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Learning about Black History

Family Day spent 
outdoors in NOTL

Hirji remains  
undecided about 
lifting restrictionsBraxton, Mike, Jack, Brooke and Alexa Wiens enjoy Family Day at The Gardens at Pillar and Post. (David Gilchrist)

For Jason Walloschek 
and the eight students in his 
Grade 3-4 class at Royal Oak 
Community School, Black 
history is as much about the 
present and the future as it 
is the past. 

Classes at the indepen-
dent Niagara-on-the-Lake 
school have been focusing 
on Black history through-
out February, designated 
as Black History Month in 

Brooke and Mike Wiens 
had a great Family Day 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
enjoying their day out so 
much they plan to repeat it.

It didn’t work out exact-
ly as planned, but it turned 
out to be a really good day, 
Brooke says.

On Sunday,  they had 
decided to take their three 
kids skating at The Gardens 
at Pillar and Post. Unfor-
tunately, they arrived just 
after it had closed, and they 
decided to return Monday.

However, with a bit of a 
warm spell, they discovered 

Last week Niagara’s chief 
medical officer of health was 
afraid provincial lifting of re-
strictions coming next week 
are too much, too soon, ahead 
of the original timetable, and 
he’s not yet been convinced 
otherwise.

While it’s very good news 
that hospitalizations and in-
tensive care  admissions from 
COVID-19 have come down, 
“I’m mindful that they are still 
relatively high compared to 
historical levels — at least half 
as high as the peaks of our pre-
vious waves,” Dr. Mustafa Hirji 
told The Local Tuesday.

Canada, the U.S. and the 
U.K. 

“All of our classes are 
engaged in Black History 
learning,” head of school 
Julia Murray tells The Lo-
cal. “Mr. Walloschek has 
been delving in quite deeply 
with his students, and has 
also picked up on our whole 
school conversation about 
how children can make an 
impact.”

Walloschek, who pre-
viously spent eight years 
abroad teaching in Brunei 

the ice was melting, she 
said, so they weren’t going 
to be able to skate after all.

‘The kids were pretty 
disappointed,” she says, 
but since they were already 
there, they took a walk 
around the gardens, appre-
ciating the beautiful natural 
environment, and sat down 
for a bit at one of the fire 
pits. 

“It just made a moment. 
We had a good conversa-
tion, telling stories, and 
talking about memories. It 
was really nice.”

The surprise bonus of 

“As well, both the Ontario 
science table and Public Health 
Ontario warn of infections 
possibly resurging or plateau-
ing at a high level, meaning 
that hospitalizations would re-
main high or go up again. That 
resurgence of plateauing wasn’t 
predicted to become apparent 
until late February or early 
March.”

 Hirji says he supports re-
opening, “but on the original 
timetable set by the province 
to ensure trends continue to 
be positive before we take next 
steps.” The provincial timeta-
ble was fast-tracked to March 
1, with restrictions originally 

and Dubai, began Tuesday 
morning by reviewing some 
of the most recognized 
names in Black history of 
the past. Canadians such as 
Viola Desmond and Oscar 
Peterson were on that list, as 
well as pivotal figures Mar-
tin Luther King, Rosa Parks 
and the first African-Amer-
ican female to become a li-
censed pilot in 1921, Bessie 
Coleman.

Walloschek pivots the 
discussion into more recent 
times. One student, Max, 

was eager to share some de-
tails about Muhammad Ali, 
including his boxing career 
and the year he passed away. 
Walloschek segued that into 
a chance to remind students 
the famous boxer and ac-
tivist denounced what he 
termed his ‘slave name,’ 
Cassius Clay, when he ac-
cepted the teachings of the 
Nation of Islam.

While he served as the 
first Black president of the 
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Some regional opposition to Niagara restrictions
expected to be lifted March 14.

 “I also strongly believe that 
a faster reopening should be 
coupled with a strengthened 
proof-of-vaccination require-
ment that requires a third dose, 
three to six months after the 
second dose,” Hirji says.

“Booster doses greatly 
reduce the risk of infection 
spreading, and would enable 
higher risk public places to re-
open with much lower risk of 
infection continuing to spread. 
I think that would best enable 
a safe reopening on a more ag-
gressive timetable.”

Last week some regional 
councillors admonished Hirji 
for going “above and beyond” 
provincial COVID restric-
tions, and tried to pin him 
down on whether he was will-
ing to go along with the lifting 
of restrictions to come next 
week.

Lord Mayor Betty Dise-
ro and Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Regional Coun. Gary Zalepa, 
have both supported him in 
his efforts to keep residents 
safe and healthy during the 
pandemic.

However, Disero says she 
has some of the same questions 
as other regional councillors.

Hirji told councillors last 
Thursday there are currently 
two local orders remaining un-
der Section 22, and two “letters 

of instruction,” adding another 
level of protocols specific to 
Niagara on top of the provin-
cial regulations. Some of the 
limitations impact restaurants 
and bars, others sports and 
recreation facilities, and add 
proof of vaccination require-
ment to use those facilities and 
for municipal employees who 
work there.

Some councillors made it 
clear they don’t support any-
thing other than provincial 
restrictions, and asked when 
they might end.

Lincoln Mayor Sandra 
Easton said she was concerned 
about the extra level of regula-
tions in Niagara, and suggested 
public health should instead be 
“looking at other ways to offer 
levels of caution than to con-
tinually make rules that limit 
people.”

“I believe decisions around 
our orders and letter of in-
struction should be based on 
the data,” Hirji told The Local. 
“I have made no decision one 
way or the other, and am leav-
ing options open because the 
data should guide the decision. 
As well, I would like to see the 
province’s final regulatory lan-
guage for March 1 and beyond 
before making any decisions 
on which orders and instruc-
tions would still make sense for 
March 1 and beyond.”

Regional CAO Ron Tripp 
said regional restrictions 
would be discussed in a meet-

ing with municipal CAOs, 
including looking at how long 
they will remain in place.

That meeting was taking 
place Tuesday.

“As municipalities operate 
many sports and recreation-
al facilities, the CAOs wish 
to share feedback on how 
implementing the Letter of 
Instruction on those settings 
has worked so that we can 
advise on work-arounds and 
take back consideration for 
possible amendments,”  Hirji 
told The Local Tuesday, be-
fore the meeting. “I don’t be-
lieve the meeting is around 
when the requirement might 
be lifted per se. As we reas-
sess the Letter of Instruction 
based on data this week, and 
the new provincial regulations, 
we hope to communicate any 
changes by Friday or Monday 
morning at the latest.”

On March 1, the province 
is expected to lift capacity 
limits in all indoor public set-
tings, and proof of vaccination 
requirements will no longer 
be required. Other protec-
tive measures, such as mask 
requirements and screening 
of patrons, are expected to re-
main in place. 

The province clearly allows 
local public health units to de-
ploy regional responses based 
on local health indicators, Hir-
ji told councillors last week, 
explaining there is an expecta-
tion that health units will sup-

plement and enhance certain 
measures based on local risk, 
and that is occurring in other 
public health units across the 
province, not just in Niagara.

There is a varying amount 
of risk in other areas, and the 
province continues to say 
“there is ongoing value in local 
measures,” he said.

Disero said Easton raised 
the possibility of less limiting 
alternative measures, in re-
sponse to the emails and com-
ments from residents putting a 
“growing pressure on regional 
colleagues.” 

If there are going to be con-
tinuing restrictions in Niagara 
outside of provincial regula-
tions, Disero added, she agrees 
with regional councillors who 
are calling for additional re-
sources to help municipalities 
pay with the increased costs, 
including bylaw enforcement. 

“If there are going to be 
local restrictions, we need as 
a region to be compensating 
municipalities for the extra re-
sources required,” she said, but 
added that depends on what 
happens both at the provincial 
and regional level.

“We have to wait to see 
what happens, what the num-
bers are, what is recommend-
ed, and go from there.”

Part of the discussion at 
regional council came about 
because some employees have 
been terminated for not be-
ing vaccinated, but that hasn’t 
been necessary in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, she said.

The comments also indi-
cate “some councillors want 
everything opened up, while 
others hope Niagara can get 
there in some way, without re-
strictions.”

Some regional councillors 
are concerned that as munic-
ipalities move toward normal, 

there could be outrage over an 
extra local level of measures, 
Disero said. “We’ll have to be 
cautious, and we’ll need to talk 
about who is going to pay for 
them. There were some valid 
points made.”

“I’m just waiting to see 
what he recommends,” she 
added. “Dr. Hirji may just be 
following the provincial level. 
I’m not going to not support 
something that hasn’t hap-
pened yet. I’ll wait to see what 
happens, and take it from 
there.”

At the least, she hopes 
mask-wearing requirements 
will stay in place.

When pushed by one 
councillor who was hoping for 
a guarantee from Hirji that he 
would not impose extra mea-
sures on Niagara when restric-
tions are lifted across Ontario 
next week, the acting chief 
medical officer of health said 
the province asks public health 
units to consider the local con-
text regarding restrictions, and 
he would be making assess-
ments and decisions at that 
time. “I can’t make a promise 
one way or another,” he said.

Other councillors ques-
tioned whether regional coun-
cil has the ability to override 
the special orders set by Hirji, 
or whether they could vote to 
end them.

CAO Tripp told council-
lors that public health deci-
sions are at the sole discretion 
of the chief medical officer, and 
councillors do not have a say in 
what restrictions are in place or 
when they will end.

Port Colborne Coun. Bar-
bara Butters asked her col-
leagues to be patient, and put 
public health ahead of politics. 
Decisions are not being made 
“on a whim,” she said.

“One person needs to 

make these decisions, because 
if it was up to this group, every-
thing would be so-called back 
to normal.”

If that happens too soon, 
she said, the results “could be 
catastrophic.”

St. Catharines Coun. Laura 
Ip also backed Hirji’s decisions, 
saying she was embarrassed 
by some of councillors’ com-
ments.

“What I know for sure is 
that no one on this council is 
qualified to be making any of 
the decisions that any of our 
medical officers of health have 
made,” she said, thanking Hirji 
for his “difficult decisions.”

Gary Zalepa, NOTL’s re-
gional representative, was 
chairing last Thursday’s meet-
ing at the request of Chair Jim 
Bradley, and lamented that as 
chair he was unable to offer 
any comments.

If he had, it would have 
been firmly in support of Hir-
ji, whose job it is to make such 
decisions. Zalepa said he ap-
preciated the comments made 
by Butters and Ip.

He was especially disap-
pointed that some councillors 
still do not understand the 
governance of public health, 
including the role of the chief 
medical officer of health, 
which is set by the province.

“It’s a very clear structure,” 
he said, with the medical offi-
cer of health making decisions 
independent from council. “It 
was very clear some council-
lors would have reviewed that.”

They do, however, have the 
right to ask questions, which 
allowed information to come 
out for the benefit of the pub-
lic as well, who seem also to 
be confused, judging by the 
emails to regional councillors, 
“asking us to tell Dr. Hirji what 
to do. It doesn’t work that way. 
I have to explain it’s not within 
my ability to do that.”

Hirji was hired for his sci-
entific expertise, says Zalepa, 
“That’s why we put him in that 
position, to make sure we have 
good decisions. I will continue 
to follow his advice and to con-
tinue supporting him. That’s 
the proper thing to do.”
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Another year, another stronger eyeglass prescription 
for your growing child? It doesn’t have to be that 
way! Our myopia control experts can help slow or 
prevent your child’s myopia progression, and keep 
their vision from worsening. For more info, contact 
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We provide myopia treatment to slow or halt 
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the risk of serious eye diseases later in life. Your 
child’s future depends on you taking action today! 
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Black history should include present, future
U.S. for two terms, Barack 
Obama’s impact on low in-
come individuals and hu-
man rights was the focus of 
that topic. 

And Zack piped up 
when Walloschek men-
tioned nine-year-old Kyra 
Milan Brown. The young 
entrepreneur from Montre-
al started her online brand, 
Koily Kurls, in mid-2020, 
when she was just seven 
years old. 

With the help of her 
mom, Shenika Paris, Kyra 
created logo designs and 
slogans for a brand of prod-
ucts for people who want 
to embrace their curls and 
natural hair texture. Last 
Christmas, she used her 
social media fame (93,500 
followers on her Instagram 
account @kyra_milan) to 
mobilize residents to help 
the city’s homeless with es-
sential goods and winter 
garments. 

Murray says the exam-
ples of children the same 
age as Royal Oak students 
making positive, impact-
ful change, focusing on the 
bravery necessary to make 
that first small step, has 
been a theme for the school 
this month.

“Small voices can make a 
large noise when put togeth-
er,” says Murray. “Changing 

a community can change 
the world.”

As an example, Roy-
al Oak students learned 
about Ayanna Najuma, who 
at seven years old in 1958 
travelled to New York City 
from a segregated Oklaho-
ma City. While there, she 
noticed that segregation did 
not exist in the north at wa-
ter fountains, restaurants, 
hotels or otherwise. 

When she returned 
home, Najuma and 12 of her 
friends organized peaceful 
sit-ins, and one segregated 
lunch counter at a time, they 
changed their rights and 
eventually their entire com-
munities. Now 71 years old, 
Najuma continues to use 
her voice to fight for change. 

“It’s important to con-
nect the history to what’s 
happening now,” Wallo-
schek told The Local. “It’s 
still not always easy for the 
Black community. We con-
tinue to learn today that a 
lot of people are still strug-
gling because of their race.”

With the 2022 Winter 
Olympics just finished, Wal-
loschek discussed the story 
of 31-year-old Eliadj Balde. 
The class learned how the 
Black Canadian figure skat-
er faced an uphill battle to 
become a high-level com-
petitor. His family’s finan-
cial struggles and his dark-
er skin raised barrier after 
barrier to his early develop-

ment in the sport. 
Balde helped found the 

Figure Skating Diversity 
and Inclusion Alliance, a 
group of like-minded ath-
letes working to get more 
minority youth in the sport. 
Though he didn’t qualify for 
the 2022 Games, the 2008 
junior national champion 
was there as a field reporter 
for CBC Television.

Following the review, 
the class is asked to share 
the results of its Family Day 
weekend reading activity. 
The students were paired up 
to read graphic novels that 
focused on important fig-
ures in Black History. 

“This way they come in 
as leaders, as authorities to a 
certain degree,” Walloschek 
explains. “Then they teach 
us about something that has 
happened. Book presenta-
tions are new to the class, 
but they seem to be enjoy-
ing it and they’re doing a 
great job.”

Grayson and Zara read 
a book about Ruby Bridges. 
Now 67 years old, she was 
the first African-American 
child to desegregate an all-
white elementary school in 
Louisiana during the New 
Orleans school desegrega-
tion crisis in 1960. She was 
six years old at the time. 

“She stood up every 
day, went to school instead 
of staying home and being 
scared,” Grayson told the 

class. “When she went, peo-
ple would be mad at her. 
She knew inside that she 
should keep on doing what 
her heart told her to do. It’s 
good that she stood up, be-
cause today there would be 
even more racism.”

Aspen took his place at 
the front of the class as his 
partner Skielor appeared 
behind him on screen from 
her home. They present-
ed what they had learned 
about Frederick Douglass, 
who once spoke on Ameri-
can slavery at the Town Hall 
in St. Catharines.

Max read about how 
Harriet Tubman helped 
freedom seekers leave the 
US for Canada in the mid-
1850s via the Underground 
Railroad. Both Tubman and 
Douglass spent a great deal 
of time in the Niagara area, 
where many freedom seek-
ers eventually settled.  

Walloschek, who gently 
guided the discussion us-
ing positive reinforcement 
to keep things on track, 
posited the idea of taking 
the class on a future walk-
ing tour of the many Black 
history sites just down the 

street in NOTL, piquing the 
interest of the children. 

And he’ll use the next 
few school days to move 
from the past and the pres-
ent and into the future. 

“Black History Month is 
certainly needed,” he said. 
“It’s important to look at the 
persecution, the fight for 
rights and enslavement. But 
we talked about the possi-
bility of some day having 
a Black Futures Month to 
focus on how we can make 
a positive impact to move 
things forward for the fu-
ture.”

Continued from page 1
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Monday a good day to 
enjoy the outdoors
the fire pits made the day 
an unexpected pleasure, she 
said, and they weren’t the 
only ones taking advantage 
of the environment — there 
were other families walk-
ing around the paths of the 
John Street gardens.

To keep the kids from 
getting bored as they sat, 
she asked them what “the 
moment” reminded them 
of. Mike started off, saying 
it made him think about 
sitting around a campfire 
last summer, and that got 
the kids talking. 

“We said we’d come 

again, and next time bring 
a bag of marshmallows. 
It worked out really well, 
talking to each other, and 
enjoying each other’s com-
pany. It was kind of a sim-
ple, old-fashioned day, per-
fect for Family Day.”

