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State of emergency declared in NOTL

NOTL friends 
unlikely to be 
home soon

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
has declared a state of emer-
gency to protect the town from 
the COVID-19 virus.

As head of council, it is her 
decision to make, but she has 
made it in consultation with 
the emergency control group, 
which includes Fire Chief Nick 
Ruller and the interim CAO, 
and also with the support of 
town councillors, she says.

She began considering a 
state of emergency last week, 

On Monday, Canada’s for-
eign affairs minister had suc-
cessfully arranged for three 
repatriation planes to arrive in 
Peru this week, but it won’t be 
enough to get local residents 
Scott Robinson and Chelsea 
Widdicombe home.

Both 23 years old, the life-
long friends are stuck in Peru 
due to a country-wide quaran-
tine that has closed the borders. 
Amid the world-wide spread 
of the COVID-19 virus, they 
sit and wait, with no idea when 
they might be able to return to 
Canada.

The problem for Robinson 
and Widdicombe is that the 
planes are to arrive, and depart 
from, Lima. They, however, are 
holed up under a country-wide 
quarantine in an Airbnb in the 
city of Cusco, a 20-plus hour bus 
ride away. 

Peru’s minister of defence 
announced last week that by 

and was discussing it with 
councillors on Friday, each one 
of them fully supporting the 
move, she says.

The scales were tipped to-
ward taking the extra precau-
tion by the large number of 
returning travellers to town. 
The arrival of the seasonal 
farm workers was also a factor. 
“It’s great that they are able to 
come, I’m glad they’re coming,” 
she says, but there will be a lot 
more people in a town with 50 
per cent of its population over 
the age of 50.

The declaration is the next 

midnight Sunday morning, 
March 22, Peru would no lon-
ger support any repatriation 
efforts by foreign governments. 
With 263 cases of COVID-19 
reported in the country as of 
March 20, the Peruvian gov-
ernment said it must do more 
to contain the spread of the 
virus. As of Monday, that num-
ber had risen to 395.

Positive news came Sunday 
afternoon. That’s when Cana-
dian Foreign Affairs Minister 
Francois-Philippe Champagne 
announced via Twitter that he 
had received a guarantee from 
Peruvian authorities that they 
would allow humanitarian 
evacuation flights of Canadian 
citizens to depart Peru. And on 
Monday, Champagne gave de-
tails for the three flights leaving 
this week. 

Those flights, though, are 
only to accommodate those trav-
ellers already in the Lima region. 

At press time, it seemed 

step toward slowing the poten-
tial spread of the virus for the 
protection of residents, busi-
nesses and staff, she says.

It has been a concern with 
many in town that not every-
one returning from travel has 
been self-isolating. Grocery 
store and Avondale staff have 
reported asking shoppers they 
know to have been out of the 
country to go home.

There are people in town 
who do not appreciate the se-
verity of the situation, and who 
are disregarding the advice of 
public officials, says Disero. 

By making a “quick stop at the 
grocery store, they may unin-
tentionally endanger others,” 
including the public and gro-
cery store employees.

“Please think of your com-
munity and cooperate,” she 
adds, especially considering 
the demographics of NOTL’s 
mature community.

“We will continue to do our 
part to protect you. We ask that 
you join us in doing your part 
as well.”

Grocery stores, the conve-
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A moment of cheer
Evan Dolinsk, 12, decided to do something on 
Saturday to bring cheer to people discouraged 
by the news of COVID-19. His parents took him 
to the Niagara River Parkway, dressed as T Rex, 
so he could wave at passing vehicles. Almost ev-
ery car beeped at him. Evan will be in The Shaw 
Festival production of Gypsy, which has been 
postponed due to the virus. We hope this cheers 
you up too. (Fred Mercnik)

Lord Mayor Betty Disero stood before a camera in an empty 
council chamber Monday to declare a state of emergency in 
NOTL. (Screenshot)
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Thwaites farm preparing for seasonal workers

‘We all need to pull together,’ says grower

Nelson Thwaites prunes his peach trees as he waits for sea-
sonal workers to arrive. (Photo supplied)

The Thwaites family of fruit 
and vegetable growers was still 
waiting Tuesday morning to 
hear when their seasonal farm 
workers, so essential to their op-
eration, will arrive.

There was no date set  yet 
for when the workers are com-
ing, says Nelson Thwaites. “We 
are still waiting with figures 
crossed.”

Growers have been told once 
the paperwork is in place, the 
planes could start arriving quick-
ly, and they should be prepared.

When the federal govern-
ment announced early last week 
that due to the COVID-19 vi-
rus, the border was being closed 
to all but Canadians, with lim-

In a town that has worked 
hard to make farm workers feel 
welcome, there is some concern 
over the reaction from some 
businesses to those who are full-
time residents, and some who 
are Canadian citizens.

“We have some farm work-
ers who live here year round, 
and have become Canadian 
citizens,” says Erwin Wiens, a 
grower and town councillor.

“We’re hearing they’re be-
ing told by businesses, ‘you’re 
not supposed to be here.’”

That also applies to some 
workers who have been here 
since January.

In both situations, says 
Wiens, they should be treated 
like everyone else, regardless of 
their ethnicity, but in some cas-
es, that’s not happening.

It’s a delicate situation, with 
everyone expected to follow 
the same rules, but some who 
are doing what they are sup-
posed to be doing are being 
treated differently.

A provincial agricultural 
association is already sensing 
there are problems, and is antic-
ipating it could get worse when 
more seasonal workers arrive.

Last week the federal gov-
ernment announced seasonal 

ited exceptions, seasonal farm 
workers were not included in 
those exceptions. However, by 
Friday, the government agreed 
the workers are essential to 
the country’s food supply, and 
growers were relieved to hear 
they would be allowed into the 
country.

By Tuesday morning, there 
was still no word about when 
they would arrive, although 
there was some expectation 
they would be here this week.

Nelson Thwaites and his 
brothers Graham and Corbin 
are the fourth generation to op-
erate the family farm, with their 
father John still involved and 
ready with advice. Nelson hopes 
they will be here soon. Trees 
need pruning now, not weeks 
from now.

agricultural workers would be 
exempt from travel restrictions 
put in place to stem the spread of 
COVID-19. It was expected they 
would be allowed to travel this 
week, but at press time Tuesday 
morning, growers had not heard 
when to expect their arrival.

Wiens says he doesn’t ex-
pect a lot of notice — they will 
hear that the planes are com-
ing, and the workers will be on 
their way.

“We better be prepared for 
when they get here,” he says.

Also by Tuesday, there were 
no protocols in place for when 
they arrive. Wiens and other 
growers are prepared for a 14-
day isolation period, but they 
expect that to mean the work-
ers can be out in the fields and 
vineyards, although not able to 
leave the farms.

It will be up to the farmers 
to ensure their workers have 
adequate food and other sup-
plies when they arrive, he says.

“It’s great the government 
recognized our food supply is 
important, now let’s do the best 
we can. It’s the same with the 
Snowbirds. We have to work 
together to make sure everyone 
gets what they need.”

Information sent to grow-
ers from the Ontario Fruit and 
Vegetable Growers Association 
Monday asked those who have 

“CanAg (the travel service 
that arranges flights for the sea-
sonal workers to Canada), has 
buses and flights at both ends 
ready to go,” he says. 

About 28,000 workers were 
expected to arrive in Ontario 
alone, many last week, the ma-
jority over the next two weeks. 
Thwaites says he thinks the ‘pow-
ers that be’ were confusing various 
programs for temporary workers.

At first it seemed the confu-
sion was over Mexican workers 
who might be allowed to come 
through the U.S., but not those 
flying in from the Caribbean. 
Then it seemed they were all in 
the same predicament.

He is refraining from calling 
provincial growers’ associations 
who are working to persuade 
the government to lift the re-

workers already on their farms, 
or anticipate their arrival, to 
be “sensitive to how the public 
views foreign workers in the 
community during this time,” 
and urges them to be vigilant 
in protecting the health of the 
public and seasonal workers.

“It is imperative that we 
take measures to ensure all 
risks to the Canadian public 
are limited, and all growers take 
actions to mitigate any negative 
public perception about the ar-
rival of workers.”

Wiens says for those whose 
isolation period is over, it means 
not travelling in groups, or at all 
if not essential — the same that 
is expected of everyone.

‘Let’s act as a unit, and ev-
erybody do their part. At this 
point, everybody should be 
self-isolating as best they can.”

He encourages the use of on-
line shopping, and also sending 
one person, not several, to do 
the shopping when necessary.

He is also concerned about 
growers making provisions for 
isolating workers who become 
ill. He has just eight men ex-
pected, and has a house that 
provides each with a separate 
room. He’s purchased a trailer 
as a precaution, in case anyone 
needs to be isolated from the 
others, and if he doesn’t need 
the trailer, someone else might, 

striction, he says. “We’re trying 
not to barrage them all with 
phone calls. We know everyone 
is pulling in the same direction.”

The Thwaites’ 500-acre 
farm, mostly in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake and head-quar-
tered on Firelane 11, includes 
peaches, nectarines, grapes and 
pears. Recently the farm was 
enlarged to include an opera-
tion in Norfolk County, adding 
asparagus to their products.

Thwaites had been expect-
ing 42 farm workers to fly in last 
Thursday evening, and in previ-
ous years, they would be spend-
ing their first day getting food, 
phones and going to the bank. 
Then, by Saturday, they’d have 
been out in the fields, doing the 
work they are not only trained 
for, but physically accustomed 

he says. Each grower should 
have a contingency plan in 
place in case one of their work-
ers becomes ill.

The OFVA is asking grow-
ers to provide computer access 
for their workers so they can 
shop online, to arrange for de-
livery of any necessary medi-
cation, to work with banks to 
provide online banking, and, if 
they have finished the self-iso-
lation period, to discourage 
them from going to town and 
explain the two-metre distance 
between themselves and any-
one else, in stores and any pub-
lic places.

In an email sent by FARMS 
last week, an agricultural or-
ganization providing resourc-
es for farmers, CanAG Travel 
Services says it is prepared to 
accommodate air travel. The 
travel service has been “in con-
stant communication with air-
lines and source countries.”

Jamaica has contacted 
workers to be on standby travel 
notice, as well as making sure 
they want to come to Canada 
at this time.

Mexico has indicated it will 
need four days, since work-
ers in some cases need two or 
more days to travel to the Mex-
ico City Airport.

to doing.
He knows when they get 

here, the 14-day isolation they 
will have to undergo means 
they can’t leave the farm to go 
to town, but as he understands 
the rules, they’ll be able to work 
in the orchards. Pruning peach 
trees is what is awaiting them 
when they arrive.

But as of this Tuesday, the 
growers still had not received 
protocols on how the isolation is 
to be handled.

Last week, he began hir-
ing locals who are interested in 
working, and every morning, 
he and Graham were spending 
time training small groups of 
those who arrive, before head-
ing out to the orchard to prune.

It’s not a great solution, 
he says. It’s work that requires 
training, and is physically ex-
tremely demanding, especially 
for those not accustomed to it. 
Not all last the day, and others 
don’t come back the next day. 
“Pruning hardwood is hard 
work,” he says.

“To put into perspective, it 
takes about 100,000 man-hours 
to grow and harvest the farm’s 
produce,” says Thwaites.

He has spoken to other 
NOTL growers whose workers 
arrived before the travel ban, 
and they feel bad about what 
their neighbours are experienc-
ing, he says.

Thwaites was discouraged 
about the lack of information 
being broadcast to the public 
about how vital the seasonal 
employees are to the country’s 
food chain. 

The U.S., which supplies 
Canada before our local crops 

are ready, are in the same situa-
tion, he says — the U.S. borders 
were also closed to temporary 
farmworkers. And American 
growers don’t plan for shipping 
crops to Canada once ours are 
ready for harvest.

