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Hotel proposed for Parliament Oak site

The planning and design company submitted this
rendering of the Parliament Oak Hotel. If successful
with its appication, Two Sisters Resorts will have the
school on King Street demolished and replaced with
what it is calling a boutique hotel.

Penny Coles
The Local

How will Old Town
residents feel about a four-
storey Parliament Oak Ho-

tel on King Street?

That’s the plan for the
former school property —
the proposal from Two Sis-
ters Resorts is to demolish
the former school building

and put up a boutique ho-
tel.

There are 129 suites
planned in the “luxury
hotel” fronting on King
Street, with a restaurant,

bar and event spaces, all in
one building, allowing for
some onsite greenspace.
There will be underground
parking and eight surface
parking spaces.

In 2018, the District
School Board of Niagara
sold the 1.6 hectare King
Street property to devel-
oper Liberty Sites Ltd.,
following community pro-

tests and failed negotia-
tions with the town, which
had made several offers to
purchase it.

Liberty was proposing a
dozen 1.5 storey semi-de-
tached homes, plus a
three-storey ~ apartment
building. Residents, be-
lieving it to be too big and
too large a density, were
advocating that any devel-
opment of the site should
respect the streetscape and
low-density ~ residential
neighbourhood surround-
ing it.

Paul Lowes, of SGL
Planning and Design, who
also represents developer
Benny Marotta, Two Sis-
ters Resort and Solmar for
the proposed subdivision
on John Street East, says
the applications for Offi-
cial Plan and zoning by-
law amendments for the
hotel have been submitted
to the town, along with all
the studies required and an
“early design” The town
will review those applica-

Continued on page 4

Farmworker Hub to include space to hang out

Penny Coles
The Local

The Farmworker Hub is
expanding, offering a place
for men and women working
on local farms to hang out
and have some social time
together.

Alarge space that was “in
limbo” upstairs at Corner-
stone Community Church,
where the hub offers cloth-
ing, household items, toilet-
ries and food on the main
floor, has been offered to the

hub to help fulfill its vision.

Cornerstones Pastor Jeff
Martens, who looks after op-
erations and outreach, says
there hadn't been a clear vi-
sion of what that space would
be used for once the church
moved to its Hunter Road
location.

The church had been
supporting the hub in small
ways, basically treating it as a
tenant, and operating a little
bit at arm’s length, says Mar-
tens.

But as they got to know

Julia Buxton-Cox, orga-
nizer of the hub, and un-
derstood her plans for its
future, “we wanted to de-
velop more of a partner-
ship between the church
and the hub. We wanted to
help it expand, and dedicate
that section to a longer-
term vision.”

Martens says they felt
privileged having that build-
ing and their new, larger
church on Hunter Road,
and wanted to partner with
community organizations to

use the Cornerstone space.

That developed into a
relationship with the NOTL
Youth Collective that uses
the former sanctuary for
a drop-in centre and pro-
gramming for young peo-
ple, The Farmworker Hub,
and Quest Community
Health Centre, which oper-
ates a clinic for agricultural
workers.

“We wanted to use the
space God has given us to
bless the community, and
work with good partners in

many ways, he says. “That
made good sense to us”

That left the large area
upstairs vacant, and the best
use for it seemed to be ex-
tending their goal of “bring-
ing together farmworker
programs, and serving that
community; says Martens.

As well, by expanding
community programs at the
churchs town campus on
Niagara Stone Road, “were
hoping to also engage our
volunteers,” he adds.

Their role initially was

to help the hub launch, “but
that might change as we go
along, with more volunteer
opportunities in The Farm-
worker Hub. We already
have some members of our
congregation involved. This
might be another way for
our members to serve””

The rent will provide
some revenue to the church
to offset carrying costs of
the building, says Martens,
who explains they consid-

Continued on page 3
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Tawny Ridge could destroy neighbourhood, residents say

Zahraa Hmood
Special to The Local

Opposition to plans for
growth in St. Davids persists
this winter, as residents shared
more than a few questions and
concerns at an open house
about a large-scale residen-
tial project being proposed in
their neighbourhood.

Local construction com-
pany Riverview Homes Niag-
ara wants to build a new sub-
division called Tawny Ridge
Estates in the west end of the
village, adding 86 new homes
to a block of land at Tanbark
Road and Warner Road.

At an open house
Wednesday, Feb. 8, planners
from Upper Canada Con-
sultants shared details of the
proposal, which includes a
collection of single-detached
homes, townhouses and a
four-storey apartment build-
ing facing Warner Road.

The details did not go
over well with some of
the subdivisions would-be
neighbours.

“Theres no precedent
for an apartment building
to be put in this area;” said
local resident Gienek Ksi-
azkiewicz. “Tt just doesn't fit
within St. Davids’ historical
value, and the ambiance”

Senior planner Craig
Rohe said the goal of the

developer is to offer a vari-

ety of housing types in the
neighbourhood, increasing
the density of the neighbour-
hood — as per the town of
Niagara-on-the-Lakes new
Official Plan — and provid-
ing options for older resi-
dents looking to downsize
their living spaces.

“Theres been a lot of
thought given to the most ap-
propriate way to lay out this
site;” Rohe said.

The total development
area covers 3.73 hectares, or
9.2 acres, of land. The proj-
ect would be completed in
two phases: phase one con-
cerns a strip of land parallel
to Tanbark Road, for the 12
single-detached  dwellings,
and phase two the rest of the
property, with the apartment
building, six blocks of town-
houses in the centre, and
eight single-detached dwell-
ings near Tulip Tree Road.

The developer is request-
ing an Official Plan amend-
ment to increase the allowed
housing density on the site
and to permit an apartment
building, plus other excep-
tions for building heights,
yard setbacks and more.

For phase one, the zoning
bylaw amendment requested
is to rezone the land from
residential 1 to residential 2
with site-specific provisions.
For phase two, the majority
of the land for which is zoned

This aerial view of Tawny Ridge shows the large-scale residential development proposed for St. Davids on Warner Road and
Tanbark Road, which is concerning to many neighbours. (Supplied)

for residential development,
the request is to rezone to a
residential multiple 1 Zone.
A Facebook group for the
development was set up in
June 2021, and registration

is currently open for hopeful
future residents of the estates
at tawnyridgeestates.ca.

The website lists the types
of units that will be available
as detached bungalows, two
storeys, freehold bungalows
and bungaloft townhomes.

Ksiazkiewicz was one of
about 10 residents who ques-
tioned the planners during
the open house. Afterward,
he said he would liken the
conversation to a “beauty
contest” in which the plan-
ners, on behalf of the devel-
oper, were attempting to con-

vince residents of the project’s
advantages, “smoothing over
any objections.”

“There’s a place for apart-
ment buildings, but I don't
think its here) he said. “It
would destroy the neigh-
bourhood”

Courtland Valley Estates
resident Bruno Laliberte said
he and many other residents
are concerned about the de-
velopment, and called the
rezoning requests “excessive.’
He also voiced concerns that
increasing the neighbour-
hood’s population will lead to

This Valentine's Month we are offering a special
Valentine’s 20% discount on the 2nd pair
of glasses or sunglasses for your loved one.
Contact Dr Hopkins & Associates Optometry to
learn more and, while you're at it, make sure to
schedule your comprehensive eye exam.

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY
— Sight for Life —

Care for all ages, infants to adults

358 Mary St., Unit 7, NOTL |
8 Secord Dr., St. Catharines |

www.theeyedoc.ca

905.468.8002
905.682.9119

traffic issues on local roads.

“We've lived here 10 years,
and I can assure you that
the traffic flow even within
our division, which is self-
contained, is pretty heavy at
times,” he told Rohe.

This project and others
in development this year in
Niagara-on-the-Lake come
after the Ontario govern-
ment passed Bill 23 in late
2022 — the bill is reducing
or eliminating roadblocks
for developers: according to
Premier Doug Ford’s govern-
ment, this is part of its goal of
increasing housing options in
the province.

“The province’s directive
right now is that were in a
housing crisis right now and
we need to provide more
housing,” Rohe said.

A public meeting on the
Tawny Ridge Estates devel-
opment is being held Tues-
day, March 7, scheduled for 6
p.m. or soon thereafter.

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009
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Extra space helps to fulfill vision of church, hub

Continued from page 1

ered other ways to generate
more income, “but we didn’t
feel that was the right way to
go forward” Instead, the de-
cision was made to look at
ways to give back to the com-
munity. “That’s how we think
about the space. Leveraging
profits is not our goal, its
about balancing two needs,
making it affordable for us
and looking after the needs
of the community”

And farmworkers, he
added, “are a major part of
our community. This is a
great opportunity to address
their challenges and give
them community support.
There is a role for the church
to play in our agricultural
community.”

Many of the congrega-
tion members are also part
of the agricultural commu-
nity, he says, and by sup-
porting farmworkers “in
practical ways,” they are also
supporting farmers, says
Martens.

From the earliest days of
The Farmworker Hub, says
Buxton-Cox, when the job
of collecting and sorting do-
nated clothes began, “Jeff has
been walking this path with
me, watching this unfold”

In March 2021, as farm-
workers arrived in the midst
of the pandemic, there was
little opportunity for them
to get to retail stores for
what they needed. Bux-
ton-Cox used the Buy Noth-
ing NOTL Facebook group,
which she administered, to
get clothing and household
items for them. By July 2021,
the hub had opened in a
portable in the Cornerstone
Community Church park-
ing lot.

Martens kept an eye
on the hub, saw how many
farmworkers were coming
and going, and made some
space available inside the
building that could be ac-
cessed from the parking lot.

“Jeff has been such an
ally from the beginning, and
has believed in our mission,”
says Buxton-Cox.

The space the hub has
been offered upstairs made
this expansion possible.
“We couldn't have done this
without the support of Cor-
nerstone Church,” she says.

The space has comfort-
able couches and chairs, a
pool table, a big projection
screen, and some tables for
games, all offering a place
for workers to meet and
have some space of their
own off the farm.

There will also be a quiet
room for “pastoral coun-
selling” says Buxton-Cox.
“Many of the farmworkers
are people of faith. We can
have pastors of all faiths
come in to provide prayer
and counselling”

Buxton-Cox has four
pillars she would like to see
addressed by the hub: pover-

ty, by supplying free clothing

and other needed items; rac-
ism, by helping the workers
“integrate into our commu-
nity, and us into theirs”; food
insecurity, which she hopes
through grants to alleviate
by having food to give away;
and mental health, primarily
looking at the issue of isola-
tion of farmworkers, away
from their family, and away
from the community on
farms.

The hub has 32 volun-
teers and more coming, says
Buxton-Cox, and “this is the
vision of where I want to
take it”

When Buxton-Cox and
her husband Dave retired to
NOTL, she hadnt been in
town long before she start-
ed a Facebook page, NOTL
Today; as a forum she hoped
would bring the commu-
nity together in a positive,
respectful way. The former
Niagara Advance newspa-
per had been closed, “and
there was nowhere to get
any information about what
was happening in town.” She
stepped back from the Face-
book page when posts veered
from her intent and the
good she hoped to accom-
plish with it.

Her next step was to
administer a Buy Nothing
NOTL page, which allows
people to offer or request
items they are looking for;
share, lend or borrow; help
each other; and give and re-
ceive — also a huge help to
her when she started collect-
ing much-needed items for
farmworkers.

Her goal even then was
to use her time and skills for
the betterment of the com-
munity.

From her first introduc-
tion to working with farm-
workers, delivering much-
appreciated items to farms
during the pandemic, she
felt the need to do more, she
says. Today, the hub con-
sumes her. She is passionate
about helping her friends
from the agricultural com-
munity, not only by provid-
ing them with necessities so
they can save money to send
home, but also to continue
to promote their acceptance
as part of this community.

