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Jennifer 
Phipps lived 
and died 
knowing she 
was loved by 
friends
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Options being considered to continue interlibrary loans

Public opinion 
could impact tree 
bylaw revisions

Magnolia tree ‘spectacular’
Yvonne Pagonis isn’t sure how old the magnolia tree on 
her front lawn is, but it was there when she and her hus-
band bought their Queenston home 50 years ago. She 
has seen a photograph of it taken in the early 1930s, 
when it was just a shrub. Both her daughters were mar-
ried at home when it was in bloom, “and it was spec-
tacular. It’s a really beautiful tree, and we’ve enjoyed it 
all these years.” She’s been told it’s one of the oldest in 
town. (Fred Mercnik)

Niagara library boards 
and staff are not wasting any 
time in looking for solutions 
that could continue interli-
brary book delivery for their 
patrons.

There has already been one 
change made to Niagara-on- 
the-Lake’s tree bylaw, and 
at least one more amended 
version is expected as town 
staff work their way through 
a new process, learning along 
the way.

The bylaw was passed 
quickly in December, with-
in days of the new council 
being sworn in, and the first 
revision of it was approved 
in March. Another town staff 
report is expected in Septem-
ber, based on information 
gathered from residents and 
staff, and more changes are 
expected to follow.

Bylaw superviser Rolf 
Wiens and Warwick Perrin, 
in charge of the tree bylaw, 
spoke to about 50 people at 

The Doug Ford Conser-
vatives announced last week 
they are cutting funding to 
Northern and Southern On-
tario Library Services, two 
organizations which sup-
port public libraries across 
the province through inter-
library loans, book delivery 

an open house held Thursday 
at the town hall, and admitted 
they are still struggling with 
certain aspects of the bylaw.

Its goal is to preserve 
healthy trees within the town’s 
urban forest, on private prop-
erties in urban areas, and does 
not apply to rural areas or 
woodlots, explained Perrin.

Although it only applies to 
trees larger than a certain size 
in diameter, and not all trees 
are regulated, “we would like 
you to make an application 
for every tree you want to 
take down,” Perrin said. The 
request for an application is 
for “selfish reasons,” he added 
— if the Town gets calls from 
residents about a neighbour 
up in a tree  with a chain saw, 
a follow-up will be easier if 
an application is on file, even 

and staff training.
SOLS is having its fund-

ing reduced to $1.5 million, 
from the $3 million it re-
ceived last year.

The immediate response 
to the announcement was 
that interlibrary book loans 
were cancelled, but in Ni-

agara that message quickly 
changed to a temporary sus-
pension of book deliveries.

The loan system is still 
in place, and library board 
members and CEOs are on 
a search for alternatives to 
get books from one library 
to another, said NOTL Pub-

lic Library board vice-chair 
Daryl Novak.

Since the funding cut 
was announced as a step to 
reduce the provincial deficit, 
there have been discussions 
about potential solutions, 
he said, first at a local board 
meeting last Wednesday, 

and then this weekend at a 
pre-arranged meeting for the 
boards of the 12 municipal 
library systems in the Niag-
ara region.

The meeting was planned 
as an opportunity for new 
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Margaret Huber, a former diplomat, hasn’t used an interlibrary book loan for some time, 
but said she has found it valuable in the past. She said she’s dismayed for students, who 
often use the service for their studies. Community libraries are especially important for 
young people, she added. “I know the local library meant a lot to me as a young person. 
I can still remember the day I got my first library card.” (Penny Coles)

‘Priority is doing what’s best for customers’
trustees to meet each other, 
and the agenda had been set 
before there was any thought 
of funding cuts, said Novak, 
although he expected at least 
some talk of what was on ev-
erybody’s minds — how to 
continue delivery of interli-
brary loans.

“There was some dis-
cussion of funding cuts and 
SOLS, on the importance 
of advocacy and the need 

to make our voices heard,” 
said Novak. While planned 
presentations on other topics 
went ahead, “there was also 
a fair bit of discussion and 
concern about the regional 
review — whether we are 
even going to exist as mu-
nicipalities and as separate 
library systems.”

At last week’s NOTL li-
brary board meeting, Novak 
said, statistics of interlibrary 
loans were discussed. In 
“rough numbers,” he said, “of 

about 100,000 pieces of var-
ious material borrowed last 
year, the interlibrary loans 
were in the low hundreds, 
not all that significant in re-
lation to the total. What was 
significant was borrowing 
within the Niagara region, 
which was close to 8,000.”

However, those items 
borrowed through the re-
gional library cooperative 
were delivered by the SOLS 
courier, he said.

Libraries need to deter-

mine their priorities, and in-
terlibrary loans are more im-
portant to some than others, 
he added. “Some libraries 
are net borrowers, and some 
are net lenders. In NOTL we 
borrow more than we lend, 
so maintaining the system 
might be more of a priority 
for us than for a library that 
lends more than it borrows. 
There will be interesting dis-
cussions ahead.”

There is no doubt fund-
ing cuts are impacting local 
libraries, which need to be 
part of any advocacy role to 
impress upon the Province 
the significance of the fund-
ing cuts, said Novak, “but will 
the Province say they made 
a mistake? We can’t put all 
our energy into hoping there 
will be a change in provincial 
policy. We have to come up 
with a plan B to continue to 
move items from one place 
to another, if not across On-
tario, at least through a local 
system.”

It was agreed at the re-
gional meeting that CEOs 
of Niagara libraries will be-
gin discussing options, and 
while it won’t happen over-
night, it will likely take weeks 
rather than months to put a 
solution in place, he said.

A “plethora” of ideas has 

been tossed around, includ-
ing regional libraries pur-
chasing a van together, us-
ing Canada Post for books, 
which is “relatively inexpen-
sive,” or organizing volun-
teers to provide the delivery 
service, Novak said. What-
ever is decided for the short 
and long-term, “the end re-
sult could make the service 
even better.”

The next steps will also 
include discussions about 
how to pay for any option 
that is considered, and what 

impact that might have on 
other library programs, he 
said.

“What is the best option, 
how much will it cost, and 
how will we pay for it? Is it 
more important than other 
things we’re doing? It’s far 
too early to predict the an-
swers. The discussion will 
go on for a few weeks while 
the CEOs talk to each other,” 
said Novak.

“Our biggest concern is 
continuing to do the best we 
can for our library users.”

Daryl Novak is the NOTL library board vice-chair. (Photo 
supplied)

Blossom time
Orchards began to blossom last weekend, and should be spectacular by this week-
end. (Fred Mercnik)
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Jennifer Phipps: gifted, loved, with ‘the best smile’

Jennifer Phipps lived and died a woman knowing she was much-
loved by a large group of friends. (David Cooper, Shaw Festival)

A storyteller has departed.
So says Beatrice Campbell on 

the passing of Jennifer Phipps, 
esteemed Shaw Festival actress. 

Campbell has known Phipps 
almost since birth. “Shortly after 
I was born, my father (Douglas 
Campbell) played the lead in 
The Entertainer. Jenny played 
his wife, and my mother (Moira 
Wylie) was awkwardly playing 
their daughter. She’s always been 
part of our world.”

The Shaw stage manager con-
tinues, “I remember visiting her 
in the late 70s or early 80s. She 
was so quirky, and her house 
was full of ‘objets’ that were fun 
to look at. Kids were always be-
stowed with things. Her house 
was covered in trinkets and she 
loved to share.”

Phipps’ generosity is men-
tioned by many, and was a key-
stone of her personal character, 
whether in the theatre or out of it.

“She was extremely truthful 
as an actor, and prided herself 
on being able to deliver some 
of the essentials of the play. She 
was extremely generous, on 
stage and off,” says Christopher 
Newton, former artistic director 
of the Shaw. “She knew what 
she was saying — not all actors 
do — and she always knew how 
her part fit into the production.”

Newton continues, “She 
worked almost to the end of her 
life, and that was a beautiful thing 
to see: beautiful, honest, good, 
real and caring, and with all 
that experience. She was a great 
craftsman as well as an artist.”

“I look around my house and 
remember her,” says long-time 
friend and fellow actor Nuala 
Fitzgerald. “She found out ear-
ly on I like frogs, and now my 
house is absolutely festooned 
with them.” She also recalls 
an abundant correspondence. 
“Jenny wrote wonderful letters 
on whatever was handy — I 
would pull out little torn strips 
of paper and realize that was 
page three.”

“Dame Jenny,” as she was 
known, was also famous for 
her humour. “She was infinitely 
watchable, inventive, and very 
funny,” says Shaw alum Corinne 
Koslo. “She had impeccable 
timing, and was a gracious, 

kind, brilliant actress. She did 
things with text you had never 
seen done before.”

“She drank vodka and I 
drank whisky and we sat on the 
porch and smoked cheroots,” 
says Fitzgerald, evoking a won-
derful image. “We laughed so 
much together. She was just a 
very special individual.”

“She had a laugh that could 
crack open the sky,” says Koslo, 
pausing as if listening to it now.

Friendship was another 
strong quality of Phipps’, which 
Campbell credits possibly to the 
fact she was sent to boarding 
school at age five, and would 
have had to learn to adapt and 
bond.

Her early life was theatrical 
unto itself, if somewhat tragic. 
Campbell recounts Phipps was 
born out of wedlock in Lon-
don in 1932, “and was kind of 
tucked away. She was adopted 
at six weeks old by two sisters,” 
she says. “She called one of them 
Mummy — she was calling for 
her in her sleep at the end.” 

Her birth mother and grand-
mother were always in her life, 
but she wasn’t allowed to identi-
fy them as such, says Campbell. 

“She had a very strange life. 
She never knew who her father 
was — until she accidentally 
found out during an audition. 
She mentioned her mother and 
grandmother’s names, because 
they were also in the theatre, 
and the director said, ‘Oh, you’re 
Martin Walker’s child.’ She re-
plied, ‘Oh, am I? I hadn’t known.’”

Perhaps as a result of these 
things, says Campbell, “there 
was always something of a little 
girl needing attention and love as 
a way of knowing she was real.”

Says Fitzgerald, “she had a 
great deal of courage. She had 
a lot of adversity in life — she 
worked through so many situa-
tions where a lot of us would just 
lay down and stop.”

The actress seems to have 
found ways to use that pain and 
adversity to her advantage on 
stage. “She was so gifted, so cre-
ative; she had a marvellously 
quixotic mind,” says Fitzgerald. 
“That’s why she was such a gift-
ed actor: she never approached 
anything head-on; she always 
found a way to circle it and find 
her own way in.”

“Like everyone who was at 

the Shaw with her, Jenny was 
one of those actors you were 
always looking up to; she was 
so impressive,” says Koslo. “You 
could never see the work in 
progress. One day she would 
just show up with a perfectly 
three-dimensional character. 
She brought such heart to her 
roles — she made me care about 
her character.”

“Jenny was an actor the day 
she was born. There was not a 
day when she wasn’t acting,” says 
Campbell. “And she managed to 
know every spectrum of people 
in the business. Her accountant 
is desolate at the loss. The staff 
at Valu-mart would give me 
food for her. An usher gave me 
a small envelope of cash to help 
her. She was charming — she 
was able to make you feel better 
about yourself when she turned 
her twinkle your way.”

Phipps had health and finan-
cial issues in the last few years of 
her life. “The thing about actors 
is there’s no retirement age,” says 
Campbell.

“You don’t have a pension. 
You’re focused on different 
things. Old age most harshly 
takes people by surprise. The 
only way to survive in the arts 
is to have the blind faith that 
something good is just around 
the corner. Why else would they 
subject themselves to this life? 
It’s a bizarre profession.”

Campbell credits “Doctor 
Theatre” for boosting Phipps’ 
career near the end. “People can 
be unable to walk or speak off 
stage, and then they get on stage 
and you would never know 
there was anything wrong with 
them. Only in the last year did 
Jenny admit she was old.”

“Right to the very end she 
thought the next job was right 
around the corner,” says Barba-
ra Worthy, one of Phipps’ long-
time friends and part of the cir-
cle of caregivers.

There were some difficult 
times, fiscally and physically, 
toward the end of Phipps’ life, 
and her friends stood by her 
and helped her through it all. 
“It really has been a show of her 
character that she had as many 
people to care for her as she did,” 
says Campbell.

A team of seven friends on 
rotation cared for Phipps as she 
went through the process of sell-

ing her house and moving after 
a quarter century of residency, 
going through double hip sur-
gery, and more. “There has been 
a team of people caring for Jen-
ny for the past few years. A real-
ly lovely group,” says Campbell. 
“All of us have known Jenny for 
decades. A beautiful group of 
people who made things hap-
pen when they had to, especially 
for the last year as things deteri-
orated.”

“She had lots of friends, peo-
ple who were around her pure-
ly for socializing,” Campbell 
continues. “I was a caregiver, a 
helper — a bossy boots. I went 
back from London on a day off, 
took her to a medical appoint-
ment, and when we got back, I 
started to do things around her 
place, cleaning up, doing dishes. 
She stopped me, and said, ‘Let’s 
just sit.’ We had a cup of tea, 
went though a book of clippings, 
watched the movie Juno, and 
had a normal ‘friend’ visit. I’m 
very grateful for that, because 
she went into the hospital short-
ly after that and I never saw her 
outside of the hospital after that.”

Last year, says Campbell, actor 
Patrick McManus had an idea 
to throw a celebration for Jen-
ny that might raise some funds. 
“When she sold her house the 
fundraising became unneces-
sary, so he decided it would be 
more fun to have a party for her 
87th birthday. He got the ball 
rolling, and it was decided to 
hold it at St. Mark’s church.” 

Campbell continues, “then 

Sis Weld offered to have it at her 
house, which made Jenny happy 
because her house is very grand. 
Then Jenny went into the hospi-
tal, sadly, and we had to play a 
waiting game until we realized 
she wouldn’t be leaving the hos-
pital.”

“She was moved to Doug-
las Memorial Palliative Care 
— lovely people. They offered 
a room for the party. Two days 
before, it became clear she wasn’t 
going to be able to attend the 
party. She had even chosen the 
dress — a fabulous sequinned 
number with a butterfly on the 
front of it,” Campbell says.

The birthday party went on 
as planned, with its guest of 
honour upstairs in her palliative 
care bed. “It actually turned out 
to be quite perfect,” says Camp-
bell. “Everybody gathered in 
the room, Margaret Molokach 
made two of her famous cakes, 
Patty Jamieson brought food, 
Janice Thomson brought juice 
for the kids.”

