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Dianne Tomlinson prepares for the EarlyOn Centre opening at the Niagara Regional Native Centre March 23. (Penny Coles)
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Native Centre
addition finished

Ready to offer programs

Penny Coles
The Local

The expansion at the
Niagara Regional Native
Centre is complete, with
new programming begin-
ning soon.

Although  there has
been no date for an official
opening celebration, pro-
gramming for children and
families will begin in the
new space March 23, and
there will be a drumming
and dancing event to rec-
ognize it.

A five-day-a-week Ear-
lyOn Centre will open at
that time, and some ex-
isting programming will
move to the new premises,
which include three new
rooms. They are bright and
colourful, with comfy seat-
ing, lots of toys and books
for children of all ages, big

windows to let in natural
light, and decorating, such
as artwork on the walls,
that reflects Indigenous
culture.

The EarlyOn program
is open to the community,
says registered early child
educator Dianne Tomlin-
son, who is in the process
of setting up the sched-
ule for the new premises,
which is officially called the
Clear Skies EarlyOn Child
and Family Centre.

As with other Early-
On centres, funded by the
Province but administered
by the Region, experts
will be invited for specif-
ic programming, such as
yoga and infant massage —
Tomlinson already has two

Continued on
page 4

Black History experts told ‘riveting’ stories

Personal stories brought history to life

Penny Coles
The Local

At the tiny, historic
chapel in Queenston, the
Niagara Parks Commis-
sion hosted its first Black
history symposium Sat-
urday, with three com-
munity historians telling
riveting, stories of them-
selves and their families.

Parks commission
heritage manager Jim

Hill says the event sold
out very quickly, and it
was the personal stories
as told by the speakers
that made the afternoon
such a success.

“These were dramatic
experiences, brought to
life for us by people who
were personally connect-
ed to them, and also con-
nected to important his-
toric sites where they are
accustomed to talking

about generations of
history to visitors every
day,” says Hill.

The speakers at the
Queenston Chapel,
which has been renovat-
ed to make year-round
events more comfortable,
included historian Ro-
chelle Bush, who spoke
of Harriet Tubman, and

Continued on

Ayo Adewumi, Rochelle Bush and Saladin Allah spoke at the Queenston Chapel Saturday,
page 3 relating stories of their ancestors about Black history in Niagara. (Fred Mercnik)
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Museum session highlights what’s best about it

Also brings out what needs improvement

Penny Coles
The Local

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Museum needs more space,
more visitors — especial-
ly young ones — and stable
funding to ensure both oper-
ations and the historic build-
ing are sustainable.

Those were some of the
many passionate responses
to questions raised during an
envisioning session held at
the museum Friday, as part of
a process to create a strategic
plan for its future.

The session was led by
Rebecca Jones of Dysart &
Jones Associates, aided by
Daryl Novak, also of D&J and
the chair of the NOTL Public
Library board.

About 40 people attended,
many with connections to the
museum or other local cul-
tural organizations.

“The board has to make
difficult decisions that will
impact on the organization
for the next five to 10 years,
said Jones, asking the audi-
ence what is important to
them about the town.

Answers included the
feeling of peace and quiet, its
proximity to major centres,
the cultural activities offered,
the cultural networks, the
natural beauty, its unique-
ness as the “little gem we have

here and the history and
heritage it represents.

When asked about con-
cerns, audience members
spoke of inappropriate devel-
opment, overwhelming tour-
ism, the threat to museum
funding, and that it might be
closed.

There was also a fear ex-
pressed of reluctance to be
open to change, about losing
the tender fruit industry to
wineries or even cannabis
growth, and about how the
town would react to climate
change and the environment.

The lack of affordable
housing was also discussed.
“People who work in town
can't afford to live in town,’
said one audience member.
“That’s an issue”

“The town is career-end-
ing, said another, citing a
lack of professional job op-
portunities.

Public transportation and
shuttle hours are also issues,
especially for those who need
to get to work in Old Town or
Glendale.

“I'm concerned about the
town becoming an amuse-
ment park;” said another au-
dience member. “Td like it to
remain a liveable, working
town.”

Turning to talk specifi-
cally of the museum, Jones
asked about what prompted

audience members to attend
the session.

One response was out
of concern for the museum,
which is “an under-appreci-
ated gem in the community?”

A common theme among
supporters was a lack of un-
derstanding or awareness of
how much the museum has
to offer, and the need for ex-
panded space for more dis-
plays and events that would
attract a larger group of peo-
ple.

“Story-telling” came up
often as the role and strength
of the museum, its ability to
protect memories of the past,
educate locals and visitors
about the town’s history, and
“preserve the authenticity of
the town”

If the stories of the com-
munity arent told, nobody
will know them — they need
to be shared in a way that’s ac-
cessible and understandable,
Jones heard.

“The role of the museum
is essential in our community,
to preserve who we are,” was
another comment.

Its role is preserving not
only artifacts, but also doc-
uments, which represent a
continuous history of the
town.

It also has a role as a part-
ner to other cultural organi-
zations, which would benefit

Facilitator Rebecca Jones (centre) led the discussion about the NOTL Museum and where
it could be in the future. Photo by Penny Coles

from working together and
helping each other, Jones was
told.

Others talked about the
museum as a Communi-
ty hub, and a place to hold
events that would draw peo-
ple to it, including children
and school groups.

“Entertainment will bring
people in, tricking people into
learning something. They
come to be entertained and
can be surreptitiously taught
while theyre here was one
comment.

“Fashion shows instead
of clothes behind glass,” was
another.

“There are so many com-
pelling physical elements
about this site, a heritage
property in this world hav-
ing an eye to the future;” said
Coun. Clare Cameron, who
was one of three council
representatives, along with
Couns. Allan Bisback and Er-
win Wiens.

There was also discussion
about the museum having a
larger role in telling the stories
of Indigenous history, and
fostering dialogue around In-
digenous history, which has
been cited as one of the rea-
sons for the expansion.

Jones then turned the talk
to the barriers that prevent
the museum from being all
people want it to be. Ac-
cessibility was one that was
mentioned, as was “the word
museum,” which to many
conjures visions of old and
dusty exhibits, a turn-off es-
pecially for the young.

“It’s considered a place to
visit when its raining,’ said

one audience member, draw-
ing chuckles from the crowd.

But others, said one lover
of museums, “might find it a
place of awe and joy. Muse-
ums mean different things to
different people”

Lack of space to display
current exhibits alongside the
“chronological history” of the
town so important to visitors
was mentioned.

“Locals want new and
different, visitors want to get
their bearings of where they
are in the community”

A teacher who has taken
school groups on museum
visits suggested more oppor-
tunity for interaction with
exhibits would allow them to
‘come away with a positive
experience’

“There is a missing voice
here, of people under 20,
said another. “We have to get
them involved”

The location is a barrier,
off the beaten track, said Bis-
back. “We've got to get people
off Queen Street to the muse-
um,” he said, adding, “T'm not
suggesting we move it

Jones asked about “ac-
celerators” that would move
the museum forward, which
turned the talk to the ex-
cellence of the staff and
volunteers, the society that
supports the museum, the
fundraisers, such as polo on
the commons, camps for
children, walking tours, the
tiny museum on wheels now
in the works, potential part-
nerships, preservation of the
building, performances that
bring people into the building
that wouldnt otherwise be

there, the Black History walk-
ing tour, and youth outreach.

“Maybe more promo-
tion, more tooting your own
horn,” echoed several com-
ments about raising the pro-
file of the museum.

Coun. Erwin Wiens
brought a touch of practical-
ity to the discussion, bringing
up the need for a “consistent
funding model,” so the muse-
um can budget in a manner
thats sustainable, without
being a burden on taxpayers.
“I would like to be pragmat-
ic, and know that we have
funding so that we don’t have
the roof falling down on us.
You need a consistent mod-
el that the museum can rely
on. Fundraising should go
toward artifacts, not the roof
or furnace”

Ron Dale, former Parks
Canada supervisor of historic
sites, suggested an increased
use of technology, including
virtual reality alongside ex-
hibits so visitors, instead of
just seeing a spinning wheel
in a glass case, “will be able
to see someone in period
costume using the spinning
wheel”

Having a website that
“draws people in from out-
side Niagara, that shows
more of the collections on-
line, was another suggestion
for the future.

The conversation
wrapped up with a discussion
of the “perplexity” of locals
either not knowing about
the museum, or not visiting
it, and the opportunity, and
necessity, with the coming
expansion, to change that.
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Town moving forward to determine hospital future

Penny Coles
The Local

Three years after pur-
chasing the former hospital
for $3.6 million, the Town is
moving toward a decision
about its future.

A steering committee, to
include three members of
council, is being appointed
to engage the public during
the consultation process,
and ensure the community
feels a strong sense of own-
ership and support for the
site’s appropriate develop-
ment.

Lord Mayor Betty Dis-

ero, and Couns. Gary Bur-
roughs and Allan Bisback
have asked to be on the
committee.

In November, 2017,
about six months after buy-
ing the property, council
approved a subcommittee
to review how to move for-
ward with a public process
regarding the site’s future.
The committee, which in-
cluded then-councillor Dis-
ero, was disbanded at the
end of the previous council
term.

Public participation
in 2018 brought forward
suggestions on how to use

the property, “and the next
move is to take all the infor-
mation from the public and
go out to the world, asking
for expressions of interest,’
says Disero.

“We’ll talk about what
the town would like to see
there, and well consider a
public-private partnership
or a long-term lease”

The results of any ex-
pressions of interest they
receive will be presented to
council, and council will de-
cide how to move forward,
says Disero.

“We need to get started.
We need to see if there is

anyone out there to help us
move forward with this”

The building could be
renovated, or it could come
down, depending on the
expressions of interest that
come forward, she said.
“Someone might want to
use it, or might say it’s not
salvageable”

The property includes
the hospital building and
nurses residence at the
back, as well as the front
parking lot. Most of the
property behind the hospi-
tal is owned by Parks Cana-
da, says Disero.