Once she learned of
the need, she couldnt walk
away. Quoting Maya Ange-
lou, she explains, “once you
know better, you do better”

And she encourages oth-
ers to do better.

“Its easy to see whats
needed. And its important
to me to stand up and say
‘this is what's needed. I see it.
I'm going to do it, and I want
you to follow. When you
touch peoples hearts, there
is no end to what you can
do. When you share your
heart and your vulnerabili-
ty you make it happen. And
this community has been
behind me and helped me
all the way”

Years ago, when Corner-
stone moved out of what

A large room upstairs at Cornerstone Community Church’s town campus on Niagara Stone Road will be used as a lounge space
for farmworkers. There are also some smaller rooms off the main space. (Supplied)

Free family skate Monday

they now call the Town
Campus in Virgil to Hunter
Road, “instead of selling it,
they decided to keep it for
the community;” says Bux-
ton-Cox, and Martens and
Cornerstone have been with
her every step of the way
since she first envisioned the
hub.“Cornerstone has made
this happen?”

And “what a blessing”
for the hub to have a loca-
tion in the centre of Virgil,
close to banking, groceries
and the bike repair shop for
the farmworkers.

“Its unheard of for a
church to keep a building,
she adds. “It was all meant
to happen. Whether it’s
by God’s plan, or the stars
aligned, everything has hap-
pened for a purpose. The
whole concept of being a
Christian is to love others,
and this is a way to love our
neighbours”

There were 1,600 work-
ers who visited the hub in
2021, and more than 3,000
visits last season, she says,
representing 77 farms.

“My goal is to reach all
workers, from all farms”

Buxton-Cox says she
has never been involved in
something “this big, where
we are able to impact some-
bodys life, including my
own. Knowing these season-
al agricultural workers has
completely changed my life”

And she quickly adds
that the hub couldnt be the
success it is without the sup-
portof a very generous com-
munity. “We have a unique
population of retirees and
young people, affluent peo-
ple, who make this work. I
can't imagine this taking off
in any other community. 'm
just a conduit for making it
happen”

For more information
about the hub, to get in-
volved or donate, visit the-
hubnotl.ca.

Local Staff

Bring your family, and
bring your skates.

The Fine Estates Team
of Revel Realty has booked
the Centennial Arena and
is hosting the first annu-

al Community Free Skate
Fest on Monday, Feb. 20
(Family Day).

Skate for free from 1 to
3 p.m. at the arena in the
Centennial Sports Park
on Four Mile Creek Road,
and enjoy some snacks

and drinks provided by the
Revel team.

“We're hoping to have a
great turn out filled with lo-
cal families and friends and
we can't wait to see everyone
there,” says Gracie Wilson,
of the Fine Estates Team.



February 15,2023 M

THE NOTLO ol

notllocal.com

Re3|dents already opposing commercial zoning

Continued from page 1

tions to determine if they
are complete.

Once the town deems
the application complete, it
will be made public.

The building will have
a “slightly bigger” lot cov-
erage, at 22 per cent, than
the school building, which
covers 18 or 19 per cent of
the property, says Lowes.
But the landscaped area
will be greater, with less
paved surface.

And the historic oak
tree, which has been re-
ported to be 300 years old,
will be saved.

The building design, he
adds, “will fit quite nicely
in Niagara-on-the-Lake”

Residents in the neigh-
bourhood of the proper-
ty have received a letter
from LURA, a public re-
lations firm, dated Feb. 6,
explaining they “specialize
in speaking with neigh-
bours about a variety of
policy and planning or
construction projects. We
are not engineers or plan-
ners ourselves nor are we
responsible for the result of
any project we are involved
with. Rather, we work to
foster positive dialogue be-
tween interested parties.”

Two Sisters Resorts, the
letter says, “has identified
that an early dialogue will
be beneficial to ensuring
the circulation of accurate
information and the fos-
tering of a respectful and
open dialogue. We rec-
ognize there may be great
interest in this site from
residents. As the applica-
tion process advances, this
dialogue will also be help-
ful in circling concerns and
inquires from the commu-
nity back through to the
project proponent/appli-
cants”

Neighbour Alan Gor-
don says POST, a group
of NOTL residents and
neighbours inspired to
action by the first devel-

This rendering shows what the back of the hotel could look like, and greenspace behind it. (Submitted)

opment proposal for the
historic Parliament Oak
school site, is still very
much in existence. Pre-
serve Our Special Town
was formed to protest what
was considered inappro-
priate development in a
low-density ~ residential
neighbourhood.

Gordon says since the
first proposal was appealed
for lack of a town decision
on zoning and Official Plan
amendments, POST mem-
bers have been waiting for
a hearing.

Liberty had also filed
an application to the town
for a permit to demolish
the school, an application
that was not completed,
but that can be moved for-
ward by Two Sisters, which
bought the property in Oc-
tober for $8 million.

“Things went very qui-
et during the hiatus, and
nothing much was hap-
pening,” says Gordon.

He and others opposed
to the residential Parlia-
ment Oak development
have been following close-
ly the proposal for a four-

storey, 60-foot apartment
building on Mary Street, at
the corner of Mississagua
Street. It too is inappropri-
ate for its location in a res-
idential neighbourhood,
because of its height and
size, and that developer is
also looking for Official
Plan and zoning amend-
ments, Gordon says.

That application “got
our attention, We've been
communicating with our
list from POST. Most four-
to five-storey buildings are
40 feet. This has very high
ceilings, and mechanicals
on the top. It's the equiva-
lent height of a six-storey
building”

Added to that is the
issue of density, with 40
units proposed, “about 10
times or more what the OP
allows,” says Gordon.

“Frankly to me it seems
quite absurd”

The Mary Street pro-
posal is “way out of line”
with the Official Plan,
which is specific about
residential zoning and re-
development and what is
appropriate for an existing

neighbourhood, he says.

Meanwhile, having
heard that the Parliament
Oak property had been
sold, “we were on notice,
just waiting for the other
shoe to drop,” he says.

It has, and what he has
learned about the proposal
for what he calls “a quasi-
resort” is also inappropri-
ate for the low-density es-
tablished residential area,
he says.

“An enormous amount
of effort went into the Of-
ficial Plan,” which was re-
cently updated, he says.
“Our position is very clear.
A commercial use for the
property is completely in-
appropriate and inconsis-
tent with the OP, as is the
density, height and scale of
the building”

Gordon says he and
his group are not opposed
to development, and he
points to the new hotel on
Queen Street as something
he feels maintains a sense
of scale and density with
the surrounding neigh-
bourhood.

“But the Parliament

Oak and Mary Street de-
velopments, in residential
areas, defy common sense.”

Connie Tintinalli,
a founding member of
POST and a neighbour to
the property, is also op-
posed to commercial re-
zoning. Citing the history
of the property, she says,
“how much further from
the intended use of this
important site can this
proposal for a commercial
hotel be?”

Community facilities
and institutional zoning
designations permit uses
that serve the residents
and future residents of the
town, she adds.

“If the town of NOTL
wants to remain a real
town with residents, fam-
ilies and maybe even a
school, we need to priori-
tize the needs of the people
that live here rather than
the ones who merely visit,
and those who only want
to reap riches through de-
velopment as they over-
whelm the town’s unique
character”

Lyle Hall, a member

ANDREWS LAW
PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081

info@rjwandrews.ca

REAL ESTATE WILLS BUSINESS

Women's Business Networking and Referral Group
in Niagara-on-the-Lake

It's a great time to join in at the start.

We meet once a month for 1+ hour lunch meeting.

What are we all about?
* Creating business alliances
* Referrals and leads for new businesses
* Brain storming to help each other with new ideas
*It's about GIVING than getting
* Expanding your customer base
* Meet wonderful local women and create great business relationships
A positive, forward thinking group to support each other.

Our first lunch meeting will be at
Bricks & Barley on Thursday, March 9th at noon.

Let us know the type of business you have and your contact number
if you will be joining us for our Ist lunch meeting.

If you are interested, please register with
angelika.zammit@gmail.com

Looking forward to New Beginnings! New Friendships! New Business Opportunities!

and often spokesperson of
SORE (Save Our Rand Es-
tate), which watches close-
ly development and legal
issues of the four prop-
erties owned by Benny
Marotta, Solmar and Two
Sisters on John Street East
and Charlotte Street, has
also been following devel-
opment plans for the Par-
liament Oak site — he lives
on one of the four streets
surrounding the property.

He is concerned that
the proposal is to rezone
the property for commer-
cial use.

Rather than a dia-
logue about how big the
hotel should be or how
many rooms it will have, it
should be “what tone the
new council is going set”
with this proposal, and the
one for Mary Street.

If the town wants to
give up community facil-
ity space for commercial
zoning right in the mid-
dle of a residential block,
“we’ll never see another
community facility space.
Let’s not fall into the devel-
opmental trap of whether
it should be 129 rooms. It
shouldn’t be a hotel at all.
Ideally, it should remain a
community facility, or at
worst, residential,” that fits
in with the surrounding
neighbourhood, says Hall.

Unfortunately, he con-
tinues, the owner of the
property “has more money
and more staying power
than probably the town or
the residents do”

‘'m not at all sur-
prised,” he adds, to see the
property owner propose
commercial zoning for a
hotel — the discussion will
be whether council will de-
fend what residents want
them to do.

This proposal, which
if approved would begin
to pull the commercial
concentration away from
Queen Street, Hall says,
“will be a real challenge for
council?”
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The issue that may define this term of council

We can't rewrite history
(although there are certain-
ly those who try) but we can
learn from it.

Looking back now, it
seems so simple — if the
town had just purchased Par-
liament Oak School when the
District School Board of Ni-
agara declared it surplus, we

would not be where we are
today.

And a group of residents
hoping to establish a com-
munity hub would not have
planned to talk to council
Tuesday night to ask for the
hospital building — they
would likely have spent the
intervening years with an es-

tablished hub in the former
Parliament Oak building, and
the town would not be gearing
up for yet another battle over
the future of that property.
Negotiations went on for
years, first with the town try-
ing to convince the board not
to close the only school left in
the Old Town, and then try-

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

Philomena Cunk, in the
Cunk on Earth (Netflix, 2022)
“mockumentary; is an inves-
tigative reporter, and aided by
several erudite academics, she

examines the evolution of man.

Rarely have I laughed so
hard, or learned so much in
such a short time.

This series is for lovers of
Monty Python, Mr. Bean and
QI. All others need not bother
watching.

Donald Combe is a retired
English teacher who loves to go
to the movies. Until he resumes
going to theatres, he has gra-
ciously agreed to share his opin-
ions, through “short and sweet”
exclusives, of Netflix series and
movies for The Local.

Where’s Ben?

Eden student Ben Foster continues to discover new locations in NOTL, wondering how fa-
miliar others may be with them. If you know where this photo was taken, email penny@not-
llocal.com. Last week’s might have been a little more difficult than usual — we had one cor-
rect response, which was the Mackenzie Printery and Newspaper Museum in Queenston.

Editor:

Penny Coles
penny@notllocal.com
905-246-5878

Publisher:

John Hammill
John@villagemedia.ca
905-988-5599 ext 1157

The Niagara-on-the-Lake Local
Village Media Regional Publisher (online sales)

P.0. Box 430, 1596 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, LOS 1T0

Advertising Sales:
Julia Coles
julia@notllocal.com
905-934-1040

News Tips: news@notllocal.com

notllocal.com @ facebook.com/notllocal @ instagram.com/thenotllocal © @thenotllocal

The Niagara-on-the-Lake

The Trusted Voice of Our Community

Graphic Designer:
Rosie Gowsell
composing@notllocal.com

ing to buy it from the board,
making a total of three offers,
all three turned down.