Their children, Braxton, 
11, and Alexa, nine, who 
attend a French Catholic 
school in Niagara Falls, 
and Jack, four, who goes to 
a Montessori school in St. 
Catharines, are too young 
for phones, but they have 
tablets, and livestream 
shows on TV, so like all 
families, trying to limit 
screen time is an issue, even 
more so during COVID.

“As parents, we’ve had 
this message telling us that 
too much screen time is 
bad. Then everyone turned 
to screen time to attend 
virtual school. I think this 
is just the beginning of the 
conversation, about screen 
time, about what we were 
learning about it, and how 
much is too much. First it 
was bad for the kids, then it 
was necessary.”

On Family Day, it was 
especially good to get away 
from it, says Brooke, and to 
enjoy the outdoors and The 
Gardens at Pillar and Post. 
“We’ll definitely go back,” 
she says, and maybe get in 
some skating next time.

Continued from page 1

Teacher Jason Walloschek listens as Aspen discusses a book about Frederick Douglass, with 
Skielor joining in virtually from home. (Mike Balsom)

Families were unable to skate, but still enjoyed their day out at The Gardens at Pillar and Post. 
(David Gilchrist)



4 notllocal.com

Although most of the offshore farm workers will arrive over the next couple of weeks, there is already work to be done in vineyards. 
(Dave Gilchrist)
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Season a little easier for farmers, offshore workers
Since farm workers be-

gan arriving in Niagara in 
January, and with more ar-
rivals several times a week 
leading up the real rush, 
which comes about mid-
March, local growers are 
saying the chaos of the last 
two years has been calmed.

Farmers depending on 
the arrival of the help they 
so depend on still have 
concerns, but they are not 
dealing with the nightmares 
they experienced in recent 
years as all levels of gov-
ernment figured out how to 
bring seasonal workers to 
Canada during a pandemic, 
and how to keep them safe 
once they got here.

Ken Forth, Foreign Ag-
ricultural Resource Man-
agement Services (FARMS), 
says he’s expecting — hop-
ing for — at least 20,000 
workers from the Caribbe-
an and Mexico this season, 
the early arrivals already 
at work mainly in Ontar-
io greenhouses, although 
some in vineyards as well.

The first two years of 
the pandemic, they had 
to quarantine for 14 days 
when they got here, some in 
hotels, an expensive prop-
osition for growers, says 
Forth.

This year he’s feeling a 

little more optimistic — iso-
lation is only necessary with 
a positive  result from a ran-
dom COVID test on arrival, 
and travellers are being test-
ed before they leave home.

“A small percentage have 
to wait a few weeks un-
til they can travel, but not 
many.”

All workers coming 
from Jamaica have to be 
double vaccinated, and al-
though that is not the case 
with those coming from 
Mexico, most of them are as 
well, he says. 

Forth, a highly respected 
third-generation grower of 
broccoli and onions in Lyn-
den, outside of Hamilton, 
received the 2019 Grape 
Growers of Ontario Award 
of Merit and sits on boards 
of several agricultural or-
ganizations. His role with 
FARMS is to ensure reliable 
offshore labour, supporting 
local farmers and workers 
throughout that process.

That was a struggle in 
March, 2020, when the pro-
gram was suspended for a 
couple of weeks while the 
federal government halted 
arrivals from outside Can-
ada, including farm work-
ers. Once that was worked 
out, there was still concern 
about how many workers 
would be able to come, a lot 
of paper work to deal with 
and many regulations to in-

stitute. “2020 was a tough 
year,” says Forth. 

Last year was easier, 
“but still erratic. Farmers 
stepped up on this, as they 
always do.” Whatever the 
regulations were, “they did 
it all, to keep their workers 
safe. In a lot of cases, the 
workers are our friends. We 
don’t want them to be sick,” 
he said.

“Hopefully this season 
will be more like it used to 
be. COVID is something we 
have to live with, and we’ve 
got to get on with life.”

Nothing much has 
changed since last year, ex-
cept proof of vaccinations 

required for some places 
locally, at least for now, but 
most workers are able to 
provide those — many of 
them were vaccinated in 
Canada before they went 
home last fall. And with 
growers more familiar with 
the regulations, “it is a lit-
tle more relaxing. I’m also 
optimistic the numbers are 
going to be way down this 
year.”

Coun. Erwin Wiens 
agrees this year should be 
a little less chaotic for farm 
workers trying to get to Ni-
agara and growers waiting 
for them. “We’ve all navigat-
ed this for two years. It’s not 
coming as a surprise.”

But there are still con-
cerns about their arrival, he 
adds.

“We understand what 
we have to do and work 
with it, but you still have to 
worry about what you do if 
they don’t get here.” 

There is still uncertainty 
as rules change though, he 
said.

He has eight men com-
ing for the season, and not 
all were able to get on the 
plane when expected, due 
to paperwork that had to be 
completed, and delays with 
testing.

They are all vaccinated, 
which makes it simpler, he 
says. “If you’re bringing in a 
group of guys, and one isn’t 

vaccinated, how do you deal 
with that?” 

Most growers want the 
policy for farm workers to 
be the same as for other 
arrivals, that they all have 
to be double vaccinated. “It 
makes everybody feel safe,” 
he says.

As double-vaxxed farm 
workers arrive, they are of-
fered a booster shot at the 
airport when they land, “if 
they want it.”

Although Wiens says his 
farm is now well-equipped 
to handle all the necessary 
regulations, as are others, 
after two years, “the big-
gest concern is who is going 
to get on the plane. There 
is a lot of bureaucracy in-
volved. Will we get the crew 
we need? I hear about guys 
who are expecting 10 men 
to arrive, and they get sev-
en.”

Weins said when he 
heard not all of his work-
ers were able to come at the 
same time, he pushed their 
arrival by a week to allow 
them to get the paperwork 
in place so they could travel 
together.

“There is still a lot 
of work to do, between 
COVID tests and paper-
work. It used to take about 
an hour, and it was easy. 
Now we have to start ap-
plying in September, and 
still nothing is guaranteed. 

There is just so much paper-
work, so much bureaucra-
cy,” he says, listing Service 
Canada, Public Health, and 
the RCMP, all involved and 
asking questions.

“The phone never stops. 
They’re trying to reach men 
who are isolating, to be sure 
they’re doing what they’re 
supposed to do, but the men 
don’t have a phone card yet 
because they’re isolating. 
Then whoever’s calling asks 
me to give them my phone, 
but I can’t, because they’re 
isolating. They have no way 
of communicating. Logisti-
cally, it just doesn’t always 
work.”

Despite the difficulties, 
Wiens believes it’s easier in 
Niagara than in other areas 
of Ontario. Public health 
has been great to work with, 
he says.

“At the end of the day, 
we all want the same thing. 
We don’t want anybody 
to be sick, and have to be 
isolated. And in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, it’s a differ-
ent atmosphere. They have 
places to get together. They 
have a community. They 
get to know each other and 
they’re really well-looked 
after. People like Jane An-
dres and Julia Buxton Cox 
are doing a great job. There 
can always be improve-
ments, but I think it really 
is a better atmosphere here.”

Penny Coles
The Local

email: eblythe@msflawyers.com
phone: 905.354.1585

ERICA A. BLYTHE 
(VAN DE LAAR)

 Wills & Estates, Real Estate 
and Corporate & Commercial

Is your farm or business  
in need of legal advice?  

Call me, I can help!
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

While starting her own 
personal injury law practice 
during a pandemic is not ideal, 
local lawyer Sharon Mackay is 
taking it all in stride.  With the 
help of remote platforms im-
plemented by the courts and 
a swift change to work from 
home she has ensured cases, 
and business operations, keep 
moving along.  This has pre-
vented the COVID-19 pan-
demic from becoming an in-
surmountable obstacle for her 
clients and her firm. 

Sharon Mackay has been a 
litigation lawyer for 18 years 
and is celebrating the first-
year anniversary of opening 

her own personal injury prac-
tice in St. Catharines.  “We 
are a small boutique personal  
injury firm, so you have our 
attention.  We’ll meet with you 
to talk about your situation 
and let you know at the begin-
ning whether or not we think 
you have a case”.  Mackay just  
wants people to know their 
rights so they can make in-
formed decisions.         

Mackay started out repre-
senting the insurance compa-
nies.  While the work was inter-
esting, she knew her true calling 
was representing the victim.  In 
2011, while working at an insur-
ance defence firm she was re-

cruited by a personal injury firm 
in St. Catharines.  She hasn’t re-
gretted for a minute switching 
sides.  “I have always valued ac-
cess to justice and representing 
personal injury victims helps 
me pursue this goal”.  As the 
former Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court, Beverly McLach-
lin, aptly said: “The finest justice 
system in the world is a failure if 
people cannot use it.”  

Personal Injury Lawyers  
are Access to Justice

While the pandemic has cer-
tainly reduced the number of 
accidents with less people out 
and about, Mackay has man-
aged to keep busy with me-
diations and settlements still 
occurring, albeit in a new and 
virtual environment. Mack-
ay says her firm is still able to 
offer the key cornerstones of 
their client service: contingen-
cy arrangements (meaning the 
client won’t pay any legal fees 
unless the lawyer wins the case) 
and good communication. 
Contingency arrangements, 
she says, are a key component 
to ensuring access to justice.  

We Want You to  
Know Your Rights

Every year in Ontario, tens of 
thousands of Ontarians suffer 
personal injuries/damages from:  
• motor-vehicle collisions, 

• dangerous premises, 
• defective products, 
• wrongful death, 
• sexual assault, 
• dog bites and 
• long-term disability disputes. 

Unfortunately, not every in-
jured Ontarian is aware of their 
legal rights after an injury due 
to the fault of another person.  
“I am amazed at the number 
of seriously injured people that 
tell me they were hesitant to 
contact a lawyer”, says Mackay.  
This is the reason personal in-
jury lawyers offer free consulta-
tions.  We want to make the law 
accessible and lawyers more 
approachable.    

The pandemic has certainly 
made things more challeng-
ing, but Mackay’s greatest con-
cern remains for her injured 
clients. She says the important 
treatments an injured person 
receives after an accident, espe-
cially physiotherapy, are greatly 
impacted by our current reality. 
She’s seen clients well behind 
their recovery targets simply be-
cause they can’t get the medical 
care they need.

On the operations side of the 
practice, though, despite the 
likelihood of new challenges 
ahead, Mackay is confident in 
the legal system and her firm’s 
ability to cope with whatever 
the future brings.

Chasing access to justice, not ambulances

Sharon Mackay

437 Welland Ave. Upper Suite | St. Catharines, ON | L2M 5V2  

sharon@mackaygattlaw.com  |   289.273.8366

GETTING ACCESS TO JUSTICE IS HARDER THAN IT NEEDS TO BE.  

AT MACKAY GATT LAW, WE WANT YOU TO KNOW YOUR RIGHTS.

personal injury insurance claims civil litigation

m ac k ayg at t l aw. c o m
Sharon Mackay

Ser ious  Injury At torney
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The times, they are a 
changin’ — we hope

This week feels like the right 
time to take a deep breath, re-
charge, and prepare for brighter 
days ahead.

We can put the news of the 
occupation of Ottawa behind 
us, we hope. It seems a symbol 
of where we are in this pandem-
ic, in many ways — the illegal 
occupation seems like it’s over, 
but may not be. It could sneak 
up on us and return. Similarly, 
the pandemic seems to have al-
most been conquered, and we’re 
watching it in our rear view mir-
ror, but it too could hold some 
nasty surprises for us in the fu-
ture.

There are other parallels that 
can be drawn, both requiring all 
the tools available to us to over-
come, and both deeply dividing 
our country, and in some cases, 
our friends and families.

That was never more evi-
dent than when the streets of 
Ottawa finally cleared. After 
weeks of calling for a solution, 
the prime minister called weak 
for doing nothing, then sud-
denly, with the problem solved, 
the Conservatives were blaming 
him for using a sledgehammer 
for solving what was merely 
a parking problem. They said 
those who had occupied the 
streets were heroes and patriots, 
not people breaking the law and 
mocking the police trying to 
enforce it, and that the penalties 
were too harsh, even though the 
occupiers were warned for days 
what the penalties could be, and 
given every chance to walk away 
from them, they chose not to.

In the recent weeks of the 
most polarizing, partisan poli-

tics we’ve seen in a long time, the 
one to emerge to save the day, 
with common sense, reason, re-
spect and compassion was NDP 
leader Jagmeet Singh, who re-
ferred to recent weeks as a fail-
ure of leadership at all levels of 
government. He supported the 
measures in place now only for 
as long as needed to address the 
crisis, not knowing who or what 
is waiting in which corner of 
the country, or where they may 
reappear. He will withdraw sup-
port the minute he feels there is 
no longer a threat, he said.

He’s like the family member 
who is trying to make every-
body get along, knowing it’s a 
lost cause, at least until the pan-
demic is really and truly behind 
us.

And as an aside, The Local 
learned that in recent weeks, 
the town’s Emergency Control 
Group was watching out for us, 
going over possible problems 
and solutions with the police, 
keeping track of what was be-
ing said on social media and 
preparing for any sign that a 
convoy of protestors was com-
ing this way. Good to know that 
was taking place, and hopefully 
never needed.

So let’s put our fear behind 
us and look at what might re-
ally be ahead of us. As the snow 
melts and spring is tantalizingly 
close, people are starting to feel 
comfortable about getting away 
on holidays, about going out 
more, about enjoying all that is 
good around us, about social-
izing with family and friends 
without the worry of spreading 
infection. Children are back at 

sports, recreational activities 
such as lacrosse and soccer are 
looking at a normal season, in-
door and outdoor events may 
soon be at full capacities. Will 
we be wearing masks? Will 
we be thinking we still need to 
keep space between ourselves 
and those we don’t know? Will 
we still need QR codes? It’s hard 
to imagine what that might feel 
like.

Will the anger level out there 
be reduced to a simmer, or even 
disappear? That would be the 
best result of all.

As the pandemic becomes 
an endemic, as we learn to live 
with this virus long-term, we’ll 
remember this time and be 
grateful it passed. As a society 
we’ll do what we need to do to 
protect ourselves and each other 
(or most will), just as we have 
with polio, tuberculosis, and a 
whole host of diseases that at 
one time were killers, before we 
knew how to put a stop to them.

When thinking about get-
ting back to normal, what was it 
that we missed the most? Time 
with family? Group activities? 
A community we felt distanced 
from? We can have them all, 
and may appreciate them all the 
more for having missed them.

Without getting ahead of 
ourselves, this might be a really 
good time to reassess what is 
important in our lives, to think 
about what matters to us, and 
to remember that in the days 
ahead, when we get to make 
choices about how we live our 
lives after a pandemic.

Penny Coles
The Local
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip
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Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

In Daphne (Prime, 2007) 
Geraldine Somerville stars 
as Daphne Du Maurier, in 
a film that focuses on the 
British writer’s unrequited 

love for an American heiress 
(Elizabeth McGovern) which 
led to her real-life affair with 
actress Gertrude Lawrence 
(Janet McTeer). A film rich 
in detail and insight is set in 
the late 1940s and early ‘50s.

Donald Combe is a retired 

English teacher who loves 
to go to movies. Until he re-
sumes going to theatres, he 
has graciously agreed to share 
his opinions, through “short 
and sweet” exclusives, of 
Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch

Snowy owl (Bubo scandiacus) 
— it’s an amazing species

One of the more amazing 
species of bird to catch sight 
of during winter in town has 
to be the snowy owl. A vis-
itor from the Arctic tundra, 
they overwinter in areas of 
agricultural land where they 
can obtain food by hunting. 
They can often be observed 
sitting on fence posts, tele-
phone poles or buildings 
where they can scan the land 
below looking out for move-
ment. They usually eat small 
mammals such as mice in 
the fields.

Snowy owls are the larg-
est member of the owl fami-
ly and can be a half-metre in 
height. The males are more 
white while the females 
are dappled with brown. 
This colouration is highly 
suitable in the tundra but 
makes them stand out in 
our area. The first one that I 
had the pleasure of seeing, a 
few years ago, was in a field 
where plants had been cut 
in the fall. It was peeking out 
behind  a stalk of dry vege-
tation, all the while keeping 
an eye out for movement of 
prey and on the photogra-
phers eager for photos.

The snowy owl in these 

photos was sitting on the 
corner of a building for a 
long period of time and 
seemed to be soaking up 
the sunshine provided after 
so many grey and miserable 
days. Although the air was 

quite cold, its warm layer of 
down underneath its feath-
ers and the heat from the sun 
made it appear to be quite 
comfortable while it preened 
itself. It was wonderful to 
again see one locally.

David Gilchrist 
Special to The Local
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Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

COMMENT
Borderline historic water levels hit some parts of NOTL

 It was just another typical 
February thaw. Or was it?