A lease with the current

Symposium teaches important history

Continued from
page 1

her last stop in St. Catha-
rines. Bush, a descendant
of a freedom-seeker, is
the trustee of the Salem
Chapel in St. Catha-
rines, and operates Tub-
man Tours Canada. Her
great-great-grandfather
was the minister at the
church on Geneva Street
when Tubman was a
member.

Author Saladin Allah
gives talks at the Niag-
ara Falls Underground
Railroad Heritage Center
in Niagara Falls, N.Y,,
and spoke of the histo-
ry of the Underground
Railroad in Niagara. He
is a descendant of free-
dom-seeker Josiah Hen-
son.

Ayo Adewumi came
from Nigeria in 2004,
and spoke of living in
Canada and the Afro-Ca-
nadian experience.

‘The depth of their
knowledge is incredi-
ble, and very detailed,”
says Hill. “Yet Saladin
can condense 500 years
of history into two min-
utes.”

The parks commis-
sion has recognized

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Black history and incor-
porated it into events
and plaques, but is be-
ginning to do more, and
trying to ensure they are
telling the correct stories,

says Hill.

“We've been getting
lots of questions about
Black history,” he says.
“More and more people
are asking questions, and

Saladin Allah of the Niagara Falls, NY Museum and Under
Ground Railroad Centre spoke to a full house at the Queen-
ston Chapel Saturday. (Fred Mercnik)
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Walk, cycle, drive to Psychotherapy
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Serving the Niagara Region since 2005

have more of an inter-
est as time goes by. The
older generation is real-
izing there was a lot they
weren’t taught in school,
and the young people
have far more resources
and are learning more,
but also want to know
more. We were just pro-
viding the venue to let
these stories be told,
these incredible stories
of bravery and sacrifice.”

And not just during
Black History Month, he
added — watch for more
such events hosted all
year long on parks prop-
erties, says Hill.

tenants, negotiated in 2018
to allow the doctors who
had offices in the building
to remain until Dec. 31,
2019, was extended to con-
tinue the lease until Dec. 31,
2020.

The future of the lease
depends on the completion
of the new medical centre
beside Crossroads Pub-
lic School, says Disero. “I
suspect that will probably
be renewed for a period
of time. There are a whole
bunch of variables”

The hospital committee
will discuss a timeline at
their next meeting, she says.
“We have to move cautious-
ly and get our timing right””

The Town is currently
paying about $61,200 a year
in interest on the proper-
ty, intended to be funded
through lease payments, a
report to council says, and
from fees for the parking
lot.

The public consultation
held for three months from
March 20 to June 20, 2018
resulted in some comments
being gathered, but no ac-
tion was taken. Join the
Conversation, the Towns
website for gathering pub-
lic comments, elicited 45
suggestions for the future of
the hospital property, which
included living condos or
apartments for seniors; a
pub art gallery or museum;
a multi-purpose complex
with seniors housing, retail
shops and educational pro-
grams; a parking lot; a tour-
ism office, a cultural hub for
artists and farmers; tennis
and pickleball courts; a new
town hall; an indoor mall
with a pool and playground;
a hostel for low-income
travellers; a fine arts centre
that could be an art gallery
with space for the Shaw Fes-
tival; or that the property be
returned to Parks Canada.

ANDREWS LAW
PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081

info@rjwandrews.ca

REAL ESTATE WILLS BUSINESS

10 Queen Street | 289.868.8623
WWw.orzoniagara.com
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EarlyOn program to be
offered five days a week

Continued from
page 1

of those on her calendar
for the first week. Those
sessions will be scheduled,
but the program is run on
a drop-in basis. EarlyOn
Child and Family Centres
provide free, high-quali-
ty drop-in programs for
children from birth to six
years of age, their parents
and caregivers. The cen-
tres, family-focused and
designed to offer a wel-
coming and fun space for
children to learn, play, and
connect with others, are of-
fered across the region in
YMCA buildings, schools
and churches, with varying
days and times, depending
on the location.

Some of the programs
at the Native Centre are
funded with the purpose
of serving the Indigenous
community, and others,
such as the EarlyOn pro-
gram, are aimed at the
broader community, but
even those, Tomlinson ex-
plains, may have an Indig-
enous component, such
as traditional nutrition,
cooking, or dreamcatchers,
incorporated into the ses-
sions.

There is also lots of
room for outdoor play, and
there is a discussion about
a fenced-in area, she says,
“but we have eight acres. It
would also be nice for par-
ents to be able to wander
around outside with their
children”

The smallest of the
three new family rooms is
set up with a gigantic rock-
ing chair, small tables and
chairs and lots of toys for
babies. It’s being called the
infant room, while a larger
space is decorated for tod-
dlers, and is considered the

preschool room.

“The furniture was all
ordered in February, 2019,
and we've had it waiting for
more than a year now. The
smaller items we've been
buying recently to fill in the
space, and to be here when
the kids arrive. It's been so
exciting to see it all come
together. We can’t wait to
see it used,” says Tomlin-
son.
The space has been de-
signed to meet the stan-
dards of a daycare centre,
and that might be possible
at some point down the
road, but not in the imme-
diate future, she says.

The largest area of the
expansion is called a great
room, and is set up for par-
ents to use for workshops
while their kids are playing
elsewhere, although all are
free to move around and
use whatever space they
want, she says.

There is a large win-
dow in the wall between
the great room and the
preschool space, originally
planned for a water feature
that could be seen from
both rooms, says Tomlin-
son.

“That was a dream of
mine, but it would be ex-
pensive, and we didn’t have
the funding. It may be filled
in. We're not sure at this
point. Water is so sacred
— we were in water be-
fore we were brought into
this world. If T could have
two wishes for funding, it
would be for a water fea-
ture and a mini van to get
people here”

The Airport Road centre
also has an expanded gym-
nasium, and a new board
room which was moved
from its former space and
completely redone.

The gym, about a third
larger than the original

space, will be used for a
variety of sports and activ-
ities, Tomlinson says, in-
cluding basketball, which
the centre has been very
successful with in com-
petition, volleyball, and
healthy living programs.

Tomlinson has been the
co-ordinator for the Cana-
da Nutrition Prenatal Pro-
gram at the Native Centre
for years, a program that
is moving to the new fam-
ily space. It is funded by
the federal government to
allow community groups
to help improve the health
of pregnant women, new
mothers and their babies.
One of its goals is to ensure
culturally-sensitive prena-
tal support for Indigenous
women.

Tomlinson came to the
Native Centre after a long
career in early childhood
education, and didn't real-
ize until she arrived she has
Indigenous roots herself.
“I learned my great-grand-
mother was Indigenous,’
she says.

It has been 49 years
since she graduated with
the second early childhood
education graduating class
of Niagara College, she
added, and has continued
to take courses since then.

When she is ready to
retire after a 50-year ca-
reer, probably in spring of
2021, she will be happy to
do so with the knowledge
that she was able to help
set up the new space at the
centre, and arrange more
programming for families
and children in the com-
munity. “It will be a nice
way to end a great career,
but my goal right now is to
get these doors open and
run a fantastic program in
this space”

For more information,
visit nrnc.ca.

This structure can be used indoors or out, and is designed to look like a Longhouse. It's meant
to be a place for kids to play, chat or enjoy quiet time, says early childhood educator Dianne

Tomlinson. (Penny Coles)
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Going green in the personal care market,

how one company is leading the way

Nature’s Aid is a true
natural health and beauty
care company that was a
one-product business only
six years ago and has since
grown into a multi-facet-
ed brand, right here in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake.

A family-owned busi-
ness, run by Al Huberts
and his daughter Court-
ney, Nature’s Aid products
are now available in over
4,000 retail stores across
North America, and are
making their way into

global markets.
“Were best known
for our multi-purpose,

true natural skin gel. Its
a one-product, dozens of
uses formula that has be-
come a staple in homes
across Canada due to its
effectiveness. It's a first
aid, skin care and beau-
ty aid all rolled into one,
says Al.
However,

their oth-

er products including lip
balms, shampoos, body
wash and bar soaps are
quickly catching up.

“Having our skin gel
receive an award for Best
Body Care product in
Canada by the natural
health community was a
real honour for us, and
we strive to ensure every
product we create meets
the same level of quality
our customers have come
to expect,” says Courtney.

Along with their desire
to create clean, natural
health and beauty prod-
ucts for consumers, Na-
ture’s Aid wants to create
clean, natural products
for the planet.

“Personal care prod-
ucts have some of the
worst  recycling rates,
with upwards of 80 bil-
lion plastic shampoo and
conditioner bottles be-
ing thrown away globally

each year,” adds Courtney.
“As a company that creates
natural beauty and body
care products, including
shampoo and conditioner,
this is an issue we want to
address”

For liquid products,
Nature’s Aid sources bot-
tles made from non-vir-
gin plastic so that they’re
not adding more to the
world. They’re also in the
process of designing re-
fill stations for their retail
partners, which will allow
customers to bring their
Nature’s Aid bottles back
to the store to be filled up,
extending the life of these
already recycled bottles.

Another way theyre
addressing the issue of
plastic waste is with the
launch of their new solid
shampoo and conditioner
bars.

Working hard over the
last year, Courtney says

her company has creat-
ed four varieties of salon
quality, solid shampoo
and conditioner bars that
not only work like their
liquid counterparts, but
are colour-safe, vegan
friendly and cruelty free,
while containing no para-
bens, SLS, silicones, palm
oils or artificial colours or
fragrances.

Going green doesn't
end here for Nature’s Aid.
They continue to support
the Nature Conservancy
of Canada by donating
proceeds from the sale
of their bath and shower
products as well as de-
veloping other innovative
products that will elimi-
nate the need for plastic
packaging.

