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Words of diversity, inclusivity, equality pack powerful message

Historic Steward 
House has the  
perfect tenant

Message of love and awareness
A display of red dresses outside the NOTL campus of Niagara College is dedicated to opening hearts to lives lost 
and impacted by violence. For story please see page 2. (Photo supplied)

Jamie Knight, co-chair 
of the town’s diversity, eq-
uity, and inclusion com-
mittee, and with support 
of the committee mem-
bers, spoke to councillors 
about the remaining and 
importance of a rainbow 
crosswalk, and the coun-
cil’s support to date.

Making his presen-
tation Monday night, he  
said he spoke of “rain-

bows, Black history, and 
valentines.”

He had “written some 
words” that so impressed 
and deeply touched Lord 
Mayor Betty Disero. She 
spoke of some of what is 
going on “in our com-
munity and country” that 
make his words especially 
appropriate on Valentine’s 
Day, including the celebra-
tion of non-profits in On-
tario, and the annual Feb. 
14 march to raise aware-
ness of missing and mur-

dered Indigenous women 
and children in Ontario. 
“We’ve had a lot of discus-
sion recently about diver-
sity, inclusion and equi-
ty,” she said, and thought 
Knight’s words “are so ap-
propriate and so impactful 
that I wanted them to be 
read that she asked him 
to read.” She asked him to 
read what he had written 
for the benefit of council-
lors and the community.

 The diversity commit-
tee, he said, has recom-

mended that a few spots 
around town be painted 
the colours of the rainbow, 
with five benches and a 
crosswalk, and also appre-
ciates recent town motions 
to support public consulta-
tion regarding the location 
for the rainbows, benches 
and crosswalk and encour-
aging private funds to help 
offset the cost.

The modern rainbow 
flag has six colours, he 
said: red for life, orange 
for healing, yellow for sun-

light – also meant to stim-
ulate new ideas, green for 
nature, indigo for serenity 
and violet for spirit.

In recent years, the de-
sign of the flag has been 
enhanced by the BIPOC, 
and Trans triangle. Pink 
and blue are traditional 
colours for boys and girls, 
he said, “and in my inter-
pretation, white can rep-
resent two concepts: inter-
sex, trans, or those outside 
the gender binary, and also 
people who are not of co-

lour, but are allied to the 
DEI (diversity, equity and 
inclusion) concepts.”

Brown and black, he 
said, is added to represent 
the BIPOC community, 
Black, Indigenous and 
people of colour.

This is very much 
a pride flag, but is also 
a progress flag and, in  
my view, at the end of the 
day, it is essentially a hu-
man flag.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Continued on page 4

The moment she visited the 
tiny house at 507 Butler Street, 
Elizabeth Pilzecker knew she 
wanted to live there. 

“I couldn’t believe I actually 
had the chance to live in histo-
ry,” she says of the William and 
Susannah Steward (also known 
as Stewart) House. “History 
was my major at the Universi-
ty of Waterloo. And I actually 
focused a lot on the civil rights 
movement of the 20th centu-
ry. When I learned about the 
house’s history, I signed the 
lease within a week.”

The heritage house is part 
of the Voice of Freedom Black 
History walking tour of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake. It’s one of 13 
stops on the tour that includes 
Fort Mississauga and Queen’s 
Royal Park. 

William Steward was an 
African American teamster 
and carpenter. He and his wife  
Susannah bought the lot on the 

corner of John and Butler Streets 
in 1834. By the middle of that 
decade, Niagara’s Black com-
munity was about 400 strong, 
and they owned about 10 per 
cent of the lots in the town.

The Steward home was 
part of what became known 
as Niagara’s “coloured village,” 
a community of former Ca-
nadian slaves, Black Loyalists 
and African American refu-
gees. The majority of the Black 
families lived south of William 
Street between Regent and 
Simcoe Streets. 

The couple cleared the land, 
planted crops and built a small 
house. A barn was also con-
structed on the site, and most 
likely housed a cow that the 
Stewards kept, though there is 
some speculation that the barn 
may have already existed on the 
property when they acquired it. 

Being a history major, Pil-
zecker threw herself into re-
searching more of the history 

Continued on page 3
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NC Indigenous student Emily Schutt says students are proud 
to partner with Brock University with its display of the red 
dresses. (Photos supplied)

A red dress hanging outside the Niagara College campus in NOTL displays information of 
the REDress project.
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REDress Project honours 
victims and survivors  
of colonial violence

On Monday, a day ded-
icated to celebrating love, 
and continuing through 
the week, a meaningful ini-
tiative at Niagara College 
is dedicated to opening 
hearts to lives lost and im-
pacted by violence.

Both campuses of Ni-
agara College have joined 
Brock University in host-
ing the REDress Project, 
beginning Valentine’s 
Day, to raise awareness of 
Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and 
Girls (MMIWG) and Two 
Spirit, Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual, Transgender, Queer, 
Questioning, Intersex and 
Asexual (2SLGBTQQIA+) 
people.

The REDress Project 
pays tribute to individuals 
lost to violence, as well as 
those who survived, and 
acknowledges the impacts 
that violence had on their 
families, friends and com-
munities, says Lianne Gag-
non, Niagara College di-
rector of student services.

“It’s only by shining a 
light and providing infor-
mation that we can take 
the steps to expose the 
truth of the violence. That’s 
why we feel it’s so import-
ant to educate our students 
and staff about the violence 
perpetrated against Indig-
enous women, girls, and 
2SLGBTQQIA+ people, in 
the hope of eliminating it,” 
said Gagnon. “As postsec-
ondary providers in Niag-
ara, we are proud to stand 
with our partners at Brock 
and take a lead role in in-
forming our communities 
to end the violence and 
work towards a more di-
verse and inclusive future 
for all.”

Niagara College is host-
ing a week-long display of 
red dresses in prominent 
outdoor locations at its 
Daniel J. Patterson Campus 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
and its Welland Campus. 

The dress displays are in-
tended to be powerful vi-
sual reminders of the thou-
sands of MMIWG and 
2SLGTBQQIA+ people 
who were victims of colo-
nial violence over the past 
40 years, and to help raise 
awareness of the REDress 
Project throughout the col-
lege community.

“Valentine’s Day is the 
perfect time to host the 
REDress Project because 
the victims and survivors 
that we honour are not just 
statistics; each one of them 
was a person who was 
loved,” said NC Indigenous 
student success leader Em-
ily Schutt. “We are proud 
to join our partners at 
Brock in displaying the red 
dresses on our campuses, 
and hope that the initiative 
encourages everyone to 
take the time to learn more 
about the REDress Project 
and the MMIWG inquiry.”

  The red dress displays, 
for which the REDress Proj-
ect was named, originally 
began as an art installation 
by Métis artist Jamie Black 
in 2011 at the University of 
Winnipeg, and has since 
been replicated in commu-
nities across Canada.

Monday evening, Ni-
agara Falls and Brock Uni-
versity’s Schmon Tower 
were illuminated in red 
in honour of the REDress 
Project.  

A National Inquiry on 
Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and 
Girls was launched in Sep-
tember 2016. Reclaiming 
Power and Place: The Fi-
nal Report of the Nation-
al Inquiry into Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous 
Women and Girls was pub-
lished in June 2019. The 
report contained 231 Calls 
for Justice, which also in-
cluded a public campaign 
to expose what has been 
experienced by Indigenous 
people and a national task 
force to examine the unre-
solved cases. In 2021, the 
Government of Canada 
released its plan to address 
the tragedies experienced 
by MMIWG and 2SLB-
GTQQIA+ by committing 
$2.2 billion dollars to fund 
the goals outlined in the fi-
nal report.

A National Action Plan 
was released in 2021 that 
focuses on ending the vio-
lence against MMIWG and 
2SLGBTQQIA+ people.

This will be the sec-
ond year that the college is 
hosting the REDress proj-
ect and red dress displays 
on its campuses.

Indigenous education at 
Niagara College launched 
a REDress Drive in early 
2022 to collect donations 
of red dresses from the col-
lege community in support 
of the initiative.

Local Staff
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House is on the Black History walking tour

Elizabeth Pilzecker loves history, and has found the perfect place to live, in a house preserved 
by the Niagara Foundation, and that couldn’t be more steeped in history, Not a lot of the original 
remains, but it has been restored in a way that honours its history. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

of the home and its previous 
occupants. 

“I couldn’t just live in the 
house and not know why it’s 
here, and why it was import-
ant,” she says. “I felt it was my 
duty to learn its history.” 

And she’s also picked up a 
lot from tour guides who have 
brought people onto the prop-
erty in the six years that she has 
lived there.

According to Pilzecker’s re-
search, William Steward was 
already a freed man in the U.S. 
because of the fact that he was ed-
ucated and could read and write. 

“He was an affluent person 
of colour,” she says. “And his 
wife, from what I know, did 
some hairdressing on the side 
as well.”

In 1837, Kentucky fugitive 
Solomon Moseby was facing 
extradition back to the U.S. on a 
charge of stealing a horse from 
his former enslaver. The Stew-
ards were among the 17 local 
Blacks who signed a petition 
asking Lieutenant Governor Sir 
Francis Bond Head to refuse 
to extradite Moseby, who was 
subsequently rescued from the 
Niagara jail by more than 200 
African Canadians. The Mose-
by riot left two Black men dead.

The Stewards sold part of 
their lot to Robert Baxter, an-
other local Black resident, and 
eventually in 1847 they moved 
to Galt, which is now part of 
Cambridge. The “coloured vil-
lage” continued to be a strong 
community, but as families 
grew older and children be-
came educated, many of the 
Black families moved to other 
more affluent areas of the town.

The Niagara Foundation, 
whose mandate is to preserve 
and  promote the history, tradi-
tions and culture of the Niaga-
ra area, especially its historical 
buildings, purchased the Stew-
ard House in 1999 from the es-
tate of well-known activist and 
Newark Neighbours founder 
Peggy Anderson, for whom 
Anderson Lane is named. 

Foundation board member 
Richard Merritt says there were 
rumours the property had been 
earmarked by a developer. 

“It was in a very bad state of 
repair,” Merritt says. “There had 
been a couple of additions put 
on, including a porch. When 
the restoration began we found 
that the foundation had to be 
rebuilt. The house was jacked 

up to restore the original foun-
dation, and all the utilities were 
moved into the basement.”

The restoration took sev-
eral years. Some original ar-
chitectural detail remained, 
but vandalism claimed some 
of those, including the original 
front door. 

Once the restoration was 
completed, the question of 
what to do with it remained. 
Options included converting 
it into a small Black history 
museum or turning it into an 
interpretive centre. 

Wilma Morrison, long-
known as the guardian of Niag-
ara’s Black history, was called in 
to provide some insight. For a 
time, bus tours would make the 
Steward House a frequent stop, 
but it became evident that the 
large vehicles were disruptive 
to the neighbourhood. 

As well, there were costs 
involved related to the Niag-
ara Parks Commission that 
prohibited its continuation as 
an interpretive centre. And the 
museum option also turned 
out to be too expensive, as it 
required staffing.

Merritt says at one point 
the Niagara Foundation con-
sidered severing part of the lot 
for sale to make one of those 
options more feasible, but that 
was not permitted. They also 
applied to the Ontario Heritage 
Foundation to inquire if they 
were interested in acquiring the 
property, but they didn’t have 
the funds. 

Reluctantly, it went on the 
market in 2009, and was pur-
chased by current owner Bruce 
Harvey, who at the time was  
involved with the Niagara 
Foundation. 

Harvey and his wife Janis 
had previously renovated three 
other historic homes, either by 
making the interiors more live-
able to today’s standards or con-
structing additions for added 
space. They had worked with re-
nowned heritage architect Peter 
Stokes on one of those projects. 

“There wasn’t a lot left of the 
original interior of the house, 
other than the fireplace,” Harvey 
tells The Local. “There was no 
insulation. The restoration had 
installed new joists, and new 
flooring. The staircase was orig-
inal to the house, but it wasn’t 
safe and had to be replaced.”

Harvey says he had no his-
torical photos or documents 
that would provide them guid-
ance on ensuring the interior 
was more period-accurate. 

Bruce and Janis did a 
great job of creating a liveable 
space that honours the Stew-
ard House’s history. The dark 
hardwood floors look suitably 
rustic, and the kitchen features 
Shaker-style cabinetry, though 
those are framed by a gran-
ite countertop. A beautiful tin 
ceiling caps off that room, and 
Pilzecker also points to the an-
tique lighting fixtures which 
enhance the historic feel of the 
800 square foot residence.  

The new narrow staircase 
leads up to the small loft bed-
room, with a half-bathroom on 
the second floor. And there was 
no attempt to make a new en-
trance into the basement from 
inside the home. That can only 
be accessed by bulkhead doors 
located next to the side entrance. 

Pilzecker, a volunteer with 
NOTL Cat Rescue, currently 
shares the Steward House with a 
bunny named BunBun and three 
cats. The question often comes 
up about the possibility that such 
an important, historic home 
might be haunted, she says.

“I ended up working for a 
week in Oakville, and my mom 
stayed here to look after my cats,” 
says Pilzecker. “A couple of weeks 
later, I told her that when I was 
in my house, it felt like someone 
was trying to talk to me. She said 
‘your house is so haunted, and 
they’re having a party.’”

Subsequently, she connect-
ed with an Indigenous woman 
who offered to assess the house 
for spirits.

“She came in and smudged 
the house,” Pilzecker recalls. 
“She said I had about 13 ghosts 
upstairs, and that they told her 
they help me clean. She said 
they were buried out the back, 
and they were Christian. And 
she added that in the basement 
you can hear them singing 
freedom songs.”

Pilzecker speculates that the 
Stewards may have harboured 
freedom seekers, though there 
is no documentation that she 
can find to support that spec-
ulation. Despite the possible 
presence of ghosts, Pilzecker 
says the house actually gives off 
a warm, loving feeling. 

Besides the spirits there are 
other challenges to renting the 
Steward House, especially with 
its historic plaque out front ex-
plaining its significance. 

Though the bus tours long 
ago stopped parking on the 
street (confirmed, by the way, 
by Rochelle Bush, who runs 
Tubman Tours Canada out of 

St. Catharines, who would love 
to take her bus tours to the site), 
Pilzecker often finds her soli-
tude interrupted by tourists and 
curious newcomers to town. 

“I was told right away to put 
up a ‘Private Residence’ sign be-
cause people do try to enter the 
front door,” Pilzecker laughs. 
“Once, a person who didn’t 
speak English walked right into 
the house. He kept saying ‘Mein 
Haus’ and pointing to a bro-
chure, and then to me. When  
he realized what he had done, 
he ran out embarrassed.”

She also installed privacy 
curtains early on. 

“Within the first week of 
moving in,” she adds, “I was 
sitting on the couch one Satur-
day and I saw a couple outside. 
I heard one of them say ‘the 
blinds are open’. They walked 
right up and started peeking 
into the windows. I just waved 
at them as they pressed their 
noses against the glass.”

She says there is a tour guide 
named Kevin from Buffalo’s 
Motherland Connextions who 
brings visitors as part of his Un-
derground Railroad tour.

“I haven’t seen him since 
COVID, but I would always let 
them in the house,” Pilzecker 
says. “He always talked about 
everything, and I always waved 
to him. And one day my house 
had just been cleaned, so I in-
vited them in. He tells the sto-
ry of the Moseby affair, and he 
seems to be so knowledgeable.”

Merritt, who has not visited 
the property in some time, is 
pleased to hear that someone 
like Pilzecker, who appreciates 
the property’s significance, 
is the current steward of the 
Steward House. 

“I was going over the min-
utes of our meetings from that 
time, and we really agonized 
over the decision to sell it,” 
Merritt says. “But it was the 
right thing at the time. With 

the Voices of Freedom Park 
now, and the fact that there’s 
become much more interest in 
Niagara’s Black history, maybe 
it will survive as a historic land-
mark for generations to come.”

Continued from page 1
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We can strive for unconditional love for others, regardless of such characteristics as race, place of origin, age, gender, gender choice, sexual orientation, religious belief or non-be-
lief, or disability – and more.  (Stock photo)

Diversity co-chair talks of unconditional love
  February is Black His-

tory month, Knight re-
minded councillors.   “We 
have a vibrant Black history 
in Canada.   Indeed, Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake has had 
Black residents since the 
1780s.  In 1793, the first an-
ti-slavery legislation in the 
British Empire was intro-
duced here, although it did 
not immediately end slavery.”

Until the early 1800s,  
he said, “there were both 
slaves and free Blacks.   
NOTL was a key destina-
tion for freedom-seekers 
from the south. The jour-
ney from enslavement to 
freedom and equality is 
still continuing. Today, 

NOTL honours our Black 
history and also going for-
ward, through the Voices 
of Freedom Park.”

 Going further afield, he 
continued, “I want to re-
flect on some lesser known 
words from the “I Have a 
Dream” speech delivered 
by Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. on Aug. 28, 1963:

He said, “We must for-
ever conduct our struggle 
on the high plane of dig-
nity and discipline. We 
must not allow our cre-
ative protest to degener-
ate into physical violence. 
Again and again, we must 
rise to the majestic heights 
of meeting physical force 
with soul force. The mar-
vellous new militancy 
which has engulfed the 

Negro community must 
not lead us to a distrust of 
all white people, for many 
of our white brothers and 
sisters, as evidenced by 
their presence here today, 
who have come to realize 
that their destiny is tied 
up with our destiny. And  
they have come to realize 
that their freedom is in-
extricably bound to our 
freedom. We cannot walk 
alone. And as we walk, 
we must make the pledge 
that we shall always march 
ahead. We cannot turn 
back.”

While Dr. King’s words 
focused on racial issues in 
the U.S., Knight said, “the 
same noble call for dignity, 
discipline, allies, and free-
dom applies to inequity 

wherever we face it.”
Acknowledging the 

passing of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu on Dec. 26, 
2021, Knight quoted some 
of his sayings, including 
“Do your little bit of good 
where you are; it’s those 
little bits of good put to-
gether that overwhelm the 
world.”

Tutu also said that  the 
“ordinary act of love and 
hope point to the extraor-
dinary promise that every 
human life is of inestima-
ble value,” and that “exclu-
sion is never the way for-
ward on our shared paths 
to freedom and justice.”

Neutrality in the face of 
injustice, Tutu said, “you 
have chosen the side of the 
oppressor.”

And, said Knight, one 
of Tutu’s sayings with re-
ligious overtones, but very 
appropriate: “Isn’t it amaz-
ing that we are all made 
in God’s image, and yet 
there is so much diversity 
amongst his people?”

Finally, since it was Val-
entine’s Day, Knight said, 
he would close on the top-
ic of love. 

“While each of us may 
aspire to – and achieve – 
different types of love at 
different times of our lives, 
I trust we all may embrace 
agape, which is the uncon-
ditional love for others, 
regardless of such charac-
teristics as race, place of 
origin, age, gender, gender 
choice, sexual orientation, 
religious belief or non-be-

lief, or disability – to name 
some of the more prom-
inent differences.   Agape 
lies at the root of the DEI 
committee and I trust it 
will continue to be the 
guiding light for our com-
mittee, whoever may be 
the members.”

To end, he returned to 
words from Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr: “I have decid-
ed to stick to love … hate is 
too great a burden to bear.”

“On behalf of all of us,” 
Coun. Gary Burroughs 
thanked Knight for his 
“excellent presentation,” 
with other councillors 
nodding in appreciation 
and some looking like they 
wanted to clap — Coun. 
John Wiens did applaud 
Knight’s words.

