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An orchard along Niven Road on a snowy morning in Niagara-on-the-Lake. (David Gilchrist)

Celebrate
International
Women’s Day
with a family of
strong women

Sharon Burns
Special to The Local

For Stephanie Lakeit-Hall,
creating an opportunity for
women to celebrate Interna-
tional Women's Day is a way to
honour and to give back to the
strong women in her life.

Caroline Cellars Winery will
be hosting the 4th Annual Inter-
national Women’s Day Lunch
and Networking on March 8.

“The last International
Women's Day event hosted
by Caroline Cellars was pre-
COVID — four days before the
world shut down,” said Lakeit-
Hall, whose grandmother,
Caroline, helped her parents
purchase the farm on Line 2 in
1978. When her grandmother
died, her father built the winery

in Caroline’s honour.

“She was a leader in our
family? said Lakeit-Hall. “She
was a strong personality who
was always pushing us forward.
I come from a family of strong
women.” The winery, retail store
and office are run by Lakeit-
Halls two sisters and mother.
“We are female-empowered”

“T feel that there is still very
much a need for Internation-
al Womens Day, said Lakeit-
Hall, who is “coming from 20
years working in a corporate,
male-dominated industrial or-
ganization. Women dont cel-
ebrate our accomplishments
enough. Globally she asserts,
“International Womens Day is
important”

Continued on page 15

Paths diverge for future of Negro Burial Ground

Penny Coles
The Local

There is good news re-
garding the progress of work
proposed for the Negro Burial
Ground.

There is also some discord
amongst those attempting to
right a wrong of many years.

Research on the history of
the cemetery proposed by an
archaeological firm has been
approved by the town, the firm
has been hired and a fundrais-
ing committee has the money

to pay for it, so that work will
go ahead.

However, what happens af-
ter that remains uncertain.

When James Russell came
to town from Toronto with
ground-penetrating radar to
ascertain how many graves and
headstones were buried in the
cemetery, his hope was to even-
tually put names to those who
were laid beneath the surface.
He had a vision that would lead
to headstones being uncovered
and restored, and ARA, the
Kitchener archaeological com-

pany the town agreed to hire,
had established a course of ac-
tion with a report that called
first for research, at a cost of
about $5,000. That was the next
step he was anticipating, and
then depending on the results
of the research, there was the
possibility of two more stages
that could include hand exca-
vation of each headstone, and
a possible third stage to address
conservation of the headstones.

Once Russell, through the
use of ground-penetrating ra-
dar, had determined where

stones and graves lay beneath
the ground, and was able to
mark out the locations, local
George Webber stepped in, of-
fering to help with fundraising
and to be the face of the project
in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

A fundraising steering com-
mittee was struck, and they
began working with the town
which, as the owner of the cem-
etery property, must approve
any work done at the site.

From the beginning Web-
ber has set $150,000 as the
fundraising goal.

The $5,000 or so raised
so far, Webber says, “has
come mostly from family and
friends, and people who have
heard what we're doing. We ha-
ven't officially started to do any
fundraising yet”

“We haven't been to council
yet to tell them what we want
do;” he added. “The town will
tell us when its appropriate to
do that, and we'll hope for en-
thusiastic support”

Initially, he said, “we were
thinking of digging up the
headstones and dusting them

off, leaving them the way they
are or having them profession-
ally restored to be appropriate
for the site. But that would cost
a whole lot of money”

All three stages of the ARA
proposal were estimated at about
$64,000, and it seemed fundrais-
ing would have to pay for it, al-
though Russell feels strongly it's
the town’s responsibility.

There came the fork in the
road, with Russell and Webber
heading off in different direc-
tions.

Continued on page 9
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Add -ons increase capital budget by almost $600, 000

Broken diving board to be replaced

after two years of being off-

Zahraa Hmood
Special to The Local

A few adjustments have
been made to Niagara-on-
the-Lakes planned capital
budget for this year, which in-
cludes an additional $596,000
to be spent on projects at the
Old Town fire station, Andres
Street and Riverbeach Park.

The 2023 budget is set for
a final review and approval on
Thursday, March 23, and so
far, the town has made plans
to spend over $10 million for
work on roads, improving
streetscapes and other capital
expenses.

The budget review com-
mittee had its second meeting
to discuss the capital budget
on Feb. 22, during which it
reviewed changes made to the
budget during its first meeting
on Feb. 16. This budget totalled
$9.58 million with a plan to
take on $2.19 million in debt
for three large projects.

Council voted in favour of
including three projects which
were initially to be removed
from the final capital budget:
installing a system which re-
moves diesel exhaust at Fire
Station 1 in Old Town, at
$250,000; creating permeable
paving for the parking lot at

Riverbeach Park, at $211,100;
and installing a sidewalk on
Andres Street, at $135,000.

The town will spend an
extra $211,100 on parking,
leaving a deficit of a little more
than $40,000 in the parking re-
serve. According to Freeborn,
the town is applying for a grant
that may include funding for
this project, which should help
offset the deficit.

As for the capital reserve,
there will be a surplus of about
$190,000, as the two new proj-
ects will cost $385,000; how-
ever, the municipality is also
receiving $135,000 from the
federal government through
its Canada Community-Build-
ing Fund (formerly the Gas
Tax Fund).

The diesel exhaust remov-
al system is for the health of
firefighters exposed to the
carcinogenic fuel exhaust. The
permeable paving is so the
parking lot absorbs rather than
collects water, which runs off
into the sewer system, carrying
environmentally-damaging
pollutants. The sidewalk in-
stallation, from Cherry Street
to Line 2 Road, is to improve
traffic and pedestrian safety.

During the Feb. 22 meet-
ing, Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa
asked what the towns policy

is on handling capital reserves,
and Freeborn said the general
practice, not policy, is to leave
$100,000 per year in a reserve.

“We do normally try to
keep a balance in the capital
reserve in case things come up
in the year or to fund any cap-
ital variances at the end of the
year; Freeborn said.

As for what “surprises”
could come up over the year
requiring the town to dip into
those buckets of funding, Free-
born said in an average year,
they could end up spending
anywhere between $20 to
$100,000. Alongside variances
for projects that run over their
costs, this could also include
emergency situations, such as
flooding or heavy rain causing
culvert failure.

If a reserve can't pay for
variances or fix emergency
situations, Freeborn said the
town can dip into its working
funds reserve, or review its
capital program for the year
and re-evaluate what projects
it has on its agenda, “which is
rare; he said. “It hasnt hap-
pened”

The Feb. 22 meeting also
included a discussion brought
forward by Coun. Adriana
Vizzari to fix the damaged div-
ing board at the Veterans Me-

morial Park swimming pool,
which has been out of service
for two years.

Parks and recreation man-
ager Kevin Turcotte said the
cost of replacing it would be
about $15,000. “If we come un-

der budget, we can come back
on it,” he said.

Council passed a motion to
devote $15,000 to replacing the
diving board for this summer.

The budget review com-
mittee will meet two more

times in March before the
budget comes before coun-
cil for approval: Wednesday,
March 1 and Thursday, March
9, during which the committee
will discuss the 2023 operating
budget.

Fatality on Glendale in
NOTL Monday

Local Staff

A driver in his 90s is dead
after a collision in Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

The collision took place
Monday afternoon on Glen-
dale Avenue at Homer Road.

Niagara Regional Police
say a 9l-year-old man was
driving a 2015 Mini Cooper
east on Glendale Avenue at
about 2:50 p.m. when a col-
lision occurred with a 2019
Chevrolet Blazer that was
travelling west on Glendale
Avenue.

