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‘Message of peace spread in this little town’

Gary Zalepa running 
for Lord Mayor to
improve council ‘tone’

It’s official: Disero 
seeks second term

Tudor Alexis, consul general of France, and 
Lord Mayor Betty Disero raise the Europe-
an Union flag at the Court House. (Photo by 
Mike Balsom)

Members of the European 
Union Consul General group 
gathered on Queen Street to 
raise the EU flag Monday in 
honour of Canada’s relation-
ship with its second largest 
trade partner.

Lord Mayor Betty Dise-
ro opened the proceedings in 
front of the Court House, deft-
ly welcoming the 20 delegates 
and their guests in 15 different 
languages. Monday was EU 
Day, an important demonstra-
tion of common values and 
goals and Canada’s lifelong tie 

with Europe in trade, she said. 
“This day highlights the 

harmonious relationship that 
Europe and Canada have had 
for centuries,” Disero said. “It 
is truly an honour here in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake to repre-
sent that tie of nations. It is an 
incredible pleasure to raise this 
flag signifying the EU’s motto, 
“United in Diversity.”

The crisis currently faced 
by Ukraine from ongoing Rus-
sian attacks was recognized 
by each of the speakers who 
addressed the delegates and 
guests. Among the visitors to 
NOTL Monday was Oleksan-
dr Shevchenko, consul general 

of Ukraine, there as an invited 
guest of the group.

“The town of Niagara- 
on-the-Lake stands with the 
people of Ukraine,” Disero 
avowed before requesting a 
moment of silence. “We ex-
tend a plea for peace for those 
imposing harm and violence 
against your country. We 
hope that this horrible war-
fare brought to your country 
ends soon, and that life in your 
country can return to normal.”

European Union Day 
marks the anniversary of the 
Schuman Declaration of 1950. 
On May 9 of that year, French 
Foreign Minister Robert 

Schuman called on European 
nations to unite in the wake of 
the devastation of the Second 
World War. Schuman pro-
posed that the community’s 
founding members, Belgium, 
France, Germany, Italy, Lux-
embourg and the Netherlands, 
lift import and export duties to 
create a common market, with 
the hope that the agreement 
would reduce the risk of future 
conflict. 

The treaty governing the 
original six was signed in Paris in 
1951, coming into force the fol-
lowing year. Today, the European 
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Gary Zalepa believes 
his ability to set a positive 
tone and bring people to-
gether to work toward a 
common goal make him 
the right person to be the 
next Lord Mayor of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Zalepa successfully ran 
against three other candi-
dates for regional council in 
2018, wanting to be a strong 
voice at a time when it was 
important to improve the 
public perception and re-
store trust in the upper-tier 
level of Niagara govern-
ment, which had been seri-
ously lacking.

It has been a good four 

years, he says, with a term 
under chair Jim Bradley 
that has demonstrated a 
large number of regional 
councillors with varying 
backgrounds and interests 
could come together to set 
a positive plan for Niagara, 
and work collaboratively to 
carry it out. 

Zalepa wants to do 
the same for Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

The long-time commu-
nity resident and business-
man, with a background 
of serving on several local 
boards and standing com-
mittees, as well as municipal 
experience as a two-term 
town councillor and one 

Continued on page 2
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Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
made it official Friday morn-
ing, arriving at the town hall 
to sign her nomination pa-
pers to run for her second 
term, a group of supporters 
accompanying her.

Although candidates 
need only 25 signatures to 
run for municipal council, 
Disero had a stack of papers 
with her representing over 
1,000 signatures, which she 
said she had no trouble get-
ting as she knocked on doors.

A news release prepared 
for the day mentioned three 
issues that are priorities for 
Disero: transparency, ac-

countability and accessibil-
ity; managing growth; and 
building a strong, caring 
community.

Transparency, account-
ability and accessibility are 
built into the Strategic Plan, 
she said, and must be contin-
ued to ensure leadership with 
integrity and responsiveness.

“Everyone should have a 
voice, and every voice should 
matter to effect positive 
change.”

Managing growth means 
balancing the town’s heritage, 
culture, agriculture, tour-
ism and economic growth 
through compatible devel-
opment, “with changes to 
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Housing high on Zalepa’s list of must do’s

Gary Zalepa (Photo submitted)

term at the region, believes 
he can be more beneficial to 
the community if he runs 
locally.

He feels he can bring 
what he learned at the re-
gion to the town, “focusing 
on what needs to be done 
to change the tone of how 
the mayor and council work 
together, and to council dis-
cussions.”

He has been a coach for 
minor hockey with kids 
aged 10 and 11, right up to 
the  major junior-level with 
18-year-olds, and both in 
sports and throughout his 
career in real estate, he has 
had that opportunity to 
“bring people together in a 
common effort, developing 
and setting goals and then 
getting behind them.”

“I’ve been watching the 
incumbents,” he adds, “and 
what they’re going to do, 
and I’m not sure how happy 
some of them are with their 
experiences. At the end 
of four years, people need 
to feel they’ve had good, 
healthy conversations.”

This is a time when a 
particular style of leader-
ship is needed, “with a lot 
of angst in a world that feels 
very separated, with harsh, 
difficult experiences. I think 
we can have the debates we 
need in a healthy tone.”

Zalepa was the owner 
of a real estate brokerage 
in town for more than 25 
years, and is currently the 
director of strategic growth 
for Century 21 Canada cor-
porate head office. 

He has been considering 
the possibility of running 
locally for some time, and 

is prepared to file his nom-
ination papers this week, he 
said Sunday.

He plans to continue 
his career in real estate, 
and feels confident he can 
manage both jobs well. At 
the region he sits on two 
major committees, housing 
and budget, both of which 
take up a lot of time, which 
has been manageable along 
with his job, he says.

He repeats the quote, “if 
you want something done, 
give it to a busy person,” 
and says he understands the 
amount of work that is re-
quired, and is being encour-
aged at work to run for the 
position. 

“I see it as my chance to 
give back to the town, and I 
think it’s time. I’m putting it 
out there as an alternative.”

The role of the lord may-
or, he says, “is to be a chief 
cheerleader to their town,”  
and to get out in front of the 
province, advocating for the 
town and what it needs. 

One of the major issues 
he intends to fight for is “at-
tainable housing,” for peo-
ple at both ends of the age 
spectrum — young people 
who want to work in NOTL, 
who need rental accommo-
dation, whether it’s apart-
ments, houses or second-
ary units, and older people 
who have lived in town all 
their lives, want to move to 
something smaller, but end 
up staying in their homes 
because it’s the only way 
they can stay in town. “They 
don’t have that next step to 
move to,” he says. “There is 
a huge supply problem.”

The solution has to start 
with rentals, and other mu-
nicipalities are making in-

roads — NOTL should be 
doing the same, to allow 
people of all ages to stay in 
town. “I have 30 years ex-
perience in real estate, and 
I understand the housing 
market. It’s not a one-size 
solution, a single bullet, it 
has to be a number of solu-
tions, including secondary 
suites and how they fit in.”

While he sees housing as 
one important issue, there 
are several that reach out to 
the broader community.

“People come here and 
stay here for a reason. We 
need to make sure the 
things we’re doing maintain 
that sense of place.”

He speaks of using 
planning documents to ac-
complish that, such as how 
buildings in new subdivi-
sions are set on lots, with 
guidelines that do a better 
job of determining how the 
town is going to grow. 

“We need to be advo-
cates for the town, and be 
recognized by other levels of 
government,” he says.  “We 
also need to be courting 
businesses for investments 
that create jobs, better jobs 
for people who want to live 
here, and for our kids who 
want to stay here.”

The town needs more of 
a balance of tourism and res-
idents, so people feel better 
about their communities, 
and that includes econom-
ic development, and how 
it fits in with tourism, says 
Zalepa. Those discussions 
require a large number of 
stakeholders involved, both 
in the tourism industry and 
residents, and include look-
ing at tourist accommoda-
tions and finding a balance 
of what is acceptable in resi-
dential neighbourhoods.

There are other munici-
palities in Ontario that have 
dealt with tourist accom-
modations, “and we need 
to look at best practices,” he 
says, finding the proper bal-
ance, and also remember-
ing  “when businesses are 
healthy, that’s good for the 
community too.”

Continued from page 1
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 ‘Most proud’ of community accomplishments during COVID

Lord Mayor Betty Disero, with her supporters, arrived at the town hall Friday morning prepared to sign her nomination papers. 
(Photos by Penny Coles)

Her supporters behind her, Lord Mayor Betty Disero has filed her papers and is officially running for a second term. 

the zoning bylaw to preserve 
heritage, continue protecting 
against overdevelopment, 
and ensuring that provin-
cially-mandated secondary 
suites will be well-planned 
and a good fit for neighbours 
and neighbourhoods, while 
providing diversity and af-
fordability in housing.”

The zoning bylaw needs 
to be finished and passed, to 
provide more control over 
mass and heights of build-
ings, and there may be some 
issues that residents are not 
happy with, that will take 
time to be discussed, she 
said. 

She also told The Local 
the transportation master 
plan, which she still hopes to 
see finished this term, may 
have to be carried over to the 
next term.

Negotiating and final-
izing the town’s new Offi-
cial Plan, adopted by town 
council in October 2019,  to 
conform with the region and 
province, are also on her list 
of priorities. “We’ve done 
what we can do for now,” she 
says.

Continuing to work with 
residents and community 
partners to build a complete 
community means enhanc-
ing playgrounds and parks, 
active transportation, day-
care, wellness, age-in-place 
secondary suites, and further 
building a foundation and 
a framework for business 
to prosper, her press release 
says.

Finding housing suitable 
for retirement homes is high 
on her list, for those who are 
ready to downsize, but not 
ready for long-term care.

“I also still really want to 
see what we can do with the 
St. Davids pool,” she told The 
Local. “Maybe we can look 
at repairing it,” she said, but 
it would have to be as a long-
term project, not just a tem-
porary fix.

“During her first term as 
Lord Mayor, Betty has shown 
effective, honest leadership 
as she listens and works with 
residents, businesses, coun-
cillors and town staff,” said 
her campaign chair Debi 
Pratt. “The challenges were 
many, but so were the ac-
complishments.  Betty brings 

her many transferrable skills 
and experience of 26 years 
in municipal government 
leadership: most important-
ly her four years in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake as councillor, 
and her most recent term as 
Lord Mayor, 2018 to 2022.”

“We were dealing with 
COVID for a couple of years, 
and we didn’t get everything 
done we wanted to,” Dise-
ro said. But the community 
stepped up, and created a 
Migrant Workers Hub, an 
expansion of Niagara Nurs-
ery School, and the Central 
Community Church, among 
other projects. Council 
worked hard as well, with 
additions to parks, and the 
heritage trail, “and not just 
those on council, but with 
the community coming to-
gether.” 

“We’re really looking at 
next term to get a lot done,” 
she added.

“I see bright things in our 
future. I see tourism coming 
back stronger than ever, and 
I see the tourism strategic 
plan helping us interact with 
residents, tourism, and how 
we welcome tourists.”

In Disero’s virtual state 
of the town address, orga-
nized by the NOTL Cham-
ber of Commerce, she spoke 
of the accomplishments of 
this term of council, which 
included working hard to 
provide excellence in cus-
tomer service, and to provide 
a vision and plan to “carry us 
through to the next decade, 
and to determine the infra-
structure necessary to pro-
vide a good quality of life for 
our residents.”

Engagement with resi-
dents and community mem-
bers remains an important 
priority, she said, speaking, 
of much that was learned 
through the pandemic, in-
cluding the successful curb-
side pickup to serve resi-
dents.

The pandemic, she said, 
caused two years of angst, 
people taking care of them-
selves and each other, and 
organizations, businesses 
and residents coming for-
ward with “such generosity 
and compassion.”

Disero also spoke of 
council working with the 
community to provide ame-
nities and infrastructure, en-
suring the needs of the com-

munity are met, and quality 
of life is enhanced — includ-
ing in parks and recreation, 
on trails, and with the library 
and the museum. 

The town has enhanced 
pickleball courts, tennis 

courts, basketball courts, 
added the skateboard park 
and new playgrounds, and 
there is discussion of disc 
golf on the community cen-
tre property, she said.

But she is most proud 

of how much was accom-
plished during the past term, 
even with a pandemic, she 
added. “Instead of panicking, 
we planned, and instead of 
saying, ‘no, we can’t do this,’ 
we did it.”

“We have done a lot, col-
lectively, not just council, not 
just me, but everyone work-
ing together,” she said. 

“I am so proud of every-
one to have been able to do 
that.”

Continued from page 1
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A crowd of interested spectators, including Bill Ford, Coun. Gary Burroughs, Coun. Norm Arse-
nault, Lord Mayor Betty Disero, James Russell, and Bob Watson (former member of the town’s 
municipal heritage committee) gathered at the cemetery, waiting for the rain to stop so the work 
could begin. (Mike Balsom)

James Russell leaves flags and markers on the ground where radar detected anomalies. 
(Mike Balsom)

Assistant Don Johnston, technician Steve Watson and James Russell, heading the project, stop 
to look. (Penny Coles)
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Radar work completed, now research begins
James Russell’s quest to 

identify the names of those 
buried at the Mississauga Road 
Negro Burial Ground is a little 
closer to reality. 

Early last Wednesday 
morning, the Toronto-based 
owner of film, television and 
New Media company Manks 
Productions was standing in 
the rain anxiously awaiting 
the arrival of Steve Watson on 
site. Watson is the proprietor of 
Global GPR, a Brampton com-
pany that offers ground-pen-
etrating radar services to its 
clients.

Russell could barely hold 
back his excitement that his 
efforts to recognize the early 
members of Niagara’s Black 
community buried on the for-
mer church grounds could 
soon bear fruit. 

He had just recently at-
tended an announcement in 
Toronto to learn the name of 
the cemetery has been changed 
by the Ontario Heritage Trust, 
with a new plaque expected in 
the coming weeks to designate 
the historic space the Niagara 
Baptist Burial Ground. Russell 
wasn’t sure where the church 
sat on the property, but hoped 
to find out.

Only two headstones re-
main standing on the site, 
which dates back to the 1800s, 
while some historical records 
say there are as many as 15 
burials there. A recent visit by 
local resident Howard Bogusat 
with his dowsing rods suggest-
ed there could be as many as 61 
(14 in the back, 47 in the front 
closer to the sidewalk) possible.

