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NOTL Rotary strengthens family ties with library partnership

Tree planting 
memorial also good 
for environment

New tennis courts at Memorial Park
NOTL Tennis Club president Hugh Dow takes the first serve on the new tennis 
courts at Memorial Park Tuesday, as Kevin Turcotte, town manager of parks 
and recreation, looks on. Dow says the opening of the court is the culmination 
of a 10-year dream for the club. The  $125,000 project was included in the 2020 
budget, with $40,000 of the total funded by donations, and the other $85,000 
through reserve funds. (Mike Balsom)

It was almost 10 years ago, 
but the memory of the visit 
remains clear.

I remember sitting at a ta-
ble with Peter, whose daugh-
ter had passed away hours 
earlier in Jamaica, the day be-
fore her 21st birthday. He had 
missed her call when she tried 
to phone him earlier that day 
to say goodbye, knowing she 
only had a few hours to live.

Paying for her medication 
and hospital treatment had 

Planted about 250 metres 
behind the barn at Red Roof 
Retreat, a grove of 31 trees, all 
species native to Southern On-
tario, will soon be a place of se-
rene reflection. 

It’s Owen Bjorgan’s latest 
project, a way for his business, 
Owen’s Hiking and Adven-
tures, to give back to the com-
munity and to the people who 
have shaped him and made 
him who he is today.

Fittingly, each of the 31 
trees will be planted in memo-
ry of a loved one lost. Friends, 
family members, long-time 
Red Roof Retreat clients, and 
board members, each hon-
oured by these lasting tributes 
to their lives. 

Bjorgan began the project 
last week, with the planting of a 
black walnut tree in memory of 
his long-time friend Dan Her-
zog. His high school classmate 
and roommate at the University 

required incredible sacri-
fice, and even going without 
meals. Having access to an in-
ternet-based messaging app 
such as WhatsApp could have 
allowed him the opportunity 
to see her face and hear her 
voice one last time.

There are about 2,000 
Caribbean and Mexican 
farm workers in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake over the 
course of a season. These are 
not just statistics, but real 
lives that have been severely 
impacted due to lack of com-
munication with loved ones, 

of Guelph passed away in Octo-
ber, 2020 at only 28 years old.

“Dan was a little guy, with 
an enormous personality,” says 
Bjorgan. “He was very daring, 
very original, very funny, and 
highly respected in the commu-
nity. I intentionally wanted to 
get the biggest, most significant 
tree in the ground right away for 
Dan. It’s pretty symbolic.”

Below the newly-planted 
tree sits a longboard, a method 
of travel   and entertainment 
over which Owen and Dan 
formed a bond, cementing 
their friendship. “He helped me 
pick it out when he first opened 
The Board Store (in St. Catha-
rines, an arm of his family’s St. 
Paul Street business),” Bjorgan 
points out. “He and I would 
shred around on that for many 
hours over the years, up and 
down the escarpment.”

Dan’s parents, Rob and 
Gisela, came out to the grove 
last week for the planting, tears 

especially during times of cri-
sis. Although more employers 
are recognizing the necessity 
of internet access, there are 
still many local farms where 
employees have no alternative 
but to pay for expensive data 
plans to connect with family. 
Basic plans, starting at $50 per 
month, allow them to have 
limited calls with their fami-
lies back home via WhatsApp, 
but they cannot watch videos 
of important events, such as 
their child’s first steps, or a 
family member’s funeral.

The necessity of com-

municating with loved ones 
during the four months of 
hurricane season, or more 
recently the volcanic erup-
tion on St. Vincent, creates 
unimaginable anxiety. To 
not know if your children 
are safe, or if your home has 
survived while you work long 
hours in the field, is unbear-
able. Especially during the 
pandemic, children need to 
be able to talk with their par-
ents at night. We all deserve to 
be connected with our loved 
ones.

Dr. Janet McLaughlin is an 

associate professor of health 
studies and a  research asso-
ciate with the International 
Migration Research Centre 
at Wilfrid Laurier University. 
She has been conducting re-
search with migrant agricul-
tural workers in Ontario, in-
cluding Niagara, for the past 
15 years. 

“Throughout this time, I 
have learned about how so-
cially isolated workers are, 
and how desperately they 
miss their families. Family 
separation also has major 
detrimental impacts on mi-

grant workers’ children and 
spouses at home in countries 
like Mexico and Jamaica,” she 
says.

McLaughlin affirms that 
access to internet, enabling 
regular family contact, has 
great potential to help ease 
some of the loneliness and 
family strain migrant workers 
experience.

Pre-flight COVID forms, 
travel documents that need 
to be submitted in order to 
board the flight home, and 
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Special to The Local
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Jack Clarke, 14 and in Grade 8 in St. Davids Public School, was ready to book a vaccination 
as soon as he heard he was eligible, and is excited to have an appointment for Monday. 

Marco Gruosso, 14, and Mateo Gruosso Roman, 16, both have appointments for vaccinations. It has been important for them 
as a family to get all of them vaccinated, says Mateo. (Photos supplied)

Janvi Ganatra, 18, will head off to university with her first vaccination dose, and come home 
later in September for her second shot. 

Canadians, locals embracing vaccinations
In comparison with other 

countries, Canadians are doing 
a good job of embracing vacci-
nations as a way out of the pan-
demic, says Dr. Mustafa Hirji.

The acting chief medical 
officer of health says Canadi-
ans are less reticent to take the 
vaccine. He believes because 
Canadians do a better job of 
looking at what is better for 
society at large, and doing their 
civic duty, there has been a 
greater uptake for vaccinations 
in Canada.

The number of people be-
ing vaccinated in the U.K. has 
stalled, he says, and in the U.S., 
there are people, including pol-
iticians, who are opposed to 
any vaccinations.

Niagara-on-the-Lake resi-
dent John Holdom represents 
the Canadian Hirji is describ-
ing. At 63, he “leapt at the 
chance” to get his first dose 
of AstraZeneca at a pharma-
cy in Toronto, close to where 
he still has a condo, although 
he moved to NOTL when the 
COVID pandemic began. Four 
hours after that phone call, he 
was vaccinated.

When he learned there was 

a window of opportunity to get 
a second dose, to use up the 
supply of AstraZeneca that is 
set to expire before the end of 
the month, he called the same 
pharmacy for an appointment. 
He was disappointed to learn 
the pharmacy had used up its 
allotment, but would let him 
know when more is available.

“I’m looking forward to it, 
and not the least bit hesitant.” 
He says he believes in the sci-
ence that shows the risk is very 
low, and the vaccine is very ef-
fective.

“I consider it a privilege to 
be vaccinated, and an opportu-
nity to contribute to the greater 
good. I believe most people, 
Canadians in general, and in 
our community especially, 
share my belief, and because 
of that, I think we’ll surpass the 
U.S. and possibly the U.K. It’s 
our way out of the pandemic. 
We are committed to the great-
er good, taking what’s on offer 
and getting vaccinated.”

He remembers how re-
lieved he felt to have the first 
dose. “It was an extraordinary 
feeling, that it was the most im-
portant thing I’d done in a long 
time. It was emotional, and a 
huge relief.”

As vaccinations become 

available for the younger gen-
erations, it seems the same 
message is holding true for 
many teens and their parents.

Although social media is 
showing some teens are hes-
itant about being vaccinated, 
others can’t wait for their turn.

Mateo Gruosso Roman, 16, 
and his brother Marco Gru-
osso, 14, will be getting vacci-
nated next week. When the 12 
and over age group opened up 
Sunday morning, his mother 
went online to book them both 
appointments at one of the 
MacBain Community Centre 
clinics, and his nine-year-old 
brother will be the next in line 
when appointments open up 
for his age group.

“I’m very excited to get it,” 
says Mateo. “We’ve been wait-
ing for this moment for a long 
time. I see it as going in the 
right direction for all of us.”

Mateo says he considers be-
ing vaccinated as a way to help 
himself and those around him, 
as well as being part of the solu-
tion, paving the way out of the 
pandemic and back to a more 
normal situation.

His grandparents and par-
ents also have their first dose, 
so having everyone vaccinated 
in the family seems the right 
thing to do, he says.

“I share the same perspec-
tive as my parents. There’s a 
sense of doing something right 
during the lockdown. There is 
no hesitancy in my family.”

A Grade 10 student at Saint 
Paul Catholic School in Niaga-

ra Falls, he is also looking for-
ward to the day when in-per-
son classes resume. He says 
several of his friends have had 
discussions about vaccines, and 
while his closest friend also has 
his appointment, “I have other 
friends who say they’ll wait and 
see how this pans out. I don’t 
see that waiting will change 
anything. But other people 
have a different perspective.”

It’s a topic his friends are 
talking about, now that vacci-
nations are available for young-
er age groups, he says. “It’s on 
everybody’s mind.”

He and his friends un-
derstand “nothing is going to 
change in an instant,” he adds 
but as someone who plays 
hockey and soccer, Mateo is 
hoping team sports will be able 
to resume at some point this 
summer. Having teens vacci-
nated is a step in the right di-
rection, and any opening up of 
activities “will be a bonus.”

Janvi Ganatra, chair of the 
Lord Mayor’s Youth Advisory 
Committee, was on her phone 
at 8 a.m. the day vaccination 
appointments opened up for 
her age group. About 20 min-
utes later, she had an appoint-
ment booked, and will head 
to the MacBain Community 

Centre in Niagara Falls to get 
her first dose June 4.

Is she excited? Not to have 
her arm jabbed — needles ter-
rify her, she says.

But the A.N. Myer Second-
ary School student is happy, af-
ter what seems like a long wait, 
to finally have the opportunity 
for a vaccination.

It was never a discussion 
with her family, or an issue to 
discuss — as soon as it became 
available, her parents agreed 
she’d be getting it, she says.

Ganatra will be moving 
into student housing at the 
University of Waterloo in Sep-
tember, for a hybrid mode of 
education, and she’s looking 
forward to both online and 
in-person classes.

“I’ve decided it will be best 
to be there, at university, and 
it will definitely be better to be 
vaccinated,” she says.

She say although she’s seen 
hesitancy to be vaccinated from 
those her age on social media, 
her friends are all excited to get 
their first dose, and have their 
appointments booked.

“Everyone I talk to is really 
anxious to get it. I feel privi-
leged to be able to be vaccinat-

Penny Coles
The Local

Continued on page 4
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Trees in memory of friends, family and Red Roof clients

Owen Bjorgan plants a black walnut for his longboarding friend, 
Dan Herzog, who died in October, 2020. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Owen Bjorgan gets a hand from his mother Steffanie Bjorgan (left), executive director of Red 
Roof Retreat, and Kirstyn Smith.

welling up in their eyes as the 
tree found its rightful place, sit-
ting like a sentinel for the other 
30 trees soon to be planted. 

“It’s really important to us 
that Dan not be forgotten,” says 
Rob. “He was a really special 
kid, outgoing, outdoorsy. Ev-
ery other kid would be on their 
computers playing games, and 
he would be outdoors. He was 
a bit wild, snowboarding off 
our roof, stuff like that.” 

He and Gisela were both 
very appreciative of Owen me-
morializing their son with the 
black walnut tree, with Gisela 
becoming very emotional, he 
added. They plan to visit the 
site often, and have promised 
to have a plaque made up to 
mark the tree’s significance.