“Then one to two people 

went up to Jenny’s room at a 
time, and got to have private, 
individual visits, and give her a 
hug and a kiss,” says Campbell.

“When the pastor came, it 
was like she was resurrected. 
He prayed over her and she 
lifted her arms over her head 
and sang Onward, Christian 
Soldiers,” she says, chuckling. 
Phipps died just days later.

“I feel her around so strong-
ly, and feel we will feel her 
around here forever. She shall be 
missed. She was an impish, mis-
chievous, very tactile human 
being. I miss her already,” says 
Fitzgerald sadly.

“She was an elder in the the-
atre community. But we get all 
the gifts from them — it’s like 
saplings,” says Koslo.

“The most important thing 
to remember is she was an ex-
tremely fine actor, a terrific ac-
tor. I’m happy to say I told her 
that many times,” says Newton.

“She had the best smile, just 
the most wonderful smile,” says 
Fitzgerald.

Lauren O’Malley
The Local
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Special council meeting recognizes heritage
When Lord Mayor 

Betty Disero opened and 
closed the special council 
meeting to celebrate heri-
tage Monday at the Niag-
ara Historical Society and 
Museum, her pride was 
evident.

And she shared that 
with those gathered to 
celebrate with her. “I’m 
thrilled to be Lord May-
or of a town that takes so 
much care of its heritage 
and preserving it,” she 
said. “I can’t tell you how 
proud I am of that.”

Disero also spoke of 
the Town and Regional 
funding that provided her-
itage grants for more than 
100 properties last year — 
since the inception of the 

Niagara-on-the-Lake Her-
itage Grant Incentive Pro-
gram in 2005, she said, the 
Town has processed more 
than 100 applications to 
conserve the heritage at-
tributes of town buildings.

“A total of $54,413 
was provided for heritage 
grants last year. And over 
the past several years — 
with combined funding 
from the Town and Re-
gion of Niagara — nearly 
$700,000 has been pro-
vided for heritage conser-
vation projects within our 
municipality.”

Pride was what the 
celebration was all about. 
Chris Zoetewey of Parks 
Canada spoke of the resto-
ration of Butler’s Barracks 
as part of an “unprece-
dented” $3 billion federal 
infrastructure investment 

in heritage projects across 
the country, aimed in part 
at “halting the loss of sig-
nificant built heritage.” The 
restoration earned a Peter 
J. Stokes Heritage Com-
mendation for the project, 
which turned the barracks, 
built in 1814, into a mod-
ern-day field unit office.

“Adaptive reuse has 
been around for a long 
time,” said Zoetewey, 
pointing out a photo of 
his office in a corner of 
the building, which also 
now has a reception area 
and a kitchen — modern 
amenities in a structure 
that boasts remnants of its 
200-year-old shell.

After being used for 
many purposes through-
out its first 150 years, in 
1966 it was slated for dem-
olition, along with some 

other buildings on the 
Commons, Zoetewey said. 
They were saved  by resi-
dents who made a case to 
the Department of Nation-
al Defence, then in control 
of the property, that the 
buildings should be kept. 
“They remain there today,” 
he said.

Recognized with her-
itage plaques were Kath-
ie and Bill Clark for 109 
Queen St.; 167 Regent St., 
a house which has just sold 
but was owned by Henry 
Wiens; and 156 Gate St., 
owned by Christian Mar-
tineau and Denis Frenette.

Receiving Peter J. 
Stokes Heritage Com-
mendations, in addition 
to Butler’s Barracks, was 
the Voices of Freedom 
Park; the   restoration of 
the home of Thomas and 

Kimberley Elltoft; Steve 
Cohen and Joe Carlino for 
the compatible design of 
210 Centre St.; recognition 
for the adaptive reuse of 
1607 Four Mile Creek Rd., 
once the Virgil fire hall, 
now Teenie Panini, a bak-

ery with two apartments 
above it; and 23 Four  
Mile Creek Rd. for main-
tenance of the property 
and its mature trees and 
gardens, now owned by 
Creekside Senior Estates 
Cooperative. 

Penny Coles
The Local

Celebrating heritage Monday night at the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s special council meeting were Lord Mayor Betty Dis-
ero; architect Tom Ridout and landscaper Don Dawson, who were presented with a certificate for the contemporary design for 
the Voices of Freedom Park; Coun. John Wiens; Coun. Clare Cameron; George Webber, Wilma Morrison and Donna Ford, 
on the Voices of Freedom committee; Coun. Gary Burroughs; Coun. Stuart McCormack; Shauna Butts, assistant curator of 
the Niagara Historical Society and Museum; Coun. Wendy Cheropita; John Hawley, who with John Wiens led the fundraising 
campaign for the park; Coun. Norm Arsenault; Coun. Allan Bisback; Kevin Turcotte; J.B. Hopkins, Town parks supervisor; 
and Amy Klassen, acting managing director of the Niagara Historical Society and Museum. (Photos by Penny Coles)

Ron Dale and Janice Johnston congratulate architect Tom 
Ridout and landscaper Don Dawson for the work they did on 
the Voices of Freedom Park. 

Drew Chapman, vice-chair of the Municipal Heritage Com-
mittee and chair Janice Johnston, with Lord Mayor Betty Dis-
ero, congratulate Tom and Kimberley Elltoft with their daugh-
ter Ruby, on their Peter J. Stokes Heritage Commendation 
for the renovation of their historic home at 31 Prideaux St.

Philip Hoad of the Municipal Heritage Committee, Lord 
Mayor Betty Disero and Janice Johnston present the Peter 
J. Stokes Commendation to Chris Zoetewey (centre) and 
Brendan Buggeln of Parks Canada for the restoration of 
Butler’s Barracks.
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Residents question need for arborist’s report for ash trees

Coun. Gary Burroughs and NOTL Conservancy member Sandra O’Connor have con-
cerns about the tree bylaw in its current form. (Penny Coles)

though a permit may not be 
necessary.

“It’s an evolving process at 
the moment,” he said, refer-
ring to staff trying to discover 
who is taking down a tree and 
if approval has been granted. 
At one point, it took town 
staff several hours of investi-
gation following a complaint 
to discover a tree was being 
taken down on town proper-
ty, by town staff.

If a tree is dead or dying,  
or on the town’s  list of nui-
sance and weed trees, resi-
dents are encouraged to fill 
out an application, and will be 
given a letter of permission at 
no cost, he said.

When asked how long that 
would take, he said he didn’t 
know. As the weather gets 
warmer and people come out 
to do yard work, the staff work 
load can be expected to in-
crease. “Give us as much time 
as you can,” he suggested.

Wiens said it will take lon-
ger if there are several trees 
to be removed, due to the re-
quired arborist report. “We’re 
still trying to figure this out. I 
would hope you would give 
us at least a week’s notice — 
two weeks would be better.”

When there are sever-
al trees to be removed, a site 
plan and photos should also 
be provided, said Perrin. And 
if there are more than three 
trees to come down, a replace-
ment plan is also required, 
along with an explanation of 
why removal is necessary.

“That’s something that’s 
difficult for us,” said Wiens. “If 
you don’t like it or think it’s too 
big,  it’s hard for us to agree to 
it.” Unless it’s evident there is a 
problem with the tree, he add-
ed, it would be difficult for staff 
to approve its removal.

A permit has to be dis-
played on the property, and is 
valid for 90 days, said Perrin. 
If a permit is refused, the appli-
cant has seven days to appeal, 
which goes to council to decide. 

Each tree removed must 
be replaced, and depending 
on its size and variety, one tree 
can require as many as five re-
placements, he said. If it’s not 
possible onsite, the town will 
replant on a site of its choice.

The permit cost to an in-
dividual property owner is 
$50 for one tree and $25 for 
each subsequent one, and 
$250 per tree if it’s a corpo-
ration. A security deposit of 
$250 is required for every tree 
under application from an in-
dividual owner, and $500 for 
a corporation. The deposit 
is refunded once town staff 
investigate and confirm re-
placements have been plant-
ed, said Wiens.

Applications can be filled 
out online at notl.org/con-
tent/private-tree-removal-ap-
plication-form, and are also 
available at the town hall.

When asked about a pen-
alty for removing a tree with-
out a permit, Wiens explained 
town staff would check the 
list of trees approved, either 
by permit or letter, and if they 
don’t find it, would visit the 
site, and as long as it’s still safe 
to do so, would stop it. 

The Town has two charges 
in process for taking down 
trees without approval, but it’s 
not always easy to prove they 
were removed after the pass-
ing of the tree bylaw, he said.

Can a resident phone in 
to report a tree being taken 
down? Although generally 
bylaws are enforced on a com-
plaint basis, if town staff see an 
infraction, they are instructed 
to phone it in, said Wiens.

“We’re still trying to devel-
op the process.”

A bylaw officer will stop, 
“but it’s better to check with 
the office to see if a permit or 
letter has been issued rath-
er than go in guns blazing.” 
When it comes to the tree by-
law, staff are told to be pro-ac-
tive, he said.

“We’re not tree experts, but 
we can tell within a few days or 
a week if it’s a fresh cut. We’ll 
be charging,” he added,  but 
without proof of when the tree 
was cut, “we don’t know how 
that will go in court. Photos 
would be helpful.”

Coun. Gary Burroughs 
told Wiens he’s had expe-
rience trying to complain 
— the first question he was 
asked was if he would be will-
ing to testify in court.

“Was the tree taken down 
or not — that’s the issue, not 
whether we’re going to end up 

in court.”
An eye witness would 

help with a court case, and a 
fine has to be issued by a jus-
tice of the peace after taking a 
charge to court, Wiens said.

With two charges in the 
works now, he said, “they will 
give us some idea how it will 
go in court. Maybe we can 
keep neighbours out of it if we 
have experts involved. I don’t 
know that.”

Before the meeting was 
turned over to residents for 
questions, Coun. Wendy 
Cheropita said the comments 
she had heard were valid, and 
should be considered. “There 
may be some missing links 
because we pushed the bylaw 
through quickly” to get it on 
the books, she said, suggest-
ing town staff work with ar-
borists and landscapers in the 
community to ensure they’re 
familiar with the bylaw and 
how it works.

Coun. Stuart McCor-
mack asked staff to consider 
“rephrasing this legal docu-
ment” in language easier to 
understand, to be posted on 
the website. 

Asked by a resident why a 
permit is necessary to remove 
an ash tree, which because of 
disease is likely either dead 
or dying, Wiens said it’s not 
easy to tell in the winter when 
there are no leaves on the tree.

“We’re not even sure how 
we’re going to deal with it in 
the middle of summer.”

The Town has an arbor-
ist on staff, “but I’m not sure 
we’re going to have time to 
send him out to check every 
ash tree,” he said.

One of several tree experts 
representing removal services 
said it’s not that easy to identi-
fy an ash tree, and an arborist 
should investigate before ap-
proval is given.

As the meeting wrapped 
up, Coun. Gary Burroughs 
said he would like to hear 
the responses from staff and 
residents before a final report 
is presented in September, 
when the bylaw is expected to 
undergo its last revision.

But Wiens said he thought 
it would be better to wait, “to 
get more experience with this 
bylaw over the summer, to 
collect more information and 

have a more comprehensive 
report by September.”

Talking after the meet-
ing, Burroughs and NOTL 
Conservancy member San-
dra O’Connor said they have 
concerns about the bylaw be-
ing too lenient in some areas 
and too onerous on residents 
in others — especially in re-
lation to requiring permits 
for ash tree removal, noted 
O’Connor. In a recent presen-
tation to the conservancy, she 
applauded NOTL councillors 
for approving the only tree 
bylaw for private property in 
the Niagara region. Noting 
the number of signs popping 
up saying, “My tree doesn’t 
need a bylaw,” mainly in rural 

areas, she said it’s important 
to remember the bylaw only 
protects trees within urban 
boundaries.

Regarding ash trees, 
she said, “a property owner 
should not need to incur the 
cost to acquire a certificate by 
an arborist in order to classify 
the tree as an ash tree. A des-
ignated town representative 
could declare that it is an ash 
tree and approve the permit 
to cut the tree with no costs to 
the property owner.”

She suggested the infor-
mation on the Town’s website 
could be more user-friend-
ly, and that tree protection 
language in the Official Plan 
now under review could be 

stronger.
Above all, she said, “trans-

parency is needed in the pro-
cess and the decision-mak-
ing. Citizens have to believe 
that decisions are fair and can 
see that the process is being 
applied appropriately.”

Burroughs is also con-
cerned about the way resi-
dents’ input will be treated. 
“Town staff have the com-
ments. We should be react-
ing to them,” he said. “This is 
about the Town and the res-
idents working together. It’s 
not about making more rules, 
it’s about taking great ideas 
and using them to protect 
trees. The residents are not 
the enemy.”

www.simpsonspharmacy.ca • Free Delivery From Both Locations

Simpson’s Pharmacy

1882 Niagara Stone Road, Virgil 
Located next to the Medical Centre 

905.468.2121
Open 6 Days a Week 

Simpson’s Apothecary

233 King St, Niagara-on-the-Lake
Free Parking at Back Entrance off Johnson St 

905.468.8400 
Open 7 Days a Week

Compounding Lab &
Full Dispensing Services

Seniors’ Day
Third Wednesday of Every Month

*Regular-priced merchandise only. Excludes prescriptions, Philips Sonicare &  
Muse products, special orders and codeine products. Applicable to 60 and over. 

20% 
off*

Stairglides, Mobility Equipment Sales & Service.
Therapeutic Nutrition and Weight Control Solutions.

We love to keep our community smiling!

905-468-4444   •   niagaradentures.com
1630 NIAGARA STONE ROAD, NOTL

ON-SITE LAB FOR CUSTOM PERSONALIZED SMILES.

TAREN A. 
TRINDADE B.A., DD

J. GUS  
KORONEOS BSc., DD 

• Complementary Consultations
• Same Day Repairs, Relines
• Implant Supported Dentures
• Teeth in a Day
• Full or Partial Dentures
• Immediate Dentures
• Locally Owned and Operated
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We shall overcome

Theodore much loved
Donald Combe

Special to The Local
This tiny elegant marker in the cemetery of St.Mark’s intrigues me.  After 

thinking about what  was inscribed I finally realized that in third from the last 
line and in the last line the letters were compressed making, in both cases, three 
words into one

THEODORE
????