Although the Thwaites are 
doing their best to keep up with 
the work at hand now, there is 
no way they would have been 
able to keep up. If seasonal 
workers had not been allowed 
into the country, he expected 
he would have to “spray off the 
trees and wait for next year.”

That means killing the buds 
to protect the orchards, with no 
crop to harvest this year. The 
farm would survive without a 
crop for 2020, and they would 
hope for a good year next year.

But that’s a plan he is not ex-
pecting to have to put into place.

While he waits, Thwaites 
has sourced food and supplies 
for the 42 men he hopes to see 
soon, and once he hears they’re 
on their way, he will make sure 
their supplies are ready for them 
when they arrive, he says. All 
their houses are stocked already 
with toilet paper, he adds.

Most of the workers come 
with phones, and can use the Wi-
fi that is available for them, and 
those who have bank accounts 
will be paid by direct deposit. 
That will carry them through the 
14-day isolation period.

“We’re concerned about the 
virus, the same as anyone else 
is,” he says.

But he feels confident when 
the workers get here and stay on 
the farm, everyone will be safe, 
and there will be a crop to har-
vest this year.
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Order Online and 
Pick-Up In-Store

or

FREE Local 
Wine Delivery

To NOTL, Virgil, Queenston 
& St. Davids Minimum 2 

bottles. Order and Pay Online.
Check our website for full details

about both of these options, as 
well as our current store hours.

The Farmhouse Café
is currently closed due 

to COVID-19.
NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca

Linda Attoe, RP
905•468•0046 | www.lindaattoe.com
Video-conference & Phone sessions availableVideo-conference & Phone sessions available

Connecting when disconnectedConnecting when disconnected
Serving the Niagara Region since 2005
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Scott Robinson and Chelsea Widdicombe were enjoying being 
tourists in Peru until all travel came to a halt, and on Monday, 
said they would be unable to get to Lima in time to get one of the 
repatriation flights home. (Photo supplied)
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Some Canadians returning, but locals can’t get to Lima
to leave the pair, along with as 
many as 2,000 other Canadi-
ans, indefinitely stranded in the 
South American country. 

To make things even more 
uncertain for Widdicombe and 
Robinson, in a Saturday morn-
ing address, Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau admitted that it 
would not be possible to rescue 
all stranded travellers.

Reached Monday evening, 
Chelsea’s father Doug was re-
signed to the realization that 
his daughter would not be on 
her way home this week. He 
had been holding out faint 
hope that she and Scott could 
be on one of those three flights, 
but he admitted the long trip 
from Cusco would make it 
nearly impossible.

This trip was supposed to 
be a different kind of adventure 
for the two 23-year-olds.

Robinson left Feb. 29 on 
what was to be a 10-month trek 
around the world, starting in 
the South American country. 
Various friends were to join 
him along the way for shorter 
stretches, beginning with Wid-
dicombe, who arrived in Peru 
on March 12. 

Their first few days were 
spent taking in the beauty of 
the country. Cusco sits inland, 
in the middle of the Andes 
mountains. Once the capital 
of the Inca empire, its prox-
imity to Inca ruins makes it a 
common travel destination for 
travellers like Robinson and 
Widdicombe.

On March 16, the pair had 
made their way to Aguas Cali-
entes, known as the gateway to 
Machu Picchu. They had tick-
ets for the 5:20 a.m. bus to the 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
While waiting to board, an of-
ficial from the Ministry of Cul-

ture stepped out to inform the 
crowd that the Inca ruins, and 
indeed, the entire town, had 
been closed. 

Not yet aware the Peruvi-
an government had declared a 
state of emergency, closing its 
borders, they packed up their 
things and made their way to 
the train station. They hoped 
to move up their late-afternoon 
tickets for the start of their 
three-hour trip back to Cusco. 

Their arrival at that train 
station was met by a massive 
crowd, who all had the same 
idea. “I think every traveller, 
and every worker and resident 
of the town, was trying to get 
out through the one train sta-
tion, and it was quite a scene,” 
says Robinson. 

After four hours of panic at 
the station, including witness-
ing a vicious fight between a 
pack of stray dogs, they final-
ly boarded a train and were 
enroute back to Cusco. Once 
there, they rushed to the air-
port and tried desperately to 
book a flight to Lima, in an ef-
fort to board a plane out of the 
country before the midnight 
deadline.

Unsuccessful, they checked 
into an Airbnb and got to work 
trying to arrange another flight 
home, with the help of their 
parents. Currently, they hold 
tickets from Cusco to Lima for 
April 1, but have no guarantee 
that the Cusco airport will even 
be open by then. If they make it 
to Lima, they still have to find a 
flight to Canada.

Widdicombe and Robin-
son, along with their respective 
parents, have been in contact 
with Niagara Falls MP Tony 
Baldinelli and MPP Wayne 
Gates, who have both assured 
the pair that they are actively 
working on the situation. 

As the pair’s stay in Peru 

becomes indefinitely extend-
ed, their costs continue to rise. 
The Airbnb in which they are 
staying is costing them $80 a 
night. Doug says they’re happy 
to pay the unexpected cost, but 
he’s also happy that the prime 
minister announced a $5,000 
loan for travellers to help offset 
the cost of airlines and accom-
modations. Though he says 
they won’t apply for the loan, 
he’s sure many of the stranded 
Canadians may need it. 

As the virus continues to 
spread and cause increased 
concern in Peru, Chelsea and 
Scott become more confined 
to their accommodations. 
With both a quarantine and 
curfew in place, they can only 
leave for medical reasons or to 
get food. And they have to be 
able to prove to the police who 
are patrolling the city that their 
reason to leave is valid. 

Their two-bedroom rent-
al also has a kitchenette and a 
small living area, so it’s not as 
cramped as it would be had 
they been stuck in a hostel. But 
after 6 p.m., Chelsea says, it 
gets pretty cold in the moun-
tains, and there is no heat in the 
building.

With a number of other 
travellers also in their complex, 
many of whom are Canadian, 
they had been finding ways to 
keep their spirits up. “Before we 
were doing yoga and stuff, but 
now we’re pretty much con-
fined to our living quarters, be-
cause if people go out for gro-
ceries, we don’t know if they’ve 
come into contact, so we’re try-
ing to be even more safe.” 

Doug and Nancy, along 
with Scott’s parents, Anne and 
Ross, all worry that with their 
kids basically confined to their 
accommodations, they won’t 
have access to food and water 
in the mountain city. And of 

course, there’s the virus itself. 
Scott’s father, Ross Robin-

son, remains optimistic that the 
two will find their way home 
soon. 

But to Chelsea, unable to 
leave her accommodations, “it’s 
getting more and more hope-
less, it seems. The government 
didn’t act quickly enough, and 
we’re stuck here for at least an-
other week.”

And with no guarantee that 
their flight to Lima on April 1 
will take them any closer to get-
ting home, or even if that flight 
is allowed to leave Cusco, the 
uncertainty continues. 

Continued from page 1

The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, under the direction of Lord  
Mayor Betty Disero and the Emergency Control Group, continues to 
respond in a well-informed and thought-out manner to address the 
rapidly changing COVID-19 situation. 

The safety, health, and well-being of our residents, businesses, and 
staff remain our top priority. Please continue to comply with preven-
tative measures, such as social distancing, as laid out by the Federal 
and Provincial Governments and Public Health officials. 

Anyone returning to Canada from winter travel must self isolate for 14 
days. Cooperation is imperative.

If you are showing symptoms of COVID-19, please do not overload 
hospitals and health facilities. Call the Novel Coronavirus Info-Line 
first at 1-888-505-6074. Nurses are available to take your call between 
9:00 AM and 8:30 PM Monday to Friday and between 9:00 AM and 
4:15 PM Saturday and Sunday and they will direct you appropriately. 

Please go to www.notl.com/COVID-19 for regularly updated infor-
mation and resources pertaining to COVID-19, including a compre-
hensive list of answers to frequently asked questions. Town staff will 
continue to assist and serve citizens online and over the phone at 
905-468-3266. Phones are answered between the hours of 8:30 AM 
and 4:30 PM Monday to Friday, and online service requests remain 
available at www.notl.com. 

Notices are also posted on the Town’s post offices to accommodate 
those who don’t operate online. 

For updates and resources from the Federal Government, please visit:
www.canada.ca/coronavirus

Town Update Regarding COVID-19

REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

‘Let’s work through this together’
nience stores which also sell food, 
pharmacies, gas stations, and 
banks can stay open as can many 
other businesses. For a complete 
list go to https://www.ontario.ca/
page/list-essential-workplaces.

“Today’s declaration is an-
other example of the timely and 
decisive action that is required 
to flatten the curve and less-
en the impact of COVID-19 
in our community,” says Fire 
Chief Nick Ruller in a news 
release from the Town. “Each 
one of us is responsible for the 
health and wellbeing of one 
another during this pandemic. 
When people are self-isolat-
ing, this crisis is contained. I 
applaud Lord Mayor Disero 
and Town Council for their 
commitment and leadership, 
as we continue to take every 
necessary step to effectively 
reduce potential for spread of 
this virus throughout Niagara-  
on-the-Lake.” 

Disero says she and coun-
cil will do everything they can 
to help residents through this 
health emergency.

“Please remain calm and do 

your part by practising social 
distancing, and staying home as 
much as possible,” says Disero. 
“If you have just returned to Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake, go straight 
home and do not leave your 
house for 14 days. I know the 
people of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
are incredibly kind and helpful, 
and I have no doubt that we will 
work together to get through 
this trying time. Call a friend 
or a member of council to help 
pick up whatever essential sup-
plies you need.” 

The state of emergency dec-
laration overrides an earlier by-
law that gave Disero the ability 
to make decisions on behalf of 
council, along with Randall.

Continued from page 1 She had also already re-
leased a message on Satur-
day asking residents to obey 
self-isolating and hygiene rules, 
stressing the importance of fol-
lowing the recommendations 
of public health experts to help 
slow the spread of COVID-19.

While all Town meetings 
have been cancelled in the 
coming weeks, including the 
meeting of the committee-of-
the-whole scheduled for this 
past Monday, and council on 
March 30, the Province has 
now passed legislation allowing 
phone-in meetings, and a vir-
tual meeting to  discuss council 
business and COVID-19 is ex-
pected to be held March 30.

Family 
out to 
deliver 
good 
cheer

Brian Dolinski, Evan 
Dolinski, and Tra-
cy Borlase took a 
stroll on the Niagara 
River Parkway Sat-
urday, enjoying the 
support from vehi-
cles passing by. 
(Fred Mercnik)
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Ariel Carr’s surgery rushed due to COVID-19
Ariel Carr, the 12-year-

old Crossroads student now 
at the Hospital for Sick Chil-
dren in Toronto, is expected 
to have her second surgery 
Wednesday.

Her doctor has moved it 
up from July, in an effort to 
get her ready to go home, 
away from the danger of 
COVID-19.

Her mother, Denise Carr, 
says one half of the wing of 
the hospital is now empty, 
and has been thoroughly 
cleaned, ready for use if they 
need it for patients with the 
virus.

Ariel’s surgeon has can-
celled all his other opera-
tions, but he can’t send Ariel 
home as she is, and with her 
reduced lung capacity, he’s 
concerned about the risk of 
keeping her in the hospital.