Last Thursday, Owen, 
his girlfriend Kirstyn Smith, 
brother Isaac and parents Stef-
fanie and Moe, were working 
throughout the stifling hot af-
ternoon and evening to plant 
the trees, all acquired at Gauld’s 
Nursery.  

A yellow buckeye sits on 
the back of an ATV, ready to be 
planted in memory of Owen’s 
grandmother, Flora Bjorgan. 

“It’s a big shade tree,” he says. 
“She’s got that grandmother, 
matriarchal kind of figure, she 
provided shade over all of us as 
a family. The tree was a one-off 
that I got from Gauld’s, a pret-
ty special, unique tree to pick 
up. The nature of it, the way it 
grows, it’s symbology, it rep-
resents the nature of people.”

Bjorgan, a regular con-
tributor to The Local, explains 
the multi-faceted reasoning 
behind his contribution to the 
grounds at Red Roof. 

“There’s the memorial tree 
aspect,” he says, “but also, giv-
en the amount of trees that my 
business is able to donate and 
give back to the community 
here, this will actually add to the 
habitat corridor of one of Four 
Mile Creek’s tributaries. As I’ve 
mentioned in many articles in 
The Local, our forest coverage in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake is around 

10 per cent or less, and decreas-
ing as we speak. So the time is 
today to plant a tree. What bet-
ter way to give back to nature.”

Eight different species are 
being planted in the area, most 
in a clearing through which Red 
Roof clients often enjoy horse 
and buggy rides. The path is 
wheelchair accessible, making it 
possible for all of those clients to 
fully experience nature. Bjorgan 
also explains the importance of 
the trees in continuing the hab-
itat corridor, which he says is 
crucial for biodiversity, canopy 
coverage and the water quality 
of Four Mile Creek. 

Another facet to the proj-
ect, of course, is the moth-
er-son connection. Owen is 
currently staying at the proper-
ty, taking care of it as Red Roof 
Retreat, begun by his mother 
Steffanie 20 years ago, has been 
shut down for over 14 months. 

Bjorgan’s girlfriend Kirstyn, 
who shares his love of nature, 
is in awe of the way Owen and 
Steffanie both contribute to the 
betterment of their community. 

“It’s a beautiful thing, hav-
ing a business of 20 to 25 years, 
and a business of five years, put-
ting that same vibe out there, 
that they want to do more for 
the environment,” says Smith. 
“I’m happy to be a part of it. 
Everybody should be able to 
come together to see the beauty 
of what they can do for others, 
instead of just themselves.”

“Owen has been such a big 
part of this property,” Steffanie 
adds. “We had the (Niagara 
Peninsula) Conservation Au-
thority come here in 2010 and 
we rejigged a few things to es-
tablish the wetlands. He’s been 
involved in that. With his back-
ground, I trust him completely. 
He gets super-pumped about 
this stuff.”

COVID has given the Bjor-
gans time to finally get to this 
project, which was first con-
ceptualized about four years 
ago. A major part of the me-
morial aspect is a chance to re-
member Red Roof clients who 
are no longer with them. 

“All of our clients are spe-
cial,” says Steffanie, “but there are 

some that came at a certain time 
when we were changing and 
growing, and their families were 
very involved. When we reached 
out to some of the families, ev-
erybody responded instantly.”

Steffanie mentions Sam 
Austin, a client from day one, 
who died unexpectedly about 
seven years ago. 

“He was a lifer, such a big 
piece here,” she says. “He was 
always in the playground, so 
his tree is going to go near the 
playground. The family is all 
on board for that, and they’ll be 
coming out to do their tree.”

Jennifer Barclay was the 
first client in their day program. 

“We opened up the pro-
gram with her in mind,” ex-
plains Steffanie. “We had to 
give her mom and sister a 
break. She was non-verbal, and 
tiny, but she had this power 
about her. I was so determined 
to find a way to serve her when 
no one else could. She was one 
of my most magnificent clients 
in terms of energy. Jenny and 
Sam were two iconic figures 
who helped steer us where we 
were going.”

Jennifer passed away in 
February, 2011. Her mother 
and sister Gillian still visit Red 
Roof, almost every other day. 

“Red Roof was everything 
to us and my sister,” Gillian tells 
The Local. “When she turned 
18, there was no programming 
for her. Steffanie and my mom 
and a lot of other people had to 
figure out what to do when our 
children became adults. Red 
Roof gave my sister a place to go.”

Gillian says the options facing 
her sister included at-home care, 
day programs at nursing homes, 
or being admitted to a long-term 
care facility. None of those op-
tions fit Jennifer’s personality.

“My sister was a typical 
teenager, who liked to party, 
hang out, watch shows, and 
listen to music. She didn’t want 
to be cooped up. So Red Roof 
gave her that. It was amazing. 
With the horses out on the 
ranch, she was able to do a lot 
of animal therapy. It was huge 
for her to have something to do 
every day. And the respite pro-
gram on the weekends gave us 
(Gillian and her mother) time 
to recharge.”

She noticed an amazing 
change in Jennifer from the 
beginning of her time with Red 
Roof. Her mood was improved, 
she became more aware, more 
vibrant, a part of a community. 

This year being the 10-year 
milestone of Jennifer’s passing, 
the Barclays welcomed the 
chance to remember her with 
the tree planting. 

“When I found out Owen 
was getting all of these trees, I 
thought that was fantastic,” Gil-
lian says. “But then when he 
offered to plant a tree in honour 
of my sister, that filled my heart 
with so much joy. It came just 
before Mother’s Day, and really 
made my mom’s day. Having a 
tree that is going to be a part of 
something that is so long-lasting, 
and putting my sister’s name on 
one of these trees, it’s amazing.”

With the Barclays and the 

Bjorgans tied together through 
Red Roof Retreat, Gillian 
knows her sister’s tree will be 
watched over with love and 
care by Owen. As much as she 
admires Owen for his decision 
to memorialize Jennifer, she 
also is in awe of his commit-
ment to nature.  

In addition to the clients, 
trees will also be planted in 
memory of past board mem-
bers. Long-time board chair 
Bill Francombe, who passed 
away in 2019, will be honoured 
with a tree. And one will be 

placed in honour of long-time 
supporter Kevan O’Connor, 
the NOTL realtor who died 
suddenly in 2018. 

“He was such a big force 
in our lives, even before Red 
Roof,” Steffanie says of O’Con-
nor. “He loved my kids. Even to 
this day there are moments that 
just grab me, that he’s not here. 
He was such a huge presence.”

There are 4,000 feet of lin-
ear trails through the Red Roof 
property, all of which lead back 
to the barn. It’s impossible to get 
lost. But it will forever be pos-

sible for all visitors, despite any 
disability, to experience nature 
and to enjoy the preserved wet-
lands. And to remember those 
who have had an impact on the 
Bjorgans and Red Roof Retreat. 

“Even when I’m no longer 
here, these trees will be here 
for the public, the clients at Red 
Roof Retreat, and their fam-
ily and friends to enjoy,” says 
Owen. “As well as the animals. 
I’m so happy that I’ve had the 
time, the opportunity, and the 
window to give back like this. It 
feels really freakin’ good!”

Continued from page 1
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Gypsy moth is an invasive  
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There are still workers with no internet access

Barb Babij, Jeanne Manning and Paul Lalonde of the NOTL Rotary Club present a cheque for $4,275 for hardware for three wifi 
hotspots and the two-year contract for each, to Darryl Novak, chair of the NOTL Public Library board, Debbie Krause, library 
community engagement coordinator, Cathy Simpson, library CEO, and Dave Hunter, vice-chair of the library board. (Jane Andres)

important vaccination or 
health information can only 
be found online. There are 
many systemic barriers pre-
venting farm workers from 
accessing this necessary form 
of communication.

In recent years, public li-
braries in some rural areas 
have been responding to this 
urgent need by loaning mo-
bile WiFi hotspots out for as 
long as six months, depend-
ing on the services required. 
Kitchener, Guelph, Meaford 
and Bradford loan out as 
many as 82 WiFi hotspots per 
library, which are often fund-
ed by the local Rotary or the 
Ontario Libraries Capacity 
Fund.

For the past three years, 
there have only been two 
hotspots available to loan to 
bunk house locations. It has 
been difficult to have to keep 
turning down requests, es-
pecially during the COVID 
crisis. 

In addition, there are a few 
blackout pockets in NOTL 
where farm workers can-
not make a phone call, even 
with a Canadian number. 
The WiFi hotspot has helped 
ensure a reliable connection 
with their families.

On Tuesday the NOTL 
Rotary Club presented a 
cheque for $4,275 to cover 
the costs of   the hardware 
for three new WiFi hotspots, 
and the two-year contract 
for each. There is presently 
a waiting list for bunkhouse 
locations where there is no 
WiFi available, and cell phone 
connections are an ongoing 
problem.

It costs the NOTL Library 
about $100 to purchase the 
WiFi hotspot hardware, and 
$1,200 for a two-year con-
tract. That works out to about 
$50 per month, serving up to 
15 devices at a time, a sub-
stantial saving over an indi-
vidual contract for the same 
amount.

On one of our trips to Ja-
maica, my friend Jodie God-
win, her daughter Leah, and 
I visited Peter and his wife. 
We walked together down the 
path behind their rural home 
to their daughter’s gravesite 
overlooking the valley, the 
air sweet with the scent of the 
soft needled pines in the sur-
rounding forest. 

We reminisced about the 
painful circumstances under 
which we met, yet grateful 
for the treasured friendship 
which grew out of that initial 
visit. The conversations we 
shared also planted seeds of 

new ideas. Providing reliable 
internet service is one exam-
ple of how we can support 

each other in new and posi-
tive ways as a community. 

Thanks to the NOTL Ro-

tary and the NOTL Public 
Library, internet communica-
tion that helps to strengthen 

family ties will now be possi-
ble for some of our essential 
neighbours on the farms.

Continued from page 1
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Vaccinations resulting in declining COVID cases
ed at this point. We’ve all been 
waiting for so long. And it’s 
pretty amazing that we are all 
getting it the same week.”

She’s also seen some signs 
on social media that some in 
her age group are looking at the 
vaccination as a path to free-
dom, and an invitation to begin 
meeting up with friends

“That’s not the wisest de-
cision. We’re still in a stay-at-
home order, and it’s only the 
first dose. I see a lot of teens not 

taking that into consideration.”
Ganatra is fortunate to have 

a second dose booked for a Fri-
day in September, the timing 
right to give her a long week-
end back in Niagara. 

Ellie Harrison, anoth-
er 18-year-old from Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake about to grad-
uate from A.N. Myer, was also 
on the provincial online book-
ing site as soon as appoint-
ments opened up to those in 
her age group, and is thrilled 
to be receiving her vaccination 
June 2. She too is heading off 
to the University of Waterloo 

in September, to study biology, 
and wants to be vaccinated be-
fore she goes.

She and her parents were 
a little concerned about which 
vaccination she would be re-
ceiving after the news connect-
ing AstraZeneca to blood clots, 
and was reassured to discover 
those in her age group will be 
given only Pfizer or Moderna. 
She feels pretty confident about 
the safety of both of those, and 
her parents are very supportive 
of her receiving a vaccination, 
she says. 

Her parents were both vac-

cinated early in the roll-out, 
because of their jobs, and there 
was no hesitancy about sign-
ing up when it was her turn. 
“I knew as soon as it became 
available I’d be getting it.” 