DASDEARPET
AND

MASPETTOO

The second line is impossible to read; it may be a surname, or it could read 
“asleep.”

The stone sits near the Comer family plot. If Theodore was a Comer then it 
seems his Da was J.F.R.Comer, a retired member of the military, who died Aug. 
2,  1878, aged 68 years, and his Ma was Elizabeth Barbara Comer who died Jan. 
12, 1898, in her 88th year. The three others named might have been Theodore’s 
siblings.  

Both Da and Ma loved this child deeply and that this simple expression of 
their grief remains poignant.

With its extensive cuts, 
which should not come 
as a surprise from a gov-
ernment elected for its 
austerity program, Doug 
Ford’s provincial budget 
is downloading responsi-
bilities.

It is forcing essential 
agencies and organiza-
tions to look for other 
ways to pay for important 
services by severely cut-
ting provincial funding. 
Those dollar amounts 
were never guaranteed, 
but were always an indi-
cation of the importance 
of the services provided. 
That is no longer the case.

With climate change 
causing more frequent 
flooding, there are cuts 
to conservation agencies. 
The Niagara Peninsula 
Conservation Authority, 
if it is to continue its sig-
nificant work on preserv-
ing watersheds and ensur-
ing water quality, will be 
looking at how to fulfill 
its mandate with funding 
decreased by 50 per cent. 
Slash, and it’s done. Half 
its funding gone, but the 
necessity of the work it 
does hasn’t gone away.

The same is true of li-
braries, whose boards are 
reeling from news that 
funding for interlibrary 
services would be cut. 
Slash, and 50 per cent 
fund gone from provincial 
library services that help 
deliver books from one 
community to another.

The initial reaction was 

that the services would 
be cancelled immediate-
ly, but that quickly was 
changed to “suspended,” 
while library board mem-
bers and staff scrambled 
to figure a way to contin-
ue the service, which is so 
important in smaller com-
munities   such as Niagara-on- 
the-Lake.

Libraries in recent 
years have become about 
so much more than bor-
rowing books.

The Niagara-on-the- 
Lake Public Library offers 
a warm, welcoming space, 
and so much going on 
within. It is a communi-
ty hub for all ages, where 
members of the public 
can take advantage of the 
many programs, the com-
puter room and WiFi, the 
makery space, all offer-
ing opportunities to learn 
about a wide range of sub-
jects, or a place to just sit 
in a peaceful spot to read a 
newspaper.

The library is a place to 
gather information, avail-
able to anyone who walks 
through the door, and it is 
a place to just gather.

A well-used, much-
loved library such as the 
one in NOTL is the sign 
of an engaged, healthy 
community. Take away its 
ability to offer services, 
and it becomes less so. 
This seems especially true 
in smaller communities, 
where library patrons may 
rely on being able to ac-
cess books from libraries 

in other municipalities.
It’s especially ironic 

that funding to a library 
service designed to amal-
gamate certain programs 
such as inter-book lending 
and delivery, along with 
staff training, to provide 
efficient services at lower 
costs, is being cut. 

It’s de-amalgamation of 
a service that was actually 
working — a direct con-
tradiction to Ford’s desire 
to look at amalgamating 
municipal services for 
increased efficiency and 
cost-cutting.

It seems safe to say 
our library stewards, the 
board members and CEOs 
who are passionate about 
the services they provide, 
will find a way to over-
come this latest hurdle set 
by the Province.

That’s what people who 
care do, and we thank 
them for their passion.

Penny Coles
The Local

The trusted voice of our community.

Editor: 
Penny Coles 
penny@notllocal.com  
905-246-5878
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The Niagara-on-the-Lake Local

Advertising Sales:  
Karen Skeoch 
karen@notllocal.com • 905-641-5335

Julia Coles 
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The NOTL Local acknowledges the land on which we gather is the traditional 
territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples, many of whom continue 
to live and work here today. This territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties 
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LETTERSLETTERS
The discussions with 

respect to waste pickup 
seem to me to be short 
sighted and not resident 
friendly.

Pickup every two 
weeks leaves those who 
are away on garbage day 
with pickup once a month. 
Why should that resident 
have to pay for the addi-
tional bags if the pick-up 
is missed? We pay enough 
taxes. Why are residents 

not issued with 52 extra 
tags per year?

Making pickup eas-
ier should be the goal. 
Municipalities such as 
Brampton allow for mul-
tiple bags each week, blue 
and grey recycling mate-
rial to go in one box, and 
unlimited garbage bags at 
Christmas.

Why have we not heard 
a word about reducing 
over-packaging?

Garbage collection woes
Why are the recycle 

bins made from a plastic 
that fractures much quick-
er than the plastic used for 
many garbage pails?

Areas that compost 
have an increase in rats.

Making it harder 
does lead to waste being 
dropped off along the Ni-
agara River Parkway and 
other communal bins.

William Hargreaves
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Pumphouse offers variety of weekend workshops

The Niagara Pump-
house Arts Centre is offer-
ing a number of exciting 
weeknight and weekend 
workshops. Whether you 
are a beginner looking for 
a fun hands-on art project 
to try, an experienced art-
ist looking to increase your 
skill in a particular tech-
nique or an art appreciator 
– there is a workshop for 
you.  

As part of our 25th 
anniversary celebrations 
this year, we are pleased 
to launch a new project: 
Looking Back – Forging 
Forward, thanks to the 
generous support of the 
Niagara Region’s Niagara 

Investment in Culture pro-
gram. This project is a se-
ries of educational pop-up 
art-making opportunities 
and engaging cultural ex-
periences for all ages. It is 
inspired by Niagara’s his-
tory and delivered through 
contemporary perspectives 
by local artists.

We are working with 
our partners at Parks Can-
ada for upcoming work-
shops including Moth-
er’s Day Hat-Making 
(Saturday, May 11), Plein 
Air Then & Now (Sunday, 
May 19 and Mon. May 20) 
and Drawing from Histo-
ry – Right in Front of You 
(Saturday, June 29).

Other upcoming work-
shops include Julie Po-
nesse’s presentation and 
discussion-based work-
shop, Impressionist Inspi-
ration (Thursday, May 2), 
followed by Drawing for 
Painters Workshop (Satur-
day, May 4 and Sun. May 

5). Ponesse will guide par-
ticipants to set themselves 
up for success by working 
through six basics of draw-
ing particularly relevant to 
painting.

Visit the Niagara Pum-
phouse Mother’s Day 
weekend to make your 
own version of an 1812 
hat. Register for an excit-
ing opportunity to draw 
or paint outdoors on Fort 
George grounds in either 
the plein air workshop 
with artist and instructor 
Sandra Iafrate or Drawing 
from History workshop 
with artist, instructor and 
physiotherapist David 
Antscherl to capture the 
splendour of 19th century 
redcoats in uniform.

For more information 
905-468-2787 or email: 
rima.boles@niagarapump-
house.ca.

The Niagara Pump-
house Arts Centre is at 247 
Ricardo St.

Letters! We want letters!
We have an opinion page put aside just for residents — we know you have 
opinions and we would love to share them. If you have a letter to the editor 
you’d like to see published, please send it to penny@notllocal.com. Please 
try to keep it to about 350 words. Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous  
letters. The deadline is Monday at noon.

Rima Boles
Niagara Pumphouse 

This watercolour by James E. Pay is used as an example of how to paint a good vignette. 
(Photo supplied)

LETTERSLETTERS
In response to some pre-

vious letters to the local news-
papers, I’d like to focus on the 
short-term rental issue. As 
someone who has been direct-
ly and negatively impacted by 
those owners who choose to 
abuse the system, I feel I have 
much to contribute.

Short-term rentals cause 
parking and noise issues in 
quiet residential areas, but 
just as importantly they create 
issues of safety for our chil-
dren and vulnerable residents 
due to a continuous stream of 
non residents/strangers with-
in close-knit, family-friendly 
areas such as Garrison Village 
and Chautauqua. It may in-
terest readers to know there 
are 1,500 school-age chil-
dren in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
and this number continues 
to grow. NOTL is no longer 
home to just the elderly and 
retired.

My personal experience 
with a short-term rental in 
our quiet community had my 
child witnessing a pool party 

with amorous, barely-dressed 
adults sharing unknown sub-
stances and drinking.   The 
noise did not cease until 3 
a.m. As there are no Town 
bylaw enforcement officers 
available in the evenings, the 
only option to residents is to 
call the police.   

I am very grateful to see 
our council is taking this is-
sue more seriously and is 
responding to resident con-
cerns. I read recently two 
councillors have chosen to 
spearhead a review of the ex-
isting application process and 
bylaw enforcement. Thank 
you to Stuart McCormack 
and Norm Arsenault, who 
are responsible for taking 
our concerns seriously. I en-
courage residents of NOTL to 
address their concerns with 
regard to short-term rentals 
and participate in the creation 
of a new and improved bylaw. 

A new short-term rental 
bylaw with teeth could resolve 
the issue of hiring more bylaw 
enforcement staff, to work 

Short-term rentals impact neighbours
24/7 following up on resident 
complaints, and resulting in 
increased property taxes.

Let me be clear that I ful-
ly support our licensed B&B 
community, and am not anti 
short-term rentals, so I am 
proposing the following rec-
ommendations to resolve this:
1. Short term rentals must 

be owner-occupied while 
rented. 

2. No more than two bed-
rooms with two persons 
per bedroom can be rent-
ed at one time.

3. Short-term rentals should 
be no less than one kilo-
metre apart.

4. Once a licence has been 
revoked it cannot be re-
newed for five years.
I believe good fences 

make good neighbours and 
good, enforced rules make 
good sense for all.

I look forward to seeing 
what council can do with this 
resident concern.

Lyndsay Gazzard

If interested, please email your resume to 

hospitality@strewnwinery.com

YOU have a passion for wine and would  
like an opportunity to work part time in  

the wine business.  

WE are looking to add customer service-
oriented members to our Hospitality Team.  

Two to three days a week during the 
summer and fall ( fewer shifts off-season). 

Join Our 
Hospitality 

Team!
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Ford’s cuts could leave
us awash with trouble

One of the best thunderstorms rolled through NOTL a few summers ago, with water pooling on roads, and creeks doing 
things Owen Bjorgan says he’s never seen them do before. What will this scenario look like after Ford’s flood program cuts? 
(Owen Bjorgan)

This article isn’t in-
tended to engage a Con-
servative versus Liberal 
debate, but I would like 
to illustrate how politics 
can directly affect our 
communities through 
environmental budget 
cuts.

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
isn’t out of the woods 
with this one.

The chain reaction is 

simple, similar to a food 
chain in nature. We have 
a provincial government 
that proposes cuts to 
flood management and 
studies.

This leaves local con-
servation authorities in 
Ontario scrambling to 
recover the lost funding 
— where is that going to 
come from? Perhaps by 
the time we sort it out, 
the water will be lapping 
at our back door.

As the Niagara Pen-
insula continues to lose 
key wetland and forest 
coverage areas, we are 
also removing the eco-
system services they 
once provided us.

The spongy for-
est floors and swampy 
woods that once cov-
ered most of Niagara 
are fewer and further 
between. These natural 
areas act like a sponge 
to water falls and seeps 
across the landscape, ul-
timately slowing the rate 
of water entering our 
creeks and rivers. 

As more extreme 
precipitation events are 
calculated to occur in 
southern Ontario in the 
future, all levels of gov-
ernment might want 
to consider how much 

of our surface area is 
paved. When water hits 
the pavement, it goes 
nowhere but sideways. 
Whereas natural habi-
tat and soils would ab-
sorb the water, we have 
now given it free will 
to follow parking lots 
into roads, into gut-
ters, meeting other gut-
ters, and into the creeks 
which then swell with 
intensity. Of course we 
have storm drain ponds 
and systems to brace 
for this in some areas, 
but certainly not every-
where.

We’ve likely got more 
rain coming, the appro-
priate buffers are large-
ly diminished, and we 
have more pavement 
than ever before in Ni-
agara.

This is a time when 
we not only need to ask 
ourselves, but ask our 
Premier, why cutting 
funds to flooding is a 
great idea. 

I hope we don’t act 
surprised when NOTL 
has its turn for a freak 
flood. All the right in-
gredients are in place. I 
see areas such as Four 
Mile Creek in St. Davids 
pushing debris up into 
backyards beside new 

homes. 
This spring, I noticed 

some stretches along 
the lines and conces-
sions where water in the 
ditches was so high you 
could canoe down them, 
and some were about to 
burst their banks over 
the road or driveways. 
Still fresh on our minds 
is the year Lake Ontario 
rose several feet, inun-
dating shoreline prop-
erties and beaches, and 
causing troubles for riv-
erside residents. 

Water counts. We 
drink it. We live beside 
it. We’re made of it. A 
safe rule of thumb might 
be that we shouldn’t 
mess with water. It 
should be cherished and 
appreciated for its vital-
ity and brute influence. 

Parts of central and 
northern Ontario, Que-
bec, and New Bruns-
wick are experiencing 
unusually intense flood-
ing as I type this.

I can only hope we 
will be prepared as a 
community.

And as a communi-
ty, we should be able to 
depend on our govern-
ment to help protect 
us and our valuable re-
sources.

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca

AA MEETING 
every 

Wednesday evening, 
at 8:00 pm to 

9:00 pm 
at 

St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St, 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Visit us online at: 

www.notllocal.com

To advertise your event in 

LOCAL 
HAPPENINGS

contact 
anna@notllocal.com

EXHIBITIONS AT NIAGARA 
PUMPHOUSE – OPENING RECEPTION

May 2 @ 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
Living Desert: Robert Herman 
Exhibition runs May 1 – June 3, 2019 
The Niagara Pumphouse located at 247 Ricardo 
St., Niagara-on-the-Lake. Living Desert, a body of 
work by Robert Herman, represents a collection 
of introspective portraits of succulents found in 
the Coachella Valley of California. Open Tuesday 
through Sunday, 11 am – 4 pm.

