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St. Davids families mourn our lost children

Communities in 
Bloom approves
gateway design

Maanak Gandhi and sister Maansi Gandhi of 
St. Davids sit with their memorial to the 215 chil-
dren whose remains were found at a residential 
school in Kamloops, B.C. Their mother, Shri-
ti Gandhi, wanted to be sure that as young as 
they are, they understand what we have learned 
about our Indigenous children. (David Gilchrist)

Shriti Gandhi wanted to do 
more.

But what could she do? She 
wanted to be sure her children 
understood what had hap-
pened to the 215 children bur-
ied on the property of the larg-
est of the residential schools in 
Canada, this particular one in 
Kamloops, B.C.

The children she, like all of 
us, was shocked to hear about 
as the horrific news unfolded 

Gerry Kowalchuk and the 
town’s Communities in Bloom 
committee have taken a huge 
step forward toward creating 
a gateway to the Old Town 
designed to leave a lasting im-
pression on all who see it.

It’s a project he began 
working on about two years 
ago, hoping to gain town sup-
port for rejuvenating the sign 
and flower beds at the end of 
Mississagua Street. After the 
Communities in Bloom com-
mittee gave him the go-ahead 
and formed a subcommittee, 
a landscape architecture firm 
was chosen, and work began 
in earnest on a design for the 
project.

The subcommittee, which 
includes two town councillors, 
along with Kevin Turcotte, the 
town’s manager of parks and 
recreation, and J.B. Hopkins, 
parks supervisor, working with 
the Sefarian Design Group 
from Toronto and senior land-

about the discovery of their re-
mains.

Gandhi posted a notice in 
her Cannery Park neighbour-
hood of St. Davids Monday, 
asking for others to join her in 
creating a memorial, an oppor-
tunity to mourn the children, 
all the children taken from the 
families, and some of them 
buried far from home, outside 
of their own communities and 
apart from their loved ones.

“I’m not sure many people 
will see it,” she says, hoping the 
poster would encourage others to 

scape architect Brad Smith, 
whittled eight conceptual 
drawings down to one final 
design for the gateway. And 
recently received unanimous 
approval of their conceptual 
drawing from the town’s Com-
munities in Bloom committee.

The next step is support 
from the town’s Municipal 
Heritage Committee, expected 
later this month, and then ap-
proval from council in July.

The town has recently been 
discussing a redesign of that in-
tersection to control and slow 
down traffic, hopefully also 
redirecting vehicles away from 
Niagara Boulevard and the 
Chautauqua neighbourhood, 
says Kowalchuk. It would in-
clude a bump-out at the inter-
section, with a three-way stop, 
and the elimination of the left-
turn lane. 

The final conceptual design 
chosen by the gateway project’s 
working group includes the extra 
landscaping area the bump-out 

put out teddy bears, or shoes, as 
other communities were doing, 
to mourn the little ones who were 
not returned to their families.

“I’m a mom, and this is the 
most I can do, to try to teach 
my kids,” she says of her eight 
and five year old.

Just as kids have a pink shirt 
day to raise awareness about 
bullying, they have an orange 
shirt day as a reminder that ev-
ery child matters, to raise aware-
ness of residential schools and 
all the experience of children 
who attended them, she says.

“I’m not sure how much 
they talk about it in school,” 
says Gandhi.

“Every year since my kids 
have been at St. Davids they’ve 
had an orange shirt day, and 
we’ve had a conversation with 
our kids. It can be pretty graph-
ic, and upsetting, but I don’t 
want them to think it’s just 
like a crazy hat day or another 
fun day. We talk a a lot about 
anti-racism. It’s really front-of-
mind for us.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Continued on page 3
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Penny Coles
The Local

Sydney Robbs, 15, mourns with her neighbours.
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Rise in Indian variant feared in Niagara
While the number of daily 

COVID cases continues to de-
cline, Niagara and across the 
province, Niagara’s acting chief 
medical officer of health is wor-
ried the variant from India is 
on the rise in the region.

At a virtual press confer-
ence Monday, Dr. Mustafa 
Hirji explained the province 
screens to identify variants of 
concern, but has no test for the 
Indian variant. He is concerned 
some of the new daily cases 
may be that variant, with their 
number being underestimated.

“I think we are a little blind 
to what is happening, because 
we can’t screen for it,” said Hirji.

 The B1617 variant spreads 
more quickly than others, and 
causes more serious illness, he 
added.

Also worrisome is that 
studies are showing the B1617 
variant is more resistant to at 
least the first dose of two of the 
vaccines used in Canada, the 
AstraZeneca and the Pfizer, he 
said, making getting the second 
dose as quickly as possible even 

more important.
In the province and in Ni-

agara, new COVID cases are 
trending downward, as are 
hospitalizations, he said. Ad-
missions to intensive care units 
are not falling as quickly, but 
they are decreasing.

His fear is that while the 
provincial reopening schedule 
may seem safe based on that 
good news, lifting the lock-
down might be premature.

“We need to be very fo-
cused on being sure we are 
prepared for that, before we see 
a repeat of the third wave with 
variants taking over.”

Instead he suggests waiting 
to see what happens with this 
variant before lifting the stay-
at-home order and progressing 
through the reopening steps 
that are to follow.

That would also allow time 
for public health to get back on 
track with its contact tracing, 
which it has been unable to 
keep up with the daily numbers 
of new cases.

Hirji used the U.K. as an ex-
ample of what could happen in 
Ontario. It lifted what appeared 
to be a successful lockdown 

when cases decreased to a lev-
el that looked safe for reopen-
ing, only to see cases rise again 
from the  B1617 variant, due to 
its contact with India.

“Often what occurs in the 
U.K. comes to Ontario a month 
later,” he said.

“This is a warning cloud on 
the horizon for us.”

Hirji said the percentage of 
test positivity is coming down 
in Niagara, which should be 
good news, but he is concerned 
it means that people with mild 
symptoms are not getting test-
ed.

He urges anyone with even 
mild symptoms to be tested to 
help with contact tracing and 
reduce any further spread of 
infection.

His other key message is the 
importance of a second vacci-
nation dose, so that everybody 
is protected against B1617, thus 
preventing another wave as a 
result of the variant.

On Monday he said there 
were still “a few thousand” 
appointments available for 
second doses in Niagara, but 
he expected they would fill up 
quickly.

“The second dose is going 
to be critical.”

The region has the capacity 
to vaccinate up to 10,000 dos-

es a day, but is only receiving 
enough vaccine to do about 
5,500 to 6,000 day.

Pharmacies and primary 

care physicians are receiving 
some vaccine, but not enough 
to do as many vaccinations as 
they could, he said.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Niagara Health has some 
second dose appointments

As of 8 a.m. on Monday, 
May 31, individuals turning 
80 and over in 2021 were 
eligible to book an earlier 
second-dose appointment 
at Niagara Health’s Sey-
mour-Hannah arena clinic, as 
well as other clinics or phar-
macies in the region.

This follows the provincial 
government’s announcement 
last week that  Ontario is ac-
celerating the rollout of sec-
ond doses.

“The vaccination clinic 

team is prepared to respond 
quickly to support the pro-
vincial government’s goal of 
a two-dose summer,” said 
Linda Boich, executive vice 
president at Niagara Health, 
overseeing its vaccination 
program.

“We’ve worked hard over 
the last three months to ad-
minister more than 133,000 
first and second doses at our 
Seymour-Hannah arena vac-
cination clinic. We are eager 
to move to the accelerated 
second-dose interval begin-
ning with people aged 80-plus 
and moving through the se-

quencing based on provincial 
guidelines.”

Those eligible can rebook 
their second dose for an ear-
lier date at any mass immu-
nization clinic through the 
provincial booking system at 
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/
book-vaccine/ or by calling 
1-833-943-3900. Pharmacies 
and primary healthcare clin-
ics are also offering second 
doses.

Availability of appoint-
ments is based on vaccine 
supply, and second doses can 
be administered at a different 
location than the first dose.

Penny Coles
The Local

Shaw Festival looking for 
support with ‘fairness issue’

Along with other arts orga-
nizations, the Shaw Festival is 
asking the province government 
to reduce reopening restrictions 
on the performing arts.

On a post on social media, 
and in an open letter from the 
festival distributed through the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Chamber 
of Commerce newsletter Mon-
day, the Shaw is asking for fair-
ness with other organizations.

The Facebook post says 
the provincial government’s 
reopening plan is “a dead-end 
for performing arts, outdoor 
venues, festivals, and events.

“After a year of shuttered 
venues, lost revenue streams and 
amongst the most severe levels 

of unemployment compared to 
any other industry in Canada, 
we are ready to safely reopen 
our stages for artists and audi-
ences. But the current guidelines 
would leave arts and culture 
behind, denying arts lovers the 
equal access that restaurants, 
sports, and religious services will 
be allowed to offer,” the Shaw 
Festival Facebook post says.

The Shaw is calling on the 
government to allow them to re-
sume rehearsals in the first step 
of reopening plan, so casts and 
crews will be ready when per-
formances can begin in Step 2.

The post also asks the 
government to allow filming 
inside performance spaces 
during Step 1, which will be-
gin when at least 60 percent 
of adults have received at least 

one dose of a vaccination, and 
COVID-19 daily case num-
bers, hospitalizations and in-
tensive care admissions contin-
ue to decline, so theatres can at 
least offer digital content.

The Shaw is also request-
ing capacity limits for outdoor 
and indoor theatres based on 
square footage, “so we can 
maximize safe audience access 
in different sized venues.”

These are accommodations 
that have already been granted 
to industries like sport, film 
and television and meetings 
and events, it says.

Under Step 1 as it stands 
now up to 10 people can gather 
outdoors, outdoor dining will 
open up to four people per table. 

Penny Coles
The Local

Continued on page 4

The Pride flag was raised 
at town hall Tuesday to 
recognize Pride Month in 
Niagara, with Darryl Dyball, 
one of the directors of Pride 
Niagara, joining NOTL 
CAO Marnie Cluckie and 
Lord Mayor Betty Disero. 
NOTL and all Niagara mu-
nicipalities raised the Pride 
flag, along with the Niaga-
ra Regional Police Service, 
Brock University, Niagara 
College, the District School 
Board of Niagara, and the 
Niagara Catholic District 
School  Board. (Town of 
NOTL photo)

Celebrating 
with Pride
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Plan still requires details, final approval

Cannery Park neighbours
join in mourning children

This concept for the Mississagua/Queen Street intersection was approved at last week’s meeting 
of the Communities in Bloom committee. It is just a conceptual drawing, stresses Gerry Kowal-
chuk, not a working document. It still has a long way to go for final approval, with a much more 
detailed design. (Screenshot from Communities in Bloom committee meeting)

Some Cannery Park neighbours joined the Gandhi family in 
mourning the children who died in the Kamloops, B.C. resi-
dential school, including Bharati and Shrikant Gandhi, who left 
shoes on their porch, and Leonardo Salvatore, 2, who took a 
moment to sit with his teddy bears. (Photos supplied)

Gerry Kowalchuk is pleased 
with the design approved by 
the Communities in Bloom 
committee. It still must pass 
approval of the municipal 
heritage committee and town 
council. (Photo supplied)

would provide, but could also 
work without it if the town de-
cides not to go ahead with their 
plan for the intersection, he says.