Witnesses provided life-
saving measures to the driver
of the Mini Cooper, who was
unresponsive after the colli-
sion. He was transported to
a local hospital, where he was
pronounced deceased.

The driver of the Chevro-
let Blazer sustained no physi-
cal injuries.

Niagara Regional Police
Service, Niagara-on-the-Lake
Fire Department and Niagara
Emergency Medical Service
paramedics responded to
the scene.

The circumstances related

to the cause of the collision re-
main under investigation.

Witnesses and motorists
who were in the area with an
operational dash-camera are
encouraged to review their
footage and contact the lead
detective at 905-688-4111,
option 3, badge 1009170 with
any relevant information.

Members of the pub-
lic who wish to provide
information  anonymously
are encouraged to contact
Crime Stoppers of Niagara
online or by calling 1-800-
222-8477.

Second Tawny Ridge petition

Zahraa Hmood
Special to The Local

Another petition has come
forward from residents of St.
Davids who have more than a
few worries about the 86-unit
development being proposed.

Local resident Gienek
Ksiazkiewicz is filing a peti-
tion to the town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake on  Tuesday,
March 7. It states the Tawny
Ridge Estates development
being proposed by Riverview
Homes Niagara at Tanbark
and Warner roads, if built,
would be “very detrimental”
to the fabric of the community
and place too much pressure
on its infrastructure.

The petition, like one filed
mid-February and signed by
99 residents of Courtland Val-
ley Estates, asks town officials
to consider the concerns of
residents and assess the poten-
tially negative impacts of the
high-density rezoning request
from the developer.

“Development of Tawny
Ridges Estates ... would be
welcomed by residents,” the
petition reads. “However, the
construction of high-density
three-storey stacked town-
houses and/or a four-storey
apartment building are not
consistent with the neighbour-
hood or viable for a number of
reasons.’

The petition outlines Ksi-
azkiewiczs reasons. The first
is the proposal goes against
the trust local residents placed

in the town to maintain the
current housing density of the
community.

The developers are re-
questing an Official Plan
amendment to increase the
housing density and to allow
the building of a four-storey
apartment, and zoning by-law
amendments which allows for
taller buildings and greater lot
coverage of properties.

“There was a trust placed
in elected officials to maintain
that zoning and preserve the
homogeneity of the neighbour-
hood, Ksiazkiewicz writes.

The development, Ksiaz-
kiewicz estimates, could host
121 or so vehicles belonging
to residents, which, combined
with the lack of lit crosswalks
on Tanbark and Warner roads,
could spell trouble for motor-
ists and pedestrians.

“There will be extreme
traffic congestion inconsistent
with the neighbourhood and a
potential hazard for St. Davids
School students, dog walkers
and others that live and walk
in that neighbourhood;,” Ksi-
azkiewicz writes.

The petition argues traffic
studies should be done to deter-
mine the affect of a high-den-
sity residential area with 121
additional cars. Points to look
at should include: speeding on
Tanbark and Four Mile Creek
roads, Tanbark being a steep,
downhill road, congestion at
specific times and in specific
areas, like 8:30 am,, 5 pm,
when students go to and leave

school and intersections like
Tanbark and York roads and
Warner and Four Mile Creek
roads.

The community is lacking
in infrastructure upgrades,
the petition argues: there is
no community centre, few
outdoor recreational surfaces
for children, and repairs to the
St. Davids pool have been on
hold due to unavailable funds.

“Itis unknown whether the
existing public school could
accommodate the potential
increase in students,” he writes.
“The existing infrastructure of
St. Davids can only support a
specific number of residents.

As for the value of neigh-
bourhood homes, the peti-
tion shares concerns that the
proposed high-density hous-
ing will negatively affect the
resale value of surrounding
properties.

“This  financial impact
must be taken into consider-
ation by council in their de-
cision-making process, Ksi-
azkiewicz writes. The Tawny
Ridge Estates proposal comes
during a push from the region
to increase housing options in
Niagara. Affordable housing is
commendable, Ksiazkiewicz
writes, in appropriate places.
“Tawny Ridge is a square peg
trying to fit into a round hole”

A public meeting on the
development will be on Tues-
day, March 7, at 6 p.m. Res-
idents can register to attend
at  clerks@notl.com before
12 p.m. on Monday, March 6.

25th Anniversary Fundraising Challenge!

Artistic Director Atis Bankas will match
donations to raise $25,000

Donate at www.musicniagara.org

Help make our 25th season one to remember!
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Committee make-up chosen for tourism strategy

Zahraa Hmood
The Local

Council has approved an
important step for the future of
Niagara-on-the-Lake tourism,
as the community expands and
contends with growing pains
and travel in a post-pandemic
world.

A tourism strategy com-
mittee is being formed, which
will consist of Couns. Wendy
Cheropita and Maria Mavridis,
Niagara-on-the-Lake residents,
local tourism business opera-
tors, and a representative from
Tourism NOTL.

The composition of the
tourism strategy committee
was approved at the general
committee of the whole meet-
ing on Tuesday, Feb. 21, with
municipal project liaison Kathy
Weiss and a hired consulting
team in charge of leading the
tourism strategy process.

This strategy, along with a
master plan and action plan,
will lay the groundwork for
how the town wants to attract
visitors while keeping tourism
sustainable and beneficial for
everyone who lives and works
in the municipality.

“Youll end up with a

high-quality publication at the
end of the year,” said Rebecca
Godfrey, senior vice-president
of CBRE Tourism Consulting,
with a presentation outlining
the team’s current timeline for
creating these plans for the
town.

This included five rec-
ommendations presented for
council to vote on, including
the structure of the strategy
committee. Committee mem-
bers will be responsible for
providing key insights into
how the town should attract
tourists, representing different
areas of life and work in Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake and pooling
their perspectives.

Godfrey presented the
team’s recommendation for the
committee  structure, which
included one member of town
council, five tourism business
owners, two local residents, and
amember of Tourism NOTL.

However, during a discus-
sion between councillors on
who should occupy its seat
on the committee, two names
emerged: Cheropita, nominat-
ed by Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa,
and Mavridis, who put forth her
own name for consideration.

Both  Cheropita  and

Councillors see the tourism strategy’s five phases and the work they include. (Screenshot)

Mavridis have experience with
tourism-related businesses in
the Niagara region. Cheropi-
ta worked for five years as the
Wine Council of Ontarios di-
rector of marketing, building
tourism in the wine industry,
and currently works as a consul-
tant for business development,
while Mavridis has operated
businesses in the Heritage Dis-
trict for more than two decades,
including Corks Restaurant &
Wine Bar on Queen Street.

The two councillors were

Councillors discouraged
with revenue from MAT

Zahraa Hmood
The Local

After launching a two per
cent tax on certain accommo-
dation bookings last summer,
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s finance
team has started collecting its
earnings. So far, the town has
received almost $167,000 from
the operators of 20 hotels and
inns, based on profits during
the peak of tourism season.

Some councillors shared
concerns over what they found
to be alow financial yield, while
the director of finance detailed
challenges the town has en-
countered with the municipal
accommodation tax program
since it began last July.

Director of finance Kyle
Freeborn gave an update on
the MAT programs earnings
to council during a recent
meeting of the budget review
committee. According to Free-
born, the town has received
$166,820.41 in remittances,
starting July 1 (when the pro-
gram came into effect) until the
end of September.