“I was a little sceptical,” 
Russell, who walked the site 
with Bogusat, told The Local. 
“It took about two hours and 

it was fascinating. He had the 
coat hangers in straws, so he 
wasn’t touching them. And 
they moved.”

Watson and his assistant 
Don Johnston arrived shortly 
after Russell. They awaited the 
cessation of the steady morn-
ing rain shower before pulling 
their rig out of Watson’s vehicle. 

Watson talked of offering 
his services at hundreds of cem-
eteries across North America. 

“It’s primarily church 
groups who are managing 
cemeteries who contact me,” 
he said. “Sometimes it’s real 
estate companies when they 
are selling the sites, but mostly 
churches. In a couple of weeks 
we are heading to Ohio to do 
a pioneer cemetery.” He also 
does forensic work for police, 
he says, for developers when 
subdivisions are planned, for 
gravel pits to see how deep they 
are, and in the Arctic, to test the 

ice roads.
As Watson explained, using 

his equipment in a cemetery 
is probably the easiest part of 
his work, though he says radar 
does not actually find and con-
firm actual burials. 

“What we look for are 
anomalies underground,” he 
told The Local. “If I find an 
anomaly that is roughly three to 
four feet wide by seven to eight 
feet long, chances are it’s a buri-
al. If it’s in a cemetery, it’s pretty 
safe to say it’s a burial. If I’m in 
a field and I find an anomaly, 
I need to do an archaeological 
dig to verify what it is.”

“A cemetery will be laid out 
in an orderly fashion,” contin-
ued Watson. “Depending on 
the religion, bodies are laid out 
in a certain way. The Catholic 
and Anglican way is to bury the 
bodies east-west. The idea is to 
put the head to the east, and as 
the sun rises, the spirit follows 
the sun and then goes to the 
holy land.”

Watson expected the Bap-
tist burial ground would follow 
the east-west layout.

Watson’s radar rig looks 
a bit like a fancy lawnmower, 
with a yellow box dragging 
along the lawn as he and John-
ston push it. It transmits an 
electromagnetic wave into the 
ground, and the signal reflects 
back on changes in the electri-
cal properties underground. 

Those changes show up as 
wavy lines on a receiver that 
the pair hold up near the han-
dles of the rig. 

“In a new cemetery, we’re 
going to see the caskets,” Wat-
son explained. “In one of this 
age we’re going to look for signs 
where the soil from different 
strata has mixed. The caskets 
would have decayed here. 
Bones absorb minerals from the 
ground and will have the same 
electric properties as the soil.”

He and Johnston laid out 
survey tape on each side of 
the cemetery. Because the cart 
holding the GPR equipment 
is 50 centimetres wide, they 
worked tape-to-tape in 50 cen-
timetre swaths to cover the en-
tire ground.

Throughout the day, curi-
ous passersby stopped to check 
out the proceedings, while re-
tired Parks Canada superinten-
dent Ron Dale dropped by with 
a list of 10 definite names and 
14 more possible ones from the 
local Baptist Church records to 
give to Russell.

By mid-afternoon, John-
ston and Watson had laid out 
markers to designate 14 spots 
where their equipment had 
found anomalies. Most of those 
markers were on the front half 
of the burial ground, and Wat-
son confirmed he found no 
large anomalies in the back. 

At about 2 p.m., Russell 
walked through the former 
cemetery with two handfuls of 
small Canadian flags, dropping 
one at each of the 14 mark-
ers left behind by Watson and 
Johnston. 

Russell was hoping that 
Watson would return some-

time this week to use 3-D 
imaging equipment to more 
definitively reveal where the 
actual graves may be.  

As both Russell and Watson 
explained, the hard work is still 
to come. After Watson’s approx-
imately three hours on site last 
Wednesday, he planned to take 
the data back to his Brampton 
office and run software to more 
closely examine the anomalies. 
The process could take as much 
as a year to come to any definite 
conclusions. 

Russell, of course, is pray-
ing that things can happen 
faster than that. Though it has 
been closed since the pandem-
ic began, he hopes to gain ac-
cess soon to the Baptist Church 
of Canada archives that are 
currently housed in McMaster 
University’s Divinity College 
Library in Hamilton. 

“There’s gotta be a map 
somewhere of where people 
were buried in this cemetery,” 
Russell said. “You don’t just dig 
a hole and drop people in.”

As a group of Parks Cana-
da archeologists who checked 
out the proceedings gathered 
around Russell, he summed up 
his reasons for Wednesday’s visit. 

“This is not respect,” he 
said of the condition of the 
site. “These people buried 
here had children, grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren. 
They deserve to know where 
their families are buried. This 
should have been done 100 
years ago.”

Mike Balsom
The Local
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PLANT
Niagara-on-the-Lake Horticultural Society

Saturday, May 14th
9 am – 12 pm

(Rain or Shine)

• Perennials • Annuals 
• Shrubs • Tomatoes • Herbs 

• Tool Sharpening • Plant Advice

Meridian Virgil Arena
1565 Four Mile Creek Road, 

Niagara-on-the-Lake

 PRIVATE SALE

5
BAYBERRY
LANE
Beautiful bungalow on a 
wonderful street

For more information:
5bayberrylanenotl@gmail.com

905 359 5600

YouTube search: 
5 Bayberry Lane

Fifteen hundred square feet of 
open concept living on a beautifully 
landscaped lot in Old Town. 
New roof, facia, soffit and eves with 
leaf guard.
Garden Shed 2 years old.
Great kitchen with SubZero fridge, 
6 burner Wolf oven, Miele 
dishwasher, plenty of storage and 
large island.
Bathrooms recently upgraded with 
Kohler fixtures. Master bedroom 
with heated floor ensuite bath and 
“Closet by Design” 
Garage newly refitted with new 
garage door, LiftMaster opener,  
floor coating, sink and refrigerator
Large upright freezer in basement
Two new gas fireplaces.
Home can be purchased fully 
furnished.
$1,800,000

Passers-by may have noticed Howard Bogusat with his dowsing 
rods — he was in the Mississagua Road cemetery days before 
the ground penetrating radar looking for graves, and again after-
wards, to  give a demonstration on how it works. (Penny Coles)

Dowsing an ancient way to find water, graves
Howard Bogusat had 

not tried dowsing for sev-
eral years when he decided 
to see what he would find in 
the Negro Burial Ground.

He had heard about 
the project undertaken 
by James Russell to locate 
the graves of those bur-
ied in the cemetery, using 

ground-penetrating radar, 
and he wanted to see how 
dowsing, once the only 
method to tell what lies 
below the ground, would 
measure up.

Residents passing by 
might have wondered what 
he was up to, walking slow-
ly in a grid across the cem-
etery, much as a technician 
with ground-penetrating 
radar would do days after-

wards.
He explains he first be-

came interested in dowsing 
about 50 years ago, in his 
20s, when he saw a mem-
ber of town staff trying to 
find a water line at the cor-
ner of Dorchester and Mary 
Streets.

It was a common prac-
tice at the time, and is still 
used in some countries to 
find water.

Dowsing is most com-
monly associated with the 
search for underground 
water, and at one time, the 
only way to find it, short of 
digging, says Bogusat.

He says he spoke to the 
town employee about what 
he was doing, and then de-
cided to try it himself.

He then went home and 
practised looking for the 
septic tank, and was im-
pressed with the way the 
rods he was using crossed 
over.

Bogusat says that was the 
end of his dowsing attempts 
for about 30 years, when he 
had a plugged eavestrough 
and wanted to find the end 
of a blocked water line. He 
built the dowsing rods and 
went to work, finding what 
he was looking for — the 
place where the water line 
was filled with dirt.

“I decided I wanted to 
learn more about it, and I 
started going to weekend 
seminars. I found there was 
a dowsing society in Toron-
to, and learned it could also 
be used to find human re-
mains.”

Just to test out the theo-
ry, he says, he went to Christ 
Church McNab Cemetery 
— a spot he thought he 
could experiment without 
people watching him — and 
found, as he walked across 
each grave, it worked. How-

ever, he admits in that case 
he had the gravestones be-
hind him.

When he read about 
Russell’s project, he called 
him and told him what he 

planned to do.
“You do what?” Russell 

said, but he was willing 
to compare results, and 

Penny Coles
The Local

Continued on page 12
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Ontario Heritage Trust 
changes cemetery name

The Ontario Heritage 
Trust has announced a 
name change for the the Ne-
gro Burial Ground on Mis-
sissagua Street.

A new plaque is expect-
ed to be erected later this 
month or early June, to 
proclaim the heritage site 
The Niagara Baptist Church 
Burial Ground.

Niagara-on-the-Lake  
CAO Marnie Cluckie says 
the town has been in contact 
with the Ontario Heritage 
Trust, Ontario Black Histo-
ry Society, and the Niagara- 
on-the-Lake Museum regard-
ing the provincial plaques 

commemorating Niagara 
Region’s Black history and the 
renaming of the Negro Burial 
Ground 1830. A media re-
lease will be issued when the 
date of the plaque installation 
is known, she added.

James Russell, the man 
behind the project to un-
cover how many graves are 
in the cemetery, and who 
is buried there, attended 
the Ontario Heritage Trust  
ceremony in Toronto on 
April 28. 

He said last Wednesday, 
as ground-penetrating radar 
was being used to determine 
where the graves are and 
how many, that he thought 
he knew the location of the 
Baptist church on the prop-

erty, but should have that 
confirmed in a report ex-
pected this week.

The new plaque that will 
be installed on the property 
reads: 

“The Niagara Baptist 
Church congregation was es-
tablished in 1829. A meeting 
house was erected at this site 
in 1831 through the efforts of 
John Oakley, a white former 
British soldier turned teach-
er and minister. Initially, the 
church congregation mainly 
consisted of colonists, with 
a small number of Black 
members. The Black popula-
tion of the Town of Niagara  
grew to about 100 due to 

Penny Coles
The Local
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Looking forward to civil, respectful election debate

So many elections, so many 
rules and dates to remember.

First up is the provincial 
election June 2. 

Cogeco’s YourTV will be 
airing the debate for the Niag-
ara Falls riding, which includes 
Niagara Falls, Fort Erie and Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake, on Tuesday, 
May 17, at 8:30 p.m. Repeats will 
air Saturday, May 21, at 2 p.m.; 
Tuesday, May 24, at 7 p.m.; and 
Saturday, May 28, at 12:30 p.m.

As in the past, Cogeco has 
invited candidates from the four 
parties currently represented in 
the Ontario legislature to the de-
bate led by reporter Mike Balsom, 
who says  PC candidate Bob Gale 
is not participating. Gale’s office 
told Cogeco he was unable to 
participate, and when an offer was 
made to change the date, they said 
he would not be taking part.

The NDP’s Wayne Gates, 
Ashley Waters, representing the 
Liberal Party and Tommy Ward 
from the Green Party are expect-
ed to take part. Devon St. De-

thinks even those who have no 
plans to vote for a federal PC 
party might consider paying $15 
for a membership to help shape 
the direction of our government, 
or a powerful opposition, in the 
future, with a choice between the 
far right, similar to what is caus-
ing so much trouble in the U.S, 
and someone a little less strident. 
We have more than enough 
anger, our country is already 
sufficiently divided — the result 
of the leadership race could in-
flame the situation, or provide a 
calming effect. Just a thought I 
offered to pass on. The deadline 
for memberships is June 3, if 
anyone is interested.

And then, of course, we have 
our municipal elections coming 
up. Candidates were able to pres-
ent their papers and their cash be-
ginning last week, although as of 
press time, only Lord Mayor Bet-
ty Disero had officially declared 
she is running for a second term.

Coun. Allan Bisback is hop-
ing for a second term on coun-

nis-Richard from a party called 
None of the Above is running, 
and Cogeco will allow him to in-
troduce himself in a video.

Next comes the federal PC 
leadership race, for a vote in 
September. Although this might 
seem a ho-hum affair, some-
thing to view from a distance — 
at least for those who would have 
never considered voting for that 
party — there is good reason to 
think otherwise.

One is the question of where 
candidates stand on abortion, 
which has become a serious 
concern to many, after the news 
surfaced of the U.S. Supreme 
Court decision that would roll 
back abortion rights. It could 
happen in Canada. We know 
there is a percentage of Con-
servatives who would like to see 
that happen, although not what 
that percentage is.

As in the case of the U.S. jus-
tices, we don’t know that we can 
trust our politicians to be open 
with us on an issue that could mean 

cil, and Jonathan Fast is again 
hoping to sit as a District School 
Board of Niagara trustee.

Regional Coun. Gary Zalepa 
has announced he is running for 
Lord Mayor, but as of press time 
had not filed his papers yet — he 
said he would do that this week.

In 2018, we had three may-
oral candidates, a record 25 peo-
ple vying for one of eight places 
on council, and four people 
hoping to sit on regional coun-
cil, so we have a ways to go.

Advance polls begin Oct. 8, 
for an Oct. 25 election day. 

For those of you who can’t 
wait for a weekly update on who 
is running, the town has the 
info posted on its new website, 
at https://www.notl.com/coun-
cil-government/elections.

Time and again, The Local 
has called for civility, kindness, 
generosity of spirit, all the qual-
ities we expect in abundance in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

We see and hear it every day 
in the stories people share with us, 

winning or losing an election.
PC leadership candidates are 

weighing in, some saying they will 
not reopen the abortion debate, 
one stating she is firmly anti-abor-
tion, and another who has said he 
will allow MPs to bring forward 
legislation on the matter if he’s 
chosen the leader of the party. 

Pandemic restrictions are 
also a topic of debate. Although 
they may be behind us, it’s good 
to know where leadership hope-
fuls stand on vaccine mandates, 
and on the legality of the Ottawa 
protests, issues that may not re-
surface but tell us something of 
who they represent.

Also of concern to some, 
wherever their party support 
lies, are populist candidates who 
might be interested in taking the 
country to the extreme right, who 
could completely change the tone 
of our government, or our oppo-
sition, and threaten some of the 
rights we take for granted.

A novel idea was presented 
to The Local by a resident who 

and we don’t have to look too far 
to realize how fortunate we are.

If there could be one com-
mon thread through the elec-
tions ahead of us, it would be for 
civility, for respect and under-
standing toward others, for the 
ability to debate differences of 
opinion without anger or blame.