In addition to a stone wall, 
one of the features is an obelisk 
structure that will symbolize 
the original lighthouse that was 
on the spot where Fort Missis-
sauga now stands, says Kow-
alchuk. Hopkins discovered a 
lighthouse stood on that site 
in the early 1800s, before the 
fort was built, and although the 
gateway structure isn’t intend-
ed to replicate the lighthouse, 
it represents a symbol of what 
was there, he says.

In presenting the preferred 
concept to the Communities 
in Bloom committee, Smith 
explained the chosen design 
would incorporate a symbolic, 
eye-catching representation of 
NOTL, with beautiful gardens 
and stonework. It would offer 
a horizontal approach with a 
low, 40-foot Queenston Quar-
ry limestone wall, the town 
crest and town name incor-

porated in it, with an obelisk 
structure of granite, about 25 
feet tall, representing the first 
lighthouse on the Great Lakes. 
It would be easily seen coming 
into town, creating a striking 
first impression, and would 
include a strong, intricate light-
ing plan to make sure it’s just as 
striking at night, said Smith.

The sign that now adver-
tises events in town, just off to 
the side of the existing gateway, 
will be relocated, says Turcotte. 
“That sign would detract from 
the feature we’re trying to cre-
ate, so we felt it might be better 
living somewhere else.”

The bump-out and three-
way stop, he says, would allow 
people to stop, enjoy the feature 
that is being created, and also 
pick up the sign that directs 
them to turn left to the QEW. 
The redesign of the intersection 
was suggested by the Friends 
of Ryerson Park, to alleviate 
some of the congestion they 
see during the tourist season in 
the Chautauqua area and on its 
narrow streets.

The whole area of the 
bump-out becomes part of the 

gateway feature, which would 
also include some plantings 
and beautification on the two 
corners on the other side of 
the road, and could create “a 
smaller plaza space” to allow 
for those who want to stop and 
photograph the new gateway, 
explained Smith.

Kowalchuk, who moved to 
NOTL a little more than a de-
cade ago, wanted to undertake 
a project that would reflect the 
love he and his wife have for 
their new home. He says he is 
grateful for how his life has un-
folded, and as a way of paying 
forward to help others, in 2014, 
he set up a family fund with the 
Niagara Community Founda-
tion.The fund, which he man-
ages with one of his daughters, 
was created to help people in 
need achieve their goals, but 
Kowalchuk says he began some 
time ago to think about a do-
nation he could bequeath to 
the town, and decided he’d like 
to see it happen while he’s still 
alive, and can be involved in 
the project.

His first step, in the fall of 
2019, was to ask Lord Mayor 

Betty Disero to stop by for a chat 
at his Rye Street home, where 
he briefly outlined his idea for a 
rejuvenation of the existing en-
trance to the Old Town, making 
it clear he was offering $250,000 
to fund the project. 

Disero set up a meeting 
with some town staff, and the 
project moved forward, fol-
lowing a suggestion that Kow-
alchuk make a presentation 
to the town’s Communities in 
Bloom committee, which he 
did, in December of 2019.

In January, 2020, council-
lors agreed with a CIB commit-
tee recommendation in favour 
of the project, to be financed by 
the Gerald Kowalchuk Family 
Fund. They also approved the 
formation of the Queen/Mis-
sissagua Project, the CIB sub-
committee, to create terms of 
reference and a work plan for 
the site, which led to the hiring 

of a landscaping company and 
work on a conceptual design.

The drawings that were 
presented and approved by the 
Communities in Bloom com-
mittee, Kowalchuk stresses, 
are conceptual, not finalized, 
working drawings that would 
show details, such as the kinds 
of plantings.

He also wanted to stress that 
he has “high aspirations” for 
the project that would provide 
a gateway to the community, 
with landscaping excellence, 
and something to be proud of 
for generations to come.

The tentative timeline set 
out for construction was orig-
inally to begin in September, 
with a second phase to include 
planting next spring, and com-
pletion by June, in time for the 
next influx of tourists. With 
delays because of COVID and 
a desire “to get this right,” that 

has been changed, with con-
struction to be tendered in the 
new year, work commencing 
as soon as possible after that,  
and planting in the spring, with 
completion targeted for June.

Continued from page 1

She and her husband were 
both born and raised in Cana-
da, of East Indian parents.

She has recently joined the 
town’s inclusivity and diversity 

committee discussions, she says. 
“There needs to be an in-

formed conversation about our 
feelings of what it’s like to live in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.”

And it’s important to her to 
be part of that discussion, she 

adds, to ensure the town she 
has chosen to raise her family is 
aware and inclusive.

She’s lived in St. Davids for 
five years, “and I want to be sure 
this is a community that wel-
comes everyone. It’s definitely 
top of mind for more people 
than ever. And today is an op-
portunity to show our support, 
to recognize what has happened 
in the past, and to engage our 
children, to talk to them and 
be sure they understand. We 
don’t know a lot about this part 
of our history and we don’t talk 
enough about it. We need to 
learn the whole of our history, 
not just the good parts.”

It was a small group of 
neighbours who joined her 
memorial, but it was enough 
for her children to understand. 
It was a start.

Continued from page 1
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Shaw asking for support
Outdoor religious services can 
be offered with limited capaci-
ties, and day camps and camp-
sites will be allowed to reopen.

An open letter released by 
the festival Monday says “the 
dropping COVID case-counts, 
coupled with the opportunity 
to work outdoors and online, 
should offer a light at the end of 
the tunnel for performing arts 
organizations, outdoor venues, 
festivals and events.”

Instead,  “as it stands, the 
government’s recently an-
nounced Roadmap to Reopen-
ing only offers a dead-end to 
the performing arts at a time 
when we are perhaps needed 
most. And we need your help. 
In the coming days and weeks, 
Ontario senior officials will 
meet to determine the specific 
regulatory details of the Road-
map to Reopen, including the 
offices of Chief Medical Officer 
Dr. David Williams, Ministers 
and Deputy Ministers, and 

public health officials.”
The letter says the current 

guidelines will ‘leave arts and 
culture behind, denying arts 
lovers the equal access that 
restaurants, sports, and religious 
services will be allowed to offer.”

Provincial decisions and 
changes expected “in the next 
few days will determine the fate 
of our stages for the next year. 
If we are treated with parity to 
equivalent peer sectors, we can 
look forward to a summer of 
outdoor performance and a 
robust theatre season next year. 
But if we are denied equitable 
reopening, our stages will re-
main dark and our artists will 
remain out of work for many 
months to come.”

The letter calls for Shaw 
supporters to make their voic-
es heard, demanding fairness 
for arts and culture in Ontario 
as part of the #FairnessForArt-
sON campaign that Ontario 
performing arts organizations 
have launched. 

“We are not asking for spe-
cial treatment,” the letter says, 
“only to be afforded the same 
reopening terms that equiva-
lent peer industries have been 
given already.”

The letter, signed “Your 
friends at the Shaw,” and the Shaw 
Festival Facebook post suggest 
supporters visit canadianlivemu-
sic.ca/fairnessforartson/ to send 
letters to the Premier, Ministers, 
MPPs, municipal leaders and 
representatives.

Continued from page 2

An $800,000 Parks Canada project is intended to rehabilitate 
the historic junior commissariat building while respecting its her-
itage character. (Mike Balsom)

Significant historic building to get structural overhaul
Surrounded by its picket 

fence, it sits as a time capsule, 
overlooking Butler’s Barracks 
and the Commons. The Junior 
Commissariat Officer’s Quar-
ters has played a role in over 
200 years of military and com-
munity history. 

One of the first buildings 
constructed as part of the But-
ler’s Barracks complex just after 
the War of 1812, the historic 
residence is currently undergo-
ing a substantial renovation.

Chris Zoetewey, Parks 
Canada technical officer (proj-
ect officer) for the National 
Historic Sites in Southwestern 
Ontario, says just under 50 per 
cent of the building is still in its 
original state.

“There was a fairly substan-
tial renovation done on it,” he 
says, “which replaced the roof 
systems, and that was done 
during the 1980s when Parks 
Canada was given the prop-
erty by the town of Niagara- 
on-the-Lake.”

Budgeted at about 
$800,000, the current work is 
part of a series of federal infra-
structure investment projects 
initiated in 2015 at Butler’s 
Barracks National Historic Site. 
Zoetewey says that the pro-
gram has invested a total of 
over $13 million in Niagara 
historical sites since that time. 

Preserving the historic ma-

terials is an important prior-
ity for the current project. As 
much historic fabric as possible 
will be retained or reinforced 
throughout the work being 
done on the chimneys, kitchen 
walls, floors and foundation, 
the roofing system, and the 
siding, windows and shutters. 
As well, Parks Canada will be 
replacing the porch, making 
improvements to the drainage 
around the building’s exterior, 
and upgrading utilities. 

The Parks Canada website 
lauds the Junior Commissariat 
Officer’s Quarters for its aes-
thetic design, a great example 
of an early 19th-century Geor-
gian-styled frame cottage. Its 
balanced, well-proportioned 
composition with little orna-
mentation represents a func-
tional, efficient response to the 
prevailing conditions where lo-
cal materials were readily used. 
This can be seen, for example 
in the extension that joins the 
originally detached kitchen to 
the main structure. 

Zoetewey, who grew up in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, explains 
that the building was used for 
administration. 

“A commissariat officer 
was in charge of doing all the 
purchasing,” says Zoetewey, 
“sort of a logistics person for 
the army. He would be buying 
all the foods, the bedding and 
everything else. It was his own 
personal space and office at the 
same time.”

Acting as receiver and sign-
ing for deliveries would have 
been part of the commissariat 
officer’s responsibilities. From 
his central location he would 
have had a great view of all the 
other activity on the base.

“When you look at the map 
of what is now what you see as 
Butler’s Barracks,” he explains, 
“there were a number of build-
ings around there. You see the 
Junior Commissariat Officer’s 
Quarters but you also see an-
other building beside it, in the 
area where the Legion is now. 
That was the Commissariat 
Sergeant’s Quarters. Between 
the two of them, they had their 
own staff, and they took care of 
getting everything that the mil-
itary needed.”