Continued from page 1

At a virtual meeting of NOTL planning committee members, Ross Robinson asked councillors 
to approve the installation of a flag pole and Canadian flag at Queen’s Royal Park. (Screenshot)

Canadian flag in Queen’s Royal Park gets a nod
Chautauqua resident 

Ross Robinson wants the 
“magnificent Canadi-
an Maple Leaf flag” to fly 
proudly in Queen’s Royal 
Park.

The flagpole is paid for, 
he told councillors Mon-
day night, the town just 
needs to okay it.

Tom and Jim Caldwell 
of Caldwell Securities, two 
long-time, active proud 
and patriotic NOTLers,  
have committed to donat-

ing the funds to cover the 
cost of a flagpole — one of 
good quality, councillors 
were assured — with a Ca-
nadian flag and the instal-
lation of it in Queen’s Royal 
Park.

Robinson says he has 
done “much street lev-

el research,” including in 
grocery stores, the Avon-
dales, the Stagecoach and 
local pubs, which indicates  
support for his proposal, 
he said.

The Canadian flag 
“punches well above its 
weight on a global recog-
nition scale,” he said, and is 
simple, elegant and “leaves 
no doubt” about which 
country it represents.

Currently, there is no 
indication from the Niag-
ara River or Lake Ontario 
that this side is Canada, 
he said — the only flag 
seen from the water is the 
Union Jack at Fort George.

Robinson gave a lit-
tle bit of a history lesson 
about the discussions and 
controversy about a new 
flag, that began in 1925, 
but it wasn’t until Feb. 15, 
1965 that Prime Minister 
Lester Pearson dedicated 
the Canadian flag when 
it was raised for the first 

time on Parliament Hill 
during a public ceremony, 
with these words: “May the 
land over which this new 
flag flies remain united in 
freedom and justice…sen-
sitive, tolerant, and com-
passionate towards all.”

The time has come, 
said Robinson, to “raise 
the proud Canadian flag in 
Queen’s Royal Park.”

Then, the tens of thou-
sands of photographs that 
will be taken will include 
the gazebo, the river, across 
the river Fort Niagara,  and 
the Canadian flag as part of 
their pictures, he said, add-
ing, “Why hasn’t it been 
done before?” 

At this difficult time in 
NOTL history, he added, 
“we have a chance to show 
unity, not divisiveness.”

A motion made by 
Wendy Cheropita was 
approved by councillors, 
including that the staff de-
cide on the exact location, 

that there be an agreement 
with the Caldwells that 
will make clear to future 
councils that only the Ca-
nadian flag be flown at that 
location, that it be installed 
before the summer games 
begin in Niagara, and that 
a report come back from 
staff on the subject, includ-
ing the exact location.

Parks and recreation 
director Kevin Turcotte 
provided a reminder to 
councillors that the staff 
perspective is to minimize 
items such as furnishings 
and signs in Queen’s Roy-
al Park, and to maintain 
the park’s natural aspects, 
including the green space 
and historic views.

Coun. Clare Cameron 
suggested that the view 
across the river from the 
park is of great national 
significance, and said she 
would “assume it won’t be 
blocked, ironically,” by a 
Canadian flag.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Time and time again, you are there when the YW and members 
of the Niagara community need your support. When we 
sought your help to make housing accessible through Oakdale 
Commons, your generosity and compassion were unwavering. 
With our deepest gratitude, the team members at the YW 
and the people it serves thank you for taking action in our 
continued battle to end homelessness. 

Because of your support, 15 Home For Good units will provide 
the most vulnerable women in our community with a place to 
call home, 6 Emergency Family Shelter units will put roofs over 
children’s heads, and 3 Transitional Housing units will be home 
to families on their way towards independent housing. 

This year, the YWCA Niagara Region completed a $7.4 million capital 
campaign to build Oakdale Commons, a long-term supportive housing 
building for women experiencing chronic homelessness in Niagara. Thank 
you, Mountainview Building Group, for your generous gift of $120,000, the 
final installment needed to complete our campaign. 

Oakdale Commons is a testament to what Niagara is capable of when our 
community comes together for meaningful change. The difference this 
building has already made in 2021 is a small demonstration of the impact 
we will have on the community for years to come. 

“We are so grateful to Mark Basciano and Mountainview Building Group for 
this wonderful gift. Mark and his team have shown great leadership through 
this gift ensuring that vulnerable women and their families have a safe 
place to heal and move forward with their lives. Our deepest thanks to the 
Mountainview team and our community for making this building a reality.” 

- Elisabeth Zimmermann, Executive Director of the YWCA Niagara Region
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Canadians are better than this - we hope

Some of the Coutts, 
Alberta protesters have 
it right — what for them 
started out as a peaceful 
protest against a vaccina-
tion mandate morphed 
into something they could 
not have imagined. Many 
agreed to leave peacefully, 
after learning their pro-
test had been infiltrated by 
extreme, armed elements 
with far more on their 
mind than a resolution to 

ing on — for many the in-
flatable hot tubs were the 
last straw — the situation is 
getting worse, with no sign 
of a solution, at least not by 
Tuesday. 

Trudeau is finally taking 
responsibility, and the ball 
is in his court, while we can 
only wait to see what he 
will do with the emergen-
cy measures he now has 
at hand. We should hear 
soon, and hopefully what-
ever the plan is, it works, 
and quickly.

Of course, this has be-
come so politicized, it 
seems far more about all 
sides trying to score points, 
while the poor people of 
Ottawa seem to have been 
all but forgotten.

Not only are Ottawa 
Conservatives using every 
opportunity to criticize 
what isn’t happening — al-
though two weeks ago they 
were taking selfies and 
chatting up the protest-
ers — premiers across the 
province are being harsh 
in their displeasure of what 
they see as Trudeau going 
too far. Easy for them — 
they don’t live in Ottawa.

But to Premier Doug 

the vaccine mandate.
At this side of the coun-

try, reopening the border 
took a little more effort. 
Hundreds of police officers 
encircled the small crowd 
of protesters in Windsor 
this weekend. It took the 
police two days, after many 
of the protesters left un-
der their own accord, and 
it was peaceful, although 
arrests were made and 
vehicles seized. By Mon-

Ford, it’s a different ball 
game. His voters are the 
people who are suffering 
from the protest, and are 
also the people who are 
protesting, at least the ones 
who haven’t come up from 
Texas.

Ford is supporting the 
federal decision to invoke 
the emergency act to deal 
with the protest, and to 
provide whatever tools the 
police can use to bring an 
end to it.

Many of us remember 
Pierre Trudeau’s histo-
ry-making moment after 
enacting what was then the 
War Measures Act, during 
the 1970 FLQ crisis — it is 
being much talked-about 
these days. When he was 
asked how far he would 
go in suspending civil lib-
erties to stop the violence 
that was occurring, he re-
plied, “just watch me,” and 
those words have earned a 
place in our history.

These are different 
times, different circum-
stances, and nobody is 
suggesting that level of 
suspending civil liberties 
— well, maybe the resi-
dents of Ottawa are, and 

day, traffic was thankfully 
crossing the Ambassador 
Bridge. 

But Tuesday, there was 
still little movement in 
Ottawa, which is a much 
more complicated situa-
tion.

After two weeks of lis-
tening to demands for 
leadership from Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau to 
rid the streets of the block 
parties that have been go-

the health care workers 
at nearby hospitals — but 
there is no doubt, Justin 
needs to find his moment. 

The people who are 
protesting don’t trust any 
government, but most 
of us put our faith in our 
elected representatives to 
do their job. It’s time for it 
to be done.

The longer this goes on, 
the more it seems to pose a 
risk of ending in violence. 
The emergency act recent-
ly passed has limited scope, 
and must be used cautious-
ly, but hopefully can be ef-
fective in peacefully solv-
ing a problem that so far 
has escaped resolution.

We don’t like what 
we see happening in our 
own country. Dealing 
with a pandemic has been  
difficult for everybody, 
and Canadians have for 
the most part done a he-
roic job of getting together 
and getting through it. We  
don’t want this to be what 
we remember of these 
times, or what we’re re-
membered for. 

Penny Coles
The Local
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Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

I watched Don’t Look Up 
(Netflix 2021), a razor sharp 
satire that unmercifully ex-
amines where we as a society 
are. The film is excellent, but 

beyond depressing. We know 
what the end will be, but when 
it happens we find it impossi-
ble to accept, because fairy 
tales have happy endings. We 
created the problems, but re-
fuse to listen to truth.

Donald Combe is a re-

tired English teacher who 
loves to go to movies. Until 
he resumes going to theatres, 
he has graciously agreed to 
share his opinions, through 
“short and sweet” exclusives, 
of Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch

Tannin  
Driedger-Bradshaw

Special to The Local

LocalVOICES: 
Rangers contributing to 

United Way’s Period Promise

The 1st Niagara-on-the- 
Lake Rangers Guiding Unit is 
a branch of the Girl Guides of 
Canada, with Rangers being 
the final step for youth mem-
bers aged between 15 to 17.

This year our Rangers 
Guiding Unit has decided 
to partake in a service proj-
ect that will be beneficial for 
those in our community. We 
are hoping to earn our Rang-
ers Service Project Award, an 
achievement that is designed 
to help use our skills, creativ-

ity, and feelings to make a 
positive contribution to our 
town. The Service Project 
Award is a requirement to 
earn the Trailblazer Lead-
ership Award, the highest 
award a Ranger can earn. 

A service project is a plan 
that a person or group has 
to better help a community. 
This is what we at the NOTL 
Rangers plan to do. We have 
decided to ask for donations 
of period products to send 
to the United Way’s Period 
Promise organization, which 
is making accessing men-
strual products easier for 
everybody. This campaign 
appealed to our Ranger unit 
because the Period Prom-
ise drive by United Way is 
a great way to help those in 
our community to be able to 
receive menstrual products, 

which are essential for so 
many of our town members. 

The United Way’s Period 
Promise organization is a 
year-round project that has 
given out tampons and pads 
to 12 different community 
organizations around Ontar-
io. Over 300,000 menstrual 
products were distributed, 
and the results made it clear 
that community organiza-
tions are essential to building 
solutions to period poverty 
in our province. 

For anyone interested 
in helping our 1st Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake Ranger 
Guiding Unit service proj-
ect, if you have any new un-
opened sanitary products, 
please drop the items off at 
23 Annmarie Drive in Virgil 
in the collection box, until 
March 4.

Responding to the various 
articles about the Willowbrook 
School’s sale of the old Queen-
ston Laura Secord Elementary 
property, a subject close to my 
heart.

I wanted to express my 
support in having the town 
of NOTL getting involved in 
the future development of 
this property. It has been a 
bright light in dark times for 
me to meet and get to know 
the artists who are currently 
leasing space at the old Laura 
Secord School, Sharon Okun 
and Adam Markovic. They 

are both world-class working 
artists who relocated to NOTL 
during the pandemic, with a 
vision to create a place for the 
arts and build a cultural en-
clave in Queenston where they 
can share their knowledge and 
skills.

I’ve been lucky enough to 
take painting classes with Sha-
ron. I really hope they can stay 
with the property as long as 
possible, and can fulfill their 
vision to create an active artists’ 
community.

The old school building is 
such a sentimental property 

Hopefully artists will be able  
to stay at Laura Secord

and iconic to Queenston land-
scape. I hope the building can 
be revived as a thriving learn-
ing centre and does not get 
parcelled off for other devel-
opments, or worse, torn down. 
I’ve been involved in the arts for 
my entire life, and I’m thrilled 
and privileged to meet artists 
of their talents in my commu-
nity. I want Sharon and Adam 
to stay and I want the property 
to be revitalized and occupied 
and remain part of Queenston. 

Regina Robb
NOTL
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OUTNiagara speaks with 
a very loud and demanding 
voice on this issue (OUTNiag-
ara calls for rainbow crosswalk 
in heritage district, The Local, 
Feb. 9), although it does not 
represent the majority of the 
tax-paying residents of NOTL 
whose opinion is of major im-
portance, but remains unde-
termined.

It speaks of endorsement, 
but only by a select few, and 
conveniently ignores majority 
public opinion when it seeks 
permanent endorsement on 
public property of a minority 
agenda. It speaks further of 
June as being the month de-
voted to the pride agenda (this 

is of course comparable to 
February as being the month 
devoted to Black history), but 
despite the equality of these 
events and the public accep-
tance and recognition that is 
demonstrated, there is still a 
further demand from these 
same representatives of the 
minority group for a highly 
visible, permanent and public 
endorsement.

However, without getting 
into the numerous and inter-
minable arguments that can 
be made on this issue, what is 
important and needs pointing 
out is that not once has pub-
lic input or majority opinion 
been addressed by those in 

Public support is required for 
rainbow crosswalk, reader says

favour of this endorsement, 
except perhaps for the earlier 
commissioning of two sur-
veys, both of which are con-
sidered flawed, inconclusive 
and without credibility by 
most people.

Without a genuine demon-
stration of public support that 
everyone knows is needed, the 
endorsement by a select few 
will amount to nothing more 
than a false statement of pub-
lic opinion, and as such will be 
seen by many as being quite 
meaningless.This is hardly a 
statement of comfort or inclu-
sivity for anybody. 

Derek Collins

LocalLETTERS

The protestors will have 
you believe they are fighting 
for democracy.   They are se-
riously mistaken. Democracy 
is a type of leadership perhaps 
best described by Churchill 
as “the worst form of govern-
ment except all the others.” 
Until we find a better form of 
government, I think most of 
us will happily stick with what 
we have.  With democracies 
majorities determine who gov-
erns. The protestors don’t even 
come close to representing the 
majority of professional driv-
ers, let alone the massive ma-
jority of nearly 31 million fully 
vaccinated Canadians.

I firmly believe all Cana-
dians should have the right 
to protest and be unvaccinat-
ed. I’m sure the majority of us 
don’t want to live in a country 
where we are forced to have an 
injection of any kind. However, 
I do believe in informed con-
sent/refusal, and if you choose 
to be unvaccinated that choice 
comes with consequences. 

That’s exactly what we have 
in Canada – no one is being 
forced to be vaccinated. We 
all have a choice but, like all  
choices in life, there are  
consequences.

Civilization is a force of 
nature far more powerful than 
governments of any kind. It is 
the force that put humans in 
the dominant role on our plan-
et. Civilization means depend-
ing on each other for survival. 
Democracy depends entirely 
on civilization while civiliza-
tion has endured eons of differ-
ent governments.  Civilization 
requires individuals to make 
reasonable sacrifices to con-
tinue to benefit from its fruits, 
such as food, shelter, health-
care, education and protection 
from those who would take 
those benefits from us. A sim-
ple example of a modern “rule” 
of civilized societies that tran-
scends all forms of government 
is a traffic signal. They have 
nothing to do with democracy. 
Most of us don’t enjoy stopping 

Protestors mistake  
democracy for civilization

at red lights, but if we don’t 
stop, sooner or later, at best, we 
would be fined and lose driving 
privileges or, at worst, kill our-
selves, family or others. Those 
are the consequences. That’s 
how civilization works.

Once protestors chose to 
block transportation routes 
that prevent people from earn-
ing a living, sourcing food and 
healthcare and even sleep, they 
left the realm of democracy 
and took on one of the most 
enduring forces in human his-
tory — civilization. Civilization 
is survival.   Democracy won’t 
help protestors fight survival. It 
is not optional. We all know in 
a few weeks time the trucks will 
be gone, the media will move 
on to more important stories, 
and the vast majority of Cana-
dians will have forgotten this 
leaderless, hypocritical, unfo-
cussed protest.   Civilization 
wins again.

Michael Peirce,
NOTL
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I empathize with those 
who are caring for family 
members who tested positive 
for COVID despite being 
vaccinated and boosted. 

My husband and I (both 
in our 70s) also cared for our 
daughter’s three year old, two 
year old and newborn baby 
when she and her husband 
fell ill with the delta variant. 

However, I take exception 
to the broad characterization 
of the unvaccinated as stub-
born, refusing to listen to 
experts and being ignorant 
of facts. Many of the unvac-
cinated I know are well-ed-
ucated professional people 
who refuse to be intimidated 
by the rhetoric of fear mon-
gering by government sub-
sidized TV and newspaper 
outlets.

They, on the contrary, 
have spent hours researching 
and listening to renowned 
virologists, immunologists, 
epidemiologists and cardi-
ologists. They watched as 
scientists had given expert 
testimony before the Unit-
ed States Congress. Some of 
them have concerns about 
blindly following drug com-
panies, who in the past have 
been accused of cherry-pick-
ing the data they presented 
to the CDC and FDA. Some 
have reservations after re-
viewing the CDC’s VAERS 
(vaccine adverse event re-
porting system), and are 
rightly disturbed that drug 
companies have immunity 
from any legal liability. Their 
biggest concern is the vili-
fying and maligning of any 
dissenting narrative to the 
mainstream doctrine of vac-
cine only. 

In reference to the mis-
appropriation of tax dollars 
and misuse of hospital beds, 
I think it is noteworthy that 
many hospitals are indeed 
reporting that the majority 
of virus-related hospital-
izations are in the vaccinat-
ed. In some institutions as 
much as 2:1. I realize that 
the vaccinated population is 
proportionately higher than 
the unvaccinated and so we 
would of course expect them 
to have a higher number of 

hospitalizations. But, the fact 
is that they are still in a bed, 
still using tax dollars and still 
stressing the health care sys-
tem. 

Most experts agree that 
the omicron variant is much 
more contagious than the 
original virus or the delta 
variant, but usually results in 
less severe infection. It is also 
proving to evade even the 
boosted. 

We could go back and 
forth debating which virol-
ogist or epidemiologist is 
to be believed, which peer 
reviewed study published 
by the Lancet is more trust-
worthy, but I believe it would 
be to no avail. 

It is with great sadness 
that I have read many letters 
sent to newspaper editori-
als suggesting the unvac-
cinated be denied medical 
care. Should we refuse care 
to diabetics who refuse to 
modify their eating or exer-
cise habits? Do those with a 
history of smoking deserve 
to be considered for bypass 
surgery? Do we really want 
our sons and daughters who 
are brought to the ER with an 
opioid overdose to be denied 
care because of their poor 
choices? It will be a slippery 
downward slope if we de-
cide to marginalize certain 
groups of people and decide 
who is and who isn’t worthy 
of care. 

I worked as a registered 
nurse in Ontario and Mich-
igan for over 30 years. The 
problem of bed shortages, 
long ER wait times and hall-
way medicine is not a new 
phenomenon. Many influ-
enza seasons saw our hospi-
tal operating at over 100 per 
cent capacity. 

An important indicator 
of a country’s health care 
system is the number of beds 
per capita. Canada has one 
of the lowest rates of acute 
beds in the developed world. 
Ontario has one of the lowest 
government health expendi-
tures in the country. I think 
both Liberal and Conserva-
tive parties must share equal 
blame as beds have been cut 
since I started nursing. 

A look at the other side  
of vaccination issue

I think we as a society 
have engaged in too much 
name-calling, too much de-
rogatory language, insults 
and ostracizing. Even our 
top official, our Prime Min-
ister, has been guilty of such 
behaviour as members of his 
own caucus pointed out ear-
lier this week. We have had 
two very difficult years. Is it 
possible for us to make 2022 
a year of overcoming our dif-
ferences with a hand of gra-
ciousness extended to one 
another? We Canadians are 
known throughout the world 
as a polite and kind people, I 
hope we will endeavour to 
live up to that reputation. 

I recently read that up-
wards of 10,000 healthcare 
workers were fired last year 
in Canada for refusing what 
they believed to be an ex-
perimental vaccine. Several 
of them are my friends and 
coworkers, who selflessly 
worked through the greater 
part of the pandemic. In Jan-
uary of this year the CDC ac-
knowledged that those who 
had recovered from COVID 
have a more robust immuni-
ty than those who are dou-
ble-vaxxed.