There are important issues 
ahead of us, at all levels of govern-
ment, but if we all remember we 
are on the same side, we want what 
is best for our country, our prov-
ince and our little corner of Niag-
ara, we may be able to have our 
debates, and our conversations, 
without anger, without judgement.

That we live in a country where 
debate is not only permitted, but 
encouraged as we face election 
choices that shape our world, and 
our lives, is enough evidence to 
prove we already have the freedom 
protesters were seeking in Ottawa 
this winter. The freedom to vote.

We shouldn’t take it lightly. 
Penny Coles
The Local
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 
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LocalVOICES: Healthcare: what is the real problem, and how do we fix it?

Growing up, I always had 
great confidence in our health-
care system. If someone was in-
jured or in need of care, I knew 
that receiving help was just a 
visit or phone call away. May-
be it was a heroic kind of fan-
tasy that a team of doctors and 
nurses are readily available to 
come swooping in to restore us 
back to perfect health.

After my recent experience, 
this mentality of a well-lubri-
cated and tightly woven sys-
tem could not be further from 
reality.  I would like to clearly 
state that this is not a com-
plaint about the hard-working 
staff that have been burned out 
due to shortages. This is simply 
bringing light to a traumatizing 
experience that I hope nobody 
else has to endure, both as a 
patient and a caregiver. This is a 
recount of events that happened 
after the discharge of my father 

who went through cystectomy 
surgery due to bladder cancer.

Sunday morning both 
my brother and I were noti-
fied that my father was ready 
to be picked up from the St. 
Catharines site of Niagara 
Health. Due to Covid protocols 
only one person was allowed to 
go into the hospital.  As I was 
heading to the elevator to go up 
to his room, I was alarmed to 
see my dad sitting in a wheel-
chair in the cafeteria waiting by 
himself. Someone had dropped 
him off and left him alone.

To further explain the dis-
turbing significance of this, 
my dad was showing signs of 
post-operative delirium.  This 
happens to elderly patients 
who go through major sur-
gery in which they experience 
extreme fatigue, agitation, hal-
lucination, difficulty focusing, 
and overall feelings of confu-
sion.  After speaking with my 
dad, who was noticeably un-
comfortable in a sitting posi-

tion, I took him to the van with 
my brother and proceeded to 
go up to the fifth floor to talk 
to a nurse.

The nurse explained that 
my father was provided with 
all the information he needed, 
along with supplies.  She said 
they showed him how to apply 
a new urostomy bag and that 
he understood how to care for 
himself, (Later we would find 
out that he was not shown 
how, not able to comprehend 
regardless, and was not given 
adequate supplies to do so).

She went on to explain that 
his apparent signs of post-op-
erative delirium were disturb-
ing enough the day before, 
that they delayed the discharge 
by one day. She reassured me 
that this was no longer a con-
cern and that he was ready to 
leave.  Not knowing the com-
plexity of ostomy care, I left 
the hospital trusting that my 
dad had all of the necessary in-
formation we needed. My un-

derstanding was that nothing 
needed to be done until his in-
home care appointment. (Later 
we would find out this was nev-
er set up for us).

Sunday evening while 
sleeping, the urostomy bag 
came off, pulling ureteral stents 
out of his body. We hurried to 
the emergency department 
in St. Catharines at 8:30 p.m., 
which had a three-and-a-half 
hour wait.  From registration 
to speaking to a triage nurse, 
the staff did not show any em-
pathy or seem concerned with 
the fact that I had a 74-year-
old man newly out of surgery, 
soaked in urine, shivering and 
sitting in a chair. I was in shock 
of this inhumane treatment.

It took five hours before 
my dad went from the out-
side waiting room to a private 
room.  The emergency room 
was operating with one doctor 
and one nurse treating over 40 
patients. Nobody had come to 
see us yet so I retrieved a gown 
and warm blankets and pro-
ceeded to strip my father of his 
urine-soaked clothes and dried 
him off.

We finally were seen at 
2:30 a.m.  Neither the doctor 
or nurse were knowledgeable 
enough about his surgery to 
give us answers on how to pro-
ceed. The nurse did her best in 
providing us with a new uros-

tomy bag that would tide us 
over until we could be seen by a 
urologist or nurse who special-
ized in ostomy care.

Arriving home from emer-
gency early Monday morn-
ing, we began to have leaking 
problems again.  This time we 
called an ambulance. The para-
medics were very helpful, and 
informed us that taking him to 
the hospital would mean an-
other five-hour wait in emer-
gency without a bed or stretch-
er. They assisted us the best they 
could and advised us to contact 
CarePartners, who provide 
the in-home care necessary 
following surgery.  Through 
endless calls going to voice-
mail, we were able to book an 
appointment for in-home care 
on Thursday. This left us with 
four days of no guidance, sup-
port or sufficient supplies. We 
had to find more bags through 
wellness stores, without anyone 
educating us on what to buy.

On Thursday we were 
contacted by an in-home care 
nurse, in which the visit was 
only done over the phone due to 
sickness. When asked if anyone 
else could come to the house, 
she said there were no other 
nurses available, and many were 
off due to sickness as well. We 
experienced another night of 
frustration and leaking.

Friday morning, a nurse 

was finally able to make a visit 
and give us instructions on os-
tomy care.  It took a total of five 
days from discharge to receive 
adequate help. Since then, it 
has been an ongoing battle to 
receive in-home care.

I want to reinforce that this 
is not a complaint to the under-
staffed doctors and nurses. This 
is a serious concern in regards 
to how our current healthcare 
system is operating. What if my 
father was dumped off in the 
cafeteria downstairs with no 
primary caregivers coming to 
pick him up? Were they expect-
ing him to call his own taxi to 
bring him home? Who was go-
ing to pick up his medication? 
How was he expected to do this 
while experiencing post-opera-
tive delirium?  Should he have 
been discharged when showing 
signs of delirium? Why were 
we not given adequate sup-
plies? Why was in-home care 
not set up before discharge? 
How many patients end up in 
emergency due to lack of sup-
port set up at discharge? Could 
this all have been avoided if 
proper measures were in place?

It is hard to prepare yourself 
as a caregiver when you don’t 
know what questions to ask, 
trusting and relying on the in-
formation given to be sufficient.

I have spoken to wonderful 
nurses in the process and they 
have voiced their concerns in 
the undisputed inefficiencies, 
yet have no true voice in the 
system to affect the change 
that is needed. There are many 
loose ends with many patients 
falling through the cracks, be-
ing left to their own survival 
like my father. I believe the ef-
forts that were so heavily fund-
ed in response to COVID-19 
have only brought to surface 
the true underlying problems 
that now need the most urgent 
attention. 

Kim Warkentin
Special to The Local
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Hello, NOTL neighbours. 
I wanted to respond to the 

growing concern in regards to 
the Garrison coyote popula-
tion. I too, like most of you, felt 
awful after the recent close call. 
My sincere apologies to those 
involved. 

Having said that, I wanted 
to address the whys. 

Why, after many decades of 
peaceful coexisting, is this hap-
pening ? 

Many have suggested 
household garbage, leaving 
food out, or housing devel-
opment as the issue. I’d like to 
suggest that, though those are 
certainly related, the issue is 
much more complex. 

And the truth is, I don’t 
know if there’s a solution.

Our family lives in a rural 
area of NOTL, on a modest 
one acre property. While we are 
surrounded by many commer-
cial orchards and vineyards, 
our little acre is somewhat 
unique in that we’ve chosen a 
more ‘natural’ setting. 

We are surrounded by a 

A recently published article 
in the Canadian Medical Asso-
ciation Journal (jointly written 
with Dr. Ashleigh Tuite and 
Aria  Amoaco), entitled,  Impact 
of population mixing between 
vaccinated and unvaccinated sub-
populations on infectious disease 
dynamics: implications for SARS-
CoV-2 transmission, picked up 
by The Canadian Press and then 
by virtually every mainstream 
news outlet has been found to 
suffer a number of fundamental 
flaws, flaws that - once adjusted 
for - reasonably lead to conclu-
sions opposite to those in the 
article. 

This is an extremely serious 
matter, given that the dubious-
ly-based conclusions could give 
rise to medically unjustified and 
socially dangerous policies and 
opinions. That being the case, it 
behooves you to alert the public 
to the above article as soon as 
possible in order to limit its actu-
al and potential harm. 

While the paper’s flaws are 
both multiple and material, per-
haps its most glaring and fatal 
one is its absurd assumption of 
a mere 20 per cent immunity 
level in the general population, 

rich biodiversity that includes 
worms, songbirds, rats, frogs, 
squirrels, raccoons, possums, 
mice, voles, skunks, hawks, 
toads, owls, eagles, fox, deer, 
rabbits and yes, many coyotes. 
We currently have red-bel-
lied woodpeckers raising their 
young in our fruit tree, and a 
family of tiny rabbits under 
the cedars. In the summer 
the mice enjoy a feast of fallen 
blackberries and the birds seek 
shade in the pines. The worms 
enrich the soil and the birds in 
turn enjoy the worms. The fox 
hunts the vole, and so on. They 
all work together to create a 
natural ecosystem in which the 
food sources are abundant.  

I’m aware, of course, that 
this level of biodiversity isn’t the 
reality in Niagara’s more popu-
lated areas. And I’m equally 
aware that it’s not the life that 
most NOTL residents have 
chosen, or even desire. 

Realistically, (and on a 
much broader scale), not all 
creatures are desirable in all 
neighbourhoods. As they en-

when there are well documented 
studies extant that find as high 
as a ~90 per cent immunity level 
in real life- as opposed to some 
computer-based virtual one.

By replacing just that one 
assumption in the model with 
something based, not on mere 
conjecture, but on real world ev-
idence, its conclusions are stood 
on their heads, whereby the fully 
vaccinated are shown to be buff-
ered from infection/reinfection 
by the presence of unvaccinated 
individuals in the general popu-
lation. 

In that latter, far more sup-
portable case, the unvaccinated 
go from being the threats the 
article makes them out to be to 
beneficial members of society, 
instead. And, in a climate rife 
with finger-pointing and active 
scapegoating, such a turnaround 
can spare a beleaguered public 
the immense error of hurling cal-
umny, abuse and maybe more at 
undeserving individuals. 

I am operating on the as-
sumption that the subject pa-
per was intended to provide a 
valuable public service. Giv-
en its  above-noted (and other 
available-to-be-noted) material 

Wildlife in urban  
settings a complex situation

Reader objects to study  
of vaccinated, unvaccinated

croach upon our homes and 
cities, we collectively set up 
traps, sonar devices, sticky 
traps, flypaper, ant traps, spray 
poisons and use pesticides. Un-
derstandably, no one wants rats 
in their garage or critters eating 
up their vegetable patch. 

However, it’s absolutely 
connected to the whys. When 
our soil is depleted, the fields 
turn to sidewalks, and all the 
good hiding spots are gone . . . 
the rich, plentiful food sources 
slowly disappear. In a natural 
setting, a coyote shouldn’t need 
to hunt a pet, because mice, 
rabbits and squirrels would be 
abundant.

It’s an ideal that we’ve 
moved years beyond and, short 
of relocating all coyotes to rural 
areas (which seems an impos-
sibility), I’m not certain there’s 
a way to fix it. 

May we collectively be 
blessed with wisdom and dis-
cernment as we try.  

Betty Doerksen
A grateful NOTL resident

Our Old Town Cenotaph, 
the clock tower structure that 
stands in the centre of town, 
has been our centrepiece  for 
100 years.

A century ago June 24, the 
Cenotaph was officially un-
veiled as a memorial to soldiers 
from our community who 
died during the First World 
War. After the Second World 
War, more names were added 
of community members. Each 
year we gather at this spot to 

remember all who sacrificed 
for us. 

To honour this milestone, 
the town Cenotaph committee, 
in cooperation with Branch 
124 Royal Canadian Legion, 
will hold a parade   on Queen 
Street, Saturday, June 4, start-
ing at 11 a.m.   All veterans in 
the community are encouraged  
to join the ranks of the branch to 
honour all the men and women 
who have served to secure our 
freedom over this past century.

All townsfolk are invited to 
attend this celebration.

Local historian Ron Dale 
has published short biogra-
phies of some of the heroes 
named on the cenotaph. These 
are a poignant reminder of the 
person behind the name.

We are grateful for their 
sacrifice.  We will remember 
them for another 100 years. 

Allan Howse
Cenotaph committee

flaw(s), that intended good will 
be better served by the paper’s 
retraction at the earliest opportu-
nity, something that any person 
of good will would be anxious, 
no doubt, to do. Therefore, I have 
urged both the authors and The 
Canadian Press to retract these 
articles without delay; and I urge 
this paper to help defray the real 
and potential damage this mate-
rially flawed Trojan horse might 
cause the further from the barn of 
scientific and journalistic integri-
ty it is allowed to gallop.

Bruce Dickson
Chautauqua

Editor’s note: The study was 
published several weeks ago and 
there have been no retractions, 
and for those who trust Dr. Mus-
tafa Hirji, our acting chief  medical 
officer of health, he cites it as an-
other reason to be fully vaccinted.

On request, Mr. Dickson 
provided links to analyses that 
demonstrate his point: https://
viralimmunologist.substack.
com/p/fiction-disguised-as-sci-
ence-to-promote?s=r
And https://ourworldindata.
org/covid-models#imperial-col-
lege-london-icl

Hannah Otto and her sister So-
phia sang to the crowd from the 
Court House steps during the 
European Union flag-raising 
Monday. (Mike Balsom)

Singing sisters

Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

Murder in Provence (Brit 
Box, 2022) is based on the 
work of Longworth. The 
stories in the three episodes 
of season one are set in and 

around the magical town of 
Aix in France. Elegant and 
beautiful best describe the 
locale where diabolical mur-
derers are at work. These ep-
isodes certainly captured my 
undivided attention.

Donald Combe is a retired 

English teacher who loves 
to go to movies. Until he re-
sumes going to theatres, he 
has graciously agreed to share 
his opinions, through “short 
and sweet” exclusives, of 
Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch

LocalLETTERS LocalLETTERS

LocalLETTERS
Cenotaph a century old in June
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Christine Earl (right, standing), a member of the town’s environmental advisory committee, was pleased to participate in the 
reforestation project. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Fynlee, with the Green Herons group, came out to help plant trees.

Post-planting, the Green Herons group posed for a photo.
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Volunteers plant trees by Two Mile Creek
More than 50 volunteers 

got their boots and hands dirty 
last Thursday, helping to plant 
hundreds of trees at Two Mile 
Creek Conservation Area on 
Butler Street. 