You can learn more
about Nature’s Aid and
their true natural prod-

5

ucts at www.naturesaid. Father/daughter team Courtney and Al Huberts, Nature’s Aid

ca.

(Photo Supplied)
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Black history should be
recognized year round

Jim Hill, of the Niaga-
ra Parks Commission, in
discussing Black History
Month, got it right in two
very important ways.

First, he says, we should
be recognizing Black his-
tory with every event that
celebrates our local history,
every chance we get, all year
long. Especially here in Ni-
agara, where it played such
an important role in our
past, and our county’s past.

His other point is that
we have to get it right. And
to help us learn, he gathered
three experts with personal
connections to the history
of our country for a sympo-
sium, to make sure we get it
right.

He mentioned the same
problems with our knowl-
edge of Indigenous history
— it is our history, plain and
simple, and should be recog-
nized as such. But we have to
get the stories right.

A month-long celebra-
tion is a fine idea in trying
to right wrongs of the past,
in bringing awareness to the

forefront, and focusing on
education.

But it shoudnt be con-
fined to just one month.

Celebrations of Black his-
tory began in Canada in the
late 1920s, following a simi-
lar move in the U.S. During
the early 1970s, it became
known as Black History
Week, and grew into Black
History Month in 1976.

It has officially been rec-
ognized in Canada since
1995, with a goal of celebrat-
ing the many achievements
and contributions of Black
Canadians who, throughout
history, have done so much
to make Canada the “cultur-
ally diverse, compassionate
and prosperous nation it is
today,” as our federal website
says.

For a long time, there was
no recognition or acknowl-
egment of the many sacrific-
es by soldiers of African de-
scent during the War of 1812,
says Hill. The parks commis-
sion is trying to correct that,
not only with plaques and
mentions in many events,

but in a much broader, more
comprehensive and focused
attempt, as are many cultural
organizations in Niagara.
We all know were not
there yet, not as knowledg-
able as we should be, about
Black history or our Indige-
nous people. But we are very
fortunate to live and work in
an area where there are many
occasions to remind us.
Canadian history, In-
digenous history and Black
history are so entertwined,
it seems we shouldn't have to
distinguish between them.
But until we do a better job
of that, of making it all just
our history, with the stories
properly told, factually cor-
rect and passed down to fu-
ture generations, we should
be grateful there are those
who are willing to tell their
stories, over and over if nec-
essary, until we all have them
firmly implanted in our
minds and hearts, and no
longer need the reminders.

Penny Coles
The Local

—LETTERS _______

Solution to garbage a complicated problem

Re: Same volume, different
collection schedule for garbage
(The Local, Feb. 20).

Why do we allow manufac-
turers to make items that are
not recyclable? These items in-
clude packaging, but also elec-
tronics, cars and appliances.

The manufacturers profit
by allowing their leftovers to be
taken care of by someone else
... and then of course there is
the mercury from paper plants,
and the oil contamination left
at the oil fields ... all clean-up
to be financed by someone else.

Maybe we should follow
the money. Could we tax the
oil barons, the paper profiteers?

I thought I could ask a sim-
ple question, but it has become
more complicated.

Cynthia Rand

Reader supports cost of caring community

Re: Ted Mouradian’s col-

Right on, those who pro-

I wish to live in a communi-

umn, Municipal taxes improve pose zero increase are only ty that cares for everyone.

our lifestyle (The Local, Feb.
20).

pushing the cost onto future
generations.

Although I don't use all fa-

cilities I support them.

Paul Pattison

The NOTL Local acknowledges the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the
Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples, many of whom continue to live and work here today.
This territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties and is within the land protected by the
Dish With One Spoon Wampum agreement. Today this gathering place is home to many First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples and acknowledging reminds us that our great standard of
living is directly related to the resources and friendship of Indigenous peoples.
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Monument:
in memory
of

Eliza Addison Stevenson

widow of

John Cockroft Kirkpatrick

Footstone:

Eliza Addison Stevenson

1827-1906
widow of

John Cockeroft Kirkpatrick
daughter of Andrew Stevenson
granddaughter of
Rev. Robert Addison
first rector of this Parish

Footstone:

John Kirkpatrick M.D.M.R.C.S. Eng.

1851-1906
son of

John C. and Eliza A. Kirkpatrick

Remains remain a mystery

by Donald Combe

Special to The Local

This is a splendid granite monument for the Kirkpatrick family, yet
their remains are somewhat of a mystery. The family was prominent
in the village of Chippawa. Eliza’s husband, John Cockroft Kirkpatrick,
died in Welland in 1880, but his burial site is unknown. Fliza died at 45
Wellington Street in Toronto, on June 24, 1906 and her son, Dr. John
Kirkpatrick, died at the same location on July 9, 1906.

—LFJTERS

Look to BIAs for revenue instead of MAT

A recentarticle on the Lord
Mayor’s efforts to improve the
appearance of the community
through the introduction of
a municipal accommodation
tax (MAT) is misguided.

The explanation provided
by the Lord Mayor is to offset
capital improvements and up-
grades to areas such as Queen
Street, and the town of Virgil -
to the tune of $1 million.

Has the business commu-
nity been asked their opinion?
There are other tools that the
municipality might use with-
out establishing a MAT - like a
BIA. A Business Improvement

Area accesses funding from
other levels of government to
improve a business area. In
particular, the provincial/mu-
nicipal legislation states that
BIAs are local boards and mu-
nicipalities have considerable
flexibility in the creation and
operation of BIAs.

A 2010 BIA handbook
is available online through
a simple google search. The
handbook includes informa-
tion on selected provincial
economic development tools
thatlocal governments can use
in partnership with local busi-
ness and commercial property

owners, including business in-
cubator programs and Com-
munity Improvement Plans
(CIPs). Municipalities are en-
couraged to work with BIAs
and local communities to de-
vise solutions that work best in
each area.

It may be time for the Lord
Mayor to consider establishing
BIAs in the Heritage district of
Queen Street, as well as Virgil
and St. Davids, to access read-
ily available alternative funds.

Derek Insley
NOTL

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE
For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:

905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS
ACCESS
(Toll Free)

1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER'S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth

416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868
(Crisis Line)
kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to 9 p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St., NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'’S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:

#SAFE (#7233)
1-866-863-0511

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS
1-800-222-8477

(TIPS)
niagaratips.com

Text 274637 (CRIMES),

keyword: Niagara,
then your tip
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The environment lost out in the recent pipeline protest

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

When the Indigenous
groups blockaded railways,
highways, and border cross-
ings across the nation, and
the federal government was
under immense pressure to
react most appropriately, we
wondered who the real win-
ners and losers would be.

I'm not taking sides. In-
stead, I’'m going to ponder,
with you, how we got here in
the first place. This is also an
act to protect the earth’s nat-
ural heritage on a large scale,
and I will offer a perhaps un-
popular opinion to digest.

Oil is necessary to power
our society, for the time be-
ing. As a civilization, giving
up oil overnight, or entirely,
is going to be an impossible
course. Giving the green
light for new mega oil proj-
ects while simultaneously
pushing onto traditional
territories is not a pleasant
combination.

Its a step in the wrong
direction for our global bio-
sphere. The plan has doubled
up as a showcase of indiffer-
ence toward native groups at
the corporate scale, name-

ly the Wetsuweten people
of British Columbia in this
case. The oil companies may
look bad to some, but they
are heavily backed by other
forces seen through the lens
of jobs and the economy.

It must be challenging to
be a massive business with
sufficient funds and ideas
for a project, only to have
treaties and minority groups
stop it.

When the Wetsuweten
protestors and others closer
to home had their protests
cleared out, the RCMP and
the OPP were doing their
job and following orders
respectfully. It must be an
appreciably awkward spot
for some of those men and
women on the force, as they
embody Canada, while do-
ing their most loyal duty
possible in tense times.

But it’s complicated. Not
every Indigenous official
was against the pipeline. In
fact, some have been openly
supportive, because of the
potential for job opportuni-
ties.

When Indigenous
groups across Canada stood
up in solidarity to show
anger towards the Wet’su-
weten arrests, their protests
worked.

If the Indigenous people
were successful in protect-
ing their traditional lands

and natural heritage by stop-
ping the pipeline, the world’s
biosphere and Canada’s cul-
ture would have won. Imag-
ine if we poured that kind
of money and ambition into
larger, greener projects that
could employ just as many
people. Oh, but we do also
need oil to tide us over.

It's complicated, all right.

From a global perspec-
tive, I have no issue with
railway blockages, highway

shut-downs, and protests
on the steps of Parliament.
Providing they are tempo-
rary, they have a place in
the global gears and cogs in
wheels that stimulate real
change. Every protest is a
step toward a bigger issue
boiling over our heads —
climate change.

The protest ripple effects
have economically inconve-
nienced millions of Canadi-
ans and countless business-

es, with folks trying to go
about their daily work lives,
caught in the whirlwind of
tricky times — or literally in
a traffic jam.

Some view the protests
as extreme, but they worked,
to a point. People are still
talking about them.

This was an act of not
only solidarity, but desper-
ation. This desperation had
been brewing for a long
time, and sometimes it takes

extraordinary acts to start a
fire in a cold winter.

Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said the blockades
must come down. He was
careful not to specify how
or in what timeline. It has
been interesting to watch
the moves that followed.
The protests have stopped,
and the pipeline will pro-
ceed. The environment was
clearly not the winner.

Blocking railways is economically disruptive, environmentally supportive, and culturally divisive all at once. These rails cut through the
Thundering Waters Forest in Niagara Falls, Ont. They are not subject to any protests, but the photo speaks to the symbology behind the

national scenario. (Owen Bjorgan)

Auchterlonie on Astrology

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

This week in Auchterlonie
on Astrology T'll look at the
full Moon on Monday, March
9, the same day Mercury
turns from retrograde to di-
rect motion. And the period
from Thursday, March 5 to
Wednesday, March 11.