Most of the discussions
between the town and the
school board took place in
closed sessions, but once
negotiations came to a halt,
both sides issued public state-
ments. Pat Darte, the may-
or at the time, said the town
was doing everything it could
to work with the board, and
the board said it was open to
working with the town. But it
still didn't happen.

Gary Zalepa was a coun-
cillor during that term, and
Gary Burroughs was the re-
gional chair — they would
understand the frustration
of not being able to see those
negotiations end successfully.
They must think of that these
days — how could they not?

It seemed there were two
stumbling blocks. Although
the site was zoned for insti-
tutional use, the board ap-
parently wanted to test the
open market to see what the
property would be worth to a
developer.

The other snag was the
board’s conditions — the
town would not be allowed to
flip it, nor could it become a
private school.

The board was under-
standably concerned about
losing Old Town students,
and the dollars that went with
them, to a school that might
be established by a commu-
nity group who wanted to
provide families with an alter-
native to the long bus ride to
Virgil. That, of course, is ex-
actly what happened — Royal
Oak Community School, set
up first in the Market Room
of the Court House, quick-
ly outgrew that space, and
continues to grow in the old
hospital building — the only
property zoned for commu-
nity use left in the Old Town.

When the group heard
the Parliament Oak proper-
ty had been sold again, there
were efforts made to again see
it turned into a building the

community could use, but
that, not surprisingly, didn’t
fly, we're told.

However, the good news
is a community hub and
not-for-profit school is still
possible. The town has so far
held on to the former hospi-
tal building, and has for some
time tried to determine a fu-
ture, hopefully permanent,
use for it.

And a group of residents,
many of them part of the
group that first floated the
idea of a community hub in
Parliament Oak, has a solu-
tion for the hospital building
that would allow it to con-
tinue as a community facil-
ity and serve residents, by
offering a world-class centre
for “creative, cultural, and
community organizations to
work and share resources, to
the benefit of Niagara and be-
yond”

Their vision is described as
a self-funded collaboration be-
tween Royal Oak Community
School, and other non-profit
organizations such as Music
Niagara, the Shaw Festival and
Yellow Door, and their ask of
the town was to allow addi-
tional community organiza-
tions to become tenants.

The Local goes to press
Tuesday night, and with
the switch of town council
meetings to Tuesday, we can't
report the response to the re-
quest of the group to use that
space as a ‘creative, cultural
and community hub,” but we
hope it was positive — look
for a story online today.

And thats the lesson
we hope has been learned
— what is being proposed
would be a great addition to
the community, a permanent
solution to the future of the
building, and a chance for a
do-over after the failure to
secure the school when the
town had that opportunity.

The issue, however, is
the future of the Parliament
Oak site that is still to be de-
termined. The owner of the
property might turn out to

be the only resident of NOTL
who thinks a hotel is a good
idea. What remains to be seen
is whether council has the
will, or the staying power, to
stop it.

Every candidate in every
election campaign in NOTL,
for at least the last three de-
cades, has said they support-
ed development, but opposed
inappropriate development.
Just as every candidate has
said they support preserving
heritage. You don't get elect-
ed in NOTL without making
those promises.

But promises are easy to
make and were likely well-
intentioned at the time they
were made, but are oh so
much harder to keep. To fur-
ther complicate matters, the
recent election also brought
out discussions about the
high cost of legal bills, and
taxpayers dont like to hear
how much they are paying
in legal fees to developers, so
this council has some added
pressure to deal with what ap-
pears to be a no-win situation.
It will cost money to uphold
the towns Official Plan and
zoning bylaws against devel-
opers with deep pockets and
patience. Development issues
and the legal fees that come
with them aren’t necessari-
ly resolved within a term of
council.

The good men and wom-
en now sitting on council will
want to do what's right for the
town, and for the taxpayers.
They will want to keep their
promises to fight inappropri-
ate development. They won't
want to rack up huge legal
bills to accomplish their goals.

They are in a tough posi-
tion, just months into a new
term, with an issue that could
easily become the one that de-
fines this council.

Engage in battle and stay
the course, hoping for a win?
Or save the cost of fighting.
Which will it be?

Penny Coles
The Local

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth

416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868
(Crisis Line)
kidshelpphone.ca

For depression,

distress and crisis.

24 hour help line:
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS

ACCESS
(Toll Free)

1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER'S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to 9 p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St., NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:

#SAFE (#7233)

1-866-863-0511
(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS
1-800-222-8477
(TIPS)
niagaratips.com
Text 274637 (CRIMES),
keyword: Niagara,
then your tip
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Newark (now Niagara-on-
the-Lake) was the first capital
of Upper Canada. Sessions of
parliament were held in the Free
Masons Lodge on King Street.
In the extreme heat one sum-
mer, the members of parliament
moved their desks and chairs
outside to conduct their business
under a stand of oak trees.

It was on this site (donated
by the town to the school board)
that Parliament Oak School was
built and opened in 1948. In
1966 it was sold for one dollar

to the Niagara Public School
Board (which became DSBN
in 2013). The DSBN closed the
school in 2015, declaring the
school surplus one year later.
Although the town submitted
an unconditional offer over the
asking price, the school board
refused to sell to the town.

The new owners of this
culturally important site are
proposing Official Plan and
zoning bylaw amendments
to permit the construction of
a four-storey, 129-suite hotel

OMMENT

g[oeaAETTERS Hotel proposal ‘totally inappropriate’

with a restaurant, bar and event
spaces in the middle of the es-
tablished residential area of
Old Town.

The height, noise, traffic
and density of this proposed
development is totally inap-
propriate. Introducing a com-
mercial use into the middle of
an established residential area
betrays all the residents of this
town and contravenes the Offi-
cial Plan, which stipulates one
of the goals and objectives for
commercial areas is “to prevent

the intrusion of commercial
uses into residential areas”

The Official Plan designates
the property for open space
and community facilities, with
the main uses being “active and
passive neighbourhood parks,
elementary schools, health care
facilities, churches, daycare
centres, cemeteries, museums,
historic sites, and similar com-
munity servicing uses.”

How much further from the
intended use of this important
site can this proposal for a com-

THENOTLO poal

mercial hotel be? Community
facilities and institutional zon-
ing designations permit uses
that serve the residents and
future residents of the town. If
this site is lost to commercial
development, there is only one
other property remaining for
potential community facilities
and institutional uses.

If the town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake wants to remain a
real town with residents, fami-
lies and maybe even a school, we
need to prioritize the needs of
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the people that live here rather
than the ones who merely visit
and those who only want to reap
riches through development
as they overwhelm the towns
unique character. If an institu-
tional use is no longer viable,
the Official Plan provides that
the only purpose for which the
property may be redeveloped is
‘Low Density Residential Usé
one that is compatible with the
surrounding Established Resi-
dential neighbourhood.

Connie Tintinalli

—%METTERS Never have nurses or their unions advocated for privatization=—

In reply to the letter to
the editor (The Local, Feb. 8)
under the headline, No apol-
ogy owed to nurses, consider
the following, taken from the
Ontario Nurses Association
website:

“Ford’s plan to expand
private clinics in Ontario
will cost patients dearly, risk
lives and significantly worsen
staffing shortages, healthcare

unions say:

“Toronto, ON, January
16, 2023 - Five major Ontar-
io healthcare unions are call-
ing on the Ford government
to not move forward with
its plan to siphon provincial
funding from public hospital
care and hand it to private,
for-profit surgical clinics, a
risky venture that will cost
Ontarians dearly and damage

An easy way

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

During a recent deep clean-
ing of my basement, I had to
sift through some bins and
boxes of belongings that hav-
en't been touched in years. The
inevitable situation took over
immediately; as I found myself
intrigued and distracted by a
bunch of childhood keepsakes,
photos and artwork.

Shocker — my artwork was
related almost exclusively to
nature. I had an obsession with
drawing tornadoes. Their shape,
and of course their monstrous
power, was always something
wildly captivating to me. To such
an extent, I still stand by the no-
tion that T would have profession-
ally studied weather if I didn't fall
too in love with biology.

Hence why the remainder
of my youthful creative works
feature giant tree sketches,
toads racing one another, and
snakes wrapped around moun-

tains. The writing was on the
wall and the marker was on the
paper from a young age.

Then there was a giant bun-
dle of maps. These are maps I
had made of The Swamp across
my street, which I explored
with great frequency and intent
in my young years. I would be
out there alone with my Ger-
man shepherd, Shelby, and a
walkie talkie to keep in touch
with my parents.

That swamp is now one
third of its size when I explored
itasakid.

Looking at these maps at 30
years old, I was instantaneously
teleported back to the wonder I
remember feeling when making
them. With no actual maps of
this area in NOTL available to my
tiny hands, I mapped it myself,
and with surprising accuracy.

This got me thinking about
how you can get out with your
youngsters, and map your own
local park, conservation area,
or even private property, de-
pending where you live.

This is a superbly affordable
and easy exercise of learning,
creativity, skill development,
and again — that classic feeling
of childhood wonder.

access to public care.

“The unions - CUPE/
OCHU, Ontario Nurses’ As-
sociation, OPSEU/SEFPO,
SEIU Healthcare, and Unifor
— say that this move will fur-
ther starve our public health-
care system of funding and
divert front-line staff to en-
rich private shareholders and
diminish access to publicly-
delivered healthcare. Patients

will wait even longer for
healthcare under this scheme
and should not be misled
into believing they will not
pay out of pocket.

“They say that since com-
ing to office, this government
has implemented policies
to demoralize healthcare
workers, worsen the staffing
shortage and cause burnout
through heavy workloads

and low wages. Funding pri-
vate clinics will further dam-
age the ability of Ontario’s
public hospitals to provide
high-quality care and make
it even more challenging to
retain front-line staff”

Mr. Evans is mistaken.
Never have the nurses” union
or nurses in general ever ad-
vocated for the privatization
of healthcare.

Please do not bring nurs-
es into this healthcare issue.
They have worked tireless-
ly for months on end. The
healthcare problems have
been ongoing for decades
and only now coming to light
because the stress of the pan-
demic has placed it in a dire
situation.

Maryellen Holmes

to get kids interested in nature

Al of my maps were
themed. One was shaded froma
light yellow all the way through
to a darker red. I colour-shaded
swaths of land based on my per-
ceived density of snakes. Was
I rarely finding snakes in one
area, but scooping them up by
the handful in others? The dark
red area was hilariously titled in
the map legend as Watch Where
You Step. Your child can do this
with any animal that you can
safely observe, from beetles to
birds to frogs.

Naturally, as a kid, you
might begin wondering why
the animal of focus shows up in
some areas more than others.
Now we're talking about hab-
itats, and this was one of my
other maps.

The legend shows swamp
forest, dry forest, meadow; thick-
et, and creeks of varying size,
which I gave my own names
to. August Creek, Pipe Creek,
and Pine Forest are a handful of
spots, with a personal story and
reason behind such names. This
also reinforces the idea that not
only in nature, but in life in gen-
eral, all things are connected and
influence one another.

Further on the note of wa-

terways, I also mapped their
water quality. Of course I wasn't
using scientific instruments as-
sessing phosphorous or nitro-
gen levels, but I had big mason
jars, and that was enough to get
the fluids flowing in my little
nugget of a brain.

Why was the creek brown,
but this one clear? Why does
this pond have lots of little debris
pieces floating around? Some
ponds were coated with algae

and others were generally open
water. I then applied these find-
ings, and where I took them,
onto my map. Additionally, I ob-
served and sketched what I saw
in the jar for my shoebox records.

Like becoming a storm
chaser or weatherman, I also
seriously ~ considered ~works
in cartography as I got older,
which is not a surprise whatso-
ever. Alas, the creatures actually
swimming, crawling, slithering,

and flying around in these areas
piqued my interest the most, so
biology it was, and still is.