Being at home with family, 
COVID hasn’t been much of 
a concern, but going off to live 
in residence will be different, 
says Harrison, who is hoping 
the roommate assigned to her 
will also be vaccinated. “If she 
isn’t, that would be a concern,” 
she says. “I hope to know a few 
weeks ahead of time. That’s im-
portant information.”

There are also a lot of 
questions to what university 
will look like, such as whether 
friends and family will be able 
to visit. 

Of one thing she is sure 
— she’s glad to be going off to 
university this September, rath-
er than last year, before vacci-
nations, when many students 
stayed home for online studies 
or deferred their first year.

Like Ganatra, Harrison will 
be taking a hybrid of online 
and in-person classes, and pic-
tures creating “a group of peo-
ple around her,” hopefully also 

Continued from page 2 vaccinated, who are taking the 
same courses.

Vaccinations, especially 
among the younger groups, 
where outbreaks have been oc-
curring, and in hotspots across 
the province, have contributed 
to the continuing downward 
trend in COVID cases in On-
tario, says Hirji.

The increase in the dis-
tribution of vaccines to those 
hotspot areas accomplished 
what it was intended to do, 
reducing the number of cases 
province-wide, along with the 
number of hospital and inten-
sive care admissions, which are 
down from more than 900, and 
are expected to be at about 400 
by mid-June.

There has also been a de-
cline in cases in Niagara, but 
not as steep, because there 
weren’t the number of hotspots.

Hirji says he’s “pretty op-
timistic” by mid-June a low 
number of cases, and high per-
centage of vaccinations, could 
allow for a safe reopening that 
would keep the number of cas-
es down.

The province is actually on 
target to beat the goals it has set 
for vaccinations, he said, with 
a mid-June goal of 75 per cent 
of the population having a first 
dose seeming likely.

Ontario has now passed 
the 60 per cent, and in Niagara, 
more than 50 per cent of adults 
are vaccinated, with the num-
ber of younger people continu-
ing to increase.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Challenge question: Who 
can name five modern Cana-
dian visual artists? 

Niagara-on-the-Lake has an 
abundance of exceptionally tal-
ented artists. To promote their 
work, Royal LePage real estate 
salesperson Peter Domarchuk 
provides original artwork from 
Niagara artists, for people who 
buy and sell homes through 
him. He says he is inspired by 
iconic New York City artist 
Guy Stanley Philoche’s effort to 
support and popularize mod-
ern visual artists in New York 
City. Peter is also influenced 
by Canadian actor Chief Dan 
George, who stated that “man 
must be surrounded by the 
beautiful if his soul is to grow.” 
Peter believes that owning piec-
es of original art is the next big 
thing, and that artwork contin-
ually surrounds the owners in 
their home, through its presen-
tation and narrative, as an item 
of intrigue and enrichment. 

Fifteen years’ experience in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake with Roy-
al LePage NRC, Niagara’s #1 real 
estate brokerage, has provided 
Peter with a long list of positive 
testimonials, and it has taught 
him that people can be anxious 
about the sale or purchase of 

their home. Peter’s approach is 
to repurpose sales into service 
to others, by making the seller’s 
and the buyer’s experience bet-
ter than they could imagine.

“Peter’s knowledge of the 
housing market in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake and his ded-
icated actions to make our 

plans come together, made 
our purchase of a designated 
historic home virtually stress 
free. I would highly recom-
mend Peter Domarchuk to 
anyone who expects and ap-
preciates excellent service.”

— Ken and Cindy,  
Port Credit

Royal LePage NRC Realty 
is the #1 Brokerage in Niaga-
ra with over 4400 transactions 
in 2020 including residential 
resale, new home builds, com-
mercial, investment, luxury and 
farm properties. Our size, loca-
tions, and sales expertise help 

Please use these websites 
to find excellent original Ni-
agara visual art options for 
your home.

www. fraynesharon.com
www.niagarapumphouse.ca
www.artveritasfineart.com

www.debraz.com
www. nac.org

YOU obtain more exposure for 
your home. With a Global Re-
ferral Network of over 77,000 
sales professionals in over 150 
countries world wide, Royal 
LePage maximizes your expo-
sure and therefore increases the 
selling price of your home. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake artist Sharon Frayne. 

“Let me show you how I can put more money in your pocket 
while I enrich your home sales experience,” says Peter.
Peter Domarchuk, Royal LePage NRC, 125 Queen Street, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake 905-468-4214

Real Estate is not 
a gamble it is an investment

Turning sales into service

The art of giving back: NOTL real estate  
salesperson’s novel approach promotes local artists

This free original art draw is to support 
Niagara visual artists and is brought to you by 

PETER DOMARCHUK 
Royal LePage NRC Realty 

Niagara-on-the-Lake

To enter this free draw, like, comment, and 
share on my Instagram, or Facebook pages. 

instagram.com/peterdomarchuk 
facebook.com/peter.domarchuk

Email me for more information 
peterd@royallepage.ca

Use these websites to find excellent  
visual art options for your home.

fraynesharon.com  |  debraz.com 
artveritasfineart.com  |  nac.org

niagarapumphouse.ca

Enter a free artwork draw 
held on July 1st  2021, 
featuring an original painting 
by Niagara-on-the-Lake 
visual artist  
and award 
winning writer 

SHARON 
FRAYNE.

See more at fraynesharon.com
Discovering the extraordinary in the ordinary  
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Many parents, educators anxious to get kids back to school

Canadians doing a good job 
embracing vaccinations

As we head toward the end 
of the school year, it seems we 
may have given up on schools 
reopening. What would be the 
point for such a short time?

Science table representatives 
have said there would be a risk 
to opening schools in June, but 
that it could be manageable.

Dr. David Williams, On-
tario’s chief medical officer of 
health, said last week he would 

Congratulations, Canadians. 
It seems for the most part, we’re 
doing our civic duty, embracing 
vaccinations as serving the great-
er good, and leading us along a 
path out of this pandemic.

Our record, when com-
pared to other countries early 
in the vaccination roll-out, was 
disappointing, and even em-
barrassing. We learned we are a 
country that had taken no steps 
toward a vaccination manufac-
turing capacity, and that our 
government turned down any 
opportunity to build one.

We relied on other countries 
for our supply, and then had to 
throw our hands in the air when it 
didn’t come through as promised.

However, once vaccines be-
gan to arrive in the country, and 
were distributed to the provinces 
and finally regional health depart-
ments, progress moved quickly.

It wasn’t perfect, with hold-

few weeks. It is easy to see how 
it would be good for the men-
tal health and social well-being 
of kids to get them out of the 
house, with their friends, do-
ing something that might seem 
normal. And it could be just the 
break parents need before fac-
ing a summer of trying to keep 
kids occupied, safe and happy.

In a public letter to Doug 
Ford, children’s health experts 

like to see schools open, but it 
would depend on the number of 
new daily cases, and the vaccina-
tion rates of teachers and school 
staff, among other factors.

Schools across Ontario have 
been closed to in-person learn-
ing since mid-April, and if they 
don’t open for a short time before 
the end of this school year, it’s a 
long time before kids get to expe-
rience in-class learning again.

ups as a result mainly of tech-
nical glitches, but Canadians 
seemed as a whole to not only 
accept vaccinations but to jump 
at booking appointments as 
soon as possible.

And now, our continued 
efforts to do what seems right, 
not only for ourselves and our 
loved ones, but for the health of 
all those around us, are making 
our performance look pretty 
good in comparison to many 
other countries.

Of course there are nay-say-
ers, there are conspiracy theo-
rists, and there are those who 
are simply waiting to see if the 
scientific advice can be trusted, 
because we all know there have 
been changes to digest that have 
created some concern. But for 
the most part, we as a society are 
looking for ways to get our vac-
cinations as quickly as possible. 
The alternate would be to turn 

said recently, “Schools play an 
essential part in the recovery 
process. In-person school pro-
vides students with routine and 
structure, accountability, social-
ization and recognition of abuse 
and neglect.”

The benefits of even a few 
weeks in a classroom, it added, 
“cannot be overstated.”

Time is running out for the 
premier and his advisors to get 

It was said often, earlier 
during the current lockdown, 
by health officials and politi-
cians, that getting kids back to 
school was a priority. 

That seems to no longer be 
the case by the decision-mak-
ers, but children’s mental health 
experts still think it’s important, 
and many parents and educa-
tors have said they would like 
to see it happen, even if for a 

away from the best solution we 
have found so far to get us out  
of this pandemic.

And then, as Canadians, 
we have to turn our heads to 
the global effort. As Dr. Musta-
fa Hirji reminded us this week, 
vaccinations may end the pan-
demic in Canada, but the end of 
the pandemic around the world 
is a long way off.

Protection for all, in every 
corner of the world, will mean 
better protection for us. It’s that 
greater good, the bigger picture, 
that we as Canadians are good 
at seeing.

So as we’re giving ourselves 
a pat on the back for doing such 
a good job at home, we will 
have to remember the job isn’t 
finished until all are safe from 
COVID, everywhere. 

Penny Coles
The Local

off the fence and make a deci-
sion about children returning to 
school. If the health experts can 
agree it’s safe to do so, let’s hope 
that decision is to allow kids to 
return to that place where they 
feel safe, loved, and cared for, 
before beginning their long 
summer break.

Penny Coles
The Local

Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

In The Baker and the Beauty 
(Netflix, 2020), a caring Cuban 
family values love, respect and 
hard work in their new lives as 
bakers in Miami. They face var-

ied challenges, but the greatest 
challenge is their eldest son’s re-
lationship with an international 
superstar. The series is glamor-
ous and fun, but focuses on 
personal values. Everyone will 
admire this good family.

Donald Combe is a retired 

English teacher who loves 
to go to movies. Until he re-
sumes going to theatres, he 
has graciously agreed to share 
his opinions, through “short 
and sweet” exclusives, of 
Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip
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Letters! We want letters!
If you have a letter to the editor you’d like to see published, please send it to  
penny@notllocal.com. Please try to keep it to about 350 words. Sorry, but we 
won’t publish anonymous letters. And please stick to the issue at hand, rather than 
attacking those involved. The deadline is Monday at noon.

Welcome to Auchterlonie on 
Astrology, a look at the week of 
May 27 through June 2, including 
Mercury turning retrograde on 
May 29 and the Sun connecting 
with the north node of the Moon 
on May 31.

On my podcast, you can also 
find out how to obtain your own 
personal birth chart including a 
forecast for the year ahead. The 
podcast is at www.auchterlo-
nieonastrology.ca.

Now, the week ahead: 
Thursday, May 27: It prom-

ises to be a stressful Thursday, 
as Venus and Neptune and the 
Moon are at three corners of a 
square in the sky, challenging at 
least one relationship to change 
in a couple of ways. First, to be 
more accommodating of big 
feelings. Second, to be more in 
touch with imagination and 
dreams while being less flirty 
and more factual. It was 21 years 
ago today, on  May 27, 2000, 
that Montreal Canadiens right 
winger, Maurice Richard, took 
his last breath. Until Wayne 
Gretzky came along, the Rocket 
was the greatest player ever in 
the NHL.

Friday, May 28: The nag-
ging feeling of “I’m not good 
enough” doesn’t need to wreck 
your day. Either change what is 
disappointing by changing your 
behaviour, or change the rules 
by which you may be too harsh-
ly judging yourself. It was May 
28, 1934 in Callandar, Ont. that 
five girls were born to the Di-
onne family, the first quintuplets 
known to have survived infancy.