According to the town, this
represents 61 per cent of the mu-
nicipality’s total MAT earnings
for the third quarter of 2022.

Niagara-on-the-Lake s
collecting half of the tax’s earn-
ings to fund tourism initia-
tives, promotions, and related
infrastructure projects. The
other half is going to Tourism
NOTL, the tourism branch of
the NOTL Chamber of Com-
merce, to spend on tourism
marketing,

“$166,000is not a lot of mon-

ey from the hotel industry in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake” said Coun.
Gary Burroughs, who voiced
concern that the municipality
doesn't have a clear picture of
what the MAT’s benefits will be.

“This is what would be ex-
pected from one property op-
erating in the busiest of their
months,” said Coun. Maria
Mavridis.

Freeborn said the town is
currently following up with all
the hotel operators that haven't
submitted a remittance. As for
why 39 per cent of these remit-
tances haven't been submitted,
Freeborn said the operators are
saying “not a whole lot”

“We do have the ability to
transfer outstanding payments
to tax;” he said. “If we have to, we
would move in that direction”

The MAT program places a
two per cent tax on all accom-
modation bookings made in
Niagara-on-the-Lake for those
with five or more rooms. Ap-
proved in late June last year, the
town is planning to raise the
tax to three per cent in 2024,
then four per cent in 2025.

Starting in March, hotel op-
erators will need to submit re-
mittances for the fourth quarter
of 2022, meaning more money
added to the MAT reserve.

Mavridis asked how the
municipality is going to put
together its 2023 budget if it
doesn’t know vyet its total reve-
nue from the tax. In response,
Freeborn said it'll be a combi-
nation of waiting until the town
has the funds to complete a
project and discussing projects
that they would like to tackle

with MAT funds.

One project the town
hoped to start this year was
enhancing Queen Street. Now,
with the MAT governance
committee recommending that
projects $146,000 budget be
funded with MAT dollars, the
project is being deferred.

“I think this project would
be great to be a good pilot proj-
ect for something like this to
bring to the committee for a
discussion,” Freeborn said.

The town also wants more
information from the hotel
operators who submit remit-
tances, such as each accommo-
dation’s total occupancy rates.
According to Freeborn, the
large operators were hesitant
to provide this information,
which has been reflected in
relevant parts of the remittance
forms being submitted.

“So far, we've only had our
first return, and most of them
are coming in blank;” he said.

“Having been in the hotel
business for 30 years,” Burroughs
commented, “it’s highly unlikely
I would've ever given other ho-
tels information about my oper-
ations ... it's confidential”

Burroughs said he thinks
the town needs to start push-
ing the issue of MAT payments
in order to have a better idea of
its potential benefits for Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake’s tourism sector.

“The MAT tax is going to
be so important for our town,”
he said. “Until we know what
were expecting from last year,
its hard to budget what were
looking for from this year, and
then, a way to spend it”

given the opportunity to speak
on why they should be the one
to fill this seat at the table.

“I have actually built tour-
ism strategies,” Cheropita said.
“Its all about collaboration,
its all about working with a
multi-faceted stakeholder
group, and making sure that we
can come up with consensus.”

Mavridis highlighted that
she has been working in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake since she was 12
years old, and said she believes
she can maintain objectivity on
the committee even while being
a current business operator.

“I have been here for over
30 years and have pivoted
through many ups and downs
in this town: SARS, 9/11, the
market crash, COVID - and

we survived,” she said. “Id be
excited to sit and work with the
CBRE, the town and residents
to ensure that we come up with
the perfect strategy.”

Both pitches were well-re-
ceived by council members. “Id
like to see what both candidates
have to do on the committee;’
said Coun. Sandra O’Connor.

In the end, council mem-
bers voted unanimously on a
strategy committee that has
two councillors, four tourism
business operators, two local
residents, and one Tourism
NOTL representative.

They eliminated one of the
five spots for a business opera-
tor, with the idea that Mavridis
would provide representation
both for the municipality and

the business sector, and also to
keep an odd number of seats at
the table, considered more ide-
al for decision-making.

Then they voted in favour
of electing both Mavridis and
Cheropita to the two available
seats.

Godfrey’s presentation
went over the five phases of
the tourism strategy project,
with the team currently in the
first phase: consulting with
stakeholders like the strategy
committee and other business
owners, tourism groups, agri-
cultural operators, residents,
municipal staft and council.

At this stage in the process,
the team will be conducting inter-
views, two online surveys, focus
groups, a workshop, and more.
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Yellow Door presents You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown

Mike Balsom
The Local

If 15-year-old Eden High
School student Avery Kasper
has any qualms about playing
the iconic title character in
Yellow Door Theatre Project’s
production of Youre A Good
Man, Charlie Brown, he's not
showing it.

After all, following his first
appearance in a YDTP pro-
duction last year as another
iconic character, playing Je-
sus in Godspell, it's probably a
piece of cake.

Yellow Door kicks off
March Break with four pre-
sentations of the well-known
musical based on Charles
SchultzZ  beloved Peanuts
comic strips, March 11 and
12 at both 2 pm. and 7 p.m.
each day. It features a cast of
local teens as the main char-
acters as well an ensemble of
intermediate-aged youth.

“T've always loved it;” says
YDTP’s founder and artistic
producer Andorlie Hillstrom
about the musical. “The mu-
sic is fun, upbeat and clever.
Because its a series of vi-
gnettes, as if youTe reading
the actual comic strip, it's sim-
ply a set-up for one joke after
another after another. And
that's great training for these
kids, learning how to deliver
ajoke?

Schultz work on paper
was adapted for the theatre in
1967 by American composer,
songwriter, author and actor
Clark Gesner.

“He took his material di-
rectly from the comic strips,’
Hillstrom explains. “I found
some of them, and it’s fasci-
nating. Its as if youre watch-
ing a comic come to life. 'm
directing the kids so there’s

more of a feeling of flatness
to it, like there is when you
are reading a comic. I've been
sending them some of that
stuff so they get that feel”

Catherine Dubois, a Lau-
ra Secord Secondary School
student who lives in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, plays Lucy in
the YDTP production.

“I knew the musical,” Du-
bois says. “A couple of years
ago I did a song from it, My
New Philosophy, for my audi-
tion here. Then through that
one song that Sally sings, I did
some research, and I remem-
bered seeing the TV specials.
But I didn't really know the
comics”

Dubois says Hillstrom en-
couraged the young teen cast
to look more to the comics in
preparation for the upcom-
ing show than to the musical
or even the much-loved TV
shows.

“The way Andorlie is stag-
ing it is a lot like the comics;’
adds Dubois. “When we do
the show we work a lot with
us front-facing one way, then
another way, so it looks kind
of like how it was drawn. It
cool to take it directly from
the comic strip and into our
show””

Shes having a lot of fun
playing Lucy, the acerbic
dark-haired foil to Charlie
Brown’s potential happiness.

“She has some strange
traits,” she laughs, “like just
punching people all the time.
Her anger is definitely there.
She has her ups and downs,
but shes funny, she knows
what she wants. Like Schro-
eder, she really likes him.
Even though he could care
less about her, she knows
what she wants and she sticks
to that”

Have you or a loved one
suffered a stroke?

Every year, an estimated 15% of people across the
world will suffer a stroke. And over 66% of these
people will experience some visual dysfunction
as a result. If you're experiencing symptoms such
as double vision or blurry vision, headaches, or
difficulties with facial recognition, contact us to find
out how neuro-optometric rehabilitation can help.