The takeaway here is that all
your kid needs is a clipboard,
blank paper, some markers and
an inquisitive mind. This is not
about ensuring they became
future biologists one day, but it
is a free and healthy method of
fun, experiential learning that
could serve to help kids think
about all sorts of things in life!

Willow needs help

NOTL Cats has been caring for Willow for
about a month. She’s a sweet, affection-
ate kitten who captures the heart of every-
one who meets her. Willow was recently
diagnosed with clinical Feline Infectious
Peritonitis (FIP), a viral disease which is
almost always fatal. NOTL Cats enrolled
her in an FIP drug trial and she started her
treatments five days ago. Her prognosis
is already looking good, but help is need-
ed to cover the $3,000 cost for Willow’s
medications, veterinary appointments and
bloodwork. Contributions to her treatments
can be made at gofundme.com/f/willow
-the-sweetheart?qid=4ce72793d-
00f304a0563e6ff20753553.




8 February15,2023 M

THE NOTLO ol

notllocal.com

RiverBrink presents documentary on resilience of women

Sharon Burns
Special to The Local

Surrounded by evocative
artwork such as haunting and
sinister faces smeared with
white, pink and blue makeup,
and life-size skirt sculptures,
director Roselyn Kelada-
Sedra answered audience
member questions after the
screening of her award-win-
ning documentary Women of
Resilience.

At RiverBrink Art Muse-
um in Queenston, Kelada-Se-
dra was surrounded by the art
of four other Niagara-based
artists from the SWFT (Sup-
porting Women, Femme and
Trans) Artist Group. Themes
such as gender identity and
queerness, trauma and fa-
milial wounds, the univer-
sal cycles of transformation
and human connection are
apparent in the sculptures,
video art and wall hangings
throughout several rooms of
the museum.

Kelada-Sedra’s 45-minute
film features three women in
the Niagara region who have

experienced trauma. The sci-
ence of resilience is reflected
in the film.

“Trusty  said Kelada-
Sedra, “is based on the un-
derstanding that no matter
what comes, this relationship
is solid. And one’s ‘circle of
security” are people that you
call when youre angry or
sad, people who have earned
your trust. People who have
proved over time that they are
in it with you”

Kelada-Sedra chose to
make this documentary be-
cause she admires women of
resilience and “always won-
dered how they get like that”
Her godmother and mother
appear in the film.

“I care the most about
women who have been
through things and found a
way to make their hearts big-
ger and their boots bigger and
keep on walking,” she said.

“We have a misunder-
standing about forgiveness,
that it's once. And you have to
do it right away and it has to
be 100 per cent done for real
or its not real. And that’s not

real. Forgiveness is every day,
and that's exhausting. It’s real-
ly hard, but if you can't in one
moment, you can try again in
the next. If you cannot forgive
now;” said Kelada-Sedra, “you
can focus on healing yourself
and try again later”

Women of Resilience has
won many accolades by es-
teemed film competitions
around the world such as the
Toronto International Wom-
en Film Festival and Cannes
World Film Festival.

The artwork of Rajshree
Jena, Mori McCrae, Luce
Latour-Mooney and Rea Kel-
ly represent a diverse range of
perspectives and mediums,
including drawing, painting,
the traditional Indian folk-
art form of Madhubani and
sculpture.

A workshop on Indian
Folk Art in a Mindful State
with Rajshree Jena is sched-
uled for Saturday, Feb. 25.
The SWFT exhibit is still on
display and is donate-what-
you-can. For more informa-
tion, please visit riverbrink.
org.

Film director Roselyn Kelada-Sedra was at RiverBrink Art Museum to screen and discuss her
45-minute documentary on the resilience of women. (Supplied)

Cookies a heartfelt way to help Red Roof Retreat

Sharon Burns
Special to The Local

“All you need is love,
said Shayla Vermolen,
which is fitting for the
196 dozen heart-shaped
cookies her mother Jody
Finn-Vermolen has recent-
ly made to “give back” to
Red Roof Retreat.

Kerry Finn, Jody’s sister
and Shaylas aunt, is a client
of Red Roof Retreat, which
has provided recreational
programming for Kerry for
Six years.

In addition to programs
for special needs children
and young adults, Red Roof
also provides day camps
and respite care at two
locations, The Ranch on
Concession 6, an 11l-acre
hobby farm with an acces-
sible walking trail and play-
ground, and Kevans House
on Concession 2, which
provides adult respite
weekends and emergency
residential care.

Kerry “loves going to
The Ranch and going on
outings and crafts and
singing songs. Everything
that Red Roof offers brings
fulfillment to her life,” said
Jody.

Jody describes Kerry as
“the light of our life. She is
happy all the time. She is a
social butterfly. She thrives
from being around people
and being able to do things
and have friends”

According to Shayla,
Kerry “has been super for-
tunate to spend time with
the lovely people at Red
Roof Retreat who provide
her with so many fun activ-
ities and experiences. Our
family is very lucky to have

been able to connect with
them?”

On Tuesday morning,
Valentine’s Day, Kerry met
everyone at the door of the
retreat’s Hunter Road lo-
cation, inside Cornerstone
Community Church, with
laughter, hugs and a big
cheque to donate to the
place that brings her so
much happiness.

Wearing red and pink,
clients and staff of Red
Roof Retreat were planning
on celebrating Valentines
day with a party. “We have
a whole bunch of activities
set up today, said special
needs worker Kennedy An-
derson. “We are going to
decorate some cookies, and
a whole bunch of colour-
ing. And if the weathers
nice we will get outside.”

All you need is love,
Red Roof Retreat’s slogan,
indeed.

At the Red Roof Retreat space in Cornerstone Community Church on Hunter Road were (back) program coordinator Christa
Rawsthorne, cookie maker Jody Finn-Vermolen, Red Roof Retreat staff member Kennedy Anderson, student volunteer Lauren
Manlow, and (front) Red Roof Retreat clients Kerry Finn and Kaitlin. (Sharon Burns)

The sale of heart-shaped cookies raised money to help Red Roof Retreat. (Supplied)

Red Roof Retreat programs bring client Kerry Finn much joy,
say her family members. (Supplied)
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Zalepa to speak about first 100 days at new Q Lounge

Mike Balsom
The Local

To celebrate the opening
of their new Q Lounge, 124
on Queen Hotel and Spa is
kicking off a new speaker se-
ries with an appearance by
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa.

It was originally planned
for Thurday, but has been re-
scheduled to March 15.

Director of marketing Ala-
na Hurov feels the new lounge
is the perfect spot in Niagara-
on-the-Lake for the leaders
of the community to come
together on a regular basis to
network and discuss import-
ant matters.

The lounge is a bright,
open space with modern de-
cor overlooking a spacious
courtyard with a centrepiece
fountain. It has the capacity to
host between 50 and 70 peo-
ple when all of the convert-
ible walls are opened up. As
well, Hurov says the floor-to-
ceiling windows can also be
opened to increase the capac-
ity during warmer months.

“Its a real loungy atmo-
sphere] says hotel general
manager Eric Quesnel. “With
this event, everything is going
to be open. We have different
types of tables throughout the
room, and its a place where it
is easy to move from table to
table”

“We want it to be a place
for the locals to go, to feel
welcome,” Hurov tells The
Local, “to dress up, to have
cocktails and great meals. We

General manager Eric Quesnel and marketing director Alana Hurov show off the lounge at 124 on Queen Hotel and Spa, where Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa will be
talking about his first 100 days as mayor. (Mike Balsom)

want people to enjoy spend-
ing time here, to feel that they
have a place to gather in the
Old Town”

Hurov, who moved to
Virgil with her family during
the pandemic, says Zalepa
is a perfect headliner to kick
off what she plans will be a
monthly event.

“He’s a new Lord Mayor,’
Hurov says. “Being a local my-
self, it’s important to hear what
his plans are for the communi-
ty. It makes sense to have him
as our first speaker, to bring
our community together”

When asked about future
guests for the speaker series,
Hurov is holding her cards
close to her chest for the time
being. But her extensive back-
ground in television and mul-
timedia production, includ-
ing stints with Rogers Sports
and Media, HuffPost Studios,
Shaw Communications, and
CBC, Global and City Televi-
sion, gives a hint as to some of
the possibilities.

“Were in talks with some
CEOs and leaders in our
community and the region,’
says Hurov, “and maybe

some other celebrities that I
may be able to bring in from
my previous life. T've reached
out to my old friend George
Stroumboulopoulos  (Hurov
produced his CBC talkshow)
to see if he can come”

Hurov adds she’s open to
suggestions for future guests.
and holds out the possibil-
ity the series could become
membership-based.

“My goal,” she says, “is to
make Niagara-on-the-Lake
have higher-profile people
do events. We've brought dif-
ferent event producers to the

hotel to showcase the space,
to see the luxury of our ven-
ue and its suitability for those
types of events. We shouldn’t
have to go to Toronto or
Hamilton for them when
they can be right here in our
backyard”

Hurov adds that proceeds
from each date will go toward
local charities. For the first
session, the NOTL Youth Col-
lective will be the beneficiary.

Guests will enjoy a four-
course meal from Treadwell
Cuisine and will be escorted
on a tour of the hotel and spa

area, as well. The event will
take place March 15 from 7 to
10 p.m., and costs $175 plus
tax and gratuities per person.
To book, send an email to or-
ders@treadwellcuisine.com.
“Its really exciting to see
what we can do with the
space;” says Hurov. “It's beau-
tiful, modern and luxurious.
Our owners are local people,
and they’ve put so much love
into this place that I feel so
strongly about helping them
make this successful, to make
it a beautiful spot for people
in our community to enjoy.’
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New director chosen for Niagara Regional Native Gentre

Mike Balsom
The Local

At the Feb. 8 special
membership meeting a
new board was elected and
appointed for the Niagara
Regional Native Centre.

Newly appointed di-
rector Sean Vanderklis
is hoping the change
brings stability to a beloved
organization.

The previous board was
left with only four mem-
bers in late 2022 after the
centre’s executive director
at the time, Karl Docksta-
der, was escorted off the
Airport Road property
by board president Lacey
Lewis and treasurer Wan-
da Griffin. Three fellow
members resigned from
the board following that
incident, leaving the orga-
nization with an insuffi-
cient number of directors
to operate and qualify for
provincial funding.

Vanderklis, a journalist
and co-host with Docksta-
der of the radio program
One Dish One Mic, tells
The Local that the remain-
ing directors resigned on
Feb. 8.

“Once they resigned,
six new members were
elected by our member-
ship,” he says. “And once
they were in place, I was
appointed to the board.

We currently have seven
of nine vacancies filled,
with two more remaining
to be filled. They will prob-
ably be appointed at our
next meeting.”

VanderKklis feels that the
native centre community
was very clear and concise
that they were under the
leadership of the wrong
leaders in the old regime.

“They needed to go,
unfortunately, he says.
“At the beginning of the
meeting it appeared they
weren't going to, though.
They seemed to be fighting
tooth and nail to hold onto
power. But our commu-
nity broke into song, our
women’s hand drum sing-
ers sang for a good 15 to
20 minutes, I imagine as a
form of healing, of making
sure that we were all collec-
tively together”

The new board is to be
led by president Roxanne
Buck, who has served in
that position a number of
times over the centre’s exis-
tence. Her mother was one
of the founding members
of the native centre.

Brian Mac Aulay will
serve as vice president.

“He’s part of our Sil-
ver Fox group, our older
clientele, says Vanderk-
lis. “He’s been coming to
our programs forever,
and he brings a lot of his-

New Niagara Regional Native Centre director Sean Vanderklis. (Supplied)

torical knowledge, com-
munity knowledge that a
younger member like me
doesn’t have”

Doug Paget is the new
treasurer, and Elaina Jones
is the new secretary. Ac-
tivist Fallon Farinacci and
Audrey Clark will join
Vanderklis as directors.