Saturday, May 29: Today, 
Mercury goes retrograde at 24 
degrees Gemini, and just before 
it changes direction, Mercury 
conjuncts Venus, also at 24 de-

grees Gemini. Most of the time, 
Mercury is faster than Venus, 
but this time, it is Venus that 
applies to Mercury. We will first 
feel or experience something 
(Venus), and then try to make 
sense of what happened (Mer-
cury). You can have an experi-
ence that will turn you upside 
down. This experience can be 
so powerful, so emotionally and 
sensorially stimulating, that you 
may need weeks to process it. 
But this is what we have Mercu-
ry retrograde for. Mercury turns 
direct on June 22, 2021. Mary 
Pickford, the Toronto-born 
actress who was the darling 
of Hollywood in the Roaring 
Twenties, died on May 29, 1979. 
I had the honour of meeting 
her when I was a film student at 
York University five years before 
she passed away. She was the 
guest of the Dean of the Film 
Department, James Beveridge, 
and she hosted a Q&A session 
for fourth year students. She 
was one of the founders of Unit-
ed Artists, along with Charlie 
Chaplin, D.W. Griffith and 
Douglas Fairbanks.

Sunday, May 30: Sometimes 
willpower seems more like 
‘won’t’ power and today is one 
of those days! Something needs 
to change, and there is enough 
positivity in the cosmos today 
to change a lot. Go for the best! 
It was May 30, 1920 that  Cana-
dian actor John Heawood  was 
born. He is known for his work 
on Chitty Chitty Bang Bang 
(1968), The Slipper and the 
Rose: The Story of Cinderella 
(1976,) and Better Late! (1958). 
He died on December 11, 1995 
in England.

Monday, May 31: At the end 
of the month, the Sun is the last 
planet to greet the north node 
of the Moon. The Sun has had 
quite a tough time this month: 

Mercury, Venus, and even Mars, 
planets that used to listen to Sun’s 
directives, have been totally out 
of control. They have been out 
of the bounds of the Sun. The 
Sun is now left with the “What 
was that all about?” “What if 
– only if, is it me that needs to 
change?“ The Sun is the most 
predictable planet in astrology. 
it always rises and sets in the 
skies. It gives us the seasons, the 
signs and the houses. The Sun 
is pretty much the backbone 
of astrology, and the manager 
of our natal chart. The Sun sets 
the direction. The Sun is our life 
purpose. And now, when the 
Sun meets with the north node 
of purpose, this overall direction 
of our life is actualized and up-
graded. Just like when we install 
a new software update on our 
computer, Sun conjunct north 
node can feel sluggish at the be-
ginning. The new features may 
be difficult to learn at first. But it 
won’t take long until we will not 
only get used to it, but wonder 
how we have been living with-
out it all this time. In June, when 
we will have a total solar eclipse 
in Gemini, this new direction 
will become clearer. Today Clint 
Eastwood turns 91. As usual, 
he’ll ask somebody to ‘make my 
day.’

Tuesday, June 1: The Moon 
moves from Aquarius into Pi-
sces today, but there’s not a lot 
happening other than the shift 
from things beginning to feel 
less electric and begin to feel a 
lot more dreamy. Today, Ot-
tawa-born Alanis Morrissette 
celebrates her birthday. Now 47, 
she has sold over 60 million al-
bums and has won 16 Junos and 
seven Grammys.

Wednesday, June 2: As Ve-
nus moves from lively Gem-
ini into homey Cancer, the 
central focus is on healing an 
old wound. Today is the third 
quarter Moon in Pisces, adding 
a challenge to that healing proj-
ect. And it was 68 years ago to-
day that Princess Elizabeth was 
crowned as Queen of the British 
Empire, in a lavish ceremony at 
Westminster Abby in London, 
England.

And that’s AonA for this 
week. Next time it’s Venus and 
Jupiter along with the Sun and 
Saturn connecting, as we head 
towards the solar eclipse on 
June 10.

Until then, “We are stardust. 
We are golden. So, shine on.”

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology
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What to do after the tulips, 
daffodils have bloomed

Local VOICES: 
A look at volunteering 
at vaccination clinics

So, what should you do 
with all those tulips after they 
bloom? To keep tulips bloom-
ing year after year, they need to 
be put to bed properly.

Allowing the spent blooms 
to remain on tulips forces them 
to form seed heads. And al-
though it may sound like a good 
thing, the process robs precious 
energy from the bulbs below.

How you put tulips to bed 
can greatly affect the quality, 
size, and colour of their blooms 
the following year, by taking the 
energy they need to preserve 
and use the following year to 
produce more big, bright and 
beautiful blooms.

Likewise, it can be tempting 

When I first saw the call 
for volunteers posted by Ni-
agara Region Public Health in 
March, my first thought was 
“Yes! I want to do this!” It was 
an automatic reaction, that, 
surprisingly, did not invoke 
any fear in me of contracting 
COVID-19 from exposure to 
countless strangers. I suppose 
some people might have felt 
some trepidation, but for me, 
this seemed to be a way I could 
make a personal contribution 
to help get us back to “normal-
ity.” It was time to get involved.

I moved to Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake in 2012, and 
since then I have volunteered 
for several organizations in 
town. The Shaw Guild, Niag-
ara Pumphouse Arts Centre, 
Heritage Trail Committee and 
occasionally for the Niagara 
Historical Museum and Music 
Niagara. I was also hired by 
the town twice: for the War of 
1812 Bicentennial Committee, 
and then for the Canada 150 
Committee. The latter was an 
amazing experience — hard 
work for sure, but it helped me 
to make lasting connections 
and friendships with so many 
people and organizations here.

Volunteering had become 
part of my life, so I sent in my 
application to Niagara Region 
Public Health and waited. It 
seems they were overwhelmed 
with applications, and cut them 
off right after I applied. I re-
ceived notification that I was 
being considered, but would 
have to go through some online 
training before being accepted. 
The online training took six 
hours over two days (there was 
a deadline!). But it paid off, as 
I was confirmed as a volunteer.

Each shift is six hours long, 
with a half-hour break, and vol-
unteers have to commit to one 
or two days a week until Sep-
tember. No problem for me, 
as most of my other volunteer 
activities had ceased. I signed 
up for my first shift in March, 
but even before that happened, 
I received a call on a Saturday 
evening that if I could get to 

to simply cut all of your tulips 
down to the ground once they 
bloom. Unfortunately, this too 
will have a negative impact on 
the following year’s blooms.

The stems and foliage of tu-
lips provide power back to the 
bulb as they die off. And cut-
ting them off too early robs the 
bulbs of the energy they need 
for the next growing season.

So, what is the best way to 
care for your tulip bulbs after 
they begin to fade? The answer 
lies in a simple, two-step process.

 As the bloom begins to 
fade, it is important to remove 
only the flower head, and not 
the foliage. Simply clip the fad-
ing blooms off right below the 
base of the flower. This keeps 
the tulip from creating a seed 
head but allows the foliage and 
stems to remain. 

After a week or two, the re-
maining foliage will die back and 
slowly turn a yellowish-brown 
color. As it does, it is then safe to 
cut the tulips back completely to 
the ground. This gives the bulbs 
plenty of time to absorb the nu-

the MacBain Centre in Niag-
ara Falls within half an hour, 
I could get vaccinated. I was 
elated. They were offering this 
to all the volunteers — what a 
great perk!

The vaccination clinics 
are scattered all over Niagara 
Region, from Port Colborne 
to West Lincoln, to Pelham to 
Fort Erie, etc., and I wanted to 
try to get to as many as pos-
sible. Each handles varying 
numbers of people, depending 
on the size of the facility, from 
500 to 2200-plus. Staff and vol-
unteers are recognized by the 
colour of their T-shirt: bright 
blue for administrators, dark 
blue for nurses and grey for vol-
unteers. Name badges, medical 
masks and safety goggles or 
face shields are mandatory.

The tasks performed by 
a volunteer are all related to 
helping the traffic flow of peo-
ple moving from one point 
to another — none of them 
glamorous, and all of them re-
quiring standing for six hours. 
Some of the tasks are greeting 
people and giving them a med-
ical mask and hand sanitizer, 
directing people to a check-in 
desk or a vaccination table, 
sanitizing chairs in the recov-
ery area where people have to 
sit for 15 minutes after receiv-
ing a shot, and showing people 
where to exit. 

People coming in are very 
impressed by the efficiency and 
the positive atmosphere in the 
clinics. In most cases, the to-
tal time that someone spends 
from entry to exit is less than 
30 minutes, which is pretty 
remarkable. The demograph-
ics have changed dramatically 
since the clinics began, from 
75-plus to now 12-plus.  One 
of the most gratifying aspects 
is seeing people who come in a 
bit nervous (or very nervous), 
and then depart, relieved and 
happy. Although some people 
might experience some pain 
or a mild reaction from the 
vaccine, the care and person-
al attention from the nurses is 
extraordinary and reassuring. 
I remember someone who left 
a rose on a nurse’s table. Very 
touching.

trients back from the decaying 
foliage, and gets the bulbs ready 
for next year’s blooms.

The same process is used 
for daffodils.

This is the first of a 10-
week gardening column series, 
organized by the Niagara- 
on-the-Lake Communities in 
Bloom Committee.

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Com-
munities in Bloom Committee 
has launched the first virtual 
Garden of the Week Contest. 
NOTL  residents can submit 
photos of their gardens or garden 
features for consideration in any 
of the 10 categories. Submissions 
will be accepted over a 10-week 
period, following which the Com-
munities in Bloom Committee 
will narrow down each catego-
ry to the top three submissions, 
rather than a winning garden 
being announced every week. 
The public will be invited to vote 
on the shortlisted selections to de-
termine the final winner in each 
category. For more information 
visit www.jointheconversation 
notl.org/garden.

On Monday I was volun-
teering at the MacBain Cen-
tre. The clinic expected only 
about 500 people, which is 
quite small for this facility. The 
demographic was Indigenous, 
and most people were com-
ing in for their second shot, so 
many were relaxed and smiling 
(you can tell, even through the 
mask). There was a group from 
the Niagara Native Regional 
Centre (https://nrnc.ca/), who 
were there to act as a calming 
force for anyone who felt ner-
vous, but really were there to 
reconnect with the community, 
who hadn’t been able to meet in 
person for a year. 

I am so happy to be work-
ing as a volunteer at the clinics. 
For me, it has brought only 
positive experiences and the 
gratification that I have been 
able to help the immunization 
efforts needed to bring back the 
world we’ve missed: gatherings 
with friends and family, travel, 
the Shaw Festival, tourists, din-
ing out, and just being sponta-
neous when we go shopping. 
We will get there soon, with 
just a little more patience, con-
sideration and kindness.

Local Voices is an oppor-
tunity for residents to speak 
out, in what we plan to make 
a regular feature in The Local. 
If anyone is interested in sub-
mitting a column, please email  
penny@notllocal.com.

Bette Ann James
Member and Vice-Chair, 
Communities in Bloom 

Committee

The tulips on Queen Street are always spectacular. (Photo submitted)

ATTENTION NOTL HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, 
UNIVERSITY GRADUATES AND FAMILIES!!

We would love to help celebrate your 2021 
graduation in The Local  in our June 30th issue. 

Deadline will be Monday, June 21 at noon.

This is once again a challenging year for celebrations,  
and we would like to make it a little bit better by sharing 

your accomplishments at no charge — this is our gift to you.