It is very possible that 
my friends and others had 
COVID and recovered. We 
also know two years into 
this pandemic that those 
double-vaxxed can still get 
COVID and still spread 
COVID, but have been al-
lowed to keep their jobs. It is 
true that hospitals have had 
to cancel non-emergent sur-
geries, but much of that is re-
lated to staff shortages again 
not a new phenomenon. 
How long will our hospital 
CEOs and MPs ignore this 
research? 

As a way of thanking our 
front-line workers, might 
I suggest picking up our 
phones, calling our MPs and 
demanding that in light of 
these findings, those fired 
hospital workers be reinstat-
ed, so they can get back to 
the job they love — caring 
for people. 

Dianna Verhulst
NOTL
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Students look to nature for playground entertainment

Region, mayors agree to join Coalition of Inclusive Municipalities

 Here’s a wild one for you.

As an outdoor guide for the 

District School Board of Niag-

ara, I was deployed out of the 

woods, and into a Niagara Falls 

elementary school to assist with 

the pandemic reopening. 

I could write scores of arti-

cles about what I did, saw, and 

experienced during these past 

two weeks. I was on the front-

line of the very situation that 

we’ve all been talking and hear-

ing about. I promised myself 

I would be there for the kids 

and teachers in the best capaci-

ty I could, during a transitional 

time.
Although I was no longer 

socializing with oaks and ma-

ples, I felt welcomed and com-

fortable within an instant at this 

school. The staff and students 

made the building feel like 

home, with a seamless transi-

tion. I feel both spiritually and 

professionally fulfilled by these 

two weeks.
It seems my hours logged in 

the woods have stuck to me, and 

the woods follow me from time 

to time. I was curious to see how 

I could make the most of nature 

On Friday, Sept. 18, I was 

honoured to be a speaker at 

the signing ceremony where 

the Region and all 12 munic-

ipalities joined the Canadian 

Coalition of Inclusive Munic-

ipalities.
Dr. Liette Vasseur applaud-

ed the move. “As president of 

the Canadian Commission for 

UNESCO, I am thrilled that 

the Niagara Region has joined 

this network, which includes 

cities, regional governments, 

and smaller communities 

across the country,” said Vas-

seur. “Sadly, racism continues 

to plague communities across 

Canada. By joining our coa-

within an urban schoolyard, 

and hopefully leave a lasting im-

pression on some kids during 

the two weeks I had there.

While I was spray paint-

ing the lines that separate the 

cohorts of students out in the 

soccer field for recess, I noticed 

some divots in the ground. 

Some of the younger kids had 

taken to digging into the grass. 

There are no trees, sports toys, 

or games of tag going on. So, to 

the soil they go.
The little kids call me over 

to the chunk of soil and grass 

they’ve carved up. They pull it 

over. A few worms and a beetle 

larvae (grub) lie exposed on the 

dirt. Their curiosity is ramped 

up for such a simple but creative 

discovery. It made me happy to 

see this moment unfold.

While they gaze upon the 

closed playground and gym just 

yards away from where they 

play, the kids get inventive with 

their environment. It’s probably 

been a long time since kids dug 

up bugs in the soccer field and 

found it fascinating. 

“Mr. B, why does this worm 

have . . . legs?” asks an excited 

student.
“It’s not a worm. It has those 

little legs and mouth parts be-

cause it’s actually a baby beetle, 

basically.”
A couple shrieks, a couple 

oohs and aws, and they learned 

something new.
As I wear a mask and walk 

lition, Niagara Region and its 

communities are committing 

to join others in fighting rac-

ism and discrimination in all 

its forms. Living in Niagara, I 

am looking forward to seeing 

the accomplishments that the 

municipalities can make.”

With this signing, there are 

now 83 municipalities across 

Canada who have joined the 

coalition.  
Jim Bradley, regional chair, 

said, “Those of us who hold 

elected positions must strive 

to hold ourselves to a higher 

standard, not only recognizing 

privilege, but also strengthen-

ing our resolve to learn, listen 

and take action to build an 

inclusive and welcoming Ni-

agara. This declaration is our 

shared commitment to work 

toward policies that eradicate 

racism and discrimination, 

and promote human rights 

and diversity.”
Lord Mayor Betty Disero 

back toward the building for in-

door duties, and I see some kids 

looking at these “super giant 

mosquitoes” on the side of the 

school portables. We’ve all seen 

them without knowing what 

they are. They show up in show-

ers, corners of the barn, and on 

the cottage dock. These are to-

tally harmless crane flies. 

 I tell the kids, “these flies 

aren’t even related to mosqui-

toes. They just look like huge 

mosquitoes, but they’re not, 

and they can’t even hurt peo-

ple. Look at how tall and skinny 

they are, like a crane. Mosqui-

toes can’t even get this big, ever!” 

If you Google crane fly, 

you’ll be surprised how many 

times you’ve seen this harmless 

“super giant mosquito” in your 

own house.
I go outside to my van in the 

parking lot, remove the mask 

and sip some coffee on my 

break. The radio tells me how 

many COVID cases were re-

ported in Ontario today, but my 

heart tells me to focus on what 

matters, the next generation. 

Heading back indoors once 

again, I see a giant praying man-

tis on the wall of the school. It’s 

just out of reach. I could catch it 

and do the ultimate show-and-

tell for these kids. I kind of have 

to.
Imagine me, masked up and 

leaping up and down the wall 

like a cat chasing a fly. Looks 

like Spiderman gone wrong. I 

told The Local that signing the 

declaration is, to her, “signifi-

cant on all levels. It is how we 

all should be living our lives, 

with tolerance, understanding 

and compassion.”

To that end, the municipal-

ity has an inclusivity commit-

tee, with members working 

on a review of town policies. 

When completed, Disero said, 

the committee will be making 

recommendations to town 

council, a positive next step.

Among the other speak-

ers at the regional signing was 

Rashmi Biswas, a member of 

the Gender Equity Task Force 

of Niagara. “We cannot talk 

about inequity without exam-

ining intersectionality. Not all 

women are mothers, married, 

heterosexual, or white,” she 

said. “The pandemic has high-

lighted the social and econom-

ic inequities facing women in 

general, and women of colour 

in particular. Joining the coa-

gently swept the five-inch insect 

off the wall, and from there, the 

praying mantis walked around 

on my hands and coffee cup 

while I showed it to all the kids 

at recess. 
I must have showed 100 

people, the praying mantis 

seemingly understanding its 

universal truth that it can be 

part of an important education-

al moment. 
A few kids hover around 

when I visit their cohort. The 

praying mantis leaps off of my 

hands and then flies. Did you 

know they can fly? It’s rarely wit-

nessed, but they are more than 

capable. 
The visually terrifying crea-

ture then landed on the face of a 

Grade 2 kid. He goes cross-eyed 

and bug-eyed at once — the 

look of surprise and unsureness 

equally as pronounced. Within 

one second, he tried to swipe it 

but chickened out. I reached out 

and grabbed it in an instant. The 

boy then proceeded to run a few 

laps within his area, laughing 

and shrieking about the wild-

ness of that experience.

Phew! He handled it like a 

champion.
I later saw the same kid 

talking to his vice-principal 

about the experience with that 

classic story-telling grin. 

I’ll never forget the visual 

of walking up the invisible hall-

ways in the soccer field. I had 

helped spray paint these fields, 

lition demonstrates that Ni-

agara Region recognizes the 

importance of inclusivity and 

is committed to addressing 

equity for the whole commu-

nity.”
Riley Zimak, director of 

the Fort Erie Native Friend-

ship Centre, also spoke at the 

event. “On behalf of the Fort 

Erie Native Friendship Centre, 

we are very happy to see this 

day occur, where the ancestors 

of those who helped form this 

country, work with this com-

munity and continue to be the 

inclusive community we all 

love,” said Zimak.

Although this is a fantastic 

step forward, and it’s great to 

see every single mayor repre-

sented, I focused my remarks 

more on what we must do next 

than simply signing a piece of 

paper.
This is not just a black/

white issue. It must be seen as 

more than that, as discrimina-

kids on my left and right leaning 

in to see the praying mantis with 

maximum interest, their toes up 

against the white lines. 

As I walk between the rect-

angular cohorts, I notice a pecu-

liar phenomenon. Only two of 

them have access to a tree. 

It was a remarkable obser-

vation to see how much physi-

cal activity and curiosities cen-

tred around the one tree. It’s a 

little tree, too. Kids would meet 

there and chat. They’d hang off 

the one or two little branches, 

fan the leaves, and make leaf or 

grass “hats.” Let’s remember, the 

closed playground and gym are 

tion comes in all shapes, sizes, 

ethnicities, ages, genders and 

sexual orientations.

We often speak about how 

we need to stop discrimination 

of all kinds, but we seem to 

only be pointing to incidents 

between groups. There is also 

discrimination within groups 

that we need to address before 

we can solve this problem.

Ninety-eight per cent of 

all of humanity is made up of 

good, caring individuals who 

simply want to get along as 

they make their way through 

this journey called life. But, 

there is a small minority that 

creates problems for the rest 

of us, yes, the two per cent.  

These individuals are present 

in all groups in our society.

There are LGBTQ people 

who discriminate within our 

community. There are blacks 

who discriminate against 

blacks. There are religions who 

discriminate against other re-

just yards away, out of reach, but 

not really. 
     My takeaway from this 

experience is that kids are truly 

meant to be with nature.

     When they aren’t allowed 

to play tag, they resort to ripping 

up grass and throwing it at their 

friends. I was really impressed 

with the creative approach. 

     The symbology is at the 

fingertips of the youth when 

they rip the grass up from the 

earth. Even when field trips and 

singing and playgrounds are de-

nied, nature is always going to be 

there as an effervescent source, 

even during these strange times.

ligions even within their own 

sect. Discrimination is prev-

alent in every single group, 

something we need to recog-

nize and call out. And it is this 

two per cent that creates most 

of the issues within the groups 

that are the problem.

Remember that Bible 

quote that says we need to take 

the plank out of our eye before 

we try to take the sliver out of 

our neighbour’s eye?

So, my challenge to those 

who are fighting to get a seat 

at the table, please don’t stop 

others from getting their seat 

at the same table. Do some 

self-examination to see if you 

are part of the two per cent, or 

the 98 per cent. 

Ted Mouradian is the pres-

ident of the 2% Factor Inc. and 

creator of the Law of Cooper-

ative Action.  He is an author 

and professional speaker and 

can be reached at ted@the2per-

centfactor.com

As Owen Bjorgan relaxes against a tree near downtown NOTL, he 

thinks about today’s youth learning about nature as school play-

grounds remain off limits to them. (Owen Bjorgan)

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

The opinions expressed in submitted commentary, and letters to the editor, 

are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of The NOTL Local.

Starting October 19, 2020

Changes are coming

to waste collection

Learn more at

niagararegion.ca/waste  

Waste Info-Line 

905-356-4141 | 1-800-594-5542

Ted Mouradian
Special to The Local
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This week I look at the 
third week of November, the 
week of the Sun moving from 
sexy Scorpio into all-knowing 
Sagittarius on Friday, Nov. 22, 
and the New Moon in Sagit-
tarius on Tuesday, Nov. 26. 
And more.

Thursday Nov. 21: On 
this last full day of Scorpio for 
2019 we see the Moon move 
from discriminating Virgo 
into balancing Libra just be-
fore midnight. It’s a day when 
Mars and Chiron make a con-
nection which can bring some 
healing opportunities to those 
in need of physical help. Or 
maybe with help at work. The 
‘sock it to me girl’ from Rowan 
and Martin’s Laugh-In, Goldie 
Hawn, celebrates number 74 
today. Her acting career has 

been enduring and rarely fal-
tering and she likes Canada a 
lot with homes in British Co-
lumbia and Muskoka.

Friday Nov. 22: The Sun 
moves from the sexy constel-
lation Scorpio into all-know-
ing Sagittarius at 9:59 a.m. 
It’s the start of a month of all 
things big, especially ideas 
and deeds. Today, the Moon 
in Libra adds a friendly and 
more laid-back edge to the 
proceedings, but still may 
push for improvements that 
are not easy to accept. The 
Great One, Wayne Gretzky, 
was inducted into the Hock-
ey Hall of Fame on this day in 
1999, his jersey, number 99, 
retired forever by the NHL. 
And it was Friday Nov. 22, 
1963 that John F. Kennedy 
was shot in Dallas, Texas.

Saturday Nov. 23: While 
the Moon continues her tran-

sit though the sign of Libra, 
Mercury and Venus and the 
Sun and Chiron make con-
nections that, while some-
what stressful, if well-handled 
promise improved relation-
ships, more money and heal-
ing of old wounds. This is 
Wayne Gretzky’s week. On 
Nov. 23, 1988, he scored his 
600th goal! And super quar-
terback, Doug Flutie, threw 
his “Hail Flutie” end-to-end 
pass for Boston College on 
this day in 1984.

Sunday Nov. 24: What a 
mixed bag of events we see in 
the sky today. First, the Moon 
moves from laid back Libra 
into intense Scorpio just past 
midnight. Then Venus and 
Jupiter are together in Scorpio 
before sunrise, which brings 
good fortune in relationships 
for all. Just before noon, Mars 
in Scorpio is opposite to Ura-

nus in Taurus bringing sud-
den change which could be 
dangerous either as in an ac-
cident of note – or a warning 
about a health matter. Later in 
the day the Sun in Sagittari-
us makes a tense connection 
with Saturn in Capricorn sug-
gesting it’s time to come clean 
with yourself. And finally the 
Moon and Mercury connect 
at the same place in the sign 
of Scorpio bringing a meet-
ing of heart and mind. On 
Sunday, Nov. 24, 1963, Lee 
Harvey Oswald was shot and 
killed on live TV. 

Monday Nov. 25: The 
changes continue today as 
Venus moves from outgoing 
Sagittarius to commanding 
Capricorn while the Sun in 
Sagittarius makes a stressful 
connection to Uranus in Tau-
rus bringing an opportunity to 
change direction on some long 

term goals. If we are up for the 
challenge of change. Married 
with Children star, Christina 
Applegate turns 48 today.

Tuesday Nov. 26: The 
Moon moves from secretive 
Scorpio into sassy Sagittarius 
today in preparation for the 
New Moon which happens 
at 10:05 this morning. It’s the 
start of a new lunar month, a 
day of new beginnings where 
intuition is strong and confi-
dence is high. Happy birthday 
number 102 to the National 
Hockey League, and It was 
Nov. 26, 1922 that the brilliant 
cartoonist who gave us Pea-
nuts, Charles M. Shulz, was 
born. Also  Nov. 26, 1922, the 
discovery of King Tut’s Tomb 
opened up a new era in fasci-
nation with all things ancient 
Egyptian, an interest that is 
ongoing even up to today.

Wednesday Nov. 27: Back 

on June 21, Neptune, plan-
et of Pisces and ruler of all 
things unconscious, began to 
move in retrograde motion. 
Today Neptune turns direct, 
unleashing positive energy 
and making dreams come 
true. Bill Nye, the science guy, 
turns 64 today.

Next week I look at the 
last week of November, and 
the start of December. Also 
the week of the First Quarter 
Moon in Pisces on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4.

And please visit my website 
www.LookingUpWithBill.com.

It’s all new with a new pod-
cast featuring the connections 
between the planets, the astro-
logical signs and the houses of 
your horoscope. As well as the 
cosmic news for all seven days 
of the week. 

As Joni said: We are stardust. 
We are golden. So shine on!

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology

How one mosquito can change your life

This double feature of un-
nerving stories, I promise, were 
worse for me than for those 
about to read them. My lifestyle 
and career see me outdoors sev-
en days a week, so when I have 
the spare time to enhance the 
adventures, I usually go all in.

The first time I went “all in” 
set the tone for the cold, wet, 
and sometimes painful stories I 
will now tell you about. In hind-
sight, they are all positive stories 
for me now that were created by 
time in nature. They come bud-
ding with valuable lessons, too.

I was nearly 10 years old 
here in NOTL, enjoying the 
newfound liberties of parental 
trust and walkie talkies. Alone, 
as I still like to go sometimes, I 
followed the creek down and off 
the yard, where it crossed un-
der a couple of roads and then 
broadened out into a beautiful 
floodplain. It was March, and 
ice was still sealing the deal in 
our forests. 

When a large tree falls, it 
takes up the roots and earth 

with it, leaving behind a deep 
depression or hole in the 
ground where it once valiantly 
stood. Sometimes, these holes 
inevitably fill up with water. 
They become little ecosystems 
unto themselves, occasionally a 
few feet deep.

I accidentally tread on one 
of these frozen pits and it gave 
way immediately. My snowsuit 
and little body pierced directly 
through the ice. I remember the 
cold water seeping in through 
the wool and cotton and touch-
ing my warm body. Slowly, 
getting heavier, I remember 
the cold soup up to my chest 
and its putrid smell, my elbows 
and head thankfully well above 
the ice. My feet kicked off the 
bottom where worms, rotting 
leaves, and hibernating frogs 
probably rested. I got out pretty 
easily, but pretty damned cold.

Apparently I developed a 
strange affinity for this feeling. I 
learned to gain mastery over mis-
ery in outdoor conditions, because 
misery can beat you up faster than 
the weather itself sometimes. 

I not only found joy, but 
personal growth and stamina 
in my years of winter camping, 
intentionally hiking in storms, 
hence why I also love the annual 
Penguin Dip in NOTL.

Living in Canada, of all 

places, most of us are fortunate 
enough to go our entire lives 
without getting hypothermia.  

Here’s how you can get it: go 
hiking for four days straight in 
early spring when rain is falling 
but snow is still on the ground. 
Sleep alone in the tent, but wake 
up next to the exact same foe ev-
ery morning – this grey, heavy, 
biting presence of wind and rain 
that’s waiting outside again. Get 
directly rained on all day so hard 
that even your sponsored gear 
seems to have given up on the sit-
uation. 

Rinse, dry, repeat – minus 
the drying. 

Wake up, eat some cold 
food, and put on the least wet 
pair of socks and sweater you 
can find. The one thing I ex-
perienced on that Bruce Trail 
expedition in 2014 was that 
neither the weather nor I slept 
much those first few nights, and 
I found myself physically and 
mentally exhausted.

The cold came creeping 
from the inside out. It felt like 
the inside of my bones had 
turned into the same wet clothes 
I was wearing. My muscles felt 
porous to the cold, as the feel-
ing trickled its way through my 
body like a spilt drink, slowly 
running across a table top. This 
was only the beginning.

My emergency contacts 
picked me up from a road to-
ward which I had bushwhacked. 
I thanked them immensely, and 
then I may have drained their 
whole hot water tank in their 
cottage. I didn’t believe standing 
in a hot shower and chattering 
my teeth for hours was possible. 
The core temperature returned 
about a day later, but my body 
was damaged. Let’s say I needed 
to run off of the trail or out of 
my tent almost 15 times a day.  

The elements of nature 

certainly have potential to sur-
round and influence us, and 
that includes the living organ-
isms that come paired with 
these environments. When I’m 
not cold and wet in Canada, I’m 
hot and drenched in the tropics, 
my favourite playground.

After a five-day excursion 
into a tropical section of the An-
des mountains in Ecuador, I came 
back to civilization with more 
than just notes about the weather.

I woke up and thought I was 
nursing a mild hangover, as my 

return to the city the night prior 
was filled with much-appreciat-
ed calories and adult beverages 
(it was an epic hike). But noth-
ing too crazy, so why did I feel 
like death in the morning?

