Dr. Iram Ahmed, Dr. 
Tim Bastedo, Dr. Pratik Kalani, Dr. Samreen Malik

Drawing stations inside LifeLabs.Interior view of one of the waiting rooms. (Photos by Mike 
Balsom) 

Interior view of a nurse practitioner room.

LifeLabs interior with Stephanie Coso and Charlene Serafini.

ing in from the Virgil med-
ical centre, where there is 
no separate office space for 
them outside of their exam-
ination rooms.

“That came out of 
COVID,” explained the 
health team’s executive di-
rector Mary Keith. “It al-
lows for sanitation between 
patients. Our diabetic team 
(dieticians and nurses) are 
now able to provide holis-
tic care together. And our 
multi-use space for mental 
health services has a move-
able wall to facilitate groups.”

There was some nec-
essary logistical planning 
that has gone into moving 
from one medical centre to  
another. 

Berti explained that 
there are very few paper re-
cords anymore, so that was 
not an issue. She was quite 
positive that everything will 
be ready to go Monday from 
an information technology 
perspective. 

And she added that a 
team effort was necessary 
for other items. 

“Exam tables and other 
things are coming over with 
a moving company,” Berti 
pointed out. “Certain chem-

icals, though, we have to be 
careful with. With liquid 
nitrogen, we made sure we 
used that all up so we didn’t 
have to move it. The moving 
company won’t bring oxy-
gen cylinders, so our col-
leagues will bring those over 
themselves.” 

Developer John Haw-
ley seemed both happy and 
relieved that the medical 
centre is opening next week 

after the event had been 
pushed back twice in 2022.

“We had some trou-
bles getting out of the gate 
with approvals,” Hawley 
said Tuesday. “But the town 
helped us work through 
that. Everyone wanted to 
see this get done. A lot of the 
delays were caused by the 
pandemic. And of course, 
we are over budget because 
of the pandemic, too.”

Hawley thanked the 
homeowners in The Village 
as well as the tenants in the 
commercial plaza next to 
the medical centre for their 
patience and cooperation. 
He also expressed gratitude 
to NOTL councillors from 
the last 10 years for their 
support of the project. 

In his address, deputy 
lord mayor Erwin Wiens 
made special mention of 

current councillor Sandra 
O’Connor for her influence 
in getting the project pushed 
forward.

“Healthcare as an in-
frastructure, a town needs 
that,” added O’Connor. 
“Upgrading, as we’ve done 
here, is very important to 
the health and well-being of 
the town. It’s very important 
that we continue to push for 
the infrastructure here to 

service everyone.”
“It’s going to be very nice 

to be within a community 
atmosphere,” Berti told The 
Local. “Although I have very 
much enjoyed being at the 
hospital, it is a very high tour-
ist area. Parking can be an 
issue there. We won’t notice 
that here. This is a move in 
the right direction for every 
body.”

And the space in Virgil 
vacated by members of the 
health team leaves room for 
new doctors to set up prac-
tices in NOTL in the future. 
As well, the added space of-
fered in The Village may of-
fer other future opportuni-
ties for expanded healthcare 
in town.

“We would be happy to 
bring in more people to col-
laborate,” explained Berti. 
“Maybe some specialist care 
on certain days of the week. 
But right now we just have 
to figure out how we fit in, 
how our workflow goes.”

She added, “We need 
more doctors in the area. It’s 
certainly a necessity. That 
will be our next five-year 
plan, how we go about re-
cruiting more people into 
our two healthcare spaces. 
Right now, though, we’ll 
take some time to enjoy 
what we have.”

Continued from page 1
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Members of the Rotary Club of Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine, receiving Rotary Club shipments. (Supplied)
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Rotarians raise more than $500,000 to help Ukraine

The Rotary Club of  
Niagara-on-the-Lake, indi-
vidual Rotarians, and Rota-
ry District 7090 (including 
more than 70 Rotary Clubs 
in southern Ontario and 
western New York) have 
rallied to the aid of Ukraine.

Our local club contrib-
uted $25,000 from commu-
nity fundraising efforts to 
three front-line organiza-
tions that can provide direct 
support to Ukrainians: The 
Canada-Ukraine Foun-
dation ($2,000), Shelter 
Box ($7,000), and Doctors 
Without Borders ($16,000).

Our support for the 
Ukraine doesn’t stop there. 

Rotarian Jodey Porter 
raised a further $72,000 
from the NOTL commu-
nity in support of Doctors 
Without Borders. “We in-
spired our community to 
give, and our capability in 
terms of multiplier effect 
for donations helped us 
guide monies to organiza-
tions that could best benefit 
those on the ground at such 
a time of terror and cruelty,” 
says Porter.

Individual leadership 
from Rotarians Bill and 
Emily Charnetski raised a 
further $30,000 which was 
directed to the Canada- 
Ukraine Foundation.

“The Foundation is bas-
ed out of Toronto and has 

done wonderful work. They 
take over medical teams 
(including equipment and 
materials) to do specialized 
surgeries and training. The 
trips were all paid by local 
donations and the medical 
teams consisted of volunteer 
professionals,” says Bill.

This generous spirit 
runs deep in the Charnets-
ki family. When Bill Jr. was 
married last summer, in 
lieu of gifts, he and his wife 
requested donations to the 
Canada-Ukraine Founda-
tion. Family and friends 
generously donated over 
$11,000.

With the added impact 
of matching donations 
from Rotary International, 
Doctors Without Borders, 
and the Canadian Govern-
ment, our contribution be-
came $250,000.

Not only did local Ro-
tarians raise funds, but we 
went to work.

Rotarian Anne Dickson 
says, “We spent days col-
lecting and packing care 
packages consisting of sup-
plies identified as needed 
priorities, including med-
ical and personal items.” 
Anne’s commitment to help 
extended to providing em-
ployment for several young 
people who’ve arrived in 
our area from Ukraine.

In the fall of 2022, Rota-
ry District 7090 (of which 
the NOTL club is a mem-
ber) received a grant of 
$35,000 from Rotary Inter-

national to assist in sending 
medical equipment and 
humanitarian necessities to 
Ukraine.

Collaborating with the  
Rotary Club of Ivano- 
Frankivsk, Ukraine — and  
Warehouse of Hope, Not 
Just Tourists in North 
America, as well as AMA 
Hope, all humanitarian 
organizations — a total of 
more than $230,000 of re-
lief supplies, including 500 

trauma kits, 50 hygiene kits, 
medical equipment, sup-
plies, and bandages were 
sent and distributed in war-
torn areas of Ukraine.

Rotary District 7090 
Foundation Chair Sandi 
Chard of St. Catharines said, 
“It is the efforts of Rotarians 
in District 7090, committed 
to ‘doing good in the world,’ 
The Rotary Foundation and 
strong partnerships with 
humanitarian organiza-

tions, that made this project 
happen so quickly, and we 
delivered hope to Rotarians 
in Ukraine.”

Southern Ontario and 
western New York Rota-
ry Clubs were extremely 
supportive and worked to-
gether to secure products 
and helped with packing 
and shipping of the much- 
needed equipment. Five 
pallets carrying medical 
and humanitarian supplies 

were delivered safely to 
the Rotary Club of Ivano- 
Frankivsk, Ukraine, to han-
dle proper dispersion of all 
supplies.

Rotary’s global net-
work extends to 1.4 million 
neighbours, friends, leaders 
and problem-solvers who 
see a world where people 
unite and take action to cre-
ate lasting change — across 
the globe, in our communi-
ties, and in ourselves. 