The historic building wit-
nessed the training of thou-
sands of troops throughout the 
1800s to the First and Second 
World Wars. That’s when the 
open landscape known as the 
Commons was converted into 
a “tent city” as part of Camp 
Niagara. The building became 
the Officer’s Club and photos 
show the officers enjoying the 
grounds of this serene setting. 
There is even a drink recipe 
scrawled on the chimney wall 
next to the former location of 
their bar.

The historic building also 
played a huge role in the con-
nection between the military 
and the local community. 
From 1882 through the First 

World War, when Camp Ni-
agara wasn’t being used by the 
military, the building served as 
the clubhouse for the Niagara 
Golf Club, originally located on 
the site. And some locals have 
fond memories of dances and 
other social events there during 
its time as a community cen-
tre for local teens in the 1950s 
and 1960s. When Parks Cana-
da took over the Junior Com-
missariat Officer’s Quarters in 
1983, it was restored to its 1853 
appearance.

This current project pres-
ents the unique challenge of re-
habilitating the structure, while 
respecting the heritage charac-
ter of the iconic building.

In 2010, Parks Canada con-
ducted a structural assessment 
of the Junior Commissariat Of-
ficer’s Quarters to seek options 
as to how the interior could be 
finished based on potential uses 
of the structure and grounds. 

Plans to restore the building 
were slated to begin in 2019. 
After careful review, it was de-
termined that the original re-
furbishment plan would result 
in the loss of too much historic 
fabric. Parks Canada went back 
to work with the consultant 
and, together, developed a re-
vised plan that would ensure the 
structural integrity of the Junior 
Commissariat Officer’s Quar-
ters, while preserving as much 
historic material as possible.

When it was determined 
that the original   wall timbers 

should be preserved, the solu-
tion was to install new “sister” 
beams to provide additional 
support ,and ensure the proper 
stability over the long term.

As well, some contamina-
tion was discovered in some 
of the materials used in pre-
vious work on the structure. 
For structures from this era, it 
was common to use materials 
such as asbestos and lead paint, 
which had to be removed be-
fore the current refurbishment 
work could continue.

Zoetewey promises the 
restoration work will be sym-
pathetic to the original build-
ing materials and techniques. 
The roof, for instance, will be 
re-created using traditional 
methods, with cedar shakes on 
a batten support system.

Work on the project is ex-
pected to last until some time 
in October. 

“There are some pressures 

on this project,” Zoetewey ex-
plains. “We have COVID to 
look at, we have to abide by 
those regulations. We’re limited 
on staff. We’re meeting those 
challenges. Work is progressing 
at a pretty steady rate.”

Once everything is com-
plete, the Junior Commissari-
at Officer’s Quarters will have 
further potential in connecting 
visitors and locals to the import-
ant role this national historic site 
played in Canadian history.

“Parks Canada will work 
with stakeholders and possibly 
the town and other individu-
als,” Zoetewey tells The Local, 
“to sort of look at the building 
again and see what the future 
can hold for it, for the town 
and Parks Canada. It will be 
similar in interpretation to 
Fort Mississauga. It might be 
open for special occasions, 
when resources and staffing 
allow.”

Mike Balsom 
Special to The Local

Passion. Precision. Preservation.

FREE ESTIMATES!
CALL NOW 289.650.1775

WWW.SAFETREE.CA    |    @SAFETREELTD  

Is this pest on your trees? 

Whatever your tree needs, Safe Tree is there. 

• Arborist Reports & Consultations • Tree Maintenance  
Programs • Insect & Disease Control • Deep Root Fertilization  

• Trimming & Pruning • Bracing & Cabling • Tree Removal  
• Tree Planting • Stump Grinding & More

Gypsy moth is an invasive  
pest that damages many trees and can 

cause severe tree decline. 

Just Listed! 
14 Cooley Lane

 $1,249,000
   4 bed, 5 bath  
   beautiful brick  
   bungaloft!

905.687.2912  |  j.hodder@mackayrealtynetwork.com

 Jason Hodder
  Sales Representative

Linda Attoe, RP
Counselling • Psychotherapy • PsychoanalysisCounselling • Psychotherapy • Psychoanalysis  

By Phone or VideoconferenceBy Phone or Videoconference

www.lindaattoe.com | 905•468•0046
Serving the Niagara Region since 2005
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Niagara’s Leading 
Provider of Cremation 

& Burial Services
No matter how simple or detailed

INDEPENDENT AND LOCALLY OWNED
No Charge Consultation • Price Guarantee

MORSE & SON FUNERAL HOME
Niagara Falls  |  905.356.3550

www.morseandson.com

MORGAN FUNERAL HOME
NOTL  |  905.468.3255

www.morganfuneral.com

Compassionate  •  Transparent  •  No Pressure

Whether a Biker or a Baptist
It doesn’t matter if you’re 

a Biker or a Baptist. If you 
prefer a church, a garden, or 
a pub. If you want stories and 
laughter or silent tranquility. 
A procession or a party. No 
matter what your budget, the 
only thing a funeral absolutely 
has to be is whatever you 
want it to be. 

When your time comes, 
are you prepared? Will you 
burden your family with 
planning your funeral after 
you’re gone? Or will you  
pre-plan your funeral and 
have it done your way?  You 
can help your family, even 
after you’ve passed.

You buy insurance in 
the event something might 
happen to your home or 
vehicle, you plan your 

finances, and you create a 
Will and Powers of Attorney 
to handle your affairs. Doesn’t 
it just make sense to pre-plan 
your funeral arrangements?

Morgan Funeral Home 
has been part of the  
N i a g a r a - o n - t h e - L a k e 
community since 1959. 
Founded on the principle 
established by funeral 
directors Gordon & Betty 
Morgan “of serving families 
just as we would want to be 
served.” The team at Morgan 
Funeral Home continues 
to be available to help you 
or your family answer your 
pre-need and at-need funeral 
questions.

Call us to pre-arrange 
exactly what you want—
traditional or contemporary.

415 Regent St., NOTL  |  905.468.3255  |  morganfuneral.com
Niagara’s Leading Provider of Cremation & Burial Services

Celebrate Seniors Month!
—  Golden Years Guide  —
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Action, not words, will lead to healing

The last leg is the hardest,
so this must be the last leg

This week, we have 
watched and listened in 
horror and shock to the 
heart-wrenching news 
that the remains of 215 chil-
dren were discovered  at a 
former  Residential School 
in Kamloops, B.C.

The news is all around 
us, and inside us. There is no 
escaping the horror of what 
was done in our country, to 
these beautiful Indigenous 
children, who would now be 
the elders in their commu-
nities.

We knew this, that there 
were residential schools, 
that Indigenous children 
were taken from their fam-
ilies. We’ve heard the stories The last leg is the hardest.

We must be on our last 
leg, because it isn’t getting 
any easier. But we are get-
ting there. The finish line is 
in sight.

The Friends of Fort 
George announced its sec-
ond Canada Day pandemic 
plan this week. And although 
Canada Day is always a great 
celebration, this time, the 
thought of it seems sad. It’s 
usually one of the best days 
of the year, celebrating with 
friends and family, that enor-
mous, delicious Canada Day 
cake provided by Willow 
Cakes & Pastries, the party 
in Simcoe Park with the sea 
of red T-shirts, the pride we 
feel as a nation . . . 

Maybe not so much this 
year. 

However, if the last leg is 
the hardest, and this is as bad 
as it gets, hey, it’s not so bad af-
ter all. We can get through it.

There will be no celebra-
tions at Fort George, but it 

become part of a society  
and culture that was not 
theirs.

The studies have been 
done. The reports have been 
written. And then noth-
ing. Until now, when we 
are shocked, heart-broken, 
angry at those who turned 
away, did nothing. And we 
know it’s just the beginning. 
There could be thousands 

of those who survived, and 
we may think we know what 
that history has done to the 
Indigenous people in our 
country and in our com-
munity. But we can’t really 
know, unless they were our 
children, or our ancestors.

In living rooms across 
the country, adults — par-
ents and grandparents — 
were asking each other, 
what happened to these 
poor children? Were they 
sick? How did they die? 
How could they have just 
disappeared? Why were 
they buried so far from 
their communities, their 
families, the people who 
loved them? sounds as if we’ll be allowed 

smallish family gatherings, 
and that is indeed a reason 
to be grateful, something to 
look forward to.

We’re on the cusp of 
summer, we’re starting to 
enjoy some warm, sunny 
days, gardens are being 
planted, and those small 
steps are along a path to 
somewhat normal. Family 
members are being allowed 
visits with their loved ones 
in long-term care, we’re 
getting a glimpse of small-
ish outdoor gatherings, 
there will be some gradual 
reopenings, some sports, 
some Sunday morning 
services. We are still being 
asked to wear masks and/or 
physical distance outside, 
but that actually feels pret-
ty normal, and some of us 
are anxious to get our sec-
ond doses of vaccinations, 
which are not that far off.

Just thinking about en-
joying some of those activ-

more. There are calls to do 
all that must be done, and 
that we are assured will be 
done.

At the Niagara Regional 
Native Centre, a fire was lit 
Monday to remember those 
children, songs were sung, 
drums were drummed. 
There were no words that 
could heal, but there was a 
community to gather and 

Imagine a mom trying to 
explain to her children what 
they have heard. What child 
could possibly understand? 

Yet here, in our commu-
nity and across our coun-
try, parents trying to un-
derstand themselves were 
having to explain to their 
children what can’t be ex-
plained. That this country 
of ours, of which we were 
so proud, allowed this to 
happen, and then acted 
as if it hadn’t happened 
at all.  That some of the 
leaders in our country be-
lieved Indigenous children 
would be better, somehow, 
if they were taken from 
the families they loved, to ities, being able to do some 

of what we’ve been missing, 
feels pretty good.

If it’s the hardest leg, it’s 
because it’s been a long haul, 
and we’re tired, so very tired 
of it all. But the finish line is 
not so far off, and we can 
help carry each other along 
to the finish, with kindness, 
with encouragement, with 
help in any way that’s need-
ed. We support our friends 
and neighbours, our local 
businesses, and each other.

Because that is what we 
do in Canada. We’re tough, 
we’re taught to do what is 
right, and that means fin-
ishing this last leg on our 
feet, with pride when we 
look behind us at what 
we’ve accomplished. 

We’ve said it before, and 
we’ll say it again, with convic-
tion. Together, we can do this. 
Together, we are doing this.