Ariel, at 43 pounds and 
47 inches tall when she en-
tered the hospital early in 
February, has severe scoli-
osis. The top of her spine, 
shaped almost like a candy 
cane, was curving into her 

neck. Her first surgery was 
to bolt a traction halo to her 
skull, and she has gradually 
had weights added to it to 
help straighten her spine. 
She’s been fed Ensure, an-
other similar kind of choco-
late drink several times a day, 
and lots of chocolate milk, 
to help put on some weight 
so they could add weight 
to the halo. She is up to 26 
pounds on the halo and she 
herself weighs 55 pounds, 
quite an accomplishment 
for a girl who doesn’t like the 
high-calorie drinks they’ve 
been giving her. She also has 
a feeding tube, so she’s get-
ting calories at night.

She was actually facing 
two surgeries on Wednes-
day, and possibly three, says 
Denise. First they were go-
ing to remove the halo. Then 
the major surgery would go 
through her back, to insert 
rods into her spine to further 
straighten it.

As Ariel experiences 
growth spurts in the future, 
those rods will have to be re-
placed, says Denise.

The unknown at press 
time was whether they 

would also go in through her 
front, to remove a rib, says 
Denise, who promised to let 
The Local know as soon as 
she did. Ariel’s last growth 
spurt has caused her ribs to 
grow into her hip on her left 
side, and to crush one of her 
lungs, reducing her lung ca-
pacity, and making the threat 
of COVID-19 a terrifying 
prospect. The weights have 
helped straighten out the 
ribs as well, “but they don’t 
know if it’s enough,” says De-
nise.

She’d been told the sur-
gery to Ariel’s spine would 
be nine and a half hours, and 
if they had to remove a rib, it 
would be a lot longer.

As frightening as the 
looming surgery was for Ari-
el and her parents, Denise 
says, along with the concern 
it was being rushed, the oth-
er option was to remove the 
halo and send Ariel home, 
but that would mean starting 
all over when the virus is no 
longer an issue and the hos-
pital is back to normal.

Meanwhile, Ariel was 
spending her days watching 
TV, flat on her back, with 

about half an hour a day in a 
wheelchair, in a play room — 
one patient at a time, because 
of the risk of COVID-19.

Both Denise and Ace, 
Ariel’s dad, can’t say enough 
about the fantastic care she’s 
received at the hospital, but 
they are both anxious to 
have her home.

They have been warned 
Ariel will have muscle pain 
in the early days after sur-
gery, and they know it won’t 
be easy, “but I’d rather have 
her home than here,” said 
Denise. She has stayed with 
her at the hospital from the 
beginning, with a few breaks 
when she’s spelled by Ace 
or one of Ariel’s siblings, so 
she’s never alone.

Ariel has been tough 
through all of this, they both 
say, enduring the pain of the 
halo and weights, but they 
can’t wait for the day when 
she is pain-free and doesn’t 
have to be tough any longer.

The family has set up a 
GoFundMe page to offset 
the costs of travel, park-
ing and food. To help, visit 
https://ca.gofundme.com/f 
/ariels-scoliosis-battle.

Penny Coles
The Local
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558 LANDSDOWNE AVENUE
$1,969,000

MLS 30783456 • Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

518 GATE STREET
$935,000

MLS 30785384 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

8 DIXIE AVENUE – LOT 1
$520,000

MLS 30776105 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

196 TANBARK ROAD
$499,000

MLS 30776627. Cheryl Carmichael

LOT 7N VICTORIA STREET
$1,199,000

MLS 30781840. Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

1060 CONCESSION 2 ROAD 
$949,000

MLS 30768722 • Randy Armstrong

355 MARY STREET
UPPER LEVEL APARTMENT

$1,600
MLS 30793957 • Victoria Bolduc and Sarah Gleddie

5 MOSEBY STREET
$1,249,900

MLS 30785078 • Adam Hawley

73 BROCK STREET
$965,000

MLS 30784617 • Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

11 ELDEN STREET
$799,000

MLS 30798087 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

1501 LINE 8 ROAD #114
$145,000

MLS 30792309. Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

40 PLATOFF STREET
$2,989,000

MLS 30749100 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

Ariel Carr has her wheelchair decorated for Easter, although it’s 
looking like she will be home by then. (Denise Carr)
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Grocery stores take extra precautions
As the news around us 

changes from one minute to 
the next, our grocery stores 
are continuing to do all they 
can to meet the needs of the 
community, while protect-
ing the health of customers 
and staff.

The measures they are 
taking are also changing, 
so what was the case yester-
day may not be today, and 
may be different yet again 
tomorrow.

Monday morning our 
federal government was 
telling us extreme measures 
could be coming, but we 
weren’t there yet. However by 
Monday afternoon, Premier 
Doug Ford closed down all 
but essential services, effec-
tive Tuesday at midnight. 
Grocery stores and pharma-
cies are considered essential, 
but Ford said more informa-
tion would be released about 
what else would be allowed 
to remain open.

Phil Leboudec, of Phil’s 
valu-mart, says his main 
concern now is keeping staff 
safe. Some members of the 
public were not getting the 
message about staying home 
after travelling, or if they 
have symptoms, and that is 
a problem. If one staff mem-
ber contracts COVID-19, 
the store will close, and that 
will affect the whole com-
munity, says Leboudec.

He has taken extra steps 
to keep staff and customers 
safe. On Saturday, under di-
rections from Loblaws head 
office, he began restricting 
the number of custom-
ers in the store at one time 
to 30, allowing for physi-
cal distancing. Those who 
were waiting for their turn 
to shop were asked to line 
up outside, adhering to the 
two-metre distance required 
between them.

He also took the unusu-
al measure of having com-
munity volunteers stopping 
people at the door, asking 
them if they had recently 
returned from travelling, or 
if they had any symptoms, 
such as a fever, cough or 
sore throat.

Local resident Cory Abt 
has volunteered to help — he 
also did some shelf-stocking 
for Leboudec — and was the 
first to take his place outside 
the door.

Many shoppers had al-
ready heard a limited num-
ber of people were being 
allowed in, and most were 
very understanding about 
what was on Saturday a 
15-minute wait. 

The few who weren’t, he 
says, were dealt with by oth-
ers in line.

There were four people 
who said they had recently 
returned from travelling and 
were unaware they weren’t 
supposed to be out grocery 
shopping, says Abt, but they 
didn’t argue when told they 

should go home — they 
just asked how they were 
supposed to get their gro-
ceries. When he told them 
they could order online at 
PC Express and pick them 
up outside, they went home 
to place an order, or to ask 
family members to help out.

“Everybody was com-
plying. It was pretty easy,” 
says Abt. “If the staff at the 
grocery store don’t feel com-
fortable, they will stop com-
ing to work, and the store 
will shut down.”

Leboudec says Loblaws 
has been great about mak-
ing proactive decisions and 
coming up with new initia-
tives to keep everyone safe  
— all the individual stores 
have to do is follow the cor-
porate lead.

He says plastic shields 
are being installed at each 
check-out in every Loblaws 
store, protecting staff and 
customers, and although 
on Saturday he didn’t know 
when, he expected it to hap-
pen soon.

He worries about his 
staff, and he worries about 
his family, but he also feels 
a responsibility to keep the 
store open for the commu-
nity. He says he hasn’t a lot 
of patience for people who 
are complaining, but for the 
most part, “the support is far 
greater than the few com-
plaints we are getting.” 

Shelves are being refilled, 
with limits on some items, 
and as for those who are 
shopping for groceries, “we 
can’t know if they’re being 
honest, but hopefully they 
are.”

He has been encourag-
ing online ordering, but it’s 
difficult to keep up when 
customers are placing $600 
orders, instead of ordering 
just what they need, he says. 
That has resulted in a delay 
in filling orders.

“The online ordering 
system was only designed to 
complement shopping,” he 
says. “It wasn’t intended for 
the way it’s being used, both 
with the number of orders 
or the size of the orders.”

Tony Hendriks of Hen-
driks valu-mart is also tak-
ing precautions for his staff 
and customers.

He has instituted a poli-
cy of 10 people at a time in 
the store, since his is consid-
erably smaller than others. 
He hasn’t had an issue with 
people having to line up 
to get in, and as long as he 
keeps to 10 to 15 people at 
most, there is a comfortable 
distance between shoppers.

In response to the con-
cerns of his cashiers, he’s 
asking for customers to pay 
by debit or credit. If a cus-
tomer wants to pay with 
cash, he or one of the ca-
shiers, wearing gloves, will 
take it, but he says most are 
okay with using their cards.

He is relying on his cus-
tomers’ good judgement 
to stay home and isolate as 

needed, and although he 
has heard that hasn’t always 
happened, “those cases are 
rare,” he says.

The number of custom-
ers, and the amount they are 
buying, has changed from 
last week – it’s returning to 
what he would normally ex-
pect for this time of year.

Shelves are being stocked 
every two days, and with the 
exception of a few items not 
available from suppliers, he’s 
well-stocked. 

“We’re a small store, and 
we’re not usually busy now. 
That makes it a little easier 
for us.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Shoppers lined up outside Phil’s valu-mart Monday, waiting for their turn to shop. (Penny Coles)

323 Mary St., Niagara.on.the.Lake
905.468.4100

www.ucah.ca   |   ucah@ymail.com

Dr. Jim Turpel 
Dr. Angela Granacki 

Dr. Erin Kanerva

Your family pet ~ Our family passion
Dear Pet Parents,

I’d like to start by saying I hope everyone is doing well, and is doing their best to keep themselves in-
formed with reputable sources about COVID-19.

We have had numerous meetings to discuss temporary policies during this unprecedented crisis. I do 
not have all of the answers, but what I can tell you for sure, is that we have an incredibly strong team 
and we are committed to maintaining care for your pet. We are following the lead of the Government of 
Canada’s recommendations, as well as the Ontario Veterinary Medical Association.  Keeping this in mind, 
we must maintain a balance between safety and the essential work we do. It is for this reason we have 
elected to reschedule all routine appointments for the next two weeks. This includes annual exams and 
vaccines, routine surgeries, nail trims, and other appointments that can be rescheduled without harm. All 
physical exams due to sickness will be kept in the schedule, as well as puppy/kitten vaccines in which our 
patients would be left at risk otherwise. We have made phone calls and sent emails to inform those who 
have been affected, but if you are unsure, please feel free to give us a call.

We remain open for patients that are sick, painful and in need of care. If you are concerned about the 
health of your pet, please call the clinic to book an appointment. We can discuss over the phone any 
protocol regarding entering the clinic.  We are dedicated to providing excellent health care for your pets. 
Our orthopedic services also remain open for time sensitive and painful pets.

While we understand these new protocols and guidelines may cause financial distress to small business-
es, and pose an inconvenience in our daily lives, it is essential that we do our part to protect our clients, 
our team and our community. Our collective safety must come before the needs of a business.

We have made changes to the way we are running things on a daily basis, and the changes are as follows:

If you need to pick up food for your pet, please call the clinic ahead of time. At that time, we will be 
able to put it aside for you, and we will then require payment over the phone by Visa and MasterCard. 
When you arrive to pick up your food, please call us from your car and one of our team members will 
bring it out to our parking area. The same applies for refills of medication, although please be aware 
that all prescriptions must be approved by a doctor, and therefore will not be available immediately.

If you have travelled in the last 14 days or have a cough, we ask you to send a friend on your behalf. 
Again, they will be required to stay in the car and call us when they have arrived.

With these policies set in place, I am confident that Upper Canada Animal Hospital will continue to be a 
safe and welcoming space for both our clients and our patients. Move forward with kindness and com-
passion, my thoughts are with all of you. I thank you for your support in this time as we do our part to 
keep our community safe.

Warm Regards, 
Dr. Jim Turpel
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Difficult decisions     
for desperate times

As of press time Tuesday, 
there were seven confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 in Niag-
ara. That’s not a lot, and at this 
point the regional health was 
saying there was still no evi-
dence of community trans-
mission. All around us people 
are doing their best to keep it 
that way.