Greg Fedoryn
NOTL Rotary president 
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Christopher Bowron*** .................... 905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** ...................................... 905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ........................ 905-651-2977
Victoria Bolduc* ............................... 905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* ................................. 905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ................................ 905-468-1256
Nicole Vanderperk* .......................... 905-941-4585

Viviane Elltoft* .................................. 905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ................................ 905-380-8012
Jane Elltoft* ...................................... 905-988-8776
Cheryl Carmichael* .......................... 905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* ................................. 905-685-2458
Linda Williams* ................................ 905-401-4240
Caroline Polgrabia* .......................... 905-933-4983

Patricia Atherton* ............................ 905-933-4983
Weston Miller* .................................. 289-213-8681
Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez* ........ 905-328-2145
Ricky Watson* ................................. 905-246-3387

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

The Highest Total Volume of 
Local Sales for the Past Decade

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

678 LINE 2 ROAD UNIT 214  
$719,000 

MLS 40371119 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft 

25 SORENSEN COURT UNIT 5 
$1,095,000 

MLS 40372850 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

45 STONERIDGE CRESCENT 
$1,899,000

MLS 40341288 • Randall Armstrong

21 LORETTA DRIVE UNIT 14 
$2,650+ PER MONTH

MLS 40364161 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

41 JAMES STREET 
$1,999,000

MLS 40355644 • Caroline Polgrabia and Patricia Atherton

106 QUEEN STREET UNIT E
$3,900 +++ 

MLS 40364624 • Caroline Polgrabia and Patricia Atherton

77B BROADWAY  
$899,000

MLS 40353655 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

382 WILLIAM STREET  
$1,599,000 

MLS 40360342 • Viviane Elltoft and Jane Elltoft

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING 

***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

OPEN HOUSE 

SUN 2-4
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Dorothy and Greg Walker give a cheque to Kevin Turcotte, the town’s parks and recreation supervisor, hoping to ensure there will 
continue to be a pool in their community.

At the Friends of St. Davids’ last meeting the decision was made to donate about $2,000 to the St. Davids Pool Fund. (Photos supplied)
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St. Davids Social looking for members, meeting room
In terms of population, 

the St. Davids of today is 
very different from the vil-
lage it was 20 years ago.

What hasn’t changed 
is that the 5,000 or so res-
idents who have become 
villagers in those years love 
their community every bit as 
much as the 250 people who 
called it home before the ex-
plosion of development.

The two decades of 
growth can be traced to 
the expansion of the urban 
boundary of St. Davids, and 
the decision of the town and 
region that it was time for the 
installation of sewers in an 
area that had depended on 
septic tanks, which were old 
and often failing. That led to 
Cannery Park and the many 
other subdivisions that have 
been created since then.

Greg Ryall is one resident 
who bridges that enormous 
growth, having lived on Pax-
ton Lane in the 1980s.

After a time in Niagara 
Falls, he is back in the village, 
living on Sandalwood Cres-
cent, and is at the helm of St. 
Davids Social, which is a less 
formal version of the Friends 
of St. Davids, founded in 
2018 by Greg and Dorothy 
Walker.

What had begun as a so-
cial club, says Greg Walker, 
“grew to become a resource 
helping to make St Davids an 
even better place to live.”

Examples of the group’s 
accomplishments include 
the establishment at Sparky’s 
Park of a unique Little Free 
Library, designed in the like-
ness of the historic Wood-
bourne Inn on Four Mile 
Creek Road, and the creation 
of an active gardening group 
whose members maintain 
the pollinator gardens at the 
main intersection of the vil-
lage and at St Davids Public 
School.”

Both the library and the 
gardening group, Walker 
says, “remain active today as 
independent resources for 
the village of St. Davids.”

The Friends group has 
now “returned to its roots as 
a social club,” Walker says, 
providing “diverse social op-
portunities for the St Davids 
community.”

Ryall says this coming to-
gether of the group of villag-
ers demonstrates “the spirit 
of fostering a sense of com-
munity here in St. Davids, 
and investing in its future.” 

The membership is very 
much driven by the people 
who have relocated to St. 
Davids. “They have come to 
St. Davids by choice, at this 
stage of their lives.”

It’s an interesting dichot-
omy of individuals, he adds, 
those who have chosen to 
become part of the changing 
community, and those who 
have lived there a long time 
“and are hesitant to embrace 
the change.”

To show their support for 
the village, its history and its 
future, “the final act” of the 
Walkers and the Friends of 
St. Davids, explains Ryall, 
was to donate about $2,000 
to the town, accumulated 
over the last four years, to 
support the St. Davids swim-
ming pool.

It’s an important part of 
the community now, and 
one that will remain so in the 
coming years, and the group 
wanted to show their com-
mitment to the community.

“The Lions Park and 
pool are part of the village’s 
rich history, and we hope it 
will be around for decades to 
come,” he says.

What is missing for the 
community is a public place 
to meet — many of the re-
cent arrivals are retirees, 
“and they would like a place 
where they can just sit and 
have coffee, and get to know 
their neighbours.”

They are also looking for 
a location where they can 
meet as a group, and there 
are restaurants nearby, but 
he explains it has been diffi-
cult to reserve space. Restau-
rants might want a guarantee 
of $20 a head,  or a financial 
commitment upfront. Ryall 
stresses he’s not criticizing 
those establishments, given 
what has happened to them 
during the pandemic, but it 
doesn’t work for their mem-
bers.

They have had to go out-
side of St. Davids on occa-
sion for their gatherings, to 
restaurants in the north end 
of Niagara Falls, NOTL, the 
Eagle Valley Golf Club, for 
Christmas parties and other 
special occasions — wherev-
er they could get a reserva-
tion. And they’ve had some 
great events at Ravine Vine-
yard Estates.

“Ravine is terrific,” Ry-
all says. “I love the family 
and everything Ravine has 
done for the community, but 
it’s not inexpensive. We’re 
struggling to find a regular 
meeting spot in the village 

without a significant cost.”
The club has moved away 

from a paid membership, he 
says. 

Since the early days of the 
Friends of St. Davids, there 
has been a total of more than 
300 members, but today the 
social club has an active base 
of about 60-plus people, with 
a focus on expanding that in 
a post-pandemic 2023.

“The pandemic hurt us 
big-time,” Ryall says. “Peo-
ple couldn’t get together, 
and they weren’t paying a 
membership because they 
couldn’t get together. Any 
spots where we used to meet 
were shuttered.”

The Lions Club hall on 
York Road is the obvious 
choice now as a meeting 
place, he says, but there are 
problems with that. “I’m all 
in with the Lions Club, but 
it’s run by volunteers as well.”

And volunteers under-

standably don’t want to be 
responsible for issues such as 
setting up and cleaning the 
hall after an event, he adds.

Ryall says he’s the newest 
member of the Lions Club, 
and hopes other social club 
members will also join.

The Lions have “a spec-
tacular history with the 
community,” he says, and 
they also have a great facil-
ity, with the ability to host 
barbecues, space to meet for 
coffee or breakfast, licensed 
space, indoors and out, and 
it’s accessible for those with 
physical disabilities.

When asked about the 
social club using the hall to 
meet, he says, “they’re very 
open to it, but they say ‘if you 
want to use the space, join 
us.’”

And to that, he tells The 
Local, “we’re working on it. 
That’s the future, and one of 
our aspirational goals.”

“We have really good 
momentum,” he adds. “We’re 
getting there.”

The focus of the club is to 
learn about the history of the 
village, and to foster a sense 
of community and pride in 
the village, says Ryall.

What they don’t want is 
to take on issues, or political 
debate.

While Ryall and oth-
er members have opinions 
about such issues as the 
roundabout, or the new 
commercial development 
at the corner — other than 
hoping it offers services 
they can use — that’s not the 
point of their group.

“There would be differ-
ent opinions among mem-
bers, and we’re not getting 
into the political fray.”

He speaks instead of the 
public school, and the stu-
dents of the graduating class 
of 2022 who were able to cel-

ebrate — the first class to do 
so in two years.

And he mentions the 
Harber family, owners of Ra-
vine, and what they did for 
that class of youngsters.

“Our members are al-
most in awe of the family, 
and what they’ve done for 
the community.

Ryall was at the school 
taking pictures of the kids 
as they left their graduation, 
“faces all beaming and smil-
ing.”