“Out of our execu-
tives, three or four have
past board experience
specific to the Niagara
Regional Native Centre,
Vanderklis adds.

The dispute that arose
following Dockstader’s re-

moval from his position
left some rifts in the com-
munity that Vanderklis
hopes can be healed with
the new board.

“Our community is
very small, very tight-knit,”
he points out. “The peo-
ple that we were taking
issue with are people that
I grew up with. (Newly-re-
signed board member)
Bobbi Jones Japp is a child-
hood friend. I've hung out
with Wanda Griffin out-
side of meetings. These are
relationships we've been
developing and fostering
for years”

The fourth mem-
ber who resigned at last
Wednesday’s meeting is
Wendy Wilson.

As a community mem-
ber, Vanderklis is hoping
that another open meet-
ing can be held in the near
future for all members to
voice their concerns.

“Ultimately the goal of
this organization is to im-
prove the quality of life for
our people;” he insists, “not
just right now but for fu-

ture generations. The leg-
acy needs to continue. De-
spite any differences some
of us may have had, it’s in-
cumbent upon us to have
these tough discussions.”

And, he says, he
hopes to see those board
members who resigned
last Wednesday back at
the centre.

“Wanda and I might
have differences, but she
has been one of the most
community-focused board
members we've ever had,
he says. “Some staff mem-
bers here consider Wanda
to be their family. There
are members of our com-
munity that feel bad about
what happened to Wanda
and Bobbi”

The issue, says Vander-
klis, is that the old board
wasn't following the prop-
er process when it came to
governance.

‘I imagine that once
some time passes, and
some healing has hap-
pened, they will want to
become more involved
than they want to be right

now, he adds.

The native  centre
typically holds its board
meetings the last Tuesday
of every month, which
would mark Feb. 27 for
their next one.

Before that, though,
the new board hopes to
meet with the provincial
funders, with whom they
are now in good stand-
ing with seven of the nine
board positions filled. By-
aws require at least five
members in place, and
until last weeks special
meeting the board was one
member short.

“Our community is
passionate,” Vandrklis says.
“Sometimes we have these
disagreements that affect
governance.  Indigenous
people historically use a
consensus-building mod-
el as a method to navigate
some of the bigger deci-
sions, not the first-past-the-
post model. T hope that we
can look at having bylaws in
place in the future that bet-
ter represent our traditional
governance structures.”

Town drops appeal of
tree-cutting allegations

Local Staff

The town has decided
to withdraw the appeal
concerning the provincial
offences violations un-
der the Ontario Heritage
Act at Randwood Estate,
on the three John Street E.
properties and one in
Charlotte Street.

The original charges
arose from allegations
that  heritage features
were damaged because of
trees that were cut on the
properties.

In October 2022, the
courts decided that the
case would not be heard on
its merits and that the trial
would no longer continue,
the town’s press release,

sent out Tuesday, said.

Every individual has
a right to be tried within
a reasonable time frame,
and the courts have pro-
vided guidelines concern-
ing those timelines. Those
accused need to be tried
within 18 months for pro-
vincial court trials, unless
there are exceptional cir-
cumstances, the news re-
lease says.

“In this circumstance,
the accused was not able
to have the trial within
these prescribed timelines.
Several factors contributed
to the time delay, includ-
ing the lack of judicial re-
sources. On this basis, the
town Dbelieves financial
resources are better used
in the interests of the pub-

lic, and the appeal will not
proceed.”

When making its de-
cision, the news release
continues, “the town was
also mindful of the high
legal costs associated
with an appeal on this
matter; without any assur-
ance of success.

“The public may be
assured that the town
continues to value the
conservation of heritage
resources and will make
the most of opportuni-
ties through  Heritage
Act and Planning Act
applications.

After a closed session
Friday, council voted on the
matter of a provincial of-
fence involving Solmar, but
did not identify the issue.
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Music Niagara celebrating its 25th season

Mike Balsom
The Local

When the first season of
what was then called the Ni-
agara International Chamber
Music Festival was wrapping
up 25 years ago, founder Atis
Bankas was urged by his au-
diences to do it again the next
year.

He heard the same thing
the next year, and again the
next year.

“I thought by then they
would have known I wasn't go-
ing anywhere;” he laughs.

Getting set to launch what
is now Music Niagara Festival’s
25th year this summer, Bankas
says it’'s the perfect combination
of the scenery, the history, the
wineries and the Shaw Festival
that have made it possible to
reach this significant milestone.

“It was evident right from
the start that this was a great
place for classical music,” Mu-
sic Niagaras artistic director
tells The Local. “It's been a true
labour of love”

“Our audiences have grown
with us over the years,” he adds,
“and I feel we've expanded the
boundaries of what is con-
sidered good music. Weve
presented jazz, Celtic, world
music, choral music, a diverse
lineup right from the start”

With the season announce-
ment just around the corner,
Bankas is using the week of
Valentines Day to announce a

fundraising goal of $25,000 to
appropriately mark Music Ni-
agaras milestone this year. He's
personally donating $12,500 of
his own and looking to raise a
matching amount and more by
July 1, to ensure that this sum-
mer’s schedule of events is the
best ever.

“It will be a terrific shot in
the arm,” Bankas says, “to raise
$25,000 this year. It will go a
long way toward keeping the
festival going”

He holds out hope that
Music Niagara can continue
another 25 years, and looks
forward to presenting an or-
chestral series some time in the
future.

Bankas is promising a
lineup of 15-plus concerts this
summer, as well as a new Wine
and Music series that will cel-
ebrate emerging musicians,
something that has always
been a part of the festival.

“Our academy has always
been the backbone;” the vio-
linist tells The Local from the
Ottawa airport, on his way to
play New York City’s Carnegie
Hall with the Toronto Sympho-
ny Orchestra. “T actually start-
ed the school before I started
the festival. I'm happy to have
developed so many musicians
over the years”

The Wine and Music Series
aims to support young, diverse
and emerging musicians that
Music Niagara has worked
with in the past. As well, it will

Photos from Atis Bankas taken over the last 25 years: (clockwise, top left) Atis Bankas at St. Mark’s Church with Ukrainian
musicians, including world-renowned violinist Oleh Krysa, his late wife, pianist Tatiana Tchekina, and young pianist Marianna
Humetska; practicing at Henry of Pelham, in preparation for a gala performance; young students at Music Niagara’s Per-
formance Academy at Niagara College — the violist was Bankas’ student Marya Krechkovsky who is playing with Pittsburg
Symphony now; and Bankas with his previous administrative assistant Kaylee Davidson. (Supplied)

highlight a new generation of
performers, including some
from Ensemble Obiora, the
Odin Quartet, the Toronto
All-Star Big Band and students
from The Royal Conservatory,
where Bankas teaches. Con-
certs will take place at Ravine

Vineyard Estate Winery, Cha-
teau des Charmes and Iron-
wood Cider House.

Bankas missed presenting
young musicians in masterclass
settings during the pandemic,
and is hoping to return to that
now that concerts are back in

full swing for 2023.

“Our young musicians have
always been well-received by
our audience; he says. “Our
masterclasses would be full
with audiences watching teach-
ers working with students. We
hope to get back to those kinds

of shows”

Final arrangements are
being made on booking the
musicians and the venues for
2023, and should be complete
in the next few weeks. A full
lineup for the festival will be
announced then.
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Avery collects 50 boxes of food for Newark Neighbours

Mike Balsom
The Local

Last Wednesday, a day
after his 10th birthday, Vir-
gil's Avery London filled
the shelves of the Newark
Neighbours food bank with
donations from around the

world.

Avery and his parents
Mike and Krista loaded
up the family van with an
estimated $3,000 in food
and household items, $750
in cash, $250 in Amazon
gift cards and another $25
in M&M Food Market gift

Krista London takes a photo of Avery and some of the food he
collected before heading to Newark Neighbours to drop it off.

cards to drop off at New-
ark’s John Street location.

The collection was the
result of Avery’s desire to
donate to the food bank
this year rather than receive
gifts for his milestone birth-
day. Krista put out the call
for donations last month
via her TikTok account,
thekristalondon, which has
almost 600,000 followers.

Immediately, boxes from
Amazon filled with items
from Avery’s wishlist under
the banner FranKks Birthday
Fundraiser (Frank is Krista’s
nickname for her son), be-
gan to arrive at their door.

“It filled up our whole
kitchen table] Krista tells
The Local, “and covered
all of our counters. People
were sending diapers, and
we had an insane amount
of baby wipes. We were able
to get it all in the van, but
there was nowhere for me
to sit, so I had to follow in
my car.’

Many of the donations
of products and cash came
from Kristas TikTok fol-
lowers from around the
world. In lieu of making an
Amazon order, some opt-
ed to send e-transfers or
simply make a payment to
her PayPal account, which
converted foreign currency
into Canadian dollars.

“When we brought it all

in, the bags and the boxes
filled one entire row, and
part of the food bank shelf
area itself;” she adds. “There
was no floor space left”

“I dont think we've
ever had a donation of this
size from one family;” says
Newark Neighbours board
chair Cindy Grant. “And I
was shocked by how much.
Krista told me it was 50
boxes, but I had no con-
cept about how much that
would be”

“All we had to do was
say it on the internet,” said
an enthusiastic Avery, a
Crossroads Public School
student, “and snap, there
was food at the door”

Grant agrees that the na-
ture of the donation sheds a
light on the potential of so-
cial media to be used to do
some good in the world, and
in the Niagara-on-the-Lake
community.

“The concept of put-
ting something on TikTok
and having that kind of re-
sponse;” says Grant, “makes
me realize Newark Neigh-
bours has to get better with
our own social media. I
had a brief chat with Kris-
ta about it, and I hope to sit
down with her to see if she
can help us promote our
upcoming move.”

The Newark board is cur-
rently in the process of final-

Avery London has enough food to stock empty shelves at
Newark Neighbours — the most the food bank has ever re-
ceived from one family. (Mark Bennett)

izing the design for the inte-
rior of their new space in the
old Lincoln Interiors build-
ing on Niagara Stone Road.
Once that is done, they move
on to the construction stage.
Grant expects the move
from John Street will take
place either in late spring or
early summer.

Although the shelves at
John Street are now full fol-
lowing Avery’s donation, by
the time of the move those
goods and much more will
most likely have been dis-
tributed to families in need.

And despite the fact that
Avery didn't ask for any
birthday gifts, Grant pre-
sented Avery with two Lego
sets and an item that one of
the food bank volunteers

brought back for him fol-
lowing a trip to Ireland.

“We specifically wanted
to thank him,” Grant says.
“We knew it was his birth-
day, and we wanted to give
him a gift as a show of ap-
preciation for what he did.
That was very important to
us. He was so excited to be
here Wednesday”

“This is a real shot in
the arm to see this amount
of food come in at one
time,” Grant continues. “It
gives us hope, and it keeps
us going. He is learning at
a young age what it means
to give, and hopefully Av-
ery continues to have that
spirit of generosity as he
grows older and becomes
an adult”

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY
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Queens and Cider at Ironwood Friday

Sharon Burns
Special to The Local

Pride Niagara and
Ironwood Cider House
are partnering to pres-
ent Queens and Ciders
at Ironwood’s Lakeshore
Road site this Friday, Feb.
17.

Pride Niagara Am-
bassador Macy Mano-
lo, Queen Mother of the
Niagara Region Rhonda
Richards and Empress
Claudia Silva will be en-
tertaining audience mem-
bers. Hospitality manager
Devon Ryback made sure
to note that they have se-

cured a DJ for after the
performance.