On my podcast I've got a
look at The Astrology of 2020
- A New Order!

Also the week of Sunday,
March 1, through Saturday,
March 8 is on the podcast at
www.lookingupwithbill.com/
podcasts.html.

Now, the week ahead:

Thursday, March 5: The
Moon is in her home sign of
Cancer, opposite an NFL de-

fensive line of planets in Cap-
ricorn. Today there are four
connections: three good, one
difficult. Stubborn attitudes
(yours or another’s) go no-
where. Imagine the best and
take a chance. It was March
5, 1496 that King Henry VII
of England granted Italian
explorer Giovanni Caboto
(John Cabot) a commission
to explore new lands. He dis-
covered Newfoundland!
Friday, March 6: Here
comes a day where every-
thing seems like a struggle.
Even though the Moon is in
the outgoing sign of Leo, this
cat may be more interested in
lying under a tree than in get-
ting anything accomplished.
On this day in 1960 Cassius
Clay won the Olympics. He

later changed his name to
Muhammad Ali, calling his
former name a ‘slave name’

Saturday, March 7: That
retrograde Mercury is at it
again today, and this time
may result in real physical
injury. Maybe even to the
head. It happens just after
midnight. So mind your
pints! A number of incon-
junct aspects suggest this is
a Saturday to go back and fix
things you need to fix. Re-
member when Sunday was a
day of rest? That goes all the
way back to March, 7, 321
AD, when Roman Emperor
Constantine declared ‘dies
Solis (Sunday) the Roman
day of rest.

Sunday, March 8: So here
comes the day before the full

Moon. Also, the day before
Mercury turns from retro-
grade to direct. And yet this
is a busy day. The Moon con-
nects to Mercury, Uranus,
Venus, Chiron, and Saturn.
The Sun hooks up with Nep-
tune and Uranus. Venus con-
nects to Uranus too. All this
with the Moon in discrim-
inating Virgo. My advice?
Keep breathing! On March
8, 1867, the British North
America Act is passed in the
House of Commons, serving
as Canada’s constitution for
more than 100 years.
Monday, March 9: Two!
Two! Two things in one. First
it's the full Moon in Virgo
at 1:47 p.m. This pumps up
emotions through the roof
and makes for lots of tears.

Then Mercury turns from
retrograde to direct at 11:43
p.m., bringing clear thinking
and communication back
into our lives for the first
time in a month. Did you
know Barbie is a Pisces? She
was born at the American
Toy Fair on March 9, 1959.
There have been more than
one million of her made
since.

Tuesday, March 10: The
energy of the full Moon
softens quickly today, as the
Moon moves into Libra at
6:02 a.m. It’s nice to have a
day where things are not so
speedy, no? Would you be-
lieve? On the world’s first
telephone call, Alexander
Graham Bell says, “Mr. Wat-
son, come here. I want to see

you,” to his assistant, Thomas
Watson, on March 10, 1876.

Wednesday, March 11:
Lucky me! Lucky you! Lucky
everybody today! All thanks
to the Sun and Jupiter mak-
ing nice in the morning, with
enough energy to last all day
long! It was on this day in
1943 that the Nazis liquidated
the Jewish ghetto in Krakow,
and Schindler saved all his
workers by having them hide
in his factory.

Next week is the third
quarter Moon in Sagittar-
ius on Monday, March 16.
That and more, next week on
Auchterlonie on Astrology,
here in The Local.

Joni Mitchell said: “We
are stardust. We are golden”
So shine on!
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eeping brain active is important as we age

Larry W. Chambers
Hanna Ley
Eva Liu
Special to The Local

According to Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake’s Commu-
nity Wellness Committee
January 2020 Report rec-
ommendations, community
vitality involves both con-
nectedness and education
through life-long learning,
for either personal or pro-
fessional reasons.

Life-long learning is a
guiding education princi-
ple of the McMaster Uni-
versity Michael G. DeG-
roote School of Medicine.
At present, 82 of the 609
students in the three-year
program are based at the
Niagara Regional Campus.
Life-long learning for these
students is highlighted by
understanding that new
scientific discoveries will
repeatedly change how they
should approach caring for
their patients. The only way
to provide the best care is
to be engaged and open to
learning about new infor-
mation and developments

throughout our careers.
Students are encouraged to
take initiative on their own
learning and the curriculum
is designed to build capacity
for self-directed learning as
opposed to memorization.
For example, until two
decades ago, the brain was
thought to be both complex
and simple to understand. It
was believed that the brain
we were born with does not
grow or develop, and that
the only change over time
is nerve cell damage and
death as we age.
Thatteachingwas wrong,
and we now know that the
opposite is true. The brain is
an organ that can grow and
develop, and the term that
has entered research and
education about the brain is
plasticity — specifically neu-
roplasticity. Plastic — what
does that word convey to
you? One implication is of
a material that is hard and
strong and shiny, like met-
al but lighter. However, the
great advantage of plastic is
that you can change its form
easily, transforming it into
anything from a toy car to a
disposable spoon.
Neuroplasticity ~means
that the brain can transform
throughout life. The ner-
vous system is not simply
like a set of static electric
cables running between the

brain and other body parts.
New networks and path-
ways of nerve cells develop
as a result of learning. For
example, when you learn a
new skill, your existing neu-
rons form new connections
to other existing neurons,
which can then be followed
more easily the next time
you attempt it. This works
for everything from learn-
ing to drive or learning a
new language, to learning
how to dance the tango.

In this way, the brain
acts like a bee colony. When
bees face a new challenge,
they communicate with
one another until a solution
emerges. What is more, once
the bee colony has solved
a problem, they know how
to solve it more quickly the
next time it comes around.

One of the most excit-
ing things that research has
demonstrated about learn-
ing is that there is no upper
age limit for neural network
formation. Those with a
diagnosis of dementia also
need continuing opportuni-
ties to form new networks,
learn and develop.

Throughout our life
we should aim to keep our
brains and body as strong as
possible. Some ways to get
the most out of our minds
and bodies are to avoid
stress, get enough sleep, ex-

ercise, avoid smoking, and
control blood pressure.

However, we get to a
point in life where we can-
not increase this strength,
but we can slow down the
inevitable decline. The dif-
ference between the rate of
decline with and without
brain and body exercise is
called the fitness gap. The
more we do to close the fit-
ness gap, the better off we
will be as we age, ‘adding
life to years, not just years to
life - which means having
better quality of life for as
many years as possible.

It is important to keep
our brain active as we age
- by learning new skills,
such as playing a musical
instrument, starting a new
business or playing bridge.
We should do our best to
engage in purposeful work,
maintain and increase con-
tact and interaction with
other people. This is much
easier to do when we care
for our hearing and vision
so that we can continue re-
ceiving stimulation.

The NOTL Commu-
nity Wellness Committee
recommends  supporting
“the provision of programs
supporting life-long learn-
ing for all residents. Con-
sider  partnership  with
Niagara College in this de-
velopment” For example,

the concept of Universities
for the Third Age (U3A),
first developed in France, is
offered in many communi-
ties. U3A is an international
movement whose aims are
the education and stimula-
tion of older adults in the
community - those in their
third ‘age’ of life. General-
ly, U3A are groups of older
adults that come together to
continue their enjoyment of
learning subjects of interest
to them. An interesting fea-
ture of U3A is that there is
no distinction between the
learners and the teachers -
everyone can take a turn at
being both if they wish.

Another option is the
federal governments Life-
long Learning Plan, which
allows Canadian residents
to withdraw funds from
their Registered Retirement
Savings Plan to help pay for
lifelong learning. However,
the funds can only be used
for formal learning pro-
grams at designated educa-
tional institutions.

Learning does not need
to take place in a formal-
ized setting — one can just
as easily exercise our brain
through reading the news-
paper, playing mahjong,
working at a part-time job,
or pursuing a hobby.

Life-long learning is
ongoing, voluntary, and

self-motivated seeking of
knowledge for either per-
sonal or professional rea-
sons. It enhances social in-
clusion, active citizenship,
and personal development,
but also self-sustainability,
as well as competitiveness
and employability. Life-long
learning is a key component
in the formula that helps
close the fitness gap and add
life to years.

Larry W. Chambers has
authored 175 articles and
books concerning disease
prevention (e.g. dementia),
quality — improvement  in
long-term care homes and
innovative approaches  for
continuing professional de-
velopment. He is research
director of the Niagara Re-
gional Campus, School of
Medicine, McMaster Uni-
versity. Eva Liu and Hanna
Levy are medical students at
the Niagara Regional Cam-
pus of the McMaster Univer-
sity School of Medicine. They
are interested in improving
community wellness of frail
older adults in NOTL by
narrowing the fitness (phys-
ical and brain) gap, diver-
sifying housing options for
older adults, and increasing
economic  activity within
the community that also in-
creases ability of our minds
to interact with people and
ideas.
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DSBN should look again at how it deals with issues

Ted Mouradian
The Local

I have noticed that
there seems to be a rise
in board and council
conflict in the news re-
cently.

I would like to share
my experience on many
boards since the early
1970s, to currently con-
ducting board gover-
nance and human skills
training.

Boards that have been
around for years usu-
ally have a small group
of long-term members
whom we will call the old
guard. These people have
been the kingpins on
their specific board and
they bring many years of
history and continuity to
board deliberations that

should not be discarded
in any way. But some-
times these stalwarts get
into a rut and a mindset
that they, and only they,
have the right view and
the right answers for how
the board is to move for-
ward.

In 1981, I joined the
Ontario Real  Estate
Board of Directors as the
regional director for Ni-
agara, a young man from
Niagara sitting on a To-
ronto board of about 25
successful realtors from
across the province in an
oaked boardroom with
a group of paid staff to
assist. It was pretty awe-
some.