It happens just about ev-
ery year in southern Ontario, 
where the frost giant’s grip 
loosens and the world around 
us melts away. Considering 
NOTL lies in the ‘banana belt’ 
of the country, sometimes it 
happens on our peninsula but 
not elsewhere, north of Toron-
to, for a while longer.

Sorry for the newsflash, 
but a spike in temperature and 
the arrival of warm rain in 
February does not mean win-
ter is over yet. Surely we will 
plunge back into a frigid vat of 
snow once more before with 
back-to-back snowstorms in 
mid-January, plus warm sub-
tropical air and precipitation 
pushing north from the Gulf 
of Mexico, the stage was set 
last week for a serious change 
of plans for water in the area. 
The dense snowpack was lib-
erated from its solid form, 
and it leaked, spread, and even 
rushed across the landscape 
in some areas. In certain in-
stances, remnant ice blockades 
impeded the water from get-
ting to where it needed to be, 
resulting in massive pooling 
in vineyards and people’s front 
yards.

Certain creeks and low 
spots, especially from what 
I could observe around the 

the human and ecological 
benefits. The wetlands slow 
the incoming water influx, 
but also serve as a catchment 
sponge should the creek ever 
burst its banks, which it nearly 
did last week.

After taking notes and vi-
sual measurements of what 
was unfolding on my proper-
ty, I took the remaining hour 
of daylight to cruise to some 
of my favourite creek vantage 
points across NOTL to snap 
some photos. Naturally, I had 
to go with the flow of this bor-
derline historic situation. 

I checked out the over-
pass by East-West Line and 
Concession 6, where Four 
Mile Creek was as wide as a 
river. Across from Enns Bat-
tery and Tire, the creek had 
spread a brown layer of water 
westward and into the adja-
cent orchard. From the same 
general area, a friend of mine 
on social media posted images 
of firewood and outdoor fur-
niture floating around in his 
backyard. Minutes up the road 
and behind the historic But-
ler’s Burial Ground, Two Mile 
Creek’s flood plain was serving 
its exact purpose as it has been 
doing since before Colonel 
John Butler or any European 
settler even arrived in Canada. 
It was awash with about a foot 
of water proceeding through 
the whole valley toward Lake 
Ontario.

I have personally never 
seen the water so high or a 
snow dumping so profound as 
this winter. 

Have you? If so, I’d love to 
hear about it, or see images if 
possible.

Virgil area, seemed at the 
highest they have been in de-
cades. Meanwhile, our friends 
in Brampton dealt with more 
than 100 homes impacted, 
and roughly half of those resi-
dences had to be evacuated — 
some by rescue boat.

Could we say that climate 
change is the direct cause of 
this? Not necessarily, as cli-
mate change takes years and 
decades of gathered data to 
create a notable trend. In oth-
er words, a significant weather 
incident is bound to happen 
every so often, and some are 
rarer than others. However, 
this single and extreme event 
doesn’t represent the entire 
theme of climate change as a 
stand-alone event. It is a mere 
data point contributing to a 
much broader pattern that 
could one day help further 
amplify that climate change is 
happening — if we continue 
to see higher frequency and 
intensity of these floods.

The science is out, and cli-
mate change is real. The tricky 
part about getting the popu-
lation and every politician to 
fully accept this is how slowly it 
occurs, and how impacts may 
take decades to fully realize the 
consequences. In other words, 
if we started having floods 
like this every year, and per-
haps they became even more 
severe, then we could start to 
recognize a trend forming. 

Driving to work, I was al-
ready excited to get off work 
on the way there — the ditch-
es had turned to creeks and 
creeks had turned into little 
rivers. I had a camera ready for 
the visually shocking day. 

My first stop was at our 
Red Roof Retreat property, 
where the creek, a tributary 
of Four Mile Creek, was hit-
ting a record-breaking high 
mark from what I’ve seen 
since roughly 2000. Looking 
at any creek and the surround-
ing landscape, you can de-
duce where the historic water 
lines are. They are the various 
shelves and ridges flanking 
the creek, marked by a change 
in elevation where that creek 
historically moved the earth 
around. Hence, the existence 
of terms like the 1/10, 1/50, 
and 1/100 year flood lines. 

The farm’s creek was just a 
foot away from the once in a 
century mark. The creek was 
at its absolute highest banks, 
as it tunnelled its way through 
our property like a giant brown 
serpent. If it had breached the 
banks at a few spots, it would 
have spilled over into an area 
of land that statistically only 
sees creek water every 100 
years or so. 

I tell you what, rushing and 
elevated levels of water make 
my heart rush too. Call me an 
odd duck, but I get particularly 
excited and energized by high 
water events. There is some-
thing primal about our innate 
connection to the power of 
water. The life-giver and the 
life-taker alike, thankfully the 
former in larger quantities. I’ve 
dealt with floods in places like 
Australia and Ecuador before, 
but at least there, hypothermia 
isn’t really an issue if it gets too 
close to home. 

Around 2011, we recreated 
and regenerated the wetlands 
at Red Roof Retreat for both 

(Re A look at the other 
side of the vaccination is-
sue, The Local, Feb. 19): I 
read this letter with some-
thing approaching despair.

After two years and ap-
proximately 38,000 deaths 
from COVID in Canada 
versus 900,000 in the U.S. 
to suggest that our vast-
ly improved performance 
over our southern neigh-
bour is not due to our way 
more successful vaccina-
tion policy is so disheart-

ening. To follow this up 
with remarks that “many of 
the   unvaccinated I know 
are well-educated profes-
sional people”   who “have 
spent hours researching 
and listening to renowned 
virologists, immunolo-
gists, epidemiologists and 
cardiologists,” and yet still 
have somehow come to 
the conclusion that they 
are being intimidated into 
vaccination “by the rhet-
oric of fear mongering by 

View of vaccinations disturbing
government subsidized TV 
and newspaper outlets” — 
really!

 There are further state-
ments that  “the majority 
of (COVID) virus-related 
hospitalizations are in the 
vaccinated. In some insti-
tutions as much as 2:1. The 
implication clearly being 
that you are more likely to 
end up in hospital if you 
have been vaccinated — 
really! The letter goes on 
to state that non-emergent 

LocalLETTERS

We are collecting gently used items for our 

GIGANTIC GARAGE SALE
in support of children’s charities 

For more information call 905.468.9987 or visit
www.niagaraonthelakerotary.ca

Owen Bjorgan is checking out the creek at Red Roof Retreat. 
The creek is about six feet deep in a spot where it is normally a 
trickle, he says. (Photos by Owen Bjorgan)

Owen Bjorgan has been checking out areas close to home, in-
cluding Four Mile Creek bursting its banks, looking northward at 
East and West Line.

This is the view near the S-bend on Four Mile Creek Road, as 
the creek breaches into the orchard area.

This is a view of the Two Mile Creek floodplain near the historic 
Butler’s Burial site.

surgery cancellations are 
due to preexisting condi-
tions, ignoring the fact that 
surgical staff & beds are 
tied up with COVID pa-
tients.

We are all entitled to 
our own opinions but we 
are not entitled to our own 
facts.  

Dr. R.G. James FRCPC
NOTL
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There are kits ready to go, but many more are needed. For those who would like to help or 
donate, visit www.workerswelcomeniagara.com.

Dianne Hughes and Jodie Godwin are putting together welcome kits for farm workers.
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Volunteers busy assembling welcome kits 
For many of us 2022 will 

be remembered as a time 
when a caring community 
shone brightly, despite the 
second year of COVID-re-
lated challenges. That is 
clearly reflected as volun-
teers begin to put together 
welcome kits for farm work-
ers as they arrive in town for 
the coming season.

Last spring the delivery 
of more than 500 welcome 
kits to farm workers was a 
success because of the grow-
ing support of the people of 
this town. It has been a joy 
to meet so many locals who 
provided welcome kits for 
the men and women who 
braved a pandemic to come 
here and work, helping our 
farmers avert a financial di-
saster and loss of crops.

The idea of welcome kits 
started from a simple ob-
servation in 2008, when my 
friend Jodie Godwin and I 
travelled to Jamaica. It was 
my second trip, and Jodie’s 
first. We stayed with farm 
workers and their families, 
travelling from Montego 
Bay to Kingston, visiting 
churches and schools along 
the way. Our memorable 
visits with their families led 
to a greater understanding 
of the many challenges farm 

workers face while here on 
the Seasonal Agricultural 
Worker Program.

Every year farm work-
ers arrive often very late at 
night, after an exhausting 
day or more of travel. They 
have to wait until the follow-
ing day to go to the bank, 
get groceries and finally 
start cooking their first meal 

by the afternoon. When we 
realized how long friends 
on neighbouring farms had 
to wait to get a proper meal, 
we began to provide soup 
and sandwiches on their 
arrival to see them through 
the first night.

The idea of a simple 
welcome kit containing es-
sentials has grown expo-

nentially in the 10 years that 
followed.

In 2018 Niagara Work-
ers Welcome began part-
nering with Socks for 
Change, a charitable orga-
nization from Niagara run 
by Sam Baio. We purchase 
heavy-duty, made-in-Cana-
da work socks for about $2 a 
pair. Socks for Change also 
provides us with surplus 
balaclavas and neck buffs at 
no charge, items which are 
greatly appreciated by men 
working in frigid tempera-
tures. 

The kits are easy and in-
expensive to pack, as well as 
a fun and practical way for 
individuals, families, and 
community groups to ex-
press appreciation. A thank 
you note or child’s drawing 
adds a personal touch that 
many bring home to share 
with their families. Some of 
the welcome posters made 
by children are still there to 
brighten walls in their bunk 
houses years later.

Welcome bags are dis-

tributed to the first 500 Ca-
ribbean workers as the men 
and women arrive. Father 
Antonio Illas and his wife 
Cela organize the Migrant 
Workers Outreach Project 
for the Spanish-speaking 
farm workers, an initiative 
begun by the Anglican dio-
cese over 15 years ago. Their 
welcome kit program is very 
similar to that of Niagara 
Workers Welcome and we 
cooperate closely to share 
resources and ideas.

Safety protocols are 
strictly maintained, with 
kits dropped off in advance 
through arrangements 
made with employers who 
wish to be part of the proj-
ect.

The cheerful green wel-
come bags have proven to 
be a practical way to con-
nect with migrant farm 
workers in our community, 
helping to create a sense of 
belonging. These connec-
tions have been vital as we 
support each other in a car-
ing community.

A list of contents for kits 
can be found on the Niaga-
ra Workers Welcome web-
site. Bags to be filled can 
be picked up at the NOTL 
Public Library, Sweets & 
Swirls Cafe and Applewood 
Hollow Bed and Breakfast. 
Completed welcome kits 
can be dropped off at all 
three locations. The Farm-
workers Hub will also open 
its doors for drop-offs on 
Thursday, March 3 and 
Tuesday March 8 from 2 
to 5p.m. Location for the 
Hub is 1570 Niagara Stone 
Rd.,  rear side door of Cor-
nerstone Church. 

For others who would 
like to support this success-
ful local endeavour, a dona-
tion of $25 will provide the 
contents of a welcome kit 
for one farm worker.  For 
more information visit our 
website at www.workerswel-
comeniagara.com.

For Spanish-speaking 
farm workers contact Father 
Antonio Illas - https://www.
migrantfarmworkers.ca

Jane Andres
Special to The Local
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Four classical, two jazz series concerts for Bravo Niagara
Bravo Niagara! Festi-

val’s upcoming spring 2022 
season features a new set of 
classical music performanc-
es dubbed The Maestro Se-
ries, to debut on April 2. 

Announced this week, 
April, May and June will 
feature six performances 
in total, five of them to be 
performed in front of live 
audiences at the FirstOntar-
io Performing Arts Centre 
in St. Catharines. The four 
Maestro Series shows are 
to be complemented by two 
TD Jazz Series events, both 
paying tribute to two of the 
biggest names in jazz histo-
ry. 

The Maestro Series is an 
opportunity for co-found-
ers Chris Mori and Alexis 
Spieldenner to shine a light 
on the talented classical 
musicians who represent 
Canada on the international 
stage. 

“They’re all Canadians 
who are internationally re-
nowned,” Mori tells The Lo-
cal. “During the pandemic, I 
really wanted to support our 
Canadian artists. This year 
five Canadians competed at 
the International Frédéric 
Chopin Piano Competition 
in Warsaw, Poland. Per cap-
ita, the amount of Canadian 
talent that we have is truly 
incredible.”

The season kicks off 
April 2 with a free online 

performance by the Cheng² 
Duo. Twenty-three-year-old 
cellist Bryan Cheng is the 
grand prize winner of the 
2019 Orchestre Sympho-
nique de Montreal and 2020 
Bader & Overton Competi-
tions, while his 31-year-old 
sister Sylvie is a recipient 
of the Roy M. Rubinstein 
Award for exceptional 
promise in piano perfor-
mance. The siblings will 
be filmed by Fourgrounds 
Media in the quaint setting 
of Mori and Spieldenner’s 
Bravo Niagara! studio in 
their Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Village home. 

On April 8, Charles 
Richard-Hamelin, winner of 
the silver medal at the 2015 
Chopin Competition, will 
perform works from Cho-
pin, Ravel and French com-
poser César Franck. The 
concert will be the first for 
Bravo Niagara! held in the 
intimate setting of Robert-
son Hall at the PAC. The fa-
mous Steinway grand piano 
will be rolled into the black-
box theatre space from its 
usual home in the larger 
Partridge Hall.

“We are trying to create 
a more relaxed atmosphere,” 
Mori says. “We’re breaking 
down the barriers between 
performer and audience. It’s 
a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to hear these artists 
up close. No stage, every-
thing’s going to be very close 
to the artist.”

Robertson Hall is also 

the venue for Jan Lisiecki’s 
April 26 concert. The one-
time child prodigy, now 26 
years old, signed a record-
ing contract with Deutsche 
Grammaphon at only 15 
years old. His 2021 double 
album of Frédéric Chopin’s 
Complete Nocturnes imme-
diately topped the classical 
charts in North America 
and Europe following its 
August release. 

Perhaps not surprising-
ly, his Bravo Niagara! per-
formance, dubbed Poems 
of the Night, features Cho-
pin Nocturnes and Études. 
Lisiecki last played for Bra-
vo Niagara! in 2018 at St. 

Mark’s Anglican Church.
The Maestro Series con-

tinues on May 29 at the 
Recital Hall with the char-
ismatic and entertaining 
Jon Kimura Parker’s pro-
gram featuring the music 
of Brahms, Beethoven and 
Liszt, as well as Chick Corea 
and Oscar Peterson. The 
gold medalist at the 1984 
Leeds International Piano 
Competition, Parker is an 
Officer of the Order of Can-
ada and has a dozen albums 
in his discography. The Van-
couver native has received 
honorary doctorates from 
the University of British Co-
lumbia and the Royal Con-

servatory of Music, Toronto.  
The creative partner with 

the Minnesota Orchestra’s 
Summer at Orchestra Hall is 
also the artistic director for 
the Honens International 
Piano Competition and an 
artistic advisor for the Or-
cas Island Chamber Music 
Festival. He juggles those 
responsibilities with those 
that come with his role as a 
faculty member of the Shep-
herd School of Music at Rice 
University. In the past, he 
has collaborated with the 
likes of Doc Severinsen, Au-
dra McDonald, Bobby Mc-
Ferrin and legendary drum-
mer of The Police, Stewart 

Copeland. 
As Spieldenner and Mori 

explain, the Parker event 
is one that they planned to 
present a while ago, before 
the pandemic put a stop to 
live performances. 

“We haven’t cancelled, 
and we’re not going to cancel 
anything,” confirms Mori. 
“The challenge is trying to 
make up for those two years. 
The next couple of years are 
going to be phenomenal. 
All the artists, they want to 
come, and we want to see 
them. We’re actually already 
planning as far ahead as 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local
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The Highest Total Volume of  
Local Sales for the Past Decade

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

1581 CONCESSION 2 AVE
$3,250,000

MLS 40207740 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

1255 LINE 1 ROAD
$775,000

MLS 40207745 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

10 PEREZ STREET
$3,050

MLS 40210364 • Christopher Bowron  
and Nicole Vanderperk

547 LINE 7 ROAD
$2,198,000

MLS 40195801 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

240 NASSAU STREET LOT
$2,395,000

MLS 40206480 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

11 VINCENT AVENUE
$1,610,000

MLS 40201764 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

375 MISSISSAUGA STREET
$1,998,000

MLS 402208361 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

219 BYRON STREET 
$1,875,000

MLS 40210112 • Thomas Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft

SOLD
FOR LEASE

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Continued on page 11

The Brubeck Brothers, Dan and Chris, with Chuck Lamb and Mike DeMicco, will pay tribute to the late Dave Brubeck on June 22 
at the PAC’s Partridge Hall, part of the TD Jazz Series. (Photo supplied)
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A group of partners from the town, the region, the school board and St. Davids Public School, including students, pose for a photo 
in front of one of the Community Safety Zone signs on York Road when it was installed in 2019. (Penny Coles)
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Road safety measures embraced by NOTL councillors
Region to adjust project
or get Grimsby onboard

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 
regional councillor says 
the greatest number of 
emails in his inbox come 
from residents who are 
concerned about the large 
number of collisions on lo-
cal, mostly rural roads.