Turns out a mosquito car-
rying the Dengue Fever virus 
sunk its proboscis (that’s the 
needle-like mouth part) into a 
bare patch of my skin at some 
point on that trip. The virus 
which causes the fever began 

This is a massive ceiba tree, says Owen Bjorgan, tucked into the Andean mountains of Ecuador. It might be the largest living thing in the rainforest. In contrast, a mosquito from the same area nearly ruined his trip and changed his life, says Bjorgan. (Owen Bjorgan)

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

Continued on page 8

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact us today. There are just a few dates 

left for this premium position for 2O22! 
NOTL businesses: Call Karen at 

9O5.641.5335 or email karen@notllocal.com
Businesses outside NOTL: Call Julia at 

9O5.934.1O4O or email julia@notllocal.com

Letters! We want letters!
If you have a letter to the editor you’d like to see published, 
please send it to penny@notllocal.com. Please try to keep it 
to about 350 words. Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous 
letters. And please stick to the issue at hand, rather than 
attacking those involved. The deadline is Monday at noon.
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Doug Garrett at the NOTL Golf Course, with his long-time 
golfing partner Paul Dickson. (Photos supplied)

Paul Dickson supplied this photo of Doug Garrett meeting 
some Legion members in Ireland. 
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Doug Garrett will be missed — especially his laugh
Doug Garrett, renowned 

among family and friends for 
his story-telling prowess, has 
died at the age of 94. He leaves 
behind a large number of fam-
ily and friends, who may miss 
him most of all for the twinkle 
in his eye, and his large, infec-
tious laugh, which delighted all 
who knew him.

“His laugh could fill a room 
with so much joy. He had an 
awfully big laugh for just a little 
fellow,” says his daughter Kelly 
Atalick.

Doug died at home last 
Thursday, Feb. 10, with his 
granddaughter Dahli by his 
side. Kelly’s 28-year-old daugh-
ter was close to her papa, and 
was travelling back and forth 
from Toronto to spend time 
with him and help out whenev-
er she could. “It was really hard 
for her, but I think he knew it 
would have been harder for 
me. I wouldn’t have handled it 
as well,” says Kelly.

Doug was born and raised 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, and as 
the fourth generation of a fam-
ily who were United Empire 
Loyalists, he loved the town 
and never wanted to live any-
where else. “He wanted to die 
here, at home, and he did.”

He was being treated for 
pulmonary fibrosis, Kelly ex-
plains, but was doing well, and 
although his family hoped they 

would have more time with 
him, he died suddenly of a 
heart attack. “Ultimately, I un-
derstood this would have been 
a much calmer passing for him. 
I’m sorry he’s gone, of course, 
but feel blessed that he didn’t 
suffer,” and that she believes he 
is with Christine, and “we’ll all 
be together again one day.”

They expected to celebrate 
his 95th birthday on May 20 
with him. Instead, she says, 
they have chosen that day for 
his celebration of life. “We’ll be 
celebrating without him, at the 
golf club. He was a social but-
terfly and loved his friends. He 
was so well-liked,” she says, “I 
don’t know how we’ll be able to 
fit everyone in.”

Doug was also known for 
his love of sports. He played 
hockey in his youth, reaching 
the Senior B level before getting 
hurt and gave it up. 

His real love was golf. He 
was a very talented golfer, and 
as a teen, dreamed of being a 
professional player, Kelly says. 
But his father died when he 
was just 17, and he had to go to 
work to help his mother sup-
port the family. He worked for 
a butcher for a time, delivered 
milk with a horse-drawn wag-
on, and took a few other jobs 
— anything he could find that 
would allow him to help out at 
home. The bulk of his work-
ing life, though, almost three 
decades, was with the LCBO, 
where he retired as a store 

manager in St. Catharines.
He married his first wife, 

Dorothy, as a young man, and 
they had two sons, David and 
Paul. Dorothy died of cancer 
tragically, at the age of 42, and 
Doug was fortunate to later 
find happiness with Christine, 
who he met while working at 
the LCBO. She worked at a cafe 
nearby where he would stop 
in, they became friends, then 
developed a relationship, and 
eventually married, says Kelly.

Doug was still living on 
Shakespeare Drive when 
Christine, suffering from Alz-
heimer’s, was moved into Up-
per Canada Lodge. Going to 
see her was an important part 
of his routine, and that contin-
ued after Kelly and Nick built a 
beautiful, self-contained apart-
ment onto their Queenston 
home for Doug. Christine, now 
in the final stages of Alzhei-
mer’s, didn’t know who Doug 
was or that he was visiting, but 
he would say he knew who she 
was, and wanted to be there 
with her. The visits continued 
until the week he died, Kelly 
says.

“She was the love of his life,” 
she adds, recalling the days her 
mother would get “all dolled 
up” and her parents would go 
out dancing. “They had a lot of 
fun together.”

Doug had recently reached 
the stage where he required 
full-time care, and had a pal-
liative team caring for him, 

with Kelly, Nick and Dahli also 
spending as much time with 
him as they could.

His brain was sharp right 
up to the end, she says — he 
was laughing and joking, and 
enjoying family gatherings 
with his children and grand-
children around him.

When asked what about 
Doug’s achievements and a 
life lived to the fullest made 
him most proud, she says, “his 
family and golfing would be at 
the top of the list. He was really 
proud of his family.” Then she 
laughs, saying golfing might 
have been a tight second, and 
“maybe some days number 
one.” 

One of his greatest honours 
was being inducted in 2019 
into the NOTL Sports Wall of 
Fame, in the Meridian Credit 
Union Arena.

One of his friends and fel-
low golfers, Ward Simpson, 
was the MC of the event, and 
both of them ended up teary-
eyed at the ceremony.

Doug said in his golf career 
he had only one hole-in-one, 
Aug. 8, 1971, on the second 
hole at the NOTL Golf Course. 
“In those days,” he joked, “there 
were a lot of holes-in-one that 
never were, but mine did hap-
pen, because we had a boy on 
the hill witnessing it.”

Other memories Garrett 
shared included caddying for 
35 cents for nine holes, and 75 
cents for 18, and sneaking beer 
in wrapped-up towels to golf-
ers after they finished their fifth 
round. “What I am trying to 
explain is that there is nothing 
new to having a beer cart on 
the golf course.”

Doug said he considered 
himself fortunate to have 
worked alongside George 
Knudson, a Canadian golf-
er with eight PGA wins, who 
taught him the fundamentals, 
rules — and how to control his 
temper. 

“I was golfing with him one 
day and made a terrible shot. I 
was so mad I threw my golf club. 
He made me go get it, looked 
at me and said, ‘you are off the 
course for two weeks.’ Boy, I 
cried. I certainly learned my les-
son, never threw another club.”

His Wall of Fame descrip-
tion says, “A Veteran, Legion-
naire, Mason and even a former 
horse-drawn wagon milkman, 
Doug Garrett still made his 
largest impression on our com-
munity on the golf course. His 
personality, competitiveness 
and athleticism led him to 21 
NOTL Club Championships 
at all levels, plus one Senior 
Champion of Champions for 
the entire Niagara District. His 
indomitable spirit and joyous 
personality, coupled with in-
numerable course records, still 
evoke joy and awe for all those 
who know him.”

NOTL Golf Club operator 
John Wiens has known Doug 
— everyone called him Dou-
gie, Wiens says — for many 
years, and golfed with him 
often. When Doug turned 90, 
he was given a life-time club 
membership.

He golfed through the 
2020 season sometimes sever-
al times a week, as a member 
of different leagues, and last 
year, although he didn’t get out 
on the course, he continued to 
stop by the clubhouse.

He was always well-re-
ceived, and members loved to 
have him sit with him, have a 
beer, and regale them with his 
golf stories.

Wiens recalls the days when 
Doug would travel by ferry 
across the river to Lewiston 
with some of the club members 
for a tournament that involved 
a bit of drinking after the game. 
There were years when they 
missed the ferry home, and 
needed to call someone on this 
side of the river to come and 
get them — those games were 
the source of some of his best 
stories.

Doug, Wiens says, was 
such a good, consistent golfer, 
“he never got into any trouble. 
At least not on the course,” he 
laughed.

“He was great fun, knew 
the etiquette of golf, and how 
to interact with others, always 
with a smile. He was a very spe-
cial man. When he came into 
the club, everyone wanted him 
to sit at their table and tell a sto-
ry. He was the kind of person, 
as soon as you saw him, your 
eyes would light up. People had 
such huge respect for him. It 
was always nice to see him.”

On the golf course, says 
Wiens, Doug, a left-hand-

ed golfer, “had such a sweet 
swing. Nice tempo, nice fol-
low-through, and always hit 
right down the middle. He was a 
very good golfer, that’s for sure.”

And he was always a gentle-
man, kind and patient to those 
who asked advice. He was will-
ing to listen, and willing to help. 
“He was a very gentle man, and 
very much loved everywhere 
he went.”

Paul Dickson, who part-
nered on the golf course with 
Doug for many years, emails 
from Ireland that  “the passing 
of my great friend and golfing 
partner has touched me with 
sadness, and wonderful memo-
ries. When I arrived in Canada 
and Niagara-on-the-Lake back 
in 1987, I was young and keen 
to get into the game of golf. 
What a lucky day it was that I 
met ‘wee Dougie,’ and along 
with fellow Irish friend Brian 
Mckillop, we were welcomed 
with open arms at the club.”

Soon, Dickson continues, 
they began their Sunday morn-
ing games, which went on for 
the next 25 years. “Although 
my game never quite matched 
up to the game that Doug 
played, that was the delight, 
playing with a master of his 
craft. Countless club champi-
onships and club tournaments 
to his name, we soon decided 
that he should be introduced 
to the game in Ireland,” as well 
as Dickson’s and Mckillop’s  

Penny Coles
The Local

Continued on page 9
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Induction into Sports Wall of Fame a highlight
families and friends.

“As a long time Legion 
member, we thought it might 
be a good idea to sample a 
beverage at my local Legion. 
Needless to say once the locals 
heard that Doug was a veteran 
from Canada, there was no way 
we could put our hands in our 
pockets.”

From Ireland, Dickson says, 
“he is being mourned over here 
by all his friends.”

About the golf games Doug 
loved playing, Dickson contin-
ues, “he also enjoyed a flutter 
while doing it. Nothing too 
serious mind you, but as he 
usually collected his winnings 
each week, he always departed 
with a twinkle in his eye and re-
minder ‘to not forget my quar-
ters next week.’ He was also my 
lucky charm. I have three holes 
in one, all played with the ‘wee 
man,’ all in NOTL on #4 hole.”

Doug’s golf game seemed 
to get better with age, Dickson 
says, “and I again was fortunate 
to play with him as he shot 65 
as a senior (still a record). He 
had the best and smoothest 
swing I’ve ever seen, and the 
best putter, well into his 80s. 
But time take its toll on us all, 
so as Doug aged his handicap 
moved up, and while mine 
flatlined we soon realized that 
meant we qualified to play as 
a team for the Goldup Pairs 
in NOTL. Making our way 
through the rounds, we found 
ourselves in the final, and one 

up playing the final hole. Doug 
then confided in me (with a 
tear in his eye) that this was the 
only trophy he had never won. 
No way we would lose. We re-
peated twice more. Doug de-
cided to go out undefeated. He 
was 90! That same year Doug 
was inducted into the sports 
hall of fame in Virgil. A proud 
moment.”

 Doug always had a smile 
and loved a beer at the club or 
at his little spot in Queenston, 
says Dickson. “While always a 
Niagara boy, born in his moth-
er’s kitchen on Simcoe Street in 
1927, he lived a full life that has 
left an indelible mark on our 
club and community. I called 
him whenever possible as his 
health failed, but his spirit nev-
er dulled. I am blessed to have 
called him my friend and golf 
partner. Let’s hope we can all 
celebrate his wonderful life this 
spring on the golf course he 
called home.”

Ricky Watson played with 
Doug when he was young-
er — Watson has been the 
club junior champion several 
times, and worked last season 
as assistant club professional. 
Doug, he says, “was the biggest 
gentleman. I was lucky enough 
to play a bunch with him 
when I was younger, and he 
was always helping out juniors 
around the club (including me) 
with their games, even donat-
ing his old clubs to some of the 
younger left-handed members. 
I will always remember Doug 
for his very distinct laugh. I 
would hear him before seeing 

him most days at the club, and 
he was always a positive and 
happy figure that we will dear-
ly miss around the NOTL Golf 
Club.”

Doug was also involved in 
the community as a volunteer. 
He was a firefighter for two 
decades, and a strong support-
er and canvasser for the Heart 
and Stroke Foundation. He was 
also a member of the Masons, 
and was head mason for a time. 
But perhaps his biggest contri-
bution was as a member of the 
local branch of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion. He played a role in 
the annual Remembrance Day 
as Sergeant-at-Arms for almost 
65 years, but when the year 
came his knees prevented him 
from laying the wreaths during 
the service, he said was hand-
ing that role over with pride.

As Sergeant-at-Arms, his 
duty was to maintain order 
during meetings and be re-
sponsible for the colours and 
flags. Although he was one of 
the oldest active veterans, he 
never saw action — he signed 
up for the 44th Field Artillery 
Regiment in St. Catharines but 
the war ended before he was 
sent overseas. He did however 
serve five years in the reserves.

For decades, he continued 
to distribute poppies in the 
days leading up to Remem-
brance Day, taking up his usual 
spot on Queen Street, no mat-
ter what the weather.

The moment the veteran 
stepped up to the Cenotaph 
with his poppy box, he was 
besieged by people who would 

stuff bills in the box in ex-
change for a poppy, thanking 
him for his service. His age and 
his demeanour — or maybe 
the smile and the twinkle in his 
eye — seemed to draw respect, 
and when talking to The Local, 
he became a little tearful that 
people were so appreciative of 
his efforts.

In his later years as a mem-
ber he was concerned for the 
future of the branch, with the 
difficulty of getting volunteers 
to help out at the events and 
fundraisers — it always seemed 
to be the older members doing 
the work, he said.

“I’m not sure what’s go-
ing to happen when we’re not 
around,” he told The Local the 
last year he was out distributing 
poppies, “and you know that’s 
going to happen.”

Although he couldn’t do his 
usual job of laying wreaths, he 
was at the Cenotaph to raise 
the flag and lower it in 2019, 
the last Queen Street Remem-
brance Day ceremony before 
COVID, and said when he at-
tended the annual services, he 
stood with pride and thought 
not only about those who 
didn’t come home, but about 
those who did, injured, and 
also increasingly about the lo-
cal veterans who had died in 
recent years, and were missed 
— to him and other Legion 
members, he added, every day 
is Remembrance Day.

In NOTL, there will be 
many people who will remem-
ber Doug Garrett, and many 
days when he will be missed.

Continued from page 8

Christopher Bowron*** ............. 905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** ............................... 905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ................. 905-651-2977
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Thomas Elltoft* ......................... 905-380-8012
Jane Elltoft* ............................... 905-988-8776
Cheryl Carmichael* ................... 905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* .......................... 905-685-2458

Christine Bruce* ........................ 905-328-9703
Linda Williams* ......................... 905-401-4240
Caroline Polgrabia* ................... 905-933-4983
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109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

The Highest Total Volume of 
Local Sales for the Past Decade

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

219 BYRON STREET
$1,875,000

MLS 40210112 • Thomas Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft

LOT 2 WILLIAM STREET
$1,295,000

MLS 40209734 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

5 MERITAGE LANE
$1,348,000

MLS 40201743 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

240 NASSAU STREET LOT
$2,395,000

MLS 40206480 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

177 KING STREET
$3,898,000

MLS 40142872 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

94 TANBARK ROAD
$2,399,000

MLS 40197881 • Thomas Elltoft and Jane Elltoft

31 RICARDO STREET LOT 
$1,498,000

MLS 40191827 • Thomas Elltoft and Jane Elltoft

375 MISSISSAUGA STREET
$1,998,000

MLS 402208361 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

SOLD
NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

At 92, Doug Garrett was out on Queen Street distributing 
poppies leading up to Remembrance Day 2019. (File photo)

Doug Garrett, in 2019, recalled his golfing days during the 
Sports Wall of Fame induction ceremony. (File photo)
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In a fall photo, Stephanie Tribe and Shane Sherlock are with Paige, Chloe and Marty. 
(Photo supplied)
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Shane Sherlock considered ‘an institution’ in town
The outpouring of commu-

nity love and support for her 
family in the wake of the sud-
den loss of her husband Shane 
Sherlock has left Stephanie 
Tribe in awe. 

When word got out about 
Shane suffering a fatal heart 
attack Feb. 5 at work that Sat-
urday, local resident Alison 

Waller began a GoFundMe 
campaign with the goal of 
raising $5,000 for Tribe and 
her children Chloe (24), Paige 
(21), Marty (14) and Ty (11). At 
press time, $19,195 had been 
donated by 130 people, almost 
quadrupling the target amount. 

In addition, another local 
resident, Jennifer Buchan-
an-Olsen, initiated a campaign 
to help the family out with 
meal donations on a website 

called Meal Train. Again, the 
response to Buchanan-Olsen’s 
appeal has surpassed any ex-
pectations. 

“It’s insane to me,” mar-
vels Stephanie. “It’s all of these 
moms that we’ve met over the 
years, through hockey, or Niag-
ara Nursery School, and there’s 
a massive list of them. They all 
just got together and did this. 
It’s mind blowing to me. I’m 
shocked and humbled.”

Someone even delivered 
a freezer to the family’s Chau-
tauqua-area home to store the 
excess food being dropped 
off. Stephanie has frequently 
returned home from walking 
their dog Rufus to find bags of 
groceries at her doorstep. 

Donations and phone calls 
of support have been com-
ing in from people the couple 
hadn’t seen or spoken to in 20-
plus years, many of them shar-
ing stories of Shane’s younger, 
more “reckless days,” in her 
words. 

The donations of food have 
been especially helpful through 
the last week and a half, as she 
finds herself exhausted each 
day due to the combination 
of emotions and all the phone 
calls of support that she has 
been receiving. 

The couple were together 
for 26 years. They met when 
Stephanie was 18 years old, at-
tending Niagara District Sec-
ondary School. Though Shane 
was eight years older than her, 
she says she had often run into 
him in various social settings, 
and was drawn in by his charm 
and his cool factor.

“We both went to Parlia-
ment Oak and Niagara Dis-
trict, but not at the same time,” 
she says. “He was living out 
west but came back home for a 
visit when I met him. When he 
went back I was heart-broken, 
but six months later he came 
back to Niagara and we’ve been 
together ever since.”

Within a year Stephanie 
was pregnant with Chloe, and 
the two discussed how they 
wanted to raise her. They were 
committed to being parents 
who always put their kids first, 
providing them with any and 
all opportunities they wanted 
and needed. 

From the earliest days as a 

family unit Shane threw him-
self into his role as a father. 
When Chloe and then Paige 
attended Niagara Nursery 
School in the days when it was 
a cooperative, it was Shane who 
took part in the required pa-
rental duty days, partly due to 
Stephanie’s incredible shyness. 
She has photographs of Shane 
sitting in the mini kitchen there 
working with Chloe and the 
other children to get ‘breakfast’ 
ready. 

And over the last 24 years 
he was never one to sit back 
and just watch the kids play. 
He always wanted to be play-
ing with them, whether it was 
swimming at Ryerson Park, 
skating on the nearby pond or 
playing street hockey.

When other kids came 
by to play or hang out, Shane 
would still play along with the 
group, acting just like one of 
them. Stephanie would often 
hear from her children’s friends 
about how cool a dad Shane 
was.

“Ty has this amazing group 
from his hockey team. They’ve 
been friends since kindergar-
ten,” Stephanie says. “The one 
mom picked up all these kids 
last week. Each kid came in 
with food to give us. They all 
came in crying, and just circled 
Ty with this big hug, saying ‘we 
all loved your dad, he was so 
cool and so fun’.”