There was also an ex-
ecutive committee of the
past president, the cur-
rent president and the
two vice-presidents. Ap-
parently, they met to dis-
cuss many of the items
on the agenda and com-
ment on those items to

give guidance to the rest
of the board.

During these discus-
sions, I kept asking ques-
tions about issues that I
needed more clarifica-
tion about, in the belief
that if I am being asked
to vote on something I
need to understand it,
not just rubber stamp it
because the old guard or
an executive committee
say they are in favour of
it.

I ended up with a tar-
get on my back, was la-
beled as an outsider, and
even by some a disruptor.
It took many years to get
that target off my back,
and some still see it to
this day.

When new people
come on a board who are
known to be questioners,
they may automatically
get this target on their
backs and are discount-
ed. Sometimes a concert-
ed effort is made by the

old guard to get rid of
them so the board can
get back to being run the
way the old guard thinks
it should be run.

Not all old guard are
bad, and not all disrup-
tors are good. But this
type of mindset can in
itself be more disruptive
than the disrupter could
ever be.

And sometimes a
board needs to take a
critical look at itself to
see if there is any merit
to what this newcomer is
actually saying or doing.

Two things can stop
the conflict. First, the
newcomer can slow
down a bit, ask questions
respectfully and not look
for a fight or to disrupt
simply to disrupt, do
their homework and test
the waters.

As for the old guard,
get rid of the targeting
and the circling of the
wagons when someone

simply wants to make the
board better. Look to see
if you might actually be
the problem.

Also, when the target
is placed on the newcom-
er, sometimes the old
guard actually crosses a
line to look for any ex-
cuse to punish the new-
comer far more than they
would their own.

A good example of
this seems to be the cur-
rent rift between some
of old guard on the
DSBN Board and new-
comer trustee Kate Bag-
gott, who represents St.
Catharines and Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, = when
she looked into a com-
plaint from a parent
about a student outside
her area. She was sus-
pended for one DSBN
meeting.

Ed Smith, chair of For
A Better Niagara, spoke
at a recent board meet-
ing, and said Baggott was

found guilty of a code of
conduct violation that
was not based on any
well-defined rule, but on
the way things have al-
ways been done. He has
complained to the On-
tario Ombudsman about
her suspension.

Members of any board
who see the old guard
target certain members
need to stand up for what
is right. It’s ironic that in
this instance, a school
board has targeted the
new kid being different.

I think some deep
self-reflection is needed
by all parties involved in
this one.

Ted Mouradian is the
President of the 2% Fac-
tor Inc. and the creator
of the Law of Cooperative
Action. He is an author
and a professional speak-
er and can be reached at
ted@the2percentfactor.
com.

1994 Limited Real Estate Brokerage

456 GAGE STREET
$1,645,000

MLS 30792241  Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

324 NIAGARA BOULEVARD
$1,299,000

MLS 30786148  Nicole Vanderperk

373 VICTORIA STREET (LOT)
$749,000

MLS 30695479 e Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright

and Nicole Vanderperk

Christopher Bowron***
Victoria Bolduc*

Philip Bowron*...
Bonnie Grimm*

Kim Elltoft**

Randall Armstrong**.
Audrey Wright*

905-468-2269
..905-941-3726
..905-348-7626

905-468-1256

905-380-8011
..905-651-2977

289-241-0212

92 ANGELA CRESCENT
$808,800

MLS 30793849  Randall Armstrong

1 CIRCLE STREET
$889,000

MLS 30787694 ¢ Thomas Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft

20 PEREZ ROAD

$699,900
MLS 30785960 e Adam Hawley

Nicole Vanderperk*
Viviane Elltoft*
Thomas Elltoft* ....
Cheryl Carmichael*
Sarah Gleddie*
Christine Bruce*
Marilyn Francis**

114 TANBARK ROAD (LOT)

$499,000

MLS 30788317 e Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright
and Nicole Vanderperk

33 GAGE STREET
$997,000

MLS 30780729 » Thomas Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft

558 LANDSDOWNE AVE
$1,969,000

MLS 30783456 e Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright
and Nicole Vanderperk

..905-468-2142
..905-380-8012
905-941-0276
905-685-2458
..905-328-9703

905-941-4585
905-932-1266

Linda Williams*
Caroline Polgrabia*.
Patricia Atherton*

**Broker of Record

31 BAY BERRY LANE
$855,000

MLS 30775945 ¢ Marilyn Francis

15 VINCENT STREET
$749,900

MLS 30758299 e Victoria Bolduc, Pat Atherton
and Sarah Gleddie

16 NORTON STREET
$1,169,000

MLS 30763415 ¢ Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

905-401-4240
...905-933-4983
905-933-4983

** Broker *Sales Representative

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205 ¢ St. Davids Office 905-262-6996
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Call for a FREE consultation

(you may be eligible for government funding)
2 - 5743 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls

Performance Mobility offers a FREE consultation

You may be eligible for government funding

Leigh Vance is the inde-
pendent owner of Perfor-
mance Mobility & Home
Healthcare Solutions.
Leigh opened the business
in 2017 with a mission
to build exceptional rela-
tionships with customers
through an understanding
and the importance of ef-
ficient, friendly, and com-
passionate customer care.
Whether you are in need of
surgery recovery items, ev-

eryday mobility equipment,
lifts or elevating, personal
fitness aids, bath safety, etc.,
Performance Mobility’s at-
tentiveness and knowledge
will transfer into a positive
experience for you.

We are a newer business
in Niagara, but our experi-
ence inside is polished. Af-
ter the first year in business,
additional sales and tech-
nical support were added
to our team. This ensured

the core values were main-
tained equally to every
individual customer. We
want you to feel special; you
won't be disappointed!

Our service goes be-
yond the product sale and
install; it starts with a FREE
in-home consultation. Fall
prevention is key to main-
taining independence: stair
and porch lifts, ramps, bath
safety, handrails etc., keep
you safe. Let us help!

2-5743 Thorold Stone Road, Niagara Falls
289-296-2822 Toll Free: 1-844-655-6555

www.performancemobility.ca

Call or email for your
FREE One-Hour Visit
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L|brary offers new programs for homeschoolers

Penny Coles
The Local

Every Thursday morn-
ing, a group of moms
and kids gathers in the
Rotary Room at the Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake  Pub-
lic Library. The kids are
school-aged, but they don’t
go to school. Their parents
have chosen to teach them
at home.

Kasia Dupuis, the chil-
dren’s library associate, has
organized two programs
for children who are ho-
meschooled, after a request
from a mom looking for
space for moms and their
kids to gather.

“We have a homeschool
community,” says Dupuis.
“We wanted to have some-
thing to offer them.”

She asked whether they
wanted an informal drop-
in setting for moms and
kids, or a more structured
learning program for the
kids.

The answer was both.

So every Thursday
morning, she puts out
chairs for the moms and
educational toys for kids,
and they gather for a so-
cial time from 10 to 11:30

Newark

Suzanne Vaillant
Special to The Local

Everyone at Newark
Neighbours is now getting
ready for our farm workers

This group of homeschooled students at a library program last Friday learned about nutrition from Kasia Dupuis. (Penny Coles)

a.m. Moms chat and trade
tips, such as what is avail-
able in online educational
programs. Sometimes kids
bring board games to play
with the others, sometimes
crafts to share.

One Friday morn-
ing a month, from 11
am. to 12:30 p.m., Du-
puis organizes a lesson
for kids in Grades 1 to 6.
It's semi-structured, with
an hour and a half for the

kids to listen and follow in-
structions, but they can be
stretched out on cushions
on the floor, discussing
the topic of the day, while
watching their lesson on
a TV screen, or doing a

hands-on activity.

“It gives them a taste of
a school setting, and they
are very engaged. It’s a real-
ly nice dynamic,” says Du-
puis.

Last Friday their class

was on nutrition. Dupuis
had them peel and chop
up vegetables for an Instant
Pot, and then, as they wait-

Continued on
page 13

preparing for arrival of farmworkers

to arrive. We always look to
our giving community for
assistance with work wear
needed in a still-cold climate,
hoodies, boots, back packs,
work pants and gloves. This
year NN has donated $500
to the Niagara Workers Wel-
come Organization for them
to purchase 15 Welcome
Kits, which include a safety
vest.

Dress to Impress is as-
sistance for college students

LUXURY LEADER

to prepare for interviews for
upcoming jobs, and NN gave
the organization five bags of
outfits for young women and
men to prepare for the next
phases of their careers. The
NOTL campus was most
appreciative of the bags of
clothing we were able to do-
nate.

Prom Project: We con-
tinue to save prom wear,
shoes and accessories for
this project. The event for

students to make their selec-
tions will be April 4 at the St.
Catharines Collegiate.

We were off to a success-
ful start this year with a very
generous donation of $5,000
from Canopy Growth, and
we have received several
food donations to stock our
food bank shelves.

Thank you to the very
kind gentleman who sent us
a lovely flower arrangement
for Valentines Day, a very

NIAGARAS

41 BROCK STREET, NOTL

125 QUEEN ST., NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

DIRECT: 9054684214

23 VINCENT AVENUE, NOTL

$869,000
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Michelle Reynolds™*

MLS# 30786196
James O’Connor* & Margie van Gelder*

$1,175,000

MLS# 30788541
& Stefan Regier*

202 ANNE STREET, NOTL

$866,000

MLS# 30782713
Rick Hawes**

8 UPPER CANADA DRIVE, NOTL

$725,000

MLS# 30788828
Michelle Reynolds™*

630 LAKESHORE ROAD, NOTL

$789,000

MLS# 30784500

Helen Mosca* & Aaron Cherney*

& Stefan Regier*

sweet gesture and appreciat-
ed by all the volunteers.