First off, we need to say  
thank you, again, at every 
chance we get, to all who are 
still working, who are help-
ing to get us through this 
difficut time.

Although the Province 
has shut down all non-essen-
tial workers, there is a very 
broad definition of those 
considered essential, so there 
are still a lot of people work-
ing. Some of you are business 
owners, some are minimum 
wage earners. Most of you 
are in contact with the pub-
lic. We hope you stay safe and 
heathy, and thank you for 
taking risks on our account. 
Without you we would be 
without food, medication, 
health care if needed, and 
many other services.

We have our local hard-
ware store still open, and li-
quor, beer and wine for when 
we decide to relax. Our con-
venience stores are open for 
food and other needs. Our 
financial institutions remain 
open. We wouldn’t have those 
services without staff willing 
to come to work, and we are 
grateful so many businesses 
are doing everything they can 
to avoid laying off staff. 

And we continue to be 
impressed with how creative 
businesses are being, adjust-
ing to the new way to market 
themselves and keep their 
businesses going, while trying 
to keep everyone safe.

But we will have none of 

that if employees are diag-
nosed with COVID-19, thus 
one of the reasons for the state 
of emergency in NOTL as de-
clared by Lord Mayor Betty 
Disero. You’d think it has been 
stated enough, but apparently 
not all are taking it seriously 
enough: Stay home if you have 
travelled, or if you have symp-
toms that indicate COVID-19. 
Get someone else to go to the 
grocery store and liquor store 
for you, or have it delivered. 
We all need to do everything 
we can to keep not only our-
selves, but each other, safe.

At The Local we are trying 
to keep up with the changes in 
our little corner of the world. 
We understand you all need 
your local news, and although 
an online edition might be 
enough for some people, it isn’t 
for everybody.

We have seniors and others 
in this town who rely on their 
paper for their news, and as their 
connection to the community.

We have businesses who 
have supported us, and whom 
we want to continue to sup-
port. They rely on us to help 
get their message to the com-
munity, and we want to contin-
ue to do that for them.

And of course we are all 
anxious about Town decisions. 
We want to know, as our world 
changes around us, how it’s 
changed. And yes, we can and 
will do that online, but not ev-
eryone will see it. As long as we 
are able, we will have a print 
edition. It will be smaller, as 
you can see this week, and we 
have other options, such as re-
ducing the numbers we print, 
but we won’t do that unless 
absolutely necessary. If you 
don’t receive The Local in your 
mail next week or the week af-
ter, you will know we had no 
choice.

Our decisions, like so many 
of yours, are day by day.

We have great stories of 
what those around us are do-
ing, which we don’t have room 
for in this paper, and which 
will be online. They are the 
stories we love to hear, and will 
enrich your lives — at least we 
hope they will. If you are read-
ing online and know someone 
who isn’t, but might be inter-
ested in what you are reading, 
maybe you could print it out 
and slip it under their door, 
with a cheery note to go along 
with it.

We can all make similar 
small gestures, and more es-
sential ones as well. We know 
many of you are picking up 
groceries and other essentials 
for those who aren’t able to go 
out, and as long as we stick to 
physical distancing and don’t 
go out unless necessary our-
selves, we’re helping if we shop 
for others while we’re out.

And lastly, because again, 
we can’t say thank you enough, 
we want to salute our town 
council and staff.

They continue to look after 
your welfare. They make dif-
ficult decisions, and in some 
cases, unpopular decisions.

As of press time Tuesday 
— and we keep saying that, be-
cause by the time you read this, 
it may have changed —  no 
other municipality, or the Re-
gion of Niagara, has declared a 
state of emergency. There will 
be some in town who won’t be 
happy that NOTL has. But it is 
being done to keep each one of 
you safe, in a town with a large 
vulnerable population.

Better to be safe than sorry. 
Maybe it’s a cliche. But in this 
situation, a fitting one.

Penny Coles
The Local

LETTERSLETTERS
The Niagara-on-the- 

Lake Horticultural So-
ciety sends our heartfelt 
thank you and deep grat-
itude to Sharon and staff 
at Van Noort Florists for 
their support and work in 
ensuring that our annual 
Flowers for Seniors event 
was able to be carried out 
last week.

The NOTL Horticultur-
al Society has been deliv-
ering small arrangements 
of spring flowers to resi-

dents in each of the three 
nursing homes for over 20 
years. However, when so-
cial/physical distancing due 
to COVID-19 became a 
reality, our members were 
concerned that we may not 
be able to fulfill our com-
mitment this year. Sharon 
and her staff immediately 
stepped in and offered to 
create the arrangements and 
assist us in their delivery. 
All necessary COVID-19 
precautions were taken, and 

Thank you, Van Noort Florists
the flowers were delivered to 
the front doors of the homes 
where the staff gratefully 
accepted them on the resi-
dents’ behalf.

 A million thank yous to 
Van Noort Florists. Their 
staff truly demonstrate the 
community values that 
make NOTL such a won-
derful town to live in. 

Board of Directors
Niagara-on-the-Lake  
Horticultural Society

The NOTL Local acknowledges the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the 
Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples, many of whom continue to live and work here today. 
This territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties and is within the land protected by the 
Dish With One Spoon Wampum agreement. Today this gathering place is home to many First 
Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples and acknowledging reminds us that our great standard of living 
is directly related to the resources and friendship of Indigenous peoples.

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip
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Eduardo Lafforgue
Special to The Local

Challenging times for tourism

“The day we will always 
remember from here on, is 
the day the world stopped 
travelling.”

I read this recently on a 
specialized media site. These 
are challenging times for the 
global tourism industry and 
we are not the exception. 
Since I started as president of 
Tourism NOTL, I have been 
talking of how essential the 
tourism value chain is for 
our town. 

Now that the world has 
stopped travelling, and we 
can “enjoy” the deafening si-
lence of no tourism, we will 
realize how crucial tourism is 
to our economy and quality 
of life. 

We should be soon pre-
paring for the recovery, be-
cause nothing lasts forever, 
and together we will come out 
of this stronger. 

There is a lot more  
to come from your Cham-
ber of Commerce and 
Tourism NOTL team. The 
value of our industry will 
be even more apparent in 

the recovery phase. 
I have also read “travel 

is the most progressive ex-
pression of human curiosity.” 
I have no doubt that Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake’s tourism 
industry will recover and we 
will bounce back once again, 
as one of the best destinations 
in Ontario and Canada. 

As a membership-based 
organization, we are not im-
mune to the hurt everyone in 
tourism is going through. 

Our hearts and thoughts 
go out to the people who 
have been affected by the 
coronavirus, and we appre-
ciate and thank the health-
care workers and commu-
nities that are on the front 
line, working to contain the 
COVID-19 virus. 

We acknowledge our 
members’ challenges for 
their businesses and employ-
ees. We also acknowledge 
our visitors’ stress that comes 
with the uncertainty of can-
celling or rebooking existing 
travel plans. 

It’s a difficult and stressful 
time for all of us. 

At the chamber, we have 
implemented measures to 
ensure our operations and 
staff remain available to pro-
vide service to visitors and 
members, while respecting 
the hygiene and social dis-
tancing practices requested 

by the circumstances. 
Technology helps, and 

allows our team to work re-
motely, as the situation dic-
tates. During this time, to get 
in touch with the chamber, or 
Tourism NOTL, please email 
tourism@niagaraonthelake.
com or call 1-905-468-1923. 

While we all work togeth-
er to contain this virus, the 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Tourism NOTL will contin-
ue to support its members 
with information, direction, 
support and flexibility. We 
will continue to post any up-
dates on our newsletter and 
website as they become avail-
able. If you want to subscribe 
to the newsletter (free, with 
no obligation), please send 
an email to membership@ 
niagaraonthelake.com. 

Thanks to all of you who 
have answered the surveys of 
the Tourism Industry Asso-
ciation of Ontario. The pre-
cious frontline information 
is crucial to advocate in the 
right direction. Please stay 
tuned for further surveys in 
the coming weeks.

Let’s all make sure that we 
are ready for the comeback. 

Stay healthy. 

Eduardo R. Lafforgue 
and the team of the  
NOTL Chamber of Commerce 
and Tourism NOTL 
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Royal Oak Community School students, like Leila Ridesic, are 
working at home, as all students are being asked to during the 
coming weeks. (Photos supplied)

Wes Ridesic is being taught by Royal Oak teachers, virtually, 
face-to-face.

Local teacher offers tips for keeping kids on track

Newark could use food 
donations

My name is Julia Cain 
Murray. I am the Head of 
Royal Oak School, a teacher 
and a mom of three. 

Being any one of these 
on any given day makes me 
a very lucky person — these 
are three of the best jobs 
in the world. I’d be remiss 
however, to say these roles 
aren’t without challenge, 
and particularly now. Over 
the last few days, I have been 
thinking of you — parents 
and grandparents, foster 
parents, aunts, and uncles, 
as this is an unprecedented 
time to be a caregiver and a 
human.

We found out yesterday 
that schools will not resume 
on April 6 as we had previously 
hoped, and now our thoughts 
turn to the important ques-
tions: how can we best engage, 
nurture, challenge, and keep, 
our kids “on track.” Though 
I have lived in the world of 
education for 14 years, hav-
ing worked with universities, 
ministries and private, public, 
and community schools alike, 
I have been stumped at times 

Newark Neighbours has 
been able to serve our food 
clients this past week, and we 
have received several requests 
from our caring community 
on how they can help us.

At this time our stock is 
running low and can use your 
help with the following food 
donations: peanut butter, 
strawberry jam, small cans 
of fruit, canned stew, canned 
kidney beans, canned chili, 
canned chunky chicken soup, 
small boxes of salted soup 

these last few days about how 
best to meet my kids’ needs. 
Our mental health as a collec-
tive community, as families, 
parents and children, is the 
most important thing always, 
but at a time like this especial-
ly so, as anxieties are at an all-
time high and uncertainties 
abound.

I wanted to share where 
my mind has settled with 
regards to helping our kids 
learn at home, in case it can 
be of help to other families 
out there. 

Get out of pyjamas. If 
your child stays on track 
with school week routines, 
getting a good night’s sleep 
with a regular bedtime, wak-
ing up and getting dressed, 
having breakfast and really 
preparing for a full day, they 
will be more productive.

Hardest first. Children 
tend to be most energetic 
and attentive in the morn-
ing. Whatever subject area 
is most challenging for your 
child is best at the beginning 
of the day. 

Involve your kids in the 
planning. The night before, I 
sit down with my kids and a 
schedule with five blocks in 

crackers, cereal, flavoured in-
stant oatmeal packets, clean-
ing wipes, and toilet paper.

If you are healthy and able 
to drop off non-perishable 
food donations at 310 John 
Street, we will meet you at the 
back door on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, between 10 a.m. 
and 12 p.m. We will need to 
disinfect all cans/packages be-
fore we can stock our shelves. 
Please do not leave your food 
donations unattended.

 As well, a kind reminder 
to please hold all your col-
lectible/clothing donations 
at home – we are unable to 
process your treasures at this 
time, but will gladly accept 
them once we get back to nor-
mal operations. 

As for monetary dona-
tions, options are: kindly 

it, and ask them to pick one 
outdoor activity they want 
to do, one “life skill” activi-
ty they want to do (helping 
out around the house, bak-
ing, cooking, raking leaves, 
walking the dog), and then 
choose when they tackle 
language and science (math 
always comes first for us 
though). Children buy-in 
to having some control and 
choice over their day, and 
this sets a great expectation 
for participation as well as 
mutual respect. 