And then they walked to 
Ravine, where there was a 
pizza party waiting for them. 
“They had a terrific party. 
They were having so much 
fun, all wanting to get in the 
pictures. It was a perfect set-
ting for them that night.”

And that, he says, is what 
the members of St. Davids 
Social want — to build and 
be part of that kind of com-
munity.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Rob Munger, owner of the Olde Tyme Candy Shoppe, has added an arcade to his Queen 
Street store. (Photos by Sharon Burns)

Vintage arcade games await at the candy shop.
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Vintage arcade added to Queen Street candy shop
For those reminisc-

ing about the arcade that 
used to be in the plaza 
on the corner of Four 
Mile Creek Road and Ni-
agara Stone Road, you 
can now get your Gala-
ga fix in the new arcade 
room on Queen Street in  
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Rob Munger, owner 
of the Olde Tyme Candy 
Shoppe, has installed more 
than a dozen arcade games 
dating from the 1980s and 
1990s, including Galaga, 
Tron and Golden Tee. Ter-
minator 2 Judgment Day 
is, so far, the lone pinball 
machine. 

Munger has been col-
lecting arcade games for 
years and storing them in 
his garage with the inten-
tion of opening a barcade 
(bar plus arcade). Howev-
er, he has not been able to 
secure a suitable location. 
A recent expansion in the 
candy store has created 
space for the vintage and 
rebuilt arcade games.

“We want to make it 
more of an experience, a 
destination,” said Mung-
er, who is also installing  
a fully-automated candy 
floss machine. 

The expanded Jelly Bel-
ly wall catches the eyes of 

young ones as they enter 
the store. “We carry literal-
ly 70 flavours,” said Mung-
er. “We will also expand 
our toy line and focus on 
retro toys to keep with the 
ambience of the store.”

Munger, originally 
from Chippawa, start-
ed in the candy business 
while living and skiing in 
Canmore, Alberta. While 
working in a friend’s candy 
store, he went on a buying 
expedition to the Candy 

Expo in Chicago. Munger 
opened a candy store in 
Niagara Falls, and the one 
on Queen Street in 2015. 

“We try to focus on ev-
erything you can’t get in 
grocery or variety stores,” 
said Munger. Crickets, 
sour balls, a five pound 
gummy bear and sin-
gle pickles in a bag line 
the shelves of the store.  
They also offer a selec-
tion of candy originating 
from Japan, England and  

America.
Look up to discover a 

ceiling embellished with 
“one of every Pez we had 
in the store for the past 
seven years,” said Munger. 
And with a larger wall full 
of new Pez, he is bound to 
add to his ceiling soon.

In the arcade most 
games are now operable, 
and will be coin-operat-
ed, costing nothing more 
than the nostalgic price of 
twenty-five cents to $1.

Sharon Burns
Special to The Local
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Continued on page 13

Volunteers Susan Sparrow and Cindy Grant explain how the new space will be divided, with the thrift shop from the front of the store likely going back to the divider. There is some work to 
be done, such as creating walls to break up the space, and likely carpeting to install, says Grant. (Penny Coles)
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Newark Neighbours ready for more space
Newark Neighbours has 

come a long way since the 
days when founder Peggy 
Anderson would be seen on 
her daily walk from her But-
ler Street home to the food 
bank and thrift shop that 
dates back to the early 1970s.

She’d be impressed and 
proud to see what the current 
volunteers have managed to 
do in recent years with the 
small barn on John Street, 
built with the help of volun-
teers in the early 1990s, and 
even more so with what they 
are about to do with their 

new Virgil location, which 
triples the space they have 
now.

But the reality is that al-
though much of the new 
space will be dedicated to 
expanding the thrift shop, 
a much larger space is also 
needed for the food bank, 
which is being used by an in-
creasing number of Niagara- 
on-the-Lake residents.

The crowded thrift shop 
has always been a favourite 
for not only locals but shop-
pers from across the region 
who like a good deal, and 
about a half to two-thirds of 
the new space will allow it 
to be spread out, with lots of 

room to move around com-
fortably, says Cindy Grant, 
chair of Newark Neighbours.

“I’m really looking for-
ward to the new space. Our 
clients will be able to shop a 
lot easier with more room 
and more aisles.”

With a growing need to 
help those facing food inse-
curity, the food bank in the 
new location will be about 
double the size it is now. It 
will be enclosed and have a 
side door to ensure privacy.

And what will feel like 
heaven for the volunteers is a 
proper washroom with run-
ning water. In early years at 
the barn there was no wash-

room, but they do have an 
incinerator toilet now — “a 
fun experience sometimes, I 
must say,” says Grant. “There 
are two washrooms in the 
new location, but I think 
we’ll be making one of those 
rooms into a storage space.”

The thrift shop at the 
front and food bank to the 
back will be divided by a sep-
arate area for sorting items as 
they arrive, something New-
ark Neighbours doesn’t have 
now and desperately needs, 
says Grant, and there will be 
a small office to talk to new 
clients and register them for 
food.

Several years ago the 

food bank adopted the use of 
the Canadian government’s 
low-income guidelines, and 
new clients are asked for 
proof of income. 

“If they can’t provide it, 
but explain why they’re in 
need, we’d never turn anyone 
away,” says Grant. “We would 
if we felt there was something 
off about their story, but that’s 
never happened.”

When Anderson and a 
friend realized there were 
families in need in town in 
1971, they started the food 
bank in a small Chautauqua 
storefront, and that Christ-
mas helped 100 families, in-
cluding 175 children. Many 

of those who were provided 
with food had been drawn 
to Niagara-on-the-Lake’s ag-
ricultural community, and 
were willing to work hard 
to support their families, of-
ten with a large number of 
children. Donated clothing 
and household goods were 
also available for those in 
need, and the barn became 
a favourite place for migrant 
farmworkers to gather on 
their Sunday afternoons off. 
Anderson would give them a 
large black garbage bag to fill 
with clothing for their fami-
lies back home, for the price 

Penny Coles
The Local

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY
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John Street barn remains open until move
of $5 a bag, which helped to 
pay the bills for the barn.

The founder of Newark 
Neighbours would also be 
pleased to know how gener-
ous the community contin-
ues to be. In her day, when 
she would write letters week-
ly to be published in the for-
mer Niagara Advance, she 
would let people know what 
was needed. Without fail, she 
said, she could count on do-
nations of the items she had 
asked for to arrive at the barn 
door.

Grant can say the same 
— when the food shelves are 

low or there are specific items 
that are needed, she has only 
to ask. “We see it time and 
time again.” She laughs about 
the call for poultry stuffing 
that went out before Christ-
mas — although the shelves 
are getting bare even after the 
“incredible bounty” of food 
donated for the holiday, they 
have enough stuffing left over 
to get through Easter.

Although in pre-pandem-
ic years there were typically 35 
to 40 families or individuals 
who would be registered for 
help, the number has grown 
significantly since then.

In recent months they’ve 
had more than 80 families 

registered, and at Christmas 
they delivered hampers and 
gifts to 87 families, and a total 
of 139 individuals.

“The last two and a half 
years, we’ve more than dou-
bled the people we serve, and 
every month it increases. In 
January, we had nine new cli-
ents.”

The reasons are many, as 
they have been over the years, 
including single mothers 
leaving difficult situations, 
students at Niagara College, 
and families who don’t have 
the income to cover the rising 
cost of food.

Newark Neighbours cli-
ents can pick up food every 

two weeks, while some of 
the other food banks in the 
region have had to cut down 
to once a month because of 
food supply and the grow-
ing need for assistance, says 
Grant.

“Our clients are generally 
very grateful for whatever we 
can give them,” says Grant. 
They are selective in what 
they take, “but in a good way. 
As they walk along the aisles 
they’ll say ‘no, I won’t take 
that, I don’t need it.’ They only 
take what they need.”

They can’t pick up fresh 
produce or milk or eggs at the 
barn, so instead they are giv-
en PC Cards once a month 

to purchase what they need, 
the amount depending on 
the number of people in the 
family, says Grant. 