If you would like to see your photo in the paper, please 
email it along with your name and school name to:

karen@notllocal.com

Cheryl Morris
Special to The Local

Cheryl Morris was at her 
station at the MacBain 
Community Centre clinic 
in Niagara Falls Monday. 
(Photo submitted)
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The pandemic has made more time for Donald Ziraldo to stay close to home, and enjoy the vine-
yards with his son Aspen. (Photos supplied)
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Ziraldo back where he began: at Inniskillin
Creating a great wine starts 

with the roots, and one legend 
of the local wine industry is re-
turning to his.

Donald Ziraldo an-
nounced this month that his 
Ziraldo Estate icewine will 
now be produced at Inniskil-
lin, the winery he co-founded 
with the late Karl Kaiser in 
1975.

“It was a long time com-
ing,” Ziraldo says from his Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake home. 

“Two years ago the Teach-
ers Pension Fund bought the 
Canadian operations of Con-
stellation (including Inniskil-
lin),” he explains. “(Arterra 
President) Jay Wright came 
to me and said ‘Donald, we’d 
like to do a video and revital-
ize the brand.’ I gave him two 
conditions. One, he had to 
fix the winery up. And then I 

said I would like to move my 
production from Reif to Inni-
skillin.”

Though the man who 
first had the vision to plant 
vinifera grapes in the region 
in 1974 was happy with his 
agreement with Klaus Reif, he 
admits there was often much 
confusion when visitors to 
Reif Estate came across bottles 
marked with the distinctive 
Ziraldo art deco labels. 

The move to where it all 
started will alleviate that con-
fusion.

Ziraldo is pleased as punch 
to be working with Arterra’s 
head winemaker Marco Pic-
coli, who hails from the same 
Friuli region of Italy as Ziral-
do’s parents. Piccoli arrived in 
Niagara in the early 2000s as a 
student from Italy’s University 
of Udine. Ziraldo connect-
ed with him via his role with 
Brock University’s Cool Cli-
mate Oenology and Viticul-
ture Institute (CCOVI). 

Piccoli also studied in Ger-
many, where his interest in 
icewine was further piqued. 
In 2004, he interned at Inni-
skillin, then rose through the 
ranks at Jackson-Triggs and 
Constellation. 

“I picked him (to produce 
the new vintages), because 
he’s kind of my protege,” Ziral-
do says. “He’s from Friuli, we 
speak the same language, and 
we’ve done the collaboration 
with CCOVI and Udine. And 

I wanted somebody to distin-
guish it, so the wine is made 
by another artist, because this 
will make it distinct.”

Back when Ziraldo split 
from Inniskillin, he planted 
a vineyard of riesling grapes 
near the original old barn, and 
that continues to be the basis 
of the Ziraldo Estate wines. 
The first collaboration be-
tween the two Friuliani, the 
2019 Vidal Icewine currently 
being bottled, will be released 
in mid-summer. This fall will 
see the 2020 riesling hit the 
market.

“The 2020 Riesling is still 
in the tank,” explains Ziraldo. 
“I’ve tasted it, it’s spectacular. 
It’s 308 grams of sugar per li-
tre. The 2020 crop was down 
by 50 per cent because of the 
summer drought and the late 
picking because of the dehy-
dration. It’s going to be spec-
tacular quality.”

Ziraldo also looks forward 
to bringing some of the cachet 
back to his original winery. 

“I don’t intend to get in-
volved in the day-to-day, I’ve 
been there and done that,” he 
says. “When Karl left, when 
he retired, I packed it in. I 
stayed for three months with 
Constellation, but it just didn’t 
fit. But I’m going to go back. 
I’m right here, it all works out 
nicely.” 

In the wine industry, it’s 
always good to have an asso-
ciation with an individual, a 
face of the winery. “Inniskillin 
didn’t have that anymore,” Zi-
raldo says. “After Karl and I left, 
Debi Pratt was that for a while, 
but now she’s gone, too. So I 
will spend some time there.”

These past few years, Ziral-
do has seen some of his wine 
pioneer contemporaries pass 
on. He reflects on them fondly 
and often. 

“Karl was the genius be-
hind icewine,” he raves about 
his former colleague, who 
died in 2017. “He took some-
thing the Germans had been 
playing with since the 17th 
century and turned it into 
a luxury brand. We made a 
good team. He was a great 
partner. He made great wine, 
and I sold it.”

Joseph Pohorly is another 
who comes to mind. “Joe was 
a character,” Ziraldo laughs. 

“He did some engineering 
for Karl, so they were always 
hanging around together here 
at the winery. Another one 
was Ewald Reif, Karl’s friend, 
and Klaus’ uncle. They were 
the ones who were first play-
ing around with icewine.”

The pandemic has kept 
the world traveller grounded 
here in NOTL, allowing him 
to spend much more time at 
home with his son Aspen. 

The eight year old, who 
enjoys helping his father in the 
vineyard, is currently learning 
Italian online. Ziraldo knows 
that pales in comparison to 
his son being able to immerse 
himself in the Italian language 
and lifestyle in the piazzas of 
Florence. 

“I used to spend about 200 
days a year outside of Canada,” 
he says. “Most of it in the Unit-
ed States, Europe and Asia. 
And I had that gig in Portugal 
for about six years, with a min-
ing company. I haven’t been in 
an airplane now in almost two 
years.”

He also had a vineyard in 
the town of Fagagna, where 
his parents were born. There, 
he planted 1000 vines on the 
hillside of the Castello, which 
he harvested in 2008 to pro-
duce a Picolit-style Italian 
dessert wine as a tribute to his 
parents. The Ziraldo Bianco 
di Fagagna is available in Italy. 
Ziraldo would love to return 
to Friuli to start a more seri-
ous, long-term venture.

“We’ll head back there this 
summer when things open up 
again,” he says. “But Italy is 
in trouble. They just basically 
shut down. They’re not ship-
ping anything, because export 
has basically shut down. Tour-
ism has been devastated, and 
they’re just not drinking the 
wines.”

He worries, as well, about 
the future of the wine and 
restaurant industries in Canada. 

“I know that with Arter-
ra, the premium side of the 
business is almost non-exis-
tent (due to COVID),” Ziraldo 
claims. “They’ve gone from 
one shift producing bag-in-
a-box to three shifts. My the-
ory is that people buy wine to 
show off to their friends. With 
everyone locked up, you don’t 
have guests, so everybody’s 

buying bag-in-a-box.”
The longer the pandemic 

lasts, the more the market will 
shift. He wonders as well how 
many restaurants will reopen 
after struggling for so long. 
And he thinks that what he 
calls ‘the new order’ will fig-
ure out ways to reinvent the 
restaurant business, with new 
protocols for diners.

Ziraldo foresees a modern 
version of the roaring 20s hap-
pening when life gets closer to 
normal. 

“People have got a lot of 
money,” he explains. “You’re 
not travelling, you’re not going 
out for fancy dinners, you’re 
not buying a new suit. All that 
money is building up in bank 
accounts.”

The fact that the new or-
der will be launched with 
the 2020 vintage, and a lot of 
wineries have been helped out 
by (Prime Minister) Justin 
Trudeau, should make for a 
good recovery, he adds.

At the same time Ziraldo 
acknowledges that many of 
the workers in his industry 
and others that have taken the 
biggest beating financially, as 
well as farmers, will make for 
a lot of belt-tightening.

Until the recovery begins, 
he and Aspen will continue to 
enjoy their extended time on 
the Ziraldo estate, Aspen dig-
ging trenches in the vineyard, 
and father and son playing 
host to barbecues for Aspen 
and his friends. 

To celebrate Ziraldo’s re-
turn to his roots, Inniskillin 
will be offering a limited-edi-
tion gift-pack featuring the 
classic 2019 Inniskillin Niag-
ara Estate VQA Riesling Ice-
wine and 2014 Ziraldo VQA 
Riesling Icewine, produced 
under his previous arrange-
ment with Reif. This gift-pack 
will be available for purchase 
at the Inniskillin Niagara Es-
tate winery boutique in the 
coming months, as COVID 
restrictions are lifted.

And when the new vin-
tages are launched, Ziraldo 
will make the short trek from 
his home to be on site at In-
niskillin, and he’ll be lending 
his persona via their brand-
ing messages, returning to his 
rightful role as the face of the 
winery that started it all. 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

20 notllocal.comJanuary 31, 2019                THE NOTL LOCAL

to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Feature your business in our

The full page is 
made up of a 

HALF PAGE AD 
and 

HALF PAGE ARTICLE 
Article word count: 450-500

Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h
Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact

Karen at 905•641•5335   
at karen@notllocal.com
Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 905•934•1040
at julia@notllocal.com
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm



9notllocal.com

Alan Gilchrist enjoying his first visit with his mother, Mary Gilchrist, in months at Upper 
Canada Lodge. (David Gilchrist)
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Seeing mother at lodge ‘a wonderful surprise’
Late on Friday afternoon 

I had, as the title suggests, a 
wonderful surprise. I received 
an email from Upper Canada 
Lodge: ‘Reinstalling Outdoor 
Visits in Long Term Care — 
May 21, 2021.

Attached was a letter 
from Henri Koning, director 
of senior services, regarding 
changes to these visits that 
had recently been announced 
by the province. This is what 
a  number of us, with parents 
or relatives in Upper Canada 
Lodge and other long-term 
care facilities, had been wait-
ing for.

What was especially won-
derful is how quickly the 
staff at Upper Canada Lodge 
(UCL) had reacted to this 
surprising announcement 
preceding a long weekend. 
We understand this may not 
have been possible at a num-
ber of other long-term care 
facilities in the province.

Management had “quick-
ly arranged for extra staff to 
be available on the weekend 
to assist with facilitating the 

visiting,” the email said. After 
reading it, I did not hesitate 
to call UCL to make arrange-
ments for my brother and I 
to have an outdoor visit with 
our mother at 10:30 a.m. the 
next day.

As with many of us in 
this situation, the pandemic 
has made it very difficult, or, 
in many cases, impossible to 
actually have physical con-
tact with our loved ones in 
long-term care homes. Rules 
that came out to protect 
them during the pandem-
ic may have been felt to be 
draconic. They did, however, 
help the situation after hear-
ing about the long-term care 
horror stories throughout 
the province during the first 
and second waves. We, the 
residents and families of the 
Upper Canada Lodge, have 
been very fortunate. The ac-
tions taken by the region and 
the wonderful staff at UCL 
resulted in no outbreaks in 
the home during the entire 
length of the pandemic. Our 
family members were kept 
very comfortable, safe and 
well looked after.

We continued to have con-

tact by telephone with Mom, 
of course. She   enjoys the 
calls and always inquired how 
we were all doing, especially 
her great-grandchildren. She 
was especially appreciative of 
our daily calls to remind her 
when her favourite TV shows 
were coming on, especially 
Coronation Street. The home 
was able to institute Face-
Time calls once a week, and 
we looked forward to these 
sessions. It was nice to be able 
to share photos of the family 
during these FaceTime calls.

Mom is not able to phone 
her younger brother or older 
sister who live in Scotland. 
We would do that for her 
during visits, before the pan-
demic, and she would be able 
to speak with them. They do 
phone her, but it is often hit 
or miss due to the time dif-
ference and if she is sleeping 
during the day. That regular 
contact with her siblings is 
one thing she has missed. We 
have also found it difficult 
to bring things in to her, like 
snacks that she once enjoyed. 
Items like this are dropped 
off and the staff holds them 
for two days before they are 

delivered to her room. Her 
memory is such that she 
does not remember if she got 
them, however.  Another dif-
ficulty has been trying to buy 
her new clothes. Having to 
order items online, delivering 
them and then being unable 
to see if they fit correctly has 
been a concern. But the staff 
has been helpful.