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

Care for all ages, infants to adults

358 Mary St., Unit 7, NOTL |
8 Secord Dr., St. Catharines |

www.theeyedoc.ca

905.468.8002
905.682.9119

The musical explores life
through Charlie Brown’s eyes,
as he and his friends play
baseball, send valentines, sing
songs and share friendships.
Fans of the comic strip will
recognize some well-known
situations, such as Lucy op-
erating her psychiatric booth,
Schroeder playing the piano,
Linus spouting wisdom while
clutching his blanket and
Snoopy fantasizing while sit-
ting atop his doghouse.

Kasper sees a lot of facets
to his character that many
might not realize are there.

“I really had to delve into
those layers,” Kasper explains.
“And when I found it, I con-
nected with him a lot. He has
this weird relationship with
Lucy, and I didn't get it at first.
But after experiencing it with
Catherine, its a real back-
and-forth relationship. In the
end, I think we do get that
closure. She turns out to be a
great friend”

Despite the pathos inher-
ent in the hapless boy at the
centre of the musical, Kasper
sees his character as an opti-
mist.

“He’s very hopeful, and
he always has the mentality
that its a new day with new
obstacles, and hes going to
overcome them,” says Kasper.
“It's fun to play such a hope-
ful character, and sometimes
its challenging to sell the hurt
he feels, but as I've been con-
necting with the character
more, its coming out more
naturally”

The musical will be per-
formed in the Yellow Door
studio in Virgil, with the cast
surrounded on three sides by
the audience in a thrust stage
layout.

“Its really good training
for them, says Hillstrom.
“There’s an intimate nature to
it, sitting right beside the per-
formers. There are people lit-
erally inches behind the per-
formers. They have to focus
when they are surrounded on
all sides, and hold that focus”

Youre A Good Man,
Charlie Brown follows the
YDTP tradition of present-

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

ing musicals with a smaller
cast in the early spring. Hill-
strom is planning ahead for
the non-profit youth theatre
groups summer program,
when they will be presenting
Mary Poppins. And she’s just
booked the Robertson The-
atre at the Performing Arts
Centre in St. Catharines for
Dec. 6 through 9 to present
the musical Newsies.

Since founding YDTP
in 2015 and assembling her
staff, Hillstrom has worked
with dozens of young aspiring
actors and built relationships
with many supportive busi-
nesses in the community.

And she’s proud to have

seen many of her students win
roles in productions at the
Shaw Festival. Dubois herself
appeared in White Christmas
in 2022. And when Gypsy
takes to the floorboards at the
Festival Theatre this season,
Yellow Door students Wren

Evans, Hannah Otta and
Sofia Otta will be part of the
production.

While continuing to re-
hearse for the March 11 and
12 performances, Dubois
and Kasper are also involved
in theatre projects at school.
Dubois is in the ensemble
for Laura Secord’s upcoming
production of A Midsummer
Nights Dream, while Kasper

plays crazy director Gene
Culpepper in Eden’s presenta-
tion of Murder’s in the Heir, an
interactive murder mystery.

But the busy schedule isn't
too much of a challenge for ei-
ther of the young actors, who
are simply getting a chance to
do what they love, perform-
ing with their friends in front
of a supportive audience.

Tickets for Youre A Good
Man, Charlie Brown are
$15 and can be purchased
in advance via tinyurl.com/
cykh8wx2 or bought at the
door the day of the show,
at the Yellow Door Theatre
Project Studio at 504 Line 2 in
NOTL.

Avery Kasper as Charlie Brown, with (back) Alex Bergshoeff as Snoopy, Liam Marriott as
Schroeder, Diego Rey as Linus: and (front) Maya Sternin as Sally, Catherine Dubois as Lucy,
and Leah Hyatt as Sally — she and Sternin share the role. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Liam Marriott, Maya Sternin and Leah Hyatt rehearse a scene.

Performers in You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown, rehearse a scene in which they are riding

in a school bus.
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Future of hospital should include community use, town ownership

The doctors are gone, and an
almost-empty building sits on a
beautiful property in a prime lo-
cation in the Old Town. It’s time
for council to move ahead and
make a decision on what to do
with the former hospital build-
ing on Wellington Street.

It may need some updating,
but first the grand old building
needs a purpose.

Andagroup of residents with
a grand plan to match the build-
ing is offering that purpose — to
serve the community as a hub for

arts, culture and education.

A presentation to the town
about the former hospital
building, expected at last week's
meeting, was put off until this
Tuesday. Since council meetings
are now held mostly on Tuesday
evenings — after decades of the
traditional Monday nights —
just as The Local is going to press
to be delivered with your mail
Wednesday morning, we can't
report on the presentation in this
week’s paper. That story will be
online later. In the meantime, we

can say what we hope took place.
Robin Ridesic, along with
Tim Jennings, Shaw Festival
CEOQ, and Tim Johnson, a Shaw
board member and Indigenous
educator, were hoping to con-
vince council members, first
and foremost, of the importance
of holding on to community-use
properties to retain the town's vi-
brancy and sustainability.
Ridesic was one of a group
of residents who tried to estab-
lish a community hub in the
former Parliament Oak School

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

Sharper (Apple TV, 2023) is
a film experience where none of
the characters is who he seems to
be, so there are endless dramatic

character revelations. The writ-
ing, direction and acting are all
superb; however, what I learned
as I watched was both alarming
and somewhat depressing.
Donald Combe is a re-
tired English teacher ~who

loves to go to the movies. Until
he resumes going to theatres,
he has graciously agreed to
share his opinions, through
short and sweet” exclusives,
of Netflix series and movies for
The Local.

Where’s Ben?

Eden student Ben Foster continues to discover new locations in NOTL, wondering how
familiar others may be with them. If you know where this photo was taken, email penny@
notllocal.com. Two weeks ago, Ben was at the Mackenzie Printery in Queenston, and we
neglected to mention that Christine Rizzuto got that one right. Last week, Ben was at the
former Parliament Oak School. New NOTL resident Raymond Marina identified the loca-
tion and said he was pleased to learn some of the history of the school.
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when the school board declared
that building surplus.

We all know how that
turned out, what has happened
with that property since, and
what its future is likely to hold.

Just imagine the developers
salivating to get their hands on
the hospital property!

When it became obvious
Parliament Oak was not an op-
tion for a community hub that
would include a not-for-profit
school, Royal Oak Community
School opened in the Market
Room of the Court House, and
then moved to the hospital site,
where it has since expanded.

Since then, the town has
asked for expressions of inter-
est to redevelop the Wellington
Street property. They received
nine proposals, all were reject-
ed by the last term of council,
and the process came to a halt.
In addition to the proposal of
an arts, culture and educational
hub, which would keep ROCS
as a tenant along with other
non-profit organizations, other
suggestions included tourism
accommodation, seniors hous-
ing, residential housing, and
parking, among other ideas.

Council decided to put oft
making any decisions, and said
last summer that any further

attempts to find a use for the
property would wait until Jan-
uary 2023.

In the meantime, the doc-
tors and LifeLabs that were
located in the building have
moved out, and there remains
only the school, which takes up
a small portion of the building;
a massage therapist; and office
space for the NOTL Communi-
ty Palliative Care Service.

The presentation this week
was expected to include an ask
that the lease agreements with
the remaining three tenants be
extended, and that additional
community organizations be
prioritized as tenants, while
stressing the importance of
preserving the community fa-
cility zoning for the property.
Although the school is presum-
ably hoping to continue to grow
with a secured future at the site,
there is room for so much more
that would benefit the commu-
nity, in terms of arts and cultural
non-profit organizations that
could have more space, social
and physical, deliver more ser-
vices to the community, and
connect the community.