In response to region-
al concerns for increasing 
road safety, there have been 
major discussions and 
solutions offered recent-
ly, as the Niagara Region 
works toward making re-
gional roads and intersec-
tions across Niagara safer. 
Coun. Gary Zalepa says he 
supports three initiatives 
he believes will improve 
traffic issues in NOTL. 

One large project many 
residents continue to op-
pose is the roundabout at 
the main intersection in 
St. Davids, for fear it will 
destroy the small-village 
atmosphere of the com-
munity.

Zalepa says the inter-
section is already busy, and 
he is looking further down 
the road as growth in the 
community and traffic 
demands continue to in-
crease. He believes the re-
gion has come up with the 
best long-term solution to 
address traffic concerns, 
and it will benefit rather 
than harm the village. 

He is also relieved the 
region will soon be in-
stalling a four-way stop on 
York Road at Concession 
6, an intersection that has 
been the location of many 
collisions since Mewburn 
Road Bridge reopened in 
2019, after being closed for 
about 10 years. It had been 
used as a throughway from 
Niagara Stone Road to Ni-
agara Falls, and since the 
bridge has reopened, has 
seen an increase in traf-

fic. With the majority of 
collisions at that location 
caused by vehicles driv-
ing on Concession 6 and 
not stopping for traffic on 
York Road, the region first 
installed oversized stop 
signs in both directions on 
the concession, with flash-
ing red lights. The speed 
has also been reduced on 
York Road from 60 km/h 
to 50 km/h, leading to the 
Concession 6 intersection, 
and on Concession 6 be-
tween York and Queenston 
Roads, to 60 km/h from 80 
km/h.

The region has also de-
cided to add a four-way 
stop, and would have al-
ready done it, if not for 
the amount of snow on the 
side of the road, says Zale-
pa. He has been assured by 
Niagara Region’s  director 
of transportation Caro-
lyn Ryall that the project 
will be completed “when 
the snow melts, hopefully 
soon.”

Another initiative he 
supports, and which Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake coun-
cillors are enthusiastic 
about, is a regional plan 
to use photo radar. Four 
speed cameras will be ro-
tated around 13 commu-
nity safety zones in Niag-
ara, including one on York 
Road by St. Davids Public 
School, and one on Niag-
ara Stone Road in front of 
Crossroads Public School, 
town councillors heard last 
week.

The traffic safety pro-
gram, called Vision Zero, 
also includes 10 red-light 
cameras in the region, 
which will be deployed at 
intersections around the 
region. Along with the 
four rotating photo radar 
units, the goal is to eventu-
ally eliminate injuries and 
deaths on Niagara roads to 
zero.

But before it can move 
forward, all 12 municipal-
ities have to agree to it, 
and so far, the majority of 
Grimsby councillors are 
opposed to the initiative.

Zalepa explains all mu-
nicipalities have to be on-
board to allow for a revised 
administration to Niagara 
region’s inter-municipal 
court agreement that deals 
with tickets, and how the 
revenue collected will be 
spent.

The program will cost 
an estimated $4 million 
to implement, which the 
region will pay for, says 
Zalepa. Moving forward, 
program costs would be 
funded by revenue from 
the tickets. Any revenue 
over and above program 
costs would be split 50-
50 among the region and 
lower-tier municipalities, 

to be used for road safety 
initiatives.

Zalepa wants to see the 
project move forward to 
increase road safety across 
the region, and believes it 
would be especially bene-
ficial to the rural munici-
palities, which suffer more 
critical collisions on rural 
roads with higher speed 
limits than in urban areas.

Once the municipalities 
have all voted — only Port 
Colborne has not — re-
gional councillors expect 
a report on how to move 
forward without the agree-
ment of all municipalities, 
but Zalepa says he hopes 
Grimsby will have another 
look at it and join the pro-
gram.

Judy MacPherson, the 
region’s transportation ser-
vices co-ordinator, spoke 
to NOTL councillors re-

cently and answered some 
of Grimsby’s concerns, in-
cluding that photo radar 
on regional roads might 
mean drivers would avoid 
them, increasing traffic on 
municipal roads.

MacPherson assured 
councillors that won’t be a 
problem, “due to the geo-
graphical setup of those 
roads.” Although the proj-
ect will start with regional 
roads, it is expected to ex-
pand to municipal roads as 
well, she said.

Ryall addressed the 
same issue, referencing the 
“halo effect” that should 
result from a change in 
drivers’ behaviours. In re-
sponse to a question by 
Coun. Allan Bisback, she 
said that will also influence 
drivers who come across 
the photo radar in other 
municipalities, with in-

creased driver awareness, 
which will increase traffic 
safety across the region.

Although school safety 
zones will be the first to 
be targeted with the four 
speed cameras, she said, 
that part of the project 
could expand to include 
community centres, long-
term care centres and oth-
er busy locations.

The red-light cameras 
are proven to reduce right 
angle collisions by 25 per 
cent, she said, “making 
streets safer for all users. 
It’s an effective means to 
stop drivers from running 
red lights.”

There are still details to 
be worked out, including 
how to proceed if Grimsby 
councillors don’t change 
their minds — Zalepa says 
he can’t imagine anyone 
not supporting road safety.

Penny Coles
The Local

John Bald
Broker

Team Leader
905 984 1110

Lolita Hale
Sales 

Representative
905 380 6410
Lifetime NOTL 

Resident

905 984 1110 
1 800 828 5381

www.johnbald.com or  
team@johnbald.com

Free Home Evaluation
Value $250.00

R E A L
E S TAT E
T E A M



11notllocal.com THE NOTLLocal                February 23, 2022

Pandemic caused delay of
some of this season’s events

March 24 is when it was 
supposed to happen.” 

“It was in honour of their 
father’s centennial two years 
ago,” adds Mori. “So now I 
guess it’s 102. They’re pretty 
busy making up dates. We 
are lucky to get them back 
here. We’ve never done a 
show that late — we’re usu-
ally done by May.”

Drummer Dan and bass-
ist Chris, both sons of Dave 
Brubeck, team up with gui-
tarist Mike DeMicco and pi-
anist Chuck Lamb for a mul-
timedia presentation paying 
homage to their famous 
patriarch, the composer of 
jazz classics such as Blue 
Rondo à la Turk and Take 
Five. Archival footage of the 
late pianist, who died a day 
before his 92nd birthday in 
2012, will be integrated with 
the quartet’s performance of 
their father’s music. 

Though the province 
will soon no longer be re-
quiring vaccine passports 
for indoor events, Spielden-
ner and Mori say they have 
entered into an agreement 
with the First Ontario PAC 
to continue to require them 
until the end of April. It’s a 
cautious approach that al-
lows concert-goers to ease 
into the live setting once 
again. Capacity limits will 
be lifted, however, by the 
first event on April 8.

The pair credit their sup-
porters for keeping Bravo 
Niagara! going through the 
pandemic. Like other arts 
organizations, they had to 
shift to a fully online mod-

el, unable to present any 
in-person performances 
until fall 2021, just before 
the omicron wave pushed 
people back into their 
homes.

“These concerts, and the 
recordings we’ve done over 
the last two years, would not 
have been possible without 
our corporate sponsors, 
government support and 
our patrons,” Spieldenner 
explains. “And we’ve re-
ceived some COVID relief, 
too. Without ticket sales all 
of that has been so import-
ant.”

Though the entire run 
of live performances takes 
place in St. Catharines, 
Mori promises that they are 
working on future presenta-
tions in NOTL for the near 
future. Pandemic capacity 
limits and requirements 
have made that virtually im-
possible the last two years. 
She adds that they may offer 
a shuttle service from the 
NOTL Public Library for 
some of the spring events if 
there is a demand for it. 

Lovers of classical music 
can purchase a new Maestro 
Series pass at 20 per cent off 
for all three live concerts. 
Alternatively, a Flex Pack 
saves Bravo Niagara! Fans 
25 per cent on a selection of 
any of the three to five clas-
sical and jazz concerts in the 
spring lineup.

Single tickets go on sale 
March 1. Youth and student 
tickets are half price. Visit 
bravoniagara.org for tickets 
and information.

2024.” 
For the TD Jazz Series, 

the mother-daughter team 
has teamed up once again 
with Céline Peterson for a 
tribute to her father, Canadi-
an jazz legend Oscar Peter-
son. The April 30 program 
features NOTL pianist Robi 
Botos, a Juno Award winner 
who learned much of his 
craft at Peterson’s Toronto 
home. He teams up with 
veterans of Oscar’s band — 
Jeff Hamilton on drums, 
Ulf Wakenius on guitar, and 
Dave Young on bass. 

As well, rising jazz guitar 
phenomenon Jocelyn Gould 
will join the quartet at the 
Recital Hall at the PAC. 
Gould’s 2021 release Ele-
gant Traveller is the reigning 
Juno Award winner for Jazz 
Album of the Year. Born and 
raised in Winnipeg, Gould 
completed a Masters Degree 
in Jazz Studies at Michigan 
State University and now 
teaches guitar at Humber 
College. 

One of those rescheduled 
presentations completes 
both the spring season and 
the TD Jazz Series on June 
22. Originally scheduled for 
March, 2020, the Brubeck 
Brothers Quartet bring their 
tribute to their father, well-
known jazz artist Dave Bru-
beck, to Partridge Hall.

“It was right at the be-
ginning of the lockdown,” 
Spieldenner says. “I think 

Continued from page 9

Jan Lisiecki, who signed a recording contract with Deutsche Grammaphon at only 15 years old, 
performs April 26 at the PAC’s Robertson Hall. (Christoph Kostlin)
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Kris Maddigan with Quarettto Gelato’s Colin Maier, Konstantin Popović, Matti Pulki, and Kirk 
Starkey. 

Not So Late Show a mix of comedy and music
Hosting a talk show is a 

natural extension of what 
Niagara-on-the-Lake co-
median and business owner 
Joe Pillitteri does on a reg-
ular basis. Even so, his role 
as the emcee for Music Ni-
agara Festival’s new Not So 
Late Show is a step in a fresh 
direction for the popular 
stand-up comic. 

“I’ve wondered a few 
times if this is something I 
could do if the opportunity 
was given to me,” Pillitteri 
tells The Local. “And then 
Music Niagara reached out 
to me and asked me to host. 
And I love the guys from 
Quartetto Gelato, they’re so 
talented. So it was an easy 
decision.”

The Local caught up to 
Pillitteri and Quartetto Ge-
lato, the Not So Late Show’s 
‘house band,’ at Yuk Yuk’s in 
Niagara Falls for the taping 
of their second instalment 
of the online talk show 
earlier this week. The con-
temporary online variety 
show seeks to engage with 
a diverse viewership across 
Niagara and Ontario with a 
thrilling mix of live music, 
comedy, and local hospital-
ity. 

“Each episode of the 
Not So Late Show features 
eclectic guests and a con-

versational atmosphere,”   
says Music Niagara’s general 
manager Karen Lade. “It’s 
all filtered through a local 
focus with a particular spot-
light on fellow businesses 
and arts organizations that 
have been impacted by the 
pandemic.”

The first three episodes 
are funded by a grant via 
Reconnect Ontario 2021 
and the St. Catharines Cul-
tural Investment Program. 
Episode one was filmed two 
weeks ago at the library at 
the Pillar and Post. Episode 
three is scheduled to be re-
corded in early March at 
Hernder Estates Winery in 
St. Catharines.

At the core of the show 
is the ease at which Pillitteri 
banters back and forth with 
the quartet, led by oboist 
Colin Maier. 

“Nothing’s forced with 
him,” Pillitteri says of Mai-
er. “When nothing’s forced 
with the person you’re 
bantering with, it’s so easy 
to make it flow naturally. 
You’re not trying to rescue 
each other.”

The pair first connected 
in August 2020 at a Music 
Niagara show that com-
bined Pilletteri’s comedy 
with the classical music, 
tangos, gypsy, klezmer, jazz 
and folk songs in the quar-
tet’s repertoire. It’s a perfect 
fit, as Maier and bandmates 

Konstantin Popović, Matti 
Pulki, and Kirk Starkey reg-
ularly engage their audienc-
es with an at times irrever-
ent sense of humour in their 
performances. 

Pillitteri displays an abil-
ity to engage with his guests 
and make them feel at ease. 
NOTL residents are familiar 
with how funny he is, and 
that comes through on the 
program. Though he says 
his favourite talk show hosts 
include Johnny Carson, 
Stephen Colbert, Conan 
O’Brien and David Letter-
man, he doesn’t try to chan-
nel any of them in this gig. 

Episode two of the Not 
So Late Show features Pil-
litteri sitting down to chat 
with comedian Ben Bankas, 
who also performs a stand-
up set. Marcel Morgenstern 
from Pondview at Bella 
Terra Vineyards (formerly 
Pondview Estate Winery) 
and Toronto musician Kris 
Maddigan, who has com-
posed the music for the 
enormously popular video 
game Cuphead, also take a 
chair beside the host.

His discussion with 
Morgenstern touches on the 
marketing expert’s efforts to 
support the local hospitality 
industry’s recovery through 
his creation of wheninni-
agara.com and the Restau-
rants of Niagara Facebook 
page. 

The conversation also 
delves into Morgenstern’s 
YouTube channel, which 
often features his children’s 
stop-motion Lego anima-
tions. Both Morgenstern 
and Pillitteri laugh about 
the fact that neither one has 
the patience of the kids to 
get beyond 10 frames. 

That segues nicely into 
Pillitteri’s conversation with 
Maddigan, a Regina, Sas-
katchewan native who has 
become one of the biggest 
names in video game scor-
ing in recent years. 

Maddigan’s childhood 
friends Chad and Jared 
Moldenhauer are the cre-
ators of Cuphead, a popular 
run-and-gun video game 
developed by their indepen-
dent studio MDHR. They 
enlisted the drummer/per-
cussionist to write music for 
their 2017 release. 

Visually, Cuphead fea-
tures graphics inspired by 
the golden age of Ameri-
can animation, such as the 
early works of Walt Disney 
Animation Studios and 
Fleischer Studios.

Maddigan tells Pillitteri 
the game has sold about 
six million copies and has 
even inspired a new Netflix 

animated series. It has also 
spawned a sequel coming 
this summer, Cuphead 2, for 
which Maddigan has once 
again composed music. He 
gathered about 120 musi-
cians to play on the score, 
which he describes as in the 
style of the big bands, such 
as those of Cab Calloway or 
Benny Goodman.

Maier is one of those 
musicians recruited for 
Cuphead 2. “When I told 
my son I was doing Cup-
head, Maier tells Maddigan 
and Pilliterri, “he was so ex-
cited. Honestly, with all the 
stuff I do, it’s the first thing 
he’s ever cared about. It’s fi-
nally something that’s rele-
vant to him.”

Of course, that leads to 
the opportunity for Mad-
digan to sit in on spoons 
with Quartetto Gelato on an 
outtake from the first game, 
called Tombstone Tango. 
Other musical guests for 
the second instalment of the 
show include Tanya Charles 
Iveniuk of the Odin Quartet 
and Music Niagara found-
er and artistic director Atis 
Bankas.

Through it all, Pillitteri 
keeps things flowing with 
his comedy. He had the 

musicians and the small 
crowd roaring at his stories 
of his parents embarrassing 
the entire family at his son 
Johnny’s hockey games. 

Bankas, Maier and Pil-
litteri are enjoying their col-
laboration. Pillitteri seems 
truly fascinated by the talent 
of the musicians. Maier and 
the quartet are clearly hav-
ing fun, as they always do 
on stage. Maier sees the talk 
shows as a chance to turn 
some new people on to the 
world of classical music. 

Says Lade, “the Niaga-
ra arts, live performance, 
and tourism sectors have 
all suffered dramatically as 
a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. This new pro-
gramming initiative seeks to 
alleviate some of the finan-
cial pressure on the region’s 
hardest hit industries while 
highlighting local Niagara 
businesses.”

Lade says they are hop-
ing to record more episodes 
in the future. The first three 
episodes of the Not So Late 
Show will be streamed on 
March 17, 24 and 31 at 7 
p.m. on Music Niagara’s 
website and YouTube chan-
nel. For more information 
visit musicniagara.org.  