Penny Coles
The Local

mourn together. At least 
there was that.

There are no words to 
make this better. There must 
be action. So that sometime 
in our future we can explain 
to our children that final-
ly, something, at least, was 
done.

Penny Coles
The Local

Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

Meg Ryan and Hugh 
Jackman star in Kate and 
Leopold (Prime, 2001), the 
ultimate fairy tale. A story 

where true love conquers 
time, class and credibility. It 
is an hour plus of all things 
beautiful, hopeful, and im-
possible.

Donald Combe is a re-
tired English teacher who 

loves to go to movies. Until he 
resumes going to theatres, he 
has graciously agreed to share 
his opinions, through “short 
and sweet” exclusives, of 
Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip
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Welcome to Auchterlonie 
on Astrology, a look at the 
week of June 3 through June 
9, including the Sun making 
sweet with Saturn, and Venus 
getting a boost from Jupiter.

On my podcast you can 
also find out how to obtain 
your own personal birth 
chart, including a forecast for 
the year ahead.  The podcast 
is at www.auchterlonieon 
astrology.ca.

Now, the week ahead: 
Thursday, June 3: You be 

nimble, you be quick as Sat-
urn in Aquarius is in perfect 
harmony with the Sun today. 
This makes for long-lasting 
changes for the better. And 
Venus in Cancer gets a boost 
from Jupiter in Pisces, mak-
ing for improved financial 
realities, and other relation-
ships too. Raphael Nadal 
turns 35 today. One of the 
greatest tennis players of all 
time, he has won 20 grand 
slam singles titles.

Friday, June 4: The Moon 
in Aries is friends with just 
about everything in the sky, 
so in spite of being super im-

pulsive, there is a lot of for-
giveness in the Cosmos to-
day. It was June 4, 1973 that 
Don Wetzel was granted the 
U.S. patent rights on a gizmo 
that would change the world. 
Don’s invention? The ATM – 
or Automated Teller Machine.

Saturday, June 5: Today 
Mars in Cancer is exactly 
opposite retrograde Pluto in 
Capricorn. It’s like that old 
jazz tune, I Can’t get Started. 
Best not to push it and wait 
for better times ahead. Today 
‘Joe Who’ turns 82. Joe Clark 
was Canada‘s 16th prime 
minister, from 1979 until ear-
ly 1980. 

Sunday, June 6: At 1:46 
a.m., the Moon leaves im-
pulsive Aries and settles into 
Taurus for approximately 
two and a half days. Today is 
slower paced, and easier go-
ing with gifts from the gods 
that put smiles on many fac-
es. It was June 6, 1891 that 
Canada’s first prime minister, 
John A. Macdonald, left the 
Earth plane after suffering a 
stroke at age 76.

Monday, June 7: A rest-
less and sleepless night is not 
conducive to a happy start 
to the week, but that’s likely 

what we’ve got. A stubborn 
day asks for patience and 
honesty. This is the week of 
Canadian prime ministers. 
Today John Turner, our 17th, 
turns 92. 

Tuesday, June 8: What 
a difference a day makes. 
Maudlin Monday gives way 
to Terrific Tuesday, with gen-
erous and sexy feelings all 
around. It was June 8, 1984 
that Canada’s Ivan Reitman 
released Ghostbusters, his 
action/comedy film starring 
Bill Murray and Dan Ack-
royd.

Wednesday, June 9: So far, 
this week is like a yo-yo. One 
day up. Then down. Then up. 
Unfortunately, today is on the 
downside, with tensions and 
stresses exacerbated by wor-
ry. Be honest., And breathe. 
Tomorrow at sunrise is a new 
Moon with a lunar eclipse. 
We get to see it starting at 
about 5 a.m. Today Marty 
McFly, Alex Keaton and Mi-
chael J. Fox all turn 60 years 
old.

And that’s AonA for this 
week. Next time it’s the new 
Moon, lunar eclipse and 
more.

Until then, shine on!

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology
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Update from Lord Mayor: 
stay safe reopening

So here is some good 
news: 

We’re seeing more peo-
ple getting their COVID-19 
vaccinations, case numbers 
continue to decrease, the 
provincial stay-at-home or-
der is slated to expire on June 
2, and the province is prepar-
ing to launch its three-step 
recovery roadmap starting 
June 14 (pending achieve-
ment of its vaccination tar-
gets).

This is, no doubt, a time 
we have all been very much 
looking forward to, a time 
when we can start taking 
cautious steps toward regain-
ing some semblance of nor-
malcy in our lives. We can 
see the light at the end of the 
tunnel, this time, not just be-
cause of fingers crossed, but 
because of the vaccine and 
the overwhelming number 
of people getting it.

In Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
we face a unique challenge 

in that we are a desirable 
and well-loved destination 
for visitors. This is a char-
acteristic for which we have 
always been and continue 
to be proud, but we have al-
ready seen an increase in the 
number of visitors coming 
into our town to experience 
its rich heritage and breath-
taking beauty, and we expect 
this will increase further 
once the province starts to 
ease restrictions.

If you’re like me, the pros-
pect of large crowds pouring 
into town is at least a little 
bit anxiety-inducing. I am 
thrilled that we are headed 
in the right direction. But the 
last thing I want is for us to 
have to take steps backwards.

As of June 2, we will be 
leaving the stay-at-home or-
der period and entering into 
a transition period. Transi-
tions are challenging by their 
nature. The messaging from 
every level of government 
will be coming fast and fu-
rious. It may be confusing. 
For this reason, we must do 
everything we can as individ-
uals to protect ourselves and 
each other. 

Keep a distance from 
those outside of your house-
hold. Plan your schedules 
to avoid areas during times 

when they are typically bus-
ier. Always wear a mask in-
doors and outdoors when-
ever physical distancing is a 
challenge. Wash and sanitize 
your hands frequently, and 
don’t touch your face. 

If you have a COVID-re-
lated concern or wish to re-
port contraventions of emer-
gency orders, please email 
covidcomplaints@notl.com. 
The town will continue to do 
its part to protect the health 
and safety of the public, us-
ing every available avenue 
to educate about provin-
cial regulations and public 
health guidelines. Howev-
er, our staff resources may 
be stretched even further, 
making it difficult for them 
to keep up. While the staff 
cannot be everywhere all the 
time, they will do the best 
they can to respond to inqui-
ries and concerns. 

As always, remember to 
be patient with yourself and 
with one another. In these 
times of heightened stress, it 
is more important than ever 
to be kind to one another.

I’ve said it before, and I’ll 
say it again: we can and will 
get through this together.

Thank you, Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, for your 
continued cooperation.

Dear Friends and  Resi-
dents of NOTL,

My family and I want to 
express our profound grati-
tude to you for the unbeliev-
able donations which you 
have given for St. Vincent.

Your kind and gener-
ous support for the victims 
of the  La Soufriere erup-

tion has really touched our 
hearts. This amazing gener-
osity is allowing us to ship 
nine containers packed 
with food, cleaning sup-
plies, baby  items and water 
to help  so many hurting 
people.  Without your con-
tribution, we would  have 
not accomplished this un-

Thanks for support for St. Vincent
dertaking.  These items will 
be distributed to  the needy 
and hurting residents of my 
village. 

God bless you and thank 
you  for your support 
and showing how much you 
care.

The Fletcher Family

LocalLETTERS

ATTENTION NOTL HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, 
UNIVERSITY GRADUATES AND FAMILIES!!

We would love to help celebrate your 2021 
graduation in The Local  in our June 30th issue. 

Deadline will be Monday, June 21 at noon.

This is once again a challenging year for celebrations,  
and we would like to make it a little bit better by sharing 

your accomplishments at no charge — this is our gift to you.

If you would like to see your photo in the paper, please 
email it along with your name and school name to:

karen@notllocal.com

Lord Mayor Betty Disero
Special to The Local

If you have a letter to the editor you’d like 
to see published, please send it to penny@
notllocal.com. Please try to keep it to about 
350 words. Sorry, but we won’t publish 
anonymous letters. And please stick to the 
issue at hand, rather than attacking those 
involved.  The deadline is Monday at noon.

Letters! We want letters!

Family friend Jayden Polgrabia, La Fleur Fletcher and her son Akeem show just some of the 
goods that have been sent to St. Vincent, donated by very generous locals, along with cash 
donations to help pay for goods and shipping. Fletcher purchased the empty barrels in St. 
Catharines and packed them with all kinds of goods, including food, toiletries and cleaning sup-
plies. The barrels were cheaper for shipping than wooden crates, she said. (Photos supplied)
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Continued on page 9

The Purple Chariot may look like a family van, but with a canoe on its roof it’s ready for a camping adventure, no tent required.  (Owen Bjorgan)
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Ode to Purple Chariot, for its role in nature adventures

It might seem unusu-
al to write a nature article 
about my personal vehicle, 
the maroon Pontiac Mon-
tana. The ultimate family 
van — the too-typical vessel 
filled with children on the 
way to soccer games and 
school (well, when both of 
those are open again).

After the May long 
weekend’s canoeing event 
in the Virgil Conservation 
Area, I felt an appreciable 
affinity for this vehicle all 
over again, which doesn’t 
owe me a penny. I wanted 
to explain how this van has 
gotten an outdoors enthu-
siast like myself into, and 
out of, countless nature ad-
ventures over the years. So, 
here’s an ode to the Purple 
Chariot.

The van may be the 
most commonplace type 
of vehicle for typical house-
holds. Funny enough 
though, I remember (and 
miss) Tuesday night hock-
ey in Virgil with the guys. 
My van would pull into the 
arena, dwarfed by a sea of 

pickup trucks, and humor-
ously sticking out like a sore 
thumb. I would always joke 
how a van is essentially just 
a pickup truck with a per-
manent cover. Of course, 
I’m not being serious. Or 
am I?

I hope this article in-
spires any van owners, 

especially those with chil-
dren, to make the most of 
getting to natural areas with 
this ubiquitous vehicle. 