When at all possible, 
make learning a game. 
Games are one of my fa-
vourite teaching tools in 
the classroom, because they 
help children practice skills 
over and over to mastery, 
without them even realizing 
it. Putting a worksheet in 
front of a child and asking 
them to solve equation after 
equation will have you both 
pulling your hair out in no 
time, but a game of BINGO 
where you are finding five 
math answers in a row for 
B-I-N-G-O, and creating 
the equations - that’s fun. 

Take breaks often, and 
think about a screen-free 

mail us a cheque to: Newark 
Neighbours, 454 Mississau-
ga Street, Suite 150, P.O. Box 
1090, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
ON L0S 1J0; or aternatively, 
you can donate on-line via 
Newark Neighbours’ website 
@ www.newarkneighbours.
ca. We are using the services 
from Canada Helps, which is 
a secure website in which you 
will receive a tax receipt for 
100 per cent of the value of 
your donation. 

The Food Room hours 
have been adjusted slightly - 
we will be open Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9:30 a.m. to 
12 p.m.

Please call 905-468-3519 
and leave a message indicating 
what day you will be visiting. 

Thank you for your con-
tinued support.

day. As soon as you see 
things are going south (and 
they will), take a break. Grab 
a snack, head outside to go 
around the block, do some-
thing else for a short time, 
and then get back to it when 
you are both fresh. Con-
sider a day with the job of 
breathing fresh air, helping 
a neighbour, learning a new 
skill, or whatever feels right.

Happy children are the 
most important thing. When 
our kids are home, they are 
usually in relaxation mode, 
and having more time with 
you, their incredible care-
giver, is a treat. Staying on 
track is important, but not 
more important than a posi-
tive connection and looking 
forward to each day. 

Lastly, at Royal Oak, 
we have entered into the 
world of virtual learning, 
and are doing our best to 
help parents follow some 
of the tips above as we arm 
them with daily schedules, 
online learning resources, 
and games and tasks that 
promote learning and pro-
gression of our curriculum. 
If you find yourself in need 
of some vetted resources, 
sample schedules, those 
math games for mastery 
(and fun!), please head over 
to our Royal Oak website on 
the ‘programs’ page and feel 
free to use what we have put 
together for our own stu-
dents. Each day, we will add 
as we go, and as we learn this 
challenging new terrain too.

Being here for one an-
other is what will get us 
through this very difficult 
time for our community, 
and we are so grateful to be 
a part of it.

Julia Cain Murray
Special to The Local

Newark Neighbours
Special to The Local

GREEN TIP from the 
Crossroads Coyote Eco Club

During this spring break of great uncertainty and social isolation ... why 
not embark on local, quiet adventures? By day, celebrate nature walking 
along Niagara Shores. There’s a beautiful path through the woods  
and down to the beach. By night, try candlelight  (perhaps  
with music, bath, or family board games).  Both will prove  
calming during this stressful time.
Eliana McManus, Fiona Bell, and Ella Edgecombe,  
of Crossroads Coyote Eco Club
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Kaiser vows to continue 

working for Liberals

Conservative Tony Baldinelli, Niagara Falls riding MP, shakes the hand of Brian Barker, the NDP candidate who came in 

third in Monday’s federal election.  (Mike Balsom)

A short burst of elation 

quickly turned somber 

among friends and family 

of Liberal candidate An-

drea Kaiser, as the Niaga-

ra-on-the-Lake woman fell 

behind in votes Monday 

night and it became clear 

Conservative Tony Baldi-

nelli was going to Ottawa to 

represent the Niagara Falls 

riding.
The room grew quiet as 

Kaiser’s group of support-

ers and campaign workers 

huddled around a tiny bar 

and two small televisions at 

the Old Stone Inn, watch-

ing Justin Trudeau’s Liberal 

party win a minority gov-

ernment while the Niagara 

Falls riding remained Con-

servative.
But when news spread 

the Liberal candidate was 

about to arrive and support-

ers moved into the larger 

area that was intended for 

a victory celebration, Kaiser 

entered the room to loud 

applause, and with a huge 

smile headed to give her 

mother, sister and daughter 

hugs before heading to the 

podium to thank all those 

who had worked to turn the 

riding red.
Although she allowed 

a glimpse of her emotions 

to show when she told the 

crowd of about 60 sup-

porters, “I feel like I let you 

down,” the smile quickly re-

turned along with her com-

posure.
“I’m truly proud of the 

campaign we ran, and tru-

ly proud of the work we’ve 

done,” said Kaiser.

“I was committed to 

running a campaign that 

would bring some positiv-

ity, a positive spirit and a 

positive energy, and it was 

so amazing. I had a ton of 

fun,” she said, “and met 

some incredible people.”

“I’m so proud of the 

team we built and the new 

Liberal family that we have,” 

Penny Coles 
The Local

Baldinelli dream 
fulfilled with 
election win

It didn’t take long for 

Tony Baldinelli to choke up 

in his thank you speech to 

supporters Monday night. 

Surrounded by about 75 

family members, friends, 

Conservative Party mem-

bers and campaign support 

staff, the new Member of 

Parliament for the Niagara 

Falls riding became emo-

tional only 30 seconds in. 

For most of the night, 

Baldinelli had been holed 

up with his staff in a back 

room at his campaign head-

quarters on Montrose Road 

in Niagara Falls, eagerly 

consulting the polling re-

sults as they were coming 

in. He rarely emerged into 

the larger room, where 

his followers were keeping 

track of the national results 

through the night on two 

big-screen televisions. 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Liberal candidate Andrea Kaiser addresses supporters Monday night.  (Penny Coles)

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3
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This week I look at the last week of November 2019, and the start of December, as well as the week of the First Quarter Moon in Pisces on Wednesday, Dec. 4.Thursday, Nov. 28: Mercu-ry connecting with Neptune and the Moon in the same place as Jupiter, both just be-fore sunrise, indicate sweet dreams that for Sagittarians and Pisceans may be dreams that come true. A positive meeting of Venus and Uranus spells financial surprises for Scorpio. Paul Shaffer, band-leader for David Letterman, turns 70 today. On this day in 1979, New York Islanders’ goalie, Billie Smith became 

the first goalie to be credit-ed with scoring a goal in the NHL.
Friday, Nov. 29: The Moon is in the constellation Capri-corn. So is Saturn, and also Pluto. Today they all connect, bringing a serious need for self-confidence and a shot of solid willpower, especially to all Earth Signs – Taurus, Vir-go and Capricorn. Canadian funnyman Howie Mandel turns 64 today. Football great Joe Montana threw a record 22 consecutive successful pass completions for the San Francisco 49ers on this date in 1987.

Saturday, Nov. 30: If you stay up late on this last day of the month, be mindful of an idea in the hour just past midnight, an idea promising 

a hand with a better job or increased security. A play-ful mood ensues this after-noon and evening. It was on Nov. 30, 2004 that longtime Jeopardy champion Ken Jen-nings finally lost. He finished with the largest game show winnings of all time, with $2,520,700. And Mark Twain (his real name was Samuel Clemens) was born on this day in 1835, as Halley’s Com-et zoomed overhead. He died on April 10, 1910, as Halley’s Comet made its next pass by Earth.
Sunday, Dec. 1: The Moon continues through the Sign of Aquarius and makes a friend-ly connection to the Sun and Jupiter, both in Sagittarius. This brings a steady self-con-fidence to activities and a 

helping hand that may seem a challenge later in the day. On Dec. 1, 1913, the Ford Motor Company fired up its first moving assembly line. Years later, Lucille Ball would make classic comedy of the idea. And The Divine Miss M, Bet-te Midler, turns 74 today.Monday, Dec. 2: A kind of lazy start to the week. But Jupiter moves from its home sign of Sagittarius into the Constellation of Capricorn at 1:20 p.m. This brings steady good fortune to Capricorn, for a little over a year ahead, as Jupiter remains in Capricorn until Dec. 20, 2020. Jupiter is the ‘god’ planet, the bearer of good fortune and gifts. The age of atomic energy began on Dec. 2, 1942 as Enrico Fer-mi and a group of scientists 

were able to create the very first self-sustaining nuclear reaction. 
Tuesday, Dec 3: A super busy Tuesday sees the Moon move from Aquarius into Pi-sces in the early hours of the day. And Venus and Mars make a friendly connection in the morning, meaning male and female energies are balanced, so that mov-ing projects forward is easi-er. And even enjoyable. And sexy! The day ends on a warm feeling of accomplishment. Galileo built his first telescope on this day in 1609. Ozzy Os-bourne turns 71 today.Wednesday, Dec. 4: This is the day of the First Quarter Moon in Pisces for 2019. This means the Sun in the constel-lation Sagittarius is exactly 90 

degrees from the Moon in Pi-sces. And that makes for chal-lenges where an all-knowing and totally self-confident fiery self is challenged by a super-sensitive and all-feel-ing emotional need. It ain’t easy. Find a way to make both happy is good advice. Today, “The Dude,” Jeff Bridges turns 70. Marissa Tomei celebrates birthday 55.
 Next week I look at the days before the Full Moon in Gemini on Dec. 12. Also please visit my website, www.LookingUpWithBill.com.It’s an all new podcast featuring the astrology of Christmas and the real birthday of Jesus. As Joni said: We are stardust. We are golden. So shine on!

Bill AuchterlonieSpecial to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology

Betty Disero gives retiring Niagara College president Dan Patterson a certificate 

proclaiming Nov. 22, the day of the gala held in his honour, Dan Patterson Day in 

Niagara-on-the-Lake. (Photo supplied)

Celebrating Dan Patterson

Enbridge Gas and the NOTL Fire Department are working to improve home safety 

through Project Zero, and are placing 126 combination smoke and carbon monoxide 

alarms provided by Enbridge in local homes as an early warning to ensure a safe es-

cape from a house fire or exposure to carbon monoxide, considered “the silent killer.” 

When conducting routine smoke alarm campaigns, firefighters find only about 60 per 

cent of homes comply with the laws requiring them to have smoke and carbon monox-

ide alarms. Smoke alarms are required in every home, on all floor levels and outside 

of all sleeping areas. If a home contains a fuel-burning appliance or an attached ga-

rage, then carbon monoxide alarms are also required outside of all sleeping areas. In 

the photo are Brad Disher, fire prevention officer; Fire Chief Nick Ruller; Deputy Chief 

Jay Plato; Lord Mayor Betty Disero; and Henry Timmers from Enbridge Gas (Photo 

supplied)

Fire Department, Enbridge partner for safety
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Plants and animals create their own balance in nature
One of my favourite com-ponents of the spring hiking tour I run is explaining to people that nature has a pre-planned rulebook to follow every season.The head of each species pushes up through the new-ly thawed ground in a text-book, predictable order every year. We know that trout lilies and wild leek will be first to burst on through to the other side. These two species are so determined to get that first taste of photosynthesis, that I have even seen them stick up through remaining snow patches. 