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Joe Pillitteri interviews Marcel Morgenstern at Yuk Yuk’s, for a Music Niagara series. (Photos 
by Mike Balsom)

Payment may be made by mail or by drop off at the Town Municipal Offices at 
1593 Four Mile Creek Road (PO Box 100, Virgil ON L0S 1T0). A 24-hour mail slot 
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only after the Town has received settlement from the bank. Please allow ten (10) 
working days for payment processing.
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INTERIM FIRST INSTALLMENT 

DUE FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2022
Tax Rates as per Interim By-Law No. 5374-21
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Pam Farrell has a video explaining the importance of GROW. It can be seen at https://www.lore-
alparis.ca/en-ca/pam-farrell (Photo supplied)
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NOTL woman helping to feed low-income neighbourhood
$10,000 donation at stake
to support her organization

A unique food market in 
Niagara Falls is operating to 
help those with low incomes 
access fresh, healthy and af-
fordable food.

The founder of GROW 
Community Food Lit-
eracy Centre is a Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake woman, 
Pam Farrell, who with her 
husband operates a small-
scale farm on Line 9. They 
have horses, sheep and 
chickens, and grow vegeta-
bles. They moved to Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake in 2011, 
wanting a rural way of life, 
for themselves, and to bring 
up a family.

“It’s a beautiful town, 
with so much to offer,” she 
says. “It’s the prefect place 
for us.”

While teaching in Ni-
agara Falls, Farrell became 
aware of a neighbourhood 
of low-income families, with 
no affordable grocery store 
nearby — she considers it 
a “food desert,” ironic, she 
says, in a fruit belt.

Fresh food is a basic hu-
man right, Farrell believes, 

but unfortunately, for some, 
“it’s a privilege.” 

In 2019, Farrell creat-
ed the strategically located 
physical space — one that 
is bright and airy, organized 
like any food market, with 
lots of choice — that re-
sponds to food insecurity 
in an innovative way. Some 
of the produce is grown on 
her farm, and other local 
farmers also donate, she 
says, mentioning MacSween 
Farms (Quiet Acres) in par-
ticular, and Singing Tree 
Frog Farm. The MacSweens 
have donated hundreds  of 
vegetable seedlings to use 
in Farrell’s farm garden, and 
to hand out to members at 
GROW to get them involved 
in food literacy, she says. 
Singing Tree Frog Farm “has 
supported us with the most 
delicious organic produce, 
including heirloom toma-
toes,  squash, Swiss chard 
and more.” 

Anyone with proof of 
low income can shop at 
GROW, located at 4377 
Fourth Ave. in Niagara Falls, 
although its customers are 
mostly from the surround-
ing neighbourhood. Open 

Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., it is heavily subsidized 
through donations, without 
any government support, 
and focuses on fruits and 
vegetables, dairy, meat and 
fish, and meat and dairy al-
ternatives.

It’s a unique model, dif-
ferent from food banks, 
says Farrell, who believes it’s 
important for some people 
not to feel they are taking a 
handout.

“It’s a different way of ap-
proaching a food program. 
Only 25 per cent of people 
who are food insecure ac-
cess a food bank. In part 
because of the stigma that’s 
attached, for some people it’s 
a last resort.”

Food banks often have 
limited options, with fresh 
food or items for specialized 
diets hard to come by, she 
says. “We want to provide a 
balanced diet, whatever that 
may look like for people. We 
want them to have choices.”

One of eight households 
is food insecure in Canada, 
Farrell says, “and GROW is 
about to change that.”

She has recently had 
some assistance with that, in 
the form of a $10,000 dona-
tion.

Farrell has been cho-
sen as one of 10 honourees 
of the L’Oreal Paris 2022 
Woman of Worth program. 

This philanthropic initiative, 
L’Oreal explains, annually 
honours a group of strong, 
diverse, and passionate 
women leaders who imple-
ment change and bring hope 
to Canadians.

 As an honouree, Farrell 
has received $10,000 from 
L’Oreal Paris for GROW 
Community Food Litera-
cy Centre (www.growcflc.
com). As the volunteer ex-

ecutive director, Farrell is 
supported by a team of 25 
volunteers with varying 
backgrounds and skills. The 
funding will support food 
security programs and ini-
tiatives at GROW. 

But there is more to 
come, hopefully. The L’Oreal 
Woman of Worth program 
is donating another 10,000 
to a charity on behalf of one 
of the 10 women, to be cho-

sen the national honouree. 
Members of the public can 
vote online until March 6, 
with the winner to be an-
nounced March 8. A vote for 
Farrell could mean another 
$10,000 to support GROW’s 
mission, which would go a 
long way to feeding people, 
she says.

To vote, go to: https://
www.lorealparis.ca/en-ca/
women-of-worth.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Laurie Harley, Marie Gillespie and Vlad Haltigin, members of the NOTL Ambassadors leadership 
team, are hoping for more help. There is a training program coming up in March. Anyone interest-
ed in volunteering can email info@notl-ambassadors.ca. (Photo supplied) 
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Seasonal ambassadors program to be expanded 
Volunteers needed to
cover two-hour shifts

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Ambassadors is a volunteer 
program that is becoming a 
permanent, seasonal fixture 
in the Old Town, offering a 
friendly welcome to visitors 
as well as offering recom-
mendations about what to 
see and do while visiting.

The ambassador project 
was originally created in 
2020 to share pandemic pro-
tocols, such as mask-wear-
ing and physical distanc-
ing, with visitors, through 
a partnership between the 
town and Shaw Guild vol-
unteers.

Guild members remain 
involved, says Cheryl Mor-
ris, one of the lead team 
members of the program, 
with Tourism NOTL, and a 
steering committee of mem-
bers representing tourism 
sectors, has redesigned the 
project, based on some of 
the feedback from volunteer 
ambassadors over the last 
two summers.

Those who participated 
in the program, about 20 of 

whom will be back strolling 
Old Town streets beginning 
this May long weekend, 
had a lot of fun talking to 
visitors, Morris said, and 
thought the program was 
a great idea. But while they 
enjoyed the engagement 
with visitors, the ambassa-
dors learned tourists don’t 
always arrive having done a 
lot of advance planning, or 
wth information about what 
to do while they’re here. 
“They said they were often 
asked for information about 
what there is to do in town 
by visitors who were here 
for three hours, or here for 
three days. Now visitors can 
find that information all in 
one place. We’ve never had 
that where people can come 
up to us on the street.”

Training and orientation, 
involving several tourism 
partners, such as the winer-
ies, the Niagara Pumphouse 
Arts Centre and the NOTL 
Museum, will help ambassa-
dors do a better job of pro-
viding that information.

New this year will be 
a kiosk outside the Court 
House — not a permanent 

structure, but a table with 
signage, and a rack for fly-
ers, including a map — for 
ambassadors to help pass on 
that information.

Morris says they hope 
to attract a total of about 50 
volunteers to cover about six 
two-hour shifts throughout 
the tourism season, not all 
necessarily from NOTL but 
from around the region, 
who reflect the diversity of 
visitors as far as language 
and backgrounds.

There will be about four 
hours of training involved, 
plus some diversity and 
public safety instructions.

Some of the volunteers 
will stay at the Court House 
kiosk during their shift, 
others will walk around the 
Old Town to greet visitors 
and answer questions, says 
Morris. The program will 
support local businesses and 
organizations, “and share 
the passion we feel for our 
town.”

The ambassador pro-
gram steering commit-
tee looked at other places 
around the world which 
offer something similar for 
visitors, including Banff, Al-
berta, the province of Nova 
Scotia, and many areas in 
Europe, and then used some 
of what they learned as the 
basis of what they wanted to 
offer locally, Morris says. 

They also decided they 
would like to encourage am-
bassadors to share their own 
personal stories and recom-
mendations and favourite 
places to help visitors make 
the most of their time in 
town.

The town was fortunate 
to receive a grant that is 

helping to fund the revised 
program, including a new 
website which links to arts 
and culture venues, outdoor 
activities, information on 
visitor services, and oth-
er useful information, and 
also “really cool attire,” with 
a new look and a new logo, 
quite an improvement from 

the T-shirts and vests of the 
last two years, says Morris, 
who was tasked with mak-
ing a decision and ordering 
the clothing in a very tight 
time-line.

Anyone interested in 
becoming a NOTL Ambas-
sador can contact them at 
info@notl-ambassadors.ca.

Penny Coles
The Local

Shop Local! 
Introducing Niagara Food Specialties all natural Prosciutto, 

Soppressata, Salami & Porchetta  
(available in-store only)

Butter Extra Virgin Olive Oil  
50% off Feb 21 - 25

Black Currant Dark Balsamic  
Free with $65 purchase Feb 26 & 27

50% off Feb 28 - March 4

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
118 Queen St., NOTL  |  289.868.8898

olivniagara.com
N I A G A R A

Monday to Friday - 8 am to 5 pm, 
Saturday 8 am - 12 pm  

Place your order in advance and 
we can have it ready for you. 

Call 905-468-2412.

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
Open for in-store shopping 

(5 Customers at a time)

WINE BOUTIQUE 
& TASTING BAR

Open 7 Days a Week
Wine Tastings 
Offered Daily

Reservations Strongly 
Recommended for Wine Tasting

THE   
FARMHOUSE 

CAFÉ
Open For 

Lunch Daily
Reservations Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give us a call to book 
905-468-8814

Bring this ad in for 10% off lunch  
on any Monday, Tuesday or  

Wednesday in February
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The rest of the school building is not significant, but the original 1914 portion should be preserved for an adapted use, says Queen-
ston Residents Association president Jim Armstrong. (File photo)
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Queenston residents expected to have strong opinions
Will likely want to be involved
in development proposals

Queenston residents can 
be expected to have strong 
opinions about the future 
of the former Laura Secord 
School property, with the 
residents’ association plan-
ning on putting together an 
official position in the com-
ing weeks.

The board of the Willow-
bank School of Restoration 
Arts has announced it will 
put the Queenston proper-
ty, now known as the lower 
campus, up for sale, having 
decided there is no need for 
it in the future of Willow-
bank.

Jim Armstrong, presi-
dent of the Queenston Res-
idents Association, says at 
this point he expects their 
board “will be looking for 
adherence to the Queenston 
Secondary Plan, and an ar-
chitecturally sympathetic 
development.”

Although Armstrong 
and board members were 
told of the impending sale 
of the property before the 
announcement was made 
public, they have not yet 
met with Willowbank 
Board members, he says. 
He has been away in re-
cent weeks, and has had 
emails back and forth with 
QRA board members, but 
has not yet had time to de-
velop a position. Villagers 
support Willowbank and 
its survival into the future, 
and he doesn’t expect the 
association will try to block 
development, “which would 
not be productive,” but will 
be watching closely to see 
the kind of development is 
proposed — the last thing 
they would want is a repeat 
of what is happening on the 
Parliament Oak property in 

the Old Town.
He describes a situation 

that is occurring at that 
site and has been typical 
with other developments in 
town — a developer prom-
ises something appropriate 
and respective of the sur-
rounding neighbourhood, 
and then presents a plan 
neighbours say “wow, this 
doesn’t fit at all.” The pro-
cess continues, going back 
and forth with concessions 
made by the developer, res-
idents at loggerheads, and 
hopefully gets to the point 
of something everyone can 
live with.

“It is a key piece of real 
estate,” he says of the Laura 
Secord site, “so what hap-
pens there will be of interest 
and concern to the villagers 
in general, no doubt.”

Armstrong says it’s been 
obvious to villagers in recent 
years that the property “was 
an albatross around the 
neck” of Willowbank, which 
wasn’t using it or maintain-
ing it — for example, he 
says, the original portion 
of the school “desperately 
needs a new roof.”

Willowbank purchased 
the building in 2012 through 
a partnership with the town, 
planning on using it to ex-
pand restoration arts classes.

But a decade later, af-
ter a thorough analysis and 
review of the future direc-
tion of Willowbank and 
its School of Restoration 
Arts, board vice-chair John 
Scott says the lower cam-
pus was “vastly underused” 
during the last decade, and 
the building deserves to be 
maintained, in good repair, 
with a role to play that will 
benefit the community. Wil-
lowbank has shown good 
stewardship of the property, 
he added, “but that takes a 

lot of resources.”
The property and the 

school building have a her-
itage designation, but it is 
really only the original, 1914 
part of the school, designed 
by prominent architect A.E. 
Nicholson, that is significant 
and worth preserving, he 
says. “It needs to be taken 
care of and preserved,” he 
says, and hopefully adapted 
for a use that can be part of 
the future of the property. 
“The old building is the real 
jewel in the village, and we 
would want to be sure there 
is some readaptive use for it.

But the newer portion 
is not significant historical-
ly, nor is the architecture 
particularly interesting, he 
adds. “We’d have no issue 
whatsoever with that com-
ing down. It doesn’t add 
anything to the 1914 build-
ing.”

He says there is also like-
ly to be discussion about 
what would be considered 

appropriate development 
for the property. “We sure 
wouldn’t want glass towers 
or square boxes.” Again, he 
says, they would be looking 
for adherence to the second-
ary plan, which calls for any 
development to resect the 
nature of the neighbour-
hood, referring specifically 
to details such as height and 
architectural style.

Although there is no 
guarantee that will have the 
desired effect, it worked 
when Willowbank original-
ly planned to build a row of 
townhouses on part of the 
property, which residents 
opposed.

In 2016, a design was 
presented for six townho-
mes on the parcel then slat-
ed for development. Many 
residents were opposed to 
the “massive wall of town-
houses” that was proposed, 
which didn’t fit in with the 
surrounding homes, he says. 
“Members of the QRA, and 

lots of other residents, were 
livid about it.”

A public meeting was 
held, the town turned down 
the proposal, and in the 
end, the property was di-
vided and sold for three sin-
gle-family homes, with no 
objections, says Armstrong.

But over the years, many 
charming little villages like 
Queenston have been “com-
pletely swallowed by cook-
ie-cutter developments. We 
don’t want that, and don’t 
want to see Trump Towers.”

At this point, he says, 
there continues to be email 
discussions with board 
members, but not a huge re-
sponse from residents. It is 
early in the process for that, 
with no idea of what may be 
proposed, but the board will 
be looking to ensure all vil-
lagers, members of the QRA 
and others, “have a voice in 
what is going on. We would 
be proposing a public meet-
ing to see what they want to 

do. Villagers might not nec-
essarily be worried now, but 
down the road there will be 
a lot of interest.”

Scott, the Willowbank 
board member overseeing 
the sale, said earlier this 
week the school site is still 
not listed — it takes a long 
time to put a property of 
that size on the market. He 
has spoken with Lord May-
or Betty Disero about coun-
cil’s concerns, which include 
wanting to meet with the 
Willowbank Board to dis-
cuss the future of the Laura 
Secord site, and with Arm-
strong.

While the Willowbank 
board “will not be steering 
the sale,” members share the 
same concerns, he says.

“We want to be good 
neighbours. We expect to 
be there for a long time, and 
we have a keen interest that 
the purchaser will do some-
thing complimentary to the 
village of Queenston.”

Penny Coles
The Local
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The NOTL Horticultural Society is looking for gardens to be part of their 2022 Garden Tour, which will be held July 9. This beautiful garden is from their last event, 
in 2019. (Photo supplied)
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Hort society looking for gardens for this year’s tour
Would like 25 to 30 gardens,
with some in every village

The Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake Horticul-
tural Society is planning its 
30th annual garden tour, 
which will be quite different 
from previous years.

Instead of the usual 
eight gardens chosen by a 
committee, the horticultur-
al society is asking NOTL 
residents to nominate their 
garden, or one of a family 
member, friend, or neigh-
bour, that visitors would ap-
preciate the chance to visit 
on July 9, the day chosen for 
this summer’s event.

The “open tour” is a way 
to celebrate the milestone 
anniversary, the reopening 
after two years in a pan-
demic, and to recognize the 
town’s proclamation that 
2022 is the Year of the Gar-
den, says garden tour com-
mittee chair Cindy Grant.

With two years of the 
tour cancelled due to 
COVID putting off the 30th 
anniversary celebration, this 
year seemed the right time 
to branch out and try some-
thing different, says Grant.

To add to the celebratory 
nature of the tour, it will 
be free. “Since we have not 
been able to have the tour in 
the last two years, the soci-
ety wants to give back to the 
community, and the broad-
er gardening community 
this year.”

Committee members are 
hoping for 25 to 30 gardens 
for the self-guided tour, and 
having five in each of the five 
communities of NOTL, and 
in the rural areas. Hopeful-
ly there will be clusters of 
gardens, so visitors don’t 

have to drive too far, and 
some new gardens for them 
to see which have not been 
involved in former tours, of 
the horticultural society or 
the Shaw Guild — in pre-
vious years there has been 
overlap. “In the past it’s been 
mostly Old Town gardens, 
and it’s becoming slim pick-
ings to get new, interesting 
gardens and garden owners 
who will agree,” says Grant.

The open tour model, 
which is done in many oth-

er areas, including a popular 
one held annually in Buffa-
lo, NY,  will showcase a wide 
selection of gardens. Tour 
guests will be invited to visit 
and enjoy gardens at their 
leisure throughout the day.