The new space can’t come 
soon enough for the vol-
unteers. Grant stresses that 
the John Street location will 
remain open and accepting 
donations until the move, 
hopefully by late spring or 
early summer.

In the meantime, a TikTok 
request for food from Krista 
London and her son Avery has 
been an enormous success, 
and a huge amount of food is 
expected to arrive Wednes-
day — Grant can’t say enough 
about the youngster and his 

family for doing so much for 
Newark Neighbours.

Volunteers are also grate-
ful for a food drive this week-
end, and have a list of items 
most needed: jam, honey, ap-
plesauce, puddings, canned 
fruit, granola bars, cookies 
and crackers, soda crackers, 
cans of chili, ravioli or Chef 
Boyardee products, Ramen 
instant soups or Mr. Noodles, 
rice, Side Kicks, condiments, 
toilet paper, Kleenex, and pa-
per towels.

The barn may be small, 
but they have outdoor con-
tainers for the overflow, and 
are grateful to be able to fill 
them.

Continued from page 12

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

WINE BOUTIQUE 
& TASTING BAR

Open 7 Days a Week
Wine Tastings 
Offered Daily

Reservations Strongly 
Recommended for Wine Tasting

THE   
FARMHOUSE 

CAFÉ

Celebrating 20 Years in Business  

2002-2022

Open For 
Lunch Daily

Reservations Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give us a call to book 
905-468-8814

Bring this ad in for 10% off lunch on any  
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday in February

Cannot be used Feb. 14 and Feb .20

LET YOUR CUSTOMERS KNOW YOU ARE OPEN 
TO SERVE THEM SAFELY!

Running every week until further notice!

To place your ad, call or email Julia at:
 905.934.1040     julia@notllocal.com

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
Monday – Sunday: 10 – 5 

118 Queen St., NOTL  |  289.868.8898
olivniagara.comN I A G A R A

Flavours of the week
Oregano Extra Virgin Olive Oil 

50% off  Feb 6th - 10th
                      (limit 2 per customer)

 Chocolate Jalapeno Dark Balsamic
   Free with $65 purchase Feb 11th & 12th
  50% off Feb 13th - 17th (limit 2 per customer)
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Queen St. Niagara-on-the-Lake, by Lynn Weiner (Mike Balsom)

Princess Point, by Catherine 
Cullis (Maria H. Klassen)

A Fragile Man, by Lynne Gaetz

Taking it Easy, by Gord Rosewarne (Maria  
H. Klassen)

Lost on the Margaree, by Pat Haftar (Maria H. Klassen)

A Perfect Day, by Rosie Sherman (Maria H. 
Klassen)

Fallen Tree, by Tim Sullivan

Iris, by Nancy Wardle (Maria H. Klassen)Willow Bursting with Spring, by Sherron 
Moorhead (Maria H. Klassen)

Reflections of Fall, by Julia Kane (Supplied)Reflection of Venice, by Ron Clavier (Maria 
H. Klassen)
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Reflecting on the group exhibit Reflections
Whenever I visit the Niag-

ara Pumphouse Arts Centre in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, I always 
marvel at its beautiful location, 
sitting as it does on the banks of 
the Niagara River. Even in win-
ter it is a picturesque place. 

Wandering through the new 
art exhibit Reflections, featuring 
diverse styles and perspectives 
of the participating members of 
the NOTL Arts Collective, I am 
amazed at all the artwork that 
includes water. 

Looking at Rosie Sherman’s 
two pieces entitled A Perfect 
Day and Come out and Play, 
capturing water, sand and sun 
makes me realize we don’t 
have to fly south to enjoy these 
warm scenes; we just need to 
spend a few hours at this ex-
hibit to transport us to warmer 
days and climes. Rosie works 
in acrylic, specializing in vi-
brant landscapes. She gets her 
inspiration from photos taken 
on her travels.

For all of us cloud watchers, 
Catherine Cullis captures the 
merging of sky and sea in her 
realistic depiction of After the 
Storm. She is a representation-
al artist, meaning she presents 
objects or events as they are in 
real life. She has mastered the 
medium of pastels. Beautiful 
autumn colours shine through 
in Princess Point. She likes con-
necting with nature, choosing 
landscapes as her subjects.

If cottage country is your 
style, Rick Cullis captures the 
tranquil, peaceful setting of 
a boat on calm waters in his 
portrayal in Quiet Water. This 

comes from his nautical collec-
tion. As an art teacher, Rick has 
worked with pencil, ink, water-
colour and acrylic, switching to 
oils in 2017. He takes us further 
afield to the mountains in his 
Evening Reflections.

Tim Sullivan’s Morning 
Light is a reminder of all the 
many lakes and islands in On-
tario with a picturesque rocky 
shoreline. His Fallen Tree (at 
Three Mile Creek) invites us 
to sit and savour the peaceful 
water on a sunny summer af-
ternoon. Tim gets his inspira-
tion from local scenery: lakes, 
rivers, parklands and farms.

Gord Rosewarne’s Taking 
it Easy portrays an effortless 
flight of a blue heron leaving the 
marshy shoreline. He uses acryl-
ics in a variety of mediums. His 
favourite subjects come from 
his interest in wildlife. In On a 
Break Gord shows us a playful 
tiger in amazing detail.

Pat Haftar delights us with 
a country bridge in her Lost on 
the Margaree, where we can see 
ourselves standing and watch-
ing the water swirl by. And who 
hasn’t wandered on the rocks 
through the water like those in 
her work Watch Your Step. Pat 
works with acrylic, waterco-
lour, mixed media and collage. 

Pat’s love of colour, movement, 
pattern, line and texture can be 
seen in her work.

Sherron Moorhead’s Wil-
low Bursting With Spring makes 
us realize that blossom season 
is not far away, spring is com-
ing. She paints with oil, and 
dabbles in coloured pencil and 
oil pastels. Sherron gets her in-
spiration from photographs. 

Lakeshore Pottery has 
stoneware in the exhibit fea-
turing a summer sailing scene 
— perhaps Lake Ontario? Ron 
and Barb Zimmerman hand-
craft their items individually 
in their studio, using their own 
designs and glazes.

The vibrant colours of au-
tumn are reflected in Julia 
Kane’s Reflections of Fall. She 
embraces the different styles of 
watercolour, vibrancy of acryl-
ics, mixed media and contem-
porary poured resins. She is new 
to working with fused glass and 
painting with glass paste.

There are several pieces of 
artwork that take us to different 
places. 

Lynn Weiner takes us to our 
own town in Queen St. Niagara- 
on-the-Lake. She enjoys draw-
ing people and pets. She loves 
to work with pen and pencil, 
but acrylic paints are now her 

preferred medium. She finds 
endless inspiration in the beau-
ty of Niagara.

Ron Clavier has a detailed 
water scene, done in oil, in 
Gondola Reflection. His style 
varies with his Reflection of 
Venice. His careers as psychol-
ogist, author, neuroscientist, 
educator and artist have influ-
enced his work.

Nancy Wardle’s acrylic work 
is titled Iris — reflecting happi-
ness. Her paintings come to life 
using vibrant colours in a loose 
impressionistic style. She gets her 
inspiration from photographs.

Lynne Gaetz wants us to use 
our imagination in interpreting 
her work A Fragile Man, which 
comes from her human nature 
collection. She works in mixed 
media. Her work is mainly fig-
urative; she invites the viewers 
to ask questions.

Ron Boaks shares his Duo 

LXXVII with us. He expresses 
well the resolution of the ro-
mantic modernists’ dilemma, 
which is the balance of beau-
ty and the sublime. He works 
with paints, collage, sculpture 
and photography.

What a unique and 
thought-provoking display of 
amazing work! This exhibit is 
set up from Feb. 1 to March 
25 in the Joyner Gallery, at 
the Niagara Pumphouse Arts 
Centre.