Surrounded by art from
local artists in Ironwood’s
large second-storey loft,
Robyn Brown, marketing
and events manager for
Ironwood said that “Iron-
wood’s connection with
the District Tapas Bar in
St. Catharines has shown
us that we can offer the
same level of entertain-
ment” The District has a
pop-up restaurant at Iron-
wood.

“The performers are
with Pride Niagara, a
pride advocacy centre in
Niagara,” said Brown. “We

incorporate diversity into
our events and we want
everyone to know we are
an inclusive, welcoming
space”

As for potential neg-
ativity, Brown said, “we
have seen a couple com-
ments on Facebook but
this isn't a deterrent for
us”

For more informa-
tion please visit ironwood
cider.ca.

Macy Manolo, Rhonda Rich-
ards and Empress Claudia
Silva will be performing at
Ironwood Friday. (Supplied)

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

THE

FARNMHOUSE
CATE

Open For
Lunch Daily

Regervationg Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give ug a call to book

905-468-8814

Bring thie ad in for (0% off lunch on any
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday in February
Cannot be used Feb. [4 and Feb .20

CAROLINE CELLARS WINERY

“«d
-
Sl

1010 Ling 4 AULL 054988814 wpppebaclingballae eom

7/@%}&&&4 @/ lie weele

Chocolate Jalapeno Dark Balsamic

950% off Feb 13 -17th

(limit 2 per customer)

Lemon White Balsamic
%w with $65 purchase Feb 18th & 19th

50% Z# Feb 20th - 24th (limit 2 per customer)

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
Monday - Sunday: 10 -5

118 Queen St., NOTL | 289.868.8898
olivniagara.com

NIAGARA
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Seedy Sunday has something for gardeners at every level

Penny Coles
The Local

Whether youre an expe-
rienced gardener, or more of
a greenhorn wanting to learn,
you'll find what you're look-
ing for at the Master Garden-
ers of Niagara Seedy Sunday
event.

And whether you know it
or not, others may be looking
for just the seeds you have to
swap.

Bev Campeau, chair of
Seedy Sunday, says there will
be Master Gardener volun-
teers available to help both
those looking for seeds for
their gardens, and others
bringing in seeds they may
need some help labeling.

Its typically more experi-
enced gardeners who harvest
seeds, since beginners don't
necessarily know how to col-
lect them, says Campeau.
However, “its about 50/50”
of those bringing in seeds to
swap who will know whether
their seeds are hybrids or not,
which is important informa-
tion in understanding what

will be produced from the
seed. By asking the right ques-
tions, volunteers should be
able to glean enough informa-
tion to label the seed packet.

If you bring your seeds in
a glass jar or other container
where youve stored them
since the fall, volunteers are
ready to package the seeds
with information that in-
cludes the best place to plant
them, and the kind of care the
plant will need.

“All a beginning gardener
would need to know is on the
package, and we will fill in the
information on seeds that are
brought in,” says Campeau.

“We dont want to dis-
courage people from bringing
in seeds. This event started
with the idea of sharing seeds,
and having a variety to swap.
A seed sale has become an
addition to the swap, for those
who are new gardeners”

There will be more than
2,000 seed packages for sale,
at just 25 cents a package,
adds Campeau.

Seeds will be sorted to en-
sure gardeners buy the right

kind, including 200 different
varieties of vegetables; 800
different kinds of native plant
seeds good for pollinator gar-
dens, such as milkweed and
coneflower; and even seeds
for trees.

As Campeau explains,
“your garden doesn't have to
be 100 per cent native plants,
but the more the better, and
if you add a couple this year,
and a couple more next year,
you're doing your part for the
environment?”

There will also be work-
shops and talks from experts,
and opportunities to meet
garden-related vendors sell-
ing items such as bee houses
and organic soil amend-
ments, and to buy seeds from
seed companies.

Talks by  speakers
throughout the day include
Designing for Biodiversity;
Benefits of Native Plants;
Urban Homesteading; and
‘Tina, A Painted Corn 16
Years In the Making.

Plus, master gardeners
will have an advice clinic to
answer gardening questions.

“If your tomatoes had a black
spot on them, we can help
you. If they've been damaged
by an insect, we can help you
identify what kind of insect;”
says Campeau.

Refreshments and light
snacks will be available for
purchase throughout the day.

And, says Campeau, bring
the kids — there will be fun
learning activities for them,

such as planting a seed “to
take it home, learn how to
nurture it and see what hap-
pens. It will help kids learn
what gardening is all about,
and where their food comes
from. Maybe it will encourage
them to grow some potted to-
matoes or lettuce themselves””

The family-friendly event
is on Sunday, Feb. 26, 10 am.
to 3 p.m.,, at St. Giles Church,

205 Linwell Rd., St. Catharines.
Admission is free and parking
is available. Food donations
for the local food bank will be
collected.

For more information on
seed classification, seed col-
lection, native seeds and seed
germination or on the event
itself, visit the Master Garden-
ers of Niagara website: mgni-
agara.com/seedy-sunday.

Seeds will be displayed in colourfully-marked pots so gardeners will know what they’re pur-

chasing. (Supplied)

Buzz on Pollinators: Identifying, removing invasive plants

Sandra Ozkur
Special to The Local

Invasive plants are non-
native species that have been
introduced to North America
either deliberately or by ac-
cident, and once established
grow out of control, causing
environmental, societal and
agricultural damage.

Not all non-native plants
are invasive, so familiarize
yourself with the most threat-
ening ones in Ontario to
avoid purchasing or sharing
these plants with friends.

Betty Knight, a Mas-
ter Gardener in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, says, “The best
way to eliminate invasive spe-
cies is to never plant them in
the first place. Invasive spe-
cies can be transformers, re-
producing rapidly, growing
quickly; changing the biome of
the soil and crowding out oth-
er nearby plants. They are hard
to remove once established””

You may be surprised to
learn that some of your fa-
vourite plants are indeed in-
vasive. I have a lot of English
ivy growing in my yard; at
first, I liked it because it was
great ground cover and didn’t
require much care. However,
it soon became a problem
when it grew up the side of
my house, onto my cedars,
and then into my flower gar-
den, eventually choking out
all the original flowers. It has
been impossible to remove
from my trees, and has dam-
aged the brickwork on my
home. I wish I had stopped it
years ago.

When invasive species are
confined to your yard, they
may not seem like a prob-
lem, but once they escape
into nature they can quickly

take over and choke out the
native plants, trees and flow-
ers, destroying native habitat
and biodiversity. Invasive
plants can spread by several
methods. One is by seeds re-
leased from the plant or eaten
by birds who then distribute
them over hundreds of miles
through their droppings. The
second way is by stems (rhi-
zomes) that grow horizon-
tally underground and choke
out other plant roots as they
expand. The third method is
through the watershed sys-
tem, where the seeds move
with the water flow and estab-
lish themselves on the banks
along the way.

The first step to removing
invasive plants is to properly
identify them. Take a picture
of the plant and use Google or
an App called Seek by iNatu-
ralist to correctly identify the
plant, and use several sources
to confirm.

Once you are certain, re-
move them by cutting, pull-
ing, digging, or solarizing the
plants. Getting rid of inva-
sives is easiest when they are
first spotted, before they get
established. If you have larg-
er areas, begin working from
the outside inward to contain
them and reduce their spread.

Solarizing involves cover-
ing the area with clear plastic
to kill the plants before re-
moving.

The use of herbicides is
never recommended unless
large areas have gotten out of
control, or are entangled with
poison ivy.

Begin your attack by dig-
ging out the entire plant roots
and rhizomes. Use a garden
fork to loosen up the un-
derground root system and
rhizomes, and rake any re-

maining parts from the soil. If
you do this work after a rain,
the soil will be moist and the
plants will give way much
easier. Try to get them out be-
fore they go to seed and never
put invasive plants or seeds
into your compost pile or bin
— they will sprout and re-
contaminate your garden.

Once you have removed
all the plant materials, put
them into a black garbage bag
and set it in the sun for a cou-
ple of weeks to kill the plants
inside before disposing of it
into the garbage.

If the job seems too over-
whelming, invite a friend to
help. Put on some lively tunes,
pour your favourite beverage
and grove as you go, but don't
forget to return the favour.

Here are some of the most
common invasive plants
found in local gardens, wood-
ed areas and roadsides:

«Goutweed — Originally
from Europe, this ground-
cover is an absolute menace.
It spreads underground by
rhizomes, and entangles it-
self around the roots of other
plants, which kills them. There
are two varieties — one has
solid light green leaves and
the second is bluish-green
with a variegated white edge.
It blooms from June to Au-
gust with flat-topped, um-
brella-shaped clusters of white
flowers. If it invades a forest, it
chokes out the understory of
delicate wild flowers such as
trilliums, and prevents new
trees from germinating.

Garlic mustard — An in-
vasive herb brought from Eu-
rope and now out of control
in Canadian forests, roadsides
and riverbanks. It produc-
es thousands of seeds which
can remain dormant in the

English ivy is an invasive plant that can take over a garden and is hard to get rid of. (Sandra Ozkur)

soil for up to 30 years. It has
a thin stock with small ser-
rated green leaves, and small
white flowers with tiny petals.
The plant can grow up to one
metre tall and the leaves smell
like garlic when crushed. It
thrives in sun and shade, and
is allelopathic, which means it
produces chemicals in the soil
that prevent other plants from
growing nearby.

oPeriwinkle This
groundcover has dark, shiny
leaves and  bluish-purple
flowers. It is very hardy and
thrives in shady areas, there-
fore when it escapes into
wooded areas it quickly cre-
ates a monocrop by killing
all other existing plants in the
area. Wolf spiders love hiding
outin it.

«English ivy — This plant
has leathery leaves that re-
semble stars and is used as a
ground cover or to decorate
unsightly commercial build-
ings. It climbs easily but once

established it is almost impos-
sible to remove from porous
surfaces or brickwork. To re-
move from trees, you must
sever the vine stalk and the
leaves will eventually die and
fall off. Removing the roots
may require special tools but
it is the only way to prevent it
from sending out more shoots.

oYellow flag iris — This
aquatic flower was intro-
duced from Asia as an orna-
mental pond plant and is easy
to identify as it is the only iris
with entirely yellow flow-
ers. It has found its way into
local waterways, especially
here in NOTL. It spreads by
seeds and by underground
rhizomes, which develop into
thick mats that can block wa-
ter flow and dry out wetlands,
reducing habitat for wildlife,
fish and nesting birds.

oLily of the valley — A
popular groundcover with
white bell-shaped flowers
and a perfumy fragrance.

This poisonous plant spreads
easily through rhizomes and
berries and has escaped into
parks, ravines and wood-
lands, creating large patches
that destroy native plants.

Niagaras mild climate,
fertile soil, humidity and am-
ple waterways provide the
perfect environment for these
plants to grow out of control.
Provincial, regional and lo-
cal governments spend large
amounts of taxpayer dollars
dealing with this problem.
You can assist by eliminating
these plants on your proper-
ty. It takes a unified force to
tackle this massive problem
so your individual effort will
make a difference.

Tip of the week: Form
work parties to eliminate
these invaders from your
neighbourhoods.

For a list of invasive spe-
cies and ‘grow me instead
replacement plants visit on-
tarioinvasiveplants.ca.
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Actual Kid-Friendly News
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February 2023

Local News

A note from the Niagara Pumphouse : On top of the monthly online art project,
families can also create this project in the studio during drop-in days on Feb. 18 &
19, Sat & Sun (Family Day Weekend). All supplies are ready for them to use and
there is no charge to participate.

Volume 3 ° Issue 2

o 1 "A Hair-raising Experience”
Ari I Si S CO rn e r By : Hannah Allison, Hannah Gossen

and Christian Dodd

WORD SEARCH: ANIMALS

HIPPOPOTAMUS
MONKEY
HORSE
GIRAFFE
TIGER
BEAR
GORILLA
ZEBRA
LAMB
LION
DOG
CAT

Family-Friendly monthly project courtesy of The Niagara Pumphouse
Use your cellphone camera to scan the code to get started!