It’s been especially dif-
ficult to get garden owners 
onboard during COVID 
— many have been hesitant 
about having their gardens 
crowded with visitors, says 
Grant.

She hopes, and expects, 
to have a similar turnout 
as other years, with about 
1,200 visitors, but gardens 
should be less crowded 
since there will be more of 

them, spread over a larger 
area.

Some aspects of the 
tour are being scaled back, 
as the committee tries to 
keep it simple — there will 
be no flashy coloured fly-
ers, although a map will be 
provided, and no associated 
events or entertainment in 
the gardens. 

Whatever pandemic 
protocols are in place will 
be followed, and even if 
vaccination passports are 
no longer required by the 
province, the committee 
will have to make a deci-
sion about whether to re-
quest them anyway for the 

comfort of garden owners, 
volunteers and participants, 
says Grant.

The committee is look-
ing for all types of gardens 
– perennial, annual, organ-
ic, pollinator or butterfly, 
water garden, cottage, mod-
ern, small, or even vegetable 
gardens. They also want to 
know which gardens are ac-
cessible, but that will not be 
a limitation to signing up.

Committee members 
will do some vetting to en-
sure gardens will be inter-
esting for visitors, Grant 
added.

“Your garden does not 
have to be perfect or ‘done’ 

– we’re looking for all types 
of gardeners’ gardens that 
our visitors can learn from 
and enjoy. You do not have 
to commit your entire gar-
den to the tour – we can 
showcase just the front or 
the back garden or even a 
garden at the side of your 
home.”

If you would like to sub-
mit your garden for consid-
eration in the Open Gar-
den Tour on Saturday, July 
9, please submit the form, 
which can be found at www.
notlhortsociety.com/gar-
den-tour-2022-sign-up, no 
later than Tuesday, March 
15.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Students look to nature for playground entertainment

Region, mayors agree to join Coalition of Inclusive Municipalities

 Here’s a wild one for you.

As an outdoor guide for the 

District School Board of Niag-

ara, I was deployed out of the 

woods, and into a Niagara Falls 

elementary school to assist with 

the pandemic reopening. 

I could write scores of arti-

cles about what I did, saw, and 

experienced during these past 

two weeks. I was on the front-

line of the very situation that 

we’ve all been talking and hear-

ing about. I promised myself 

I would be there for the kids 

and teachers in the best capaci-

ty I could, during a transitional 

time.
Although I was no longer 

socializing with oaks and ma-

ples, I felt welcomed and com-

fortable within an instant at this 

school. The staff and students 

made the building feel like 

home, with a seamless transi-

tion. I feel both spiritually and 

professionally fulfilled by these 

two weeks.
It seems my hours logged in 

the woods have stuck to me, and 

the woods follow me from time 

to time. I was curious to see how 

I could make the most of nature 

On Friday, Sept. 18, I was 

honoured to be a speaker at 

the signing ceremony where 

the Region and all 12 munic-

ipalities joined the Canadian 

Coalition of Inclusive Munic-

ipalities.
Dr. Liette Vasseur applaud-

ed the move. “As president of 

the Canadian Commission for 

UNESCO, I am thrilled that 

the Niagara Region has joined 

this network, which includes 

cities, regional governments, 

and smaller communities 

across the country,” said Vas-

seur. “Sadly, racism continues 

to plague communities across 

Canada. By joining our coa-

within an urban schoolyard, 

and hopefully leave a lasting im-

pression on some kids during 

the two weeks I had there.

While I was spray paint-

ing the lines that separate the 

cohorts of students out in the 

soccer field for recess, I noticed 

some divots in the ground. 

Some of the younger kids had 

taken to digging into the grass. 

There are no trees, sports toys, 

or games of tag going on. So, to 

the soil they go.
The little kids call me over 

to the chunk of soil and grass 

they’ve carved up. They pull it 

over. A few worms and a beetle 

larvae (grub) lie exposed on the 

dirt. Their curiosity is ramped 

up for such a simple but creative 

discovery. It made me happy to 

see this moment unfold.

While they gaze upon the 

closed playground and gym just 

yards away from where they 

play, the kids get inventive with 

their environment. It’s probably 

been a long time since kids dug 

up bugs in the soccer field and 

found it fascinating. 

“Mr. B, why does this worm 

have . . . legs?” asks an excited 

student.
“It’s not a worm. It has those 

little legs and mouth parts be-

cause it’s actually a baby beetle, 

basically.”
A couple shrieks, a couple 

oohs and aws, and they learned 

something new.
As I wear a mask and walk 

lition, Niagara Region and its 

communities are committing 

to join others in fighting rac-

ism and discrimination in all 

its forms. Living in Niagara, I 

am looking forward to seeing 

the accomplishments that the 

municipalities can make.”

With this signing, there are 

now 83 municipalities across 

Canada who have joined the 

coalition.  
Jim Bradley, regional chair, 

said, “Those of us who hold 

elected positions must strive 

to hold ourselves to a higher 

standard, not only recognizing 

privilege, but also strengthen-

ing our resolve to learn, listen 

and take action to build an 

inclusive and welcoming Ni-

agara. This declaration is our 

shared commitment to work 

toward policies that eradicate 

racism and discrimination, 

and promote human rights 

and diversity.”
Lord Mayor Betty Disero 

back toward the building for in-

door duties, and I see some kids 

looking at these “super giant 

mosquitoes” on the side of the 

school portables. We’ve all seen 

them without knowing what 

they are. They show up in show-

ers, corners of the barn, and on 

the cottage dock. These are to-

tally harmless crane flies. 

 I tell the kids, “these flies 

aren’t even related to mosqui-

toes. They just look like huge 

mosquitoes, but they’re not, 

and they can’t even hurt peo-

ple. Look at how tall and skinny 

they are, like a crane. Mosqui-

toes can’t even get this big, ever!” 

If you Google crane fly, 

you’ll be surprised how many 

times you’ve seen this harmless 

“super giant mosquito” in your 

own house.
I go outside to my van in the 

parking lot, remove the mask 

and sip some coffee on my 

break. The radio tells me how 

many COVID cases were re-

ported in Ontario today, but my 

heart tells me to focus on what 

matters, the next generation. 

Heading back indoors once 

again, I see a giant praying man-

tis on the wall of the school. It’s 

just out of reach. I could catch it 

and do the ultimate show-and-

tell for these kids. I kind of have 

to.
Imagine me, masked up and 

leaping up and down the wall 

like a cat chasing a fly. Looks 

like Spiderman gone wrong. I 

told The Local that signing the 

declaration is, to her, “signifi-

cant on all levels. It is how we 

all should be living our lives, 

with tolerance, understanding 

and compassion.”

To that end, the municipal-

ity has an inclusivity commit-

tee, with members working 

on a review of town policies. 

When completed, Disero said, 

the committee will be making 

recommendations to town 

council, a positive next step.

Among the other speak-

ers at the regional signing was 

Rashmi Biswas, a member of 

the Gender Equity Task Force 

of Niagara. “We cannot talk 

about inequity without exam-

ining intersectionality. Not all 

women are mothers, married, 

heterosexual, or white,” she 

said. “The pandemic has high-

lighted the social and econom-

ic inequities facing women in 

general, and women of colour 

in particular. Joining the coa-

gently swept the five-inch insect 

off the wall, and from there, the 

praying mantis walked around 

on my hands and coffee cup 

while I showed it to all the kids 

at recess. 
I must have showed 100 

people, the praying mantis 

seemingly understanding its 

universal truth that it can be 

part of an important education-

al moment. 
A few kids hover around 

when I visit their cohort. The 

praying mantis leaps off of my 

hands and then flies. Did you 

know they can fly? It’s rarely wit-

nessed, but they are more than 

capable. 
The visually terrifying crea-

ture then landed on the face of a 

Grade 2 kid. He goes cross-eyed 

and bug-eyed at once — the 

look of surprise and unsureness 

equally as pronounced. Within 

one second, he tried to swipe it 

but chickened out. I reached out 

and grabbed it in an instant. The 

boy then proceeded to run a few 

laps within his area, laughing 

and shrieking about the wild-

ness of that experience.

Phew! He handled it like a 

champion.
I later saw the same kid 

talking to his vice-principal 

about the experience with that 

classic story-telling grin. 

I’ll never forget the visual 

of walking up the invisible hall-

ways in the soccer field. I had 

helped spray paint these fields, 

lition demonstrates that Ni-

agara Region recognizes the 

importance of inclusivity and 

is committed to addressing 

equity for the whole commu-

nity.”
Riley Zimak, director of 

the Fort Erie Native Friend-

ship Centre, also spoke at the 

event. “On behalf of the Fort 

Erie Native Friendship Centre, 

we are very happy to see this 

day occur, where the ancestors 

of those who helped form this 

country, work with this com-

munity and continue to be the 

inclusive community we all 

love,” said Zimak.

Although this is a fantastic 

step forward, and it’s great to 

see every single mayor repre-

sented, I focused my remarks 

more on what we must do next 

than simply signing a piece of 

paper.
This is not just a black/

white issue. It must be seen as 

more than that, as discrimina-

kids on my left and right leaning 

in to see the praying mantis with 

maximum interest, their toes up 

against the white lines. 

As I walk between the rect-

angular cohorts, I notice a pecu-

liar phenomenon. Only two of 

them have access to a tree. 

It was a remarkable obser-

vation to see how much physi-

cal activity and curiosities cen-

tred around the one tree. It’s a 

little tree, too. Kids would meet 

there and chat. They’d hang off 

the one or two little branches, 

fan the leaves, and make leaf or 

grass “hats.” Let’s remember, the 

closed playground and gym are 

tion comes in all shapes, sizes, 

ethnicities, ages, genders and 

sexual orientations.

We often speak about how 

we need to stop discrimination 

of all kinds, but we seem to 

only be pointing to incidents 

between groups. There is also 

discrimination within groups 

that we need to address before 

we can solve this problem.

Ninety-eight per cent of 

all of humanity is made up of 

good, caring individuals who 

simply want to get along as 

they make their way through 

this journey called life. But, 

there is a small minority that 

creates problems for the rest 

of us, yes, the two per cent.  

These individuals are present 

in all groups in our society.

There are LGBTQ people 

who discriminate within our 

community. There are blacks 

who discriminate against 

blacks. There are religions who 

discriminate against other re-

just yards away, out of reach, but 

not really. 
     My takeaway from this 

experience is that kids are truly 

meant to be with nature.

     When they aren’t allowed 

to play tag, they resort to ripping 

up grass and throwing it at their 

friends. I was really impressed 

with the creative approach. 

     The symbology is at the 

fingertips of the youth when 

they rip the grass up from the 

earth. Even when field trips and 

singing and playgrounds are de-

nied, nature is always going to be 

there as an effervescent source, 

even during these strange times.

ligions even within their own 

sect. Discrimination is prev-

alent in every single group, 

something we need to recog-

nize and call out. And it is this 

two per cent that creates most 

of the issues within the groups 

that are the problem.

Remember that Bible 

quote that says we need to take 

the plank out of our eye before 

we try to take the sliver out of 

our neighbour’s eye?

So, my challenge to those 

who are fighting to get a seat 

at the table, please don’t stop 

others from getting their seat 

at the same table. Do some 

self-examination to see if you 

are part of the two per cent, or 

the 98 per cent. 

Ted Mouradian is the pres-

ident of the 2% Factor Inc. and 

creator of the Law of Cooper-

ative Action.  He is an author 

and professional speaker and 

can be reached at ted@the2per-

centfactor.com

As Owen Bjorgan relaxes against a tree near downtown NOTL, he 

thinks about today’s youth learning about nature as school play-

grounds remain off limits to them. (Owen Bjorgan)

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

The opinions expressed in submitted commentary, and letters to the editor, 

are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of The NOTL Local.

Starting October 19, 2020

Changes are coming

to waste collection

Learn more at

niagararegion.ca/waste  

Waste Info-Line 

905-356-4141 | 1-800-594-5542

Ted Mouradian
Special to The Local
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This week I look at the 
third week of November, the 
week of the Sun moving from 
sexy Scorpio into all-knowing 
Sagittarius on Friday, Nov. 22, 
and the New Moon in Sagit-
tarius on Tuesday, Nov. 26. 
And more.

Thursday Nov. 21: On 
this last full day of Scorpio for 
2019 we see the Moon move 
from discriminating Virgo 
into balancing Libra just be-
fore midnight. It’s a day when 
Mars and Chiron make a con-
nection which can bring some 
healing opportunities to those 
in need of physical help. Or 
maybe with help at work. The 
‘sock it to me girl’ from Rowan 
and Martin’s Laugh-In, Goldie 
Hawn, celebrates number 74 
today. Her acting career has 

been enduring and rarely fal-
tering and she likes Canada a 
lot with homes in British Co-
lumbia and Muskoka.

Friday Nov. 22: The Sun 
moves from the sexy constel-
lation Scorpio into all-know-
ing Sagittarius at 9:59 a.m. 
It’s the start of a month of all 
things big, especially ideas 
and deeds. Today, the Moon 
in Libra adds a friendly and 
more laid-back edge to the 
proceedings, but still may 
push for improvements that 
are not easy to accept. The 
Great One, Wayne Gretzky, 
was inducted into the Hock-
ey Hall of Fame on this day in 
1999, his jersey, number 99, 
retired forever by the NHL. 
And it was Friday Nov. 22, 
1963 that John F. Kennedy 
was shot in Dallas, Texas.

Saturday Nov. 23: While 
the Moon continues her tran-

sit though the sign of Libra, 
Mercury and Venus and the 
Sun and Chiron make con-
nections that, while some-
what stressful, if well-handled 
promise improved relation-
ships, more money and heal-
ing of old wounds. This is 
Wayne Gretzky’s week. On 
Nov. 23, 1988, he scored his 
600th goal! And super quar-
terback, Doug Flutie, threw 
his “Hail Flutie” end-to-end 
pass for Boston College on 
this day in 1984.

Sunday Nov. 24: What a 
mixed bag of events we see in 
the sky today. First, the Moon 
moves from laid back Libra 
into intense Scorpio just past 
midnight. Then Venus and 
Jupiter are together in Scorpio 
before sunrise, which brings 
good fortune in relationships 
for all. Just before noon, Mars 
in Scorpio is opposite to Ura-

nus in Taurus bringing sud-
den change which could be 
dangerous either as in an ac-
cident of note – or a warning 
about a health matter. Later in 
the day the Sun in Sagittari-
us makes a tense connection 
with Saturn in Capricorn sug-
gesting it’s time to come clean 
with yourself. And finally the 
Moon and Mercury connect 
at the same place in the sign 
of Scorpio bringing a meet-
ing of heart and mind. On 
Sunday, Nov. 24, 1963, Lee 
Harvey Oswald was shot and 
killed on live TV. 

Monday Nov. 25: The 
changes continue today as 
Venus moves from outgoing 
Sagittarius to commanding 
Capricorn while the Sun in 
Sagittarius makes a stressful 
connection to Uranus in Tau-
rus bringing an opportunity to 
change direction on some long 

term goals. If we are up for the 
challenge of change. Married 
with Children star, Christina 
Applegate turns 48 today.

Tuesday Nov. 26: The 
Moon moves from secretive 
Scorpio into sassy Sagittarius 
today in preparation for the 
New Moon which happens 
at 10:05 this morning. It’s the 
start of a new lunar month, a 
day of new beginnings where 
intuition is strong and confi-
dence is high. Happy birthday 
number 102 to the National 
Hockey League, and It was 
Nov. 26, 1922 that the brilliant 
cartoonist who gave us Pea-
nuts, Charles M. Shulz, was 
born. Also  Nov. 26, 1922, the 
discovery of King Tut’s Tomb 
opened up a new era in fasci-
nation with all things ancient 
Egyptian, an interest that is 
ongoing even up to today.

Wednesday Nov. 27: Back 

on June 21, Neptune, plan-
et of Pisces and ruler of all 
things unconscious, began to 
move in retrograde motion. 
Today Neptune turns direct, 
unleashing positive energy 
and making dreams come 
true. Bill Nye, the science guy, 
turns 64 today.

Next week I look at the 
last week of November, and 
the start of December. Also 
the week of the First Quarter 
Moon in Pisces on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4.

And please visit my website 
www.LookingUpWithBill.com.

It’s all new with a new pod-
cast featuring the connections 
between the planets, the astro-
logical signs and the houses of 
your horoscope. As well as the 
cosmic news for all seven days 
of the week. 

As Joni said: We are stardust. 
We are golden. So shine on!

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology

How one mosquito can change your life

This double feature of un-
nerving stories, I promise, were 
worse for me than for those 
about to read them. My lifestyle 
and career see me outdoors sev-
en days a week, so when I have 
the spare time to enhance the 
adventures, I usually go all in.

The first time I went “all in” 
set the tone for the cold, wet, 
and sometimes painful stories I 
will now tell you about. In hind-
sight, they are all positive stories 
for me now that were created by 
time in nature. They come bud-
ding with valuable lessons, too.