Maria Klassen
Special to The Local

Duo LXXVII, by Ron Boaks (Mike Balsom)

Quiet Water, by Rick Cullis (Maria H. Klassen)
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After a tour of Fall on Your Knees is finished, actor Jenny Wright 
returns to NOTL and the Shaw Festival Theatre. (Supplied)

Angela Marotta and Melissa Marotta-Paolicelli of Two Sisters Winery and Kitchen76, one of the 
top restaurants in Canada, and one of the most romantic.
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Jenny Wright in Fall on Your Knees, ‘intense, beautiful story’
Jenny Wright, a Niagara- 

on-the-Lake resident and 
Shaw Festival actor, appears 
as Mercedes Piper in the 
world premier of Fall On 
Your Knees.

“It’s such a gift to work 
on a new piece of theatre,” 
said Wright. 

Based on the novel of the 
same name by Ann-Marie 
MacDonald, the play fol-
lows four generations of the 
Piper family, and is set on 
Cape Breton Island. Wright 
admits the story is “pret-
ty intense, with some very 
dark material. But it is also a 
beautiful story. It is about a 
family, their dreams, secrets 
and memories,” said Wright. 
“It’s a Canadian story. It’s 
Cape Breton.”

“We are telling the au-
dience this story and it’s a 
rough ride; it’s a beautiful 
ride and incredibly moving, 
but also we have to take care 
of the audience,” said Wright 
as she made a large hug ges-
ture with her arms. The au-
dience members “go on a 
journey with us. I try to stay 
true to the words, and say 
them truthfully and imagine 
what it would be to deal with 
trauma.”

“For the first two weeks 
of rehearsal, we spent a lot of 
time around the table really 
taking care of each other, 
because each person comes 
to the table with their own 
experiences and baggage,” 
she said.

Friends Steffanie Bjorgan 
and Heather Davis did not 
have any qualms in mak-
ing the drive from Niagara- 
on-the-Lake to Toronto 
to see Fall On Your Knees 
recently. “It touches on so 
many sensitive and con-
troversial things in family, 
life, and society as a whole,” 
said Bjorgan. “I appreciated 
the nuanced way it did so 
without saying the words 
or showing the things that 
could be quite triggering to 
some, and yet the messages 
came across loud and clear.”

For Davis, “the message 
is that families are hard to 
understand from the out-
side, and people will always 
try to protect those they 
love, even if they don’t de-
serve it.”

As for feedback from an 
audience, Wright said, “the 
experience with the first au-
dience was amazing because 
you hear them respond and 
laugh because of Hannah 
Moscovitch’s amazing writ-
ing. But the silence in the 
theatre was striking to me. 
You could hear a pin drop. 
Profound. The silence feels 
almost kind of sacred. Be-
cause you’re sharing, and 
they’re sharing.” 

The play is presented in 
two parts, and each part is 
a full-length play. Part One: 
Family Tree, and Part Two: 
The Diary are directed by 
Alisa Palmer, MacDonald’s 
wife, and written by Canadi-
an playwright Hannah Mos-
covitch. 

The play can be viewed 

on the same day or over 
two different days. “It’s an 
unusual idea,” said Wright. 
“Originally 10 years ago 
when we were workshop-
ping this piece it was in 
three parts. MacDonald is 
also a playwright, and when 
she wrote the novel she envi-
sioned it almost like a piece 
of theatre.” 

Davis recommends see-
ing “both Part One and 
Part Two in the same day so 
you can discuss it between 
shows, and not lose mo-
mentum or connection.”

For Wright, “perform-
ing a play over two parts is 
incredibly demanding.” She 
admits to being “spoiled at 
Shaw because we have long 
rehearsal periods where, for 
every minute on the stage, 
we rehearse for an hour. Not 
the case with this,” she said. 
“Not only were we creating 
this piece of theatre, we were 
also creating the style of it. 
The material is difficult, the 
time frame is difficult and 
the volume is difficult.”

“Preparing for the role 
of Mercedes involved “find-
ing the language of Cape 
Breton,” said Wright, who 
spent hours listening to Frig 
off, Fiona, an event featur-
ing Newfoundlander Ron 
James, Men of the Deeps, 
and The Barra MacNeils, 
among others. “This play 
has that East Coast vibe, vi-
tality and humour.”

Wright, who hails from 
Swift Current, Sask., stud-
ied in Montreal and started 
doing community theatre 
“for fun.” In short order, she 
was “doing professional gigs, 
found an agent, then landed 
at the Shaw as an apprentice 
at 29 years old.”

Deborah Hay, also a 
Shaw Festival actor, joins 
Wright in Fall On Your 
Knees as Frances Piper.

Fall On Your Knees 
closed in Toronto on Feb. 
5. Cast and crew fly to Nep-
tune Theatre in Halifax 
until March 5, followed by 
a three-week run at the Na-
tional Arts Centre in Otta-
wa.  

The closest venue to see 
this epic play is in London, 
Ont., March 29 to April 2. 
Both Davis and Bjorgan 
emphatically agree a trip to 
the Grand Theatre would 
be well worth it. “Make the 
drive and share the experi-
ence with friends who also 
love to read and experience 
theatre,” said Davis.

Audience members can 

also expect to see Wright in 
the Shaw Festival produc-
tions of The Game of Love 
and Chance and Blithe Spirit. 
Rehearsal starts mid April, 
allowing the actor “a week to 

catch my breath.”
“What I love about this is 

working with other humans 
and telling stories about oth-
er humans,” said Wright. 
“Storytelling is primal — a 

human need, and I love 
it. It’s a way to understand 
the human condition and 
human problems and joys 
and failures, and everything 
about being a human.”

Sharon Burns
Special to The Local

REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

Three NOTL restaurants 
among most romantic

If you are planning a din-
ner out on Valentine’s Day 
and want to impress, three 
Niagara-on-the-Lake restau-
rants have made OpenTable’s 
2023 list of the 100 most ro-
mantic restaurants in Canada.

Kitchen76 in the Two 
Sisters Winery, Treadwell 
Farm-to-Table Cuisine and 
The Drawing Room at the 
Prince of Wales should be 
good choices for a romantic 

evening out with that special 
someone in your life.

The list also includes Cafe 
Amore and Valley Restaurant 
in St. Catharines, The Lake 
House and Vineland Estates 
Winery in Vineland, and 
Remingtons of Niagara and 
Table Rock in Niagara Falls.

In its news release an-
nouncing the list, OpenTable 
said, “Food is its own love 
language, but when it’s served 
in a cozy room or a candlelit 
booth? Guaranteed fire-
works.”

The OpenTable survey 
says 72 per cent of Ontario 
residents will be celebrating 
Valentine’s Day and plan to 
eat out at local restaurants 
where they would expect 
spend more than $41 per per-
son on a meal.

To make their list, Open- 
Table looked at more than 
one million reviews by diners, 
and used a similar process to 
come up with their best 100 
restaurants in Canada last 
December, which included 
Kitchen76 and Treadwell’s.

Penny Coles
The Local

Steffanie Bjorgan and Heather Davis made the trip with reporter Sharon Burns to see Fall on Your 
Knees — totally worth it, they said. (Sharon Burns)
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Ryan Gaio decided to learn to play guitar in Grade 7 at St. Michael in NOTL. (Supplied)

A volunteer at the Help Boutique, which collects food for Ukrainian families in Niagara, 
shows the shelves are bare and help is needed to fill them. Below is a list of food items 
that are needed.

Please ensure items are not expired and are unopened.                                 