Our visit on Saturday was 
very nice. Protocol remained 
that we were actively screened 
by staff upon arrival, masked, 
and were asked to maintain 
physical distancing while on 
our outside visit. Current-
ly, two general visitors is the 
maximum allowed at any 
one time. Staff had arranged 
comfortable seating areas at 

the front of the building. We 
could see others who were 
also taking advantage of the 
opportunity to visit loved 
ones.

It was a lovely morning 
and my brother and I were 
both appreciative of the 
staff for being able to visit 
our mother after so many 
months.

David Gilchrist 
Special to The Local
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614 SIMCOE STREET
$979,000

MLS 40115679 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

19 DIXIE AVE
$1,275,000

MLS 40116263 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

6455 GORE AVE – NIAGARA FALLS
$824,900

MLS 40107981 • Randall Armstrong

12 WEATHERSTONE COURT 
$1,200,000

MLS 40102280 • Patricia Atherton and Caroline Polgrabia

720 KING STREET
$1,758,000

MLS 40089634 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

17 SHAWS LANE
$1,185,000

MLS 40107637 • Viviane Elltoft and Jane Elltoft

14555 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY
$1,065,000

MLS 40080386 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

46 ABERDEEN LANE 
$999,000

MLS 40102355 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

548 NIAGARA BOULEVARD
$2,049,000

MLS 40069352 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

94 TANBARK ROAD
$1,925,000

MLS 40061263. Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

736 RYE STREET 
$3,295,000

MLS 40108729 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

4216 MUIR AVE – NIAGARA FALLS
$579,000

MLS 40118143 • Jane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING
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Max Yerich enjoys an online art project.Theo Yerich designs a doughnut for his assignment. (Photos supplied)

Violet Yerich shares lunch with her class. This time was super-
vised by French teacher Madame Salem, with students speak-
ing French and making pizza.

Elizabeth Yerich is doing a STEM project with friends.

Anissa Mackie reads for one of her online school assignments.
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Royal Oak masters online classes, anxious to return to in-person
With the smaller class-

es at Royal Oak Community 
School, parents have been dis-
appointed to have in-person 
education shut down, but say 
teachers have done a great job 
of recognizing the needs of 
their students during recent 
weeks of online learning, and 
acting accordingly.

The school is also well-
equipped to respond to the 
needs of individual students, 
again, a significant result of 
several factors, chiefly the small 
classes giving the ability of 
teachers to see their needs and 
respond immediately.

As an example, says parent 
Tracy Mackie, her 11-year-
old daughter began Grade 5 
at Royal Oak with a demand-
ing schedule that needed to 
be accommodated. Anissa is 
a competitive dancer, and was 
cast in the role of Baby June in 
Gypsy, which the Shaw Festival 
was planning to stage for 2020, 
and then, when that season was 
cancelled, for 2021. Her previ-
ous public school had not been 
terribly understanding of her 
missing classes and needing to 
have her work given to her to 
complete at home, suggesting 
academics should come first.

But Royal Oak was sup-
portive from the beginning, 
says Mackie, willing to help 
Anissa any way they could, 
“with absolutely no push-back,” 
although unfortunately the 
production was cancelled due 
to the pandemic.

Mackie also felt Anissa 
would benefit from some extra 
help at the public school she 
was attending last year, which 
was not made available. She 
was afraid her daughter was 
falling behind on one subject, 
and was “falling through the 
cracks” of the public school 
system, just because she re-
quired a little more one-on-one 
attention. Mackie was looking 
into tutoring or extra-curric-
ular learning when she heard 
from a friend about Royal Oak 
and its flexible program. She 
investigated, and decided that 
was the solution she was look-
ing for.

Anissa has been able to 
move forward with the help she 
received, jumping two levels in 
the subject she was having dif-
ficulty with, during just eight 

months at the independent, 
not-for-profit school, now op-
erating out of the former hos-
pital on Wellington Street. And 
Anissa loves it there, adds her 
mom.

There were other reasons 
for choosing the small school, 
says Mackie.

When schools were closed 
last year, the online classes 
Anissa attended in the public 
school system were “an unor-
ganized, disastrous situation,” 
she says, with a lack of commu-
nication when she reached out 
to both her daughter’s teacher 
and principal. The experience 
“was beyond disappointing,” 
she adds, and one she didn’t 
want to repeat in September. 
Mackie also has health issues 
that put her at risk for COVID, 
and she was impressed with the 
extra precautions Royal Oak 
was taking when it opened to 
in-person classes in the fall, 
while also offering an online 
component, so students could 
choose a combination that ac-
commodated their individual 
needs and scheduling.

She is pleased with the phi-
losophy of the school that fo-
cuses on the individual needs 
of students, the level of engage-
ment between teachers and 
students, even when forced to 
go online, and also the com-
munication with parents. 

Anissa, she says, “has grown 
so much as a student, even with 
all the challenges of scheduling 
and online learning.”

She’s appreciative of the 
specialized teaching, the sup-
port for students and parents, 
and the sensitivity with which 
the needs of students are han-
dled, she says.

Mackie also loves the sense 
of community Royal Oak of-
fers. “It is the most incredible 
organization I have ever seen. 
It’s a privilege to be associated 
with it. It is a spectacular little 
place,” she says, “and it has been 
an incredible experience.”

Cindy Yerich, a mother of 
four, has had a similar experi-
ence this year. She planned to 
move her son Theo, now seven, 
to Royal Oak for Grade 1 from 
a Niagara Falls school last Sep-
tember, because he was falling 
behind in reading. She investi-
gated several different options, 
and by the time she’d settled on 
Royal Oak, decided it was also 
the right choice for Theo’s twin 

brother Max, and her daughter 
Elizabeth, who was going into 
Grade 4. Her older daugh-
ter, Violet, was doing well at 
school, and Yerich said she 
thought Violet would want to 
stay with her friends, but when 
she heard about Royal Oak, 
decided instead she’d like to go 
there with her siblings.

“It’s the best decision I’ve 
ever made for my kids,” Yerich 
says. “For Theo, it’s been the 
difference between night and 
day.”

He’s become a voracious 
reader, above his grade lev-
el, and the others as well have 
improved their skills, she says, 
with one daughter going from 
the 50th percentile in math to 
the 90th, in the Caribou Math-
ematics Competition, a world-
wide online contest in which 
Royal Oak students can partic-
ipate.

Her kids are missing the 
in-person experience of being 
with their friends, but Royal 
Oak does everything it can to 
make up for that, including 
giving students time at lunch 
to share with their friends.They 
also provide some time for kids 
to break into smaller groups for 
STEM or craft activities, and 
for the older kids to spend with 
the younger ones, mentoring 
them for reading and other 
projects.

Teachers also do their best 
to make classes both education-
al and fun. In their French class, 
Yerich says, she’s heard her kids 
“laughing and giggling” with 
friends over a particular lesson, 
so the class doesn’t feel so struc-
tured to them, or having fun in 
their physical education class. 
“They’re working out virtually 
and they’re really enjoying it,” 
she says.

“It’s still a vigorous academ-
ic workload, but they’re having 
fun.”

Yerich says she was really 
impressed with how her boys’ 
teacher recognized the kids 
in Grade 1/2 were indicating 
a decline in their attention 
span from the morning to af-
ternoon classes, and decided 
they would have online class-
es in the morning, and then 
have some time away from the 
screen, to maybe go for a walk, 
have a rest or do some inde-
pendent learning.

The school also offers a 
screen-free time on Wednes-

days, as part of student sched-
ules, which they can use for 
“pencil and paper” assign-
ments, although the teachers 
are still available online if the 
kids need them.

“They like that break, and 
they can have a reward, like go-
ing out on an adventure. It’s im-
portant to have that, especially 
with the younger grades.”

The kids would like to 
be back at school with their 
friends, says Yerich, but she 
doesn’t feel they’ve lost any-
thing from an educational per-
spective, and she likes the fact 
that Royal Oak will continue to 
offer a combination of remote 
and in-person learning.

“I hope we can be back in 
school soon, but it’s good to be 
able to take advantage of online 
learning as well.

“I think Royal Oak has 
done a great job of engaging 
kids, and providing them with 
a good sense of community. 
And we’re really lucky to have 
Julia (Murray, head of school). 
She seems to know the kids 
really well, and when there are 
changes to be made to bene-
fit the kids, such as the online 
class in the morning, she’s able 
to make it happen. With the 
bigger machine of the public 
schools, it’s harder to see what 
needs to be changed, and even 
more difficult to implement it.”

Murray says as an inde-
pendent school, although they 
follow the provincial school 
curriculum, they can be more 
flexible with how they deliver 
it to suit the needs of their stu-
dents.

However, they have to 
follow the provincial stay-at-
home order and school clo-
sures. 

“If we didn’t have to, we’d be 
running in-person classes,” she 
says, confident they can deliv-
er it safely, and that it would be 
better for the mental health of 
the kids.

When school closures were 
mandated, she asked if she 
could offer some classes, such 
as physical education, outside, 
but was told she couldn’t.

Although the Royal Oak 
school year is shorter than that 
of the public boards, coming to 
an end mid-June, if the prov-
ince opens schools before then, 
she thinks it would be a good 
experience for the kids to go 
back, even if just for a week. It 

would allow them the oppor-
tunity to feel the joy and cele-
bration of returning and being 
with their friends, she says.

In September, assuming 
in-person classes are permit-
ted, Royal Oak will continue to 
offer remote and synchronous 
learning to all students.

“That’s what is so nice about 
having such small class sizes,” 
she says. “Each one of our class-
es had one student learning 
from home. The teachers have 
mastered that, and the students 

have adjusted.”
That’s a very different ex-

perience than for schools that 
will be offering that for the first 
time, says Murray.

“I really feel our students 
have had a good experience. 
Our teachers have been incred-
ibly creative, and really amaz-
ing. The kids put their best foot 
forward every day. The teach-
ers, students and parents have 
all been great, and they are all 
an important part of making 
this work.”

Penny Coles
The Local
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Evelyn Anderson, 4, wears her thinking cap to make deductions 
while her Crossroads Junior Kindergarten class reads a story 
together online. (Photos supplied)

Olivia, Peyton and Emily, students at St. Michael Catholic School, 
burn off some energy during a break from online learning. 

Holly Neuhof is hard at work at her Grade 1 online classes at 
Crossroads. Her mom, Audrey Epp Neuhof, says she’d like to 
see in-school learning return, even if just for a week, however, 
she feels fortunate to have been able to work from home, unlike 
other parents. Holly’s teacher has been amazing, and although 
Holly stays connected virtually, she misses the social interaction 
and hands-on learning, says her mom.
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Teachers doing their best to 
keep kids engaged, happy

Although the weeks are 
dwindling until school breaks 
for the summer, many parents 
are saying they’d be happy for 
schools to open, even if just for 
a few weeks.

While many health officials 
across the province have said 
schools are safe, and could be re-
opened, so far the province has 
not seemed inclined to do so.

Amanda Gamble is one of 
those parents who hopes to see 
schools reopen, even for a short 
time. Working from home at a 
computer at two jobs, with her 
four-year-old daughter beside 
her attending Junior Kindergar-
ten at Crossroads Public School 
virtually, has presented some 
challenges, she says.