I was nearly 10 years old 
here in NOTL, enjoying the 
newfound liberties of parental 
trust and walkie talkies. Alone, 
as I still like to go sometimes, I 
followed the creek down and off 
the yard, where it crossed un-
der a couple of roads and then 
broadened out into a beautiful 
floodplain. It was March, and 
ice was still sealing the deal in 
our forests. 

When a large tree falls, it 
takes up the roots and earth 

with it, leaving behind a deep 
depression or hole in the 
ground where it once valiantly 
stood. Sometimes, these holes 
inevitably fill up with water. 
They become little ecosystems 
unto themselves, occasionally a 
few feet deep.

I accidentally tread on one 
of these frozen pits and it gave 
way immediately. My snowsuit 
and little body pierced directly 
through the ice. I remember the 
cold water seeping in through 
the wool and cotton and touch-
ing my warm body. Slowly, 
getting heavier, I remember 
the cold soup up to my chest 
and its putrid smell, my elbows 
and head thankfully well above 
the ice. My feet kicked off the 
bottom where worms, rotting 
leaves, and hibernating frogs 
probably rested. I got out pretty 
easily, but pretty damned cold.

Apparently I developed a 
strange affinity for this feeling. I 
learned to gain mastery over mis-
ery in outdoor conditions, because 
misery can beat you up faster than 
the weather itself sometimes. 

I not only found joy, but 
personal growth and stamina 
in my years of winter camping, 
intentionally hiking in storms, 
hence why I also love the annual 
Penguin Dip in NOTL.

Living in Canada, of all 

places, most of us are fortunate 
enough to go our entire lives 
without getting hypothermia.  

Here’s how you can get it: go 
hiking for four days straight in 
early spring when rain is falling 
but snow is still on the ground. 
Sleep alone in the tent, but wake 
up next to the exact same foe ev-
ery morning – this grey, heavy, 
biting presence of wind and rain 
that’s waiting outside again. Get 
directly rained on all day so hard 
that even your sponsored gear 
seems to have given up on the sit-
uation. 

Rinse, dry, repeat – minus 
the drying. 

Wake up, eat some cold 
food, and put on the least wet 
pair of socks and sweater you 
can find. The one thing I ex-
perienced on that Bruce Trail 
expedition in 2014 was that 
neither the weather nor I slept 
much those first few nights, and 
I found myself physically and 
mentally exhausted.

The cold came creeping 
from the inside out. It felt like 
the inside of my bones had 
turned into the same wet clothes 
I was wearing. My muscles felt 
porous to the cold, as the feel-
ing trickled its way through my 
body like a spilt drink, slowly 
running across a table top. This 
was only the beginning.

My emergency contacts 
picked me up from a road to-
ward which I had bushwhacked. 
I thanked them immensely, and 
then I may have drained their 
whole hot water tank in their 
cottage. I didn’t believe standing 
in a hot shower and chattering 
my teeth for hours was possible. 
The core temperature returned 
about a day later, but my body 
was damaged. Let’s say I needed 
to run off of the trail or out of 
my tent almost 15 times a day.  

The elements of nature 

certainly have potential to sur-
round and influence us, and 
that includes the living organ-
isms that come paired with 
these environments. When I’m 
not cold and wet in Canada, I’m 
hot and drenched in the tropics, 
my favourite playground.

After a five-day excursion 
into a tropical section of the An-
des mountains in Ecuador, I came 
back to civilization with more 
than just notes about the weather.

I woke up and thought I was 
nursing a mild hangover, as my 

return to the city the night prior 
was filled with much-appreciat-
ed calories and adult beverages 
(it was an epic hike). But noth-
ing too crazy, so why did I feel 
like death in the morning?

Turns out a mosquito car-
rying the Dengue Fever virus 
sunk its proboscis (that’s the 
needle-like mouth part) into a 
bare patch of my skin at some 
point on that trip. The virus 
which causes the fever began 

This is a massive ceiba tree, says Owen Bjorgan, tucked into the Andean mountains of Ecuador. It might be the largest living thing in the rainforest. In contrast, a mosquito from the same area nearly ruined his trip and changed his life, says Bjorgan. (Owen Bjorgan)

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

Continued on page 8

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact us today. There are just a few dates 

left for this premium position for 2O22! 
NOTL businesses: Call Karen at 

9O5.641.5335 or email karen@notllocal.com
Businesses outside NOTL: Call Julia at 

9O5.934.1O4O or email julia@notllocal.com
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The NOTL Museum’s Katelynn Best is digitizing and uploading a portion of the vast collection of 
items. (Photos supplied)
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Medical side of history is always well documented
The Niaga-

ra-on-the-Lake Museum’s 
Virtual Lecture Series con-
tinues next week with the 
Apothecaries to Pharma-
cies  – Prescriptions, Po-
tents, and Healthy Herbs.

Digitization coordinator 
Katelynn Best will be taking 
the audience on an intrigu-
ing investigation into the 
history of medicines. 

Best received her BA in 
classical and Near Eastern 
archaeology from Wilfred 
Laurier University, and a 
certificate in museum and 
gallery studies from Geor-
gian College. In October, 
2021, she was hired to dig-
itize and upload a portion 
of the museum’s vast collec-
tion of items, a project made 
possible by a generous grant 
from the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation.  

“Digitization is an ab-
solute necessity,” said man-
aging director and curator 
Sarah Kaufman. “But it’s 
also costly and time-con-
suming. Thanks to Trillium, 
we’re able to make this huge 
investment for the museum 
and the entire community.”

With such an extensive 
collection that includes 
large maps and giant post-
ers, to tiny hand-written 
labels from tincture jars, 
the digitization of the mu-
seum’s collection is a major 
undertaking. To date, Best 
estimates only 17 per cent 
of the collection has been 
uploaded, but the goal is to 
increase that to at least 30 
per cent. “It might be a lofty 
goal, but we are hopeful,” 
says Best. At the moment, 
she is the only person work-

ing on the project, but the 
museum is hoping to add 
to the staff as the year pro-
gresses. 

She explains that with 
the Trillium grant the mu-
seum was able to purchase 
larger equipment, and now 
has different methods to 
handle more delicate items. 
“It is hard to put a crum-
bling piece of paper on a 
regular scanner,” she says. 
“These scanners handle 
everything from journals, 
ledgers and letters, to legal 
documents, maps and im-
ages, dating back 200 years 
and more,” said Best. 

This project will help 
to preserve the collection 
as well as increase the mu-
seum’s online presence on 
their own website and on 
platforms such as Google 
Arts & Culture. Museums 
around the world are invest-
ing in their online program-
ming, and the NOTL Muse-
um’s collection of more than 
50,000 artifacts is one of the 
most unique in Canada, at-
tracting online visitors from 
all parts of the globe. “Digi-
tization is key to helping us 
grow our online presence,” 
said Kaufman. “We receive 
at least 200 access requests 
per year, and it’s growing all 
the time.”

To decide what gets digi-
tized, Best works from a pri-
ority list that includes items 
or collections that are most 
frequently requested for re-
search, and items that are 
needed for upcoming ex-
hibits. It was not a large list 
of items at the beginning, 
but it keeps on growing, she 
said. Best explains much of 
the museum’s collections 
is separated and organized 
into boxes, and each box of 

artifacts is a new adventure 
for her. It was a box of items 
from the Niagara Apothe-
cary that inspired her up-
coming lecture. 

When she was tasked 
with digitizing an item from 
the box that was on the pri-
ority list, she found 16 dif-
ferent labels for medicine 
bottles, which intrigued her. 
She soon discovered many 
other medical treasures. The 
museum also has some bot-
tles, tools and equipment 
from the Niagara Apoth-
ecary in their collection. 
The Niagara Apothecary 
on Queen Street in Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake operated 
from 1820  to 1964 and 
opened as a museum in 
1971. Although she does 
not have a specific interest 
in medicine, these items 
sparked her curiosity about 
the apothecary, the prod-
ucts they sold, and the 
history of apothecaries as 
well as their connection 
to modern-day pharma-
cies. She also notes that the 
medical side of history is 
always well documented. 
“If you eat a mushroom 
and you die, someone will 
write a paper on it. If you 
eat a mushroom and it does 
something great, someone 
will write a paper on that 
too.” 

Join Best as she presents 
her findings in her lecture 
into the history of the me-
dicinal world of “prescrip-
tions, potents and healthy 
herbs, Wednesday, March 2 
at 11 a.m.

Registration is required 
at www.notlmuseum.ca. 
For more information con-
tact Amy Klassen at 905-
468-3912 or by email at   
aklassen@nhsm.ca

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

When going through items to digitize, Katelynn Best came across artifacts from the Niagara 
Apothecary which she found interesting, and will give a lecture on medicines in history Wednes-
day, March 3. 

LocalARTS AND CULTURE
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

For 75 years, Niagara Mo-
tors has been a driving force 
serving transportation needs 
for the Niagara Region. Es-
tablished in 1946 by Frank 
Willms, the dealership orig-
inally sold Case tractors, 
Myer’s farm sprayers, and 
Studebaker automobiles. 

Selling over 200 vehicles per 
year, General Motors (GM) 
quickly took notice and by 
1953, Niagara Motors was a 
GM branded store.

Owned by the Dick fam-
ily for the past 60 years, Ni-
agara Motors has sustained 
recessions, restructuring 

and rebranding. The success 
of Niagara Motors is due 
to family patriarch David 
G. Dick, known to most as 
Dave Sr., who led the deal-
ership for over five decades. 
In 1957, Dave Sr. was hard 
at work on his 50-acre farm, 
planting and harvesting a 
variety of tender fruits and 
vegetables. Instead of taking 
the winter off, preparing for 
the next growing season, he 
searched for a job to pro-
vide additional income for 
his growing family. With no 
automotive sales experience, 
Dave Sr. was not an ideal 
candidate, but Frank appre-
ciated his tenacity and gave 
him a chance.

Within four years of work-
ing at Niagara Motors, Dave 
Sr. purchased the dealership 
and began expanding the 
business with major renova-
tions in 1964, 1977, 2003 and 
2014. Niagara Motors has 
grown from a small car lot, 
with 15 vehicles, to a retail 
establishment on three sepa-
rate sites in Virgil. Today, the 
dealership is still a branded 
GM store, offering new and 
used vehicle sales, a service 
department, parts store and 
body shop.

Throughout its history, 

and eagerly shared them with 
anyone stopping in. While 
Dave Sr. is no longer with us, 
his family-oriented approach 
and the crates of peaches re-
main a dealership staple.

In honour of 75 years in 
business, Niagara Motors 
hosted a celebration event on 
Saturday, Aug. 28. The cele-
bration included a car show 
with classic GM vehicles, car 
wash, barbecue and raffle 
draw, with prizes donated by 
local businesses. The celebra-
tion served a joint purpose, 
being utilized as a fund-
raiser for Red Roof Retreat. 

Niagara Motors has always 
maintained its small-town, 
family-oriented approach. 
This is evident in the three 
generations of the Dick fam-
ily who have worked at the 
dealership, and Dave Sr.’s dai-
ly presence at the store until 
his passing in 2015. As he got 
older, many will remember 
Dave Sr. sitting in his office 
by the front door eager to talk 
with customers and employ-
ees as they walked into the 
showroom, signalling them 
with a wave. He often had 
crates of fresh peaches from 
his farm stacked in his office, 

We were so humbled by the 
incredible support of our 
community, and were able to 
raise $2,260. Niagara Motors 
pledged to match all funds 
raised and rounded the do-
nation up to a total of $4,700 
for Red Roof Retreat.

Niagara Motors is open 
Monday to Thursday 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m to 5 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. We will con-
tinue to be Virgil’s automo-
tive sales and service leaders 
and look forward to serving 
the community for the next 
75 years.

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years

SALES HOTLINE 1-800-563-0196 or 905-468-2145
www.niagaramotors.com

1537 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, ON

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years!
$10 off

Multi Point Inspection
Just like regular oil changes, a Vehicle Health 
Check is an important part of your vehicle’s 
maintenance schedule. An inspection every six 
months is required, as per your vehicle Owner’s 
Manual. It’s a multi-point inspection of your 
vehicle that helps you protect yourself and your 
automotive investment.

Vehicle Health Checks mean peace of 
mind and we’ve made it easy to schedule 

your Vehicle Health Check online 
through our website or by phone.

NIAGARA MOTORS
Buick - GMC

Lord Mayor Betty Disero congratulates Dave Dick Jr. as  
Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years in business. 

2004 Grand Re Opening. David Dick Sr. cutting the ribbon. 

Feature your business in our
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

When I was eight  
years old, my parents split 
up. I don’t have many 
memories of my dad be-
fore then. He was always 
either at work or out with 
friends. He drank a lot 
and I guess my mom fi-
nally had enough. I do 
remember hearing them 
argue at night when they 
thought I was asleep. Af-
ter my dad left, I didn’t 
hear from him much  
until eventually he stopped 
coming around altogether. 

My mom picked up 
more shifts at work and 
wasn’t home much after 
that. She started drink-
ing too and once she met 
Doug, things happened 
fast. We moved in with 
him when I was 11 and the 
fighting started all over 
again. Doug was worse 
than I remember my dad 
being. He was violent and 
by the time I turned 13 he 
was hitting me almost dai-
ly. I thought anything was 
better than being there so 
I left. I stayed at friends 
houses but that didn’t last 
long either. I turned to 
alcohol too, to numb the 
pain of feeling so alone 

and unwanted. I ended 
up on the street before my 
14th birthday. 

I spent 10 years home-
less, living in constant 
anxiety and fear. I was ex-
posed to the violence of 
street life and witnessed 
too many horrible things. 
There were times I didn’t 
think I would make it one 
more day. One of the low-
est points was when I re-
member being caught dig-
ging through the garbage 
outside a coffee shop, just 
to find something to eat. It 
had been days since I had 
any food in my stomach 
and I was in so much pain. 

Stepping through the 
doors of the youth shel-
ter was life-changing. I 
was welcomed with open 
arms where the staff made 
me feel safe for the first 
time in my life. In my four 
month stay at the emer-
gency shelter, I learned so 
many valuable skills. Hav-
ing a roof over my head 
and food in my stomach 
was no longer my only 
concern. 

I took advantage of ev-
ery program they had and 
credit my success to all the 

support I received in tran-
sitional housing where I 
was encouraged to follow 
my passion for photogra-
phy. Today, I am no lon-
ger homeless, I am sober, 
I have a career I love, an 
apartment to call my own 
and a healthy vision for 
the future.  

I learned that the place 
I stayed was funded by 
United Way Niagara – so 
were all the programs I 
attended while staying 
there. Without this sup-
port, I would never have 
been able to get off the 
street and be as successful 
as I am today. It is because 
of donors, like you, that 
these programs are able to 
exist. 

Thank you for saving 
my life.

United Way Niagara programs are life-changing

I was  
welcomed  

with open arms 
where the staff made 

me feel safe for  
the first time in  

my life.

“ 

”
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Alexander Page played a strong game against North York. (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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Predators win two of three this weekend
After 180 minutes of 

hockey and 1,030 kilome-
tres travelled, the Niaga-
ra Predators finished last 
weekend earning four of a 
possible six points. 

The three-game stretch 
started on a high note, 
with a 5-2 victory at home 
against the North York Ren-
egades, who hold down first 
place in the Greater Metro 
Junior A Hockey League’s 
Southern Division. 

“This is a big one,” Pred-
ators owner, head coach and 
general manager Robert 
Turnbull enthused follow-
ing the win. “This is like a 
playoff game, it’s huge. We 
implemented a little fore-
check system. We worked 
on doing some things differ-
ently. They earned this win.”

Niagara’s power play 
was firing on all cylinders, 
scoring three out of a possi-
ble five times with the man 
advantage. In addition, they 
held high-scoring forward 
Santino Foti to just one as-

sist, frustrating him to the 
point he took an unsports-
manlike conduct penalty in 
the third period, disqual-
ifying him for the Rene-
gades Saturday game versus 
Plattsville. 

Noah Caperchione 
scored two of those power 
play goals, in addition to 
the Predators first even-
strength marker early in the 
first. 

“I’ve been reminding 
him to play his position,” 
said Turnbull. “When he 
plays his position, he puts 

himself in place to take the 
man and get the puck. It’s 
one of the hardest things to 
do at any level of hockey, to 
learn how to play without 
the puck. He’s now doing 
that, and we’re learning to 
get the puck to him.”

The loquacious Caper-
chione, who is an electrical 
apprentice outside of the 
arena, scored three goals in 
the previous Sunday’s 5-4 
victory at Plattsville, giv-
ing him seven over the two 
games. There’s no doubt he’s 
holding the hot stick for the 
Predators right now. 