Gift cards always welcome: Giant Tiger, Walmart, PC, Shoppers, gas cards 

Please contact Shirley Madsen for drop-off address in NOTL 905-468-2325 or 
email donatesunflowersforukraine@gmail.com 

Dry goods: 
rice (plain), barley – 

hulled or pearl, buck-
wheat, kasha, Quaker 
Oats, cornmeal, rye/
wheat/millet, bread-

crumbs (plain), dried soup 
(vegetables or bean), egg 
noodles, soup noodles, 
pasta, dried mushrooms 
(Costco has large con-

tainers)

Baking goods & other: 
sugar, honey, AP Flour, 
baking powder, gela-

tin, cornstarch, vinegar 
(plain), oils (vegetable/
sunflower/canola/pea-
nut), broth (vegetable/

chicken/beef), mayon-
naise, ketchup, mustard, 
tomato paste, dill pickles, 
sauerkraut, coffee (instant 

and regular), tea, wal-
nuts, almonds, cookies, 

Nutella, jam

Spices: 
salt (plain and coarse), 
pepper (plain and pep-

percorns), garlic powder, 
onion powder, celery salt, 

cinnamon, bay leaves, 
poppy seeds, raisins

Bags of:
potatoes, onions, lemons, 
cabbage, carrots, beets, 

apples, oranges

Canned: 
herring, sardines, tuna, 

salmon

Baby items:
diaper wipes and cream, 
formula, baby food, cere-

al, diapers size 3 - 5

Toiletries: 
soap (no Irish Spring), 

shampoos, hand cream, 
deodorant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes for adults 
and kids, cold medicine 
for adults and kids, femi-
nine hygiene pads, toilet 
paper, Kleenex, paper 

towels, Tylenol, Ibuprofen, 
dish soap, laundry soap

Help Boutique shelves are bare
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In music or life, The Best Ain’t Happened Yet
Ryan Gaio remembers 

growing up in a Niagara- 
on-the-Lake full of lo-
cal young musicians with 
plenty of places to show-
case their original music. 

With the upcoming re-
lease of his album The Best 
Ain’t Happened Yet, and an 
April 1 performance at the 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 124, he’s hoping to 
get the ball rolling in town 
once again. 

Gaio was in Grade 7 at 
St. Michael Catholic Ele-
mentary School when he 
first began taking guitar 
lessons from Bruce Jones, 
a Brazilian-Canadian gui-
tarist and former frequent 
collaborator with the Ni-
agara Rhythm Section.

He was inspired by a 
friend, Dylan Turner, who 
at the time was in a band 
called As Above So Below. 

“We refereed soccer 
together back in the day,” 
says Gaio, “and he was like 
the rock star in town. His 
band played the legion for 
one of my friend’s birth-
day parties. I knew right 
then that I wanted to do 

that, and Bruce was his 
guitar teacher.”

So returning to the 
same venue to debut his 
own songs is a no-brain-
er for the enthusiastic 

30-year-old who is now 
living in downtown To-
ronto and teaching En-
glish and history at the 
independent, progressive 
York School.

Gaio put out a CD of 
original songs about 10 
years ago and played a 
show at the Sandtrap Pub 
& Grill. But for many 
years he put music on the 
back-burner as he fin-
ished an undergraduate 
degree at Western Uni-
versity, then hightailed it 
to the University of New 
Brunswick for a Masters 
in creative writing before 
attending teacher’s college 
in Toronto. 

“I guess I thought I 
needed to grow up and 
get a job,” he laughs. “But 
lately I was finding that I 
had no passion project. I 
needed to do something 
for my soul. When I was 
a kid, I always said that 
when I grew up I wanted 
to be Tom Petty. In the last 
couple of years I just de-
cided that I wanted to put 
my music out in the world 
and express myself.”

The influence of Petty, 
as well as the Beach Boys, 
Sam Roberts and even 
classics from the 50s can 
be heard in the four songs 
from the album that have 
already hit streaming ser-
vices such as Spotify. 

“When I was a kid, my 
grandparents always had 
the classic oldies on their 
radio on their Concession 
1 farm,” remembers Gaio. 
“That specific AM radio 
jukebox sound stuck with 
me. I love those harmo-
nies and the oldies retro 
sound.”

Headed for a Heartache 
is a mid-tempo number 
with crunchy guitars and 
soaring background vo-
cals. Haunted features 
some clever word play, a 
nifty piano solo and a cho-
rus of “shoo bops” back-
ing up Ryan’s lead vocal. 
So Much Younger Then is 
Gaio’s reminiscence about 
life in NOTL and attend-

ing Holy Cross Catholic 
Secondary School. And 
Song for Cecilia is a paean 
to the patron saint of mu-
sic. 

“It’s my prayer to the 
rock and roll gods,” he 
laughs about Song for 
Cecilia. “I grew up go-
ing to Catholic school, so 
we learned all about the 
saints. It’s my plea to St. 
Cecilia to help me create 
some good songs.”

A fifth song from the 
album, a love song ap-
propriately, is set to drop 
on Valentine’s Day, Feb. 
14. The full album will 
be released on Spotify on 
March 16. 

Gaio says many of the 
ten songs on the album 
were written in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake, while others 
were created during his 
years studying in London 
and Fredericton. 

“They all just came 
to me,” Gaio explains. “I 
didn’t sit down and labour 
over them, I didn’t force 
them out. They just kind 
of emerged. It’s for that 
reason that I’m doing it 
and I’m hoping to inspire 
other people to do it in 
NOTL.”

Gaio recorded the num-
bers with a loose collection 
of friends and colleagues in 
the Toronto area, a group 
he refers to as his own 
Traveling Wilburys. 

“We recorded it in var-
ious different locations 
here,” he says. “One of my 
friends has a home studio, 
so that became our home 
base. But we recorded 
tracks wherever we need-
ed to, at our bass player’s 
house, at a keyboard play-
er’s house.”

The album title per-
fectly summarizes Gaio’s 
positive view on life. The 
Best Ain’t Happened Yet 
celebrates, he says, what’s 

gotten him to where he is 
now, but also looks for-
ward to what is to come in 
the future. 

“It’s about not resting 
on your laurels,” he says 
of the title song. “There’s a 
line in it that says ‘Living’s 
only living if the best ain’t 
happened yet.’ It’s the idea 
that you have to keep on 
moving on, looking to the 
future. My return to music 
fits in with that attitude.”

“This has reinforced 
the joy in my journey, not 
in the destination,” adds 
Gaio. “I’m almost sad in a 
way that the album is done 
because it’s been so nice to 
have something to work 
toward. It really felt good 
to do, and I don’t want to 
not do it anymore.”

Another local musi-
cian, Matt Meagher, will 
open the April 1 show at 
the legion. 

“We grew up together, 
we went to Beavers togeth-
er,” laughs Gaio. “He went 
to St. Davids Public School 
and Niagara District. He 
was in a couple of bands 
back in the day, Honour 
Among Thieves and Pin-
dles. His music is guitar- 
based rock like mine.”

Gaio is hoping the show 
at the legion is just the start 
of something bigger. 

“I want to see shows 
back at Simcoe Park,” he 
says. “I remember original 
rock bands playing their 
tunes there, I remember 
my guitar teacher playing 
at St. Mark’s. NOTL is not 
just a tourist destination. I 
want to inspire other local 
performers to do this, I 
hope we can create a hub 
for the performing arts.”

Tickets for the April 
1 album release party at 
the Legion are $10 in ad-
vance, $15 at the door, and 
are available by visiting  
ryangaio.eventbrite.ca

Mike Balsom
The Local
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Amy Venneri goes for a layup.

Ranger Kyla Pylypiw sends a pass to Mikayla Wallace. (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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Highs and lows for U19 Rangers in Grimsby tournament
A challenging draw 

in their first tournament 
of the year was a bit of an 
eye-opener for the Niagara 
Rangers Under-19 girls bas-
ketball team at the Grimsby 
Grizzlies Invitational this 
weekend. 

After winning an excit-
ing opener 57-56 against 
the Burlington Force Satur-
day morning, the absence 
of some key players caught 
up to the Rangers and they 
dropped decisions to the To-
ronto Triple Threat and the 
Stratford Revolution. 

In game one the Rangers 
fell behind 21-10 in the sec-
ond quarter but clawed back 
with 13 unanswered points 
to go ahead 23-21 with 48 
seconds remaining in the 
half. It might have stayed 
that way had the Force not 
dropped a three-pointer 
with under 10 seconds to 
play to go into the break 
with a one-point lead. 