After these two early bloomers, the wild ginger, Solomon’s seal, Jack-in-the-pulpit, and other herbaceous plants pop up in the same se-quence they did last year and the thousands of years before that. 
Why wouldn’t every plant have evolved to pop up early and get the first sun? Wouldn’t it make sense to take full ad-vantage of the first warm days, the first buzzing pollinators, 

and the leafless trees above?Plants and animals don’t evolve by choice. Evolution is a background, perpetually forward-moving force that has a way of putting everything in its right place. We would like to think all plant life favours the warm and sunny seasons, so why do some plants still live north of the Arctic circle? How did they end up there? Although millions more of their distant cousins live down in the trop-ics, near the equator, these har-dy northern plants are, again, in their right place. If every plant wanted to be first to the scene or live in pho-tosynthesis heaven, it would be so competitive and chaot-ic that none of them would succeed. There would be too much stress on the ecosystem’s resources. Imagine planning a party for four, and 40 show up? Imagine a nation or plan-et whose natural resources are being irresponsibly di-minished too fast because too many hands are in the pot at once?
Just picture a bunch of en-ergized school kids trying to rush out the classroom door to their goal: recess or gym class. Some kids try to “butt” aggressively to the front of the line, and bodies get squished and bumped around while 

funnelling through the door. A little messy and uncoordi-nated. Instead, if the kids got into line and were told they would all eventually be getting to the same place, it would be a smooth and more graceful transition.
The kids all got where they wanted to be nicely, and just about every plant species has made its successful run by the time midsummer arrives.Plants all over the world also have a funny triangle relationship with humans. Sometimes you can find a plant that can harm you, and another species within arm’s reach that could cure the same harm. An example is poison ivy that can often be found growing right beside spotted Touch-me-not, which has as-pects of the plant that when crushed can ease the itch of the ivy rash. Similar to our social circumstances growing older as humans, we are constantly in scenarios where we are in the same room or same town as connections that can serve us, or they don’t, so it certain-ly helps to have knowledge of your surroundings.Look at the diet and the mouths of some of the crea-tures on this planet. On a small scale, consider the snapping turtle and its formidable razor jaws and a big mouth. What is 

stopping a large pond animal from devouring every fleshy frog, tasty fish, and little duck-ling? Of course an animal gets full and can’t eat all of the time, but for a creature that has such gluttonous capabilities and generally doesn’t get bullied, it knows its place in the eco-system and ensures that the balance is kept in check for its pond empire. Otherwise, the empire won’t be able to suc-cessfully function. Aptly nicknamed ‘glutton,’ is perhaps Canada’s ultimate northern predator, the wolver-ine. It infamously lives in a car-nivore’s dreamland. It is a pow-erful predator with very little fear for animals larger than itself. It will not only hunt, but will gladly take any free bodily food scraps left wasting away in the harsh environment. Like the pine trees, beetles and polar bears, even the wolver-ine doesn’t take more than it needs from its balanced world.The forest also responds to environmental cues, and then prepares and respects itself accordingly. How, you might ask? A forest ecosystem wants to keep itself healthy, so neighbouring habitats can also stay healthy. The benefit is that adjacent natural realms blend into each other, as there are no perfect boundaries in eco-systems. The support network 

Owen BjorganSpecial to The Local

Rock, paper, scissors...tree? Nature has fine but unusual bal-

ances, much like our societies. This tree and rock can be seen 

along the Bruce Trail near St. Davids. (Owen Bjorgan)

simply grows.To accomplish this health, like our daily musings, forests practise hygiene and clean up after themselves. We do this in our own homes with laun-dry, we brush our teeth and try to not leave rotting food around. Do you find yourself feeling more productive in a cleaner workspace? Fungus slowly but very surely breaks down the logs and leaves of the forest floor, so it doesn’t sit there looking like a boneyard of wood. Good news is that, while it cleans up, it takes the 

nutrients of the debris and re-distributes it to neighbouring trees, and even ecosystems beyond. 
I suppose the takeaway is that our society is like an eco-system with its economies, personalities, structures and events. It only makes sense to take care of our individu-al selves at the base level, be somewhat orderly during the chaos, and together we can pull through to operate our best society. Not so ironically, it all comes back to our rela-tionship with nature. 

This week on Auchterlo-nie on Astrology I’ll look at the Winter Solstice on Saturday, Dec. 21, Christmas on Wednes-day and also a Solar Eclipse on Boxing Day. 
On my podcast I’ve got some more news on the Saturnalia, the Astrology of Christmas and the real birthday of Christ.Now, the week ahead.Thursday, Dec.19: The Moon moves from discriminat-ing Virgo into peace-loving Li-bra early in the morning. But the big news is courtesy of Mars in Scorpio making a friendly con-nection to Saturn in Capricorn, bringing a serious and sexy en-ergy to bear, especially for Scor-

pio. Then, late Thursday night, Mercury in all-knowing Sagit-tarius is challenged by a keen-ly intuitive Neptune in Pisces, leaving many scratching our heads, wondering what to be-lieve. On this day in 1997, James Cameron, once of Niagara Falls, released his epic film, Titanic, which held the box office record for 12 years, until beaten by Av-atar (also by James Cameron) in 2009.
Friday, Dec. 20: The last full day of fall for 2019 sees Mercury move from ‘I’m in charge’ Cap-ricorn, into forward-looking Aquarius. Despite the “aqua” in its name, Aquarius is actually the last air sign of the zodiac. Aquar-ius  is represented by the water bearer, the mystical healer who bestows water, or life, upon the 

land. Accordingly,  many see Aquarius  as the most humani-tarian sign of the zodiac. We are entering the Age of Aquarius, which I explain (a bit) on my podcast. Today begins a month of forward-looking thoughts and conversations that look to make life better for all. Saturday, Dec. 21: It’s the day of the Winter Solstice as the Sun makes its furthest journey south and begins to move northward again. It’s the first day of winter and the shortest day of sunlight in the Northern Hemisphere as the days become longer. In an-cient times, this was the day of the Saturnalia, an ancient Ro-man festival in honour of the god Saturn, held on Dec. 17 of the Julian calendar. That’s Dec. 21 in the Gregorian calendar we 

Bill AuchterlonieSpecial to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrologyuse today. I explain more about this in my podcast. This first day of winter begins at 11:11 p.m. Eastern time. The day is busy from an astrological perspective, with the Moon in Scorpio mak-ing connections all day long. Emotions are deep and friendly, and a surprise is in the offing for some. 
Sunday, Dec. 22: A restless night of sleep may be due to worry about a relationship, or worries over money. Mars in Scorpio hooks up with Pluto in Capricorn, bringing willpower to physical efforts, making cre-ative efforts better and providing subtle hand/eye coordination.Monday, Dec. 23: The Moon spends the first half of the day in secretive Scorpio and then moves on to the constellation 

Sagittarius for the second part of it. The best of it is a sweet con-nection to Venus in Aquarius early in the evening. It’s time for a party! Even if it’s a party for two! On this day in 1972, the fa-mous football play, the Immacu-late Reception, takes place when Pittsburg Steelers’ Franco Harris scores a touchdown on a pass thrown by Terry Bradshaw.Tuesday, Dec. 24: Christmas Eve! Is about as lazy a Christmas Eve as you might ask for. The stockings are hung and all seems to be ready in preparation for a fairly laid back day of celebration of the birth of Jesus, which was really on March 23, 7 BC. Com-poser Franz Gruber wrote Silent Night on this day in 1818.Wednesday, Dec. 25: Mer-ry Christmas! And merry it 

promises to be, with the Moon in the upbeat constellation of Sagittarius until late in the af-ternoon, when she moves on to ‘in charge’ Capricorn. Clever thinking and a surprise or two (or three) make this a Christmas to be remembered and enjoyed. It was on Dec. 25, in the year 5 BC, that the day was adopted as the traditional birthday of Jesus. And on Dec. 5, 1223, St. Francis of Assisi built the world’s first crèche featuring Mary, Joseph, Jesus, the Three Wise Men, and the shepherds and animals in a manger setting.Next week is Boxing Day, New Year’s Day and an Annular Solar Eclipse which is courtesy of the New Moon in Capricorn, also on Boxing Day. So please return!

NOTL LOCAL Editorial Banner Bookings

Front Page 
Banners are 

SOLD OUT
for 2020!

There are just a few dates left for this premium
position for 2020! Contact us today!

Don’t miss out!
NOTL businesses: call Karen at 905.641.5335

or email karen@notllocal.com
outside NOTL: call Julia at 905.934.1040 

or email julia@notllocal.com
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Cut flower industry devasted by virus
Niagara-on-the-Lake is 

rich with family businesses 
growing flowers under glass.

But what was a thriving 
local industry a short time ago 
is threatened by COVID-19, 
as flowers come into bloom, 
ready to be cut and sold, but 
nobody to buy them.

Orders of cut flowers have 
largely been cancelled, says 
Tim Moes of Virgil Green-
houses, as they approach what 

should be their peak season.
Pim Boekestyn and his 

brother Tom started growing 
freesias all year round almost 
three decades ago, and Virgil 
Greenhouses has become the 
largest producer of cut freesias 
in North America.

Tom has since retired, and 
Pim has brought his son Peter 
and his son-in-law Tim Moes 
onboard.

Their cooler is now full of 
thousands of cut freesias and 
ranunculus, ready to go to 
market. They cut about 7,000 a 

week, ready if orders do come 
in, but they have no hope of 
selling the numbers they are 
growing. 

With four acres under glass, 
at least one greenhouse is full of 
flowers that will not be harvest-
ed — there is no point cutting 
what you can’t sell, says Moes.

Last week, The Watering 
Can in St. Catharines came 
through in a huge way for 
them, lowering prices, as did 
the greenhouse, to sell 2,500 
freesias in 24 hours. But with 
the shut-down of essential ser-

vices, Moes says, as of Tuesday 
there was some confusion over 
whether florists were allowed 
to stay open — live produce 
can be grown and sold, but 
they were waiting for clarifi-
cation about whether flowers 
were included. Some florists 
have shut down already, others 
are gearing up to take orders 
online and deliver them to 
porches.

Moes says they’ve been 
dropping boxes of cut flowers 
at lower income housing and 
long-term care homes, just 

leaving them outside, and oth-
er greenhouses are doing the 
same.

They are also selling flow-
ers from a roadside stand set 
up outside their Hunter Road 
greenhouses, and after post-
ing a photo on Instagram last 
week, Moes says he’s been 
“blown away” by the response. 
“We didn’t expect we’d get this 
kind of support.”

They’ve organized it as a 
drive-through flower shop, 
with no need for drivers to get 
out of their car, and they are in 

the process of setting up pay-
ment online so there will be no 
money exchanged. They will 
continue to sell from the stand 
unless they learn they are not 
permitted to do so.

They were expecting sea-
sonal workers to arrive last 
week, but that didn’t happen, 
and at this point, it’s just as 
well, Moes says. They don’t 
have work for them to do, and 
without a crystal ball, no way to 
know what will happen in the 
coming weeks. “At this point, 
it’s not looking good.”

Penny Coles
The Local

We will be offering curbside pickup 
between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m., and 

FREE Home Delivery from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Orders can be called or texted to 

905-329-2077 or emailed to 
creekroadpaints@cogeco.net.

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
We ask you to try our CURBSIDE 
SERVICE or FREE Home Delivery

Home Delivery, parking lot pick up, 
online shopping ... we are here for you

The Niagara-on-the-Lake

Naomi Vanderkuit and Clare Wiens, Pim Boekestyn’s granddaughters, were helping to fill buck-
ets of cut flowers at Virgil Greenhouses on Hunter Road. The roadside stand has been busy with 
an outpouring of support from the community, as the cancellations for orders has left thousands 
of stems to sell. The stand has been set up as a drive-through, to keep everyone safe, and will 
continue unless the owners find they are not permitted, under the essential-service only man-
date, to sell their crop. (Jane Andres)

Jim van der Zalm, who runs European Planters with his sons Trevor and Jimmy, has lost all 
his Easter hydrangea orders due to the COVID-19 virus. Dr. Jim Turpel of Upper Canada 
Animal hospital has purchased 1000 hydrangea plants from the nursery, to be delivered to 
nursing homes in NOTL and clients — an example of a generous local business helping 
out during this difficult time. (Photo supplied)

Sunshine through the clouds
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Donna Scott a woman of great presence

Donna Scott loved Willowbank, where this photo was taken with Lord Mayor Betty Disero, the town and its history, parties and her friends. (Photo supplied)

Niagara-on-the-Lake has 
lost one of its most beloved 
and respected residents, 
mourned by a large circle of 
friends and admirers.