Although she appreciates 
the time she and Evelyn get to 
spend together, and realizes 
how much harder it must be for 
older kids, she can’t help think-
ing her daughter would be bet-
ter off with her friends at school. 
When Evelyn started JK, “she 
loved it,” says Gamble, “and she 
thrived. She misses it a lot.”

She got used to her teachers 
and students wearing masks, 
and playing in small groups of 
children — that became normal.

Online for kids that age can 
be difficult, and some days are 
better than others, says Gamble. 
It’s hard to motivate someone 
that young to sit at a computer 
for any length of time. If Evelyn 
spends an hour online, that’s 
about her limit. Teachers are 
trying to keep kids busy and 
having fun, but also are un-
derstanding if students aren’t 
spending as much time online 
as they’re supposed to be.

They also allow for play 
time, when kids can have fun 
with their friends — virtually. 
“It’s really cute hearing all the lit-
tle voices talking to each other,” 
says Gamble.

She credits the teachers with 
their creativity and their efforts 
to keep students engaged, and 
says if they could go back to 
school for a couple of weeks, it 
might be difficult for teachers, 
but it would be great for the kids.

Crossroads teachers and the 
principal have also been good 
with connecting with parents 
and supporting them in any way 
they can, she says. “I get the sense 
they’re trying to do the very best 
they can, and that mental health 
is always the top priority for the 
kids. I also get the sense that they 
really care about the kids.”

Brenda Ferguson is a mom 
of three girls at St. Michael 
Catholic School. When school 
opened last September and 
parents had the choice between 
students attending classes or 
learning online, “we put our 
faith in St. Mike’s,” she says. “The 
school is wonderful, and we felt 
they would do what they had to 
do to keep our schools safe. Our 
girls definitely flourished being 
back at school.”

This last shutdown that be-
gan in April has been hard on 

the kids, and very confusing, 
she says, without any idea of 
what is happening in the future.

“It’s difficult to know what 
to say to the kids when they’re 
having a rough day.”

With five weeks left of 
school, Ferguson says she’d be 
happy to see them reopen. “I 
think right now kids are at a 
stage where it’s important for 
their mental health.”

Some kids have been staying 
at home for so long now, they 
are hesitant to go out anywhere, 
and that’s concerning, she says.

“I think even for three 
weeks, a little bit of normalcy 
would be beneficial. For my 
kids, the first day of school in 
September can be overwhelm-
ing, even though they’re happy 
to be back. I can’t imagine the 
transition of going from April to 
September. For some it could be 
extremely overwhelming.”

“The teachers are trying so 
hard, and they’re doing a phe-
nomenal job, doing everything 
they can to keep things exciting, 
with all the fun classes, like gym, 
art and library, trying to keep 
kids engaged. These poor teach-
ers, trying to keep everyone 
calm, when the kids are so easily 
distracted by whatever is going 
on around them. I’m sure these 
teachers never thought they’d be 

spending their days on a com-
puter, on a screen. I don’t think 
any of them signed up for this, 
but they’re doing everything 
they can to make it work. And 
they tell us the same, ‘do what-
ever you can do. That’s all we 
can hope for.’ I feel like we’re all 
in this together.”

St. Michael principal Janice 
Barretto-Mendonca agrees that, 
“not in any way, shape or form is 
online learning ideal.”

Teachers have done so well 
in making the transition, and 
rising to the challenges before 
them, but for kids, spending a 
day online remains difficult.

“We want the kids in front of 
us,” she says. 

It’s been challenging for all, 
she adds, with so many chang-
es and teachers having to con-
stantly learn something new, of-
ten on the fly, “but overall, we’re 
plodding through.”

She says she would wel-
come an opportunity to be back 
in school before the end of the 
year. “It would be rejuvenating 
for all of is, knowing the kids 
were here, under our care,” even 
for a short time. 

Mental health is not mea-
surable, but is such a key factor 
during this time, she adds.

“That’s why they need to be 
here.”

Penny Coles
The Local
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Nikita, a 10-pound rat terrier, was grabbed by a coyote on her left hind leg, leaving puncture marks. She’s recovering nicely, says 
Timothy Tranter. (Photo supplied)
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Coyote wandering in Virgil attacks ‘wee dog’
Last Thursday evening, 

just as it was getting dark, 
Timothy Tranter was out-
side with his nine-year-old 
dog Nikita.

He was behind his house 
on Field Road — he lives 
in what was once the prin-
cipal’s house of the former 
Virgil public school —and 
she was around the corner 
of the house, in the drive-
way, when he heard a com-
motion. He ran around 
to see what was happen-
ing, and discovered Nikita 
screaming. A coyote had her 
gripped tight between his 
teeth.

“I picked up a chair and 
threw it at him — I didn’t 
know what else to do. He 
dropped her and just saun-
tered off across the street. He 
wasn’t scared of me at all.”

He has seen a coyote 
in the area before, and has 
since heard several stories 
from his neighbours who 
have seen the same coyote 
wandering around the resi-
dential neighbourhood.

“It seems everyone has a 
story about this one coyote,” 
he says. “Everyone seems to 
know about it. I had to find 
out about it the hard way. 
But the more I talk to peo-

ple, the more I learn about 
coyotes.”

Nikita is just a “wee dog,” 
a 10-pound rat terrier, and is 
“totally lucky to be alive,” he 
says.

“If I’d been somewhere 
else, just a little further away, 
she would have been gone 
when I got there.”

There is no fencing 
around his home, and he 
and Nikita walk everywhere 
together. On the sidewalk 
she’s on a leash, but when 
they take a stroll through 
nearby fields and orchards, 
she is not.

“This caught me com-
pletely by surprise,” he says. 
“Things are going to change 
for me for sure. I guess I was 
too trusting. I didn’t think 
they’d come right up my 
driveway.” 

He says with COVID, 
“so many people have new 
dogs and puppies. I’ve seen 
many of them around, go-
ing for walks. People have 
to be aware of how close the 
coyotes are coming to our 
homes.”

Nikita was fortunate that 
the coyote got hold of her by 
her back end, causing some 
puncture wounds, but not to 
any organs. She was still in 
shock when he took her to 
the veterinarian, who gave 
her antibiotics to be sure her 

wounds won’t be infected.
“I’m happy she’s going to 

make it,” he says. “I’m just 
hoping she heals well.”

In just a few days, he 
added, “she seems to be 
doing better than me. I can 
still hear her screaming. But 
dogs are resilient. She seems 
pretty good.”

Tranter says he under-
stands coyotes are being dis-

placed as more subdivisions 
are built, but he was still sur-
prised at how tame this one 
seemed. “He wasn’t one bit 
scared of me.”

Nikita might be small, he 
added, but she thinks she’s 
fierce, guarding her proper-
ty when other neighbours 
and dogs walk by. “She’s a 
little 10-pound watch dog.”

He’s called the town to 

see if anything can be done 
about it, but he is learning 
that isn’t likely to happen.

He will be watching care-
fully over Nikita in the fu-
ture, and urges others in the 
area with small dogs or cats 
to do the same.

The provincial ministry 
of natural resources says 
since coyotes are oppor-
tunistic feeders, small pets 

such as dogs and cats may be 
seen as prey. “It is advised to 
watch them carefully if your 
dog is in the backyard, and 
don’t allow cats to wander 
the neighbourhood.”

Fact sheets entitled  
Coyote Proofing Your Prop-
erty, Encounters with Coyotes 
and Protecting Your Property 
can be found at ontario.ca

Penny Coles
The Local

OPEN TO
SERVE YOU SAFELY
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NEW HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday to Friday - 8 am to 5 pm, 

Saturday 8 am - 12 pm  
Orders can be called or texted to 905-329-2077  

or emailed to creekroadpaints@cogeco.net.
STAY SAFE NOTL

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
We are offering Curbside Pickup and 

FREE Home or On-Site Delivery

OPEN TO
SERVE YOU SAFELY

LET YOUR 

CUSTOMERS KNOW 

YOU ARE OPEN  

TO SERVE THEM  

SAFELY!

RUNNING EVERY WEEK UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!To place your ad, call or email Karen at:
 905•641•5335     karen@notllocal.com

WINE BOUTIQUE 
& TASTING BAR
Open for Curbside 

and In-Store Pickup
7 days a week

FREE NOTL  
Wine Delivery

Menu available on our website
Follow our Facebook page for 

pop-up specials! 

THE   
FARMHOUSE 

CAFÉ
OPEN FOR TAKEOUT
Thursday 12 pm to 7 pm  

FISH FRY ALL DAY!
Friday 12 pm to 7 pm

Saturday & Sunday  
12 pm to 5 pm

Call to order 905-468-8814

VISIT 
notlmuseumshop.square.site 

TO MAKE YOUR PURCHASE. 
We can deliver in Niagara-on-the-Lake, you can 
pick up at the Museum, or we can ship it to you.

43 Castlereagh St.  |  905-468-3912  |  www.nhsm.ca

You can find an amazing selection of reproductions, historically themed 
gifts and local history books from our museum shop now online!

SHOP THE MUSEUM 
GIFT SHOP ONLINE

Free
with $65 Purchase every 

Saturday & Sunday

50% off
(no purchase necessary) 

Monday - Friday

Ask about ourFlavour of the Week

118 Queen St.  |  289.868.8898  |  olivniagara.com
SHOP IN-STORE, ONLINE OR CURBSIDE PICKUP



14 notllocal.com

Bill and Patty Garriock enjoy a beautiful day on the NOTL Golf 
Course. (David Gilchrist)

Noel Morris tees off at the NOTL Golf Course, with Joe Doria 
watching. (Mike Balsom)

Joe Doria watches Rob Reimer take his first swing at the NOTL 
Golf Club Saturday. They were part of a foursome who got the 
first tee time at the reopening of the club. (Mike Balsom)

Joe Doria, Noel Morris, Rob Reimer and Roman Mamalyga, a 
foursome of regulars, got the first tee time for Saturday’s open-
ing of the NOTL Golf Club. (Mike Balsom)

Karen Wright and Sunny Cao were excited to be out and playing tennis again on the Memorial Park courts. (Mike Balsom)

Nancy Berkhout and Shaf Keshavjee enjoy an early game, the first of the reopening at the NOTL Tennis Club. (Mike Balsom)
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Courts, golf course busy for Saturday opening
Sports enthusiasts were 

thrilled to be back on the 
courts and golf courses Satur-
day, delighted to have a great 
day for the provincial opening 

of outdoor amenities.
The Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Golf Club is booking members 
only until the end of May, and 
had no problem filling their tee 
times. They will begin booking 
times for the public June 1.

Joe Doria, Noel Morris, Rob 

Reimer and Roman Mamalyga 
were the first foursome on the 
course Saturday morning.

They were elated to get 
out and play for the first time 
in weeks. Doria said it was his 
second time this year being the 
first to tee off. There were 12 
club members, who had the 
first three tee times booked for 
the day, regulars who like to 
play early in the morning. 

NOTL Tennis Club mem-
bers were out on the Memorial 
Park courts first thing, as were 

pickleball players in Virgil, as 
soon as they were legally al-
lowed to take part in the sports 
they love.

The splash pad and skate-
board park in Virgil were also 
busy with the younger crowd 
happy to have some outdoor 
fun permitted by the province.

There are restrictions and 
protocols to follow, but at least 
they were able to get outside in 
the good weather, and do more 
than walk, jog or cycle, enjoy-
ing the social contact they’ve 

been missing as much as the 
physical activity.