Councillors of the last term,
who decided to defer a deci-
sion, did so in part because the
proposals that were received

seemed to make them realize
the shortage of appropriate
community space — many of
those zoned as such have in re-
cent years been sold.

Creating a long-term tenant
space seems a perfect solution
that would allow the town to re-
tain ownership of the building,
while providing a location that
can meet the current needs of
some of the non-profits in town
which have expressed interest
in it, allowing them to expand
their presence and their services
to the community.

It would also help the town
offset costs of maintaining the
aging building.

The Creative, Cultural and
Community Hub, as presented
by those who want to see the
building’s community use con-
tinue, with the bricks and mor-
tar remaining in the hands of
the town, would redress a situ-
ation that was created years ago
with the sale of Parliament Oak
and other community build-
ings, and avoid having history
repeat itself. Hopefully this cur-
rent council agrees, and sees this
proposal as a win for all — arts,
culture, education, the commu-
nity and the town.

Penny Coles

The Local

Rumours of enslaved people
buried at Centre St. addressed

Shawna Butts
Assistant Gurator and
Education Programmer

of the NOTL Museum

Information  has  been
sourced from the Joy Ormsby
files, NOTL Museum’s House
files (digital and physical),
Black History research files,
Niagara Eve of War website/
research, People Files, and the
NOTL Museum’s permanent
collection. Additional resources
were outsourced, including the
website The Niagara Settlers.

In 1796, Miles Hitchcock
received the Crown Grant for
lot 202 in the Town of Niaga-
ra. In a petition transcript ob-
tained from the Upper Canada
Land Petitions, held by Library
and Archives Canada (accessed
via The Niagara Settlers),
Hitchcock states that he arrived
in the province in 1786 with his
wife and six children after serv-
ing the British Army during the
American Revolution. For his
service, he received 600 acres
of land, however, he does not
indicate where the land was in
the province. In this petition,
he is requesting land on lots
14 and 15 on the Twenty Mile
Creek (Lincoln area).

In 1787, Robert Hamilton
compiled one of the earliest
census records in the Niagara
Region. It is made up of three
sections with the latter having
settlers who settled in the Clin-
ton (Lincoln, Beamsville, Vine-

land area) and Grimsby Town-
ships. Hitchcock and his family
are listed in the third section of
this census. This, coupled with
the fact that Hitchcock peti-
tioned the land board for lots
located along the Twenty Mile
Creek indicates that he, in all
likelihood, settled in the Clin-
ton Township area.

Under Hitchcocks own-
ership, the property appears
to have remained vacant, and
in 1800, he sold the lot to
Abraham Davenport for 25
pounds. The lot very likely
continued to remain vacant
under Davenport’s tenure, as
there was no war loss claim
submitted for the property fol-
lowing the War of 1812.

John Breakenridge pur-
chased the property from the
heir of Abraham Davenport in
1822.

John Breakenridge (1789-
1828) was the son of United
Empire Loyalist David Break-
enridge, who received a land
grant in the Prescott area fol-

lowing the American Revolu-
tion. David must have provid-
ed his children with a decent
education, as John was able
to study law, was listed in the
Law Society of Upper Canada
register in 1812, and was called
before the Kings Bench in 1817
as a barrister. John is often
confused in several historical
writings as a lawyer from Vir-
ginia. The lawyer from Virgin-
ia was John C. Breckenridge
(note the spelling difference)
who was once vice-president of
the United States, pro-slavery,
and an enslaver. Following the
American Civil War, John C.
Breckenridge did seek refuge in
Niagara to prevent his persecu-
tion for his actions during the
war. Beginning in 1866, Breck-
enridge and his family rented
and lived at the home at 80
Front Street and by 1868 they
were renting 120 Front Street.
In 1816, John Breakenridge
married Mary Warren Bald-

Continued on page 7

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth
416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868

For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:

905-688-3711 (Crisis Line) #SAFE (#7233)
kidshelpphone.ca 1-866-863-0511
MENTAL HEALTH (Toll Free)
AND ADDICTIONS  ALCOHOLICS
ACCESS A'\;“QNYMOUS CRIME STOPPERS
(Toll Free) Wednesday evening  1-800-222-8477
1-866-550-5205 8 p.m.to 9 p.m. ) (T"?S)
St. Mark’s Parish Hall niagaratips.com
GAMBLER’S 41 Byron St., NOTL Text 274637 (CRIMES),
ANONYMOUS or find a meeting keyword: Niagara,

905-351-1616

905-682-2140

then your tip
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—g!oeMETTERS Parliament Oak proposal does not warrant consideration==

I'was disappointed in the lat-
est proposal for the Parliament
Oak property since after spend-
ing a decade here I thought
Benny Marotta (of Two Sisters
Resorts and Solmar, now own-

er of the property) would have
come to appreciate what makes
Niagara-on-the-Lake unique.
New buildings have always
been compatible with their sur-
roundings in use, size, materials

and scale. Its called contextual-
ism, and its a philosophy that
has been successfully followed
in the design of new structures
in the town for 200 years.

Mr. Marotta is insulting our

community and embarrassing
himself in proposing a huge
brick and stone hotel in the
middle of one-and-a-half and
two-storey single family hous-
es, clad primarily with wood

siding or stucco.

Town council and staff
should not give this proposal
any serious consideration as it
reveals poor land use planning
as well as proposing a building

that wouldn't be compatible
anywhere in town, not just on
this property.

Wayne Murray, B. Arch,
MRAIC NOTL

= Yoea ETTERS People in Ukraine and from Ukraine still need help =

Victoria Biliak Katz immi-
grated to Canada in 2015 when
Russia annexed the Crimea. She is
now the president of AMD FOR
HOPE (amdforhope.com), an or-
ganization committed to helping
relieve the suffering of Ukrainian
victims during their atrocious
fight for freedom.

Victoria is one of those re-

sponsible for humanitarian aid
for newcomers to the Niagara
region. The organization is reach-
ing out for help in providing new
arrivals from Ukraine with:

« Household items — dishes,
towels, bedding, small applianc-
es, pots and pans

o Toiletries — soap, tooth-
paste, shampoo, laundry detergent

« Diapers, wet wipes, school
supplies, toys

« Non-perishable food items
— cereal, quick oats, pasta,
canned food, peanut butter, en-
ergy bars, etc.

For those still in Ukraine,
ADM FOR HOPE has collected
and shipped medical aid donat-
ed by other local non-profits as

well as humanitarian supplies
collected locally.

Those still in Ukraine need:

» Sleeping bags, gym mats

o Thermal clothing, socks,
new under clothing, hand/foot
warmers

 Non-prescription drugs
(Tylenol, Advil, cold medica-
tion), vitamins, bandages

« Non-perishable food items
— cereal, quick oats, pasta,
canned food, peanut butter, en-
ergy bars, etc.

For pick-up in Niagara-
on-the-Lake e-mail Helen Mc-
Callum at hfmccallum@gmail.
com.

A lot of you have already
donated and it is very much ap-

preciated. The crises, however,
continues.

Take a look around your
home and you will find things for
which you no longer have a need:
rest assured they will be a treasure
to someone who has nothing.