A note of thanks also goes
out to the following for their
generosity: The Shaw Festi-
val, The Scottish Loft, and St.
Michael Catholic Elementa-
ry School for their kind food
donations, and The Lewis-
ton-NOTL Rotary Club for
their monetary donation.

Please consider becom-
ing a member of Newark
Neighbours. The annual fee

is $10 and forms are available
at our store.

We appreciate and value
the generosity of our com-
munity for your donations,
which allow us to continue
our mission of “Serving our
Community with Compas-
sion, Care and Concern”
Making this mission a re-
ality would not be possible
without all of our volunteers,
whose time and effort we
greatly appreciate.
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*Sales Representative **Broker ***Broker - Royal LePage NRC Realty KRDS




12 March 5, 2020

THE NOTL LOCAL

notllocal.com

Open Mlc at the Legion a popular Sunday event

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

Talented locals came
out to the Royal Canadian
Legion Hall Sunday for an
afternoon of musical en-
tertainment. These Open
Mic sessions, hosted by lo-
cal singer/songwriter Buzz
Hummer, have been taking
place on afternoons on the
first Sunday of the month
since October.

Hummer started the
sessions to give members
of the community an op-
portunity to explore their
musical interest in a safe
and positive environment.

It’s a “nice, steady thing, and
very relaxed,” he says, and
also helps the Legion fill its
King Street hall during a
slow Sunday afternoon lull.
He says about half of the
performers return regularly,
while the other half show up
occasionally. He is always
happy to see new perform-
ers attend. There is “a lot of
talent in this town and it’s
nice to be able to showcase

»

it.

First to kick off the af-
ternoon were Gail Hawkins
and Arlyn Levy with No
One Will Ever Love You, by
John Paul White and Steve
McEwan, following it with

a Linda Rondstat/Johnny
Cash song, and one by the
Civil Wars. Hawkins was
clearly at ease with the mi-
crophone for her second
time performing at the Le-
gion. She had seen posters
for the event around town
and thought shed give it a
try, she says, noting there
was a better turnout than
last month, with about dou-
ble the size of the crowd.
Terry Sauchuck played
Keep Me From Blowing
Away by Paul Croft, and
the Johnny Cash rendition
of Personal Jesus originally
written by Martin Gore of
the 80s electronic band, De-

Gail Hawkins and Arlyn Levy enjoy a chance to perform.

Benjamin Moore

Paints

PAINT . PAPER . BLINDS
RECLAIMED HOME DECOR

905.468.2412

1573 Four Mile Creek Rd,
Virgil

Follow Us On €) () #upacreek

Julie Van Horne, Steve Goldberger and Rayburn Blake sing together at the Legion Hall
Sunday. (Photos by Kim Wade)

peche Mode, and finished
his set of three songs with
One of Us by Joan Osborne.

Bob Gunns let his har-
monica do the singing for
him as he performed his
instrumentals with a jaun-
ty version of Patsy Cline’s
Crazy.

No stranger to per-
forming, Steve Goldberger,
took the stage and enter-
tained the audience with
tunes such as Come From
the Heart and You Turn

Mashmakhan and current
performer with The Niaga-
ra Rhythm Section. She first
sang the Janis Joplin tune,
Me and Bobby McGee, and
followed it with Michelle
Wright's Love Has No Pride.
Lastly, Van Horne picked up
her ukulele and strummed
to Cold Cold Heart.

Van Horne says she
enjoys the event because
people “respectfully listen”
to the performers. She has
sung in a church choir for

Next up was the young-
est performer of the after-
noon, 19-year-old Aidan
Longo. He started his set
with the Tragically Hip’s
Bobcaygeon, which he fol-
lowed up with two songs by
St. Catharines native Dallas
Green, Sleeping Sickness,
and Death of Me.

There was a late addi-
tion to the performance list,
then since it was well before
5 p.m., Hummer cycled
through the list again to see

Sal Fasullo and his harmonizing partner Phaedra entertain at the Legion.

Me On I'm a Radio, by Joni
Mitchell. Goldberger also
performs in three bands as
well as a regular at the Open
Mic afternoon. He can be
found at the Old Winery
Restaurant on Friday nights
with his band The Old Win-
os, and also around town
playing with the Niagara
Rhythm Section, and his
newest band The Gentle
Spirits. Goldberger won
Country Artist, Producer
and Songwriter of the Year
at the 2015 Niagara Music
Awards for his work on the
album, Cosmic Cowboy.
Next up was the wom-
an with an infectious smile,
Julie Van Horne. It was
obvious she enjoyed per-
forming, with a laugh as
delightful as her singing.
She was accompanied by
Steve Goldberger and Ray-
burn Blake, former mem-
ber of the 70s rock band,

over 25 years, and picked
up the ukulele about three
years ago and “got hooked”
She also likes to bring her
mother to the Sunday af-
ternoon event because she
lives just around the cor-
ner and loves the Legion. It
gives her mom a chance to
get out and enjoy some mu-
sic and watch her daughter
sing, she says.

Sal Fasullo and his har-
monizing partner Phaedra
entertained the audience
with original songs written
by Fasullo. He first sang
a song entitled Bleeding
Hearts, followed by a per-
sonal song about a divorce,
called Oranges and Lemons,
which received more than a
few chuckles and nodding
heads from the audience.
Fasullo and Phaedra, who
work together at Peller Es-
tates, closed with a tune ti-
tled Bended Knee.

if any performers wanted to
have another set.

Gail Hawkins, Terry
Sauchuck, Sal Fasullo, and
Julie Van Horne, accompa-
nied again by Steve Gold-
berger and Rayburn Blake,
performed a few more
tunes.

Aidan Longo performed
his encore with Bob Dylan’s
Don't Think Twice, Its Al-
right, to which Buzz Hum-
mer commented, “It’s nice
to see someone under 35
singing a Bob Dylan song”

For the last performance
of that set, Buzz Hammer,
Scott Harris, and Rayburn
Blake performed Wagon
Wheel, another Bob Dylan
song.

The next Open Mic af-
ternoon at the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion will be on
Sunday, April 5 from 2 p.m.
to 5 p.m, or until the last riff
fades.
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Kids learn at own speed and interest level

Continued from
page 11

ed for their soup to cook,
showed them a video about
healthy eating while the
Rotary Room filled with
the aroma of home cook-
ing, which they got to eat
when the soup was ready.

There are about 10 to
12 families who attend reg-
ularly, she says, and she’s
hoping to attract others
from around the region.
Last week, she had one
family from Fort Erie —
there isn’t anything similar
provided elsewhere that
she is aware of.

“It gives moms and kids
a change of scenery, and it’s
a good opportunity for kids
to become more familiar
with the library,” she says.

“I try to do a mix of
subjects, such as science
and art, to offer them a

well-rounded scope of
projects.”
While the kids were

learning about nutrition,
three moms sat and chat-
ted about their experiences
with homeschooling, and
the reasons for their choice.

Amika Verwegen has
three children, two school-
aged girls and a young son.
Her kids would have gone
to Parliament Oak, she
says, and when it closed, “I
didn’t like the idea of a su-
per-school”

She says some of the
moms who homeschool be-
gan meeting in each other’s
homes, but now find the li-
brary so much easier — all
they have to do is show up,
and they know their kids
have a safe place to play.

She’s been homeschool-
ing for the last five years,
but with a baby on the way,
and a little one at home, she
is going to send her kids to
Crossroads Public School
in the fall.

Her husband passed
away last fall, and she’s on
her own. “With number
four on the way, I want to
give this baby the same
dedication and attention I
gave the others. I've loved

having the kids at home
— it’s been absolutely won-
derful. T feel like I've been
learning with them, and
seeing the world through
their eyes. I feel I'm giving
them an emotional foun-
dation to survive in this big
world?”

Patricia Fry, with two
boys, aged eight and 11,
adds, “you get to see all
their firsts. When they're
learning to read, you see
that moment when they get
it”

Shannon Wright ex-
plains she feels it's “very
special” to spend that

time with her kids, know-
ing what each child needs
and being able to give it to
them.

“They really thrive in
one-on-one sessions, adds
Fry.

The moms agree they
feel it's important to let
each child learn at his or
her own speed, to never
make them feel they’re be-
hind, and to allow them to
spend time on what inter-
ests them.

They also laugh about
the concern they hear from
other parents, that their
kids won’t be socialized.

Wright  believes  her
children will have a “more
realistic understanding
of how society works,
than they would sitting in
a classroom with a large
number of kids — and, she
adds, she’s very concerned
about “who is looking after
my kids. We're passionate
about foundational learn-
ing, and after that, they can
learn about whatever inter-
ests them”

“All we do at home is
talk all day, and learn,
Wright says. “We also place
a lot of value on time out-
side, exploring the woods.

They love it, and it’s anoth-
er way to learn”

Fry says her two boys
are very outgoing, and very

comfortable with other
kids and adults.
“They don’t need social-

izing,” she says. Her oldest
son started out in school,
but ran into issues with
bullying, and when Fry
realized it wasn't going to
be an easy situation to fix,
decided he was better off
learning at home.

“Learning social skills
from a group of seven-
year-olds maybe isn't the
best idea,” she laughs.
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They all also agree the
library is a great resource,
and they are delighted with
the programs that are being
offered.

“It’s great to use the li-
brary during the day, when
it isn’t so busy;, says Fry,
whose boys enjoy playing
Minecraft on library com-
puters when the homes-
chooling program ends.

And best of all, “there
are no labels. Nobody is
ever behind. They are just
who they are. Their self-es-
teem is so fragile. When
they’re homeschooled,
that’s not a problem?”

Ella Wiens and Raya Wright (right) watchw as Kasia Dupuis shows Yuna and Nova Verstee-
gan how to chop carrots. (Photos by Penny Coles)

Ella Wiens peels carrots for the vegetable soup the kids Naomi Wiens places cut vegetables into an Instant Pot for soup in the Rotary Room of the

made at their class on nutrition.