Website Info: niagarapumphouse.ca/exhibitions

ST. DAVIDS & DISTRICT LIONESS 
3RD ANNUAL SPRING MARKET 

May 4 @ 9 a.m. - 2 p.m
Artists and Other Great Vendors 

Purchase Hydrangeas 
6” and 10” pots (cash only) 

Nickel Table, Bake Table with Homemade 
Pies. Fabulous Draws and Lunch 

ST. DAVIDS LIONS CLUB 
1462 YORK RD., ST. DAVIDS 

All proceeds go back into the Community

NIAGARA FALLS NATURE 
CLUB MEETING  

May 8 @ 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Owen Bjorgan shares the adventure of the making 
of his film “HIDDEN CORNERS FLORIDA” 
Niagara Falls Public Library, 4848 Victoria Avenue, 
Niagara Falls. Refreshments and native plant sale 
begin shortly after 6:30 p.m.. Meeting starts at 7 p.m. 

LIVE WELL HEALTH & WELLNESS 
FAIR AT WHITE OAKS RESORT

May 4 @ 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Our fourth annual Live Well Health and Wellness Fair 
is a celebration of all things healthy living! We bring to-
gether the best products, information and services from 
wellness advocates in Niagara and beyond. Come out 
and experience the best of the wellness industry, shop 
at vendor booths and hear from some incredible ex-
perts in healthy living! Tickets are $5 via our eshop or 
$7 plus taxes at the door. Please visit http://www.live-
wellbywhiteoaks.com/ for details of the event. 

LOCAL HAPPENINGSLOCAL HAPPENINGS

FIRST ONTARIO PERFORMING
ARTS CENTRE

Saturday, May 4  
Chorus Niagara presents PETER PAN

www.FirstOntarioPAC.ca

 FIRST ANNUAL BATTLE OF 
THE ATLANTIC LEVEE

Saturday, May 4 @ 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.  
Navy Hall, 305 Ricardo Street, NOTL @ 1000 

Parks Canada and the Royal Canadian Naval 
Association Niagara

To remember the importance of the longest battle 
in Canadian History to the Niagara Region.
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Nyanyas luncheon to help African grandmothers 

Cindy Grant is hoping to bring new energy to the Nyanyas of Niagara with a presentation by 
the Stephen Lewis Foundation interim executive director Zahra Mohamed. (Lauren O’Malley)

Cindy Grant joined the 
Nyanyas of Niagara after she 
attended a Motown concert 
the group put on at Jack-
son-Triggs Winery three years 
ago.

She says they were able 
to donate $20,000 to the Ste-
phen Lewis Foundation from 
that event, and she was so im-
pressed by all of it she decided 
to become involved.

That’s how she found her-
self on the steering commit-
tee organizing a luncheon for 
May 9.

Grant says Terry Mactag-
gart and Sandra Hardy started 
this chapter of the foundation’s 
Grandmothers to Grand-
mothers Campaign in 2007. 
She explains that when Ste-
phen Lewis went to Africa in 
2003, he witnessed an alarm-
ing number of grandmothers 
caring for their grandchildren, 
because a generation had 
been wiped out by the HIV/
AIDS pandemic. He began 
the campaign as a way to draw 
attention to the issue, and to 
allow people to raise money to 

support these people in need. 
There are now more than 240 
groups supporting African 
grandmothers who care for 
their orphaned grandchil-
dren.

The Nyanyas (a word 
that means “grandmothers” 
in Swahili) of Niagara have 
raised and donated about 
$100,000 to the foundation 
since their inception.

However, last year was a 
lean one for them. They held 
only one luncheon, and were 
feeling the effects of burnout 
and disengagement. So Grant, 
Mactaggart and fellow steer-
ing committee member Linda 
Carleton decided to hold an-
other luncheon with a special 
focus. They have invited Ste-
phen Lewis Foundation inter-
im executive director Zahra 
Mohamed to speak, and asked 
her to address a specific topic. 
“We have given her the heads-
up that we want her to talk 
about how to reenergize the 
group in town,” says Grant.

She says another way to 
find new energy is to recruit 
new members. “We need 
some new blood, and some 
new energy and ideas,” says 

Grant. So encouraging peo-
ple to join will also be a focus 
of the luncheon in the Cel-
lar Room at the Old Win-
ery Restaurant. “There are 
no dues; members just get a 
newsletter and invitations to 
become a supporter at events,” 
she says.

You don’t even need to 
be a grandparent. “We call it 
‘grandmothers and grando-
thers.’ There are no criteria to 
join —  it is mainly females, 
but everyone is welcome.”

Grant enthuses about the 
foundation’s good work, say-
ing, “over the years it has had 
so much support it has been 
able to build schools, daycares, 
create women’s groups, and so 
much more.”

The luncheon starts at 
11:30 a.m., and will be done 
by 2:30 p.m., Grant says. There 
are door prizes to be won, as 
well as a few items for sale to 
raise further funds. Tickets are 
$45, and all profits go to the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation.

If you have any questions 
about the event or member-
ship, call Linda Carleton at 
905-327-1354, or Terry Mac-
taggart at 905-468-2438.

Lauren O’Malley
The Local

920 o�ces in over 40 countries. Connecting to the World. www.notlrealty.com

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

15 COTTAGE STREET
$1,539,000

MLS 30730421  •  Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

535 MISSISSAUGA STREET
$1,179,000

MLS 30730011  •  Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

31 THE PROMENADE
$785,000

MLS 30724974  • Patricia Atherton

18 COLONEL COHOE
$799,000

MLS 30722185  •  Patricia Atherton and 
Caroline Polgrabia

69 CASTLEREAGH
$839,000

MLS 30711095  •  Marilyn Francis

5 ALBION WAY
$1,098,000

MLS 30700063  •  Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

15396 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY
$999,000

MLS 30701950  •  Philip Bowron and Sarah Gleddie

1895 LAKESHORE ROAD
$1,049,000

MLS 30614875  •  Trish Badham

58 GARRSION VILLAGE DRIVE
$1,549,000

MLS 30728478  •  Christopher Bowron and Adam Hawley

84 FLYNN STREET 
$699,000

MLS 30675597  •  Viviane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

SOLD
NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE

OPEN HOUSE

SOLD

OPEN HOUSE
84 FLYNN STREET 

SUNDAY 
2-4 PM

Christopher Bowron*** .......905-468-2269
Victoria Bolduc* .................905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* ...................905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ..................905-468-1256
Kim Elltoft** ........................905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ..........905-651-2977
Audrey Wright* ...................289-241-0212

Nicole Vanderperk* ............905-941-4585
Trish Badham* ...................905-329-1563
Viviane Elltoft* ...................905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ..................905-380-8012
Cheryl Carmichael* ...........905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* ..................905-685-2458
Christine Bruce* ................905-328-9703

Marilyn Francis**................905-932-1266
Linda Williams* ..................905-401-4240
Caroline Polgrabia* ............905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ..............905-933-4983

***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

681 WARNER ROAD
$439,000

MLS 30704675  •  Chris Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

48 WEATHERSTONE COURT
$779,000

MLS 30700507  •  Thomas Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft
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Health clinic organized for offshore workers

Emma Whyte, Briar Wiens, Lauryn Baerg, Brun Gossen, Jeff Martens and Kylee Hunter, health 
care volunteers, are in one of the clinic’s fully-equipped treatment rooms. (Lauren O’Malley)

It takes a village, and 
ours is stepping up to sup-
port the thousands of mi-
grant workers who join our 
midst every year.

Cornerstone Commu-
nity Church has partnered 
with Quest Community 
Health Centre to provide 
a free health clinic for off-
shore labourers.

The clinic launched 
Sunday in the church’s Ni-
agara Stone Road location, 
and will be held there ev-
ery other Sunday from now 
through Oct. 6.

Quest has offered a mi-
grant worker health clinic 
since 2010, when the pilot 
was held at this same loca-
tion. “There’s a bit of history 
with migrant workers at the 
church,” says Jeff Martens, 
outreach pastor. “Quest 
started out here, so it’s nice 
to see it come back.”

In the interim years the 
clinic was held in the Niag-
ara North Health Team of-
fices, and in St. Catharines. 
Cornerstone hopes to be 
able to give it a permanent 
home. “We would love the 
partnering to continue for 
years to come, whether it’s 
in this space or our new 
location on Hunter Road,” 
says Martens.

The current space seems 

as though it had been built 
for this purpose. “It’s inter-
esting how well laid-out the 
space is for a clinic, with a 
common space and smaller 
rooms off it,” says Martens, 
sitting in the bright and 
colourful waiting area. Pa-
tients will enter the lobby 
and be met by greeters, who 
will determine their needs 
and direct them accordingly  
— generally to the registra-
tion area. Once registered, 
they will go up to the sec-
ond floor treatment rooms, 
where health education 
videos will be playing in 
the waiting room in Span-
ish and English, says Briar 
Wiens, a nurse practitioner 
and volunteer at the clinic.

Wiens was the person 
who started this particular 
ball rolling. She had volun-
teered at a similar clinic in 
Vineland, and saw the op-
portunity for Cornerstone 
to provide a similar model. 
Wiens approached Martens 
with the idea. “Cornerstone 
is very invested in glob-
al initiatives, but in recent 
years we’ve been looking 
to serve the gaps in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake,” says Mar-
tens. “Our congregation 
had moved so we knew 
there was space to use in a 
community-focused way.” 
He says by last December 
they had made it official, 
and formed a lead team.

There are many other 
collaborators in this en-
deavour, including the Ni-
agara Migrant Workers 
Interest Group, Positive 
Living Niagara, as well as 
McMaster University and 
Brock University. The latter 
two will provide medical 
students for staffing, and the 
former will provide support 
services, including drivers 
to get workers to and from 
the clinic. Other staff will 
include volunteer physi-
cians, nurse practitioners, 
dieticians, physiotherapists, 
and a variety of other ser-
vices, says Wiens. 

The core staff will be pro-
vided by Quest — including 
a community health worker, 
Kylee Hunter. Her job will 
be to debrief with each pa-
tient after their clinical visit, 
to make sure everything is 
clear, and they know where 
to go to take the next steps, 
including accessing medica-
tions and being reimbursed 
for them.

The need for a free, con-
fidential health service for 
migrant workers is sub-
stantial. “The OHIP process 
can be delayed when work-
ers arrive in Canada,” says 
Despina Tzemis, program 
manager at Quest. She says 
this clinic will allow mem-
bers of the migrant commu-
nity access to supports they 
may need, and expects to 

see somewhere between 25 
and 30 patients per session.

Wiens and Tzemis also 
see this clinic as a way to 
raise awareness of this of-
ten-overlooked community 
that joins ours every grow-
ing season.

The migrant workers 
health clinic would appre-
ciate further support from 
the greater community, in 
the form of volunteers and 
donations. They would 
love to hear from medical 
practitioners, including al-
lied health services such as 
chiropractic and massage. 

Spanish-speaking transla-
tors are also eagerly sought. 
And donations of funds or 
medical supplies would be 
greatly appreciated.

In particular, mental 
health volunteers would 
be gratefully welcomed.  
“There is such a need for 
mental health support in 
the migrant worker com-
munity,” says Jane Andres, 
an ardent supporter of the 
community. “Something 
like this is such an import-
ant support for them. It 
takes so little to fix it. Just to 
know they can call someone 

who can come and talk with 
them.”

To use the clinic, no ap-
pointment is needed. Ser-
vices are provided on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
Migrant workers from all 
countries are welcome.

The clinic will operate 
alternate Sundays from 
April 28 (May 5 and 26; 
June 9 and 23; July 14 and 
28; Aug. 18 and 25; Sept. 8 
and 22; Oct. 6).

For more information 
call, text or WhatsApp 905-
328-1546 or visit questchc.
ca.

Lauren O’Malley
The Local

LUXURY LISTING

686 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL

1 STONERIDGE CRES., NOTL

135 CENTRE ST., NOTL

51 WRIGHT CRES., NOTL

1172 LAKESHORE RD., NOTL

668 WARNER RD., NOTL

LUXURY LISTING

NEW PRICE

LUXURY LISTINGLUXURY LISTING

$1,650,000

$999,999

$1,700,000

$575,000

SOLD IN A DAY

$729,000

5 BEDROOMS   3.5 BATHROOMS

4 BEDROOMS   4 BATHROOMS

3 BEDROOMS   3 BATHROOMS

3 BEDROOMS   3 BATHROOMS

4 BEDROOMS   3 BATHROOMS

3 BEDROOMS   2 BATHROOMS

Andrew Perrie Sales Representative

Andrew Perrie Sales Representative

Andrew Perrie Sales Representative

Andrea Bobby Poirier Sales Representative

Andrew Perrie Sales Representative

Andrea Bobby Poirier Sales Representative
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Tour highlights many benefits of recycling
Reuse of material earns revenue, 
diverts garbage from landfill

THE NOTL LOCAL                May 2, 2019

Miles of conveyor belts snake through the Niagara Recycling plant. (Lauren O’Malley)

Ashley Northcotte leads a tour through the Niagara Recycling plant.  (Lauren O’Malley)

While the good work you 
do to separate your waste into 
blue and grey boxes may seem 
like an environmental act, it’s 
also good business.

All the raw materials from 
the Region’s recycling pro-
gram are sorted, baled and 
sold to end users. There is an 
ecological component to it 
too, of course: the products are 
reused, thus requiring less pro-
duction; and they are diverted 
from landfill.

Recyclables are brought 
in to the Niagara Recycling 
plant in 40 to 50 trucks per 
day. Fifteen trucks of sorted 
and baled materials go out in 
that same time period.

“We want to see all re-
sources being reused,” says 
Niagara Recycling chair Bert 
Murphy on a tour of the facili-
ty, while making it clear “this is 
strictly a sorting facility.”

Murphy believes Niagara is 
in a landfill crisis, so diversion 
is key. “Last year we recycled 
78,000 tons of materials,” he 
says, which means that much 
waste was diverted.

Murphy explains the two 
streams — blue and grey box-
es — divide into more than 15 
others. The grey box provides 
five different materials, and 
the blue box at least 11. There 
are seven kinds of plastic and 
two types of metal, as well as 
juice boxes, and glass.

“Each material goes 
through a baler, then we are 
done with it — with one ex-
ception,” he says, pointing out 
there is only one plant in On-
tario making a specific prod-
uct: “This one. We clean, dry, 
sort and grind glass down to 
a product called Niagara Eco-
glass, used for sandblasting.” 