Groups from the Greater 
Niagara Chamber of Com-
merce (GNCC), Welland’s 
Notre Dame College School, 
Trout Unlimited and the Vil-
lage Community Association, 
along with individual volun-
teers and neighbours of the 
location owned by the Niagara 
Peninsula Conservation Au-
thority (NPCA), brought their 
own shovels to assist in phase 
two of the reforestation project. 

Last July a number of ash 
trees infected with the Emerald 
Ash Borer were removed from 
the site. Many other invasive 
species not native to Southern 
Ontario, such as Manitoba ma-
ples, were also felled. 

Adam Christie, NPCA’s di-

rector of land operations, says a 
number of the authority’s sites 
have needed similar reforesta-
tion projects in recent years. 

“Being able to do projects 
like this is really exciting for 
us,” he said. “We notice the 
issue, we notice the negative 
impact. We did phase one last 
year (removal of the ash and 
maple trees). To come here and 
see everyone working together 
to plant all these trees to bring 
back forest health, it’s an excit-
ing time.”

The NOTL reforestation 
project   was one of many vol-
unteer opportunities provided 
by the NPCA across the region 
this spring. Christie says there 
is never any shortage of inter-
est from residents in helping to 
plant trees to replace those lost.

Volunteers worked on the 
south side of the conservation 
area, while a team of NPCA 
employees continued on the 
north side to plant almost 
5,000 native deciduous and co-
niferous trees appropriate for 

the silty soil conditions along 
the creek. Nine different spe-
cies of trees were being planted, 
including red oak, sycamore, 

silver maple, trembling aspen 
and speckled alder, as well as a 
number of shrubs.

The team worked with 
NPCA restoration specialist 
Stuart McPherson to map out 
where the new trees would 
go for the volunteer planting. 
McPherson spoke to The Local 
after giving the gathered volun-
teers a tutorial on how to prop-
erly plant the new saplings. 

“We came out earlier this 
morning and laid the plants 
out,” McPherson explained, “so 
it’s a little easier for the volun-
teers, and so they don’t have to 
figure out spacing. They can 
just come out and do what they 
want to do — put the plants in 
the ground.”

With much of Niagara 
possessing a clay-based soil, 
McPherson said Two Mile 
Creek’s location near the river 
will provide an excellent base 
in which the chosen trees can 
thrive.

“There will be occasional 
flooding,” he admitted, “but all 
the trees we chose don’t mind 
wet feet.”

Indeed, rain that fell 
Wednesday had left the soil 
soft and wet while a long pud-
dle greeted strollers along the 
paved pathway up toward Gar-
rison Village. 

But that didn’t stop the 
group of 10 youngsters from a 

St. Catharines-based environ-
mental group, the Green Her-
ons, from having a blast help-
ing their environment.

While one young boy 
named Dane said his goal was 
to plant 124 trees Thursday, 
his friend Henry’s target of 12 
seemed a bit more realistic. 

“I don’t want all the trees 
to be wiped out from the bugs 
that are destroying the ash 
trees,” said Henry when asked 
why he was there Thursday. 

Lindsay Currie, who runs 
the Green Herons out of her 
rural St. Catharines garage, says 
the group often participates in 
tree plantings as well as Earth 
Day garbage pickups. This 
summer they will be planting 
a pollinator garden at a senior’s 
home and looking for turtles to 
rescue on their nature hikes. 

“We have about 12 kids who 
come regularly, and another 12 
who show up to our communi-
ty events,” said Currie. “Many 
of them are home-schooled, 
but others go to public school 
and I get them out once a week 
to go out in the world to learn 
about our species and nature 
programming. They are doing 
great today. They love to get 
dirty.”

NOTL resident Christine 
Earl is a member of the town’s 
environmental advisory com-
mittee. She was pleased to 

participate in the reforestation 
project. 

“It’s a project that I think is 
an excellent one,” she said. “I 
wanted to see it happening and 
to contribute myself because 
I walk here quite frequently. I 
have known this area for more 
than 50 years when I first came 
here as a teenager.”

As a committee member, 
she was aware of the need for 
the previous trees to be re-
moved and replaced with the 
new species. 

“I know it looked pretty 
devastated for a while,” she ad-
mitted. “It will take a few years, 
but eventually it will look good. 
It’s the right thing to do.”

“It’s hard for people who 
feel emotionally attached to 
trees, to see their environment 
change,” McPherson told The 
Local. “But it’s really important 
to educate people why we are 
doing what we are doing.”

McPherson said that the 
inclusion of shrubbery as well 
as trees that grow a little more 
quickly will allow the conser-
vation area to look like a dense 
jungle within the next five 
years. That will be good news 
to many locals who expressed 
concern last year when the ash 
and other trees were felled.

“You won’t be able to 
see through here by then,” 
McPherson promised.

Mike Balsom
The Local

John Bald
Broker

Team Leader
905 984 1110

Lolita Hale
Sales 

Representative
905 380 6410
Lifetime NOTL 

Resident

F I N E  H O M E S  A N D  E S T A T E SF I N E  H O M E S  A N D  E S T A T E S

Fantastic opportunity! Large 116.99 x 232’ lot  
zoned R2-CH in the heart of Port Colborne. Once Record 

of Site Condition is removed, then permitted uses of 
detached dwelling, duplex or semi-detached apply. 

Contact listing agent for more information.
MLS#H41320273  |  Asking $499,900

PORT COLBORNE LOT

RESIDENTIAL

On the bus route. Presently 3 units:  
2- 2 bedroom, 1- 1 bedroom.  

City will allow a 4th unit addition.
MLS#H4124780  |  Asking $1,299,900

TRIPLEX NEAR BROCK UNIVERSITY

SOLD

Perfect starter or retirement home. 72’ x 100’ lot. 3 
bed/1 bath with main floor primary bedroom. Formal 

dining room. Eat-in kitchen. Spacious living room. 
1236 sqft. Detached garage. Quiet, mature street.

MLS#H4127397  |  Asking $650,000

IN THE HEART OF VIRGIL

SOLD

Bungaloft living at its best! Almost 3000 sqft of finished
living space on 3 levels. MF deck overlooking woodland 

behind. Fully finished suite in lower level with2nd kitchen/
bath/laundry/bedroom-with walk-out! Upper loft with 

another bedroom and bath. Backing onto nature! 
MLS#H4132472  |  Asking $1,249,900

STEVE BAUER TRAIL

BUNGALOFT
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Christopher Bowron*** .................... 905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** ...................................... 905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ........................ 905-651-2977
Victoria Bolduc* ............................... 905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* ................................. 905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ................................ 905-468-1256
Nicole Vanderperk* .......................... 905-941-4585

Viviane Elltoft* .................................. 905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ................................ 905-380-8012
Jane Elltoft* ...................................... 905-988-8776
Cheryl Carmichael* .......................... 905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* ................................. 905-685-2458
Christine Bruce* ............................... 905-328-9703
Linda Williams* ................................ 905-401-4240

Caroline Polgrabia* .......................... 905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ............................ 905-933-4983
Weston Miller* .................................. 289-213-8681
Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez* ........ 905-328-2145
Ricky Watson* ................................. 905-246-3387

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

The Highest Total Volume of 
Local Sales for the Past Decade

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

407 VICTORIA STREET
$1,298,000

MLS 40255046 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

652 KING STREET
$1,300,000

MLS 40255967  • Viviane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

532 VICTORIA STREET
$1,050,000

MLS 40243581 • Patricia Atherton and Caroline Polgrabia

31 RICARDO STREET LOT
$1,498,000

MLS 40191827 • Thomas Elltoft and Jane Elltoft

927 CONCESSION 5 ROAD
$1,798,000

MLS 40230752 • Weston Miller

240 NASSAU STREET LOT
$2,395,000

MLS 40206480 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

LOT 2 WILLIAM STREET
$1,295,000

MLS 40209734 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

26 GORING WAY
$1,498,000

MLS 40250697 • Randall Armstrong

SOLD

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

Ken Schander and Tim Lutton are checking out the electronics in 
preparation for this weekend’s NOTL Rotary sale. (Photos supplied)

Dianne Smith has a look at the many items spread out on sev-
eral tables for the Rotary sale.

The St. Davids Lioness Spring Sale, coming up this Saturday, 
has been organized by marketing committee members Diane 
Pewer (front) and (back, left)  Bunny Rozell, Cheryl White, 
and AnnaMarie Warriner. Missing from the photo is Lorraine 
Schooning. (Photo supplied)

Gigantic Garage Sale 
begins Friday

Lioness gearing up 
for spring market

The St. Davids Lioness 
Spring Market is back, big-
ger and better than ever.

It is happening at the St. 
Davids Lions Hall on York 
Road this Saturday, May 14, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This year, it’s been extend-
ed outdoors, which allows 
for more than 40 vendors 
and artists, says organizer 
AnnaMarie Warriner.

There will also be food 
and beverage trucks outside.

“We’re very excited about 
that,” she says. “It will be rain 
or shine, so we’re hoping for 
good weather.”

It’s an important fund-
raiser, after two years of 
scaling back, and all funds 
raised will go back into the 
community.

Their donation from 
this event will support dog 
guides for those in need. If 
there is someone local wait-
ing for a dog, that will always 
be their first choice, says 
Warriner, but if not, they’ll 
look further afield, hoping 
their donation stays in the 
Niagara area.

Parking for the event is 
free, as is admission to the 
market.

The Niagara-on-the- 
Lake Rotary Club’s Gigan-
tic Garage Sale is ready to 
go this weekend, with a 
preview Friday evening.

Rotarians are calling it 
“the largest ever sale of its 
kind in NOTL,” and with 
a large indoor space at the 
Cornerstone Church town 
campus building on Niag-
ara Stone Road, as well as 
tents outdoors for larger 
items such as furniture and 
sports equipment, it might 
well be.

The Friday, May 13 
preview, from 6 to 9 p.m., 
comes with a $25 entry fee, 
and is an opportunity to 
beat the crowds and shop 
early. 

There are more than 400 
paintings and prints alone, 
29 area rugs, sofas, kitchen 
stools, many dining room 
and bedroom suites, desks, 
office chairs, wall units, 
dishes, kitchen utensils, 
appliances and electronics, 
sports equipment, linens, 
toys, outdoor furniture, and 
many miscellaneous items.

All proceeds are to ben-
efit local and international 
children’s charities.

Items not sold at the 
event will be donated to 
local charities such as New-
ark Neighbours, Raft, Hab-

itat for Humanity, Niagara 
Furniture Bank, Christian 
Benefit Shop, and the Sal-
vation Army.

Penny Coles
The Local

Penny Coles
The Local
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MAY 21, 22, & 23

Celebrating the 54th Annual

 _____ MONDAY, MAY 23 _____

10 am • GATES OPEN

10 am to 10 pm • Rides & Midway

10 am • Face Painting – at the  
   Kids’ Pavilion

11 am • Free Pony Rides

11 am to 4 pm • Niagara Electric Flyers  
   Club – Centennial Arena

11 am to 10 pm • Stampede Outdoor  
   Food Court

12 pm to 4 pm • Kids’ Pavilion

12 pm to 5 pm • London Reptiles – at the  
   Kids’ Pavilion

12 pm, 2 pm & 5 pm • The Ben Show – at the  
   Kids’ Pavilion

9:30 pm • FIREWORKS

_____ SUNDAY, MAY 22 _____

11 am  • GATES OPEN 
  • Free Pony Rides

11 am to 8 pm • Rides & Midway

11 am to 4 pm • Niagara Electric Flyers  
   – Centennial Arena

11 am to 5 pm • Face Painting – at the  
   Kids’ Pavilion

11 am to 7 pm • Stampede Outdoor  
   Food Court

12 pm to 4 pm • Kids’ Pavilion

12 pm to 5 pm • London Reptiles – at the  
   Kids’ Pavilion

12 pm, 2 pm & 5 pm • The Ben Show – at the  
   Kids’ Pavilion

_____ SATURDAY, MAY 21 _____

10 am  • GATES OPEN

10 am to 9 pm  • Rides & Midway

10 am  • Face Painting at the  
   Kids’ Pavilion

11 am • Free Pony Rides

11 am to 4 pm • Niagara Electric Flyers  
   – Centennial Arena

11 am to 8 pm • Stampede Outdoor  
   Food Court

12 pm to 4 pm • Kids’ Pavilion

12 pm to 5 pm • London Reptiles – at  
   the Kids’ Pavilion

12 pm, 2 pm & 5 pm • The Ben Show – at  
   the Kids’ Pavilion

700 Penner St., Virgil
905.468.3242

pennerbuildingcentre.com

allgreenirrigation.ca
905-262-5613  |  info@allgreenirrigation.ca

1501 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil    
905-468-7241  |  silkscountrykitchen.com

365 Four Mile Creek Road, St. Davids
905-262-6600  |  stdavidscoldstorage.com

Welcome Back 
Virgil Stampede!

PAOLO MIELE 
Longtime and proud member of 
the Virgil Business Association

virgilstampede.ca

Join us for your 
family favourites: 

Victoria Day Fireworks, Rides, 
Midway and much more…

notllocal.com   facebook.com/notllocal  
 instagram.com/thenotllocal   @thenotllocal

P.O. Box 430, 1596 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, L0S 1T0
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Dr. Mustafa Hirji continues to emphasize the value of wearing 
masks, especially indoors. (Photo supplied)
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‘Cautious optimism’ as COVID trends downward
Given recent data, Dr. 

Mustafa Hirji is “cautious-
ly optimistic” that we are 
on a downward trend of 
new COVID cases.

Wastewater testing  
is showing signs that  
infections are on their 
way down “a little bit,” 
across the province, and 
although we’re not quite 
there yet in Niagara,  
with numbers varying de-
pending on the location  
of treatment plants, we 
could be getting there, Ni-
agara’s acting chief med-
ical officer of health said 
Monday.

The percentage of pos-
itive cases is definitely 
looking better provincial-
ly and in Niagara, falling 
from 20 per cent in recent 
weeks to 15 per cent, and 
there have been fewer 
outbreaks in the region of 
late, he said.

We’re also starting to 

see good news in hospitals 
across the province, but 
again, not quite so pos-
itive in the region, with 
Niagara Health still strug-
gling with over-capacity.  
There is still a lot of work 
for the local health sys-
tem to deal with in terms 
of COVID patients who 
are hospitalized, Hirji 
said, although those be-
ing treated primarily for 
COVID-19 “is a little flat-
ter,” and it is more often a 
secondary diagnosis for 
those being treated with 
other illnesses.