SUBMISSION INFO

The hope for this page is to get kids involved and interacting with the community in a
positive way. We welcome submissions for all categories from kids of any age. Please
keep the reviews positive and all submitted content appropriate for kids of all ages.
Please send all submissions to joyousnotlkids@gmail.com and in the subject line
please put the category for which you are submitting. Thank you.

What does a
cloud wear under
its raincoat?

~
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FIND THE SMILEY FACE HIDDEN ON THIS PAGE!

Interview with Hannah Allison

0. What do you like about

your “Hair-
raising Experience”
artwork?

. Ilike all of the crazy lines

in it and the detail on the
shirt.

. What would be

your perfect day in
Niagara-on-the-Lake?

. I think I would wake up

and go to Sunset Grill
I would get chocolate
chip pancakes. Then, Id
play with my dog for a
bit. Then, Id play on my
iPad. Id get Wendy’s for
lunch and have a play-
date with a friend. Then,
Id play on my iPad a bit
more. Maybe Id go to
Silks for dinner? I includ-
ed “waking up” in my an-
swer because otherwise
this wouldn't work. Lol.

. What do you want to be

when you grow up?

. I think I would like to be

a zoologist or an interior
decorator. I love animals
and I love designing

things. Personally, I think
I have great taste in style.

. What is your favourite
food?

. Panookies. Basically, it’s
a big cookie cooked in a
pan with ice cream and
toppings. I had it at Bos-
ton Pizza.

. What is your favourite
restaurant in Niagara-
on-the-Lake?

. Wendy’s by the highway.
I just love Wendy's!

. What is a big problem
in the world that youd
like to change?

. Probably war because so
many innocent people
die or get hurt. We have
someone in my class that
had to leave everything
behind because of war.
It's very sad.

. What are 3 awesome
things about yourself?

. My creativity, my imag-
ination, and I think I
have pretty good read-

ing abilities.

. What can we add to

Niagara-on-the-Lake to
make it better for kids?

An indoor pool thats
close to Virgil would be
amazing! It would be
good if it was close and
open all year long.

. What is a unique talent

you have?

I'm pretty good with
animals. I know how to
train dogs on how to give
a paw.

. What do you like about

Grade 4?

It's not too hard and it’s
not too easy. Also, I like
that I get to be upstairs

now and learn French
and stuff.

. How do you feel about

having another Hannah
in your class?

I find it fun because if
someone says “Hannah’,
I can always say “yeah’..

even if it’s not for me!

Hannah Allison interviewed by Hannah Gossen

What do you call two

birds in love?

sjeayjoam]
amsuy

We are looking for charities in which kids can participate.
your organization to be highlighted here,
joyousnotlkids@gmail.com.
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What did one volcano

say to the other?

‘noA eaej |
:omsuy

If you would like

please send vyour information to
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Women score with access to outdoor hockey rink

Sharon Burns
Special to The Local

One good thing to come out
of COVID for a group of Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake friends has
been the formation of a weekly
outdoor women's hockey game.

Several women now play-
ing in this regular Wednes-
day night game, including
rink-owner Erin Rowaan, had
played for a co-ed team in the
Virgil arena with the GHL,
a co-ed, non-contact hockey
league for adults with little or
no hockey experience.

But in December of 2020,
hockey, due to the pandemic,
was cancelled.

“We always had a little
rink on our front lawn,” said
Rowaan. “Then we decided to
put the boards up and it was
amazing timing because we
had to renovate the barn and
decided to put the refrigeration
in? The rink, complete with
lights, viewing platform with
a fireplace, scoreboard and of
course, Zamboni, “is an amaz-
ing outdoor space to play hock-
ey on,” she said.

“It’s nice that anyone from a

beginner to someone with expe-
rience can play, said Stephanie
Willms, who may be the most
experienced player on the ice.
“I grew up playing hockey since
hockey school, and I was playing
in a womenss league in St. Catha-
rines. After COVID I decided to
try this and I enjoy it more”

Karen Wiens said she had
never played hockey as a kid,
and two years ago joined the
GHL to give it a try, “then
COVID happened”

Audrey Epp Neuhof is also
new to the game. “Last year I
was at my son's hockey school
and another mom friend asked
if I wanted to join an outdoor
ladies’ hockey league. It seemed
like a lot of fun. Baseball season
was over. And if they can toler-
ate someone with no skills who
doesn’t know how to play, then
I was down.”

The Rowaan family —
mom and dad Erin and Brian,
and sons Hayden, 12, Charlie,
10, and Wesley, seven — have
all been enjoying this front
lawn rink since 2020. “All three
boys are involved in hockey,
and Brian has a weekly hockey
night with his friends”

Erin always wanted to play
hockey growing up, “but there
wasn't a lot of opportunity like
there is now for girls to play. I
grew up learning how to skate
on our ponds,” she said. Like
many of her friends, the year
she signed up for organized
hockey, the season was cut
short and she thought, “you
know what? We have a rink.
All my kids get to play, so why
shouldnt I play too?” The
Honey Fields Ladies Outdoor
Rink Hockey was formed,
named for the family business
of bee-keeping and pollination
across Niagara and Ontario.

Other players include
Wendy Eitzen, who, with Erin,
played hockey for Eden High
School. Laura Dick started
playing as an adult. “This is
a relatively new sport for me
and I love it,” said Dick. “It’s an
authentic hockey experience.
This is what we do in Cana-
da. It's unique. We have a long
enough winter to get a long
enough season to play”

However, Wiens noted, “it's
totally unmotivating when it’s
dark and cold. But you know
youTre going to love it once

Skating
news includes
bake sale,
gold medal
winner

Three NOTL Skating
Club members com-
peted at the recent
Hamilton Winter Chill
competition. Darah Ad-
eyiwola placed 6th in
her STAR 4 U13 event;
Jamie Doucet placed
4th in her STAR 4
013 event; and Hailey
Mitchell won the gold
medal in her STAR 4
U10 event.

The NOTL Skating Club held a very successful bake sale fundraiser at the Meridian
Credit Union Arena Saturday, organized by club volunteer Lolita Hale. More than 30
families donated baked goods and the table was overflowing with a great variety of
tasty goods that drew a lineup an hour before the scheduled start. Proceeds of the
sale are going directly toward keeping the cost of skating programs down, says Dar-
lene Dortono, who thanks all the volunteers who assisted with the sale. Behind the
table are Yvonne Haines (club co-chair), Maria Orsini, Katharine VanderKaay, Ophelia
Xie, Ashleen Hale and Lolita Hale.

you're out there, and itss a break
from home life and kids, and
you can put all your stress away.’

For Epp Neuhof, the teans
music playlist curator, the out-
door rink “is the only reason
I come out — I wouldn't play
inside an arena. The lights, the
stars, the music, are the best of
winter”

Willms admits it is fairly rare
to find outdoor women's hock-

ey and this is “more of a social
night out” Epp Neuhof appre-
ciates that “everyone is so sup-
portive. I just started last year
and people are cheering me on.
Everyone is so pumped up?
One day Erin may expand
the friends-only pick up league
into something more, but for
now, the ice is getting plenty of
use. Before the Honey Fields
took to the ice on Wednesday,

dad Brian was spending some
one-on-one time with Wesley,
developing his hockey skills.
Wesley implies that he plays a
lot of hockey here, “not every
day, but ..” His favourite part of
outdoor hockey is that he “can
just walk out the front door
and I'm on my rink” He also
enjoys the time on the ice with
his dad, and now, his hockey
mom Erin.

Playing outdoor women'’s hockey are (back left) Chelsea Muste, Karen Wiens, Stephanie Willms,
Erin Rowaan, Sharon Burns, Deanna Hiebert; (bottom left) Audrey Epp Neuhof, Jen Lagerwerf,
Laura Dick, Alison Waller and Wendy Eitzen. (Photos supplied)

Playing outdoors is a bonus for a group of women who love to play hockey together.

Tennis for kids

Karen Wright has moved her tennis lessons for kids from the community centre to St.
Davids, and has expanded the Thursday lessons to Sunday as well. This Sunday,
with the help of Shirley Madsen, she invited some of the children who are recent ar-
rivals from Ukraine to a class, at no charge, providing them with tennis racquets and
balls. The kids all had a great time, Wright says. Her mission in life is to give back to
others through tennis, and this helps her fulfill her goal. (Shirley Madsen)




notllocal.com

YoealsPorTs

THENOTLO poal

B February 15,2023 17

Predators finally beat Roadrunners

Mike Balsom
The Local

The Niagara Predators
finally got their top-three-
teams monkey off their
backs Monday when they
defeated the third place
Durham Roadrunners 4-3
at the Delpark Homes
Centre in Oshawa.

Goaltender Zane Clau-
sen did everything other
than stand on his head,
stopping 40 shots to lead
Niagara to its first victory
this season over a top-three
team in the Greater Metro
Junior A Hockey League’s
South Division.

Prior to Monday the
Preds were a combined
0-10 against Durham, the
Bradford Bulls and the
North York Renegades.
Head coach Kevin Taylor
was elated with the victory.

“It is so nice,” he told
The Local. “The boys
played well. It was a really
good game. We had Rob
(Turnbull, team president)
on the bench with us,
which was nice. It was an
all-around great game.”

Durham was first on the
scoreboard at 14 minutes
into the game, when Jaden
Smith scored on a power
play. Just 40 seconds later,
Niagara had a power play
opportunity of their own.
Defenceman Ethan Boyd
fed a perfect pass to for-
ward Cameron Savoie, who
tied the game with a blis-
tering shot that Durham
goalie Hunter Hutchinson
couldn’t handle.

Jaroslav Dohnal put the
Predators in the lead just
over two minutes into the
second period, with assists
by Boyd and Nolan Wyers.
A minute later, with Ni-
agara on another power
play, defenceman Guy
Manco grabbed the puck
during a scrum in front of
the Roadrunners’ net and
somehow tucked it in be-
hind Hutchinson for the
Preds’ third goal.

Later in the period,
Durhams Kyle Smith
closed the gap with a
shorthanded goal on Clau-
sen. But the Preds regained
the two-goal lead when
their top scorer, Anthony
Tropea, was able to knock
his own rebound into the
Durham net.

The Roadrunners had
another power play with
about five minutes re-
maining in the period,
and Clausen came up with
some big saves to preserve
the lead.

The third period start-
ed with players from both
teams in the penalty box,
following some pushing,
shoving and fighting to
end the second. But the

Predators played probably
their best defensive period
of the season Monday, in-
tercepting Durham’s passes
and shutting down their
offensive attack.

Kyle Smith notched his
second goal of the game
with 36 seconds remaining
and Hutchinson sitting on
the bench, but they ran out
of time to force an extra
five minute period.

The big win Monday
followed a disappointing
Sunday night game, in
which the Preds dropped
a 4-2 decision at home to
the eighth place Streetsville
Flyers. In that game they
gave up a 2-1 lead to the
Flyers in the second period
and relinquished two more
goals in the third for their
second loss in two days to
Streetsville.

It was penalty trouble in
the second and third peri-
ods that did in the Preda-
tors Sunday.

“Bad penalties at the
wrong time,” Taylor said
after that game. “Reese
(Bisci) got that five minute
boarding call. It was a bad
call. You don't call that on
that play. But overall we
took penalties when we
shouldn’t have taken them.

Niagara outshot Streets-
ville 51-30 Sunday, but
three of the four Streets-
ville goals were on power
plays, leaving Clausen al-
most unprotected on some
of the Flyers’ attempts.