One thing that a lot of 
my outdoorsy friends have 
a laugh at is regarding my 
canoe loading technique. 
I don’t have a roof rack or 
anything of that support 

on top. So, I slide the giant 
aluminum canoe up on top 
from the back of the van. 
There are two foam blocks 
attached to the front of the 
canoe, so if I play my an-
gles right and don’t throw 
my back out, I can slide the 
nose of the canoe right to 
the front of the van. Some-

times, I tip up a little too 
far, and I hear said canoe 
nose grind the roof of the 
van for a moment. So, there 
are some appreciable lin-
ear scratches up there, the 
same way the Wisconsin ice 
sheet dragged its way across 
Niagara Peninsula 12,000 
years ago and created the 

Niagara Escarpment. 
For a van that just keeps 

on giving, and has been 
worked beyond its duties, 
who even looks at the top 
of someone else’s vehicle 
anyway? I’ll trade aesthetics 

—— Special Announcement ——
 Helen Hendriks is turning 90 

Tuesday June 8th

Help make  
it extra special 

for Helen. 
We welcome you  

to walk by or drive by 
for Best Wishes 

2-5 pm 

788 Green Street, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

Erwin and Dorothy Wiens are thrilled to 
announce the marriage of their daughter 

Brianna Wiens to Daniel Harley 
on Friday, May 21. The happy couple  

are now residing in Stratford.
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Getting canoe on top a much-practised routine
for quality outdoor fun, any 
day. 

I then pick a random 
beach or bath towel. The 
most recent one has a psy-
chedelic-looking jaguar 
face on it. It will do! I fold 
and layer it like some kind 
of homemade pasta dish in 
whatever parking space I’m 
at, and place it under the 
back end of the canoe. The 
canoe at this point is upside 
down, of course, so I then 
use my head, and press up 
on the seat with my skull. 
This effectively lifts the ca-
noe and frees up my hands, 
so I can slide the specially 
folded towel underneath 
and begin to clamp the ca-
noe down tight. 

I sling the straps over 
the mid-section and weave 
them through the van side 
doors, so they only effec-
tively can open halfway 
now. But that’s okay, as I 
can still crawl in and out of 
these spaces to jump into 
bed after a long day of ca-

noeing, hiking, or biking. 
Yes, the bike fits back there 
too. Even two kayaks are 
possible.

Then there’s the bed, 
which typically is com-
posed of two thermal mats, 
an inflatable mattress, and 
several blankets. I find if 
you pile on the blankets, 
you can keep your body 
heat contained inside both 
the bed and the van itself. 
I have pillows, a cup hold-
er, and an electric lantern 
hanging from the little 
hooks most people use 
for clothing. My clothing 
might be particularly dank 
after a day of exploring, so 
it can air out on top of the 
canoe overnight perhaps. I 
can lay back, read a book, 
and listen to the frogs while 
dozing off. 

There’s also the off-
road abilities, and inabili-
ties, of the Purple Chariot. 
Sometimes, the lines blur 
between these categories. 
I don’t have the clearance, 
torque, or robust suspen-
sion of a pickup truck or 
SUV. However, I push 

the van through the san-
dy backroads of Norfolk 
County, the winter high-
ways of Muskoka, and the 
gravel of Niagara’s country 
lanes. On the other end of 
the spectrum, you might 

catch me on the main street 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

You can only treat a 
van like a truck for so long, 
though. The underbelly of 
the vehicle has a shoe string 
that has held up a door 

guard since October, 2020. 
The ultimate Canadian 
tool, known as duct tape, is 
seen holding together oth-
er variables on the vehicle. 
The van still continues to 
do epic road trips and can’t 

seem to lock itself down. 
There is simply too much 
nature to explore out there, 
and I am nearly as grateful 
for my van as I am these 
very green spaces it takes 
me to. 

Continued from page 8

Owen Bjorgan’s Purple Chariot takes him on adventures from NOTL’s main street to many different natural environments. 
(Owen Bjorgan)
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***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

795 LINE 1 ROAD
$1,250,000

MLS 40104562 • Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez

232 SOUTH MILL ST – RIDGEWAY
$375,000

MLS 40100799 • Jane Elltoft

18 CASTLEREAGH
$2,700

MLS 40115228 • Patricia Atherton and Caroline Polgrabia

94 PRIDEAUX STREET
$2,998,000

MLS 40080197 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

1389 LINE 2 ROAD 
$1,998,000

MLS# 40110643 • Cheryl Carmichael

14555 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY 
$1,065,000

MLS 40080386 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

540 SIMCOE STREET
$875,000

MLS 40103601 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

177 KING STREET 
$3,898,000

MLS 40072950 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

614 SIMCOE STREET 
$979,000

MLS 40115679 • Christopher Bowron a
nd Nicole Vanderperk

17 SHAWS LANE
$1,185,000

MLS 40107637 • Viviane Elltoft and Jane Elltoft

406 VICTORIA STREET
$1,295,000

MLS 40086720 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

6455 GORE AVE – NIAGARA FALLS
$824,900

MLS 40107981 • Randall Armstrong

SOLD

FOR LEASE
SOLD

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE
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Varied background combines security, policy
New Brock vp settling
into new NOTL home

June 2, 2021                THE NOTLLocal

Ken Chan and his husband Warren Duffy like an active lifestyle, and are enjoying discovering the trails of NOTL.

Ken Chan is Brock University’s new vice-president, administration. (Photos supplied)

Spotting a deer in the 
backyard of their Old Town 
home this week, Ken Chan 
and his husband Warren were 
quite certain they weren’t liv-
ing in downtown Toronto any 
longer. 

When Chan was named 
Brock University’s new 
vice-president, administra-
tion, back in January, the cou-
ple began hunting for a home 
in their favourite spot in the 
Niagara Region. The move 
here two weeks ago brings 
them closer to Warren’s 
mother in Grimsby, and also 
allows for the more relaxed, 
yet active lifestyle they enjoy. 

“I’ve been exploring the 
trails in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
both on foot, and on bicycle,” 
says the 46-year-old Chan. 
“Niagara-on-the-Lake has 
always been one of the com-
munities that has always been 
familiar to us. I’m a history 
buff. It’s one of the commu-
nities that is seminal to the 
history of Canada. I’m also 
a fan of tourism and culture. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake offers 
all of that.”

Since their arrival, the 
avid runner has marvelled at 
the opportunity to take in his 
new environment. His Twitter 
account (@thekenchan) is full 
of great photos of Fort Mis-
sissauga, Queen Street and 
the Voices of Freedom Park. 
The self-described newspaper 
junkie has also posted shots 
snapped while relaxing at the 
waterfront leafing through 
The NOTL Local.

“Just walking Queen 
Street, and the barracks, you 
just realize the history and the 
heritage of the surroundings,” 
Chan says. “That’s something 
that is so appealing. We are so 
fortunate to be able to live in 
such a community.”

Upon assuming his new 
role at Brock on Tuesday, 
June 1, he says his first order 
of business is to get to know 
the people at the university, as 
well as business and commu-
nity leaders in Niagara. 

As VP, administration, 
Chan is responsible for pro-
viding leadership for the fi-
nance and  information tech-
nology departments. He will 
also oversee campus security, 
infrastructure and facilities, 
dining services and residences. 

“It’s quite a diverse portfo-
lio,” he tells The Local. 

Diversity is a word that 
applies perfectly to the career 
path that brought Chan to Ni-
agara. In 1997, after complet-
ing a masters degree in busi-
ness administration at City 
University of Seattle, Chan 
worked as an immigration 
officer for a year, before being 
hired by Peel Regional Police 

in 1999. 
“I started out as a patrol 

officer,” he says, “then spent 
a year in Drugs, then a lit-
tle over a year in Homicide. 
Then, from there I went to the 
province, working for a cabi-
net minister.”

Chan spent more than 
four years as a senior advisor 
and policy director for the 
Ministry of Health and Long 
Term Care, before moving 
to the U.K. in 2008, where 
he worked for two years be-
fore returning to the Ontar-
io government. During his 
stint overseas, he served as 
then-London mayor Boris 
Johnson’s policing and com-
munity security advisor.  

“It was really one of those 
roles that brought together 
my time as a police officer 
and my experience as a policy 
advisor,” he says. 

Of Johnson, the current 
British Prime Minister and 
a polarizing figure to many, 
Chan says, “what you see on 
TV is what you get in per-
son. He certainly has a back-
ground in the media. Wheth-
er he is speaking to five people 
or 500, he’s the same.”

Chan also spent time in 
the biotech field, and has 
experience in the non-prof-
it sector as well. From 2011 
to 2015 he was vice-presi-
dent, advocacy, research and 
healthcare for Cystic Fibrosis 
Canada. As well, he currently 
sits on the board of the ALS 
Society of Canada.

From 2017 until just recent-
ly, Chan had been again em-
ployed with the Ontario gov-
ernment. Last December, he 
shifted from an assistant depu-
ty minister role with the Minis-
try of Heritage, Sport, Tourism 
and Culture to one that put 
him in the thick of things with 
the province’s COVID-19 vac-
cination rollout. 

As the assistant deputy 
minister with the vaccine 
distribution secretariat at 
the Ministry of the Solicitor 
General, Chan started up and 
then led the secretariat re-
sponsible for supporting the 
COVID-19 Vaccine Distribu-
tion Task Force.

“The vaccine rollout is a 
project that one would ex-
pect all hands on deck,” Chan 
says. “We’ve got multiple de-
partments within the Ontar-
io government and beyond, 
including the public health 
units, the hospitals, the mu-
nicipalities and even the pri-
vate sector working together. 
The task force played a key 
role in advising the govern-
ment on the rollout.”

“The role of the secretariat 
is to support the task force,” 
Chan adds. “The role I played 
was to support the chair (first, 
retired General Rick Hillier, 
then Dr. Homer Tien), the 

ministers and the deputy 
ministers in connecting the 
dots and pulling together the 
various work streams respon-
sible for the rollout in a way 
that took a much more strate-
gic view.”

He’s been following the 
progress of Niagara’s vacci-
nations, and at press time 
was happy to discover that 
the region had surpassed the 
250,000 doses milestone.

His experience with the 
secretariat perhaps makes 
Chan an ideal candidate to 
lead Brock into its post-pan-
demic future. 

“I see a lot of potential 
there, and look forward to 
providing leadership and 
working with our partners 
both on campus and off in 
realizing what the post-pan-
demic environment has to 
offer all of us,” he says. “There 
are very exciting times ahead 
for Brock.”

Chan sat in on a commu-
nity engagement session at the 
end of March, which brought 
business leaders together with 

representatives from the uni-
versity. The experience made 
him realize that Brock needs 
to play an important role in 
both drawing talent to Niag-
ara and retaining it.

“We heard loud and clear 
what the community expects 
of Brock as an anchor in 
terms of helping the region 
grow,” states Chan, “not only 
from an academic standpoint, 
but certainly in being an en-
abler of the region playing 
a much more critical role in 
overall provincial and nation-
al growth. A stronger prov-
ince and country will mean 
much higher potential for the 
region.”

The recent announce-
ment of the departure of 
Brock President Gervan 
Fearon came as a surprise to 
Chan. However, he remains 
impressed by what Fearon 
accomplished in his role, and 
looks forward to working 
with current Provost Lynn 
Wells, who will become inter-
im president of the university 
on July 1.