“However, the number 
of people dying in Ontario 
and in Niagara is trend-
ing upwards, with deaths 
more frequent,” he said. 
Instead of one death ev-
ery few days, it’s become 
one or two deaths from 
COVID every day.

He also spoke of the 
disparities between those 
with high and low in-
comes. Throughout ev-
ery wave, the people who 

have the highest incomes 
are much less likely to 
die from COVID-19 than 
those with lower incomes, 
he said, having an unequal 
impact on society. “We  
really want to make sure 
our society is a place that 
is going to be serving ev-
erybody, not necessarily 
just a few who are well 
off, or who are younger, or 
who are lower risk.”

Hirji again stressed the 
importance of wearing 
masks, and of being vac-
cinated.

He joined his peers 

in other public health 
units in a letter to Ontar-
io’s Chief Medical Offi-
cer of Health, Dr. Kieran 
Moore, last week, asking 
him to broaden his new 
section 22 order on mask-
ing. They expressed their 
concern for the “children 
missing school due to 
isolation, adults missing 
work due to exposure, 
employers struggling to 
operate due to COVID-19 
related absenteeism, and 
people suffering from long 
COVID-19.”

Hirji is urging all res-

idents of Niagara to con-
tinue to wear masks vol-
untarily in indoor spaces 
around others, and con-
tinues to recommend all 
organizations maintain 
their masking policies.

During Monday’s 
meeting, he cited a re-
cent study that shows in  
mixed gatherings, unvac-
cinated people put those 
who are vaccinated at 
risk, while those who are 
vaccinated provide some 
protection for those who 
are not. “The safest place 
for people to be is around 

others who are vacci-
nated,” he said, pointing 
that out as a reason to 
bring back the proof-of- 
vaccination mandate. 

Studies also show three 
doses of vaccine provide 
better protection against 
being hospitalized, and 
also against being re-in-
fected for those who have 
already had COVID.

On Tuesday, Niaga-
ra had 1,445 active cases 
in the region, and 116 in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. The 
highest numbers were in 
the 20 to 59 age group.

Penny Coles
The Local
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

For 75 years, Niagara Mo-
tors has been a driving force 
serving transportation needs 
for the Niagara Region. Es-
tablished in 1946 by Frank 
Willms, the dealership orig-
inally sold Case tractors, 
Myer’s farm sprayers, and 
Studebaker automobiles. 

Selling over 200 vehicles per 
year, General Motors (GM) 
quickly took notice and by 
1953, Niagara Motors was a 
GM branded store.

Owned by the Dick fam-
ily for the past 60 years, Ni-
agara Motors has sustained 
recessions, restructuring 

and rebranding. The success 
of Niagara Motors is due 
to family patriarch David 
G. Dick, known to most as 
Dave Sr., who led the deal-
ership for over five decades. 
In 1957, Dave Sr. was hard 
at work on his 50-acre farm, 
planting and harvesting a 
variety of tender fruits and 
vegetables. Instead of taking 
the winter off, preparing for 
the next growing season, he 
searched for a job to pro-
vide additional income for 
his growing family. With no 
automotive sales experience, 
Dave Sr. was not an ideal 
candidate, but Frank appre-
ciated his tenacity and gave 
him a chance.

Within four years of work-
ing at Niagara Motors, Dave 
Sr. purchased the dealership 
and began expanding the 
business with major renova-
tions in 1964, 1977, 2003 and 
2014. Niagara Motors has 
grown from a small car lot, 
with 15 vehicles, to a retail 
establishment on three sepa-
rate sites in Virgil. Today, the 
dealership is still a branded 
GM store, offering new and 
used vehicle sales, a service 
department, parts store and 
body shop.

Throughout its history, 

and eagerly shared them with 
anyone stopping in. While 
Dave Sr. is no longer with us, 
his family-oriented approach 
and the crates of peaches re-
main a dealership staple.

In honour of 75 years in 
business, Niagara Motors 
hosted a celebration event on 
Saturday, Aug. 28. The cele-
bration included a car show 
with classic GM vehicles, car 
wash, barbecue and raffle 
draw, with prizes donated by 
local businesses. The celebra-
tion served a joint purpose, 
being utilized as a fund-
raiser for Red Roof Retreat. 

Niagara Motors has always 
maintained its small-town, 
family-oriented approach. 
This is evident in the three 
generations of the Dick fam-
ily who have worked at the 
dealership, and Dave Sr.’s dai-
ly presence at the store until 
his passing in 2015. As he got 
older, many will remember 
Dave Sr. sitting in his office 
by the front door eager to talk 
with customers and employ-
ees as they walked into the 
showroom, signalling them 
with a wave. He often had 
crates of fresh peaches from 
his farm stacked in his office, 

We were so humbled by the 
incredible support of our 
community, and were able to 
raise $2,260. Niagara Motors 
pledged to match all funds 
raised and rounded the do-
nation up to a total of $4,700 
for Red Roof Retreat.

Niagara Motors is open 
Monday to Thursday 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m to 5 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. We will con-
tinue to be Virgil’s automo-
tive sales and service leaders 
and look forward to serving 
the community for the next 
75 years.

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years

SALES HOTLINE 1-800-563-0196 or 905-468-2145
www.niagaramotors.com

1537 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, ON

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years!
$10 off

Multi Point Inspection
Just like regular oil changes, a Vehicle Health 
Check is an important part of your vehicle’s 
maintenance schedule. An inspection every six 
months is required, as per your vehicle Owner’s 
Manual. It’s a multi-point inspection of your 
vehicle that helps you protect yourself and your 
automotive investment.

Vehicle Health Checks mean peace of 
mind and we’ve made it easy to schedule 

your Vehicle Health Check online 
through our website or by phone.

NIAGARA MOTORS
Buick - GMC

Lord Mayor Betty Disero congratulates Dave Dick Jr. as  
Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years in business. 

2004 Grand Re Opening. David Dick Sr. cutting the ribbon. 

Feature your business in our

The full page is made up of a 
HALF PAGE AD and HALF PAGE ARTICLE 

Article word count: 450-500  |  Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h
Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact
Karen at 905.641.5335 at karen@notllocal.com

Businesses outside NOTL contact
Julia at 905.934.1040 at julia@notllocal.com
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

When I was eight  
years old, my parents split 
up. I don’t have many 
memories of my dad be-
fore then. He was always 
either at work or out with 
friends. He drank a lot 
and I guess my mom fi-
nally had enough. I do 
remember hearing them 
argue at night when they 
thought I was asleep. Af-
ter my dad left, I didn’t 
hear from him much  
until eventually he stopped 
coming around altogether. 

My mom picked up 
more shifts at work and 
wasn’t home much after 
that. She started drink-
ing too and once she met 
Doug, things happened 
fast. We moved in with 
him when I was 11 and the 
fighting started all over 
again. Doug was worse 
than I remember my dad 
being. He was violent and 
by the time I turned 13 he 
was hitting me almost dai-
ly. I thought anything was 
better than being there so 
I left. I stayed at friends 
houses but that didn’t last 
long either. I turned to 
alcohol too, to numb the 
pain of feeling so alone 

and unwanted. I ended 
up on the street before my 
14th birthday. 

I spent 10 years home-
less, living in constant 
anxiety and fear. I was ex-
posed to the violence of 
street life and witnessed 
too many horrible things. 
There were times I didn’t 
think I would make it one 
more day. One of the low-
est points was when I re-
member being caught dig-
ging through the garbage 
outside a coffee shop, just 
to find something to eat. It 
had been days since I had 
any food in my stomach 
and I was in so much pain. 

Stepping through the 
doors of the youth shel-
ter was life-changing. I 
was welcomed with open 
arms where the staff made 
me feel safe for the first 
time in my life. In my four 
month stay at the emer-
gency shelter, I learned so 
many valuable skills. Hav-
ing a roof over my head 
and food in my stomach 
was no longer my only 
concern. 

I took advantage of ev-
ery program they had and 
credit my success to all the 

support I received in tran-
sitional housing where I 
was encouraged to follow 
my passion for photogra-
phy. Today, I am no lon-
ger homeless, I am sober, 
I have a career I love, an 
apartment to call my own 
and a healthy vision for 
the future.  

I learned that the place 
I stayed was funded by 
United Way Niagara – so 
were all the programs I 
attended while staying 
there. Without this sup-
port, I would never have 
been able to get off the 
street and be as successful 
as I am today. It is because 
of donors, like you, that 
these programs are able to 
exist. 

Thank you for saving 
my life.

United Way Niagara programs are life-changing

I was  
welcomed  

with open arms 
where the staff made 

me feel safe for  
the first time in  

my life.

“ 

”
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A group of students gather outside their academy for Red Letter Day. (Photos supplied) Hannah Jamal and Sydney Cornett have two of the leading 
roles in Red Letter Day.

Red Letter Day a winner at New York International Film Awards
Red Letter Day, a film 

produced by Yellow Door 
Theatre Project (YDTP) 
and starring a number of 
local teens, has been select-
ed as a winner at the New 
York International Film 
Awards (NYIFA). 

Written by Niagara- 
on-the-Lake resident Lez-
lie Wade and Scott Chris-
tian, the musical centres 
around the graduation of 
the fictional all-girls school 
High Gate Academy. 

While the graduation 
ceremony is the focus, 
characters ponder internal-
ly about their own personal 
struggles with identity, sex-
uality, expectations and loss 
in the wake of the death of 
one of their classmates.

NOTL acts as the back-
drop for many of the film’s 
scenes. The old Laura Sec-
ord Memorial School filled 
in for High Gate, while 
other shooting locations 
included the gazebo at the 
Niagara Pumphouse Arts 
Centre, St. Mark’s Anglican 
Church cemetery, Queen-
ston Heights, Royal Oak 
Community School and 

Niagara Shores Park.
The NYIFA is a month-

ly film and script competi-
tion with a public screening 
event held in Manhattan 
every three months. Their 
website lists their mission 
as to celebrate films and 
filmmakers from all over 
the world and to act as the 
next step in their career.

Wade submitted the 
film in the category of Best 
Musical following Red Let-
ter Day’s April 4 premiere 

at the FirstOntario Per-
forming Arts Centre in St. 
Catharines. It beat Susan 
Mey Lee Lim’s Teleporta-
tion for the top spot in the 
category for the month of 
April.

“I am so pleased for 
Lezlie to be receiving this 
recognition,” says Yellow 
Door’s founder and ar-
tistic producer Andorlie 
Hillstrom. “The cast were 
amazing, the music (by 
Christian) was brilliant. 

Lezlie’s writing, direction 
and editing was superb.”

Wade handled all the 
camera work for Red Let-
ter Day, which was shot 
largely outdoors last sum-
mer while COVID was still 
forcing social distancing 
restrictions. Many of the 
shooting days were held 
during the hottest, most 
humid moments of 2021, 
but the cast and crew were 
ecstatic to be involved in a 
creative project. 

Hillstrom describes 
long, hot summer days 
when parents drove their 
children to location and 
waited around for hours 
while take after take was 
completed. Many of those 
same parents filled seats in 
the graduation scene in the 
film.

Wade and Christian 
have collaborated on a 
number of projects   in re-
cent years, some of which 
have involved YDTP. Their 
short film Dead Reckoning 
included many young Ni-
agara actors in roles. And 
last year they modernized 
and adapted the classic 
tale of Hansel and Gretel 
into a Yellow Door musical 
which was performed at 
the PAC.

The cast for Red Letter 
Day included many YDTP 
regulars, such as St. Davids 
sisters Hannah and Ayla 
Jamal, Sydney Cornett 
(who also served as pro-

duction assistant), Mariah 
Rackal, Emily Fulton and 
Catherine Dubois.

Hillstrom learned about 
the award from Wade just 
this Monday. She says the 
recognition from NYIFA 
is exciting for everyone in-
volved.

“Film is different from 
theatre,” she explains. 
“With theatre, you receive 
an instantaneous response. 
With film, it isn’t like that 
at all. There’s a whole pro-
cess that you have to go 
through. Once you apply 
to these film festivals you 
sit around and wait.”

She describes the gene-
sis of the idea as something 
that came about over iced 
coffees in her Old Town 
backyard. She and Wade 
were looking for some-
thing to offer the teens 
who were struggling in 
the middle of the pandem-
ic, unable to gather with 
friends or, in the YDTP 
participants’ case, perform 
on stage or take theatre 
classes with industry pro-
fessionals. 

She credits Wade for 
running with the idea and 
coming up with the script, 
and says none of it would 
have happened without the 
financial support of Lau-
ren and Vaughn Goettler 
through their foundation.

“It wasn’t easy to do 
this (the film) right in the 
middle of COVID,” she 

laughs. “It was really stub-
bornness, determination 
and persistence that got it 
done.” 

Besides the NYIFA, 
Red Letter Day was also 
named an official selec-
tion for April 2022 at the 
Golden Bee International 
Children’s Film Festival in 
India. 

Golden Bee was estab-
lished in 2016 as a unique 
film festival focused on en-
tertaining and informative 
cinema for children. Over 
its first five years the festi-
val has covered 21 Indian 
cities across 12 states and 
screened more than 280 
films. The festival is known 
for choosing films that take 
on social issues in a posi-
tive way. 

Though winning the 
NYIFA award for Best 
Musical will not result in 
a public screening of Red 
Letter Day in Manhattan, 
the Golden Bee selection 
will mean that the film will 
be seen in that country. 

“Millions of schoolchil-
dren in India will see this 
film,” Hillstrom says with 
pure excitement. “And I 
know that Lezlie is busy 
submitting it to a lot of oth-
er festivals as well. It’s just 
incredible that people are 
responding to this film.”

“I didn’t imagine that 
this could happen,” she 
adds. “It’s pretty darn amaz-
ing. Our little film has legs.”