The Predators dominat-
ed in the first period Sun-
day, but seemed to tire out
as the game progressed.
Perhaps it was the fact that
they were in the middle of
their busiest seven game
stretch of the season, with
five games on their sched-
ule, including four in a row
from Friday to Monday,
and practices last Wednes-
day and Thursday.

“It’s a lot of hockey;” said
a frustrated Taylor, “We're on
the ice 12 times in 12 days”

In Friday’s loss to the
same Streetsville team,
the Preds blew leads three
times and allowed the Fly-
ers to tie the game with
15 seconds remaining. As
well, they had a man ad-
vantage for two minutes
of the overtime period but
failed to capitalize on the
opportunity.

“We got outworked,
said head coach Kevin Tay-
lor after the game Friday.
“Guys who were supposed
to step up their game to-
night didn’t step up. They
weren't playing like they
wanted it

The Preds were with-
out key scoring threats
Cameron Savoie and Ty-
ler Gearing for that game,
both serving suspensions

Preds’ Anthony Tropea takes a shot in Sunday’s game against Streetsville. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Nolan Wyers on left, Cole Ellis on right attacking the Streetsville net Sunday.

Screenshot of Monday’s win for the Preds.

resulting from incidents in
Tuesday’s game against St.
George.

Perhaps it was the frus-
tration and anger that the
team felt after Sunday’s loss
that turned things around
when they faced a much

tougher Roadrunners
team in their road game
Monday.

Over the five games last
week, the Preds came away
with five of a possible 10
points. They also lost to the
rival St. George Ravens 2-1
Tuesday but picked up a

win on the road in Totten-
ham Saturday night, where
Timur Mirziaints had a hat
trick, Anthony Tropea and
Wyers had two goals, and
Cameron Savoie, Bisci and
Cole Ellis had singles in a
10-1 victory.

Taylor says the win over
Durham “makes a wasteful
weekend not so wasteful.
We pulled something out
of our hats. It sucks that
we only got five points, but
this is something to build
off of, to look forward to, to
put together a bit of a run”

The Predators are still
holding onto fourth place
in the division, two points
in the standings up on Nor-
thumberland, who have
won their last three games.
The Stars will play host to
the Predators Saturday, but
first Niagara has to take on
Streetsville one more time
at home this Friday night.

“Thats a must-win
game for us,” Taylor says of
Friday’s contest.

Goaltender Ryan San-
tini, who has been out for
three weeks with a shoul-

der injury, is slated to start
Friday against the Flyers.

All the Predators have
to do is win one of their
remaining games to lock
up fourth place and home
ice advantage for the first
round of the league’s Rus-
sell Cup playofts. After
two losses to the Flyers last
weekend, It would certain-
ly be gratifying for that win
to come at home against
Streetsville Friday night.

Game time is 7:30 p.m.
at Virgil's Meridian Credit
Union Arena.
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NOTL wrestlers bring home provincial hardware

Mike Balsom
The Local

Niagara-on-the-Lake
teens Charlotte Bowslaugh,
Ezekiel Ivri, and Jorja Lepp all
came home from the Ontar-
io Winter Games last week-
end with provincial medals
around their necks.

Bowslaugh, a Grade 10
student at Eden High School,
won gold in the girls 69 kg
division, while her classmate
and best friend Lepp took
home bronze in the same
category. Ivri, in Grade 10 at
AN. Myer Secondary School,
also captured bronze in the
boys 51 kg category.

Larry Grieve, one of their
coaches with the Brock Junior
Wrestling Club, wasnt sur-
prised to see Bowslaugh come
out on top at Pembroke’s Fel-
lowes High School.

“She’s sostrong;” Grieve told
The Local at the clubs Mon-
day night workout at Thorold
Secondary School, “one of the
strongest kids here physically.
She’s new to the sport, but she’s
done jiu jitsu and kickboxing
before. And she comes from a
wrestling background. Her fa-
ther wrestled, and her aunt was
a wrestler and national judo
champion”

“Pembroke was so much
fun)” Bowslaugh said. “Tt was
a great experience. We got to
experience the team duals, and
the individual matches. I wres-
tled five times during the week-
end. I really wanted to win. I
felt more confident in this tour-
nament than I ever have”

On her way to her gold
medal, Bowslaugh was unde-
feated in both the team and
individual matches on the
weekend. She usually wres-

9YoeainPPENINGS
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taxes included

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 124 | 410 King St.,
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CASH ONLY
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PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics optional.

Prices starting at $25. Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.
Call Julia 905:934-1040 or email: julia@notllocal.com

tles at 65 kg, so she was one
of the lighter competitors at
the Winter Games. She is also
quite tall, which is often a hin-
drance rather than an advan-
tage on the mat.

“My stance is usually a lot
higher than other people, so I
have to really work on getting
lower;” agreed Bowslaugh. “I
usually end up standing a lot
because I'm uncomfortable
down low. My height is good
for lifting shorter people oft
the ground, though, because I
can lift them a lot higher”

Though the best friends
and next door neighbours in
rural NOTL competed in the
same weight class last week,
thankfully they didn't have to
wrestle each other.

It was Bowslaugh who
convinced Lepp to try out for
the wrestling team at Eden
this year, and the pair stuck
with it. Grieve’s daughter also
wrestles at Eden, and that
connection led to the pair
practising with the Junior
Badgers club program.

“We've been best friends for
six or seven years, explained
Lepp, a former dancer and
gymnast. “Her dad really want-
ed us to wrestle, and he pushed
us at first to go to practices.
This isn't something I would
normally do, it takes me out of
my comfort zone, but its fun”

Lepp says the two will of-
ten get together to work out in
the Bowslaugh family home
gym, and often those sessions
will include some grappling.

In practice, Bowslaugh and
Lepp often work with more
experienced wrestlers, and
those are sometimes boys.

“T lose a lot in practice;
Bowslaugh laughed. “But
that's okay, because it’s all for
the experience. The guys are
a lot more muscular, a lot
stronger. It helps me a lot to
wrestle bigger opponents be-
cause when I get into matches
the girls feel a lot smaller”

All three NOTL wres-
tlers went undefeated in their
team dual match competition
on the first day. Lepp and Ivri
both lost one match on their
way to earning their bronze
individual medals.

St. Davids resident Ivri took
up wrestling at five years old,
when his jiu jitsu studio closed.

“He took right to it ex-
plained Rochelle Ivri, his
mother. “He likes the ability
to remain focused, the mental
aspect to it as well as the phys-
ical. He sets goals and works
hard toward achieving them.
And heloves that it keeps him
in shape for soccer (he plays
for the Oakville Rush elite
soccer program).’

“It was a tough tourna-
ment;” Ezekiel said of the past
weekend. “T was dominating
my first (individual) match.
I was up 6-2. But I was going
for a pin, and my arm slipped
out near the end of the match,
and I got re-rolled near the
end and it cost me the match”

He made up for that mis-
take in his bronze medal
match later that day.

“I wanted to finish it
quickly;” explained Ivri. “T got
a quick takedown and I fin-
ished the match with a pin in
the first round”

Like Bowslaugh and Lepp,
this is Ivris first year compet-
ing on the mat for his high
school. In his school season so
far, he has won his weight class
in all but one of the five tour-
naments hes participated in.

“We really encourage kids
to do both,” Grieve explained.
“The kids who are wrestling
only in high school are at one
level, and the kids who wres-
tle at club are at another level.
They get to see a good range
of opponents. The better the
opponent, the better you
wrestle, eventually”

The teens, from various
schools around Niagara, were
all working together on the mats
Monday, helping each other
with moves and strategies, even
though they may become ad-
versaries as early as next week.

Grieve and other coaches
were working the three NOTL
wrestlers, as well as some
of the other 30 high-school
aged Junior Badgers, through
preparations to compete at the
Southern Ontario Secondary
Schools Association (SOSSA)
championships taking place
Thursday, Feb. 23 at Grimsby’s
Blessed Trinity Catholic Sec-
ondary School. The Ontario
Federation of School Athletic
Associations (OFSAA) follows
that two weeks later.

‘I'm training hard for

YWoeaANORSHIP

Sunday, February 19th
9:45a.m.

Kids Ministry Sign In
(Nursery - Grade 8)
10:00 a.m.
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person

Message:

Kevin Bayne
The Blessed Life, Part 2
(Matthew 5:1-12)

To advertise your
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in this section, please contact:

julia@notllocal.com

that) Ivri says about next
Thursday. “Tm going to re-
member the mistakes I made
at the Winter Games, and try
to learn from them and not
repeat them at SOSSA. T also
have a winning mindset com-
ing into the matches”

Grieve says Ivris 10 years
of experience are an asset for
a wrestler of his age, especial-
ly when he comes up against
less seasoned competitors.

“Hé's very quick, very flex-
ible} Grieve said Monday.
“Most kids in his age group
don’t have as much experi-

ence. He’s very coachable, he’s
like a sponge”

Following March Break,
Ivri will be flying out to Brit-
ish Columbia with seven oth-
er Junior Badgers to compete
at the Canadian Nationals.

And, on a smaller set of
mats, by the way, another
set of Brock coaches were
working some of the six- to
12-year olds through some
exercises as well. One of them
was Zachariah, Ezekiel’s nine-
year-old brother, surely on his
way toward following in his
older brother’s footsteps.

Jorja Lepp (left) wrestles an opponent at her Monday practice.

(Photos by Mike Balsom)

Ezekiel Ivri (right) at his practice at Thorold Secondary School.

Charlotte Bowslaugh wrestles her friend Jorja Lepp.

Friends Jorja Lepp, Charlotte Bowslaugh and Ezekiel Ivri all
brought home medals from a recent provincial competition.
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OBITUARY

HOPPER, SHIRLEY MARGARET—Passed away on Saturday, February 4, 2023,
at Heritage Place, Niagara-on-the-Lake, in her 88th year. Beloved wife of Fred for
57 years. Loving mother of Douglas Deline, Debbie Hansen, Wendy McKay, Robert
Deline and Timothy Hopper. Grandmother of many grandchildren. Predeceased by
her sister Thelma and brothers John and Robert.

Shirley was a dedicated member of Royal Canadian Legion Branch 124 where she
spent many hours volunteering specifically baking, with the Ladies’ Auxiliary.

Cremation has taken place, interment at a future date at Butler FuneralHome
Pleasantview Memorial Gardens. wgg’?&fﬁgﬁpe'

PETER JANZEN
1954-2023

Surrounded by the love of his family, Peter passed away
on February 10, 2023 at NHS Niagara Falls, in his 69th
year. He will be deeply missed by his loving wife, Wendy
(nee Wiens), beloved daughter Jennifer (Rainer) Jabs,
and cherished granddaughter Ainsley.

He will be sadly missed by his sister Anna (Rick Andres)
and their children; brothers and sisters-in-law Eleanor
(Rick) Block, Albert (Sigrid) Wiens, Helmut (Heidi) Wiens,
Henry (Shirley) Wiens and many nieces and nephews. Also mourning his passing
is his half-sister Senda (Willi) Kuskova and their family in Germany. Predeceased
by his parents, Dietrich and Katharina (Paetkau) Janzen. Half-sister Siena, in-laws
Jake and Katie Wiens, and dearest friend John Goertz.

Visitation will be held at Niagara United Mennonite Church on Thursday,
February 16th, from 2:00-4:00pm and 6:00-8:00pm. Funeral service will be held
at Niagara United Mennonite Church on Friday, February 17th, at 10:30am, with
reception to follow.

Tallman Funeral Homes has been entrusted with the arrangements.

Memorial donations may be made to the Mennonite Central Committee.

Online condolences at tallmanfuneralnomes.ca

NOTICES

=, . To place an Obituary or ,
'-~" In Memoriam in our Classifieds, “°
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