The building is a giant 
warehouse divided into pur-
pose-built stages of dumping, 
sorting and baling. The pro-
cess starts on the tipping floor, 
where all residential collection 
trucks dump, as well as com-
mercial and industrial loads 

from Niagara, Kitchener-Wa-
terloo, and Haldimand Coun-
ty. The contents are then load-
ed onto miles of conveyor belts 
that snake through the facility.

Sorting is done on the 
loft-style second floor, where 
each section is perched on is-
lands overlooking the ground 
floor. The belts move through 
pre-sorting and secondary 
sorting, some through cross 
vibratory feeders and fibre-op-
tical sorters. But most materi-
al is   separated  by groups of 
hard-working staff, hand-sort-
ing newspapers from cereal 
boxes, and clear plastic bottles 
from ice cream tubs. The busi-
ness has 90 employees, and 63 
of them are hand-sorters.

Each person has a chute 
nearby where they drop various 
materials; the chutes lead to bun-
kers below, which are opened to 
send the contents to balers.

The noise is formidable, 
and the speed startling. The 
well-trained staff cull bits and 
pieces from the conveyor in a 
blur of productivity. 

As workers snag straws 
from a belt shuttling alumi-
num cans — one straw can 
contaminate an entire bale, 
tour leader Ashley Northcotte 
says — she explains aluminum 
represents seven per cent of 
recyclable content, and 30 per 
cent of revenue. “It’s the most 
valuable material, and can be 
used over and over,” she says. 
Murphy calls aluminum cans 
the “gold” of recycling. 

Newspaper can be recy-
cled five times, with the fibres 
getting shorter each time, until 
“trip number six is this,” says 
Murphy, holding up a mold-
ed pulp piece, like an egg car-
ton or a take-out tray for hot 
drinks.

Workers pull many plastic 
bags off the paper-sorting belt, 
some of them full of newspa-
pers. “Plastic bags are one big 
problem in recycling — they 
are the biggest contaminant 
in the program,” says Murphy. 
The bags also turn up on the 
other belts, in with blue box 
products. Murphy says people 

need to be aware that single 
use bags can be recycled, but 
they must be isolated and con-
tained. 

“Don’t put things in plastic 
bags,” says Murphy. “What we 
need people to do is put all sin-
gle-use plastic bags in one bag, 
tie it up, and put it in your grey 
box.”

Despite people’s miscon-
ceptions and mistakes with 
their recycling, Northcotte 
says 95 to 97 per cent of the 
product that arrives at the 
plant goes out to be recycled, 
the small remainder going to 
landfill.

Murphy says at least some 
of that is take-out coffee cups. 
“Oh please, no coffee cups,” 
he says with great frustration. 
“We don’t accept them here, 
but we get millions. Millions.” 
He is quick to point out, 
though, that the lids are recy-
clable.

“The biggest problem is 
the lack of sufficient knowl-
edge being given to the pub-
lic,” says Murphy, a geologist 
by training.

For example, Northcotte 
says, “nothing gets cleaned 
here, just sorted, so the clean-
er the better.” Many people 
are unaware of this, and toss 
dirty food containers into 
their bins, creating problems 
for the sorters at the other end. 
Murphy points out lids should 
be kept on water and pop bot-
tles. “Squeeze out the air so the 
bottle takes up less space, and 
put the cap back on.” he says.

On the theme of educa-
tion, all the recyclables collect-
ed from Niagara’s elementary 
schools are shipped to Buffalo. 
“The schools decided to move 
to single stream collection,” 
says Murphy, and Niagara 
Recycling has the two-stream 
model. Broken glass from a 
single-stream program is too 
much of a problem and creates 
contamination, he adds.

School groups also make 
up the bulk of the tours of the 
facility. “Last year there were 
55 tours, and 35 of them were 
schools,” says Murphy. Mem-

Lauren O’Malley
The Local

Horbach’s
Farms & Greenhouses

Located at 808 Concession 2 
between Line 6 & Line 7 
(Queenston Golf Course Rd.) 
between St. Davids and NOTL
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on now until Thursday, May 9, 2019
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Compost available
for food donation

Just in time for the gar-
dening rush, Niagara Re-
gion is giving away compost.

Organics bin waste is re-
cycled into productive and 
useful compost, and from 
May 6 to 11 Niagara resi-
dents are eligible for up to 
three 20-litre bags per day 
per vehicle, in exchange for 
a donation of non-perish-
able food items or cash in 
support of Project Share, 
The HOPE Centre, the 

Grimsby Benevolent Fund, 
and Fort Erie COPE (Com-
munity Outreach Program 
— Erie).

Compost is available at 
the recycling centre at 5030 
Montrose Rd. in Niaga-
ra Falls, the Humberstone 
landfill in Welland, and 
the Bridge Street landfill in 
Fort Erie, Monday to Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

bers of the public can register 
for tours in April and October, 
when they take place on Tues-
days and Thursdays.

A senior citizen himself, 
Murphy says most resistance 
to recycling is in older people; 
he also cites skepticism and 
disbelief.

He once followed up with 
a letter-to-the-editor-writer 
who was convinced the gar-
bage put into a garbage truck 
was neither sorted nor recy-
cled. Murphy also mentions 
his concern about the decline 
of bottle returns that could oc-
cur if alcohol is sold through 
corner stores.

“Deposits work,” he says.



12 notllocal.comMay 2, 2019                THE NOTL LOCAL

Mourning Joel Murray, 20 years later

Murray family members, including Bonnie Backshall, Pam Clarke, David Backshall, Thomas 
Murray, Wendy Murray-Nicholson with her grandson Lucas, Pamela Murray Froese with 
Tessa, and Alanda MacLachlan, gathered for the Day of Mourning service outside the Cen-
tennial Arena Sunday morning. (Penny Coles)

MPP Wayne Gates says the number of workplace injuries and deaths is still climbing in 
Ontario. (Penny Coles)

It was a grey, chilly morn-
ing Sunday, as a small, som-
bre group of about 20 people 
gathered in Virgil to remem-
ber those who were injured, 
suffered illness or died be-
cause of workplace incidents. 

Such services take place 
across the region and the 
country every year on April 
28, The National Day of 
Mourning, but in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, it is always 
a reminder of Joel Murray, 
who was crushed to death in 
1998 at the GM plant where 
he worked.

Every April since his 
death, his family has gath-
ered at the granite mon-
ument at the Centennial  
Arena, to remember their 
husband and father who 
went to work early in the 
morning that November 
and never made it to the 
arena that evening, where 
he had planned to coach his 
son’s hockey team.

“It’s hard to believe it’s 
been 20 years,” said his wife 
Wendy Murray-Nicholson, 
who was at the service, as 
she has been, since the first 
one in 1999.

Yet her daughter and son 
are proof that it has been 
that long — Pamela Murray 
Froese, then in her first year 
of high school at Niagara 
District Secondary School, 
is now a mother of four, and 
Thomas, a young hockey 
player when his father was 
killed, is a mechanic who 
can’t always get away for the 
service, but was able to take 
advantage of April 28 falling 
on a Sunday this year.

Murray-Nicholson con-
tinues to attend the service 
with her family to put a hu-
man face to the importance 

of workplace safety, and 
what can happen when rules 
are bent, leading to trag-
ic losses that should never 
have happened.

And surprisingly, the 
crowd heard Sunday, these 
losses are on the increase.

The number of workplace 
injuries and deaths have in-
creased in recent years, despite 
efforts to raise awareness, said 
MPP Wayne Gates, now the 
NDP provincial Health and 
Safety and WSIB critic.

Injuries and deaths have 
gone up 33 per cent in the 
last three years, he said, “and 
all are preventable.”

He too has attended the 
NOTL service every year 
since 1999, when he was 
president of CAW Local 199. 

As he spoke to the small 
gathering, mostly relatives 
of Wendy and Joel, whom 
Gates knew well, he recalled 
the November morning 
when he got the call from 
GM, and rushed to the plant.

“Joel didn’t have a chance 
to say ‘I love you’ to his fam-
ily before he left for work,” 
said Gates.

“He didn’t have a chance 
to say it when he got home, 
because he didn’t come 
home. He didn’t get to 
coach his son’s hockey team. 
Joel was killed on the job. I 
walked him out on a gurney 
at 10 a.m. that day.”

It was discovered lat-
er that Murray’s death was 
caused by an override switch 
which had been disabled 
without him knowing — 
that morning he had been 
sent to an area of the plant 
where he hadn’t worked for 
about a year.

“At a time in this province 
when you’d think things are 
getting better, they’re not,” 
said Gates. “They’re worse. 
We have to do more. Gov-

ernments need to under-
stand. People have an obli-
gation to show up for work 
every day, but they don’t 
have an obligation to die on 
the job. If I killed someone 
I’d go to jail. GM got fined 
$300,000, and it didn’t even 
go to the family. We had to 
fight for his pension to look 
after his family.” 

Joel never got to see his kids 
grow up, or to meet his four 
grandchildren, added Gates. 

“He never got to see 
Thomas become a mechan-
ic, all because of a switch 
that was bypassed. This af-
fects everybody, a wonder-
ful family, and the whole 
community.”

Workplace safety should 
be a “huge priority,” he said, 
“and hopefully, events like 
this one, and others across 
the region today, can help 
prevent workplace injuries.”

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
spoke of all the Town does to 
ensure the safety of its em-
ployees, and implored those 
present to never give up vigi-
lance for the safety of others.

Coun. Gary Burroughs, 
who has attended every day 
of mourning for the last 20 
years, said he was shocked 
to hear the grim statistics 
are not improving.

“I thought I’d hear it’s 
better than it was,” he said.

He recalled previous 
years when busloads of high 
school students would at-
tend the service, missing 
this year with it falling on 
the weekend.

“Many of our deaths and 
casualties are young people, 
who have been given no on-
the-job training. And there 
is no follow-up, making it 
appear that nobody cares,” he 
said. “That’s not good enough, 
not to have safety training 
for young employees. It’s not 
good enough, not to have 
training for any workers.”

Burroughs said it’s also 
not enough to have one 
day of remembrance. “We 
should be getting the mes-
sage out for all workers, all 
the days ahead.”

Organizer Sue Hutt sum-
marized the reason for the 
service with these closing 
words: “We mourn for the 
dead, but we fight for the 
living.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Walk, cycle, drive to Psychotherapy 
in the Old Town. Free Parking.

Linda Attoe, RP
905•468•0046 | www.lindaattoe.com

Serving the Niagara Region since 2005

REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

Sunday, May 5

www.ccchurch.ca

Message: 
Kevin Bayne, Pastor  

Title: 
Decision Making

Kids Programming  
Grade 8 & under
Sunday Worship 

at 10am at 434 Hunter Rd.
Offices at 

1570 Niagara Stone Rd.

ST. DAVIDS-QUEENSTON
UNITED CHURCH

1453 York Road, St. Davids
905-262-5242

www.stdavids-queenstonuc.ca
Minister: Rev Paul James
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Sunday School
Come and celebrate God’s love for us all

LOCAL WORSHIPLOCAL WORSHIP
Earn extra cash by selling 

your unwanted items in our 
CLASSIFIEDS. Contact
anna@notllocal.com

Deadline: Mondays at 3pm
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See Spot run — protect lawn from dog urine

Is your yard riddled 
with dead spots from 
your dog’s urine?

What can be done to 
stop the spots?

This is a job for 
EVOLVE Dog Spot Pre-
vent Fertilizer, not artifi-

cial turf.
Dog urine is rich in 

nitrogen, which is too 
much of a good thing 
when it comes to your 
lawn. Many dog owners 
try to combat the prob-
lem by using fertilizer, 
which is rich in nitrogen. 
They don’t realize they 
are only compounding 
the problem by adding 

more nitrogen to the soil. 
Excess nitrogen is toxic 
to grass if not digested by 
the soil.

As the destructive 
cycle of urine-fertiliz-
er-urine-fertilizer con-
tinues in a dog owner’s 
lawn, the health of the 
soil deteriorates. Urine 
spots appear and growth 
becomes sparse. Left un-

treated, the damage can 
be extremely difficult to 
undo.

Do you need to stop 
using fertilizer?

 With EVOLVE Or-
ganic Dog Spot Prevent, 
you should be able to 
cut your fertilizer appli-
cations by half or more. 
You’ll save money and 
have a greener, health-

ier lawn. EVOLVE Dog 
Spot Prevent has organ-
ic microbes that work 
in the soil to repair and 
prevent brown spots. It 
is safe for children and 
pets because it is organic. 
This product is ready to 
use, and even more im-
portant, it is easy to use. 
EVOLVE Dog Spot Pre-
vent primarily stops the 

brown from ever hap-
pening again and cor-
rects the current brown 
you already have.

After applying the 
EVOLVE Dog Spot Pre-
vent you won’t believe 
how good your lawn will 
look. The rest is history. 
Since dog owners will 
never be free from pee, 
we hope this helps.

Submitted by
Regal Florist & 
Garden Centre

HOME and GARDEN
CELEBRATE OUTDOOR LIVING

OUR CUSTOMERS ARE ALWAYS 
ON GOOD GROUND WITH US

Mulch
• Shredded Pine 
• Classic Cedar 

• Enhanced Black
• Hardwood Blend 
• Enhanced Brown 

• Composted  
Pine Bark

Soil
• Topsoil

• Triple Mix

Gravel
• 1/2” Clear 
• 3/4” Clear 

• Traffic Binder 
• Masonry Sand
• Concrete Sand 

• Screening

Delivery Available

Decorative Stone
• White Marble 
• Black Granite 
• Red Granite 
• Gold Stone 

• 1/2” Beauti-Drive 
• Silica Pebbles 
• 1” Terra Stone 

• River Rock

700 Penner St., Virgil
905.468.6242  |  pennerbuildingcentre.com

1616 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil
905.468.2181

www.regalflorist.com

TAKING YOUR GARDEN
    FROM THE

ORDINARY 
      TO THEExtraordinary

WITH REGAL

No more 
yellow spots. Ever.

DOG SPOT PREVENT
Organic Lawn Fertilizer 

with pH balancer
www.dirtngrow.com 
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‘A-door’ your front entrance again 
Refresh your front door 

with a glossy new coat of 
paint. It‘s the quickest and 
easiest way to perk up a 
home’s exterior, extend a 
warm welcome, and make a 
lasting first impression. 