Celebrate your happy moments with the

NOTL LOCAL!

advertise in our

LOCAL

CELEBRATIONS

Contact: classified@notllocal.com
or call 905.641.5335

Pricing starts at $20. Deadline: Mondays at 3 p.m.

NOTL Public Library, during a nutrition class for homeschooled students.
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Ellery Sawatzky, “I pledge to help everyone and stand up for
those around me.” (Photos supplied)

GREEN TP from the

Crossroads Coyote Eco Club

CUP to STAY

Going into your FAVORITE cafe to shake off
the cold? Consider asking for a ‘cup to stay’
Or, bring a travel mug, because all those to-
go cups go into landfill. (“Starbucks serves an
astounding four-plus billion paper cups each
year, most of which end up in the

trash because their plastic lining

makes them unrecyclable in

most places” -Ross Hammond,

Stand.earth)

Grade 8 Crossroads students join the #iPledge Challenge

to be kind.

Miaya Smith pledges to be
kind. The DSBN is encour-
aging students and the com-
munity to take the #iPledge
Challenge to end bullying.
The campaign asks the pub-
lic to help amplify awareness

You can Count on Me: Grade 7 students Hailey Epp, Allie Kroeker, and Lucy Hopkins sing

their #iPledge Challenge.

about bullying, and be a part
of the movement to stop it.

Sham Raad’s kindness pledge: | pledge to help anyone in need.

Crossroads Staff shows support for Pink Shirt Day. Wednesday, Feb. 27, was pink shirt day
at DSBN schools. To show their support in the effort to end bullying, students and staff wore
their best and brightest pink items to school.
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Local man leads Canucks entertainment team

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Nineteen thousand fans
are sitting on the edge of
their seats, waiting for their
home team, the Vancouver
Canucks, to take to the ice.

Suddenly, an army of 30
demon zombies, dressed in
the uniforms of the other
30 NHL teams, invades the
Rogers Arena. It resembles
a scene out of Game of
Thrones.

The crowd roars. It’s up
to the Canucks to defend
their home ice. The puck
drops, and the players
quickly skate into action,
throwing hip checks and
playing with a fierce deter-
mination to vanquish the
invading horde.

Forward Micheal Fer-
land levels a punishing
check, knocking a zombie
through a shattering panel
of tempered glass. Centre
Elias Pettersson takes the
loose puck on a breakaway.
His slapshot from the point
shatters the zombie goalie,
just like that panel of glass.
The puck continues its arc
into the zombie net, and
team captain Bo Horvat
skates to centre ice, firmly
planting the team flag to
claim their territory.

The roaring crowd at
Rogers Arena is real. The
zombies are not. They are
part of the opening scene
in a film written and direct-
ed by Niagara-on-the-Lake
native Michael Pohorly.

Pohorly was brought in
by Canucks owner Fran-
cesco Aquilini about a
year ago to revamp the in-
game entertainment. With
this year’s 50th season ap-
proaching, it was import-
ant to Aquilini that the
milestone be marked with
renewed excitement.

From his younger days
growing up in rural NOTL,
hockey has always been
part of Pohorly’s life. He
fondly remembers rush-
ing home from St. Davids
Public School to skate on
his family’s outdoor rink.
Later, he played Junior B
for the St. Catharines Fal-
cons, and spent four years
as a member of the Con-
cordia University Stingers
while earning a degree in
communications and film.
He was named an Aca-
demic All-Canadian in
1992-1993.

With his background
in the sport, Pohorly was a
natural for the job. It didn’t
hurt, of course, that he also
had close to 20 years work-
ing in the film and televi-
sion industries, with cred-
its in films such as The Grey
and The Incredible Hulk,
and TV series such as DC:
Legends of Tomorrow, and
Prison Break.

Pohorly came up with
the concept, deciding to
make the players stand out

as warriors on the ice. He
gathered a team of film
industry professionals, in-
cluding cinematographer
Stephen Jackson and stunt
coordinator Paul Wu. For
the demon zombies, he
hired actors who could
skate, and members of the
UBC and Simon Fraser
University hockey teams.
He also called on former
Concordia Stingers team-
mates, such as goalie An-
gelo Karitsiotis.

The result is a
three-minute, Holly-
wood-quality run through
afast-paced, action-packed
sequence designed to get
the crowd excited about
the game to come. And it
works, says Pohorly.

“Basically, the Canucks
had become known around
the league over the years as
being very conservative in
how they approach game
entertainment at the are-
na,” says Pohorly. “Frances-
co brought me in to change
the vibe and atmosphere.
The message is, you're here
for entertainment, you're
here to have fun”

The entire opening se-
quence, with the video,
the new projection system
and lights, is designed to
urge people in the stands
to start cheering and to get
loud. Pohorly adds, “there
are three key moments
when the noise level rises,
and the team, getting ready
in the dressing room, can
hear that the fans are al-
ready getting into the
game”

Pohorly’s responsibili-
ties as in-game entertain-
ment director this season
give him carte blanche to
design and script what
amounts to an engaging
mini-movie 41 times a
year. “It's a four-hour live
show that were running,
with breaks in-between
for hockey, thats the way I
look at it,” he jokes.

From installing fog
lights below the score-
board, to choosing a new
soundtrack, to goals scored
by the Canucks (a loud
loop of the word “Hey”
from Van Halens Aint
Talkin’ ‘Bout Love), it’s all
Pohorly’s vision.

He raves about the fun
he’s had with Canuck Idol,
a crowd karaoke contest,
and the Top Dog com-
petition, during which
players’ wives accompany
their family dogs to the
ice surface for an end-to-
end race. Its popularity has
seen stars such as Bo Hor-
vat approaching Pohorly to
get their pooches a spot in
the next event.

Pohorly oversees a team
of 15 full-time employees
and almost 50 game-day
staffers who bring it all
together. “I did not realize
everything that goes into
this,” he admits. “And the

Michael Pohorly films a sequence with the Canucks goalie to entertain and pump crowds at the Rogers Arena in Vancouver.

(Photo supplied)

more you add into it, the
more variables there are”

It seems to be working.
After two straight years
of declining ticket sales,
the Canucks are averag-
ing 18,703 fans per game
this season, up almost 700
from 2018-2019. Their
attendance figures place
them in the top 10, up
from 14th last year. “We're
way beyond last year, and
far beyond all of our sales
targets, with 10 games to
go,” says Pohorly.

And Aquilini must be
happy the team is seeing
success on the ice, as well.
Having missed the playofts
last year, the Canucks at
press time were sitting in
the first wild card slot in
the west, with 34 wins, just
one less than last year, and
with lots of hockey still to
play.

Despite the success,
and the fun he is having at
Rogers Arena, Pohorly is
looking beyond the Stan-
ley Cup playofts already.
He has a new television
series in development in
Bali, where he first visited
in 2008. The idyllic island
has become a bit of a sec-
ond home, as he returned
last summer to shoot some
commercials.

His long-term goal,
however, focuses on his
first home. “Eventually
one of my aims is to be
able to shoot a film in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake, and I
think it would be fantastic
to be able to shoot in and
around the vineyards, and
to create a script that al-
lows Niagara to be one of
the stars in the film”

Maybe that film will

feature Pohorly’s uncle
Joe, the Niagara wine pi-
oneer who was original-
ly involved in Inniskillin
Wines, or his parents,

Frank and Susan, who,
along with his brother Ste-
ven, still operate the family
vineyard.

Or maybe it will feature

demon zombie
players.

With Michael Pohorly,
one never knows what to

expect.

hockey
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I_Jickleball fastest-growing sport

Penny Coles
The Local

Pickleball is the fast-
est-growing sport in Can-
ada, and its success is
being mirrored in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

John Hindle of the
NOTL Pickleball Club
credits in part the Town
and its facilities for the
popularity of the sport lo-
cally, with “the premier fa-
cility in the region.”

He is referring to the
three  outdoor  courts
opened last summer on the
former tennis courts in the
Virgil Sports Park.

The Town has also pro-
vided space at the com-
munity centre from the
earliest days of the sport in
NOTL, when in 2017, 55
players enjoyed eight hours
of scheduled time, Hindle
told councillors in a recent
appearance at council to
explain the growth of the
sport.

Currently, to accom-
modate all levels of players
in 20 sessions throughout
each week, the gymnasium
in the former Virgil Public
School is also being used by
the club, adding three more
courts to the three at the
community centre.

During the summer,
says Hindle, while many
players will enjoy the six
outdoor courts, other club
members will continue to
play indoors, out of the sun,
and without the wind that
changes the game.

The club now has more
than 200 members, and
it’s expected to continue to
grow. In addition to many
regulars away for the win-
ter, the club sees beginners
walking through the doors
of the community centre
each week, and all of them
stay.

Hindle, who has played
many sports, says a com-
ment he hears often from
people within their first
three games, is Tm addict-
ed” He’s never heard that
about any other sport, he
adds.

He talks of a “Santa

Claus effect” among players
who come out to play for

LOCAL HAPPENINGS

Members of the NOTL Pickleball Club play at the community centre and the former Virgil
Public School gymnasium. It's a good workout, but not a fast or aggressive as other racquet

sports. (Penny Coles)

the first time. “They feel the
joy, and they keep coming
back. They come through
the community centre
doors with a smile on their
face”

As the club has grown
and expanded its schedule,
it has evolved to offering
beginner, intermediate and
advanced games, with some
cross-over, open and tran-
sitional sessions, as well as
skills instruction, says Hin-
dle. Beginners get about
six weeks of instruction,
and starting next week,
the club will also be offer-
ing sessions on techniques
and strategies for advanced
players.

There is a “pyramid”
of levels, he says, with the
divisions narrowing until
they get to the top, which
includes members who play
competitively, with region-
al, provincial and national
tournaments for those who
are interested. There are
only a few members who
have competed, but they’ve
done very well, he says.