With his vast experience 
in many sectors of business, 
the Brock appointment is 
Chan’s first in the world of 
academia. The lifelong learn-
er, however, is no stranger to 
the academic world. He holds 
a number of degrees from 
various universities, most re-
cently a master of forensic ac-
counting from the University 
of Toronto. And he has had 
input in post-secondary deci-
sion-making in the past.

“I’ve been involved in the 
education sector for a num-
ber of years,” he explains. “I 
was an alumni member of 
the academic board at the 
University of Toronto. I was 
also on the board of Lambeth 
College in London, England. 
I started an executive PhD 
in business at ESCP (École 
Supérieure de Commerce de 
Paris) in France. So I myself 
am now a graduate student 
and a grad researcher as well.”

As he settles in to his 
new job at Brock, and as he 
and Warren, who works for 
Capital One, continue to set-

tle in to their new home in 
NOTL, he looks forward to 
a post-pandemic environ-
ment where the couple can 
get out and more fully explore 
not just their immediate sur-
roundings, but everything the 
Niagara region has to offer. 

For now, though, they are 
happy to stay in town mostly, 
supporting local business-
es, and sampling the fare of 
restaurants such as the Irish 
Harp, Niagara’s Finest Thai, 
pie’ZA Pizzeria and Butler’s 
Sports Bar. But Chan is really 
anticipating sampling one lo-
cal delicacy in particular. 

“The one that I really look 
forward to trying,” enthuses 
Chan, “is the fish and chips 
over at the Legion hall. I hear 
that they do make a good fish 
and chips, so that’s certainly 
on my list.”

As much as Brock, and 
Niagara Region, is in for a 
treat with the experience 
Chan brings to his new role, 
Chan himself is in for a treat 
one upcoming Thursday 
night. 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local
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John Bald
Broker

Team Leader
905 984 1110

Lolita Hale
Sales 

Representative
905 380 6410

Lifetime NOTL 
Resident

www.johnbald.com   |   team@johnbald.com   |   905-984-1110

Custom built, almost 4500 sqft. of luxury living overlooking the 
Niagara River. Over 1 acre lot, dramatic views, top quality finishes, 
walk out lower, designer gourmet kitchen, luxury master, 3 car gar. 

MLS# 4080639  |  Asking $4,200,000

Backing onto vineyards with view of the Niagara Escarpment, 3 + 1 bedroom. 
Approximately 4000 sqft of living space on two levels. Spacious kitchen with 

granite countertops, stainless steel appliances and centre island open to 
great room. Formal dining room overlooks the front of the house. 

MLS# H4094188  |  Asking $997,000

NIAGARA PARKWAY RIVER FRONT

SOLD

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

SOLD

Beautifully appointed home with 2 spacious decks overlooking The Henley! 
Fully finished on 3 levels with full walkout offering 3300 sqft of living space. 

Floor to ceiling windows and 9’ ceilings. Open-concept main floor plan. 
Gorgeous master suite. Double car garage. Port Dalhouse living at its finest!

MLS# XH4102444  |  Asking $1,550,000

Acre property located in the north-end Niagara Falls featuring 3200 sqft 
executive Main House, along with 1273 sqft Guest Cottage with separate meters. 

Double car garage is attached to main house by carport and has conservatory, 
bathroom and is heated. QEW access. Great multi-family opportunity! 

MLS# H4095991  |  Asking $1,849,900

MAGNIFICENT NORTH-END PROPERTY

SOLD

ON THE HENLEY ST. CATHARINES

SOLD

Jon-Alex MacFarlane plays Frederick Thomas from Callais, Maine, with a musket from the NOTL Museum as a prop for 1812. 
(Photo supplied)

1812  next virtual reading for Foster Festival
The Foster Festival has 

a premiere ready to share 
with the public, but for 
now, it has to be virtual.

Hopefully, for the last 
time, says festival artistic 
director Emily Oriold.

The festival has made 
its home in Niagara at the 
FirstOntario Performing 
Arts Centre, and Oriold 
says the hope was to be 
able to present outdoor 
productions this summer. 
But with the province’s 
three-step reopening plan, 
they would be restricted to 
performances to audiences 
of 10 people starting June 
14, and then 25 people 
three weeks later — and 
that’s if reopening pro-
ceeds as planned. The fes-
tival, founded in 2016, re-
lies on “earned revenue” to 
fund its productions, and 
can’t afford to premiere a 
new play under those cir-
cumstances, she explains. 
Community theatres and 
festivals that have a longer 
history behind them have 
been recipients of govern-
ment grants for the arts 
to offset production costs, 
Oriold says, but as a newish 
group without that history, 
the Foster Festival wasn’t 
eligible to receive pandem-
ic financial support.

Once the audience is 
allowed to be larger, hope-
fully in September, they 
will look at multiple out-
door settings, she says, 
with one of Foster’s “great-
est hits,” although they’re 
not ready to announce the 
locations or the play just 
yet.

For now, the festival is 
excited to be offering the 
world premiere of Foster’s 
new play, 1812, as a vir-
tual reading this Sunday,  
June 6.

Originally written as 
a musical, with Canadian 
musical theatre composer 
Leslie Arden, Foster decid-
ed, with Arden’s blessing, 
to reduce the scope of it 

and transition to a produc-
tion as a virtual reading.

“We’re seeing this pan-
demic as an opportunity, 
not a hindrance,” says Ori-
old.

“We’ve kept things 
small, and we’ve kept on 
with online offerings.”

The festival is also able 
to offer new outlets, such 
as the four-week playwrit-
ing workshops with Norm 
Foster, something differ-
ent that has been offered 
for the first time on Zoom 
during the pandemic, she 
says.

And it’s also allowed 
Foster to write more than 
he ever has before. Two 
new plays would be typ-
ical in any given year, to 
premiere at the festival, 
with productions that 
would take up a lot of his 
time. Instead, he’s had 
quiet time in Fredericton, 
New Brunswick, “sitting 
at home, writing, keeping 
his brain and imagination 
active. He thinks of an 
idea, and he has to write 
it.” He’s written seven new 
plays since June, 2020, says 
Oriold, which will be pro-
duced “as quickly as possi-
ble,” likely beginning next 
year.

“He’s always exploring 
new genres,” Oriold says of 
the historical background 
of this play, which began 
with a “spark of inspira-
tion based on a true story.” 
It’s about two towns, St. 
Stephen, New Brunswick, 
and Calais, Maine, divided 
by a border, but connected 
by a bridge, and life-long 
friendships between peo-
ple in the two communi-
ties, who are accustomed 
to regularly crossing the 
bridge to visit each other.

Overnight, a war chang-
es their lives forever, and 
true to Foster plays, 1812  
is built around friendship, 
love and loyalty, “with a lot 
of the laughter and heart-
felt moments Norm Foster 
followers love to see.”

The historical element 
and setting may be new, 
“but his plays are always 

about a group of people, 
and shared experiences,” 
says Oriold.

In any given season 
there might be 150 Foster 
plays being produced, not 
just across Canada, but in-
ternationally as well.

Currently, he has plays 
in production in Russia, 
Poland and Italy, translat-
ed into those languages, 
she says.

The beauty of a virtual 
reading locally, presented 
by the festival, the home of 
Foster premieres, says Ori-
old, is the ability to engage 
and support artists from 
all over.

But what she misses, 

and looks forward to get-
ting back to, is standing 
at the back of house and 
listening to the laughter 
of the audience. “Norm 
misses that as well. It’s so 
much a part of why we do 
what we do, and we want 
to get back to that. We’ve 
missed two seasons now, 
and although this is reality, 
it still seems so surreal. We 
thought we’d be back in 
August, but that’s changed. 
And we understand. We 
just have to wait. And we’ll 
keep changing the plan, 
until this is over.”

Directing 1812 is Jim 
Mezon, who has acted 
with many major theatres 

across Canada, but is most 
closely associated with the 
Shaw Festival. He joined 
the ensemble in 1980.

He and his wife, Cath-
erine McGregor, also a 
Shaw veteran, appeared 
together in a staged read-
ing of the Christmas Tree 
in December, presented 
by the Foster Festival in 
12 Niagara locations, with 
12 real-life couples sharing 
the stage for one perfor-
mance each.

Mezon has also direct-
ed for the Foster Festival, 
including Wrong for Each 
Other in 2018, and Hilda’s 
Yard in 2019. 

Also working with 1812 

is Niagara-on-the-Lake 
resident Barbara Worthy, 
as a consultant on the his-
toric elements of the play. 
The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Museum has lent and 
sourced some props from 
the 1812 era.

“We think it will go 
over extremely well in Ni-
agara, when we can do this 
as an in-person play next 
year,” says Oriold.

Tickets for live-stream-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, 
June 6 are $25 at www.fos-
terfestival.com. An online 
link will be emailed June 
4. The livestreamed read-
ing will be available for 72 
hours.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Eight tips for successful companion planting

Companion planting: 
planting different plants in 
close proximity to one anoth-
er for their mutual benefit. An 
easy topic, so I thought.

I could share the list  
passed on by my mother. But 
after some reading, I found 
most old lists were not science- 
based. The new information is 
much more complicated than 
anticipated.

If you are committed to 
companion planting, let me 
introduce you to Plant Part-
ners (2020), by Jessica Walliser 
and Jeff Gillman. This book 
details companion planting for 
large- and small-scale farming, 
which I couldn’t do justice to in 
a short column.

For now, here are some tips 
to meet your small-scale com-
panion planting needs.
1. Everyone wants their own 

tomatoes. Basil planted 
around the base of your to-
matoes will fend off horn-
worms, thrips and mos-
quitoes, plus enhances the 
tomatoes’ flavour. If some 
of the basil flowers, the bees 

will love it. Planting onions 
(leeks, shallots) near toma-
toes emits a pungent odour, 
which masks the attractive 
smell of the fruit. Borage 
planted near tomatoes at-
tracts many beneficial in-
sects, which in turn may eat 
the pests on the tomatoes. 

2. Borage is another good 
companion for strawber-
ries and also enhances the 
flavour. 

3. Planting the three sisters, 
corn, beans and squash, 
together makes a perfect 
trio. The large leaves of 
squash smother weeds, and 
beans use the corn as sup-
port while fixing nitrogen 
around the roots.

4. For peppers of any kind, 
plant with green onions 
and chives, or plant with 
flowers such as cosmos, 
zinnias (single petal va-
riety), yarrow or pepper-
mint. These attract lady 
bugs, which eat the aphids, 
and parasitic wasps, which 
eat the leaf miners. If your 
pepper problem is white 
fly, then planting crimson 
clover nearby lures bugs 
which will gorge on them.