Aura Grand Entrance is 
the perfect paint to create 
that lasting impression. It 
brings rich, vivid colour and 
exceptional durability to 
doors and trim.

Inspired by fine Europe-
an door and trim enamel, 
Aura Grand Entrance cures 
to a lustrous finish that lends 
your home a look of ele-
gance and luxury. Specially 
formulated to retain colour 
integrity and gloss, this 
enamel is easy to apply, has 
excellent hide, and is avail-
able in thousands of colours. 

Having trouble deciding 
on the hue that’s right for 
you? Here are some helpful 
tips from Benjamin Moore: 

Most exterior paint co-
lours and materials lean 
toward neutral shades, so 
a colourful front door is a 
chance to express your per-
sonal style through a central 

exterior architectural fea-
ture.

Adding a statement co-
lour to the front door is 
comparable to what a silk 
scarf or tie does for an out-
fit — a small dose of colour 
can do wonders to uplift the 
facade of a home while com-
plementing the architecture 
and surrounding landscape.

Hot shots of red, yel-
low or orange are naturally 
warm and exuberant. Viv-
id accent colours make a 
strong design statement but 
mix surprisingly well with 
most other shades, especial-
ly the neutrals most often 
used as the primary colour 
of a house.

Take your colour cues 
from inside the house to 
pick a paint colour you’ll 
love. Think about the co-
lours of the space your door 
will open into. Pull a strong 
accent colour from those 
spaces for colour continu-
ity or choose a more sat-
urated shade of a primary 
interior colour. And don’t 
worry about fading. Ben-
jamin Moore Aura Grand 
Entrance is as durable as it is 
beautiful.

If your front door is not 

so grand, then you just may 
be a candidate for our Ugly 
Door Contest. The winner 
will receive a free quart of 
our Aura Grand Entrance.

Here’s how to enter:
1.Take a photo of your 

door that needs some love.
2. Upload the photo to 

Facebook or Instagram.
3. Tag @creekroad-

paints in the photo with the 
hashtag #upacreek

4. Submit photo before 
June 1.  

For more exterior pal-
ettes and projects, visit the 
design staff at Creek Road 
Paints, or book an in-home 
consultation today.

There’s always something 
Moore to learn in-store.

Submitted by
Creek Road Paints

HOME and GARDEN
CELEBRATE OUTDOOR LIVING

905.468.2412

We’ve Moved up the Creek to

Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil

Follow Us On #upacreek

NEWSCAPE CONTRACTING

Landscaping Excellence 
Creative Solutions•Quality Workmanship

Specializing in Fencing

OUR SERVICES

905-931-NEWS (6397)
newscapecontracting.ca 

info@newscapecontracting.ca

• Decks
• Landscape Design 
 and Installation

• Fencing
• Walkways and  
 Patios
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The health benefits 
of having wood floors 

Turn small garden
into a cosy oasis

If you suffer from sea-
sonal allergies, you may 
wonder when you’ll find 
relief. People with spring, 
fall, or even winter aller-
gies might catch a break 
during their off-seasons, 
but for those who expe-
rience allergy symptoms 
year-round, it’s a constant 
battle. 

But what if we told you 
that the type of flooring 
you choose for your home 
could have an impact? 
Wood floors may just be 
the cure for not only your 
dated decor, but your al-
lergies as well. Wood di-
rectly impacts indoor air 
quality. Wood floors can 
significantly improve in-
door air quality when 
compared to other floor-
ing options. 

While outdoor aller-
gens can be hard to con-
trol, there are ways to 
minimize the impact of 

Sacrificing square foot-
age doesn’t mean you have 
to give up the idea of a lush 
and welcoming garden. In 
fact, with small garden de-
sign, many of the basic prin-
ciples still apply. There are, 
however, some rules to con-
sider when making the most 
of a small garden footprint.

Start with the view 
from inside. Grab a mug 
of something soothing and 
take a seat in your favour-
ite chair looking out into 
the garden. Consider this 
perspective as you begin to 
design or revamp your gar-
den, and think about how 
this view will be impacted 
and enhanced.

Dream big, then scale 
down. Small gardens can 
be just as dynamic as their 
larger counterparts. While 
you’re dreaming, think 
about how space will be 
used. Take note of things 
like how often you’d like to 

allergens that occur in-
doors. All the triggers 
for most air-borne aller-
gens can accumulate in-
doors. They can gather 
on clothing, in your hair, 
on furniture, on window 
coverings, on bedding, on 
walls, and on flooring. 

Frequent dusting, vac-
uuming, and washing will 
minimize many indoor 
allergies, but these activ-
ities also can stir them 
up. One way to prevent 
allergens altogether is to 
eliminate many of the ar-
eas where they can accu-
mulate. Flooring is one 
area of the indoor envi-
ronment where a number 
of indoor allergens can be 
controlled. 

Certain types of floor-
ing, such as carpet, are 
simply better gathering 
places for allergens. Small 
microorganisms, pollen, 
dust, dust mites, mold, 
animal dander, and other 
substances tend to accu-
mulate in carpet fibers.

Other flooring types, 

entertain outdoors, wheth-
er you’d like a water feature, 
statuary, or architectural 
features. List everything 
you’d like your garden to 
have, and then look for in-
spiration online or in mag-
azines for how other gar-
deners have shrunk these 
classic elements down to 
scale.

Go easy with colour. 
Choose monochromat-
ic, cooler colour schemes 
like greens, purples, blues, 
or silvers versus a riot of 
colour so the garden feels 
more open and your de-
sign more cohesive. A bold 
statement colour as an ac-
cent will create more im-
pact than a sea of bright, 
flashy tones.

Consider privacy. Small 
gardens often mean closer 
neighbours. As you begin 
to dream about your de-
sign, take note of where 
you might be able to create 
some privacy with archi-
tectural details, trees, or 
shrubs.

Containers are versatile. 

such as wood, tend to min-
imize the accumulation of 
allergens because there 
are no fibers to trap these 
substances. Taking steps 
to minimize these kinds of 
allergens can result in im-
proved indoor air quality. 

Wood floors, or any 
other hard surface floor-
ing, such as vinyl or lam-
inate, are hypoallergenic, 
which is a huge advan-
tage for allergy sufferers. 
Wood floors do not har-
bor microorganisms or 
pesticides tracked in from 
outdoors as other floor-
ing options can. They also 
minimize the accumula-
tion of dust, mold, and 
animal dander, which im-
proves overall indoor air 
quality. 

The benefits of hard-
wood flooring are re-
markable when you think 
about it. What other floor-
ing option never goes out 
of style, matches every de-
cor, is so easy to maintain, 
and can help snooze your 
achoos?  (VIA:NWFA)

Planters and containers can 
be easily moved and will 
change the look of your 
garden. Remember to stick 
within your colour scheme 
to maintain the cohesive 
design.

Come see us. Ask your 
friendly local expert for 
advice on the best plants 
for small gardens. The 
award-winning Mori Gar-
dens design team can help 
you select plants that will 
create maximum impact 
and suit your level of gar-
dening experience and in-
terest. We will assist you 
with your garden from start 
to finish, with a design that 
works within your budget.

A small garden has 
great potential to satisfy the 
imagination of any garden-
er. Enjoy the process of col-
lecting inspiration, dream-
ing up your ideal outdoor 
space, and discovering how 
to make the most of your 
personal cosy oasis. Don’t 
forget Mori Gardens is 
available to help bring your 
dream garden to life.

Submitted by
Imperial Hardwood 

Flooring

Submitted by
Catharine Skinner, 

Mori Gardens

HOME and GARDEN
CELEBRATE OUTDOOR LIVING

Imperial Hardwood Flooring
Sales & Installations

580 Read Rd., St. Catharines
905-937-2189  |  ihf@vaxxine.com

Showroom Hours: 
Mon-Fri 9:30 to 5, Saturday 9:30 to 1

Family Business offering 
FREE estimates - no obligation

New hardwood, laminate or cork flooring, to suit your 

style and budget with quality customer service.

WE’LL MOVE AND RETURN YOUR 

LARGE/HEAVY PIECES OF FURNITURE 

DURING THE WORK FREE OF CHARGE!
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Tim Balasiuk collected a significant amount of litter in 10 minutes along the beach at Queen’s 
Royal Park. (Lauren O’Malley)

Tim Balasiuk is helping organize a waterfront cleanup, be-
ginning at Queen’s Royal Park. (Lauren O’Malley)
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Waterfront cleanup organized for Sunday
As a kid growing up 

in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Tim Balasiuk remem-
bers the local Heifetz 
family fondly. He says 
they started an eco-fibre 
company, and preached 
all things green.

“There’s a picture 
of me at 12 years old at 
their plant-a-tree, get-a-
tree Earth Day event at 
Simcoe Park.”

He credits the Heif-
etz’s strength in their be-
liefs for his own passion 
for the environment — a 
passion which led to a 
sense of responsibility. 
“I remember that stuff 
from when I was young, 
but I have found that 
since then these things 
have been overlooked,” 
he says.

When he started Pad-
dle Niagara six years 
ago, Balasiuk spent a 
lot of time at the wa-
ter’s edge. Unable to 
ignore the amount of 
waste washing up on 
our beaches, he decided 
to do something about 
it. He pulled together a 
team of friends, and they 
collected shorefront gar-
bage, mainly from near 
the first hole of the local 
golf course, he says.

They continued to do 

this annually, relatively 
unofficially. Then two 
years ago, Balasiuk says 
he was scoping out the 
beach at Queen’s Roy-
al Park, thinking about 
where he and his friends 
might start their annual 
cleanup, when he stum-
bled upon a sign that 
read, “Cleanup in prog-
ress, feel free to join.” 
He learned the group 
was led by the Toron-
to-based group A Green-
er Future, as part of their 
many-stop “around 
the lake” endeavour. “I 
joined in, and then I 
thanked them on Twit-
ter — and that started a 
relationship.”

Balasiuk decided to 
partner with AGF, with 
a “better together” view-
point. “We collaborated; it 
just made sense,” he says.

He praises the young 
company, impressed by 
the founder’s dedica-
tion and success. “They 
sort, recycle and cata-
logue everything that 
gets collected,” he says. 
According to Balasi-
uk, last year — the first 
year of the collaboration 
— more than 50 volun-
teers turned up to pick 
up. “We’ve found every-
thing from bicycles to 
car parts, even old rebar 
from old footings and 
moorings.” 

While many fami-
lies climbed the rocks 
at Queen’s Royal Park, 
pulling dozens of wa-
ter bottles, straws, and 
cigarette butts from 
the spaces between the 
stones, Balasiuk and his 
friends went out in a 
“tinny” — an aluminum 
boat the kayaker calls his 
“dirt bike of the river.”

They collected trash 
from further along the 
shoreline, along the golf 
course and into Niagara 
Shores Park, returning 
with the boat fully loaded.

AGF provides all of 
the equipment neces-
sary: gloves, mechanical 
pickers, and bags. This 
year’s cleanup will take 
place on Sunday May 5, 
from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
Balasiuk encourages 
families to participate, 
and says, “everyone will 
know where to go,” after 
the 15-minute orienta-
tion talk at the begin-
ning. 

“Bring your boat, 
we’ll find you a spot,” 
says Balasiuk about any-
one who might want to 
participate on the wa-
ter. “And if you have 
the gumption to go pick 
up along the shoreline 
further along, contact 
us and we’ll arrange to 
bring it back to Queen’s 
Royal Park,” he says, al-

lowing that some people 
may have alternative ar-
eas on which they’d like 
to focus.

“If anyone doesn’t 
want to come to Queen’s 
Royal park but wants to 
go to Niagara Shores or 
another public proper-
ty, contact us and we’ll 
come and find you on 
the water at about 12:30.” 
He also includes private 
waterfront property in 
his offer. Balasiuk can 
be reached at 905-401-
7879.

Follow Paddle Niaga-
ra and A Greener Future 
on social media to watch 
the progress and learn 
more about the process.

Lauren O’Malley
The Local

we can help 
ease what  

you spend on 
electricity. 
For good! 

Or call 1-855-494-FUND

Your electric utility and community services 
are working together to help households 
lower their electricity bill through energy-
efficient improvements.

If the cost of energy- 
saving upgrades are 
out of reach, Ontario’s 
new AffordAbility Fund 
is here for you. 

We’re here to help:

Visit AffordAbilityFund.org

Have a conversation 
about your energy use

See which energy-
saving products  
you qualify for

1
2
3

Reach out to us

AffordAbility FundTM is a trade-mark of Affordability Fund Trust, used under 
license. The AffordAbility Fund is run by the Affordability Fund Trust and 
supported by funding from the Government of Ontario. 
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Drea’s Sauvignon Blanc release expected Friday
THE NOTL LOCAL                May 2, 2019

After a period of grieving 
for her father, Andrea Kaiser 
now draws comfort from be-
ing able to talk about him.

She loves to tell the per-
sonal stories that represent the 
Karl Kaiser she remembers, 
not as a pioneer of the Cana-
dian wine industry, but as the 
loving, funny and highly intel-
ligent “grounding force” of the 
family who loved to debate 
and discuss all kinds of issues.

To honour those memo-
ries of her father, who died in 
November 2017, to fulfill her 
dream and carry on a family 
legacy, she is launching a vir-
tual wine company, with her 
first vintage expected to be 
available to the public Friday.

As befitting International 
Sauvignon Blanc Day, and in 
honour of Karl and his deter-
mination to create the perfect 
“batch” in his home cellar of 
the wine he knew was a fa-
vourite of Andrea and her 
mother, the first release of the 
Drea’s Wine Co. is a Sauvi-
gnon Blanc.

“I’m dedicating it to my fa-
ther who, along with my fam-
ily, affectionately called me 
Drea,” she said.

One of the stories she loves 
to relate is the annual ritual 
that occurred when his cellar 
wine was ready for tasting. It 
was so important to him that 
she and her mother like it he 
was nervous to see their reac-
tions, and Andrea liked to give 
him a hard time, particularly 
about the sugar content. She 

would tease him about it, re-
minding him they liked their 
wine “bone dry” and without 
oak, as if he could forget.

Drea’s sauv blanc has clas-
sic gooseberry notes — her 
cousin’s beautiful gooseberry 
etchings adorn the label de-
signed by her brother Max 
— in memory of her father’s 
fondness for the fruit. And it 
is fermented in stainless steel, 
of course, with a “very, very” 
small touch of residual sugar, 
she said. 