Helen McCallum
NOTL

NOTL Museum research ‘can’t determine validity of rumours’

Continued from page 6

win and a year later the couple
moved into the first home that
he had built in Niagara — 363
Simcoe Street (lot 201). A few
years after moving to Niagara,
John had another home built
at 392 Mississauga Street (lot
227), and by 1823 John had
constructed the home at 240
Centre Street (lot 202). The
Breakenridges were living in
this home by 1825. In 1828,
John Breakenridge died. To
counteract the loss in income,
his wife Mary and Eliza Fen-
wick opened and operated the
Niagara Seminary for Young
Ladies from 1829 until 1832.
In 1852, Mary sold the home to
John Connelly for 250 pounds.

When John was just four
years old, the 1793 Act to Lim-
it Slavery in Upper Canada
was passed. This act gradually
abolished the practice in the
province but did not imme-
diately free those who were
enslaved. The sale of enslaved
people would still occur in the
province until the practice was
abolished in the entire British
Commonwealth in 1834. There
have been questions raised if
John could have afforded or
had enslaved people at the 240
Centre Street property.

Legally John could have
enslaved people as the practice
of buying/selling was still le-
gal when he acquired the 240
Centre Street property. Recent
statements have been made that
Breakenridge could not have
afforded to enslave anyone.

.
.
.

FREE HOME EVALUATION'
CALL OR TEXT THE MILLERS
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This is not necessarily correct
for several reasons. Since en-
slaved people were considered
personal property, they were
often named in Last Will and
Testaments. The Breakenridges
could have inherited them at no
cost to his person. Additionally,
account ledgers or John's Last
Will and Testament do not ap-
pear in any institution, or they
remain in private collections,
meaning that evidence to sub-
stantiate his ability or inability
to afford to enslave people can-
not be ascertained until the evi-
dence becomes available.

One of the statutes in the Act
to Limit Slavery was that any re-
cently freed enslaved person (ei-
ther via the law or manumitted)
had to receive security from
their former enslaver. Security
could have been in the form of
individuals being held in trust
by a local church or town war-
den. What this rule promoted
was that enslavers could em-
ploy people they had formerly
enslaved as indentured servants
(for a maximum of nine years,
at which point the term could
be renewed). According to Joy
Ormsby’s research notes on
the property, there is an 1826
Gleaner Newspaper advertise-
ment where the Breakenridges
are seeking help for the return
of their indentured servant
Maria and her father, and they
are offering a reward. Unfortu-
nately, this advertisement could
not be found, at this time, in
any issue held by the NOTL
Museum. Without any written
records or census records from

around this time, we are unable
to substantiate whether Maria
and her father were formerly
enslaved by the Breakenridges,
manumitted, and then inden-
tured by them or if they simply
entered an indentured contract
via other means.

When Mary operated the
home as a school with Eliza
Fenwick, Eliza mentions in a
letter dated October 31, 1831,
paying three shillings for ser-
vices provided by servants. It
is unknown if these were the
father/daughter previously in-
dentured by Mary and John.
A few years after the school
closed, the enslavement of peo-
ple was abolished in the entire
British empire.

A question that should be
raised is: If the Breakenridges
buried enslaved people on their
property, why didnt they bury
them at St. Andrew’s graveyard
directly across the street or at
the Baptist Cemetery (1830)?
The family was very involved
in St. Andrews Church and
its construction, and the fami-
ly would have likely had some
sway in having them buried
in the graveyard. Burying en-
slaved people on consecrated
ground was not uncommon
in Niagara-on-the-Lake. Evi-
dence of this is found at Christ
Church McNab.

For some reason, the ru-
mours of enslaved people being
buried on this property seem to
have attached themselves to John
Breakenridge’s ownership. How-
ever, written records of these
rumours pre-date his ownership.

A 1956 St. Catharines Stan-
dard article by Frances Phelps
found in the museum’s digi-
tal house files and in the Joy
Ormsby files, states that Miles
Hitchcock built the brick home
at 240 Centre Street in 1796 and
that on this one-acre lot was an
additional home for his daugh-
ter. The family enslaved 18 in-
dividuals and they would travel
between these two homes.
Frances Phelps also indicates
that it is believed beneath a
knoll in the back garden, the
Hitchcock family buried three
people they had enslaved. This
is the only written record that
mentions enslaved people be-
ing buried on this property.
However, this article must be
taken with a grain of salt as
there are several major histor-
ical inaccuracies, and Frances
Phelps does not source where
they obtained their research.

Firstly, we know for a fact
that John Breakenridge com-
missioned 240 Centre Street to
be built in 1823. Frances Phelps’
indication that this brick home
was built by Hitchcock in 1796
and that many of the window-
panes, the original knocker and
much of the original hardware
remain from his ownership,
is false. In fact, John Break-
enridges affiliation with this
property in this article is but
one short sentence. Addition-
ally, at the time of Hitchcocks
ownership, brick homes were
not common. During the town's
formative years, there were only
a few brick homes within the
present municipal boundaries

289-687-9455

of Niagara-on-the-Lake, sever-
al of which pre-date the War of
1812. During this period, many
of the homes in Niagara were
described as hovels, shacks, cab-
ins, skeletons and ruins (Cap-
ital Years). Many of the homes
that were built during the early
days of Niagaras settlement
were made from wood, a read-
ily available and cheap materi-
al. Even men who were part of
the colonial elite had homes,
although much grander, built
from wood.

Additionally, proof that
this lot likely remained vacant
until Breakenridge purchased
it can be found on the 1810
Gray Map of Niagara. This
map shows buildings that were
in the town during this time.
There is no building shown on
lot 202. However, as previously
mentioned, the lack of a war
loss claim following the War of
1812 may be further proof of it
being a vacant lot.

With regards to proof of the
Hitchcock family enslaving 18
people, Natasha Henry, Assis-
tant Professor of African Cana-
dian History at York University
and President of the Ontario
Black History Society, was un-
able to determine if Hitchcock
enslaved people. Further re-
search to locate evidence is re-
quired.

This means that the histor-
ical information presented in
this article, including the men-
tion of 18 enslaved people and
their burial on the property,
should be heavily questioned.

In the house history file for

CALL MATT, SALLY AND WILL MILLER

240 Centre Street, there is also
a document detailing informa-
tion about the homes (men-
tioned above) that were built
by John Breakenridge. In this
package of information, the
author, who is unknown, men-
tions that Arent/Aaron Bradt,
who received the Crown Grant
for lot 227 (329 Mississauga
Street) buried six enslaved peo-
ple on this property. However,
I have not been able to locate
records of Bradt having en-
slaved people. Natasha Henry
was able to provide informa-
tion that Andrew Bradt, Arent’s
son, did enslave people, but
was unable to determine if he
inherited them from his father.

Records found on The Ni-
agara Settlers website indicate
that Bradt had settled on 200
acres of land in the Niagara
Township (lots 72/73) in 1784.
Bradt received lot 227 in 1796
and in the same year he died,
leaving it vacant. The property
appears to have remained in his
name until it was sold to John
Breakenridge in 1817.

Since lots 227 and 202 butt
onto each other, the rumour of
the burial of enslaved people
could have started with either
lot. Sadly, without any primary
source information including
death or burial records, the
NOTL Museum cannot deter-
mine the validity of these ru-
mours. Additionally, without
being able to locate the true
source of these rumours (it
may not be Frances Phelps’ ar-
ticle) we cannot trace how valid
they may or may not be.
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Learn and Live series continues at the library

Mike Balsom
The Local

The research is irrefutable.
Lifelong learning is important
for our well-being and can
help stave off dementia and
other diseases.