In the second half, point 
guard Mikayla Wallace 
seemed to take the entire 
team on her shoulders, ex-
erting control at both ends 
of the court. Her constant 
driving to the Burlington 
basket resulted in a 38-38 tie 
at the end of the third. 

The lead shifted back 
and forth between the teams 
in the fourth quarter. With 
2:21 left in the game, the 
Rangers went up 52-49 on 
the strength of some clutch 
shooting from Kyla Pylypiw. 
But they saw that lead slip 
away 32 seconds later when 
the Force went ahead 53-52. 

Julia Diemer then 
dropped a crucial, much- 
needed three for the Rang-
ers that was answered by a 
similar shot by Burlington. 
But Wallace scored on a lay-

up with 34 seconds left to 
regain the lead for Niagara. 

The Rangers had a 
chance to put the icing on 
the cake after a missed shot 
by Burlington, but they 
turned the ball over under 
the Force basket. 

With seven seconds re-
maining, coach Shawn Py-
lypiw called a timeout for 
his team to set a defensive 
strategy. Whatever he told 
them worked, as Ava Froese 
pulled down a rebound on a 
missed shot, passed the ball 
to Wallace, and the Rangers 
dribbled out the clock for 
the 57-56 victory. 

Wallace finished with 23 
points, including a number 
of them coming after she 
jammed her finger hard in 
the second half. Kyla Py-
lypiw added 13 and Froese 
chipped in 10, drawing a 
number of fouls under the 
Burlington board. 

“It was a hard-fought 
game,” said coach Pylypiw 
following the win. “We had 
never played the Burlington 
Force before, but they have 
always played at a higher 
level. I felt that we matched 
pretty well against this team 
and we did a lot of great 
things out there. To see our 
team stand toe to toe with 
them goes to show what 
kind of grit and grind the 
girls are made of.”

Perhaps it was the hard-
fought nature of that first 
game, or the absence of one 
of the team’s starters and 
leaders, Tiana Hicks, that 
caught up to them in their 
second tournament game 
Saturday, and their Sunday 
contest, both disappointing 
losses. 

The Toronto Triple 
Threat, the eventual tour-
nament winner, handed the 
Rangers their first loss of the 
season Saturday afternoon. 

“It was frustrating as a 
coach,” said Pylypiw, “and 
frustration by the team. It 
was one of those gut-check 
moments where we real-
ized that there is a lot more 
work to put forward to build 
toward winning a cham-
pionship by the end of the 
season.”

Sunday’s loss to the Strat-
ford Revolution was equal-
ly one-sided, knocking the 
Rangers out- of a chance 
to play a fourth game for at 
least a bronze medal. 

“It was a frustrating 
way to end the week-
end,” said a disappointed  
Pylypiw. “Both of those 
losses were really tough to 
take.”

Mike Balsom
The Local

LocalSPORTS

NOTL Skating Club members headed to Stratford for the December Classic Skate 
competition, with (left) Hailey Mitchell coming in fifth in the U10 STAR 4 division, 
Jamie Doucet fifth in the O13 STAR 4, Soraya Felice 13th in the O12 STAR 7, 
Katharine VanderKaay 17th in STAR 6, Samantha Frydryk 13th in O13 STAR 5, 
and Ophelia Xie fourth in STAR 6. (Photos supplied)

NOTL Skating Club members who competed in the Milton Winter Classic Skate 
were (left) Soraya Felice, coming 18th in the O12 STAR 7, Mary Lamky 11th in 
STAR 8, Katharine VanderKaay 17th in STAR 6, Samantha Frydryk 6th in O13 
STAR 5, Ashleen Hale Gold in the O14 and Bronze in Gold Women, and Ophelia 
Xie, Bronze in STAR 6.

NOTL Skating Club girls take part in two competitions
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Preds Alex Andrews scores his first goal on St. George goalie Owen Neomytka. (Photos by 
Mike Balsom)

Preds Zane Clausen in action against St. George.

NOTL Wolves U11 team #2 play for an exciting win in Niagara Falls. (Supplied)
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Niagara Predators clip St. George Ravens’ wings

Tournament win for the 
NOTL Wolves #2 Under-11

The Niagara Predators made 
a strong statement in their 7-0 
grounding of the St. George Ra-
vens in Virgil Friday night. 

“I think we took it to them 
pretty good,” said head coach 
Kevin Taylor after the game. “I 
think it separates us from the 
rest of the clump; it establishes 
us as a team that is going to be 
ready to go.”

Where they are ready to go 
is to the playoffs, hopefully as 
the fourth seed in the Great-
er Metro Junior A Hockey 
League’s (GMHL) post-season. 
They continue to hold down 
that spot with just eight games 
left to play, three points ahead of 
Northumberland in the South 
Division, four points over St 
George and six over Tottenham. 

And the league is starting 

The U11 NOTL Wolves 
#2 team won the Al Boone 
Tournament championship 
in Niagara Falls recently, in an 
exciting win that included an 
overtime shoot-out.

It began with a 4-4 tie to 
West Lincoln, a loss to Jor-
dan 5-3, and then the Wolves 
handed Niagara Falls their 
first loss 6-3.

to notice. The league released 
their power rankings for Feb-
ruary and, though the Preda-
tors didn’t make it into the top 
10, they clawed their way to an 
honourable mention for the 
first time this season after their 
third straight victory.

Both teams came onto the 
Meridian Credit Union ice ready 
to assert their physical domi-
nance Friday, with St. George’s 
Malcolm Campbell decking 
Niagara’s Declan Fogarty just 
seconds into the game. But the 
Predators soon began to hit back 
with physical play of their own. 

The Niagara power play 
faltered in the first 10 minutes 
of the game. Nearly successive 
two minute and five minute 
penalties to the Ravens gave 
the Preds some early opportu-
nities but they failed to solve St. 
George goalie Owen Neomyt-
ka with the man advantage. 

The excitement contin-
ued in the semi-finals against 
Niagara Falls #2, when the 
Wolves pulled the goalie 
with 34 seconds left and tied 
the game 1-1. The game was 
settled in overtime and the 
Wolves won in a four-player 
shoot-out.

The final was an intense 
game against the Wolves U11 
#1, and a tournament win 3-2.

Bench staff included Pe-
ter Flynn, Dan Plomish, Carl 

Later, in the 12th minute, 
Askar Aimanbetov took the 
puck in front of Neomytka and 
left a perfect no-look drop pass 
to the trailing Nick Savoie, who 
knocked a wrist shot behind 
the helpless goalie to give the 
Predators a 1-0 lead. 

Niagara’s penalty kill was 
under the spotlight a number 
of times during the second 
period, successfully shutting 
down any opportunities the 
Ravens were able to muster 
time after time. 

Then, with 3:47 left in the 
second, Leo Savin brought the 
puck up the right side and fed a 
forward pass into the St. George 
zone to Timur Mirzaiants. Mir-
zaiants backhanded the puck 
to Alexander Andrews who 
came charging in undefended 
in front of Neomytka for the 
Preds second goal. 

Just over a minute later, 

Braun, Chris Hiebendaal and 
Mike Palmer. 

Playing for the win were 
goalie Will Ecker, with Tes-
sa Braun, Nathan Flynn, 
Amedeo Santini, Avery  
Warren, Cian Doyle, Vincen-
zo Coppola, Max Plomish, 
Jon Velsink, Max Lindqvist, 
Hudson Mclay, Nora Palm-
er, Matteo Raponi, Tyson  
Birks, Charlie Hiebendaal, 
Rory Smythe and Jacob 
VanSpronsen.

Guy Manco’s slapshot from the 
point was stopped by Neomyt-
ka, but Nolan Wyers was there 
waiting for the rebound. As the 
goalie tried to glove the loose 
puck, Wyers knocked it past 
him as he was taken to the ice 
by St. George’s Cameron Ison.