Referring to her brother 
and sister, Andrea says, “we’ve 
all ended up in the industry, 
and it was our father’s contri-
bution to the wine industry 
in the early days that allowed 
us to live here and work here. 
This has been a wonderful 
spin-off for us. The amazing 
foresight of Donald (Ziraldo) 
and my dad have created this 
economic viability in the wine 
sector.”

“The most amazing part” 
of her journey to launch her 
own wine, she said, is it’s giv-
ing her the opportunity to talk 
about her dad, to laugh a lit-
tle, and to reflect on the good 
times growing up.

“I think the biggest rev-
elation to all of us after he 
was gone was how much we 
relied on him, that this quiet 
person we knew, and had al-
ways appreciated, was such a 
grounding force in our fami-
ly. He has been honoured as a 
winemaker, but as my brother 
said, it’s more important for us 
that people know what a great 
father and grandfather he was, 
and that his family was so im-

portant to him,” she said.
“Our family gatherings 

were never quiet. There was 
always a lot of bantering and 
discussion — sometimes heat-
ed discussion. He encouraged 
us to think and to debate. He 
was an incredibly intelligent 
man. That’s how we grew up, 
appreciating that culture of de-
bate. Over the years there were 
probably 30 different students 
living with us at one time or 
another, from different coun-
tries. Some were exchange 
students, some winemaking 
students from Austria or Ger-
many. My dad loved to share 
his knowledge, and he was 
very passionate about learn-
ing.”

The opportunity to talk 
about him is even more mean-
ingful because his personality 
meant he often took a back 
seat in his career, said Andrea.

“He was reserved and 
very humble. For us, this is a 
chance to celebrate all he did.”

Her foray into winemak-
ing has been supported by 
her family, and also by Klaus 
Reif and winemaker Roberto 
DiDomenico, who have been 
behind her all the way.

The culture of the wine 
industry, going back to its ear-
liest days, was one of congeni-
ality and support among col-
leagues, she said, and Reif and 
DiDomenico grew up in that 
atmosphere of mutual respect 
and working together to build 
the industry. 

“I can’t thank them 
enough, they’ve been so com-
pletely supportive. I feel so 
fortunate to be there.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Andrea Kaiser has planned the release of her first wine this Friday, International Sauvignon 
Blanc Day. There has been a delay with the labels, but they are on track to be completed 
and affixed to the bottles by the end of the week. (Photo supplied)

Dorie Barratt, Paulette Peggs and Helena Copeland say items for the sale can be dropped 
off Friday, May 10, at the Queenston Library. (Penny Coles)

Queenston prepares for
annual garden sale

A decade-old tradition 
continues in Queenston with 
its popular spring garden sale.

It’s the sixth annual event, 
but it has been alternating 
in recent years with the art 
show, says Helena Copeland, 
one of the organizers.

It’s run by the Queenston 
Residents Association, and 
will take place Saturday, May 
11, from 9 a.m. to noon, in-
side the Queenston Library.

They always have some 

good, gently used lawn 
furniture, gardening tools 
and plants available, said 
Copeland — donated by 
community members and 
priced to sell.

Anyone with items to do-
nate is encouraged to bring 
them to the library Friday, 
May 10, when volunteers will 
be on hand to set up for the 
event, she said.

Money raised goes back 
to the community, but there 
is no one special need identi-
fied yet, said Copeland. 

A grinder will be available 

to sharpen tools, and coffee 
and fresh muffins will be sold.

It’s a great community 
event villagers look forward 
to, and all are welcome, Cope-
land said. “Like our spaghetti 
dinner, it’s an opportunity for 
the community to come to-
gether.” The spaghetti dinner 
is Friday night, May 3, from 
5 to 7 p.m. at the Queenston 
Fire Hall. Tickets are $10 for 
adults and $5 for children 
aged 12 and under.

The Queenston Library 
is on Queenston Street at the 
corner of Dumfries Street.

Penny Coles
The Local
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On Saturday, a team of members, including Bill Nicol and Dave Coney, was ready to put the 
Smugglers Cove docks into the river — but the river was full of ice, with more on its way. 
Placing the docks has been postponed for another week, to protect them from potential 
damage from fast-moving ice chunks. (Lauren O’Malley)

The view across the Niagara River from Queenston to Lewiston shows how much ice was 
making its way to Lake Ontario Saturday. (Fred Mercnik)

People strolling along the beach at Queen’s Royal Park get a good view of the ice chunks 
making their way from the Niagara River into Lake Ontario.  (Tony Chisholm)

An unusual amount of ice made its way to Lake Ontario this weekend, causing sailing races 
to be cancelled Sunday. (Tony Chisholm)
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Ice in Niagara River attracts attention
Vehicles were pulling 

over along the Niagara 
River Parkway Saturday 
to take photos of the ice in 
the river, a sight not often 
seen in recent years.

Ed McIlroy, general 
manager of the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake Sailing 
Club, said the  ice boom 
was removed from Lake 
Erie Monday, April 21. 

The ice boom is put in 
every December to stop 
shoreline erosion along 
the Niagara River, and to 
protect hydropower op-
erations downstream. It’s 
removed by the New York 
Power Authority some-
time between February 
and May.

In recent years, there 
hasn’t been a lot of ice 
makes its way down the 
river to Lake Ontario — 
the wind usually blows it 

back into Lake Erie, McIl-
roy said.

It’s unusual, but not 
unheard-of to see this 
much ice in the river, he 
said. “In the late 80s and 
through the 90s you’d see 
it every year, but not re-
cently.”

The sailing club puts in 
its own ice boom to protect 
boats in the water, he said.

Racing at the sailing 
club was cancelled Sunday 
because of the ice.

Penny Coles
The Local
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to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Feature your business in our

The full page is 
made up of a 

HALF PAGE AD 
and 

HALF PAGE ARTICLE 
Article word count: 450-500

Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h
Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact

Karen at 905•641•5335   
or karen@notllocal.com
Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 905•934•1040
or julia@notllocal.com
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm
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Walkers from 10 years old to senior citizens walked for four days last week to raise money for students in need, including some in Niagara. (Penny Coles)
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Students walk to help other students in need
When about 75 wet 

and bedraggled walkers 
of all ages made their 
way through the rain to 
the St. Davids Lions Club 
Friday, spirits were high, 
with the end of a long 
fundraising trek in reach.

Waiting for them in 
St. Davids, and again lat-
er in the day at the bot-
tom of Clifton Hill, were 
members of the Educa-
tion Foundation of Ni-
agara, one of the organi-
zations benefitting from 
the fundraiser.

The walk has become 
an annual event orga-
nized by the DeSantos 
Foundation in Toronto, 
where it begins. Estab-
lished by the owner of a 
martial arts school, the 
foundation supports stu-
dent needs, providing 
scholarships, purchasing 
computer equipment, 
promoting anti-bullying, 
and supporting breakfast 
programs.

The four-day walk 
ended Friday in Niaga-
ra Falls, with a stop for 
lunch in St. Davids be-

fore participants headed 
off to Clifton Hill.

Of the 75 people on 
the last stretch of the 
140-kilometre trek, from 
students to grandparents, 
15 of them had walked 
the entire distance, stay-
ing in hotels overnight. 
Others had done legs of 
the journey and were 
there for the finish, said 
Katrina Mintis, one of 
the DeSantos Foundation 
team members. She was 
at the Lions hall organiz-
ing lunch for the walkers, 
the youngest of whom is 
10, she said, the oldest in 
his 70s.

The goal of the fund-
raiser is $30,000 — the 
most raised so far is 
$26,000 — and donations 
can be received until June.

“The route of the walk 
is always pretty much 
the same,” said Mintis. 
“It goes from Toron-
to to Oakville the first 
day, then to Grimsby, St. 
Catharines and finishes 
up in Niagara Falls at the 
bottom of Clifton Hill.”

In past years, walkers 
have gone through hail 
and snow, so “absolutely 
it’s been worse” than last 

week’s trek, which saw 
rain, but wasn’t too cold. 
“Whatever they face, the 
walkers are always in 
good spirits,” she added.

Greeting arrivals to the 
York Road hall were Nicole 
Smith, the education and 
communications officer of 
the Education Foundation 
of Niagara, and Donna Ab-
ernethy, the EFN program 
coordinator. Executive di-
rector Laura Byers planned 
to be at the finish line later 
in the day.

The vision of the EFN, 
to create a community 
where every student has 
access to all the enrich-
ing opportunities school 
life offers, is closely 
aligned with the goals 
for the DeSantos Foun-
dation, said Smith. The 
Niagara charity receives 
no government funding, 
and works in partnership 
with the district school 
board to help students 
across the region.

Last year was the ninth 
annual DeSantos walk, 
but the first year a dona-
tion was made to the EFN, 
which received $3,000 
from the event. The mon-
ey went toward student 
bursaries for post-sec-
ondary education, and 
helped students in finan-
cial need in more direct 
ways, through the board 
and local schools, said 
Smith. A cheque for the 
same amount was expect-
ed Friday.

Parents across the re-
gion, including Niaga-

ra-on-the-Lake, may look 
like they are coping well 
on the outside but can be 
struggling financially, she 
said. “You can’t judge need 

by outward appearances. 
Parents can find them-
selves in difficulty for many 
different reasons — job loss 
and ill health among them 

— we see some very unfor-
tunate circumstances.”

To make a donation, 
visit www.desantos.ca/an-
nual-fundraising-walks/.

Penny Coles
The Local

Advertise in our 

LOCAL 
CELEBRATIONS

Contact: anna@notllocal.com
Pricing starts at $20. 

Deadline is Monday at 3pm

GRADUATION

ANNIVERSARY

DEBBIE

Celebrate your 

happy moments with 

the NOTL LOCAL!

Katrina Mintis

Whatever they
face, the walkers are always

in good spirits. 
“ 

”
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A Town committee has been established to improve the Upper Canada Trail.  (Tony 
Chisholm)

Armour stone was delivered as part of the project to rehabilitate the trail. (Tony Chisholm)

The Upper Canada Trail follows the old Erie and Ontario Railway line.  (Photo courtesy of the Niagara Historical Museum)
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Heritage Trail follows former railway line
Historic through-way remains 
important to NOTL residents

The present-day Heritage 
Trail in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
follows the historic line of the 
old Erie and Ontario Railway, 
later the Michigan Central 
Railroad, which provided a 
connection for steamship pas-
sengers coming from Toronto 
to Niagara Falls, Buffalo and 
beyond for nearly 100 years.

The Erie and Ontario Rail-
way line, constructed into Ni-
agara (NOTL today) in 1854, 
was built to compete with 
the Welland Canal for trans-
porting goods and passengers 
across the peninsula, until rail 
service was discontinued in 
the late 1950s.

The Erie and Ontario 
actually dated from 1839 as 
a horse-drawn tramway be-
tween Chippewa and Queen-
ston to supplement the Por-
tage Road around the falls. In 
these early days the rails were 
of wood, strapped with iron, 
and the carriages were drawn 
by two or three horses hitched 
one ahead of the other. But by 
the time the line was extended 
to Niagara, by Samuel Zim-
merman in 1854, the train in-
corporated a steam engine on 
iron rails. The first steam en-
gine was the Clifton, built in 
Manchester New Hampshire 
in 1854. This historic rail-
way — only the third steam 
railway in Ontario — went 
through many ownership 
changes in the 19th century.

During the First World 
War, a spur line serviced 

Camp Niagara, where troops 
were trained before embark-
ing for the battlefields of Eu-
rope.

From the 1880s into the 
early 20th century the Niagara 
Navigation Company brought 
thousands of passengers to 
Niagara, where the train met 
them at the docks and then 
provided the transportation 
to Niagara Falls. Many people 
would sail on the early steam-
er from Toronto then take the 
train to Niagara Falls for a day 
trip and return to board the 
late steamer home.

There is a lot of history 
connected with this route 
which has contributed sig-
nificantly to the development 
of the town. After the rails 
were lifted in the 1960s the 
land reverted to the Region 
and eventually to the Town of 
NOTL.

This trail along the old rail-
way line starts at John Street, 
and is well-defined and well-
used until East and West line. 
From there it travels to the 
east side, along Concession 1 
(Railway Street) and passes by 
vineyards and the finest farm-
land in the province, all the 
way to York Road. The whole 
trail is 20 metres (66 feet) wide 
and more than 10 kilometres 
long. 

In 2017, a subcommit-
tee was established as part of 
NOTL’s 150th celebrations 
committee with the objective 
of organizing and promoting 
a significant legacy project 
for NOTL. During a meeting 
with representatives from the 

St. Davids Ratepayers Asso-
ciation in 2016, it was noted 
that the trail following the old 
railroad right-of-way along 
Concession 1, known as the 
Upper Canada Heritage Trail, 
needed rehabilitation and re-
pair. The committee decided 
that the repair and re-estab-
lishment of the trail would be 
a viable legacy project.  Many 
parts of this trail are unique 
and beautiful and need to be 
restored before it is completely 
overgrown and lost.

The Heritage Trail is used 
by individuals and groups, 
including hikers and the lo-
cal equestrian club, and im-
proving this property fits well 
with the Town’s objectives 
to provide a route for active 
transportation and a safe 
passage along Concession 1. 
The support for the project 
has been extremely positive, 
including among residents 
from Queenston, St. Davids 
and Old Town. A Town heri-
tage trail committee has been 
created to raise community 
awareness and its need for re-
pair and rehabilitation.

The committee is engag-
ing town council and staff for 
support for the repairs as well 
as funding opportunities and 
sponsorships. 

Visit www.heritagetrail.ca 
for more information and to 
get involved in efforts to reha-
bilitate the trail.

“Thanks to Rick Meloen 
and Cheryl Morris for their in-
put and contributions.” — Tony 
Chisholm

Tony Chisholm
Special to The Local
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Tyler Nauta works on a marble run. (All photos supplied)

Logan Rossi using Scratch to code. 

Annie Marriott has a solid plan for her marble run.

Daniel Carr attempts a spaghetti tower (harder than you think).

John Dixon and Nathan Lambert work on a Lego 
challenge.

Haylee Dick makes an Ozobot maze for the Easter Bunny.

Marty Sherlock sews her own scrunchie.Benjamin Gray codes an Ozobot playground.