As the family grew, the 
Tribe-Sherlocks became unof-
ficial ambassadors of Old Town 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Shane 
would often be seen riding his 
bicycle along with the kids, 
accompanying them to Ball’s 
Beach, Queen’s Royal Park and 
other locations throughout 
town. 

In fact, when this newspa-
per launched in January, 2019, 
its very first edition featured a 

large front-page photo of Sher-
lock walking Rufus in front 
of the gazebo at Queen’s Roy-
al Park, trailed closely by Ty  
and Marty. 

“He loved Niagara,” she 
says. “He was all over the ma-
rina when he was younger, 
and Navy Hall, too. He and his 
friends would float down the 
river and do all kinds of crazy 
things. One guy at the arena re-
members them making a ramp 
at the bottom of King Street. 
They would ride their BMX 
bikes down the hill and ramp 
off into the lake.”

Shane was determined that 
his children would get the most 
out of the town as he did at that 
age. Stephanie says like his fa-
ther, Ty rarely sits in the house, 
preferring instead to get out-
side to burn off his energy. And 
all four children picked up their 
father’s ability and propensity 
to speak to anybody, local or 
tourist. 

As the family of six spent 
so much time together, Steph-
anie often underestimated how 
well-respected and loved her 
husband was. 

“He was incredibly smart, 
and he could talk to anyone, 
from the homeless to million-
aires who lived in town,” she 
says. “But he was very opin-
ionated, and would speak 
his mind, too. Some people 
wouldn’t know how to take 
him. So it’s so amazing to hear 
all the great things people are 
saying about him.”

Waller’s son Nikola is one of 
those kids on Ty’s hockey team. 

“Stephanie said she had told 
her mom that she and Shane 
had no friends,” Waller says. 
“But I think we all get so busy 
that we just don’t realize how 
many people our lives have 
touched. Their family was al-
ways so visible, always together 
doing something fun.”

Waller remembers Shane 
taking the boys fishing and 
accompanying them on bike 
rides. He would even con-
struct unique bicycles for 
them to ride. Last summer, 
when the pair wanted to play 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Payment may be made by mail or by drop off at the Town Municipal Offices at 
1593 Four Mile Creek Road (PO Box 100, Virgil ON L0S 1T0). A 24-hour mail slot 
is located at the front (accessible drop box) and side entrances of the Town office 
for your convenience. Post-dated cheques are accepted. Payment can also be 
made electronically from your bank account using the 19-digit roll number.

If payment is made at a bank or other pay station, your account will be credited 
only after the Town has received settlement from the bank. Please allow ten (10) 
working days for payment processing.

A penalty of 1.25% will be added on the first day of default and on the first day 
of each month thereafter. To avoid penalty and interest charges, payment must  
be received at the Town Municipal Office by the due date. Penalties may not 
be waived.

Failure to receive a bill does not excuse a taxpayer from the responsibility of 
payment of taxes and penalty. If you have not received your tax notice, please 
contact the Finance division at 905-468-3266 to ensure that your correct 
mailing address, including PO Box, is on file.

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED A  
MORE CONVENIENT WAY TO PAY YOUR TAXES?

Save time and potential late fees by paying your taxes through our Pre-Authorized 
Payment (PAP) plan or through online or telephone banking. Property owners 
can also request to receive their property tax bills and notices from the Town by 
e-mail only through a new eSend service.

For information on payment options or to sign up for eSend, visit the Town’s website 
at www.notl.com or contact our Finance division directly at 905-468-3266 ext. 230.

2022 MUNICIPAL TAX REMINDER NOTICE
INTERIM FIRST INSTALLMENT 

DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2022
Tax Rates as per Interim By-Law No. 5374-21

w w w. t h e e y e d o c . c a

358 Mary St., Unit 7, NOTL  |   9 0 5 . 4 6 8 . 8 0 0 2
8 Secord Dr., St. Catharines  |   9 0 5 . 6 8 2 . 9 1 1 9

Another year, another stronger eyeglass prescription 
for your growing child? It doesn’t have to be that 
way! Our myopia control experts can help slow or 
prevent your child’s myopia progression, and keep 
their vision from worsening. For more info, contact 
us today!

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca

Continued on page 11



11notllocal.com THE NOTLLocal                February 16, 2022

Together 26 years, couple ‘rarely spent a day apart’
flag football, Shane stepped 
up to coach, even though he 
knew nothing about the game.  
And at a recent sleepover at 
the Tribe-Sherlock home, he 
helped them pitch a tent on top 
of the trampoline.

Buchanan-Olsen got the 
meal train rolling after talking 
to Joy Janzen, who had be-
gun organizing a spreadsheet 
for those who wanted to help 
the family out. Her son Dean 
played hockey with Ty last year, 
and Buchanan-Olsen coached 
Marty in soccer a couple of 

summers ago.
“Shane and Stephanie 

are an institution in Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake,” Buchan-
an-Olsen tells The Local. “I 
don’t think a season has gone 
by that I haven’t caught up with 
them. I always see them togeth-
er at Simcoe Park, Virgil Sports 
Park, at the arena. And Shane 
has always been the kindest 
person, ready to help anybody.”

She isn’t as surprised about 
the response to the GoFundMe 
or Meal Train campaigns as 
Stephanie is. 

“We all wanted to give 
Stephanie and the kids some 
sort of support,” Buchanan-Ol-

sen says. “That’s what I love 
about Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
that no matter what happens, 
people flock to help out. May-
be we can’t fix it (for the fami-
ly) but at least we can let them 
know we’ve got their back. That 
should be the town’s slogan.”

Though not religious, 
Shane was involved at St. 
Mark’s Church, working with 
his uncle to help maintain the 
lawn and the graveyard. In re-
cent years he had discovered 
more about his family’s heri-
tage in NOTL — the Sherlock 
name goes back over 200 years 
in the town. Stephanie says 
that Shane, in fact, was the sec-

ond-last baby born at the old 
hospital on Queen Street. 

A welder by trade, Shane 
worked hard to provide for his 
kids, taking on every job that 
came his way, and accepting 
overtime opportunities when-
ever they arose. Stephanie  adds 
that no matter how long his 
work day was, he would always 
throw himself into whatever 
family activity was happening 
when he got home. 

Whether it was dance class, 
soccer, swim team or hockey, 
he and Stephanie made sure if 
their kids wanted to be involved 
that they had the chance.

Shane’s health had declined 

the last few years. After putting 
it off for a long stretch, he had 
a hernia operation not long ago 
and was struggling to regain 
his appetite. He had lost a lot of 
weight, but continued to work 
long hours. As well, he had a 
number of bouts with the flu, 
leading to kidney problems. 

“He took incredible care of 
his family, but not such great 
care of himself,” Stephanie says. 

When he didn’t show up for 
a hockey game that Saturday, 
and he wasn’t answering his 
phone, Stephanie reported him 
missing. His employer found 
him hours later. 

Over 26 years, Stephanie 

says the couple rarely spent a 
day apart. And the great major-
ity of those days was spent right 
here in NOTL.

“He was so connected to 
Niagara,” she says of Shane. 
“And he was definitely a fam-
ily guy, he threw himself into 
everything when it came to the 
family.” 

“If he saw this,” Stephanie 
says of the community sup-
port, tears welling up, “he’d say  
‘this is the Niagara I grew up in, 
this is the Niagara that I love’. 
This has really, really opened 
my eyes to exactly what a com-
munity this is. It’s very, very 
comforting.” 

Continued from page 10

Shane Sherlock made sure his kids were active, and out-
doors a lot, including sledding at Fort George with  Marty 
and Ty.

Shane Sherlock worked hard, but family was a priority, 
and he spent as much time with his kids as he could, in-
cluding watching his son Ty play hockey. 

After a day at work, Shane Sherlock would go out for a 
bike ride with his kids, riding around the streets of the Old 
Town. (Photos supplied)

608 SIMCOE STREET, 
UNIT 19, NOTL
$799,000 RECORD PRICE
End unit, Finished 
Basement, 3 bedrooms, 
large deck and single 
garage. SOLD

SOLDSOLDLISTED AND BROUGHT 
THE BUYER

131 JOHN STREET WEST
Niagara-on-the-Lake
$1,189,000
Contemporary Luxury 
Townhome Old Town  
in Niagara-on-the-Lake.  
4 Bedrooms + 3 
Bathrooms. Stunning 
Modern Draperies and 
window coverings. 

42 THOMAS BURNS 
COMMON,  
ST. CATHARINES
ANGELIKA Brought the 
Buyer. 4 BED/4BATH, 
2800 SF Finished Living 
Space. New Stunning 
Construction and 
Features. SOLD FOR 
RECORD PRICE.

6781 RIALL STREET
Niagara Falls
$719,500
4 Bed, 2 Bath, Huge  
pool size private lot

Your local home  
town Realtor with 
over 5000 realty 
partners in the GTA.

SEE what makes us different.  
Arguably the BEST SERVICE you  
will ever receive.  “I Stand By That!” 
and so do ALL our past clients!

1A FLORENCE ST.,  
ST. CATHARINES
Stunning 1 year old 
home. 4 BED/4 Bath.  
FN Basement. SOLD 
200K OVER ASKING
Record price for the 
street. 

SOLD SOLD
370 GATE ST., 
NIAGARA-ON- 
THE-LAKE .  
$2,395,000. 5 BED/ 
3 BATH. Bright, sun 
filled home. Huge Lot 
104x222 Corner of  
Gate & William  
Call 289-214-4394

FOR SALE

YOUR TOP OLD TOWN REALTOR
FREE  HOME EVALUATION

 Call or Text ANGELIKA directly @ 289-214-4394
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Hirji fears reopening
too aggressive, too soon

Town provides update
on provincial restrictions

The lifting of provincial 
restrictions that comes this 
week is premature, and too 
aggressive, says Niagara’s 
acting chief medical officer.

Dr. Mustafa Hirji spoke 
to reporters Monday, af-
ter Premier Doug Ford’s 
announcement of lifting 
of  indoor capacity limits at 
restaurants, gyms and other 
places beginning Thursday, 
a week early. 

Ford is ending the 
COVID-19 vaccine passport 
system beginning March 1. 
However, the mask mandate 
will remain in place.

Further lifting of restric-
tions expected March 14 
will also be fast-tracked to 
take effect March 1.

The positivity rate of in-
fections is decreasing across 
the province, said Hirji, and 
downward trends, such as 
tests to waste water, look 
optimistic, but the reduced 
availability of PCR testing 
makes it difficult to know 

A “cautious and grad-
ual easing of public health 
measures” is starting soon-
er than expected, with the 
next phase of measures be-
ing eased beginning Thurs-
day, Feb. 17, said a town 
news release Monday.

“With positivity rates 
decreasing and new admis-
sions to hospital and ICU 
declining, it is assumed that 
the omicron peak is behind 
us. Therefore, the province 
feels it is safe to move into 
the next phase of its re-
opening plan.”

 “It is reassuring to see 
improvements in key in-
dicators,” said Lord Mayor 
Betty Disero. “Thank you 
to all residents who did and 
continue to do their part in 
minimizing spread. Due to 
these committed efforts by 
all, we are moving to the 
next phase in reopening 
earlier than expected.”

how accurate that informa-
tion is. The number of new 
infections could be close to 
30,000 a day, he suggests.

Although hospital ad-
missions due to COVID are 
declining, they are not going 
down as quickly as he’d like 
to see, and are still higher 
than in the first two waves. 
“Hospitals remain quite 
stretched,” Hirji says. “It’s 
still a relatively precarious 
situation.”

Vaccinations are also 
falling off, and the provincial 
reopening sooner than ex-
pected sends a mixed mes-
sage about the importance 
of vaccinations that could 
put people at greater risk, he 
added.

“On the one hand, the 
province is saying it’s fine 
to go into high-risk settings 
without vaccinations, and 
on the other hand, they’re 
saying everybody needs to 
keep getting vaccinated.”

Hirji suggested that 
while proof of vaccination 
is being eliminated in many 
situations, for those places 

The changes in provin-
cial regulations that begin 
Thursday will include in-
creasing social gathering 
limits to 50 people indoors 
and 100 people outdoors, 
and increasing organized 
public event limits to 50 
people indoors, with no 
limit outdoors.

Gone are capacity limits 
in the some indoor public 
settings where proof of vac-
cination is required, includ-
ing restaurants and bars, 
and non-spectator areas 
of sports and recreational 
fitness facilities, including 
gyms, cinemas and meeting 
and event spaces.

Seating capacity at 
sports arenas, concerts and 
theatres remains at 50 per 
cent.

Capacity limits for in-
door weddings, funerals or 
religious services, rites, or 
ceremonies is restricted to 
the number of people who 
can maintain two metres 
physical distance. Capacity 

of employment where it is 
still necessary, third doses, 
which increase protection 
against infection significant-
ly, should be required.

“If the province is really 
hell-bent on getting rid of 
it, at least let’s incorporate 
booster doses into proof of 
vaccination,” so that three 
doses are necessary to be 
considered fully vaccinated.

Hirji said although he 
could prolong some of the 
measures in the Niagara Re-
gion, he believes it’s up to the 
province to set those broad 
regulations, and without 
adequate testing, there isn’t 
enough reliable data to see 
a pattern that justifies a local 
layer of restrictions.

He was asked pretty 
much the same questions 
and gave similar responses 
when interviewed Tuesday 
on CP24. He also spoke of 
the lifting of requirements 
for PCR testing for travel-
ling, vaccinated Canadians, 
saying rapid tests are a good 
alternative, with a quick 
turn-around time.

limits are removed if the lo-
cation opts in to use proof 
of vaccination or if the ser-
vice, rite, or ceremony oc-
curs outdoors.

Capacity limits in other 
indoor public settings, such 
as grocery stores, pharma-
cies, retail and shopping 
malls, will be maintained at, 
or increased to, the number 
of people who can maintain 
two metres’ physical dis-
tance.

In addition, as of 8 a.m. 
on Friday, Feb. 18, Ontario 
is expanding booster dose 
eligibility to youth aged 12 
to 17. Appointments can be 
booked through the pro-
vincial booking system, as 
well as at select pharmacies 
administering the Pfizer 
vaccine. Appointments will 
be booked for approximate-
ly six months after a second 
dose.

Visit covid-19.ontario.
ca for the most up-to-date 
information from the prov-
ince.

Penny Coles 
The Local

Local Staff

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Dinah McGibbon was able to take a photo of the top of the roof to show the extensive damage 
caused by snow and ice. It needs to be repaired soon, before snow and rain in the coming days  
flood the floor of the barn. (Dinah McGibbon)

Niagara Riding Stables’ Dinah McGibbon with Duncan and 
Cino. (Penny Coles)

Five of seven of the Niagara Riding Stables horses were content outside Sunday, with blan-
kets to keep them warm. (Penny Coles)

Barn roof collapses, help needed to replace it
Dinah McGibbon can’t 

remember a time when she 
didn’t love horses.

Her parents established 
Niagara Riding Stables on 
Warner Road in 1962, and 
growing up, she was always 
surrounded by horses, and 
learned how to ride at an  
early age.

She took over the busi-
ness after her dad’s death, 
and it, and her horses, have 
become her life, and her 
passion.

On the morning of Feb. 
4, she woke up and looked 
out the window at a sight 
she never expected to see 
— after a second unusually 
heavy snowfall and some 
ice that had accumulated 
on the roof of her 100-year-
old barn, a portion of the 
roof had collapsed.

“I’ve never gotten 
dressed so quickly,” she 
says. “I couldn’t believe my 
eyes.”

She rushed to the barn, 
falling in the snow on the 
way. She was feeling dev-
astated about the damage, 
anxious about what she 
might find, and fearful for 
her horses.

Only two were in the 
barn, and thankfully, be-
cause the portion of the 
roof that collapsed was over 
the hay loft, they were fine. 

With her property nes-
tled into the escarpment 
and surrounded by vine-
yards, McGibbon has a 
great location for offering 
trail rides, and from the 
testimonials she receives 
it’s obvious she provides an 
experience that is much ap-
preciated and valued. “I’ve 
heard it called ‘a piece of 
paradise.’”

She has been running 
the business herself, only 
taking as many bookings as 
she can manage, with a lim-
ited amount of help in the 
summer.

“We have a fairly small, 
personalized stable. It may 
not be smart business, but I 
do it for the love of it, and 
for the horses. I spend all 
my money on the horses. 
This (the roof damage) is a 
large expense, totally unex-
pected, and caring for the 
horses is not cheap. I do 
everything I can for them, 
including keeping them 
forever.”

Some stables get rid of 
some of their horses in the 
fall, rather than carrying 
the expense of caring for 
them during the winter, but 
she keeps hers year round, 
she explains. “Summer is 
the busy time, but because 
I love them, I keep them 
through the winter, and I 
just run a small operation. 
I spend all my money on 
horses. The business is not a 
huge money-maker.”

Last fall was not a great 
time for McGibbon, finan-

cially or emotionally. She 
lost two of her nine horses 
in the fall, one nearly 30 
years old, with some health 
issues, whom she laughing-
ly calls “the love of my life. I 
kept him going for as long 
as I could — it was really 
hard saying goodbye.”

A second horse, a mare, 
developed kidney disease, 
went downhill very quickly. 
“It’s been a rough year,” she 
says.

She would like to build 
her stable back up to 10 
horses, but with COVID 
more people are buying 
horses for outdoor activi-
ties, and it’s difficult to find 
the right kind of horse to fit 
in with the business. Those 
who are suitable and for sale 
have become very expen-
sive, she adds, so she may 
have to wait a little longer to 
make those purchases.

McGibbon advertises 
her business for all seasons, 
but the number of book-
ings she takes in the winter 
is very dependent on the 
weather — she won’t take 
the horses out when trails 
are icy, or there is too much 
snow, but there are some 
days when the weather is 
perfect for a trail ride. Last 
Sunday, a beautiful sunny 
day, there was a lot of snow 
with ice below it in spots, 
and she had cancelled 
bookings.

Insurance won’t cover 
the damage caused to the 
roof, and McGibbon is in a 
difficult financial position, 
unable to cover the cost, es-

timated at $40,000.
It’s important to her 

that people understand her 
horses are in no danger. 
Most are outdoors, where 
they love to be, wearing 
blankets against the cold. 
On Sunday, Duncan and 
Cino were just inside the 
doors of the barn, staying 
close to their feeding pails. 
But McGibbon is stressed 
about what she has ahead of 
her. She’s not thrilled about 
going public with her prob-
lem, but can’t begin to cover 
the cost without donations, 
and is appreciative of any 
help she is offered.

She feels an urgent need 
to see the roof fixed, sooner 
rather than later, before more 
snow or rain turns the barn 
floor into a pool of mud.

Soon after hearing of 
the roof collapse, Julie 
Whitehead, McGibbon’s 
long-time friend who has 
been riding at Niagara Rid-
ing Stables for more than  
40 years now, started a  
GoFundMe page to help 
cover the repair cost.

  “I want to help fund-
raise to help repair the barn 
roof so that Dinah can con-
tinue to provide the neces-
sary shelter for her horses,” 
she said on the online fund-
raising page. “I know how 
much the farm means to 
Dinah, and to many others 
who have visited over the 
years. Being able to fix the 
roof and damage done will 
mean the world to Dinah 
and her horses. Please con-
sider donating whatever 

you’re able to. No amount is 
too small.”