Mike Balsom
The Local

Second courthouse  
site gets new plaque

‘Not everyone is open to it’ 

the influx of freedom seek-
ers after Britain passed the 
1833 Slavery Abolition Act 
and the United States enact-
ed the Fugitive Slave Act of 
1850. By the late 1840s, the 
church’s membership was 
predominantly Black and 
from 1849-56 was led by 
Black Baptist minister Fran-
cis Lacy. There are at least 15 
burials in the churchyard, in-
cluding Herbert Holmes and 
Jacob Green, who were killed 
in the Solomon Moseby Af-
fair that took place at the 
Niagara jail in 1837. Holmes 
and Green were among Ni-
agara community members 
who prevented Moseby from 
being returned to slavery in 
the United States. After the 
1860s, the population de-
clined, and the church closed 
in 1878. The burial ground is 
a reminder of the church and 
the significant Black com-
munity in Niagara.”

On the same day, the 
Ontario Heritage Trust un-
veiled an updated provincial 
plaque in Toronto to com-
memorate The Solomon 
Moseby Affair, 1837. “Up-
dating this plaque is part 
of the ongoing work of the 
Trust to tell Ontario’s sto-
ries in an honest, authentic 
and inclusive way,” the an-
nouncement said. 

The  bilingual plaque 
reads as follows:  

THE SOLOMON MOSE-

Steve Watson, the expert 
searching for graves with 
ground-penetrating radar, 
said he believes in the prac-
tice of dowsing, which Bo-
gusat was pleased to hear 
— those who are interested 
in science are not typically 
open to dowsing as a valid 
tool for finding what lies 
beneath the ground, he 
says.

Dowsing, also called di-
vining, is described as the 
ancient practice of holding 
twigs or metal rods that are 

BY AFFAIR 1837  
“The second courthouse 

and jail of the Niagara Dis-
trict was erected at this site 
in 1817. Several high-profile 
cases were tried here, includ-
ing that of African-Ameri-
can freedom seeker Solomon 
Moseby. In the spring of 
1837, Moseby stole his en-
slaver’s horse and escaped, 
settling in Niagara. A few 
weeks later, his new-found 
freedom was threatened 
when his enslaver arrived 
with an arrest warrant and 
extradition papers. Mose-
by was detained at this jail 
while awaiting an extradition 
decision. Over 200 Black 
community supporters mo-
bilized and camped outside 
to protest Moseby’s possible 
return to slavery and harsh 
punishment in the United 
States. When the extradition 
order was given, the protes-
tors obstructed Moseby’s re-
moval. Two Black residents, 
Herbert Holmes and Jacob 
Green, were killed. Moseby 
escaped, fled to England, and 
later returned to live in Niag-
ara. For African Canadians, 
this was not simply about 
justice for one man. If Mose-
by’s enslaver had succeeded, 
they could all be vulnerable 
to extradition and re-en-
slavement. This incident 
helped to establish Canadian 
extradition and refugee poli-
cies that are still used today.”

As historic background 
information to the update, 

supposed to move in re-
sponse to hidden objects. 
It is often used to look for 
water or metal, and some-
times, graves.

However it has not been 
shown to work in con-
trolled scientific tests. What 
is at play, scientists say, is 
“ideomotor movements” 
— caused by subconscious 
mental activity.

Bogusat was having 
fun testing his confidence 
in dowsing, but knew the 
proof would be in how his 
discoveries match up with 
the radar report.

the Ontario Heritage Trust 
explains, “the second Ni-
agara courthouse and gaol 
(jail) complex was erected 
in 1817. It served the Niag-
ara District that was creat-
ed in 1798 from the Home 
District and consisted of 
two counties on the Niaga-
ra peninsula – Haldimand 
County on the north shore 
of Lake Erie and compris-
ing part of the Grand River 
Tract granted to the Six Na-
tions in 1784, and Lincoln 
County, which included 
most of the Niagara Penin-
sula and extended west as 
far as Ancaster Township.

“It replaced the first 
courthouse constructed in 
1795 at King and Prideaux 
streets (present-day loca-
tion of Bernard Gray Hall 
Bed and Breakfast). The first 
courthouse was a simple 
blockhouse building. It was 
burned down by American 
troops in 1813 during the 
War of 1812 and resulted in 
the loss of 300 lives of pris-
oners held at the facility.  

Built near Rye and Cot-
tage streets, the second 
courthouse was considered 
to be one of the finest public 
buildings in the province at 
that time. It was construct-
ed of red brick with a styl-
ish woodwork interior. The 
Niagara Jail was the only 
place of incarceration for 
criminals in the district un-
til the Kingston Penitentiary 
opened in 1835.”

Whatever is making the 
L-shaped wires move in his 
hands, which hold onto a 
straw that each wire sits in, 
he likes to think they are re-
acting to what is below the 
ground.

It’s important, he says, 
to relax, and visualize what 
you’re looking for.

He believes everyone 
has the ability to dowse, 
“but not everyone is open 
to it.”

He calls it a body-earth 
connection, and “it’s a mat-
ter of being open to that 
connection.”

Continued from page 5

Continued from page 5
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The Newark Singers will perform anthems by Handel, directed by Michael Tansley, to celebrate the 70th year on the throne for Queen Elizabeth II. (Mike Balsom)
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Queen’s Platinum Jubilee concert at St. Mark’s
Retired St. Mark’s An-

glican Church organist 
and music director Mi-
chael Tansley is hoping the 
upcoming Queen’s Plati-
num Jubilee concert at the 
church will stand out as 
something positive, after 
more than two years deal-
ing with the pandemic.

On June 4, Tansley 
gathers his Newark Singers 
with a 15-piece orchestra, 
including members of the 
Niagara Symphony, for a 
loving tribute to honour 
and celebrate the 70th year 
on the throne for Queen 
Elizabeth II.

“That is pretty unique, 
no one has ever reached 
that milestone,” marvels 
Tansley. “I felt that noth-
ing locally was happening 
to celebrate this. We might 
be the only concert in  
Niagara as far as I know. 
This is worth doing, and 
doing well.”

The program will in-
clude the four Corona-
tion Anthems written by 
composer George Frider-
ic Handel, probably best 
known for his Messiah, a 
staple of Christmas con-
certs worldwide. 

“He wrote four anthems 
back in 1727,” explains 
Tansley. “Only one of 
them, Zadok The Priest, is 
played with any regularity 
these days. That will be the 
most familiar to listeners. 
But the other ones are cele-
bratory, too. Handel wrote 
for singers. People identify 
with his style of writing, 
and choirs love to pull out 
some Handel.”

All four anthems, in-
cluding Let Thy Hand Be 
Strengthened, The King 
Shall Rejoice, and My Heart 
Is Inditing, were composed 
by Handel for and per-
formed at the 1727 corona-
tion of George II. 

Since retiring from St. 
Mark’s in late 2017, Tans-
ley has continued to work 
with the Newark Singers, 
who call the Byron Street 
church home. Though 
the pandemic has meant 
a drastic drop in activity, 
he was able to organize a 
Christmas concert at the 
end of 2021.

“We did a carol concert 
with readings, called A 
Covid Christmas,” he tells 
The Local. “We did two 
performances, and about 
50 people came to each. 
It was great to be together 
again.”

He explains that there 
are still some very strict 
rules in relation to both 
using the church and to 
choir singing itself. Mem-
bers still must be masked, 
but he is hoping that by 
the June performance date 
those rules might change. 

“When all this hap-
pened I didn’t want to 
stand in front of a choir 
wearing masks,” he re-
members.  “I dug my heels 
in, thinking there was no 
way to produce a good 
sound with masks on. But I 
relented for that Christmas 
show and I was very happy 
I did.”

He was surprised by 
the quality of the diction 
and tuning of the choir for 
those performances, but 
admitted there were a few 
limitations that his high-
ly-trained ear could dis-
cern. And at times he was 
loath to stop and correct 
his singers.

“What one can’t do as 
a choral director is talk 
to them about quality of 
sound,” he says of directing 
a masked group, “blend-
ing, listening to each other 

and trying to put some co-
lour into the music. They’ll 
do it innately, but normally 
the conductor will say ‘I’d 
like you to do this, or do 
that’. You have to compro-
mise a bit.”

The native of Here-
fordshire, England spent 
nine years as music direc-
tor at St. Mark’s, working 
alongside Rev. Bob Wright. 
Tansley left his role as as-
sistant music director at 
Tonbridge School in Kent 
to come to Canada to be 
the music director at Rid-
ley College. He spent nine 
years there, then the same 
amount of time at Albert 
College in Belleville, before 
returning to Ridley for an-
other nine-year stretch. 

Along the way he was 
also the organist at St. Tim-
othy’s Church in North 
York and sang in the Elora 

Festival Singers and the To-
ronto Festival Choir. He re-
fers to his near-decade at St. 
Mark’s as his retirement job, 
though as Tansley says, mu-
sicians never really retire.   

Tansley began the New-
ark Singers in 2015 as a 
chamber choir of about 16 
singers. Its membership 
fluctuates higher, though, 
depending on the works 
to be performed. Newark’s 
repertoire encompasses 
madrigals, folk songs, part 
songs and sacred music, 
which often involves a 
double choir. 

The Handel repertoire 
for the Queen’s Jubilee 
concert is one of those 
where the Newark Singers 
are augmented with addi-
tional members. 

Handel’s music will be 
interspersed with poetry 
readings befitting a coro-

nation. These will be deliv-
ered by veteran Shaw and 
Foster Festivals actor Don-
na Belleville, and Jamie 
Mainprize, a film and tele-
vision actor who resides in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. 

Concert attendees on 
June 4 will be required 
to wear a mask. Tickets 
are $20 and must be pur-
chased in person. They are 

on sale at St. Mark’s Angli-
can Church’s Addison Hall 
from 9:30 a.m. until noon 
on Mondays, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, as well as 
between Sunday church 
services, from 9:15 to 10:15 
a.m., on May 8 and 22. 

“It’s time to get some 
good music going,” says 
Tansley. “We need some-
thing positive right now.”

Mike Balsom
The Local
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Owen Bjorgan has provided a Google Earth snapshot, and has highlighted the Oak Ridges Moraine in blue, and the Niagara 
Escarpment in red.
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Oak Ridges Moraine a beautiful hiking spot

We talk and write about 
the Niagara Escarpment  
a fair amount, and  
rightfully so.

It is our most protected 
ecosystem in not only Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake, but the 
whole of southern Ontario. 
Its endless collection of wa-
terfalls and scenic  cliff tops 
are home to some of Canada’s 
highest levels of biodiversity, 
and provide outstanding rec-
reational opportunities.

For today though, let’s 
look across Lake Ontario to 
the escarpment’s  lesser-cele-
brated glacial cousin, the Oak 
Ridges Moraine. 

This elevated landform 
runs for approximately 160 
kilometres, from Peel to 
Rice Lake, broadly arching 
up and around the whole of  
the Greater Toronto Area 
(GTA). A moraine, like an 
escarpment, is a geological 
creation due to the action of 
glacial retreat.

Essentially, it is a gigan-
tic pile of soil and rock that 
has been shaped and placed 
where it is today. The differ-

ence between a moraine and 
an escarpment is that the mo-
raine is much less severe, and 
way more subtle, than the 
sheer drop of an escarpment. 

Perhaps the Oak Ridges 
Moraine’s subtleness is its un-
intentional downfall. 

Toronto continues to 
exhibit aggressive radial 
growth outwards, like bac-
teria in a petri dish. With no 
obvious room to grow south 
into Lake Ontario, the GTA 
continues to expand inland 
and northbound. It has now 
effectively met up with the 
ecologically-sensitive and 
important moraine, but is 
perceived by many as just a 
bunch of random hills and 
pockets of woods.

Both the Niagara Escarp-
ment and The Oak Ridges 
Moraine are glacial features 
that sit elevated and tucked 
away from Lake Ontario’s 
shore, but I would argue the 
latter faces more pressure to 
its integrity. 

Like the Niagara Escarp-
ment does for citizens of the 
Niagara Region, the Oak 
Ridges Moraine is an essen-
tial refuge for wildlife, and is 
the birthplace of many im-
portant watersheds. 

The Credit, Humber, 
Don, and Rouge Rivers, and 
other urban waterways, have 
their headwaters up in the 
moraine. These rivers are 

fed by not only rainfall, but 
an essential reserve of aqui-
fer water which sits stored 
beneath the 12,000-year-old 
glacial hills. As urban sprawl 
encroaches on these forested 
mounds, we run the risk of 
not only eliminating precious 
habitat, but also tampering 
with the city’s freshwater 
quality and quantity. 

The headwaters of the 
rivers are irreplaceable start-
ing points offering cool, ox-
ygenated water, and acting 
as a sponge for flood pro-
tection. As Ontario obtusely 

continues to pave over the 
remaining forested areas of 
the moraine, the risk of flash 
flooding will only increase 
for the GTA’s residents. 

The current stands of the 
remaining ecosystem are 
quite different from Niagara’s 
section of the escarpment. 
Our forests are technically 
part of the Carolinian For-
est zone, whereas the Oak 
Ridges Moraine is part of 
the St. Lawrence Mixed For-
est. Although the moraine is 
slightly less biodiverse, it still 
contains larger swaths of hab-

itat than the Niagara Escarp-
ment’s thin ribbon of green. 

My attention  was drawn 
to the moraine as provin-
cial election season is off to 
the races. As someone who 
doesn’t identify with any 
particular political party, I 
wanted to take a moment 
to objectively point out the 
Conservative’s promises for 
the construction of the pro-
posed Highway 413 and the 
Bradford Bypass. 

I am not anti-develop-
ment, and I understand 
southern Ontario is poised 

for explosive population 
growth in the coming de-
cades. I do, however, ques-
tion how these two highways 
will impact the Oak Ridges 
Moraine, and how that im-
pact will influence the lives 
of those who will soon dwell 
along it. 

If you ever have the op-
portunity, the moraine is 
still full of unique hiking and 
beautiful exploring oppor-
tunities, and it is just a short 
drive away, on the outskirts of 
Canada’s most densely popu-
lated area. 
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Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local
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Volunteers needed for LemonAid Day
Event will help send
kids in need to camp

Mark Basciano of Mountainview Building Group, and Kaitlyn 
and Jayden, are honourary hosts of this year’s LemonAID Day. 

Kaitlyn and Jayden making lemonade to help other children are the inspiration for LemonAid 
Day.  (Photos supplied)
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On Sunday, June 12, chil-
dren will be helping to send 
other, less fortunate children 
to summer camp.

LemonAID Day, or-
ganized by Mountainview 
Building Group and the 
FACS Niagara Foundation, 

will take place across the re-
gion, building on an event 
that started a couple of years 
ago, with a single lemonade 
stand set up by two children, 
Jayden and Kaitlyn — now 
considered honorary hosts — 
in their front yard. Their goal 
was to raise enough money to 
send a child to summer camp.