In an article called Lifelong
Learning; Why Do We Need It?
in the journal Procedia - Social
and Behavioral Sciences, doc-
tors Marjan Laal and Peyman
Salamati write, “continuous
building of skills and knowl-
edge throughout the life of
an individual enhances social
inclusion, active citizenship
and personal development,
helps people to take an ac-
tive part in civic life, lead a
more sustainable lifestyle, and
improves their health and
wellbeing”

To that end, a popular
series of lectures, workshops
and seminars with a focus on
learning for all ages returns
next Monday, March 6 to the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Public
Library. The first of 11 ses-
sions will feature Bonnie Bag-
nulo from NOTL Communi-
ty Palliative Care Service.

It's part of the Learn and
Live Series that got its start in
2021 via recommendations
from the town's Community
Wellness Committee’s report
to council that year.

Live and Learn kicked off
in October 2021, with Dr. Ron
Clavier speaking on the emo-

On March 27, author and advocate Sue Lantz leads a discussion on successful aging. Shown is her guide for managing options for “your best aging journey.”

(Supplied)

tional wellness of learning.
Clavier was followed by Mc-
Master University professor
Larry Chambers on reducing
the risk of dementia, and then
geriatrician Dr. Sam Thrall
speaking about healthy aging.

In spring 2022, topics

included partnering with
losses, a session on the three
museums in NOTL, an event
for youth called Mind Over
Matter, and a guest from the
Avanti Singers leading a ses-
sion called Finding Your Sing-
ing Voice.

For this years program,
co-organizers Cindy Grant
and Terry Mactaggart gath-
ered feedback from those who
attended previous events.

“Terry and I sat and brain-
stormed,” says Grant. ‘At
one point last year, we asked
attendees what kinds of ses-
sions they would like. We had
that information, and we had
a couple of other people join
us for some meetings to get
more input. Then we started
approaching potential guests
for this year”

Grant buzzes with excite-
ment about this year’s lineup.

“We didn't want it to be
just about one topic, she
says. “Wellness can really be
anything. And Terry always
emphasizes that this needs to
be a program that reaches all
ages, not just the seniors in
town.”

Indeed, this years ses-
sions, which run up to July
17, are widely varied in na-
ture. Grant is really looking
forward to a few that should
help fill Mactaggart’s mandate
of appealing to all ages.

On March 27, author and
advocate Sue Lantz leads a
discussion on expanding the
options for successful aging
in place. Lantz is a policy ex-
pert and a voice for seniors
and people with disabilities.
She serves on the board of di-
rectors for a global organiza-
tion called 880 Cities and the
advisory board for Toronto
Metropolitan University’s Na-
tional Institute on Aging.

“Debbie Krause from the
library suggested her] says
Grant. “She consults with all
kinds of people, including
municipalities. She will shed
light on the supports that we
need to age in our own homes
here in Niagara-on-the-Lake”

“Sue came to us via one
of our patrons, Krause, the

library’s community engage-
ment coordinator, tells The
Local. “Because of what she
talks about, I figured it would
be a really great fit for the
Learn and Live program. So I
passed it on to Cindy and Ter-
ry to run it under the Learn
and Live umbrella”

The June 5 session is
called Unpacking Indigenous
Baggage — Updating your
Carry-ons.

“I'm really hoping we get
a great turnout for Willow
(Shawanoo-Kechego)  from
the Niagara Regional Native
Centre; Grant says of that
night. “She is so passionate
and energetic. In the hour-
long meeting we had with her
I learned so much from her
about Indigenous issues and
what this land means to their
people. I am sure people will
find her talk fascinating”

And a highlight for Grant
and many others will surely
be the June 19 session fea-
turing Shaw Festival artistic
director Tim Carroll.

“Hell be talking about
how to watch a play, says
Grant, “what to think about
while you watch it, how it gets
put together. I'm really, really
excited about that one, too”

Grant expects Carroll’s ap-
pearance to be very popular,
and Krause is ready for any
overflow that might cause.

“Last year’s sessions were
all at capacity, Krause says,
“but that was set at 25 to 30
because of COVID. I think
anything that has to do with
Shaw will draw a big audience
in this town. The rotunda can
seat up to 80 people, because
the shelves are moveable. We
also have the option of mov-
ing out of that space com-
pletely and heading into the
Rotary Room.”

Grant stresses that the
program is open to all ages

and free for all to attend. Each
guest donates their time to
lead their Learn and Live
session. As well, the library is
happy to host each event in
their atrium free of charge.

A few of the talks, how-
ever, move out of the library
this year, including a four-
part series in May on creat-
ing your own tiny museum
exhibition that will take place
at the NOTL Museum and
the Community Centre. And
the final event on July 17, The
Prettiest Town in Canada:
How Does it Happen, with
NOTL Parks supervisor J.B.
Hopkins, will be held on the
Court House steps.

For the first session on
March 5, NOTL CPCS ex-
ecutive director Bonnie Ba-
gnulo hopes to dispel some
myths about what palliative
care is and isn't, and also draw
some attention to some of the
lesser-known services the or-
ganization offers.

“Palliative Care begins
at the onset of a life-limiting
progressive illness,” says Bag-
nulo. “It follows through for
a year after the loss. What Id
like the community to know
is that we would like to be
working with people living
with a life-limiting illness
at the onset of that illness.
Sometimes we can be with
our client for years”

Bagnulos talk will focus
on resources for in-home care
and bereavement as well.

“We also have a caregiv-
er program that we are just
starting,” she adds. “We want
everyone to know that we are
here to care for our clients
and our caregivers.’

Pre-registration is re-
quired for the Learn and Live
series. Visit the library’s web-
site at notlpubliclibrary.org
and follow the links on the
events calendar.
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Two visions — benches versus restored headstones

Continued from page 1

The chasm between them
is so deep that Russell, who
originally proposed the town
hire ARA, didn’t know that had
occurred and the work was go-
ing ahead, until he heard about
it from The Local. The town,
with Kevin Turcotte, parks and
recreation supervisor, appar-
ently taking the lead, notified
Webber and the fundraising
committee members, who
have decided that once the first
research phase of the archaeo-
logical work is completed, they
have a different plan for the
property.

Now, with the research
that committee members have
done, “we know the huge prob-
ability of who is buried there,
says Webber. They have been
working with the museum, he
says, “and our sense is the 18
names we have are the people
who are likely buried there”

His plan includes having
those names engraved on a
memorial wall of some lasting
material — possibly marble,
concrete or steel — for all to
read, he says.

Webber envisions the cem-
etery as a place with pathways
and benches, where visitors will
learn about the burial ground
from the plaque that relays its
history, and will be able to sit
for a time of quiet reflection.
He says he believes that plan
to be a better use of any money
raised than the expensive work
of excavating headstones and

preserving them.

He and Russell had the dis-
cussion about going their sepa-
rate ways last October, he says.

“He doesn't want to work
with the committee. He wants
to do his thing, and I'll do mine”

Webber says his concept
for the cemetery, which has the
support of the committee, “s, I
think, an even better approach”

The committee, the town,
and the Burial Association of
Ontario, which oversees ceme-
teries, will be working together,
he added, and he is confident of

their support.
Russell knows he can be
confrontational, and isn't

bothered by that. He has defi-
nite ideas of what he believes
should be done, and isn't back-
ing down from his beliefs.

If ARA recommends the
second and third stages it out-
lines in its report, Russell wants
those carried out, although he
doesn’t know who will pay for
it. He feels strongly the town, as
owner of the cemetery, should
foot the bill.