One of the beauties of
the sport that has contrib-
uted enormously to its pop-
ularity, he explains, is that
four people are on a court
for about 10 minutes, play-
ing to a score of 11 to win,
and then rotating off to al-
low others to play.

“With  three courts,
there are 12 people actively
involved in games that are
only about 10 minutes long.
Then they come off and the
next four people go on”

Thus a scheduled ses-
sion can allow many more
people court time than
would be seen in any oth-
er racquet sport, he adds,
while also allowing for so-
cializing between rotations.
Players get to know each
other and become friends
on and off the court, and
enjoy social events after the
games, as well as those ar-
ranged regularly outside of
game schedules.

“People interact be-
tween games, and then they
go out on the court to play.
This is a sport that brings
people together with oth-
ers who have something
in common. The question
of what they did for a liv-
ing never seems to come
up. They talk about fami-
ly, plays they've seen, the
protests — some of it’s very
localized, about what goes
on in town. Pickleball was
designed to be a social ac-
tivity.”

It's also designed to be
a relatively gentle, “deli-
cate” game, with rules that
require the ball to bounce
on both sides during a ral-
ly, and a “no volley zone” in
front of the net. Although
shots can be aggressive,
more often points are won
by being patient and wait-
ing for one side to make a
mistake, Hindle explains.

Although it's a great
sport for all ages, including
families, many players are
seniors, with hip or knee
replacements, some wear-
ing braces to protect joints,

and enjoying an activity
that does not require a high
level of fitness, says Hindle.

The outdoor courts in
Virgil have created “quite a
stir in the region,” he says,
allowing it to become a
year-round sport locally.

It was the outdoor
courts that brought him to
council last week.

The club is planning on
spending money on the
town facility, hoping to put
up a screen to protect from
the wind, which impacts
the game.

He also hopes to partner
with a youth summer pro-
gram, offering lessons at no
cost.

But the club is con-
cerned about damage that
has occurred to the public
courts, from people using
them for other reasons.

Since they opened, the
courts have been used for
soccer, road hockey, skate-
boarding, and rollerblad-
ing, damaging the surface
and the nets, he says.

He suggested the Town
could provide some pro-
tection, while continuing
to have the courts available
to the community, through
locked gates that can be
opened by a four-digit
code.

The club “would take
ownership, and would work
with council to do whatever
it can to ensure continued
public access,” he says, hop-
ing for a positive response
from the Town.

OCAL WORSHIP

Sunday, March 8th

Message by:
Kevin Bayne -
The Word of Salvation

Kids Ministry Sign In
(Grade 8 & under)

Sunday Worship
at 10 a.m. at 434 Hunter Rd.

Offices at
1570 Niagara Stone Rd.

To advertise your

WORSHIP SERVICES

in this section, please contact:

karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your event in
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every

Wednesday evening, || HADPENINGS
atdp.m.to Contact

9 p-m. classified@notllocal.com

St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St.
Niagara-on-the-Lake

Visit us online at:

www.notllocal com

FIRST ONTARIO PERFORMING
ARTS CENTRE

March 5 & March 6 @ 8 p.m.
KasheDance presents
Facing Home: Love & Redemption

March 7 @ 7:30 p.m.
Chorus Niagara presents
Touch the Earth Lightly

March 8 @ 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Girls Nite Out

March 12 @ 7:30 p.m.
We’ve Got Each Other

March 15 @ 2:30 p.m.
NSO presents
Masterworks 5 - Undaunted

March 16 @ 7:30 p.m.
Bay City Rollers

www.FirstOntarioPAC.ca

Reports
will be delivered
by the Chair,
Treasurer,
Executive
Director and
Artistic Director

ANNUAL .::
MEETING "~

Friday, March 6 @ 2 p.m.
— Royal George Theatre

St. Davids and District Lions Club
5

FRIDAY FISH FRY
March 6*" 4:30 to 7 p.m. Ky
1pc. dinner*9 2 pc. dinner $13A U
Haddock & chips or baked potato,

with coleslaw, bread, tea or coffee EATIN or
Also available: PAN FRIED FISH
1462 York Rd., St. Davids (&,
stdavidslions.ca @stdavidslions on Facebook

March 19 @ 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

All Along the Waterfront with Peter Mulcaster — A
Railway History of Niagara-on-the-Lake 1854—
1959. Tickets are $10 for the general public or
free for Niagara Historical Society Members.
Reservations required as seating is limited. Call
905-468-3912 or email contact@nhsm.ca.

AMOUS & INFAMC
e
|

» »
.

March 23 @ 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.

On the fourth Monday of the month the Niagara
Historical Museum offers a free Community Day
and the popular Famous & Infamous biography
series open to all. On March 23 Suzanne
Hebert will talk about The Medicis (part 1). Call
905-468-3912 or email contact@nhsm.ca.

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics optional. Include
your Logo! Prices starting at $20. Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.
Call Karen 905-641-5335 or email: classified@notllocal.com
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Helping home owners for more than 20 years.
office: 905-468-4214  cell: 905-321-8126
I www.cudmorehomes.com

classified@notllocal.com

May the peace that comes

W LOVING \ from the memories of a love
A4 shared, comfort you.
Rememiben them with
a Loving Thibute.

Contact: classified@notllocal.com or call 205-641-5335
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I_Dickleball club founder saw outdoor court open

Penny Coles
The Local

Case Bassie, the man
who introduced pickleball
to Niagara-on-the-Lake and
pushed to have the former
Virgil tennis courts resur-
faced and converted for the
sport, died Feb. 6 at the age
of 72.

His death was as a result
of two tragic accidents that
both caused brain injuries
— one he recovered from,
the other he did not.

Last April, his wife Bri-
gitte explained, he was dis-
covered lying in a ditch on
Line 2, where he had been
cycling. He had had a heart
attack, and when he fell, he
hit his head.

A “good samaritan”
came along and managed
to resuscitate him, she says.
“He crashed three times that
day,” she recalls, and was
in a coma for some time.
He spent six months in the
hospital recovering from
the effect of lack of oxygen
to his brain. But he had
worked hard at his recovery
and was doing well, and by
January was living “the new
normal”” Brigitte says he had
been playing cards with his
friends that afternoon, and
later in the day he slipped
and fell backwards down the
stairs at home, hitting his
head again.

“It was just a tragic acci-
dent,” Brigitte says. “He was
gone within 24 hours”

Case and Brigitte moved
to St. Davids from Halibur-
ton about four and a half
years ago.

“When we got here, he
said, ‘where’s the pickleball}’
she recalls, “but there wasn’t
any.

He went to the Town to
ask about it, and Lord May-
or Betty Disero “was amaz-

(Based in NOTL)

Robert Bradley
905.380.0298

Lord Mayor Betty Disero cut the ribbon on the new pickleball courts in the Virgil Sports Park last June with Dan Maksenuk, Brigitte Bassie, wife of NOTL
Pickleball Club president Case Bassie, and Kevin Turcotte, the Town’s acting director of operations. Case was in the hospital and couldn’t be there, but was

able to see the outdoor courts before he died. (Penny Coles)

ing. She helped get it going,’
says Brigitte.

A club he helped estab-
lish soon had 55 members,
and as it grew, he began to
push for outdoor courts to
make it a year-round sport.

He and Brigitte, who al-
ways did a lot of travelling,
had had several great trips
together in a short amount
of time, during the year and
a half before his accidents.
They had also come to love
their St. Davids neighbours,
doing some travelling with
them. They became a tight
community, which was
helpful during Cases re-
covery, and again since his
death, Brigitte says. “They
embraced Case, and they
embraced me. Their support
has been wonderful. It's a
great place to live”

When the six courts
opened in the Virgil Sports
Park last June, Brigitte and
Disero cut the ribbon. Case
was still in the hospital at
that point, but he was able to

NIAGARA PRIVATE CAR SERVICE

“Eco-Friendly Electric Vehicles”
Up to 4 passengers in our Ford Fusion Energi

e Local
Transportation

* Special Events,
Functions efc.

e Local Airports
(Buffalo, Hamilton etc.)

905-941-3899 | alan@privatecarservice.ca

Tony McCafferty
905.353.6815

paintersnotl@gmail.com

visit them once he was home
and see what had been ac-
complished, not only with
the conversion of the courts
but with the astounding suc-
cess and growth of the club.

Brigitte describes him
as a man always involved in
his community, and always
ready to tackle whatever
needed to be done. And he
loved that people in town
embraced the sport that
meant so much to him.

But he was also a humble
man who wasn’t comfort-
able with compliments — he
would instead deflect praise
to others who had been in-
volved, she says.

She has a photo of herself
and Disero on the day of the
ribbon-cutting for the out-
door courts, she says, which
she had printed and framed
for Case, and which will be
on display the day of the cel-
ebration of his life. It will be
held April 19 at Navy Hall
from 2 to 5 p.m., with trib-
utes to Case at 3 p.m.

BUSINESS

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

CAUGHILL AUTO
256 EAST WEST LINE, VIRGIL
905-934-1941

Games night raises money for cancer unit

St. Davids Leos organized a family games night at the St. Davids Lions Hall Sunday,
to raise money for the MacKids Teen Zone Project, to upgrade a teen cancer unit in
Hamilton. Jaeda Smith, Jason Christie, Tanner Smith, Ella Turner, Maya Dueck and
Calvin Schouten were there to play board games. (Fred Mercnik)

To advertise your business or service,

call Karen at: 905.641.5335
or email karen@notllocal.com

TRAVELLING?

Don’t let your house be
a burden to friends or family?
Contact Nancy at :

- TIRES

- BRAKES

- OIL CHANGES
= EXHAUST

— SUSPENSION

905.468.7111

To advertise your company in

»J] LOCAL BUSINESS

contact: classifieds@notllocal.com

or 905.641.5335
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