Caroline Polgrabia, a  

Niagara-on-the-Lake native 
and president of the Family 
and Children’s Services Foun-
dation board, appeared at 
town council recently to talk 
about the event, stressing 100 
per cent of the money raised 
will go FACS Niagara to send 
kids to summer camp.

The event is planned to 
“engage families, particularly 
young people, to get involved 
in our community,” says Mark 
Basciano, president of Moun-
tainview Building Group.

The goal is to have 100 
LemonAID teams set up 

stands across Niagara, in ev-
ery municipality — six are 
planned for NOTL, although 
Polgrabia told councillors 
families can set up their own, 
and fundraise with the same 
goal. 

“Summer camps give 
great, lifelong memories 
while helping kids build social 
skills and self-confidence,” 
says Polgrabia. “We have a big 
goal this year, but we know 
we can reach it. We’re excited 
to create many big smiles this 
summer.”

She told councillors the 
goal is to raise $100,000 to 
send 400 or more kids to 
camp.

Registration for Moun-
tainview LemonAID Day 
is now open. Teams will be 
provided with the essential 
supplies needed to run the 
stand, including lemonade 
concentrate, pitchers, cups, 
directional signs, instruc-
tions, T-shirts and hats, and 
a re-usable stand to be assem-
bled on a four- to six-foot ta-
ble. All teams are encouraged 
to make their stands unique, 
from choosing a team name 
to decorating the stand itself. 

Kids are asked to team up 
with their friends and fami-
ly, and register for their own 
LemonAID stand, or join an 
existing team. 

In addition to Mountain-

view Building Group, spon-
sors include Commercial 
Cleaning, Cotton Construc-
tion, Meridian Credit Union, 
and Silverline as the team 
sponsors, and Tim Hortons 
of West Niagara as the lem-

onade concentrate sponsor. 
To learn more about 

Mountainview LemonAID 
Day, and to register or join 
a team, visit facsniagara 
foundation.org/mountain 
viewlemonaidday/Penny Coles
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Author Terry Boulton’s family used to own a stretch of waterfront that went as far as Ball 
Road, which is behind him. (Penny Coles)

Terry’s father, in front of the boat he refurbished, hoping it would allow him to continue fishing, 
but it was too late — the fish were gone. (NOTL Museum)

Fishermen in Niagara around 1920 included locals Willam Ball, top, third from right (with 
moustache), Ed Ball, bottom right foreground, Jim (Pud) Patterson, seated bottom left with 
pipe, and William Currie, seated left, front with legs crossed. 
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Fishing industry stories told by waterfront resident
There are some in  

town who can remember 
when there was a fishing 
industry, when fish caught 
locally was still sold, but not 
what the industry was like at 
its peak, when it supported 
and sustained many Niagara 
families.

Terry Boulton has some 
memories of his father and 
others going out daily in 
boats, bringing home an ev-
er-diminishing quantity of 
fish, until there were simply 
no more. His second book 
to feature waterfront activi-

ty, Destroyed — Commercial 
Fishing in Niagara, has recent-
ly been released, and chroni-
cles the rise and fall of that 
industry. It incorporates his 
limited memories of his early 
years, as a child, and recent 
conversations with others 
with similar recollections, but 
it is much more based on a 
decade of extensive research.

Boulton, born in 1943, is 
a retired high school English 
teacher, and a great source of 
stories of all kinds regarding 
earlier days in NOTL, espe-
cially of the waterfront.

During his research of the 
fishing industry, which was 
also an opportunity to learn 

more about his own family 
history, he came across many 
reports of smuggling in the 
area and how NOTL became 
embroiled in the American 
prohibition. His attention was 
briefly diverted, and in 2021, 
he published   Smuggling on 
the Lower Niagara River, 1920 
to 1933. 

And then he returned to 
his research, “day after day 
after day,” a gruelling expe-
rience of searching through 
microfiche, mostly at the St. 
Catharines library, for infor-
mation about the ebb and 
flow of commercial fishing 
in Niagara, how it came to an 
end, and why, he concludes, it 

will never be revived.
He calls it a labour of love, 

undertaken because if he 
hadn’t written about it, that 
important part of local histo-
ry would have been lost.

He relies heavily on the 
writings of Elizabeth Ascher, 
best known locally for her 
work helping the Polish sol-
diers who suffered from influ-
enza while in Niagara train-
ing for the First World War. 
Ascher was also a “Niagara- 
on-the-Lake correspondent” 
for the St. Catharines Stan-
dard for 37 years, described 
in her obituary as one of the 
best they had.

Boulton also read the col-
umns of Joe Masters, author 
of Niagara Reminiscences, 
which were published in the 
Niagara Advance, then an 
independent local newspa-
per that was first published 
in 1919. Masters was Ascher’s 
younger brother.

However, Boulton discov-
ered, as he thought he was fin-
ished his research, that John 
W. Kerr, the Ontario fishing 
industry overseer from 1864 
to 1888, had kept a daily 
journal of his work. Boulton 
went back to Kerr’s writings 
to add to and clarify some of 
the points he had made in his 
own book.

As part of his preface, 
Boulton explains the spelling 
of his family name, which 
is also reflected in the name 

of the waterfront his family 
owned, Boulton’s Beach.

Two brothers named 
Bolton, he explains, Charles 
and John (Jack), worked 
together in the mid to late 
1800s, and were business 
partners. When John’s wife 
died and he remarried, the 
partnership was dissolved, 
although the brothers  con-
tinued to work together. John 
assumed the Boulton spelling 
in 1879 to differentiate their 
businesses, and from then on 
was referred to by that spell-
ing.

Boulton writes of those 
who had first-hand knowl-
edge of the early days of the 
local fishing industry, up to 
the 1850s and beyond, de-
scribing the quantities of 
fish, including salmon, trout, 
whitefish and herring, as sur-
prising, and apparently  in-
exhaustible — whitefish so 
much so they were destroyed 
in great numbers, considered 
a nuisance.

By the late 1880s and 
beyond, the salmon. white-
fish and lake herring were 
by and large gone in many 
parts of Lake Ontario, but 
not so — yet — in Niagara. 
Boulton writes of successful 
fishing carried out by nets, 
so important to the industry; 
the regulations developed to 
govern commercial fishing, 
which were often ignored; 
and the resulting overfishing, 

as local men were intent on 
feeding their families.

In the early 1900s, engines 
were added to boats which 
had previously relied on sail 
or oar, allowing men to trav-
el further for fish, and return 
the same day.

He recalls his memories of 
passing by the Department of 
National Defence rifle range. 
Not wanting to go too far out, 
his father ignored the buoys 
marking the danger zone, 
and he was told to lie down 
in the boat for safety, on the 
far side of the engine block, as 
soldiers fired their weapons 
out into the lake, bullets flying 
over his head.

He also remembers be-
ing awakened early in the 
morning by his father, going 
to his grandfather’s house to 
meet with other fishermen, 
and heading out to the lake 
to set their nets while it was 
still dark. He would be home 
in time to go to Parliament 
Oak, the King Street school 
he watched being built as a 
small child. 

There were days, he re-
calls, when his dad picked 
him up at Parliament Oak to 
head out on the lake — in-
cluding during Hurricane 
Hazel, in 1954.

He was often called on 
to help with turning the net 
reels, which released the 
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are accepted. Payment can also be made electronically from your bank 
account using the 19-digit roll number.

If payment is made at a bank or other pay station, your account will be 
credited only after the Town has received settlement from the bank. 
Please allow ten (10) working days for payment processing.

A penalty of 1.25% will be added on the first day of default and on the 
first day of each month thereafter. To avoid penalty and interest charges, 
payment must be received at the Town Municipal Office by the due date. 
Penalties may not be waived.

Failure to receive a bill does not excuse a taxpayer from the responsibility 
of payment of taxes and penalty. If you have not received your tax notice, 
please contact the Finance division at 905-468-3266 to ensure that your 
correct mailing address, including PO Box, is on file.

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED A MORE CONVENIENT WAY TO PAY YOUR TAXES?

Save time and potential late fees by paying your taxes through our  
Pre-Authorized Payment (PAP) plan or through online or telephone banking. 
Property owners can also request to receive their property tax bills and 
notices from the Town by e-mail only through a new eSend service.

For information on payment options or to sign up for eSend, visit the  
Town’s website at www.notl.com or contact our Finance division directly  
at 905-468-3266 ext. 230.

2022 MUNICIPAL TAX REMINDER NOTICE
INTERIM SECOND INSTALLMENT 
DUE WEDNESDAY, MAY 18, 2022

Tax Rates as per Interim By-Law No. 5374-21

Continued on page 17
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All Along the Waterfront exhibit opening at museum
For thousands of years 

Niagara’s waterfront has been 
witness to a changing world. 
Traditional hunting and 
gatherings, warring nations, 
settlers and refugees, traders, 
tourists, and pleasure seekers 
have all been attracted to the 
most important river in the 
largest freshwater system on 

earth - the Niagara River.
The NOTL Museum’s 

latest exhibition, All Along 
the Waterfront, opens on 
May 18 and explores the re-
lationship between Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake and its water-
front, its industries, growth, 
and its traditions — all of 
this due to its prized location, 
overlooking the mouth of the 
Niagara River as it pours into 
Lake Ontario.

Except the Niagara Riv-
er isn’t actually a river. It’s a 
58-kilometre long strait, or 
connecting channel, that 
flows north from Lake Erie to 
Lake Ontario, carrying water 
from the Upper Great Lakes 
— Superior, Huron, and 
Michigan.

These same waters pro-
vided an economic highway 
for the lucrative fur trade that 
dominated the settlement of 

Upper and Lower Canada for 
more than 250 years. 

The economic fortunes 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake have 
been equally tied to the Ni-
agara River: the rise and fall 
of a shipping industry that 
dominated world markets; a 
flourishing commercial fish-
ing enterprise that saw mas-
sive decline in fish stocks; and 
a dock area that was for de-
cades the noisy, smelly, indus-
trial heart of the town. The 
environment impact of these 
ventures is also explored as 

today’s NOTL embraces the 
recreational and tourist ap-
peal of the Niagara River. 

The waterfront represents 
much of Niagara’s growth, 
from traditional land to tour-
ist mecca, and the highly de-
veloped communities that 
now occupy its shores.

Without it, Niagara-on- 
the-Lake would never have 
even existed.

All Along the Waterfront 
opens May 18 and runs to 
Dec. 18.  

Complimenting the ex-

hibit is the NOTL Muse-
um’s first in-person lecture 
this year, A History of  C&C 
Yachts, on May 19 at 7.30 p.m. 

The award-winning glob-
al success of C&C Yachts is 
legendary. They operated 
their factory in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake for 30 years, and 
were Canada’s largest builders 
of sailboats before being de-
stroyed by fire in 1994. 

For more information on 
both these events, call 905-
468-3912, or check www. 
notlmuseum.ca  

Barbara Worthy
NOTL Museum

Museum managing director and curator Sarah Kaufman cleaning the SS Cayuga model 
in preparation for the exhibit. (Photos supplied)

Volunteers Glen Smith and Chris Allen prep a canoe to move it downstairs to the  
display area. 

Volunteers Glen Smith and Chris Allen, aided by Sarah Kaufman and Shauna Butts, and 
watched over by Louis the dog, successfully portage the 100-year-old canoe from the top 
floor to the main exhibit floor of the museum.

Author’s father one who 
fished until they were gone
nets into the water, and also 
knocking eel off the transom 
of the boat.

He writes of the dangers 
of the industry, chiefly due 
to bad weather; of the fish 
peddlers before the arrival of 
the railroad in 1854, which 
opened up the ability to sell 
more fish commercially; the 
growth of fish markets; the 
accompanying prosperous 
times; and the resulting con-
flicts and turmoil over regula-
tions set to control the indus-
try, fishermen often flouting 
the law, and the lack of en-
forcement.

Overfishing continued 
right up to the 1950s, by his 
father as well as other locals 
desperate to pursue the only 
livelihood they knew, to feed 
their families, and in doing so, 
he writes, causing the extinc-
tion of most species in Lake 
Ontario, and destroying their 
way of life forever.

Boulton tells the poignant 
story of his father, whom he 
describes as a kind, gentle 
man and a wonderful father, 
buying a new, expensive boat 
in 1951, as “a last ditch ef-
fort to continue to fish.” But 
by those days, the fish were 
gone, commercial fishing was 
finished, and he recalls grow-
ing up poor, while his father 
tried to eke out a living as a 
mechanic.

He also remembers the 
day he watched his father 
burn his fishing nets in the 

backyard. It became the 
young Boulton’s job to pick 
up the lead weights that re-
mained after the nets were 
destroyed, while having no 
understanding of the magni-
tude or the reasoning behind 
what he had just witnessed, 
he says.

He and Ruth now live in 
their beautiful retirement 
home on Delatre Street, with 
a perfect view of the Toronto 
skyline. Boulton purposely 
continues to use the original 
spelling of the street, named 
after Col. Delatre, at one time 
the president of the former 
current Harbour and Dock 
Company, which was such an 
important part of the Dock 
Area story. In recent years the 
town has changed the street 
signs to Delater, he points out.

From the anchoring 
breakwall that shores up the 
waterfront upon which their 
home is built, he can point 
in one direction toward The 
Whale Inn or The Elliott 
House at the corner of King 
and Delatre Streets, and in 
the opposite direction to Ball 
Street, a stretch of waterfront 
which once belonged to his 
family. The portion that is 
now municipally-owned, he 
traded to the town, keeping a 
portion of what he refers to as 
Boulton’s Beach — common-
ly referred to as Balls Beach 
by the general public — on 
which he was able to build 
his home. Those names, Balls 
Beach and Boulton Beach, he 
suspects, “are purely anecdot-
al, the name Balls Beach hav-

ing been introduced when the 
Ball family moved to town.”

Ball Street, he adds, was 
named after a director of the 
Niagara Harbour and Dock 
Company. “I don’t believe 
there was ever such a thing 
as documentation of either 
name associated with the wa-
terfront in question.” 

Local lore, Boulton says, 
“introduced the name Ball, to 
what had or has been Boulton 
property, since 1881.”