5. Nasturtiums lure insects 
from crops and attract cat-
erpillars away from brassi-
ca like cabbages.

6. Peas and beans have ni-
trogen fixing abilities, and 
have increased the size of 

potato tubers when grown 
together. 

7. Beets work well with mint, 
sage, cauliflower, garlic, 
bush beans and corn, add-
ing minerals to the soil. 
Onions, garlic and chives 
repel red spider mites. 

Peppermint repels rodents 
and insects, while parsley 
attracts hoverflies, aphids 
and swallowtail butterflies.

8. Finally, marigolds repel 
plant parasitic nematodes, 
which can cause twisted 
leaves, stems, and carry vi-

ruses and bacterial diseas-
es. Marigolds also attract 
damsel bugs, which kill 
white fly. So plant them 
everywhere in your gar-
den. (Mom was right about 
marigolds — she was al-
ways right.)

Go ahead! Create diversi-
ty in your garden and forget 
monocultures.

This is the second in a 10-
week gardening column series, 
organized by the Niagara- 
on-the-Lake Communities in 
Bloom Committee

OPEN TO
SERVE YOU SAFELY

Marla Percy
Past president, NOTL 
Horticultural Society

Basil fends off all kinds of unwanted insects, and makes tomatoes taste better, while marigolds are good everywhere.
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Virtual Garden of the Week contest underway
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Com-

munities in Bloom Committee 
has launched the first virtual 
Garden of the Week Contest.

NOTL residents can submit 
photos of their gardens or gar-
den features for consideration 
in any of the 10 categories. 
Submissions will be accepted 
over a 10-week period, follow-

ing which the Communities in 
Bloom Committee will narrow 
down each category to the top 
three submissions, rather than 
a winning garden being an-
nounced every week.

The public will be invit-
ed to vote on the shortlisted 
selections to determine the 
final winner in each catego-
ry. For more information visit  
www.jointheconversation 
notl.org/garden.

Penny Coles
The Local

OPEN TO
SERVE YOU SAFELY

NEW HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday to Friday - 8 am to 5 pm, 

Saturday 8 am - 12 pm  
Orders can be called or texted to 905-329-2077  

or emailed to creekroadpaints@cogeco.net.
STAY SAFE NOTL

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
We are offering Curbside Pickup and 

FREE Home or On-Site Delivery

TRY OUR 5 BOTTLE 
GIFT PACK.

Includes 5 - 100ml bottles of our 
TOP SELLING PRODUCTS

You receive one each of: • Cask 18 Dark Balsamic 
Vinegar • Fig Dark Balsamic Vinegar • White 

Balsamic Vinegar • Italian Herb Extra Virgin Olive 
Oil • Blood Orange Extra Virgin Olive OIl

Not sure what flavour to get ? 

118 Queen St.  |  289.868.8898  |  olivniagara.com
SHOP IN-STORE, ONLINE OR CURBSIDE PICKUP

WINE BOUTIQUE 
& TASTING BAR
Open for Curbside 

and In-Store Pickup
7 days a week

FREE NOTL  
Wine Delivery

Menu available on our website
Follow our Facebook page for 

pop-up specials! 

THE   
FARMHOUSE 

CAFÉ
OPEN FOR TAKEOUT
Thursday 12 pm to 7 pm  

FISH FRY ALL DAY!
Friday 12 pm to 7 pm

Saturday & Sunday  
12 pm to 5 pm

Call to order 905-468-8814

LET YOUR 

CUSTOMERS KNOW 

YOU ARE OPEN  

TO SERVE THEM  

SAFELY!

RUNNING EVERY WEEK UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!To place your ad, call or email Karen at:
 905•641•5335     karen@notllocal.com

The town is receiving photos of beautiful gardens for its virtu-
al Garden of the Week contest, organized by the Communi-
ties in Bloom committee. If you have an area of your garden 
that fits into one of the 10 contest categories, don’t be shy! 
Learn more about the contest and how to submit your photo 
at jointheconversationnotl.org/garden.



14 notllocal.com

Rose and Ken Bartel were a welcome sight for regulars at the Saturday market. (Photos by 
David Gilchrist)

Tracy Hanson of Tracy’s Wine Jellies was happy to be back at The Market @ The Village.

Kim McQuhae of Gryphon Ridge Highlands Farm, one of the 
regulars at the Niven Road farmers’ market, wasn’t going to 
miss opening day.

Anne Dickson (right), of PigOut Catering, was there with roasted chickens, which she sells with 
buns and sauce as a takeout meal. They will wait until the next stage of reopening before selling 
their popular pork, which people tend to eat in sandwiches on the grounds of the market, not 
currently permitted. PigOut was one of the original vendors when the farmers’ market opened in 
2007, shortly after the Dicksons emigrated to Canada from Scotland. With all weddings cancelled, 
they are able to return to the Saturday market this season. Helping Anne is Ryan Beauregard.
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Cold weather, warm welcome for market vendors

It was a cold day for 
the Market @ The Village 
opening Saturday, but for 
Tracy Hanson, it had all the 
warmth of a homecoming.

She raced home three 

times to get warmer cloth-
ing, she says, but despite the 
weather, it felt great to be 
outside, selling her prod-
ucts, and chatting with old 
friends and neighbours.

It’s been more than 25 
years since Hanson began 
making wine jellies from 

her Garrison Village home, 
when her husband was of-
ten away on business and 
she was raising three small 
children.

She started out painting 
wine glasses for local winer-
ies to sell, she says, and then 
began developing wine jel-

lies, combining local fruit 
with wine from Pillitteri Es-
tates Winery and Riverview 
Cellars Estate Winery. Her 
wide range of products now 
includes jellies made with 
Niagara College craft beer, 
jelly with Lakeview Cellars 
Vidal Icewine, and lavender 
jelly made for the NEOB 
Lavender Boutique.

A lot has changed in her 
life since the early days, and 
during that time, the busi-
ness was one of the con-
stants in her life, the stability 
that helped see her through 
some difficult years.

At one point, the com-
pany her husband Drew 
was working for was re-
structured and sold, and 
he joined her, working full-
time in the home business.

Then, in 2007, Drew 
died suddenly at the age of 
51. With her kids in college 
and university, “the busi-
ness kept me going through 
that time,” she says. “It was 
the one consistent part of 
my life.”

She recalls when she 
first began making wine 
jellies, she was driven by 
the desire to own a horse, 
which she couldn’t afford. 
Riding had been a big part 
of her life as a young girl, 
she says, and as soon as she 
was able, she bought herself 

a horse. It’s now boarded 
at Gallop Stables in Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake, where 
she continues to ride three 
times a week on the near-
by trails, or indoors in the 
winter.

Her children are now 
adults, her son Ben still 
helping out with what be-
came a family-run busi-
ness with award-winning 
products sold at some of 
the largest markets and 
craft shows, as well as with 
wholesale and retail mar-
kets.

And by her side is her 
husband Vito Gelose, help-
ing her with the business.

Hanson took her prod-
ucts to the Niven Road 
market in its early days, but 
since then, as her business 
has grown, she has become 
involved in some of the 
larger summer shows in To-
ronto and Ottawa, includ-
ing the three-week CNE in 
August and Ball’s Falls in 
October. She wasn’t able to 
commit to the weekly farm-
ers’ market in The Village, 
as convenient as it was just 
minutes from her Colo-
nel Butler Crescent home, 
where she has a commercial 
kitchen set up in her garage.

But with those shows 
cancelled for the second 
year, she decided to return 

to the market, and she’s glad 
she did.

“It actually felt really 
amazing to be back with 
people. I’ve missed that. 
I like talking one-on-one 
with people. Selling online 
seems like a foreign thing to 
me, although we had to do 
it to keep the business go-
ing. I love the contact with 
people, engaging in conver-
sation. I met lots of people 
I’ve known over the years. 
It was really nice to touch 
base with them, and I also 
met lots of newcomers to 
town.”

It was a good opportuni-
ty to reconnect with many 
of the farmers and vendors 
she’s known over the years, 
“lovely, grounded people,” 
she says. “It felt really good 
to see them again. Everyone 
is still helping each other 
out, like a family.”

At one point, she would 
travel to 50 shows a year, 
then whittled it down to 10 
of the largest, but Hanson 
says she’s happy to be part of 
the local market again. “It’s a 
nice way to get out and still 
stay close to home. I feel like 
I’ve come full circle.”

For more information 
about Hanson’s range of 
products, visit Tracy’s Wine 
and Craft Beer Jellies at  
tracyswinejellies.com.

Penny Coles
The Local
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of shock absorber, and pro-
tects them from injuring 
themselves when pecking. 
They seem to prefer pecking 
a hole in dead trees as the 
heartwood in the dead tree is  
softer. Also, many more of the 
insects and the insect larvae 
that woodpeckers eat are to 
be found in this softer wood 
in a dead tree.

The holes they create by 
pecking are used as nesting 
holes.

If you hear a woodpecker 
drumming on metal fixture 
on your house, don’t worry. 
They may only be doing this 
to mark their territory or 
attract a mate. Fortunately, 
woodpeckers don’t peck at 
night. They are diurnal, and 
rest at night, but they may 
be another ‘early’ bird in the 
neighbourhood.

Another interesting fea-
ture of woodpeckers is their 
tongue. It tends to be very 
long and sticky — all the 
better to capture their favou-
rite delicacies. They are also 
known to go to hummingbird 
feeders occasionally as their 
tongue can be used to get 
to the sweet syrup in these. 
I have to admit, I’ve never 
observed this happen at the 
hummingbird feeder in our 
backyard.

Woodpeckers have an 
amazing climbing ability en-
abled by the fact that most of 
the species have feet that have 
two forward-facing toes and 
two rear facing toes (zygo-
dactyl feet). These also serve 
to help them increase  their 
leverage when pecking at a 
surface. Their rigid tail feath-
ers help to keep them in place 
on a tree.

Well, with another week-
end approaching, my cam-
era will be in my hands and 
my hat will be firmly on my 
head as I search for the elu-
sive red-headed woodpecker, 
or maybe even the pileated 
woodpecker.

A female downy woodpecker searches for food on a tree branch. 

A male downy woodpecker hangs on to the underside of a tree branch. Males of this species, like 
the hairy woodpecker, have a dab of red on their heads. Note the shorter beak and smaller size 
body. (Photos by David Gilchrist)

This photo of a male hairy woodpecker shows a longer beak, about the same length as its head 
on this species.