A recent post on Face-
book by Pat Darte, who 
understands the complexi-
ties of running a stable and 
caring for horses, was to 
help with donations to the 
GoFundMe page. Instead it 
turned into a long conver-
sation about that donation 
site and issues connected 
to the Ottawa protest. It 
quickly became focused 
on the protest, rather than 
McGibbon’s roof, and hasn’t 

received a lot of attention 
since.

“I guess I’ve been in 
such a little bubble, I had no 
idea what they were talking 
about. Apparently the topic 
of GoFundMe has become 
quite political. Because of 
that there are several op-
tions offered to anyone who 
wants to donate.”

To help, you can make 
a donation in one of four 
ways, says McGibbon.

1. Donate online at 
h t t p s : / / w w w. n i a g a r a 

riding.com by clicking on 
the PLEASE DONATE 
NOW button

2. Send an eTransfer  
from your bank to  
info@niagarariding.com

3. Send a check directly  
to Niagara Riding Stables 
at 471 Warner Road RR4,  
Niagara-on-the-Lake, On-
tario, L0S 1J0

4. Donate at Go-
FundMe at https://www. 
gofundme.com/f/niagara 
- r i d i n g - s t a b l e s - b a r n 
-roof-collapsed

Penny Coles
The Local
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Pumphouse offering online fundraising ‘flash sale’
A Niagara Pumphouse 

“flash sale” will  feature 
recent art donations from 
local, national and interna-
tional artists, and specially 
curated gift baskets fea-
turing locally-sourced and 
specialized donations.

This three-day, online 
sale fundraising Flash Sale, 
Feb. 25 to 27, will also in-
clude unsold works from 
the arts centre’s annual hol-
iday sale.

These “overlooked trea-
sures” are being offered at 
even “more attractive pric-
es” according to the cen-
tre’s marketing coordinator 
Aimee Medina.

“The Fundraising Flash 
Sale features paintings, 

photography, mixed-me-
dia, and sculptures donat-
ed by artists, estates, pa-
trons, and members,” she 
explains. 

“We wouldn’t be able to 
hold this event without the 
generous contribution of 
the community. We truly 
appreciate the incredible 
support of our donors, 
board of directors and vol-
unteers,” says Rima Boles, 
arts centre director. 

In addition to donations 
of works by Victor Klaus 
and Erin Whitten Crys-
dale, the Centre has several 
works by Raymond Martin 
who, according to Medina, 
“was born in Toronto and 
moved to the Niagara Re-
gion in the late 80s. He was 
a popular instructor at the 
Pumphouse.”

The curated gift baskets, 
she adds, “are themed, such 
as Tea-time, Family fun, 
and Picnic, thoughtfully 
put together by the team. 
They all will be meant to be 
enjoyed by the buyer, or as 
gifts for any occasion.”

As a not-for-profit 
community-based orga-
nization, the Pumphouse 
relies on the generosity 
and support of its mem-
bers, the artists and the 
community to fulfill their 
mission “to engage, enrich 
and celebrate our diverse 
and growing population 
through the visual arts.”

“The community is in-
vited to help raise funds for 
programs that connect and 
engage the children and 
youth of our community 
to visual arts. This is a great 

opportunity for individ-
uals to start or build their 
collection or purchase gifts 
while supporting a great 
cause,” says Boles. 

The sale can be pre-
viewed starting Feb 21 at 

the Niagara Pumphouse 
Arts Centre website fund-
raiser page, found at niag-
arapumphouse.ca/events. 
The online sale goes live 
on Feb. 25 at 7 p.m, clos-
ing on Feb. 27 at 7 p.m. 

All items are sold on a 
first-come, first-serve ba-
sis. All proceeds from the 
online shopping event will  
go specifically to support 
children and youth pro-
grams. 

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

Reading Drummer Hoff is included in a 30-minute online 
Friends of Fort George program. (Photo supplied)

Friends of Fort George 
offer kids program

The Friends of Fort 
George will be offering 
an online  children’s pro-
gram beginning Thurs-
day, Feb. 17 at 6:30 p.m.

Executive director 
Amanda Gamble is put-
ting out a call to kids 
to put on their favour-
ite jammies,  grab some 
stuffies, and prepare to 
listen to a special bedtime 
story.

The 30-minute pro-
gram will include a game, 
special activities to do 
at home and reading a  
book called Drummer  
Hoff.

The cost is $10. Tickets 
can be purchased online 
for the event, Thursday, 

Feb 17, 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.:  
h t t p s : / / f r i e n d s o f f o r t 
george.square.site.

Local Staff

REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

Some of the items 
for sale include a  
tea-time gift basket, 
a large print by Vic-
tor Klaus (right), and 
an original painting 
by Raymond Mar-
tin (below). (Photos 
supplied)
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Cynthia Rand was disturbed by what she found in her mailbox last week, and hopes to counteract the misinformation. (Penny Coles)
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Religious tract spreads misinformation about COVID
When Cynthia Rand 

opened her rural mail-
box last week and dis-
covered a religious tract 
that attacks vaccinations, 
and just about everything 
else associated about the 
COVID pandemic, she 
was concerned.

It wasn’t distribut-
ed through Canada Post 
— someone has driven 
the rural roads to deliver 
them by hand.

There were two and a 
half  double-sided pages of 
closely packed, really tiny 
type that made it difficult 
to read, but she took the 
time to read through them.

“There are most cer-
tainly untrue items, and 
inaccuracies,” she says.

She and her husband 
Peter both have a science 
background - Peter is a re-
tired professor of biophys-
ics, and Cynthia’s career 
was as a scientific assistant.

She began by pointing 
out a portion attacking the 
mRNA vaccinations that 
this tract says changes our 
DNA, an argument we’ve 
heard before, but this 
time, it says it’s being done 
“with the goal of making 
us trans-human…”

The mRNA  in vacci-
nations has not affected 
the DNA, she points out— 
many of the experts we 
trust have stressed that. “It 
has acted as an interme-
diary as a defence against 
the virus.”

Another piece of pop-
ular misinformation it 
contains: ”Surely by now 
you can see all 190 nations 
in coordinated lock step 
aggressively taking draco-
nian actions against what 
appears to be no worse 
than the yearly flu.”

“Statistics of deaths, 
hospitalizations, hospital 
procedure  cancellations, 
would negate that last 

part,” Cynthia continues.
“I thought I could 

quote, and refute, other 
parts of this propaganda; 
it is muddled nonsense, 
and I thought it must be 
counteracted,” she says, 
which is why she reached 
out to The Local.

“It is a detailed descrip-
tion of  plans to control 
or eliminate populations. 
Those who would profit 
from results of these plans 
are not specifically named; 
pharmaceutical  investors 
are implied,” she says. “It is 
clever. Well-read, educated 
people, get overwhelmed 
by the density of its accu-

sations. People not used 
to examining information 
flowing at them from all 
the social media, accept 
this noxious flow as facts, 
are angry and feel impo-
tent. Hence a recourse to 
powerful trucks.”

There is more, some of 
it very unsettling, includ-
ing laying out a course 
it compares to the Holo-
caust, with those who sur-
vive being put in COVID 
camps, to be re-educated 
and lose control of their 
property, never to return.

There is far, far more, 
but Cynthia fears repeat-
ing it is akin to spread-

ing misinformation and 
giving it a legitimacy it 
doesn’t deserve. “It should 
be counteracted, but I 
don’t know how to do that 
with publicizing it.”

 Although she admits 
to getting angry at such 
misinformation, and can 
be aggressive in wanting 
to pursue it and do some-
thing about it, Peter, she 
says, is more laid back.

This, however, dis-
turbed him as well. He 
started to read the tract, 
and gave up, tossing it 
aside. “There is no value in 
it, and I think there is dan-
ger in it. You can’t counter 

these arguments even if 
you wanted to. There is a 
gap that can’t be crossed. 
There is no point in dis-
cussion — the differences 
are irreconcilable.”

Social media makes it 
so easy to draw people in, 
and spread misinforma-
tion so quickly, he added, 
“it’s a major problem in 
the world today. The speed 
with which misinforma-
tion can be transmitted 
is pretty unprecedented. 
Any group that has some-
thing they want to prop-
agate any idea, can find 
enough people to support 
it, and to make a lot of 

noise about it, until it be-
comes quite a force.”

Peter says he can’t 
imagine what people 
would be looking for that 
would compel them to 
read the tract. “I’d be sur-
prised if many did read it, 
and if they did, it would be 
interesting to know what 
they took from it, and 
what their interest is.”

The best way of coun-
teracting this propaganda, 
says Cynthia, “is to ask 
people who receive it to 
read it, carefully, like the 
small print of a contract, 
until they can take no 
more, and then burn it.”

Penny Coles
The Local
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Local author writes about importance of monarchy
After a distinguished career 

in academia, and with a list 
of scholarly and authoritative 
tomes on Canadian politics, 
the constitution and federalism 
to his credit, David Smith says 
he might just have written his 
last book.  An imortant one.

His most recent, co-au-
thored with two other experts 
on Canada’s constitution and 
the role of the monarchy, has 
just recently been released, and 
is being positively reviewed. 

Canada’s Deep Crown, 
Smith says, explains how a 
constitutional monarchy func-
tions, and how it has shaped, 
and continues to shape Cana-
da’s system of government.

Its role in our history, and 
in our government today, is not 
something that is widely under-
stood by Canadians, he says.

Despite having worked 
with co-authors Christopher 
McCreery, the private secretary 
to the Lieutenant Governor 
of Nova Scotia, and Jonathan 
Shanks, senior counsel at the 
Privy Council Office Legal Ser-
vices Sector of the Department 
of Justice Canada, Smith says 
he doesn’t know either of them 
well.

He recalls a time about 
three years ago, when they met 
at a reception for Elizabeth 
Dowdeswell, lieutenant gov-

ernor of Ontario, and after the 
event, had some time to talk. 
Their conversation was around 
the need for a book to be writ-
ten about the Crown, “that 
goes beyond the power of the 
crown, and that takes a closer 
look at the effects of the power, 
which is really quite enormous. 
Most Canadians don’t really 
understand the extraordinary 
power of the Crown.”

Now 85, Smith says he can’t 
remember much talk about the 
Crown at all during his school 
days, “except that it did exist, 
and that we were a colony of 
Great Britain. People don’t 
think that way any more.”

He says when we talk about 
the Crown, it is typically about 
the pomp and circumstance — 
but more about the pomp, and 
little about the circumstance, 
yet “it’s remarkable how well 
the system works. Canadians 
need to be more appreciative of 
the success of the constitutional 
system in our country.”

Canada’s Deep Crown, 
Smith says, is important in that 
it will help Canadians have a bet-
ter understanding of the consti-
tutional system and its success.

He and the co-authors 
“thought it would be helpful to  
explain the breadth and depth 
of the powers of the Crown in 
Canada, as a symbol, but one 
that has a lot of influence. The 
tendency is to undervalue that.”

Smith was born in Nova Sco-

tia, of British heritage, and has 
lived in different locations across 
the country, including B.C., Sas-
katchewan, and Ontario.

His wife was a judge in the 
court of appeal in Saskatche-
wan, while he was a professor 
at the university..

He has been called “one of 
the treasures of Canadian polit-
ical science,” and is now a polit-
ical studies professor emeritus 
of the University of Saskatche-
wan, where he taught political 
science from 1964 to 2004, and 
is a previous president of the 
Canadian Political Science As-
sociation. He is also an adjunct 
faculty member in the depart-
ment of politics and public ad-
ministration and a member of 
the Yeates School of Graduate 
Studies at Ryerson University.

He and his wife are enjoy-
ing retirement years in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake, family both close 
by and scattered across Canada.

Their move to NOTL 
came after a visit to friends in 
Queenston. “My wife was quite 
attracted to the area,” he says, 
and about seven years ago, they 
moved to Garrison Village.

Over the course of his ca-
reer, “I’ve pretty much always 
been writing a book, but I may 
have come to the end of that. 
I’m not sure I’m up to writing 
another,” he says, citing health 
issues that sap his energy.

He recently gave up driv-
ing, so the days of travelling to 

Toronto to continue his associ-
ation with Ryerson University 
have decreased. A trip to the 
city, where he has done most of 
his research pre-pandemic, has 
become taxing, taking about 
two hours each way. As much 
as he and his wife love NOTL, 
that was one aspect of moving 
he didn’t consider, he says.

While they both enjoy the 
restaurants, the wineries, and 
the Shaw Festival, “what we 
most love is the countryside 
around Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
It’s very pretty, and very relax-
ing. We love the peaceful ru-
ral areas. I just wish there was 
more convenient public trans-
portation to get to the city.”

Those trips have been put 
on hold during COVID, as have 
most of his activities, including a 
men’s book club.

He finds it frustrating that 
he’s lost contact, temporarily 
at least, with Ryerson, but “not 
nearly as frustrating, I’m sure, 
as it must be for students or 
other younger faculty.”

Canada’s Deep Crown is 
published by University of To-
ronto Press, which says about 
the book, “The Crown in Can-
ada has had a profound influ-
ence in shaping a country and a 
constitution that embraces the 
promotion of political moder-
ation, societal accommodation, 
adaptable constitutional struc-
tures, and pluralistic governing 
practices. While none of these 

features themselves originated 
through legislative or constitu-
tional action, David E. Smith, 
Christopher McCreery, and 
Jonathan Shanks propose that 
all reflect the presence and ac-
tions of the Crown.”

It is available from Am-
azon, at Indigo Books, and 
where academic books are 
sold, says Smith.

Reviews that have been 
published recently call it “an 
excellent book that should 
be read by anyone interested 
in the monarchy in Canada. 
It is the most comprehensive 
and authoritative source avail-
able on the subject, offering 
a wide-ranging and in-depth 
analysis of the crucial role 

played by the Crown in Cana-
da.” (Andrew Heard, Professor 
of Political Science, Simon Fra-
ser University)

Serge Joyal, former mem-
ber of the Senate of Canada, 
says on the eve of the Queen’s 
jubilee, the publication of a 
book by three knowledgeable 
authors underscores the ex-
ceptional character of her long 
reign. In exploring three core 
themes — myth, law, and per-
sonality — the authors explain 
how the Crown retains its en-
during importance in our con-
stitutional order. Readers will 
learn the ways by which the 
Crown continues to serve and 
remains relevant in contempo-
rary Canada.”    

Penny Coles
The Local
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Drone Gord Tessier and an assistant fly one drone, while the 
other is at base for a battery change. Meanwhile crew members 
watch a video monitor of what the drone sees — a pilot who 
crashed, waiting to be rescued. (Alex Cuberovic) 

Canadian Forces Major Claude Courcelles provided a morning briefing to Search And Rescue 
volunteers of CASARA Niagara and London at Niagara District Airport. (Randy Klaassen) 
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Search and rescue teams practise drone operations
The local air search and 

rescue team has accomplished 
another first in their 45-year 
history as part of the national 
organization, training in the 
use of drones.

In 1982, members of 
CASARA Niagara (Civil Air 
Search and Rescue Associa-
tion) were involved with Cana-
dian Forces conducting tests of 
the satellite program for search 
and rescue operations used 
world-wide.

The Niagara organization 
was recently again at the fore-

front of search and rescue his-
tory by conducting exercises 
for Canadian Forces observers 
in the use of drones as a search 
vehicle in cold weather. 

Major Claude Courcelles, 
the Canadian Forces national 
CASARA liaison officer, gave 
the morning briefing to com-
bined air and ground crew of 
search and rescue members 
from Niagara and London. 
“You are making history to-
day, by attempting to prove 
the capabilities of your skills 
with the added assistance of re-
motely piloted aircraft systems 
(drones) in order to locate a 
person in dense forest.” 

Niagara member Gord Tes-
sier has been at the forefront of 
drone use for search and res-
cue operations in Canada, as a 
drone pilot and instructor. In 
the past year he has been trav-
eling across Ontario and Que-
bec instructing new search and 
rescue drone pilots.

“The skills are varied, in that 
not only do pilots fly, they also 
follow complex search patterns, 
all the while searching video 
monitors for the person or ob-
ject they are searching for. While 
the pilot flies the drone, it’s real-
ly a team effort,” says Tessier. 
“The assignment comes from 
Canadian Forces Joint Rescue 
Coordination Centre, who relay 
information to a search coor-
dinator, who guides a crew of 
three to five others who support 
the pilot. It’s all about teamwork, 
in order to successfully find a 
person in distress.” 

Courcelles expressed ap-
preciation to the local team 
for the advancement of drone 
technology being added to 
the capabilities of Canadian 
search and rescue operations. 
“It’s always about researching 
different technology that will 
best fit the demands of SAR, 
and the Canadian environ-
ment, which presents a wide 
variety of unique demands on 
equipment. What CASARA 
and the Canadian Forces have 
accomplished in the past year 

is develop standards to incor-
porate the use of drones in the 
National SAR system.”

The local team of volun-
teers is the first organization 
that includes the use of drones, 
says Courcelles.

In the past year Tessier has 
been called to fly his drone four 
times, searching for people 
missing in the waters of Lake 
Ontario and Lake Erie. 

The recent exercise was 
originally planned to involve 
aircraft and ground crews from 
both Niagara and London 
organizations. Yet one of the 
most important skills for SAR 
is adaptability to changing sit-
uations. A morning snowfall in 
London prevented their aircraft 
from taking off. Meanwhile, the 
Niagara crew was ready to take 
off, when a sudden snow squall 

kept them on the ground. With-
out the aircraft to search for a 
simulated ultra-light pilot who 
had crashed, ground crews had 
to rely upon their own skills to 
do the searching. With tem-
peratures in the minus 10 range, 
time was of the essence to find 
the cold, and likely, injured pilot. 

Using electronic homing 
receivers, two separate ground 
crews worked together to 
narrow down the area of the 
search, whereupon two drone 
pilots launched their vehicles to 
search a wooded area. Tessier 
was joined by recently certified 
advanced drone pilot, coordi-
nating their search areas while 
other crew members divided 
their responsibilities, providing 
visual support of the drone, and 
observation of video monitors 
of the drone’s cameras. Shortly 

after launching, the stranded 
pilot was located, and a ground 
team was able to quickly pro-
vide aid. 

Courcelles said the next 
stage for testing drone opera-
tions will be conducted in the 
mountains of British Columbia, 
with anticipation of the tech-
nology being operational across 
Canada by May of this year. “It’s 
the latest technology being used 
to filter the data produced by 
drones to detect persons in dis-
tress faster,” he added.

As a non-profit registered 
charity, CASARA volunteer 
teams in London and Niag-
ara depend on donations for 
equipment and operations. 
For more information, see the 
website for Niagara at www.
caresniagara.ca, or for London 
at https://casaralondon.ca. 

Randy Klaassen
Special to The Local
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Council agrees on solution to 15-year-old problem

Alternative school closed by court decision

A problem of more than 
15 years has finally been re-
solved.

NOTL town councillors 
have finally settled on the 
town’s responsibility to-
ward residents with grind-
er pumps, and have agreed 
to a set of recommenda-
tions that include a limited 
amount of financial aid, in 
the form of an insurance 
rebate, to those who require 
the pumps as part of their 
sanitary sewers.

It was 2004 when St. Da-
vids residents had grinder 
pumps dropped off in their 
driveways as part of the 
new low-pressure sanitary 
sewer installation in the vil-
lage, and were left with the 
responsibility for installing 
and maintaining them.

There are now about  
180 homes in the village  
requiring grinder pumps  
as part of the town’s sewer 
system, 90 that were con-
nected as part of the instal-

Monday morning, the 
classrooms that have been 
filled with children attend-
ing an alternative school in 
the former Virgil building 
were empty.

Lloyd Redekop, own-
er of the Four Mile Creek 
Road building and landlord 
to the school, said he vis-
ited the property Monday 
morning and found no-one 
there. 