Annie Marriott, Hayden Neufeld and Charlie Gale work on a 
Snap Circuit project.

Lucy Beccario and Sienna Salter dig into a Snap Circuit project.

Welcome to the Crossroads Makerspace
The Library Learning 

Commons at Crossroads 
isn’t just a place for great 
books (although we have 
many of those). 

The Learning Commons 
hosts a variety of STEM 
(science, technology, engi-
neering and mathematics) 
activities during class time 
and breaks, now for the sec-
ond year. 

Here are some highlights:

Ozobots: These are eas-
ily the most popular items 
— little programmable ro-
bots that follow a marker 
line and can be coded with 
colours or by using the pro-
gram Ozoblockly.  Students 
have learned a lot about 
coding and transferring 
data using these ping pong 
ball-sized gizmos.

Snap Circuits: Another 
popular choice for all age 
groups, snap circuits have 
students exploring a va-
riety of electrical circuits 

Alison Bereczky 
Crossroads Public School

CROSSROADS  
PUBLIC SCHOOL
CROSSROADS  

PUBLIC SCHOOL

that can create sound ef-
fects and run motors.

Lego: This is probably 
the most versatile item in 
our Makerspace. We have 
used Lego for maze-mak-
ing, stop motion anima-
tion and several building 
challenges.

Scratch Coding: M.I.T. 
launched this coding site 
and students have used 
this with great success. Get 
as simple or complicated 
as you like, and make your 
own games (or play some-

one else’s).
Fiber Fridays: During 

breaks on Friday, students 
are invited to join in and 
use a variety of materials 
for some low-tech mak-
er magic.  We have sewn, 
knitted, spool-knitted and 
crocheted.

No Makerspace sus-
tains itself, and we are so 
grateful for the donations 
of yarn, fabric, ribbon, 
craft supplies and beads 
that families have so gen-
erously sent in.
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Visit us online at: 

www.notllocal.comClassified deadline:  
Mondays at 3pm 

Contact: 
anna@notllocal.com

Rental space for a counsellor/
therapist focusing on spiritu-
al,  emotional and/or mental 
health and well-being. Rates 
vary from $20 to $25/hour. 
Variable rates and times can 
be discussed. If interested, call 
Karen at 289-868-9800.

HALL FOR RENT (for all  
occasions). Complete facility 
with kitchen. St. Davids Lions 
Hall, 1462 York Road, St. 
Davids. Call 905-262-4844; 
please ask for Trish.

RENTAL SPACE

FUNERAL SERVICES

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS
1 Scorch
5  Constructor
10  Antarctic sea
14  Trusted assistant
15  Handy
16  Very dark
17  Please answer
18  Civil wrongs
19  On-screen Bean
20  Tire inflation measure
21  Close
22  Ready to entertain
24  Brace
26  Circumspect
27  Closer
29  Prickly seed vessel
30  Musical collections
31  Type of lamp
32  Campus house, maybe
36  Troubles
37  Inordinate
39  Make over
40  Sediment
41  Short dog with a flat 

muzzle
42  Taken in
44  Surrender

45  Not alee
46  Close to the coast
50  Held fast
51  People found in the 

Horn of Africa
52  Puts on
53  Global currency body
56  Fine
57  Yellow-green color
59  Hard up
60  Sack
61  Enthuses wildly
62  Toothpaste container
63  Minnesota ---, pool player
64  Moves back and forth
65  Aide (Abbr.)

DOWN
1  Complain
2  Convicted spy Alger ---
3  Recommended
4  Agent
5  Convent heads
6  Entangled
7  “Slaughterhouse Five” 

author --- Vonnegut
8  Time in Boston
9  Ability
10  Vertical pipe

11  Upright
12  Edible ray
13  Ecclesiastical council
21  Appear
23  Average golf score
25  Tie up
26  Recognized leader
27  Pin down
28  Fashion magazine
29  Emblem
32  Scowl
33  Spiritual
34  Yemeni port
35  Sweeney ---
38  Uncovered
43  Literary work
44  Mountain pass
46  Has gone
47  Cell maker
48  Well turned out
49  Ira ---, Iwo Jima  

flagraiser
50  Small flock
52  Prima donna
54  Rabbles
55  Abrade
58  Statute
59  Harper Valley org.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Across: 1 Char, 5 Maker, 10 Ross, 14 Aide, 15 Of use, 16 Inky,  
17 R S V P, 18 Torts, 19 Sean, 20 P s i, 21 Shut, 22 Open to, 24 Steel,  
26 Guarded, 27 Nearer, 29 Burr, 30 Albums, 31 Arc, 32 Frat, 36 Ills,  
37 Undue, 39 Redo, 40 Lees, 41 Pug, 42 Fooled, 44 Cede,  
45 Upwind,  46 Inshore, 50 Clung, 51 Somali, 52 Dons, 53 I M F,  
56 Okay, 57 Olive, 59 Poor, 60 Fire, 61 Raves, 62 Tube, 63 Fats,  
64 Sways, 65 Asst.  

Down: 1 Carp, 2 Hiss, 3 Advisable, 4 Rep, 5 Mother superiors,  
6 Afoul, 7 Kurt, 8 E S T, 9 Resourcefulness, 10 Riser, 11 On end,  
12 Skate, 13 Synod, 21 Seem, 23 Par, 25 Truss, 26 Guru, 27 Nail,  
28 Elle, 29 Badge, 32 Frown, 33 Religious, 34 Aden, 35 Todd, 38 Nude, 43 Opus, 44 Col, 46 Is off, 
47 Nokia, 48 Smart, 49 Hayes, 50 Covey, 52 Diva, 54 Mobs, 55 Fret, 58 Law, 59 P-T A.

HUGE 
2 DAY IN-HOME SALE

SATURDAY MAY 4 AND SUNDAY MAY 5
10 am – 4 pm

QUALITY LADIES’ FASHIONS,DESIGNER 
ACCESSORIES, ART and ANTIQUES

39 Colonel Cohoe St. (at Niven) NOTL

DON’T 
MISS OUT  

DON’T 
MISS OUT  CASH 

ONLY

Niagara’s Premier Affordable Funeral Alternative

Compassionate Service 
for Considerably Less

Typical Savings of 30-50% 
Vs. Traditional Service Providers
 Memorial Service   Traditional Funeral 

 Graveside Service   Immediate Cremation    Celebration Of Life
Serving the entire Niagara Region

1-52 Scott Street West, St. Catharines
(between Ontario Street & South Service Road)

info@CCBSCares.ca  •  289-362-1144  •  CCBSCares.ca

Holly  
Prince-Jensen

Licenced 
Funeral Director

Bruce Keating 
McClelland

Licenced 
Funeral Director

ITEMS FOR SALE

MELOEN, Daniela “Ella” Adriana 
It is with great sadness that we announce the peaceful 
passing of Daniela on Tuesday, April 23, 2019 at the 
St. Catharines General Hospital. Daniela was born on 
November 3, 1942, in Rilland Bath, the Netherlands. 
She immigrated with her family to Canada in 1952. 
The family was on the Troup farm for one year before 
moving to St. Catharines and then eventually settling in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Ella is survived by her daughters 
Laura Fakla and Christina Michael, grandson Matteo 
Bombelli, sister Nancy Wilkes and brother Rick Meloen 
(Janet). She is predeceased by her father Jan (1963), 
son Michael (1968), sister Ineke (1997) and mother Ida 
(2002). Daniela was a long-time resident of Niagara-

on-the-Lake where she worked for many years in the hospitality industry. A word 
of thanks to the Oncology Department at St. Catharines General Hospital and the 
Palliative Homecare Team. A service of remembrance will be held on Wednesday 
May 1, 2019 at 2 p.m. at Faith Fellowship Christian Reformed Church, 4878 Jepson 
St., Niagara Falls. In lieu of flowers, donations to the Rankin Cancer Run would be 
appreciated. Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at: 

www.morseandson.com 

OBITUARY
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Tim Tranter
Lawn  •  Garden  •  Property

Maintenance  •  Security Checks

  905.325.2607

Dionne’s 
HAULAGE & 
RECYCLING
Serving Niagara-on-the-lake since 2011
• Competitive rates on junk removal
• Free scrap metal pick up
• Yard clean up
• We buy scrap cars

Call Andrew 
905.371.6445

289-690-3899
NOTLcarservice@

gmail.com

Airports, Wine Tours, 
Functions etc.

Based in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

NIAGARA PRIVATE CAR SERVICE

Attention to detail with 
the customer in mind

Painting by Steve

office: 289-723-6498 or cell: 905-630-7630
paintedbysteve@gmail.com

• Over 20 Years Experience
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Drywall Repairs
• Low Rates, Fully Insured

Call today for your FREE estimate!

- tires
- brakes
- oil changes
- exhaust
- suspension

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

CAUGHILL AUTO
256 EAST WEST LINE, VIRGIL 

905-934-1941

Revel Realty Inc. Brokerage
905-357-1700 (office)

Your Neighbour
Andrew Perrie
Sales Representative

905-380-6702 (cell) andrew@revelrealty.ca

“Quality Workmanship...Fair Prices”
TERRY PHELAN  289-931-2750

Tree Trimming & Removal - New Lawns Sod 
or Seed - Fences & Decks - Hardscaping  

Interlocking Brick / Retaining Walls 
Complete Landscaping Packages
Lawn & Garden Bed Maintenance

Terry Phelan LandscapingTerry Phelan Landscaping

Fast Reliable 
Service. 

Free Estimates. 
Insured.

TREE
SERVICE

289-241-5879

WATERSCAPES/POND SWATERSCAPES/POND S
CREATIVE WATER GARDENSCREATIVE WATER GARDENS

Lee Manning • 905.468.7618 • jeanniemanning@hotmail.com
Ponds | Streams | Water Falls | Design | Build | Repair | Maintain

To advertise 
your company in

LOCAL 
BUSINESS

contact: 
anna@notllocal.com 

or 905.932.2518

LOCAL BUSINESSLOCAL BUSINESS

College teaching students to be good neighbours 
As Niagara College 

students pack up to move 
home, there have been some 
positive results in the inter-
actions between them and 
their neighbourhood, says 
a member of the Glendale 
Task Force.

Niagara-on-the-Green 
resident Steve Hardaker says 
as the college term comes 
to an end, there have been 
“good improvements in stu-
dent/neighbour relations.”

The college “deserves 
a great deal of credit with 
this,” he added, through the 
Town and Gown Commit-
tee, which most universi-
ties and colleges organize to 
provide a forum for finding 
solutions to challenges re-
lated to near-campus neigh-
bourhoods and the com-
munity’s relationship with 
students.

There has also been 
progress through the Glen-
dale Task Force, which has 
representation from college 
staff and students.

Lianne Gagnon, direc-
tor of student services at 
Niagara College, and the 
college’s student adminis-
trative council have worked 
to improve students’ un-
derstanding of being good 
neighbours, and both Gag-
non and the head of the stu-

dent group sit on the new 
Glendale Task Force, recon-
figured by the current town 
council, to further improve 
relationships with residents.

Having student repre-
sentatives on the task force, 
Gagnon said, is new, and 
something the students 
wanted. “They said, ‘It’s not 
about us, without us,’” she 
explained.

The Town and Gown 
committee, she said, which 
encourages students to be 
good neighbours, “is not 
just about looking at issues, 
it’s also considering the ben-
efits of having a university or 
college in your community.”

The college publishes a 
Good Neighbours Guide 
for each of the Welland and 
Niagara-on-the-Lake cam-
puses, encouraging students 
who live off-campus to be 
good neighbours, respect 
others’ rights to enjoy their 
property; keep their yards 
tidy; keep noise to a min-
imum; party responsibly; 
talk to neighbours; and offer 
help if needed.

Gagnon, a resident of 
Niagara-on-the-Green, 
said she picks up garbage 
when she walks through her 
neighbourhood, and often 
meets students who offer to 
help.

In the fall, she talked to 
students about garbage, re-
cycling, parking and town 

bylaws, and in May, when 
they move out and garbage 
can pile up, there is a neigh-
bourhood cleanup, with stu-
dents taking part.

“We want to show the 
neighbourhood students 
can be responsible citizens,” 
she said.

“They are often blamed 
for litter, but it’s not always 
them. We can all take re-
sponsibility for cleaning up.”

The college is also offer-
ing the RentSmart program 
as part of a pilot project, free 
to students, to help them 
learn how to be good and re-
sponsible tenants. It’s offered 
to landlords as well, to help 
them learn their role.

“I’ve taken it myself. It 
offers some really valuable 
information,” said Gagnon.

Hardaker said educa-
tional materials on neigh-
bourhood relations have 
gone a long way in provid-
ing useful information to 
both students and home 
owners.

One of his favourite ini-
tiatives is offered by the stu-
dent administrative council 
at this time of year. 

“It provides free garbage 
tags to departing students 
and helps to keep our neigh-
bourhood cleaner,” he said.

“It’s the bag and tag pro-
gram,” explained Gagnon. 
Students who are moving 
out can go to the student 

council office to pick up gar-
bage bags and the tags that 
allow them to put more than 
one bag at the curb.

“The program has proved 
really helpful,” she said, “and 
students are always remind-
ed about cleaning up when 
they move at the end of the 
term.”

Another initiative, devel-
oped by the college to help 
Niagara-on-the-Green resi-
dents, is a partnership with 
the library.

“If residents take out 
books from the NOTL Pub-
lic Library, they can return 
them at the college library. 
It’s a service available to 
anyone eligible to take out 
books. It’s really important 
to us to have good relations 
with residents, and we’re 
doing anything we can to 
achieve that.”

Some of the situations 
faced by residents, she said, 
are more due to absentee 
landlords than student be-
haviour, and students are 
not the only tenants. On-
street parking issues are also 
not only caused by students, 
she added, and that’s some-
thing the Town’s task force is 
looking at.

She’s pleased to be part 
of the task force, and im-
pressed with its mandate. “I 
think there are going to be 
great strides made in the fu-
ture,” she said.

Penny Coles
The Local

Stephen Kosh, executive director of NCSAC, Lianne Gag-
non and NCSAC president Ryan Huckla distribute the Good 
Neighbour Guide to homes in Niagara-on-the-Green. (Photo 
supplied)

Ryan Huckla, outgoing president of the Niagara College 
Student Advisory Council, took part in a cleanup in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Green. (Photo supplied)
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