While NOTL Pickleball 
Club members were out and 
ready to play when the courts 
opened at 8 a.m., the club has 
not reopened nor has a date 
been determined for that to 
happen, and the schedule is 
still being finalized, with lots of 
time for the public as well. 

“Hard-core” members 
Elaine Somerville, Andrew 
Calnek, and Jerry and Barb Ei-
tze were happy to be out, say-

ing they played on winter days 
when they had to shovel snow 
off the courts, so Saturday felt 
pretty good. NOTL has one of 
the best facilities in the region, 
and attracts members from 
all over, says Calnek, some of 
them out for the socializing as 
much as the game, and oth-
ers very competitive players. 
Although most of the NOTL 
club has a reputation for being 
more a recreational club, it at-

Penny Coles
The Local

Continued on page 16

Sunday, May 30th

www.ccchurch.ca

10 a.m. Worship Gathering 
(Online Only)

Speaker: Kevin Bayne 
Message: Faith, Discernment,  

& Intercession 
Live stream available 
Sundays at 10:00 am

Please be advised that with the 
current state of COVID-19, your safety 

is of utmost importance to us.
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT 
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics optional. 
Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  

Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.  Call Karen 905-641-5335 
or email: classified@notllocal.com

HAPPENINGS
JUNE MAKER KIT:  

MUG MAKERS
May 27 @ 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Mandalas & Monograms on mugs – oh my! Create some 
customized colourful mugs using special ceramic paints. 
Please go to https://notlpubliclibrary.org/ to register for 
June 1st and to reserve your kit with six mugs. One kit per 
family. While supplies last. Once registered, you will receive 
an email with details on how and when you can pick up 
your kit at the library. While this workshop is offered free 
of charge, we do welcome donations to support the NOTL 
Library so we can continue to offer great and diverse pro-
gram offerings. You can donate here: https://www.canada 
helps.org/en/charities/niagara-on-the-lake-public-library/

INFOHEALTH –  
LOW BACK PAIN
May 27 @ 11 a.m. - 12 p.m.

A health information workshop.  InfoHealth is a month-
ly presentation that aims to inform and educate the 
community about achieving and maintaining healthy 
lifestyles, disease prevention, the detection and man-
agement of specific diseases, and how to navigate the 
health system here in the Niagara region. Please visit 
https://notlpubliclibrary.org/ to register for June 2nd.  At-
tendance is limited, please register as soon as possible.  
Zoom log-in information will be emailed to all partici-
pants at least 24 hours before each event.

LocalSPORTS

Sunday, May 30th

www.ccchurch.ca

10 a.m. Worship Gathering 
(Online Only)

Speaker: Kevin Bayne 
Message: Faith, Discernment,  

& Intercession 
Live stream available 
Sundays at 10:00 am

Please be advised that with the 
current state of COVID-19, your safety 

is of utmost importance to us.
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU

Across: 
1	 Concert  
	 appearance
4	 Dirty
9	 Cooking meas.
13	100 square  
	 meters
14	Contradiction
16	Chief Hawaiian  
	 island
17	Short for the  
	 least
18	Tennis great  
	 --- Gonzales
19	Tax
20	Applications
22	Tap’s partner
23	Hoop dunk
25	Added for free
27	About this size
28	Surrounded by
30	Subject of  
	 spectacular  
	 bankruptcy case
33	Very similar to
35	Flashy
37	Tokyo Yoko
38	The Pobble had none
39	Engender
41	One of four
42	“You’ve Got Mail”  
	 company
43	“The hour --- hand”:  
	 St Matthew’s Gospel
44	Dangerous feats
46	G W T W’s --- Butler
48	Green, blotchy frog type
50	Toque wearers
52	To do with plants
55	A machine’s productive  
	 hours
57	Honorific title in India
58	--- of the above
59	Happy feline rumble
60	Letters, these days
63	Of a thing
64	Surrounded by
65	I’m sorry --- you waiting
66	“The sloeblack, slow,  

	 black, crowblack,  
	 fishingboat-bobbing ---”  
	 (Dylan Thomas)
67	Egg holders
68	Peter Pan’s pal
69	Blunder
Down:
1	 Complete range
2	 Whiskey choice
3	 Thomas Edison was  
	 once a director of it
4	 National economic  
	 indicator
5	 State of preparedness
6	 Baseball segment
7	 Clickers or squeakers
8	 Expression of derision
9	 Add as a bonus
10	Hi-fi is not supposed to  
	 suffer from it
11	Card dispenser
12	Golfing short shot
15	Gray wolf
21	18-wheelers
24	Sleeping
26	Stir-fryer

27	Pack
29	Election list
31	That show’s going to  
	 be --- 9 pm
32	Silently indicates assent
33	State emblem on Old  
	 Glory
34	Expression of 
amazement
36	Pristine
40	Chums
41	Holy book of Islam
43	Agenda topic
45	Make lace
47	Musical intervals
49	“1984” antagonist
51	Bases
53	Bury
54	Hotelier --- Ritz
55	Poisonous Javanese  
	 tree
56	Catamountain
57	Japanese rice wine
61	Cut
62	Intelligence officer

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No Pressure         CLASSIFIEDS

classified@notllocal.com

Sudoku solution from 
May 19, 2021

Across:  1 Gig, 4 Grimy, 9 Tbsp, 13 Are, 14 Denial, 16 Oahu, 17 Min, 
18 Pancho, 19 Scot, 20 Uses, 22 Die, 23 Basket, 25 Threw in, 27 So 
big, 28 Amongst, 30 Enron, 33 So like, 35 Loud, 37 Ono, 38 Toes, 
39 Spawn, 41 Quad, 42 A O L, 43 Is at, 44 Stunts, 46 Rhett, 48 
Leopard, 50 Chefs, 52 Botanic, 55 Uptime, 57 Sri, 58 None, 59 Purr, 
60 E-mails, 63 Its, 64 Amid, 65 To keep, 66 Sea, 67 Sacs, 68 Wendy, 
69 Err. 
Down: 1 Gamut, 2 Irish, 3 General Electric, 4 G D P, 5 Readiness, 6 
Inning, 7 Mice, 8 Yah, 9 Toss in, 10 Background noise, 11 Shoe, 12 
Putt, 15 Lobo, 21 Semis, 24 Abed, 26 Wok, 27 Stow, 29 Slate, 31 
On at, 32 Nods, 33 Star, 34 Oooh, 36 Unspoiled, 40 Pals, 41 Qur’an, 
43 Item, 45 Tat, 47 Thirds, 49 O’Brien, 51 Feet, 53 Inter, 54 Cesar, 55 
Upas, 56 Puma, 57 Sake, 61 Mow, 62 Spy. 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

FOR SALE

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

GUIDE DOGS BELONG 
EVERYWHERE. IT’S THE LAW

PLAYLE, K. Yvonne — 1924 – 2021 - Kathleen Yvonne 
Playle passed peacefully at her home in Niagara-on-
the-Lake on May 3, 2021. She had just celebrated her 
97th birthday and was blessed to see many of her family 
and friends during the final weeks of her life.

 Yvonne was born in Scarborough, Ontario but moved 
to Montreal at an early age with her parents Bert and 

May Bedwell. She earned her Bachelor of Arts from McGill University in 
1944, and was a member of the McGill fencing club during her studies. 
She met her husband Colin at an Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship event 
at McGill while he was visiting on a break from his engineering studies 
at the University of Toronto. Yvonne and Colin married in the Town of 
Mount Royal in 1948 and soon settled in Niagara Falls, where they had 
their four children over a span of 13 years. After more than a decade 
as a homemaker and mother, Yvonne embarked on a second career in 
1962 by starting her training as a Laboratory Technologist at the Greater 
Niagara General Hospital. After graduating in 1964 she worked for many 
years in the GNGH laboratory. Once their three eldest children left home 
for university, Yvonne and Colin moved to Niagara-on-the-Lake where 
they lived out the rest of their years. 

Yvonne and Colin were members of St. Martin’s and St. John’s Anglican 
churches in Niagara Falls, followed by St. Mark’s Anglican Church in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, and Yvonne served on the church altar guilds for 
many years. After retiring, Yvonne volunteered at both GNGH and the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Hospital. She was a member of the Niagara Falls 
University Women’s Club, played badminton into her 90s, and was an 
avid bridge player. Yvonne also enjoyed summer camping with Colin 
and their children, and travelled extensively first with Colin and then 
with friends and family throughout Canada, the UK, Europe and New 
Zealand, and she also went on numerous cruises.

Yvonne is survived by her son Christopher Kim (Claude) and daughter 
Diane (Mike), as well as her four grandchildren Evelyn, Colin, Nicholas 
and Emma. She was predeceased by her husband Colin in 1994 and her 
children Rick (Anne) in 2005 and Kate in 2009.

Yvonne’s ashes will be interred in the Memorial Garden of St. Mark’s 
Niagara-on-the-Lake at a private family service in late May. A Celebration 
of Yvonne’s Life is expected to be held this autumn.

In lieu of flowers, donations in memory of Yvonne can 
be made to Doctors Without Borders or to a charity 
of your choice. Memories, photos and condolences 
can be shared at www.morganfuneral.com

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM

YES! 1989 MERCEDES SL
• Last year
• Very rare
• One owner
• Amazing

Call Patrick @ 905 330 5983

Matthew John Magee 
March 9, 1947 - May 27, 2019

Blackbird singing in the dead of night
Take these broken wings and learn to fly

All your life
You were only waiting for  

this moment to arise
 

Blackbird fly, blackbird fly
Into the light of the dark black night

Happy travels Matthew. 
I love you.

HOUSE SITTING

HELP WANTED

Cleaning Lady 
needed to clean 

local 2 storey 
home, once  

every two weeks. 
Call for details. 

References appreciated

905-684-7671

HOUSE SITTING (While you are away) 
Location Niagara-on-the-Lake. Oct 15th 2021 
to April 15th 2022 Inclusive. No Pets. Contact 
John email hammerjd1867@gmail.com
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Sports park a busy place
tracts players of all skills levels, 
he adds. 

When the club reopens, 
for insurance purposes, only 
members of both the NOTL 
Pickleball Club and Pickleball 
Canada will be permitted to 
play during the club scheduled 
times, says club president John 
Hindle.

The use of these courts are 
free, he adds. He wants to be 
sure residents of NOTL under-
stand it is not the intention of 
the club to dominate the use of 
these courts, so they should be 
confident that even during club 
scheduled times, residents are 
always welcome to join in (for a 
maximum of three times) and 
then hopefully will choose to 
become a member.

All non-club scheduled   
times are open to the public for 
residents’ use between 8 a.m. 
and 10 p.m. daily, says Hindle.

Anyone interested in 
playing, or joining the club, 
should visit notlpickleball.ca. 
Or to ask a question, book a 
family session to learn how to 
play, or share a compliment or 
complaint, says Hindle, email     
admin@notlpickleball.ca.

Continued from page 14

Calvin MacNally begins his run at the Virgil State Park 
Saturday, with Devin Spencer waiting his turn on his bike, 
and Marlow Davis and Ronan MacNally on their boards.

It couldn’t have been better weather for the opening of the splashpad in the Virgil Sports Park 
Saturday, as families brought their kids out to cool off. (Photos by David Gilchrist)

Owen Danes and Cole McMann were out Saturday morning enjoying the pickleball courts in 
Virgil. (Mike Balsom)
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