The Niagara Alternative 
Learning Alliance, which 
was renting space from Re-
dekop, was shut down by an 
injunction order against the 
school, based on provin-
cial legislation that allows a 
school or child care centre 
to be closed if it is “an im-
minent threat to the health, 
safety or welfare of any chil-
dren.”

The Ministry of Edu-
cation had launched the 
complaint and sought an 
injunction after an inves-
tigation into the program 
that was being run by Mon-
ica McCourt and Lori Da-
vidson, along with parent 
volunteers, with up to 40 
students aged four to 13, 
from 25 families.

The women running 
the program described it 
as a learning pod provid-
ing home schooling, but 
Justice Meredith Donohue, 
hearing the case, disagreed, 
although she noted that the 
women were “sincere and 
well-meaning in their per-
sonal desire to foster the 
health and well-being of 
their children.”

lation of the system, and 
the others in newer subdi-
visions built since then.

Through each election 
since then, and with each 
new council, St. Davids res-
idents with grinder pumps 
have asked for assistance 
with what has become a cost-
ly burden to some, through 
no fault of their own.

Grinder pumps reduce 
solid matter in a large tank 
in basements before pump-
ing it uphill to the sewer 
system, where it then trav-
els to a substation, and on 
to the regional wastewater 
treatment plant in Niaga-
ra Falls. They are required 
in homes that have sewage 
that needs to be pumped 
up to the level of the sewer 
system.

A committee was 
formed by the current 
council in December 2018, 
in response to serious is-
sues being encountered by 
current residential owners 
of grinder pumps in NOTL 
— and those issues “con-
tinue to be encountered,” 

On Wednesday, Jan. 26, 
Donohue said that when an 
investigator from the prov-
ince went to the school, 
there were 11 children in 
one classroom, and 18 in 
another.

The program being of-
fered is not a private school 
under the education act, or 
a licensed day care centre 
under the child care and 
early years act, she said. 

The next day, the school 
operators were told they 
must reduce the number 
of children in their care to 
no more than five, which 
would allow it to operate 
as an unlicensed day care. 
The operators, the justice 
noted, objected to the order 
because they said “no inves-
tigation took place.”

When the women didn’t 
comply, the ministry filed 
the application for an in-
junction, resulting in Fri-
day’s hearing.

In describing her analy-
sis of the situation and her 
decision, Donohue refer-
enced the number of mea-
sures taken by the prov-
ince since the beginning of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
“sought for public safety 
and to maintain the ability 
of our public health system 
to deal with the increased 
demand on their resources. 
We have seen the govern-
ment respond to lighten 
or tighten the measures in 
consultation with public 
health as the pandemic has 
waxed and waned in the 
last two years.”

The measures are in 
place to protect vulnerable 
people, including children, 

committee member An-
gelo Miniaci told council-
lors Monday. They include 
pumps not working prop-
erly and needing to be re-
placed, sometimes several 
times, often because they 
were not installed properly.

An amendment to the 
staff report requested by 
the committee called for a 
$75 annual insurance rebate 
program, established for the 
original owners with grind-
er pumps in Bevan Heights 
with a budget of $7,000, to 
be extended for a three-year 
period and then be reviewed 
at that time, with some con-
ditions attached.

“The recommendation 
provides what is really a 
small, but hard, tangible 
form of assistance which 
takes into consideration 
current economic condi-
tions,” said Miniaci. “It is a 
reasonable and affordable 
option offering assistance 
to current residential own-
ers of grinder pumps in 
NOTL.” 

He told councillors 

she said.
The issue of the school 

operators not following 
those restrictions came to 
light when they freely ad-
mitted, on social media and 
to the media, that neither 
the children nor the adults 
were wearing masks, and 
that some of the children, 
when attending public 
school, had been segregat-
ed, discriminated against, 
and were suffering from 
mental health issues. Da-
vidson also posted photos 
showing school activities 
indoors, without any masks 
or physically distancing.

During the hearing, the 
women said the children 
and educators that were 
unmasked all have “mask 
exemptions.”

McCourt told The Lo-
cal in an email Monday 
that Davidson no longer 
represents the school or its 
community, although she 
was posting on Facebook 
as one of the operators up 
until Feb. 10, and the court 
document referred to Mc-
Court and Davidson as “the 
two respondents” who have 
spearheaded the program 
as a collective with other 
parents.

McCourt said anything 
Davidson says are her own 
opinions and separate from 
the school.

There are exemptions 
to legislation that could 
have allowed the school to 
continue, Donohue said, 
such as if it was operating 
outside of regular school 
hours, if it is licensed as a 
private school, or if it is a 
day care for no more than 

grinder pumps are “tightly 
integrated with the munic-
ipal sewer mains, and pro-
vide the energy required 
to make the system work. 
There is a reason that low 
pressure systems are called 
systems. Without the 
pumps, sewage would sim-
ply not move.” 

Committee member 
Dave Snelgrove also spoke 
to councillors, about their 
goal to offer assistance to 
residents who own grinder 
pumps, and have to pay the 
same sewage rates, for elec-
tricity to run the pumps, 
and for repairs, replace-
ments and insurance. “Not 
only are they burdened 
with a system that they 
must power, monitor and 
maintain, but when their 
pump breaks down they 
must seek alternate accom-
modation until the issue is 
resolved.”

The recommendations 
in the report from staff to 
councillors was approved 
Monday with the amend-
ment suggested by the 

five children, but those ex-
emptions don’t apply to the 
Virgil school founded by 
McCourt, who says she is 
the sole owner of the cor-
poration formed to operate 
the school.

Donohue said she had 
no evidence to support or 
demonstrate “exemption 
circumstances” that would 
provide a reason to refuse 
the injunction.

The women represent-
ing the school “are aware of 
the laws and regulations but 
persist to serve their own 
agenda,” she said. 

The injunction is con-
sidered an interim order to 
be maintained until there is 
a final decision or further 

committee, along with oth-
er recommendations that 
include a regular mainte-
nance program to be cre-
ated by staff; a town inven-
tory of emergency critical 
parts for grinder pumps to 
be made available to home 
owners; information to 
be shared with residents 
regarding care of grinder 
pumps; a robust program of 
inspection and installation 
approval; and an updated 
bylaw to reflect the actions 
to be taken by staff.

The only vote against 
the amendment to the rec-
ommendations was from 
Coun. Erwin Wiens, who 
said there are “a number of 
inequities” in the munici-
pality when it comes to the 
cost of utilities, including 
for those who have to pay 
to have their septic tanks 
emptied, or others who 
have oil trucked in — other 
taxpayers don’t share those 
costs.

Other councillors sup-
ported the recommenda-
tions, glad to be able to 

order of the court.
Redekop says “there was 

nothing going on at the 
school” when he was there 
Monday morning, but he 
hadn’t been told anything 
“officially” about McCourt’s 
intentions going forward.

When he agreed to 
lease space to the school, 
it was described to him as 
“home-schooling with a 
learning pod methodol-
ogy,” and the women in-
volved seemed well-inten-
tioned. Nothing was ever 
mentioned to him about 
them being “anti-masking.”

While he has been crit-
icized for not shutting it 
down, he says he wasn’t 
about to judge what they 

help out those who have 
no choice but to depend on 
grinder pumps.

Coun. Wendy Chero-
pita spoke of knocking on 
doors in St. Davids during 
the last election campaign, 
and hearing “awful, hor-
rible situations I’ll never 
forget,” including sewage 
“going everywhere, indoors 
and out.” 

She said she’s proud 
of the committee and the 
work it’s done, and feels the 
amendment says to the res-
idents, “‘we hear you, we’re 
listening, and what hap-
pened to you along the way 
was not right.”

The committee was 
thanked for its work and 
the hundreds of hours 
members have put in as 
they learned about grinder 
pumps, and was disbanded.

“I think this is a real 
success story for the town,” 
said Lord Mayor Betty Dis-
ero. “It took a while, but we 
did it this term. Congratu-
lations on finishing unfin-
ished business.”

were doing. “I’m just a land-
lord, renting them a room. 
It’s not my job to be judge 
and jury.”

He didn’t think to ask if 
they were licensed to oper-
ate a school — he wouldn’t 
have known one was nec-
essary until he heard about 
the injunction. And since 
his building was a school, 
with institutional zoning, 
“I had empty rooms to rent, 
so it made sense to me. This 
seemed like the kind of 
tenant I was looking for.”

McCourt, who has 
been upset with the media  
coverage to date, said she 
didn’t want to comment 
on anything to do with her 
school.

Penny Coles
The Local

Penny Coles
The Local
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

For 75 years, Niagara Mo-
tors has been a driving force 
serving transportation needs 
for the Niagara Region. Es-
tablished in 1946 by Frank 
Willms, the dealership orig-
inally sold Case tractors, 
Myer’s farm sprayers, and 
Studebaker automobiles. 

Selling over 200 vehicles per 
year, General Motors (GM) 
quickly took notice and by 
1953, Niagara Motors was a 
GM branded store.

Owned by the Dick fam-
ily for the past 60 years, Ni-
agara Motors has sustained 
recessions, restructuring 

and rebranding. The success 
of Niagara Motors is due 
to family patriarch David 
G. Dick, known to most as 
Dave Sr., who led the deal-
ership for over five decades. 
In 1957, Dave Sr. was hard 
at work on his 50-acre farm, 
planting and harvesting a 
variety of tender fruits and 
vegetables. Instead of taking 
the winter off, preparing for 
the next growing season, he 
searched for a job to pro-
vide additional income for 
his growing family. With no 
automotive sales experience, 
Dave Sr. was not an ideal 
candidate, but Frank appre-
ciated his tenacity and gave 
him a chance.

Within four years of work-
ing at Niagara Motors, Dave 
Sr. purchased the dealership 
and began expanding the 
business with major renova-
tions in 1964, 1977, 2003 and 
2014. Niagara Motors has 
grown from a small car lot, 
with 15 vehicles, to a retail 
establishment on three sepa-
rate sites in Virgil. Today, the 
dealership is still a branded 
GM store, offering new and 
used vehicle sales, a service 
department, parts store and 
body shop.

Throughout its history, 

and eagerly shared them with 
anyone stopping in. While 
Dave Sr. is no longer with us, 
his family-oriented approach 
and the crates of peaches re-
main a dealership staple.

In honour of 75 years in 
business, Niagara Motors 
hosted a celebration event on 
Saturday, Aug. 28. The cele-
bration included a car show 
with classic GM vehicles, car 
wash, barbecue and raffle 
draw, with prizes donated by 
local businesses. The celebra-
tion served a joint purpose, 
being utilized as a fund-
raiser for Red Roof Retreat. 

Niagara Motors has always 
maintained its small-town, 
family-oriented approach. 
This is evident in the three 
generations of the Dick fam-
ily who have worked at the 
dealership, and Dave Sr.’s dai-
ly presence at the store until 
his passing in 2015. As he got 
older, many will remember 
Dave Sr. sitting in his office 
by the front door eager to talk 
with customers and employ-
ees as they walked into the 
showroom, signalling them 
with a wave. He often had 
crates of fresh peaches from 
his farm stacked in his office, 

We were so humbled by the 
incredible support of our 
community, and were able to 
raise $2,260. Niagara Motors 
pledged to match all funds 
raised and rounded the do-
nation up to a total of $4,700 
for Red Roof Retreat.

Niagara Motors is open 
Monday to Thursday 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m to 5 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. We will con-
tinue to be Virgil’s automo-
tive sales and service leaders 
and look forward to serving 
the community for the next 
75 years.

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years

SALES HOTLINE 1-800-563-0196 or 905-468-2145
www.niagaramotors.com

1537 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, ON

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years!
$10 off

Multi Point Inspection
Just like regular oil changes, a Vehicle Health 
Check is an important part of your vehicle’s 
maintenance schedule. An inspection every six 
months is required, as per your vehicle Owner’s 
Manual. It’s a multi-point inspection of your 
vehicle that helps you protect yourself and your 
automotive investment.

Vehicle Health Checks mean peace of 
mind and we’ve made it easy to schedule 

your Vehicle Health Check online 
through our website or by phone.

NIAGARA MOTORS
Buick - GMC

Lord Mayor Betty Disero congratulates Dave Dick Jr. as  
Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years in business. 

2004 Grand Re Opening. David Dick Sr. cutting the ribbon. 

Feature your business in our

The full page is made up of a 
HALF PAGE AD and HALF PAGE ARTICLE 

Article word count: 450-500  |  Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h
Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact
Karen at 905.641.5335 at karen@notllocal.com

Businesses outside NOTL contact
Julia at 905.934.1040 at julia@notllocal.com
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

When I was eight  
years old, my parents split 
up. I don’t have many 
memories of my dad be-
fore then. He was always 
either at work or out with 
friends. He drank a lot 
and I guess my mom fi-
nally had enough. I do 
remember hearing them 
argue at night when they 
thought I was asleep. Af-
ter my dad left, I didn’t 
hear from him much  
until eventually he stopped 
coming around altogether. 

My mom picked up 
more shifts at work and 
wasn’t home much after 
that. She started drink-
ing too and once she met 
Doug, things happened 
fast. We moved in with 
him when I was 11 and the 
fighting started all over 
again. Doug was worse 
than I remember my dad 
being. He was violent and 
by the time I turned 13 he 
was hitting me almost dai-
ly. I thought anything was 
better than being there so 
I left. I stayed at friends 
houses but that didn’t last 
long either. I turned to 
alcohol too, to numb the 
pain of feeling so alone 

and unwanted. I ended 
up on the street before my 
14th birthday. 

I spent 10 years home-
less, living in constant 
anxiety and fear. I was ex-
posed to the violence of 
street life and witnessed 
too many horrible things. 
There were times I didn’t 
think I would make it one 
more day. One of the low-
est points was when I re-
member being caught dig-
ging through the garbage 
outside a coffee shop, just 
to find something to eat. It 
had been days since I had 
any food in my stomach 
and I was in so much pain. 

Stepping through the 
doors of the youth shel-
ter was life-changing. I 
was welcomed with open 
arms where the staff made 
me feel safe for the first 
time in my life. In my four 
month stay at the emer-
gency shelter, I learned so 
many valuable skills. Hav-
ing a roof over my head 
and food in my stomach 
was no longer my only 
concern. 

I took advantage of ev-
ery program they had and 
credit my success to all the 

support I received in tran-
sitional housing where I 
was encouraged to follow 
my passion for photogra-
phy. Today, I am no lon-
ger homeless, I am sober, 
I have a career I love, an 
apartment to call my own 
and a healthy vision for 
the future.  

I learned that the place 
I stayed was funded by 
United Way Niagara – so 
were all the programs I 
attended while staying 
there. Without this sup-
port, I would never have 
been able to get off the 
street and be as successful 
as I am today. It is because 
of donors, like you, that 
these programs are able to 
exist. 

Thank you for saving 
my life.

United Way Niagara programs are life-changing

I was  
welcomed  

with open arms 
where the staff made 

me feel safe for  
the first time in  

my life.

“ 

”
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Make kindness the norm

Artist’s Corner
Snowman by: Nathan Epp

Submitted by : 
Maanak Gandhi-Malhotra 

Interview with a Dragon
Random Acts of Kind-

ness Day is Thursday, Feb. 
17, 2022 and Random Acts 
of Kindness Week is Feb. 13 
to 19. 

The work to create a kind-
er world never ends. There 
is no limit on the amount of 
goodness you can put into 

Q. What do you want to be 
when you grow up?

A.  I would like to be a fire-
fighter. I know a lot about 
fire and my body is fire-
proof.

Q. What is your favourite 
book?

A.  I like Dragon Flight by  
Jessica Day George.

Q. What do you do to help 
others?

A.  I melt all the snow and 
ice on commonly used 
sidewalks so people don’t 
slip. I also carry people on 
my back to help them get 
around.

Q. What is a fun family 
tradition you have at 
home?

A.  I love having tea parties 
(you’re never too old to 
have tea parties). I like 
Spice Dragon Red Chai 
tea and Jalapeno Chips 
with extra hot spice.

Q. What’s that certain 
something that makes 
you special?

the world! 
Join the annual Ran-

dom Acts of Kindness Day 
(RAK DAY) celebration on 
Thursday, Feb. 17,  and help 
#MakeKindnesstheNorm. 
The website offer resources, 
activities, and kindness chal-
lenges to help spread kind-

A.  I’m great at making  
s’mores, popcorn, and 
other roasted snacks. I’m 
also a softie at heart and 
I think it’s important to 
help people.

Q. What is your favourite 
thing about Niagara- 
on-the-Lake?

A.  The scenery. I love seeing 
how it changes through 
the seasons, and I never 
leave home without my 
camera.

Q. How did you keep your-
self busy during COVID 
lockdowns?

A.  I made friendship brace-
lets, arranged flower bou-
quets, went figure skating, 

ness all week long.
Visit www.randomact-

sofkindness.org  to download 
your free participant guide 
that contains everything you 
need to plan a fun week. 

Let’s make 2022 the big-
gest RAK Week and RAK 
Day yet.

learnt how to play the re-
corder, took online sing-
ing lessons, played with 
my stuffy friends, and 
built puzzles.

Q. How would you change 
the world if you could?

A.  I would stop global 
warming (with the abili-
ty to breathe fire, I’m hot 
enough already).

Q. What is your ideal day 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake?

A.  I’d begin the day play-
ing outside in one of the 
parks. Then I’d fly along 
the shoreline of the lake 
and collect pebbles and 
sea glass. I’d finish the day 
with a picnic.

JUST 32 
DAYS UNTIL 

SPRING! 
GAZETTE

Actual Kid-Friendly News

FIND THE SMILEY FACE HIDDEN ON THIS PAGE!

Crossword: ANIMAL GROUPS
Down: 
1  A group of hummingbirds
2	 A	group	of	butterflies
3 A group of penguins
6 A group of ferrets
7 A group of bats
10 A group of giraffes

Across:
4 A group of caterpillars
5 A group of kangaroo
8 A group of zebras
9	 A	group	of	fish
11 A group of elk
12 A group of lions

Answers: 1. charm  2. kaleidoscope  3. waddle  
4. army  5. mob  6. business  7. cloud  8. dazzle  
9. school  10. tower  11. gang  12. pride. 
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The Birthday Surprise
Do you like skating? If 

you do, you can go to the 
Pillar and Post rink. They 
have beautiful gardens and 
a waterfall. You can rent 
skates and if needed, borrow 
a helmet. You can buy hot 
chocolate and sit by a nice 
fireplace. The rink has beau-
tiful lights strung over top 
and hay bales to sit on while 
you put on skates. They pro-
vide washrooms that have a 
mat safe for skates to walk 
on. If you are looking for a 
nice evening out, this is the 
place to go! Thank you, Vin-
tage Hotels, for providing 
this wonderful free rink.

by Ella (11) &  
Naomi (8) Wiens

JOKE

Q. Why was the tortilla sad?

A. I don’t know.  He didn’t want to TACO-bout it!

     WINTER FUN FACTS
Some insects survive the winter 

by producing their own version of 
“antifreeze.” Scientists call these 

produced chemicals “cryoprotectants” 
which make the insects less likely to 

freeze in cold weather. 

SUBMISSION INFO
The hope for this page is to get kids involved and interacting with the community in a positive way. We welcome sub-
missions for all categories from kids of any age. Please keep the reviews positive and all submitted content appropriate 
for kids of all ages. Please send all submissions to joyousnotlkids@gmail.com and in the subject line please put the 
category for which you are submitting. Thank you. 