Somehow the 3-0 lead felt 
a bit tenuous heading into the 
third period. Things started to 
get rough in the last 20 min-
utes, as St. George tempers 
began to flare. Late hits and 
some pushing after the whistle 
forced the Preds to push back. 
A total of 71 minutes in penal-
ties, including two 10 minute 
misconducts to each team, was 
assessed during that period. 

Amid all of the on-ice tur-
moil, Niagara ran away with the 
game. Mirzaiants, Ethan Boyd, 
Andrews and Cameron Savoie 
all added goals for the Predators 
to run the score up to 7-0.

Nick Savoie, who scored 
the first Preds marker, was 
a huge factor at the Niagara 
end of the ice, shutting down 
the Ravens attack and helping 
goalie Zane Clausen earn his 
first shutout in a Niagara jer-
sey, only the second one for the 
team all season. 

Twenty-year-old Mandan, 
North Dakota native Clausen 
is now 3-0 with Niagara, after 
coming over from the North 
Division’s Bradford Rattlers at 
the trade deadline. The timing 

turned out to be perfect for the 
Preds, who lost number one 
goalie Ryan Santini to a shoul-
der injury the same week. 

“It feels good to bounce 
back with a new team,” Clausen 
told The Local. “The first cou-
ple days up here were a difficult 
adjustment, but in Bradford, I 
wanted to be a starting goalie, 
so I wanted to take my skills 
somewhere else. I get to start 
fresh here.”

Clausen showed incredible 
confidence and calm in stopping 
all 30 shots by St. George, in-
cluding two great opportunities 
for the Ravens on breakaways. 

“I try not to think too much 
out there,” Clausen said. “I’ve 
learned pretty recently to just 
keep a clear mind and have fun, 
to not stress so much about it.”

“He played a great game,” 
Taylor said about the 6’4” Clau-
sen. “It’s the size of him. It’s in-
timidating for a lot of shooters 
who come down the ice on 
him. He’s a nice addition.”

Taylor admitted that Fri-
day’s game was a statement 
game, but added that the real 
statement will be this Tuesday, 
when the Preds host the Ra-
vens at Port Colborne’s Vale 
Centre for a game rescheduled 
from the one cancelled during 
the Dec. 23 snowstorm. 

“Will we roll over and allow 
things to happen, or are we go-
ing to continue this?” Taylor 

pondered. “St. George is a good 
team, but sometimes they come 
out flat. They had some good 
opportunities tonight. We just 
have to stay focused on things.”

Jaroslav Dohnal, who was 
involved in a third period fight, 
will serve a two-game suspen-
sion that will cover Tuesday’s 
game and Friday’s home con-
test against the eighth place 
Streetsville Flyers. He will be 
available for the rest of the 
weekend, though, as the Preds 
travel to Tottenham Saturday 
night then welcome the Flyers 
back to Niagara Sunday night. 

“It’s unfortunate that the 
game turned out that way,” 
Taylor said of the fights Friday. 
“Jerry (Dohnal) got slashed, 
and he went after the guy, then 
another guy came over and 
slashed him, so he fought him.”

There’s no doubt that keep-
ing their cool in those situa-
tions will be key as the Preda-
tors head toward their quest for 
the GMHL’s Russell Cup.

“It’s just now trying to keep 
everyone on an even keel,” Tay-
lor says, “to make sure they 
don’t have personal goals, to 
not put personal ambitions 
ahead of team ambitions.”

Tuesday’s rematch against 
the Ravens in Port Colborne be-
gins at 8:30 p.m., while Friday’s 
game against Streetsville at the 
Meridian Credit Union Arena 
in Virgil begins at 7:30 p.m. 

Mike Balsom 
The Local

Local Staff

Sunday, February 12th

www.ccchurch.ca

9:45 a.m.  
Kids Ministry Sign In 

(Nursery - Grade 8)

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person 
Message:  

Kevin Bayne
The Blessed Life, Part 1 

(Matthew 5:1-12)
julia@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP

LocalSPORTS
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PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

Sudoku solution from 

February 1, 2023

Across:  1 Ups, 4 Thou, 8 Scab, 12 Naps, 14 Hens, 15 Hare,  
16 Idol, 17 Eases, 19 Inca, 20 True, 21 Overt, 22 Vast, 23 Yeti, 
24 Vet, 25 Read, 27 Gras, 29 Bad, 30 I S P, 33 Bushel,  
36 Tong, 37 Aha, 38 E S T, 39 Tonnage, 41 Now, 42 A D A,  
43 Of an, 44 Lies on, 46 Man, 47 Oft, 48 Sent, 49 Deli, 51 Bah, 
52 Cape, 56 Flux, 58 Carlo, 60 Hers, 61 Depp, 62 E-mail,  
63 Egos, 64 Into, 65 Mind, 66 Dive, 67 Coos, 68 Ones,  
69 Sox. 

Down: 1 Unity, 2 Padre, 3 Spout, 4 The Oval Office, 5 Heaves,  
6 Onset, 7 User, 8 Shiva, 9 Canadians, 10 Arcs, 11 Beat,  
13 Sleigh, 18 Strangleholds, 26 Edge in, 28 Retool, 29 Boa,  
31 Shoo, 32 Pawn, 33 Beam, 34 U S D A, 35 Stand up to,  
36 T N N, 40 Nat, 45 Etched, 48 Saline, 50 Expos, 51 Brain, 
53 Aegis, 54 Provo, 55 Essex, 56 F D I C, 57 Leno, 59 Ammo. 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU NOTICES

Across: 
1 Raises
4  1 G
8  Strikebreaker
12  Siestas
14  Egg layers
15  Father of a leveret
16  Superstar
17  Wanes
19  Old Peruvian native
20  Aligned
21  Open
22  Enormous
23  Abominable snowman
24  Scrutinize
25  Study
27  Mardi ---
29  Evil
30  E.g. A O L
33  Four pecks
36  Secret Chinese society
37  Bingo!
38  Time in Boston
39  Merchant ship’s capacity
41  Immediately
42  Dentists’ grp.
43  “Death --- Expert Witness”  
 (P D James)
44  Is adjacent to
46  Homo sapiens

47  Frequently, poetically
48  Mailed
49  Specialty food store
51  Contemptuous  
 exclamation
52  Mantle
56  State of constant change
58  Lily Munster actress  
 Yvonne De ---
60  Not his
61  Captain Jack Sparrow  
 actor
62  Online missives
63  Senses of self-importance
64  Wild about
65  Look after
66  Seedy joint
67  Talks lovingly
68  Singles
69  Could be bobby, red or white

Down:
1 One
2  Army chaplain
3  Gush forth
4  Presidential workplace
5  Chucks
6  Outbreak
7  Junkie
8  Destructive Hindu deity

To place your classified ad, contact Julia:  
julia@notllocal.com

Deadline:  Mondays at 3 p.m.

Sell your unwanted 
items or advertise your 

garage sale in our 

CLASSIFIEDS

EARN 
EXTRA 
CA$H

9  Those north of the 49th
10  Curves
11  Police officer’s patrol route
13  Snow carriage
18  Wrestling maneuvers
26  Enter stealthily
28  Provide new equipment
29  Long feathery scarf
31  Get lost!
32  Minor chessman
33  Smile
34  Federal farming regulator
35  Confront
36  Channel revived as  
 Heartland
40  --- King Cole
45  Engraved with acid
48  Salty
50  Montreal ---, now the  
 Washington Nationals
51  Gray matter
53  Breastplate of Zeus or  
 Athena
54  Brigham Young University city
55  Antique auto
56  Depositors’ protective grp.
57  Longtime “Tonight Show” 
host Jay
59  Rounds

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No Pressure

To place an Obituary or 
In Memoriam in our Classifieds, 

please contact Julia at:
julia@notllocal.com or 

905.934.1040
Deadline is Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

LocalCLASSIFIEDS
classified@notllocal.com
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