He has also spent months
trying to get the owner of
the property at 240 Centre
Street, which borders Missis-
sagua Street, to use ground-
penetrating radar on that prop-
erty. There are two homes that
were originally owned by the
same family bookending the
property, and there have been
rumours for years that the fam-
ily had enslaved servants, and
that some of them might have
been buried there.

But he has met with resis-

tance every step of the way.
Although there have been sev-
eral phases of an archaeological
study and dig on that property,
he explains none of the work
that has been done eliminates
the possibility of graves.

Research undertaken by
Shawna Butts of the NOTL
Museum indicates that is a pos-
sibility, but the rumours are just
that — there is no evidence to
prove they're true.

Russell says there are tools
that can confirm whether there
are bodies buried on that prop-
erty, and ground-penetrating
radar is one of them. He has
tried, unsuccessfully so far, to
use legal means to force further
investigation, and he says he
isn'’t one to give up.

Although he has been told
there is no intention to develop
the property; he is afraid that at
some point it might be done,
with no attempt to do further
archaeological studies “in the
right places” to be certain there
are no graves. “I dont know
what else to do. I don't under-
stand why this is so hard,” he
says, referring to the use of
ground-penetrating radar. “It’s
frustrating as heck”

And the future of the Negro
Burial Ground is even more
frustrating for Russell, given
the likelihood that unearthing
headstones will not happen.

However, he says, he has
a “plan B. In April, Tll be
back, with a petition that I'll
ask the residents of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake to sign, urging
the town to pay for the com-

plete archaeological restoration
of the Negro Burial Ground”
He says he has no problem
“with making a lot of noise, and
being a pain,” and he plans to

continue to do just that.

“Its been 147 years, and
town councils have not done
anything. The time for talking
is long past. Town council

needs a push, until the peo-
ple buried in the Negro Burial
Ground have been given back
the identity that has been taken
from them.”

George Webber, the chair of the fundraising committee, would like to see benches in the Negro
Burial Ground, with a wall that has the names of those buried there. (Supplied)

James Russell and his wife Marilyn were in NOTL in September, putting down new flags to mark
the graves as detected through ground-penetrating radar. He hasn’t given up on the idea of hav-
ing headstones unearthed and restored. (Mike Balsom)
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Police marine unit trains
from dock at Navy Hall

Mike Balsom
The Local

Niagara-on-the-Lake Local
photographer David Gilchrist,
himself a diver, was out with
his camera recently and came
across a group of divers from
the Niagara Regional Police
marine unit participating in a
training exercise off the dock at
Navy Hall.

The Local reached out to
Sgt. Jon Pilkington of the NRP
for details on the dive, which
was part of the units regular
weekly training routine.

“We train at various loca-
tions around the region where
we are able to get exposure to
different diving conditions for
any of our policing functions
we are required to perform,
Pilkington told The Local.

“That was a day for us to get
exposure to zero visibility, he
went on, “some light current,
and varied degree of conditions
and obstacles on the bottom.
And on that day we were using
a scuba system”

The river near Navy Hall
has some unique features that
lend themselves to such a train-
ing dive. Pilkington points out
that about 25 to 30 feet from
shore there is an eddy. The cur-
rent closer to the dock is very
gentle, moving in a southern
direction, but further out it
changes to flow north in the di-
rection of Lake Ontario.

“It can pose some poten-
tial challenges to an inexperi-
enced diver; Pilkington says.
But as he explains, there is not
much likelihood anyone on
this month’s training session at
Navy Hall fit that bill.

To become a member of
the marine unit, officers must
already be second class con-
stables, with experience on the
road and on a uniform patrol.
This usually takes at least three
years. When an opening comes
up, they apply to the unit al-
most like they are applying for
anew job.

“We put a posting out,” he
says, “there’s a resume package
you have to submit, some other
qualifications to meet and test-
ing you have to pass. We follow
the commercial diving require-
ments. Anyone applying has to
have a minimum of an open

water scuba certification, with
a certain number of dives and
bottom time accumulated.
They have some experience
coming in. We aren't teaching
them how to dive”

As sergeant of the marine
unit, Pilkington oversees a
team of seven constables who
are certified to dive. They op-
erate out of the NRP’s support
services division based in St.
Catharines, but respond to sit-
uations across the region. Be-
cause of that reach, they also
train across the region.

“We do various locations
along the Niagara River; he
said. “Miller’s Creek in Fort
Erie, some shore-based loca-
tions along the river, and places
like Sherkston and the Welland
Recreational Waterway. And
off the shore, we jump in off
the boat to get some different
exposure to open water condi-
tions. Anywhere we can get to
that has water, we train there”

The length of each training
session depends on the num-
ber of divers who are fit to dive
that day. And, of course, the
weather is a major factor. Pilk-
ington says each diver has his
or her own comfort level under
very cold conditions.

“Depending on the system
we're using for a dive;” Pilking-
ton adds, “it all depends on the
depth they are going to. The
deeper they're going, the more
air they will consume. So if
they’re on scuba, they are limit-
ed to the amount of air in their
cylinder, compared to surface-
supply, which provides air from
the surface to the diver”

The unit operates five pa-
trol vessels, including two 9.4-
metre Zodiacs as their primary
patrol vessels, capable of head-
ing into open water on Lakes
FErie and Ontario.

They also have a smaller,
22-foot secondary patrol vessel
based in the upper Niagara Riv-
er, and two personal watercraft,
or Sea-Doos.

“Those are for beach patrols
and close shoreline searches,
says Pilkington, a 24-year vet-
eran of the NRP and a 17-year
veteran of the marine unit.
“And we do have two additional
smaller, tiller-style vessels that
we can use for shoreline search-
es and to access areas like Lake
Gibson and Lake Moodie”

From about May through
October, the marine unit is out
on patrol vessels in Lakes Erie
and Ontario and on the Niag-
ara River. They work with both
the Canadian and U.S. Coast
Guards, as well as the Grimsby
auxiliary marine rescue unit
and the Port Colborne marine
auxiliary rescue unit to respond
to search and rescue missions.

Pilkington began diving
recreationally in 1994, and it
didn't take long for him to re-
alize that he could combine
his hobby with his profession.
His options, besides policing,
included diving commercially.
He, of course, chose the former.

“In our area,” he says, “we are
fortunate that there are so many
varied things going on between
the marine patrols and the dives,
and supporting our front-line
officers. Most days, it doesn't
even feel like going to work”

Niagara Regional Police marine unit divers train from the dock at Navy Hall. (Photos by David Gilchrist)



notllocal.com

THENOTL pew/ M March1,2023 11

Women gather to share ideas, support each other

Penny Coles
The Local

Judging by the success of
her first Women in Business
event, Helle Brodie feels she's
hit on something women in
Niagara-on-the-Lake  both
need and want.

She is planning her second
event this Thursday, March 2
at The Old Winery, and the
group is already growing.

She was pleased to have
“20 fabulous women” attend
the first gathering, represent-
ing a range of ages and busi-
nesses, including construc-
tion, decorating, real estate,
mortgages and insurance,
therapy and coaching, and
food services.

“The energy in the room
was incredible] she says,

and the consensus is this is
much needed in the NOTL
area.”

A Facebook group has
been created for the group, she
says, and in a very short time
had grown to 95 members.

Her plan is for women to
get to know each other, share
ideas and support each other.
Its not intended as a network
for promotion or sales, she
stresses, although several of
the women who attended the
first meeting have told her it
almost immediately helped
build clientele, through word
of mouth.

“The 