CHARITY 
We are looking for charities in which kids can par-
ticipate. If you would like your organization to be 
highlighted here, please send your information to  
joyousnotlkids@gmail.com.

by Taleah Bucci, 11

February 16, 2022                THE NOTLLocal
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Minor soccer planning season of ‘normal game activity’

Soccer club president Carrie Plaskett is hoping this soccer season will unfold as planned, 
but will be prepared for alternatives if it doesn’t. (Photo supplied)

Registration for soccer in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake opened 
last week, with the NOTL 
Soccer Club planning for a full 
return to normal game activity 
for the first time since 2019.

“It’s pretty exciting,” new 
club president Carrie Plaskett 
says. “We’re moving forward, 
making this basically a normal 
season. We’re planning to make 
this look like what it looked like 
before all of our lives changed. 
And if it has to change, we’ll be 
prepared to make modifica-
tions if needed, because of our 
success last year.”

After a 2020 that saw soc-
cer fields remain vacant, the 
game returned to NOTL in 
a condensed and altered ver-
sion in 2021. 

Before hitting the fields 
last season, the club’s board 
of directors worked hard to 
plan for the return, respond-
ing to many different changes 
in COVID restrictions over 
the months before summer 
began. Just as they had nailed 
down what it would look like, 
restrictions changed. But as 
outdoor activities for kids 
were not only being allowed 
but being encouraged by the 
province, the club decided to 
offer a summer season that 
focused even more on skills 
development, rather than 
house league competition. 

More than 350 children 
were registered with the 
club, a number that was only 
slightly down from the usual 
400-plus players. And as the 
modified season required 
more supervision on the field, 
Plaskett, who served in the 
registrar’s role last year, says 
parents stepped up to volun-
teer in droves.  

As well, equipment orders 
were modified last summer, 
with each player receiving a 
club T-shirt and socks rath-
er than a full uniform. That 
allowed the club to remain 
flush financially, as did the 
contributions from local 
business owners, who contin-
ued to generously support the 
sport through sponsorship.

“That first day when the 
kids were on the field was so 
beautiful,” Plaskett remembers. 
“It was so heartwarming to see 
the kids running around and 
having fun. There was a lot 
of pride, as a board member, 
about contributing to making 
the season happen. But as a par-
ent as well, seeing how happy 
those kids were, it felt so good.”

Plaskett herself stepped up 
to take on the president’s role 
for 2022 when past president 
Ted VanderKaay’s term was up.

“Ted is such a huge as-
set to the club,” Plaskett says. 
“Knowing that he would stay 
as past president, to guide and 
mentor me in the position, 
that made it an easy decision. 

We have a great board, every-
body is contributing. But we 
don’t have a lot of members 
on the board, and we do need 
more volunteers.”

Plaskett and her husband, 
Jay Buffington, moved to town 
from San Francisco just before 
the start of the 2019 soccer sea-
son. The couple was looking 
for a quieter, small-town lo-
cation to raise their twin sons, 
Henry and Malcolm, now 10 
years old. Though Plaskett was 
raised in Thornhill, her moth-
er has been living in NOTL 
for a  number of years, so she 
knew the area well.

“I wanted my kids to 
come to Canada, and to go to 
school in Canada,” she says. 

They signed the boys up 
for soccer that summer and 
Plaskett liked the way the club 
ran the program. Last year 
she put her name forward as a 
director at large before being 
gently convinced to take on 
the registrar’s role, which she 
soon discovered she loved. 

“I’ve always been involved 
in the kids’ sports”, Plaskett 
says. “I think it’s so important 
to be involved in the commu-
nity. Sports are so important 
to me and the kids, and I 
wanted to contribute. It’s also 
important for my kids to see 
me in a leadership position, 
to see a female as a role model 
and leader in sports.”

Plaskett says she’s in for 
the long haul when it comes 

to her involvement with the 
club. She wouldn’t have tak-
en on the president’s role if 
she wasn’t. And she was im-
pressed with the way things 
came together for 2021.

“We were faced with all 
these challenges last year, and 
our goal was just to get these 
kids out onto the field in what-
ever way we could. Knowing 
that we had to start a plan 
early and everything could 

have changed at any moment, 
I think the board worked real-
ly well together to make that 
happen. We were able to keep 
kids safe and happy.”

At press time, about 85 
kids have already been regis-
tered for age divisions from 
Timbits (U4/U5) up to U15, 
with a plan to hit the pitch 
the week after Victoria Day. 
Most house league divisions 
play out of the Virgil sports 

park, and the season wraps up 
the week before Labour Day. 
There is also a limited num-
ber of rep teams who will play 
in the Niagara Soccer League. 

The club has not yet decid-
ed on whether or not to hold 
an in-person registration day 
at the Meridian Credit Union 
Arena, as it has in past years. 

To register and to sign up 
as a parent volunteer, visit 
notlsoccer.ca.

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Master Badri Rici, resident of NOTL for over 36 years, is 
a 5th degree black belt with over 20 years of experience, 
and teaches taekwondo out of her Sandlewood Cres. 
studio in St. Davids. The training and focus of taekwon-
do helps sharpen her mind, and the mental and physi-
cal strength she gained from it taught her how to over-
come injuries and hardship through discipline, focus, 
and physical fitness, she says. For more information call  
905-321-9938. (Photo supplied)

Charlotte Mannella (above) practises her 
kicks, Sophie Mannella, 13, does a spin 
hook kick (above, centre), and Samual, 
5, shows off his jump kick (right). They 
are training with Master Badri Rici in  
St. Davids. (Photos supplied)

Strengthening mind and body
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Sunday, February 20th

www.ccchurch.ca

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person 
(Registration Required)

Child Care for Grade 8 & Under
Message: 

Kevin Bayne -  
Look at the Lamb! (Rev 5)

Our services are also streamed online 
Sunday’s at 10 AM. Visit our website  

for more information!
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP

HAPPENINGS

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT HERE
With or without a border, colour graphics optional.  

Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  
Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.  Call Karen 905-641-5335 

or email: karen@notllocal.com

Haddock & Chips
or Baked Potato, 

Coleslaw, Tarter Sauce, 
Bread, Tea/Coffee

1 piece dinner $11  
2 piece dinner $15

TAKE OUT & EAT IN  
(proof of 2 vaccinations required)

JOIN US
February 18th
4:30 to 7 p.m.

stdavidslions.ca  @stdavidslions on Facebook 

St. Davids and District Lions Club
1462 York Rd., St. Davids (NOTL)

The Predators’ Reese Bisci, shown in last week’s home 
game against Durham, was one of the “unsung heroes in 
Friday’s away game. (Mike Balsom)

The Predators in an away game against Plattville Friday, which the Niagara team won. 
(Sreenshot)

Preds win one, lose one for second weekend
For the second straight 

weekend the Niagara Preda-
tors followed up a Friday night 
loss with a Sunday afternoon 
win in Greater Metro Junior A  
Hockey League (GMHL) ac-
tion last week. 

In a rare Friday night game 
on the road in Mississauga, 
the Preds suffered their first 
shut-out of the season at the 
hands of the Streetsville Flyers. 
Though Niagara outshot the 
Flyers 40-23, they just could 
not solve goalie Tayte Praycek 
in the home team’s net. 

“It was a very, very tough 
loss,” head coach, general man-
ager and owner Robert Turn-

bull told The Local. “I have to 
tip my hat to their goalie. He 
played really well. We had sev-
eral opportunities to score, but 
it just didn’t happen.”

The scoreboard remained 
blank throughout the first pe-
riod, but only 48 seconds into 
the second Flyers forward Nick 
Giamou got the credit for a 
goal that started with a scram-
ble around the net, bounced off 
two players out front and car-
omed off a skate and past Ni-
agara goalie Morgan Penwell, 
who was making his season de-
but for the Predators. Giamou 
also assisted on Cole Wigle’s 
empty net goal with 1:21 re-
maining to make it a 2-0 game. 

“Penwell played exception-
ally well also,” Turnbull said. 

“It was an unbelievable game. I 
told them ‘if you leave the rink 
angry because you lost, that’s 
okay. But don’t leave thinking 
you lost because you didn’t 
work hard. You should hold 
your heads high on your way 
out’. It was an awesome goal-
tending battle.”

The Predators had some 
power play chances in the 
third, knocking the puck off 
the crossbar and the post a few 
times, while Praycek continued 
his phenomenal play, stopping 
a number of other chances. 

Like last weekend, Niagara 
was short-staffed, with for-
wards Mario Zitella, Georgy 
Kholmovsky, Dante Massi and 
Alessandro Massi as well as 
defenceman Logan Baillie all 
sitting out. 

Also out of the lineup was 
Swedish forward Emil Eriks-
son. Turnbull passed on the 
news that the speedy winger 
has opted not to return to Can-
ada to finish the season, which 
wraps up on March 6.  Instead, 
he will be playing professional-
ly in Åseda, Sweden in Alltrean 
Division 3.

As well, fellow Swede Jesper 
Eriksson (no relation), who left 
the team the previous week-
end for a tryout with a team in 
Austria, has left the Predators 
permanently. The Preds’ lead-
ing scorer this season with 56 
points (tied with Dante Massi), 
will be moving on to a Swedish 
pro team in the Hockeyettan 
league.

The short bench meant 
Niagara could only cycle two 
forward lines throughout the 
game, leaving some players in 
the unusual situation of actual-
ly wanting to come off the ice at 
times. Turnbull credited Gino 
Carter Squire, Dawson Walker 
and Reese Bisci as unsung he-
roes in Friday’s game. 

Alexander Page joined 
the others on the sidelines for 
Sunday’s game in Plattsville as 
a result of an unsportsmanlike 
conduct penalty Friday. Page 
continued with some choice 
words on the ice that earned 
the new Niagara forward, in 
only his third game with the 
team, a suspension for Sunday. 
Turnbull and assistant coach 
Connor Shipton had to ro-
tate defencemen into the sixth 

forward slot just to keep two  
lines rolling. 

Bisci thrived with all the 
extra ice time Sunday, picking 
up five points on two goals 
and three assists. His linemates 
Noah Caperchione, with a hat 
trick and a helper, and Jason 
Humphries, with two assists, 
accounted for all of the scoring 
in a 5-4 victory, with defence-
man Maxwell Bredin adding 
an assist. 

Caperchione got the ball 
rolling just 15 seconds into the 
first period, then added his sec-
ond goal three minutes later, 
giving Niagara a 2-0 lead. Kyle 
Struth got the Lakers on the 
scoreboard before Bisci netted 
his first, then added a second 
goal to narrow the margin to 
3-2. With Carter Squire in the 
penalty box, Plattsville’s Lucas 
Bast tied it up before the period 
ended. 

Turnbull made a goalten-
ding change before the second 
period began, replacing Jacob 
Collaco with David White. Bis-
ci’s second of the night came on 
the power play at 8:32 into that 
period, but Plattsville’s Mal-
colm Campbell knotted the 
score yet again as that frame 
closed out. 

Caperchione completed 
the hat trick five minutes into 
the final frame when Hum-
phries fed him a pass from Ni-
agara’s face-off circle to centre 
ice. Caperchione turned and 
beat two Plattsville defenders 
to sneak a wrist shot past goal-
ie Rahul Bola for the winning 
goal. 

Turnbull is hoping to have 
three lines for the upcoming 

weekend, which they open Fri-
day night at home against the 
North York Renegades. The 
Predators hit the road for a Sat-
urday night match in Windsor, 
then head in the other direc-
tion for a Sunday rematch at 
the second place Renegades’ 
home arena. 

With two games this week-
end against the Renegades, Ni-
agara is going to have to find a 
way to solve forward Santino 
Foti, who has 29 goals and 63 
assists on the season and is sec-
ond in points in the GMHL’s 
South Division, fourth overall 
in the league. 

“We really have to put a 
person on him, and we can do 
that when we have three-plus 
lines,” explains Turnbull. “We’re 
just going to have to keep an 
eye on him. He’s a gifted player, 
but it’s not just Foti, they have a 
few. We’re just going to have to 
stay close to him as best as we 
can and be aggressive.”

With seven defenders all 
healthy and ready to play this 
weekend, the plan is to contin-
ue to move one or two of them 
up to the forward position to 
keep fresh legs on the ice and 
stay close to the high-powered 
Foti. 

“If we’re going to play with 
long sticks and not impede 
his progress, then we’re going 
to have a long day,” continues 
Turnbull. “But our defence has 
been playing great lately, with 
the return of Josh Davidson 
and Nathan Fehr. Everybody 
on this team right now is buy-
ing into having to do their job.”

The Predators are looking 
to pick up their first win this 
season against North York. 
Check that, they are hoping 
to pick up their first two wins 
against the Renegades, which 
would tie the season series at 
two wins apiece. Game time 
at the Meridian Credit Union 
Arena is 7:30 p.m. Friday. 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Name: 
Logan Baillie
Jersey number: 17

Age: 17
Birthdate:  

November 25th  2004
Hometown:  

Niagara Falls, Ontario
Nickname:  

Bails
Favourite hockey player: 

Cale Makar
Favourite ‘hype’ song: 

Ramen and OJ by  
Joyner Lucas & Lil Baby

Hockey highlight: 
Traveled to Europe  
to play in Slovenia

Other sports you play: 
Golf

Favourite “cheat” meal:  
Bacon cheeseburger  

with fries and a  
ginger ale

Secret talent:  
Crazy eyes

Meet the Predators

Sunday, February 20th

www.ccchurch.ca

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person 
(Registration Required)

Child Care for Grade 8 & Under
Message: 

Kevin Bayne -  
Look at the Lamb! (Rev 5)

Our services are also streamed online 
Sunday’s at 10 AM. Visit our website  

for more information!
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP
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SHERLOCK, SHANE—It is with profound 
sadness that we announce the passing of 
Shane Robert Holtam Sherlock, after a heart 
attack on Saturday, February 5, 2022 at the 
age of 52.  

Shane was extremely intelligent, thoughtful, 
generous and wild. Such a philosopher, such 
a rebel. He touched the lives of so many from 
all walks of life. He lived for any sport, music, 

nature, but most of all his family. He was the hardest working and 
best damn father there is.

Shane leaves behind his wife and best friend Stephanie of 26 years.  
Beloved father of Chloe, Paige, Marty, and Ty. Loving son of Glenda 
Edgar (Marc Bertrand).  Caring brother of Lacia (Christian Olofsson) 
and her children Pontus and Sebastian. Fondly remembered by 
his dogs Rufus and Kiki and the many members of the Tribe and 
Bjorgan families.  

Cremation has taken place. A celebration of Shane’s legacy will 
take place on Sunday, May 29, 2022 with details to come closer to 
the date.  Arrangements entrusted to MORGAN FUNERAL HOME, 
415 Regent Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake. Those who wish to make 
a memorial donation can do so to his favourite charity, Red Roof 
Retreat. Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at www.
morganfuneral.com

WICHERT, GEORGE—passed away Sunday, 
February 13, at Pleasant Manor in Virgil. He was 
94 years old.

George was born in April 1927 in Kitchener, 
Ontario, to Henry and Elisabeth Wichert, who had 
immigrated to Canada from Russia the year before 
with their 3 eldest children. George was the first of 
five children born in Canada. Except for Margaret, 

who died at age 2, the rest all remained in and around Virgil, and in 
time the 7 siblings, 6 spouses, and 23 children formed a large and 
close-knit family clan. 

In 1935 the family bought land in Niagara-on-the-Lake, on Niven Rd., 
where George grew up and developed his love of farming. After WWII 
interrupted his schooling, George finished high school at the newly 
formed Eden Christian College (now Eden High School), then located 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake. He was the first in his family both to finish 
high school and to go on to university, attending Waterloo College of 
Arts (now Wilfred Laurier University), and a year of teacher’s college 
in Toronto, before becoming a high school teacher.

In 1954 George married Bertha Dick, recently graduated from nursing 
school. A year later he returned to Virgil, and to Eden, to begin his 
32-year career at the school, including 12 years as principal. He built 
a house on Henry St., at the time only a dirt track, with electricity, 
but no running water. In December their first son, David, was born, 
followed, in later years, by 4 more children: Nancy, Timothy, Geoffrey 
and Suzanne.

In 1970 the family moved across Virgil, to a farm and new house 
on Line 1. The cherry and peach orchards became another defining 
feature of the family, blending the rhythm of pruning and harvesting 
with the cycles of the school year.

George was ordained as a minister in 1964, and after his retirement 
from teaching in 1987 he and Bertha spent several years doing 
pastoral ministry in Mennonite churches, first in Germany and then 
back in Virgil. Bertha died of cancer in 1997, after nearly 43 years of 
marriage, and the following year George married Linda Willms, with 
whom he would spend the remaining 24 years of his life.

George has always loved to travel. In addition to regular family 
camping trips, he and Bertha did major excursions to Europe, India, 
and Africa. Together with Linda he travelled to Europe, Israel, Alaska, 
UK, the Mediterranean, and the Caribbean. In between these major 
excursions, Ontario canal cruises and several US locations were 
favourite destinations, as well as trips to western Canada to visit 
children and grandchildren. We celebrated his 90th birthday with a 
Caribbean cruise including all 4 children and their partners.

George is survived by his wife, Linda, 4 children, 13 grandchildren, 5 
great grandchildren, brother Walt and sister Marian. He is predeceased 
by his first wife, Bertha, eldest son Dave, brothers Henry, John and 
Jake, and sisters Margaret and Louise.

The funeral will take place Tuesday, February 22, 11:00am at 
Cornerstone Community Church, 434 Hunter Rd., Niagara-on-the-
Lake, with visitation an hour before the service (10:00am). The service 
will be livestreamed at: https://cornerstonenotl.online church. Burial 
at Niagara Lakeshore Cemetery immediately following the service. 
There will also be visitation at the church on Monday, February 21, 
from 5:00-7:00pm. 

Memorial donations may be made to the Eden High School Spiritual 
Life Centre (www.slceden.com/donation) or Camp Crossroads  
(www.campcrossroads.com/give/)

OBITUARYOBITUARY

To place your classified ad, contact Karen:  
classifieds@notllocal.com

Deadline:  Mondays at 3 p.m.

Sell your unwanted 
items or advertise your 

garage sale in our 
CLASSIFIEDS

EARN 
EXTRA 
CA$H

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No Pressure

NOTICES

LocalCLASSIFIEDS
classified@notllocal.com

HELP WANTED
This is a live-out position. Work from  

Monday to Thursday. $700 weekly. 
Administrative Assistant position (part-

time). Must be able to interact. MUST HAVE 
REFERENCES AND BE RESPONSIBLE. 

If interested you can reach Jackie at 
burnsh9hjackie@meefeltzozhipcdhvaed.com

Sudoku solution from 

February 9, 2022

SUDOKU ANSWER
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$1,450,000 
Gorgeous property with large barn 

and double garage!

 2241 Four Mile Creek Rd

S O L D
 5 Sandlewood

$3,250,000
5,500 square feet of finished living space

$1,075,000
Elevator, gorgeous finishes

 12 St Andrews Lane

$1,645,000
Backing onto a vineyard

 3 Meritage Lane

 6 Brown’s Point  $3,995,000
6 bedroom, 8 bathrooms. Over 11,000 ft.

$850,000
Beautiful 2100sq ft , 2 Storey Detached Home

 56 Niagara On The Green Blvd. NOTL

S O L D
OVER ASKING

$1,850,000 
Jumbo bungalow with private backyard, 

call Greg for asking price!

 8 Harmony Dr

S O L D
asking  $899,000

Sold to our happy clients

 1550 Concession 4

S O L D
$995,000

St. Davids

 366 Concession 3 

S O L D
OVER ASKING

$1,790,000
42 beautiful acres

 831 Concession 6

S O L D
FIRM

$995,000
Gorgeous end unit townhome

 16 George Manor

S O L D
OVER ASKING

FREE HOME 
EVALUATION
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