Donna Scott, recognized 
with the Order of Canada for 
her entrepreneurial spirit and 
business acumen, died March 
13, following a stroke.

Scott, along with her hus-
band Hugh Farrell, the love 
of her life for more than 40 
years, had another love – the 
town they called home for the 
last three decades.

At that stage of her life, 
retired from a long and dis-
tinguished career, notably 
as founder and publisher of 
Flare, Canada’s first fashion 
magazine, she turned her at-
tention to what she could do 
for her community.

Scott had great friends 
here, including Bluma Ap-
pel. Both from Toronto, 
both philanthropists, Ap-
pel had moved to Niagara- 
on-the-Lake and convinced 
her friend she should join her.

Scott soon became a force 
in the community in the best 
way possible, using her many 
business and people skills 
to further important causes, 
including as co-chair of the 
NOTL team that raised $2.8 
million for the new St. Cath-
arines hospital site. That won 
her the 2014 Chamber of 
Commerce Spirit of Niagara 
Award for Community Lead-
ership, but she was the recip-
ient of many awards, both in 
her career and for her com-
munity involvement.

In retirement from busi-
ness, she served for a time as 
chair of the Canada Council 
for the Arts, and was a board 
member of several organiza-
tions related to arts and edu-
cation.

However, although she 
was much admired because 
of her many significant ca-
reer and public accomplish-
ments, Scott’s ultimate gift, 
the one that will likely most 
be remembered, was her ex-
traordinary, unforgettable 
presence.

Whether you were part of 
her closest circle of friends, or 
had a brief conversation with 
her, there was no denying 
her charisma, her formidable 
sense of who she was, and her 
indomitable spirit.

Debi Pratt, one of her 
closest friends, quotes Scott’s 
obituary the was published in 
several newspapers, in Niaga-
ra and Toronto, and is echoed 
by all who knew her: When 
Donna walked into a room 
everyone knew she was there. 
She had such a presence 
about her.”

Once Scott became part 
of the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
community, recalls Pratt, “she 
said, “what can I do for this 
town I’m so privileged to live 
in?”

And then she dug in and 
set to work. The arts were 

always important to her, as 
was history. Deciding that 
some of the important local 
organizations could benefit 
from be promoted together, 
she founded the Historical 
Site Alliance, to support the 
Niagara Historical Museum, 
McFarland House, Willow-
bank, RiverBrink Art Muse-
um, the Niagara Pumphouse 
Arts Centre, and the Laura 
Secord Homestead. That was 
a concept that was mentioned 
several times during a recent 
envisioning session for the 
museum, but Scott, with her 
vision and business sense, 
actually took a step in that 
direction. She had a brochure 
produced with the intention 
of helping each organization. 
“That was her way of lead-
ing people to the history of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, which 
was so important to her,” says 
Pratt. “She didn’t understand 
why they weren’t working to-
gether. She asked me about 
the work I did to tie the win-
eries together, to market and 
promote them together, and 
it made sense to her to do the 
same for these organizations.”

She also spearheaded 
the purchase and refurbish-
ment of the bells of St. Mark’s 
Church.

In recent years, she also 
wanted to help the Friends 
of Laura Secord, by speaking 
at public appearances about 
the Canadian hero, but that 
wasn’t to be, says Pratt, al-
though she was telling people 
at recent small gatherings of 
friends that they have to sup-
port Laura Secord and spread 
the message about her impor-
tance.

She often seemed ahead of 
her time, was the “first wom-
an” in many of her accom-
plishments, she loved tackling 
challenges, and, says Pratt, “to 
her, it didn’t matter if you are 

a man or woman, or who you 
were. She just wanted to know 
you were capable.”

She also loved her par-
ties, and Pratt found herself 
organizing Scott’s last large 
gatherings, including one she 
wanted on her beautiful deck. 
She was living with Alzhei-
mer’s — had been for some 
time — and would often re-
peat herself. She was still as 
strong-minded as ever, accus-
tomed to being in control.

Pratt tells a story about 
Scott wanting a large dining 
room table pulled up to the 
glass sliding doors, to act as 
a bar. People would gather 
outside, but be handed their 
drinks from the inside bar. 

Pratt said many times in 
the lead-up to the party, the 

table had to be moved to the 
doors, so Scott could visual-
ize drinks being served from 
there to the deck, and then it 
had to be moved back into 
place.

“We joked about it be-
ing the first party ever with a 
drive-through bar,” says Pratt.

And with her friends 
making “suggestions” about 
how things could be done, 
such as the food being served, 
and a guest list of about 50

 people, Scott was able to have 
a large group of her friends 
around her. And with gentle 
prodding from Pratt, used the 
occasion to give one last toast 
to her beloved “Hughie,” who 
died in March, 2017.

“She got a little teary, as she 
always did when she spoke of 

Hughie, but when she got up 
to speak, it was about Hughie 
but also about her. It ws Don-
na the hostess we knew from 
before. It felt like a bit of a 
farewell of the Donna we had 
known.

The party fell on a nice 
summer day, Ellie Forbes 
from Simpson’s Pharmacy 
was the bartender, Robin 
Howe, with help from Louise 
Howe, the caterer, “all people 
who were part of her com-
fort zone,” and it was a great 
occasion, with lots of photos 
put into an album for Scott to 
pick up and reminisce.

That was last summer, 
and by the fall, says Pratt, “we 
could see changes.” Friends 
began visiting her at home 
rather than taking her out, 
afraid of her falling.

“She still needed her com-
munity, and friends rallied 
around. I started taking her 
egg salad sandwiches, which 
she loved, and I learned two 
things. One, take something 
to eat, and two, she loved to 
look at pictures and reminisce 
about the people and events 
of her past. You just had to 
pick up an album — there 

was always one near her chair 
—and she’d be happy. Visitors 
started bringing pictures for 
the album.

Pratt organized two more 
gatherings of Scott’s friends 
— she had planned to con-
tinue them for as long as she 
could, because Scott took so 
much pleasure in having peo-
ple around her, and that feel-
ing was reciprocated.

“Donna cared about her 
friends, and they knew that. 
You can’t forget when some-
one cares about you, and that 
is going to be reciprocated 
Her friends knew she cared 
about them, and it was our 
time to say Donna needed us. 
It was a reciprocal caring.”

Pratt says she and Scott 
“talked and laughed for the 
last three years of her life. We 
talked about fashion, funny 
things, silly things, and we 
would laugh. When she got a 
little down, we could always 
find a topic that would bring 
her up.”

It was a “sad day” when her 
friends and her community 
lost her, says Pratt, “but Donna 
lived a great life. She brought 
out the best in people.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Sunday, March 29th

www.ccchurch.ca

Please be advised that 
with the current state of 

COVID-19, your safety is of 
utmost importance to us. We 
will now be live streaming 
our service at 10:00 am on 
Sundays.There will be no 
in-person church service. karen@notllocal.com
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Stewart Friesen practises racing on a simulator in his basement, with his young son helping. (Photo supplied)

Local driver racing on NASCAR virtual track
It was a busy day of racing 

for Niagara-on-the-Lake native 
Stewart Friesen this past Sun-
day. He began by competing 
against the likes of Kyle and 
Kurt Busch, Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
and Bubba Wallace in the Dixie 
Vodka 150 at Homestead-Mi-
ami Speedway. He ended it 
with another race, on dirt, at 
Williams Grove Speedway in 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.

From Miami, to Pennsyl-
vania, with two races, all in 
one day, made possible by the 
world of iRacing.  

When NASCAR and the 
entire stock car world shut 
down its races on Friday, March 
13, Friesen was at Atlanta Mo-
tor Speedway with his team, 
preparing for his next race in 
the NASCAR Gander Outdoor 
Truck Series that weekend.

There were no fans in at-
tendance, as NASCAR had 
previously made the decision 
to run races that weekend 
without spectators. With the 
COVID-19 crisis changing 
rapidly, however, the drivers 
were informed that day the 
race would not be run. 

Friesen says “between the 
top three series, there were 
probably a couple of thousand 
people there, with competitors, 
crew members and stuff like 
that. It was in everybody’s best 

interest, with everything that 
was going on.”

Friesen and his team head-
ed back to his home near Al-
bany, New York, to use some 
of the down time to get back 
to the shop. “There’s work to 
be done,” says Friesen, “in the 
shop, on the truck team. It kind 
of buys us some time to get 
some stuff done. We kind of 

rushed over two months in the 
winter, and we have a couple of 
trucks to build still.”

But the 36-year-old, who 
grew up with racing with the 
family business, couldn’t stay 
away from the track for long. 

He was elated to learn the 
following week’s NASCAR 
event would run on the virtu-
al track at Homestead-Miami 

Speedway. And for an added 
bonus, he was able to compete 
from the comfort of his own 
home. 

In the offseason, most NA-
SCAR and stock car drivers 
spend time on simulators get-
ting ready for competition. Re-
strictions on how much time 
they can spend in their actual 
cars, on tracks, are part of the 
reason for this. 

With Friesen’s Halmar 
team moving from Chevrolet 
to Toyota this year, that simu-
lator time on the Toyota rig was 
crucial for him to learn how to 
handle his new truck.

Back in Albany, he has had 
his own racing simulator in his 
basement for about five years.

 “I never really got on it 
much before this weekend,” he 
says. “If I got on there, it was 
more of a game, you know, and 
my wife would be yelling at me 
to get off it, but today was a bit 
more serious so she gave me a 
couple of hours.”

He began preparing for Sat-

urday’s first “serious” race on 
Friday night, running practice 
races with Kurt Busch and Dale 
Earnhardt Jr., as well as some of 
the world’s top iRacers. 

“All those guys are good at 
iRacing for a reason, they’re on 
there doing it, getting different 
races, and knowing different 
parts of the simulation.”

The morning race, billed 
as the opening event in the 
eNASCAR Pro Invitational 
iRacing Series, didn’t go so well 
for Friesen. Driving a virtu-
al Toyota Camry sporting his 
customary number 52, he had 
to earn his way in via the 20-lap 
last chance race for Xfinity and 
Truck Series drivers. He got 
tangled up with Myatt Snider, 
crashed, and did not qualify.

The race was won by NA-
SCAR Sprint Cup Series driv-
er Denny Hamlin, who edged 
Earnhardt Jr. for the title. There 
was no purse for the winner, 
but Hamlin donated $6,400 to 
assist Miami-area residents af-
fected by the COVID-19 virus. 
Another $20,000 was donated 
to the NASCAR Foundation by 
sponsor Dixie Vodka, iRacing 
and Fox Sports, who carried 
the race live on its FS-1 plat-
form in the U.S.

“It’s pretty cool, with live 
sports shut down, what NA-
SCAR did today, as far as get-
ting this on Fox, and having a 
really great race. It was exciting. 
It’s not the real thing, you know, 
but it’s live sports,” says Friesen.

The afternoon virtual dirt 
race at Williams Grove was 

billed as the Short Track Super 
Series Quarantine 500. Friesen 
fared a little better in that one, 
but there were glitches with 
the platform on which it ran, 
making it difficult for some of 
the drivers, Friesen included, 
to communicate and compete. 
He didn’t finish his heat in that 
one, either.

“It was a good start with the 
Facebook Live platform, but it’s 
going to take a bit more to get 
it right the way NASCAR did, 
with the broadcast. It was kind 
of tough for me to follow along 
to that, but I will learn from it.”

Friesen admits to be more 
competitive in the iRacing 
world, he has some work to do. 

“The iRacing platform 
has been around for about 20 
years. More and more people 
are getting into it, buying the 
hardware that goes into it,” 
says Friesen. “It’s a real racing 
seat. There’s some that simulate 
movement. You use about 50 
per cent of the same motion as 
you do driving the racing car.”