Boulton is a man of many 
stories to tell, not just those 
related in his two books of 
waterfront activity, but about 
his knowledge of the town, 
going back decades, and the 
people who have made it 
what it is. He chooses to steer 
clear of the limelight, focusing 
on research and writing his 
stories, so we can only hope 
there are more books to come 
— although both he and Ruth 
laugh when asked, and say an 
emphatic no to that.

Destroyed — Commercial 
Fishing in Niagara, which 
Boulton describes as an “an-
ecdotal account” based on 
stories and reports as told 
by locals, presents a fasci-
nating look at an important 
era in the town’s history. It is 
available now at Simpson’s 
Apothecary on King Street, at 
The Scottish Shop on Queen 
Street, and at the NOTL Mu-
seum on Castlereigh Street, 
or call him at 905-468-3765 
to purchase a copy.

He is holding a book-sign-
ing at the museum on Friday, 
May 27, from 2 to 4 p.m.

Continued from page 16
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Excitement already building for polo’s return
The sport of kings is 

returning to Niagara-on- 
the-Lake Sept. 10.

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Museum announced last 
week the return of its polo 
fundraiser to the historic 
Commons this fall. 

Museum director of fi-
nance and marketing Amy 
Klassen expects as many 
as 2,500 visitors to the  
Commons between noon 
and 4 p.m. that day. 

“It’s a really popular event,” 
Klassen says. “The Friends of 
Fort George did it in 2014 
then passed it on to us as a 
fundraiser for the museum. 
We brought in about $20,000 
in 2016, and we doubled that 
and raised $40,000 in 2018.”

She credits increased 
sponsorship and community 
support for the two-fold in-
crease in proceeds. As well, 
after polo was absent from 
town from about 1999 to 
2014, there was a buzz built 
when the fundraiser was run 
every other year for that re-
cent stretch. 

As anyone who has at-
tended in the past would 
likely agree, the Commons is 
a perfect site for the influx of 
horses, trailers and tents that 
arrive for the event. 

Klassen explains that 
in 2014, one of the Friends 

of Fort George’s sponsors, 
Rankin Construction, came 
in with equipment to level the 
field for that year’s event. That 
has left the area in great shape 
for future games. 

The preparation is a team 
effort between the museum’s 
polo committee, the Toronto 
Polo Club, Parks Canada and 
the town.

“There’s quite a bit of 
preparation needed, but the 
field there is quite good,” 

Klassen says. “Local resident 
George Dell was a polo player, 
and he’s our connection to the 
Toronto Polo Club (who will 
be playing the two four-chuk-
ker games). He says that the 
players love to play there.”

Toronto Polo Club manag-
er Karen White says there are 
more than 60 members in the 
family-oriented operation that 
was begun by the Sifton family 
in 1965. It is one of the biggest 
clubs in Canada in terms of 

members who actually join 
to ride, not just for the social 
benefit. The Toronto club also 
includes an indoor facility for 
year-round play. 

There are eight players in 
each polo game, and White 
explains that for each sev-
en-minute chukker (sort of 
like a quarter in a basketball 
game) the rider likes to use 
a fresh horse if possible. She 
adds that each of the 16 polo 
players will likely be bringing 
between two to four horses to 
NOTL for the day. 

Tickets sales began on 
Monday with an early bird 
sale, and became available to 
the general public on Tues-
day. Klassen says they have 
been selling quite well from 
the get-go. 

“I think people are really 
excited just to get out,” says 
Klassen. “A lot of the annual 
events are coming back this 
year, and people are just really 
excited about that.”

Of course, with last week’s 
running of the Kentucky 
Derby, many sat by their tele-
visions watching derby-goers 
sip mint juleps in their fancy 

headwear while enjoying an 
equine sport. The timing of 
the ticket sales couldn’t have 
been any better. 

There may or may not be 
mint juleps involved this Sep-
tember in NOTL, but there 
will be the traditional divot 
stomp at half-time. Specta-
tors will be welcomed onto 
the playing field armed with 
a complimentary sampling of 
bubbly to help level the turf. 

Klassen points out that 
there will be a best hat com-
petition judged most appro-
priately by local sponsor Beau 
Chapeau. There will also be 
half-time entertainment, mu-
sic, prizes and a silent auction. 

Ticket options include 
general admission, as well as 
two VIP-styled experiences. 

The VIP dining tent will be 
set up field-side for sponsors 
and for spectators at a ticket 
price of $150 per person. 

“It’s for anyone who wants 
a bit of a fancier experience,” 
Klassen says. “There will be a 
three-course meal, and your 
drinks are included. Then 

there’s the Rotary Lounge, 
sponsored by the NOTL Ro-
tary Club. It’s sort of between 
general admission and VIP, 
with a roped off area with 
patio tables, umbrellas and 
chairs. They can put together a 
table of six for $240 per table.”

Food vendors and arti-
sans will be on site for the 
afternoon, and drinks will be 
available. All ticket holders 
are welcome to bring their 
own picnic lunch to enjoy for 
the afternoon, minus any al-
cohol, of course. 

General admission tickets 
are on sale now for $15, but 
the price will go up to $20 as 
of Aug. 20. Admission is free 
for ages 18 and younger. For 
information and for tickets 
visit niagarapolo.com.

Though Klassen herself 
may be too busy to don a fan-
cy chapeau, she expects that 
museum managing director 
and curator Sarah Kaufman 
and visitor and member  
services assistant Barbara 
Worthy may vie for that best 
hat title.  

Mike Balsom
The Local
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www.ccchurch.ca

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person 

Message: 
Kevin Bayne 
Seven Bowls
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To advertise your 
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in this section, please contact: 
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Polo returns to the Commons with all the excitement from 2018 
— the action, the polo players and their beautiful horses, the 
fancy hat competition, and of course the crowd getting ready for 
the traditional divot stomp. (Photos by Jansin Ozkur)
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU PRODUCESUDOKU SOLUTION

Across: 
1 	 Raises
4 	 1 G
8 	 Strikebreaker
12 	Siestas
14 	Egg layers
15 	Father of a leveret
16 	Superstar
17 	Wanes
19 	Old Peruvian native
20 	Aligned
21 	Open
22 	Enormous
23 	Abominable snowman
24 	Scrutinize
25 	Study
27 	Mardi ---
29 	Evil
30 	E.g. A O L
33 	Four pecks
36 	Secret Chinese society
37 	Bingo!
38 	Time in Boston
39 	Merchant ship’s capacity
41 	Immediately
42 	Dentists’ grp.
43 	“Death --- Expert  
	 Witness” (P D James)
44 	Is adjacent to
46 	Homo sapiens

47 	Frequently, poetically
48 	Mailed
49 	Specialty food store
51 	Contemptuous  
	 exclamation
52 	Mantle
56 	State of constant change
58 	Lily Munster actress  
	 Yvonne De ---
60 	Not his
61 	Captain Jack Sparrow actor
62 	Online missives
63 	Senses of self- 
	 importance
64 	Wild about
65 	Look after
66 	Seedy joint
67 	Talks lovingly
68 	Singles
69 	Could be bobby, red  
	 or white

Down
1 	 One
2 	 Army chaplain
3 	 Gush forth
4 	 Presidential workplace
5 	 Chucks
6 	 Outbreak
7 	 Junkie

To place your classified ad, contact Karen:  
classifieds@notllocal.com

Deadline:  Mondays at 3 p.m.

Sell your unwanted items  
or advertise your 
garage sale in our 

CLASSIFIEDS

EARN 
EXTRA 
CA$H

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

Sudoku solution from 
May 4, 2022

Across: 1 Ups, 4 Thou, 8 Scab, 12 Naps, 14 Hens, 15 Hare, 16 Idol, 17 Eases, 
19 Inca, 20 True, 21 Overt, 22 Vast, 23 Yeti, 24 Vet, 25 Read, 27 Gras, 29 Bad, 
30 I S P, 33 Bushel, 36 Tong, 37 Aha, 38 E S T, 39 Tonnage, 41 Now, 42 A D A, 43 
Of an, 44 Lies on, 46 Man, 47 Oft, 48 Sent, 49 Deli, 51 Bah, 52 Cape, 56 Flux, 58 
Carlo, 60 Hers, 61 Depp, 62 E-mail, 63 Egos, 64 Into, 65 Mind, 66 Dive, 67 Coos, 
68 Ones, 69 Sox. 

Down: 1 Unity, 2 Padre, 3 Spout, 4 The Oval Office, 5 Heaves, 6 Onset, 7 User, 
8 Shiva, 9 Canadians, 10 Arcs, 11 Beat, 13 Sleigh, 18 Strangleholds, 26 Edge in, 
28 Retool, 29 Boa, 31 Shoo, 32 Pawn, 33 Beam, 34 U S D A, 35 Stand up to, 36 
T N N, 40 Nat, 45 Etched, 48 Saline, 50 Expos, 51 Brain, 53 Aegis, 54 Provo, 55 
Essex, 56 F D I C, 57 Leno, 59 Ammo. 

8 	 Destructive Hindu deity
9 	 Those north of the 49th
10 	Curves
11 	Police officer’s patrol route
13 	Snow carriage
18 	Wrestling maneuvers
26 	Enter stealthily
28 	Provide new equipment
29 	Long feathery scarf
31 	Get lost!
32 	Minor chessman
33 	Smile
34 	Federal farming regulator
35 	Confront
36 	Channel revived as 	  
	 Heartland
40 	--- King Cole
45 	Engraved with acid
48 	Salty
50 	Montreal ---, now the  
	 Washington Nationals
51 	Gray matter
53 	Breastplate of Zeus or  
	 Athena
54 Brigham Young University city
55 	Antique auto
56 	Depositors’ protective grp.
57 	Longtime “Tonight Show”  
	 host Jay
59 	Rounds

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No Pressure

To place an Obituary or 
In Memoriam in our Classifieds, 

please contact Julia at:
julia@notllocal.com or 

905.934.1040
Deadline is Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

NOTICES

LocalCLASSIFIEDS
classified@notllocal.com

LOCALLY GROWN ASPARAGUS
Fresh Daily

1984 Townline Road/Firelane 11, NOTL

Open Monday  
thru Saturday  

11 a.m. — 6 p.m.
& Sunday  

11 a.m. — 3 p.m.
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Invasion ‘atrocious war of senseless aggression’

Lord Mayor Betty Disero addresses members of the European 
Union Consul General group at the Court House Monday.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero and Tudor Alexis, consul general of France and president of the Consul 
General of the European Union, gather with other delegates on the Court House steps Monday, 
before raising the European Union flag.

Tudor Alexis, consul general of France, addresses the crowd on 
Queen Street Monday. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Union has expanded to include 
27 countries. Nineteen of those 
countries, as well as Ukraine, 
were represented by delegates at 
Monday’s flag-raising. 

“The European Union is 

where much of democracy 
originated,” regional chair Jim 
Bradley told the crowd. “De-
mocracy really began in many 
of the countries in the Euro-
pean Union. It’s something for 
which there were battles over 
the years, and there is a lot of 
unity today on behalf of those 

who treasure democracy as we 
do here.”

Bradley also went on to 
express the Niagara Region’s 
unity with Ukraine, and com-
mended the EU delegates for 
their support for that country.

Tudor Alexis, consul gen-
eral of France and president 
of the Consul General of the 
European Union, outlined his 
original correspondence with 
Disero back in January, that led 
to the delegation choosing to 
celebrate the day in NOTL. 

As a loud sports car revved 
past the Court House, Alexis 
joked that it must have been a 
European car, perhaps a Ferra-
ri, generating amused laughter 
from the crowd. 

“Canada is one of Europe’s 
strongest international part-
ners,” said Alexis. “The com-
munities we have here today 
are the ones that continue to 
shape vibrant and diverse rela-
tions and represent one of the 
largest diasporas in the world.”

Alexis spoke of the 655,000 
jobs in Canada created by Eu-
ropean companies, and the 
strength of the CETA (Cana-
da-European Union Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement), but stressed the 
relationship between the EU 
and Canada is about more than 
economics.

“It’s very much to do with 
values,” Alexis asserted. “Europe 
is a project to promote peace 
and well-being to its citizens. It’s 

about offering freedom and so-
cial justice. Europe is about of-
fering asylum policy for people 
fleeing tyranny and oppression. 
It’s about combatting social ex-
clusion and discrimination.” 

He went on to outline as an 
example of Europe’s relationship 
with Canada that during the 
pandemic the first vaccines that 
Canadians received to combat 
COVID-19 came from the EU. 

Alexis also described the 
invasion of Ukraine as “an 
atrocious war of senseless ag-
gression that has destroyed 
cities and the lives of millions 
of innocent people. People are 
desperately struggling to deter-
mine what their basic right is 
to determine their own future. 
The invasion by the Kremlin 
today shows us why today we 

celebrate Europe.”
Alexis spoke of the EU’s 

unity with Canada to fight op-
pression and aggression. The 
inclusion of Shevchenko in the 
delegation, he added, is a way 
of showing that the EU’s soli-
darity must go beyond its own 
borders to fight oppression and 
aggression.  

“He represents a country 
that aspires to join our fami-
ly,” Alexis said. “Our common 
wish is to continue to work to 
further strengthen relations 
with Europe and Canada. It is 
not enough to just sit in our of-
fices in Toronto and write our 
reports to our capitals. We have 
to be here, in this little town, to 
spread the message of peace, 
solidarity and unity.”

Petr Burianek, consul gen-

eral of the Czech Republic, also 
spoke. He will be succeeding 
Alexis as president of the con-
sul generals when his term 
ends. 

Burianek’s speech was fol-
lowed by singing performances 
from Hannah and Sophia Otta, 
two young members of Yellow 
Door Theatre Project. Both 
girls stepped confidently to the 
top of the Court House stairs 
to wow the delegates with se-
lections from the musicals Fin-
ian’s Rainbow and Chitty Chitty 
Bang Bang.

Following those perfor-
mances, the European Union 
flag was raised by Alexis and 
Disero, then the delegates 
strolled on to the Cambridge 
Room at the Prince of Wales 
for a reception.

Continued from page 1

FREE HOME
EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484

GREG OFFERS:  
•  Strategic Advertising 
•  Stunning Photography 
•  Professional Videos 
•  Expertly Designed Print Collateral 
•  Greg Lives Local 
•  Dedicated Property Page on the  
 WALL STREET JOURNAL website   

6 Brown’s Point – $3,995,000
6 Beds, 8 Baths & Over 11, 000 sq ft

Uncompromising Quality!
Call for Details!

COMING

SOON
LISTED
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