“During the time off 
(December and January) 
I’ve been constantly work-
ing,” Caperchione told The 
Local. “It took me a couple 
of weeks to get back into the 
rhythm, but I’m starting to 
feel like my old self. Position 
in this game is absolutely 
crucial. It’s what generates 
your chances. Trying to stay 

underneath the puck, giving 
the defence some outlets 
rather than trying to get the 
breakaway. It’s working.”

Though the Renegades 
were the first to score less 
than four minutes into the 
game, Caperchione an-
swered with two that peri-
od, and the Preds played a 
physical, dominating game 
that seemed to leave North 
York addled.

Alexander Page in par-
ticular was doling out body 
checks at every opportunity, 
rattling the boards in the 
process.  

“North York has a couple 
of bruisers,” said Turnbull. “I 
had to remind Page to bring 
it down, bring it down, don’t 
get sucked into something. 
You have to give him kudos. 
He did a great job.”

It was the first chance 
for the home crowd of just 
under 100 to see the 6’7” 
Morgan Penwell in net for 

Niagara. He’s an imposing 
figure, filling up the maxi-
mum amount of space be-
tween the pipes. He turned 
back 29 of North York’s 31 
shots for his second win 
since joining the team this 
month. 

Interestingly, down 4-2 
with 4:21 left to play, North 
York pulled goalie Garin 
Janiuk in favour of the ex-
tra attacker. Penwell and 
the defence came up huge, 
stopping shot after shot, un-
til Caperchione added his 
fourth of the night on the 
empty net with two minutes 
to play. 

For Saturday’s road 
trip to Windsor, Turnbull 
turned over the reins to 
assistant coaches Connor 
Shipton and Samantha Mar-
son, staying behind at his 
home in Pickering. It was a 
chance for the 21-year-olds, 
both of whom have aspira-
tions for a career behind the 
bench or in the front office, 
to gain some experience. 

The four-hour bus jour-
ney may have resulted in 
a slow start for the Preds. 
They gave up two early goals 
to the Aces, and were down 
4-3 by the end of the second 
period. 

“They were a little slug-
gish out of the gate, trying to 
find their legs, trying to find 
their hands,” Shipton admit-
ted. “They did pull through, 
but there were certain times 
they were trying to do too 
much on their own, not us-
ing their linemates. It took 
us a little while to get going 
and to find our game.”

By the third period Ni-
agara had finally found the 
formula to keep Windsor’s 
first line, featuring GMHL 
leading scorer Kory Silverio, 
who had four assists, off the 
scoreboard. Page tied it up 
eight minutes in and Caper-
chione scored the winner 
with just over seven minutes 
remaining.

Jason Humphries, Dante 
Massi and Brenden Morin 
each added a goal for the 
Preds. The line of Caperchi-

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Sunday, February 27th

www.ccchurch.ca

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person 
(Registration Required)

Child Care for Grade 8 & Under
Message: 

Kevin Bayne - Six Seals 
(Revelation 6)

Our services are also streamed online 
Sunday’s at 10 AM. Visit our website  

for more information!

karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP

Continued on page 20

NOTL Minor Lacrosse is excited to announce that we  
will be having a full Box Lacrosse season this summer.  

After two years of cancelled seasons, we will be back in 
full swing and ready to play.  Planning has already begun 

to ensure the safety of our kids so they can enjoy the 
fastest game on two feet!

ALL KIDS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 3 – 21 
ARE WELCOME TO REGISTER!

To register for the 2022 NOTL Minor Lacrosse Season 
Use the QR Code for quick and easy access to the  

Registration page or visit us at  
www.niagaralacrosse.com

FISH FRY
Every Thursday

from 4 - 7 p.m.
EAT IN OR TAKE OUT ONLY

CASH ONLY 

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 124   |   410 King St.,
905-468-2353   |   legion124@gmail.com

New Prices
1 piece $11  2 piece $15

HALL RENTAL 
AVAILABLE

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT 
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics optional. 
Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  

Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.  Call Karen 905-641-5335 
or email: classified@notllocal.com

HAPPENINGS
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MARY ELIZABETH HAZELL—(nee Gibbs) passed away 
peacefully in St. Catharines, Ontario, on February 11th, 
2022, at the age of 89. Loving wife of John, always known 
as Jack, and cherished mother to Evan (Jackie), Dee (Peter), 
Anne (Harry), Rebecca (Sandy), and Margaret (Tim). Proud 
grandmother of Jessica, Kyra, Mary, Christopher, Jack, 
and Evan. Mary was predeceased by parents James and 
Catherine Gibbs, and sister Dorothy Iddings.

Mary was born on January 29th, 1933, in Los Angeles, California and grew up 
in the nearby city of Gabriel. During her youth, Mary travelled often to the family 
cottage at Honey Harbor, Ontario, as well as Toronto, to visit her aunt, uncle, and 
cousins. Throughout her life, she always spoke of those family visits with great 
fondness. Mary enrolled in Nursing at Queen’s University in Kingston, and met 
the love of her life, Jack. Upon graduation, they moved to Leeds, England, and 
married. Jack completed his PhD in chemistry while Mary worked as a nurse, 
and they began their family. In the years ahead, Jack’s career took them to 
Montreal and Toronto. Mary kept very busy with the arrival of their five children. 
Throughout those years, the family enjoyed wonderful summer holidays at the 
Glenbrook Farm on Lake Memphremagog, Quebec, and visiting the family farm 
in Picton, Ontario. 

As the children left home, Mary and Jack developed a love for sailing, exploring 
the beauty of Lake Ontario. They also travelled extensively throughout North 
America, as Jack’s business responsibilities grew. Mary indulged her lifelong 
love of the English language, through her many happy years working at the 
Anglican Book Centre in Toronto and publishing short works of fiction. In 2001, 
Mary and Jack retired to beautiful Niagara-on-the-Lake. Mary became an 
accomplished and widely recognized quilter, as well as being very active at 
St. Mark’s Anglican Church. They also travelled the world, taking two or three 
extensive trips a year. When those worldly adventures came to an end just a 
short time ago, their bucket list was empty. 

Mary was a wonderful, loving person who gave her all to her family. She was 
always there for us, encouraging us through the tough times and celebrating the 
good ones. Her family misses her profoundly. May her soul be at eternal peace 
and rise in glory. The family wishes to thank the extraordinary team at The 
Royal Henley in St. Catharines, who provided such a supportive and positive 
environment for her final days, with a special thanks to both Dr. Jayawardene 
(Dr. J) and their Personal Support Worker, Anna. 

Funeral arrangements have been entrusted with George Darte Funeral Home, 
585 Carlton St., St. Catharines. A celebration of Mary’s life will be held at a later 
date. If desired, donations in memory of Mary would be much appreciated to 
Canadian Guide Dogs for the Blind. Online Guestbook:  
www.georgedartefuneralhome.com 

CROSSWORD

OBITUARY

Across: 
1  Cagney’s partner
6  Poker variant
10  Nipper
14  Got up
15  W L A N
16  “I’m --- here!”
17  Identifies
18  Papal
20  Slow-witted
21  The Tiffany network
22   --- quarters: precedes 

Taps
23  Symbol of disgrace
26  Earth
27  Drawn tight
28  “Idylls of the King” writer
32  The blink of an eye
34  Harangue
35  Computer brain
36  Ice skating jump
37  Put back into service
39   St. Paul’s Cathedral 

designer
40   Follows why, by the sound 

of it
41  Iridescent gem
42  Scrubs
44  Mental illness
46   Waterproofed canvas 

(Abbr.)
47  Measure of sound intensity
48  Swellings
51  Music for voices
54  It means “central”
56   Globally calamitous 

happening
57  Home to Everest
59  Release
61  First lady’s partner
62  Wander about
63  Understand
64  Lairs
65  Simple arithmetic
66  Terminates

Down:
1  Comes ashore
2  Anticipate
3   Advisory or decision-

making groups
4  Scrape
5  Agreeable response
6  Wad of cleaning cloth
7  Gratuities
8  Mysterious radar image
9 Fragmented
10  Nervelessly
11  Brief let-up
12  On the job

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

Across:  1 Lacey, 6 Stud, 10 Claw, 14 Awoke, 15 Wi-fi, 16 Outa, 17 Names, 18 Apostolic, 20 Dim, 
21 C B S, 22 Call to, 23 Stigma, 26 Soil, 27 Taut, 28 Tennyson, 32 No time, 34 Rant, 35 C P U, 36 
Axel, 37 Reuse, 39 Wren, 40 Zee, 41 Opal, 42 Cleans, 44 Insanity, 46 Tarp, 47 Bels, 48 Edemas, 
51 Choral, 54 Mid, 56 E-L E, 57 Himalayas, 59 Untie, 61 Adam, 62 Roam, 63 Grasp, 64 Dens, 65 
Sums, 66 Halts.  

Down:  1 Lands, 2 Await, 3 Committees, 4 Eke, 5 Yes, 6 Swab, 7 Tips, 8 U F O, 9 Disconnected, 
10 Coolly, 11 Lull, 12 At it, 13 Waco, 19 Taint, 21 Caterpillars, 24 Gail, 25 Mum, 26 Seas, 28 Truly, 
29 Scrap metal, 30 Open, 31 Nuns, 32 Nazi, 33 Oxen, 38 Eats, 39 Were, 41 O’Neal, 43 Lad, 45 
Abrams, 49 A-list, 50 Seeps, 51 Chad, 52 Hide, 53 Oman, 54 Ma’am, 55 Isms, 58 You, 59 Ugh, 
60 N R A. 49 Seems, 51 Java, 53 Cat, 54 I do, 55 Naw, 56 Nip. 

13  Texas siege city
19  Sully
21 Butterfly larvae
24    Winner of three Olympic 

golds, --- Devers
25  Perform in a pantomime
26   Large bodies of salt water 

partially enclosed by land
28  Sincerely
29  Can be recycled?
30  Exposed
31  Convent inmates
32  E.g. Speer, Himmler
33  Draft cattle
38  Dines
39  Used to be
41  Oscar winner Tatum ---
43  Youth
45  Tank type
49  Top celebrities
50  Percolates
51  Large African lake
52  Conceal
53  Persian Gulf monarchy
54   Courteous address to a 

lady
55  Sets of beliefs
58  Not me
59  Expression of disgust
60  Gun owners’ grp.

  www.morganfuneral.com

Compassionate
       Transparent 
   No Pressure

HELP WANTED

LocalCLASSIFIEDS
classified@notllocal.com

CUDMORE, CHAD JOHNATHAN RAY—It is with heavy 
hearts that we announce the sudden passing of Chad, on 
Monday, February 14, 2022, at the Greater Niagara General 
Hospital, at the age of 47.  Beloved son of John and Jo-Ann 
Cudmore.  Devoted brother of Chuck (Janna) and adored 
uncle of Ayla and Rylan. Fondly remembered by many aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends.  Chad was someone who was 

admired for his strength, kindness and sense of humour.  Chad loved to attend 
concerts, ball games and to camp and fish.  A special thank you to Chad’s 
exceptional team of close friends who cared for him. 

Private family arrangements in care of Morgan Funeral Home 905-468-3255. 
A service to celebrate the life of Chad, will be held at a later time. Those who 
wish may make a memorial donation to either the Heartland Forest or to the 
Lincoln County Humane Society.  Memories, photos and 
condolences may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com

PUZZLE ANSWERS

HELP WANTED
This is a live-out position. Work from  

Monday to Thursday. $700 weekly. 
Administrative Assistant position (part-

time). Must be able to interact. MUST HAVE 
REFERENCES AND BE RESPONSIBLE. 

If interested you can reach Jackie at 
burnsh9hjackie@meefeltzozhipcdhvaed.com

Earn extra cash  
by selling your 

unwanted items in 
our CLASSIFIEDS. 

contact: 
classifieds@notllocal.com

Deadline: 
Mondays at 3 p.m.
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Player fatigue a factor in Sunday’s game
one, Massi and Reese Bisci 
have been the de facto lead-
ers of the team recently. 

“They gel really well 
together,” Shipton said. 
“Reese has stepped up big-
time with Mario (Zitella) 
being out with an injury. 
He’s using his speed, creat-
ing opportunities, pressur-
ing guys, being in the right 
position defensively. He’s 
really taking advantage of 
this opportunity. And Noah 
and Dante, they’ve been as 
they’ve been all year, playing 
hard and getting opportuni-

ties.”
All that travel may have 

caught up to the team Sun-
day for the rematch with 
the Renegades at the Can-
lan Ice Sports Centre at 
York University. The tables 
were turned as North York 
outshot Niagara 38-37 and 
dominated the Predators 
down the stretch en route to 
a 6-2 victory. 

“As much as they want-
ed to play their best hock-
ey, some of the kids didn’t 
get home Saturday until 
2:30 to 3 a.m.,” Turnbull ex-
plained Monday morning. 
“I was pleased with the way 
we played in the first and 

second period. Everybody, 
goaltenders, defence, for-
wards, was doing their job.” 

Humphries and Caper-
chione both scored in the 
first period, trading off 
goals with Lucas Stafford 
and Brandon Stojcevski of 
the Renegades. After that, 
it was all North York on the 
scoresheet, with three of 
their next four goals coming 
in the third period. 

As that third period be-
gan, the fatigue began to be 
evident. Complicating mat-
ters was the larger European 
ice surface in North York, 
which the Renegades took 
advantage of as well. The fa-
tigue certainly resulted in a 
lack of discipline in the final 
frame. 

Niagara took four pen-
alties in the third, leading 
to two North York power 
play goals that put the game 
out of reach for the Preds. 
Defenceman Brett Lee was 
charged with unsports-
manlike conduct, leaving 
him unavailable for Niag-
ara’s next two games. The 
Preds did come alive at one 
point when they were at full 
strength, and Morin rang 
the puck against the goal 
post, but Renegades goal-

tender Nicholas Lewicky 
played strong in net to keep 
the Predators from scoring. 

With seven games left in 
the schedule between now 
and March 6, Turnbull is 
happy with what he’s seeing 
as the playoffs loom around 
the corner. With St. George 
losing 11-10 Sunday to 
Windsor, the Preds are only 
a point behind the third-
place Ravens. 

“Friday night was huge, 
and for the team to come 
back Saturday for the win 
with a short bench was big 
too. My biggest fear is if we 
lose another player or two, 
we’ll have a tough time beat-
ing the top teams. Everyone 
has to play well, but our best 
players have to play their 
best.”

Defenceman Josh Da-
vidson should be returning, 
and Turnbull hopes to have 
forward Mackenzie Oku-
mura in the lineup some 
time this week. In prepa-
ration for another three 
games coming up the team 
will focus on honing their 
power-play and penalty-kill 
techniques in upcoming   
practice sessions. 

This Wednesday, Ni-
agara has a rare mid-week 

game in Durham. They re-
turn to the Meridian Credit 
Union Arena Friday night at 
7:30 p.m. to host St. George, 
and close out the weekend 

Continued from page 18

 831 Concession 6

S O L D

CALL TODAY FOR A  
FREE HOME EVALUATION 

905.329.3484

AS A RESIDENT OF NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE, GREG KNOWS THIS TOWN AND LOVES IT AS 
MUCH AS YOU! WHEN IT’S TIME TO BUY OR SELL IN TOWN, CALL OR TEXT GREG TODAY!

$1,645,000
Backing onto a vineyard

 3 Meritage Lane

$1,450,000 
Gorgeous property with large barn 

and double garage!

 2241 Four Mile Creek Rd

 6 Brown’s Point  $3,995,000
6 bedroom, 8 bathrooms. Over 11,000 ft.

 12 St Andrews Lane S

S O L D
CONDITIONALLY 

IN LESS THAN A WEEK

 8 Harmony Dr

S O L D
IN LESS THAN A WEEK

 56 Niagara On The Green Blvd. NOTL

S O L D
OVER ASKING 

IN LESS THAN A WEEK

$1,075,000 $1,850,000 $850,000 $1,790,000

Preds’ Noah Caperchione unleashes a shot for his second goal 
of this weekend’s home game.

with a visit to the Plattsville 
Lakers. Three games spaced 
out for time and fewer kilo-
metres to travel should bode 
well for the Predators.

Name:  
Jacob Collaco 

Jersey number: 31   

Age: 18

Birthdate: Sept. 28, 2003

Hometown:  
Mississauga, Ont. 

Nickname:  
Collaco/Colzy/Jake

Favourite hockey player: 
Carey Price

‘Hype’ song: 
Me and Your Mama by Childish Gambino, or Earfquake 

by Tyler, The Creator

Hockey highlight:  
One of my first junior games was against one of the 
top teams. We had seven players show up. We lost 

12-0 but I had 100-plus saves and in the end had lots 
of fun. 

Other sports you play:  
Soccer, a bit of volleyball.

Favourite ‘cheat’ meal:  
Nachos

Secret talent:  
Chess player, used to participate in tournaments. 

Won my high school’s inner chess tournament during 
COVID.

Meet the Predators
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