Of course, Friesen hopes 
the current layoff won’t last 
much longer, but as things go 
on, he realizes iRacing may be 
in the cards for much of this 
year’s racing season. 

“It shows how fragile ev-
erything really is, and this is (a 
good) lesson for everybody to 
appreciate what we have and 
what we can do,” says Friesen. 
“It’s scary. Hopefully we’ll be 
out of this deal sooner rather 
than later, but we’re kind of led 
to believe it’s going to be later.”

Mike Balsom 
Special to The Local

Robert Bradley
T: 905.380.0298

Tony McCafferty
T: 905.353.6815

Painting in Niagara-on-the-Lake for more than 40 years.

E: paintersnotl@gmail.com

To advertise your 
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OBITUARY

DONNA MAE SCOTT OC 
SEPTEMBER 23, 1928 – MARCH 14, 2020
Born in Toronto to Rex and Olive Scott, Donna died following a 
stroke suffered on Friday, March 13.  She had been drifting into 
the Alzheimer’s world and died suddenly, without pain, without 
awareness. A good death.  
Predeceased by her darling husband Hugh Farrell, the love of 
her life (March 15, 2017), her parents (her mother was a church 

organist and choir leader in Saskatoon; her father a pharmacist turned Rexall executive), 
and son Shane Farrell, she is survived by sons Roderick, Steven and Greg Farrell, 
grandchildren, cousins and friends from coast to coast.  
Raised in Saskatoon and educated at Queen’s University, her career began in Toronto 
at the T. Eaton Company. Then she became a rising star in the publishing world at 
Maclean Hunter, moving swiftly through the ranks to positions such as Personnel 
Director; Manager of the Health Centre; General Manager, Financial Post Conference 
Division. In 1979, she became Founder and Publisher of Flare, Canada’s first national 
monthly fashion magazine (her brainchild and one of her proudest accomplishments). 
Later she was the first woman promoted to the senior echelons and became a Vice 
President and a member of the Maclean Hunter Management Committee, responsible 
for the corporation’s worldwide operations. After 30 years with that company, in 1994, 
she was appointed by The Right Honourable Jean Chretien as Chair, The Canada 
Council for the Arts. Following a four-year term, she was invited to be Executive Director, 
Arts Council of Ontario. 
A true pioneer in the business world, she was just about the first woman in everything she 
turned to. She was what her Order of Canada citation called “a successful entrepreneur 
and an astute businesswoman.” She served both her country and her communities 
through leadership on various governance boards including Queen’s and Brock 
universities, Salvation Army, Personnel Association of Canada, Magazines Canada, 
International Canadian Women in Communications, a variety of fashion industry and 
arts boards.
In retirement after 40 years in Toronto, Donna and Hugh sold their Rosedale home 
and moved to Niagara-on-the-Lake to a happy and fulfilling lifestyle. She continued her 
community leadership by co-chairing the local fundraising committee for the new St. 
Catharines hospital, founding the Historic Sites Alliance, serving as vice president of 
the Niagara Historical Society and as a Willowbank board member, and spearheading 
the campaign to raise money to refurbish the bells of St. Mark’s Church (and purchase 
six more).
In addition to her significant accomplishments, Donna mentored many women and 
men, inspired others, and was a champion of her friends’ talents and accomplishments. 
She also believed that Canada needed more heroes and even recently wished she 
could give speeches across Canada championing the heroism of Laura Secord.
Donna had Flare!  … plus a commanding personality and the gift of a presence.  When 
she entered the room, one would know that she had arrived. Never hesitant to point 
out one’s grammatical faux pas or violation of etiquette rules, she also made sure her 
family and friends knew that following the proper dress code for every occasion was 
mandatory.   
The family wishes to express its deep gratitude to Dr. Karen Berti, Cherry and 
Hernan Aperocho, Nadja Lepere, Debi Pratt and Hamish Rider for their extraordinary 
compassion and care for Donna during her illness, and Florence Campbell for her 
loyalty and endless efforts on Donna’s behalf in the last challenging years.
For those wishing to honour Donna’s memory, donations to the Salvation Army, St. 
Mark’s Anglican Church or the Friends of Laura Secord would be appreciated. A funeral 
service will be held after public health officials declare that the pandemic is over. 
Arrangements entrusted to MORGAN FUNERAL HOME, 415 Regent St. Niagara-on-
the-Lake.
Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at www.
morganfuneral.com

OBITUARY

COLE, DAVID JAMES—With heavy hearts we announce the passing of 
David on Friday, March 20, 2020 in his 72nd year after a long battle with 
leukemia. Cherished husband of Andrea (nee Piper) for 37 years. Loving 
father of Robert (Jen), Teresa and Adam (Scott). Survived by the light of 
his life and motivation to fight, his granddaughter, Cherrie. Predeceased 
by his parents Ernest Matthew and Teresa Mary Cole. Cared for like a 
son and brother by his extended family and friends; his late aunt & uncle, 
Margaret Kathleen and her husband John Herman, and their children; 
Karen (late Bill), Diane (Frank), Thomas (Linda), James (Brenda), Teresa 

(Graham) and the late John (Ina) De Line, cousin the late Gordon Robert and his late wife 
Blanche Emeline Jane Cole and family; and friends and guardians the late Shirley O’Connor 
and her family.  Great friends for many years with neighbours Joe and Connie Venneri. Like 
a second father of family friend Ashleigh Kandas. David was a retired supervisor from the St. 
David’s Canning Factory after over 40 years of dedicated service.  David enjoyed working on 
his family tree and was able to connect with many family members from across the continent. 
He will be forever remembered for the joy he brought to so many every day.
David’s family will be forever grateful for the loving support of his “Sunshine Team” of hospital 
visitors, and the compassionate care of the doctors and nurses of the NHS - Walker Family 
Cancer Centre - St. Catharines Oncology Unit and home care nurses.
In honouring David’s wishes cremation has taken place.  A Celebration of Life will be held at 
a later date.  Memorial donations to the NHS-Walker Family Cancer Centre or Niagara Falls 
Humane Society would be appreciated. Arrangements entrusted to Considerate Cremation & 
Burial Services, 52 Scott Street West, St. Catharines (between Ontario 
Street & South Service Road), 289-362-1144. Online condolences may 
be made at CCBSCares.ca

HANCOCK, PAUL FREDERICK—Passed away in the early morning 
on Wednesday March 18th, 2020 in his 72nd year after a 22-month 
long fight with cancer. Loving husband of 48 years to Valerie (nee 
Maniscole), and devoted father to Ainslie.  He will be dearly missed 
by his extended family, his friends – all of which were considered 
family, and those who worked with him on the numerous boards & 
committees he participated in. 
Paul had the largest heart, a story for every situation, and always made 
sure your glass was full. His passion for wine, food, and travel was 

always apparent, all of which you got to experience when you joined him and family at his 
beloved home in Florida.
Since moving to Niagara-on-the-Lake, Paul was an active part of his community donating 
his time and passion towards the Voices of Freedom Park, The Shaw Guild, and the 
RiverBrink Art Museum.  
An active member at both St. George’s and Cherry Hill golf clubs, Paul could always be 
found out on the course, or at the 19th hole sharing stories with those who would listen.  
For those that played with him, his swing was unforgettable, typically followed by the 
proclamation “That’ll play”.
Thank you to the staff at the St. Catharines hospital and the Walker Family Cancer Centre 
for their care and concern during Paul’s final days. 
A celebration of Paul will be held at a later date once the sun is shining 
and we can all gather together to remember him and his extraordinary life 
in a way that he would want it to be celebrated.

MARTENS, MIRIAM (NEE PENNER), MAY 2, 1935 – MARCH 19, 2020—It is with great 
sorrow that we announce the passing of Miriam into the presence of her Lord & Savior at 
the age of 84 in Abbotsford, BC. Born in Laird, Saskatchewan to Peter & Frieda Penner, 
raised in Virgil, ON then residing in Abbotsford, BC. Miriam leaves behind her children 
Arlene & Dennis Martin, Dan & Trudy Willms, Bill & Hilda Berg, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren, along with numerous relatives and friends. Also, her brother Harry & 
Marlene Penner. Miriam was predeceased by her husband of 36 years Abe Martens, 
both her parents, and her brother Eldon. A memorial service will be held in Abbotsford, 
BC at a later date. A special thank you to Ron Willms for his caring support, as well as the 
care given by staff at Tabor Home in Abbotsford, BC.

NEWMAN, MARGARET ALICE—Margaret passed away 
peacefully on Friday, March 20, 2020 at the St Catharines 
General Hospital as a result of ovarian cancer. She was aged 77 
and was predeceased by her parents, Milton Roberts and Marion 
Deans Roberts of Guelph, Ontario. Margaret is survived by her 
husband of 47 years, William Douglas Newman of Niagara-on-
the-Lake, and their two sons, Donald Roberts Newman (Andrea) 
of Oakville, Ontario and Andrew Douglas Newman (Dominika) 
of Melbourne, Australia. She is also survived by her sister-in-law 

Nancy Newman (Ralph Eriksen) of Aurora, Ontario. Margaret also has four beloved 
granddaughters; Stella and Grace Newman-King of Melbourne, Australia and Emily 
and Taylor Newman of Oakville, Ontario.
Margaret will be remembered as a woman of great optimism, kindness, generosity, 
manners, resilience and love. She was a dedicated wife, mother and grandmother.  
She was a congregant of Grace United Church in Niagara-on-the-Lake and an 
active member of her community.
She enjoyed the Shaw Festival and travelled widely. She was a retired teacher 
librarian and shared her love of books and learning with her own boys, her students 
and her friends throughout the many book clubs that she enjoyed.
According to Margaret’s wishes, there will be no funeral 
service. Cremation has taken place and there will be a family 
memorial service at a future date. Memories and condolences 
may be shared at www.morganfuneral.com
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FREE Delivery 
across the 

Niagara Region
due to COVID-19

Brandie Sinclair is the 
owner/operator of ONE-
Source moving Solutions. 
She is a certified Reloca-
tion Transition Specialist 
(CERTS), member of the 
National Association of 
Senior Move Managers 
(NASMM) and a Certi-
fied Staging Professional 
(CSP).  Active member-
ships and accreditations 
with these organizations 
ensures that through reg-
ular training, Brandie and 
her team are continually 

able to assist older adults, 
their families and care-
givers through every step 
of the often difficult and 
stressful move process. All 
employees have had the 
Police Vulnerable Sector 
Check (PVSC) and appro-
priate insurance.

ONESource Moving 
Solutions began in 2008 
here in the Niagara Re-
gion and became a one 
stop source of informa-
tion, advice and assistance 
to help with aging adults 

transition from one home 
to another in a positive 
environment while main-
taining their control and 
dignity. 

Services can include 
packing/unpacking, set-
ting up of new home,  
online auctions, declut-
tering and downsizing, 
staging and aging in place. 
We offer a FREE one hour 
no obligation assessment. 
Call or email Brandie  
at 905-988-8271 brandie@
onesourcemoving.ca.

TESTIMONIALS
“Enjoyed friendly and prompt service throughout the process of packing, moving, unpacking and clean up of 
sold property. Particularly appreciated prompt responses to this Senior’s questions and requests.”      —Stan S

“It is maybe too good to be true, BUT IT IS TRUE. There is just no SUPERLATIVE left to describe the service that 
this lady Brandie Sinclair and her crew provide !!!!!”.      —Rolph C

“A great way to move, caring people helping every step of the way. Highly recommend you reach out to Brandie 
and her team.”       —Lily R

905-988-8271   |   brandie@onesourcemoving.ca
Call or email for your FREE one-hour visit

Taking the stress out of 
changing your address
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