THE NOTLLocal                June 2, 2021

Keep yer hat on your head, the woodpeckers are out
I can’t quite remember 

when I first heard that ex-
pression, but I think someone 
was calling it out a window to 
someone below. I sometimes 
use it on my grandchildren, 
to be greeted by strange looks! 
Indeed, when I hear the tap, 
tap, tap in the trees above, it’s 
become a habit to readjust my 
own hat.

Of all the bird species 
found locally, woodpeckers, I 
find, are one of the more in-
triguing. There are four spe-
cies of woodpecker that I’ve 
managed to photograph in 
the last few years — downy, 
hairy, red-bellied and the 
northern flicker. I’m always 
on the lookout for a red-head-
ed woodpecker but they seem 
to be scarce in this part of the 
peninsula.

The  downy, hairy and 
red-bellied species  can often 
be observed in your back-
yard, and it was in the back-
yard, on the ground, that I 
first observed two northern 
flickers  a few years ago. Oth-
er species of woodpeckers, 
known to occur in Ontario 
are the black woodpecker, the 
pileated woodpecker and the 
yellow-bellied sapsucker.

We’ve been fortunate to 
have attracted a pair of downy 
woodpeckers  regularly, a 
red-bellied woodpecker and 
at least one hairy woodpecker 
occasionally to our backyard 
feeders. I’ve even invested some 
money on special woodpecker 
treats for one of the feeders 
that, unfortunately, a couple of  
grey squirrels seem to enjoy as 
well. The woodpeckers make 
daily trips to the feeders and 
are great to observe.

The downy and hairy 
woodpeckers are very simi-
lar in colouration, and easily 
confused. The hairy wood-
pecker, however, is a larger 
bird, with longer beak than 

its smaller cousin. The tail 
feathers are also different, but 
that is often hard to see unless 
examining a photograph. The 
males of the downy and hairy 
woodpecker have a red patch 
on their head, which is lack-
ing in the female.

 A lot of people, when they 
spot a red-bellied woodpeck-
er identify them as red-head-
ed, but, although there is a 
patch of red on their head, it 
is not a full “helmet” that you 
would see on the red-headed 
species. It’s an easy mistake, as 
the reddish belly on the other 
is sometimes hard to observe, 
and some birders feel this spe-
cies is poorly named for that 
reason. The  red colouration 
on the male red-bellied ex-
tends all the way to the crown, 
but doesn’t on the female.

I’ve found the northern 
flicker to be a most attractive 
and colourful woodpecker 
species. I first observed two in 
our backyard a few years ago 
through one of our bedroom 
windows.  More recently, I 
spotted a single one on the 
side of the road near John 
Street and the Niagara River 
Parkway. I’ve never seen other 
woodpeckers on the ground 
before and, as it turns out, 
flickers are known to feed on 
insects on the ground. On a 
wander through the Niagara 
Shores area a few weeks ago, 
I heard a disturbance in a tree 
near the shoreline and found 
it to be two northern flickers 
flapping at each other. What I 
thought to be a mating ritual, 
turned out to be a territorial 
dispute between two males. 

The drumming sound 
created by the woodpecker 
when it is pecking at a tree is 
an obvious clue to their prox-
imity. The fact that they can 
keep this pecking up for ex-
tended periods is made pos-
sible by a bone in their head 
called a hyoid bone. This 
bone, which wraps around 
the bird’s head, acts as a kind 

David Gilchrist
Special to The Local

The red-bellied woodpecker has expanded its range north, and is often found now in south-
ern Ontario.

A male northern flicker rests after a territorial dispute with another male. Males are identified by 
the black ‘moustache’ on either side of their beak.
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Friends of Fort George plan Canada Day celebration
The Friends of Fort 

George will offer Canada 
Day packages for the sec-
ond year, to help locals cel-
ebrate Canada Day safely 
at home. 

“We are very excit-
ed to be partnering with 

Parks Canada, and Willow 
Cakes & Pastries, to bring 
the community as many 
aspects of Canada Day 
as we can” says Amanda 
Gamble, executive direc-
tor of the Friends of Fort 
George.

Willow Cakes & Pas-
tries will be creating pack-

ages of six Canada Day 
cupcakes, that will be 
packaged with flags, pins, 
glow sticks, Parks Canada 
swag, balloons and more. 

Canada Day pack-
ages can be ordered on-
line through the Friends 
of Fort George gift shop 
at https://friendsoffort-

george.square.site or by 
calling the shop at 905-
468-6621.

Packages are $35 each 
and will be available for pick-
up from Fort George on June 
30. Delivery is also available 
within Niagara-on-the-Lake 
for a $5 donation. 

Last year more than 
200 packages were sold, 
says Gamble, adding the 
Friends of Fort George 
“were completely blown 
away by the community 

support we received.”
There are a limited 

number of packages avail-
able with a deadline of 
June 25 for orders. 

The Friends of Fort 
George have also created 
the hashtag #CanadaDay-
NOTL, and hope commu-
nity members will use this 
hashtag to share images of 
how they are celebrating 
Canada Day this year.

The Friends will be 
sharing images of Can-

ada Day festivities from 
previous years through 
its social media channels 
(Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram), and will be 
creating some special con-
tent to be shared on Cana-
da Day. “We hope that the 
community will join us 
as we celebrate the 154th 
anniversary of Confeder-
ation,” says Gamble, “and 
we can’t wait to celebrate 
the 155th  anniversary 
with everyone in 2022.” 

Local Staff

Willow Cakes & Pastries will make cupcakes for Canada Day.  (Photo supplied)

Craig Burney loved his five seasons working for Fort George 
as a summer student. (Photo supplied)

They did it! Niagara Nursery School surpassed its May Matching goal and reached $10,825 
on the final day of the campaign. “Words cannot describe how truly grateful we are to have so 
much support from our community,” says executive director Candice Penny, who is pictured with 
Massimo De Luca, Walker Meleskie, Dawson Paget, Olive Cooper, Leland Bastedo, Merritt, and 
Malcolm Hawley. (Photo supplied)

As the Niagara Nurs-
ery School and Child Care 
Centre wraps up one very 
successful campaign, it 
launches another.

The board and staff have 
sent out thanks to the com-
munity for support during 
the school’s May Matching 
Fundraiser, which raised 
more than $10,000 for the 
nursery school expansion.

“With the support of 
the NOTL Ukesters, the 
St. Davids Lions Club, 
and countless commu-
nity members, we were 

able to raise over $10,000, 
which will be matched 
by an anonymous do-
nor, bringing the total to 
over $20,000 in donations 
to support our nursery 
school expansion,” says 
executive director Candice 
Penny. “I am speechless, 
the community support 
has been so incredible,” 
she says, adding, “we are 
so fortunate to be part of 
such a caring and support-
ive community.”

But their efforts are 
not over. Throughout the 
month of June, Canada 
Helps is running the Great 
Canadian Giving Chal-

lenge. For every dollar 
donated through Canada 
Helps, Niagara Nursery 
School will be entered to 
win $20,000.

The Niagara Nursery 
School and Child Care 
Centre is committed to 
raising $100,000 toward 
the expansion, with a 
total projected cost of 
$2,018,889, and a goal of 
being completed in time 
for a September opening.

Help support the ex-
pansion program by do-
nating at https://www.
c a n a d a h e l p s . o r g / e n / 
pages/niagara-nursery- 
school-expansion-fund/ 

Penny Coles
The Local

One fundraiser ends, 
another begins for NNS

The Friends of Fort 
George have received partial 
funding for summer em-
ployment positions at Fort 
George National Historic 
Site and Brock’s Monument.

“In a normal year, the 
Friends of Fort George hire 
between 15 and 20 students 
to work in our Gift Shop at 
Fort George, as heritage in-
terpreters at Brock’s Mon-
ument, or as part of the In-
fantry/squad at Fort George,” 
says Amanda Gamble, exec-
utive director of Fort George.

“Last year, we were able to 
bring on four students, and 
this year, we will be hiring six 
students and are so exciting 
to provide Niagara’s youth 
with this unique employ-
ment opportunity.” 

Craig Burney was hired 
by the Friends of Fort George 
in 2013, and worked as an in-
terpreter at Fort George for 
5 seasons. “When I started 
working as a student at Fort 
George in May of 2013, a 
colleague informed me off-
hand that this would be ‘the 
best job you’ll ever have.’ He 
could not have been more 
correct. Beyond the immer-
sive experiences of embody-
ing history, with colourful 
uniforms, drums, cannon, 
and fire-smoke, there is no 
singular experience I have 
accumulated that has done 
so much to broaden and 
enrich my understanding of 
Canada, its people, and the 
world we live in.”

Burney says there is no 
shortage of transferrable 
skills “cultivated passively 
and actively through being a 
summer student.”

 Responsibility and care 
are key, he adds, “as you are 
required to maintain uni-
forms and equipment, and 
operate them properly. You 
will be working around ar-
tifacts and heritage objects 
likewise. You hone your inter-
personal skills, rhetoric and 
dialectics, and how to connect 
with audiences from chil-
dren to well-versed experts; 
from hundreds of spectators 
to one-on-one connections. 

Initiative and skills improve-
ment are facilitated, encour-
aged, and rewarded, too.”

To this day, Burney says, 
“I often still reference my 
experiences working as a 
summer student through 
the Friends of Fort George 
in professional contexts. If 
there is a situation I encoun-
ter, there is always a piece of 
knowledge or experience as a 
summer student that relates. 
This program has equipped 
me in a myriad of ways, and 
I am extremely thankful I 
could benefit from this ex-
perience, and give benefit to 
others through it, too. I know 
of no one who has not been 
positively affected by their 
experiences here — it truly is 
the best job I have ever had.”

But grants only cover 

part of the wages of staff, 
and for the six positions. The 
Friends of Fort George needs 
to raise more than $17,000, 
says Gamble. “Like all busi-
ness and non-profits, we 
have been impacted by the 
pandemic and are requesting 
your help.” 

Throughout the month 
of June, Canada Helps is 
running the Great Canadian 
Giving Challenge. For ev-
ery dollar donated through 
Canada Helps, the Friends of 
Fort George will be entered 
to win $20,000.

Help the Friends of Fort 
George support Niagara’s 
youth with these unique 
summer experiences by 
making a donation at http://
www.friendsoffortgeorge.ca/
donate/index.html 

Local Staff

Fort George could use some 
help with summer program
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Tennis club set to open, rules up in air
LocalSPORTS
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Last Tuesday’s official 
opening of two shiny new 
courts at Memorial Park 
put an exclamation point 
on the previous weekend’s 
return of tennis in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake.

Parks and recreation man-
ager Kevin Turcotte visited 
the court Tuesday afternoon, 
standing by as NOTL Tennis 
Club president Hugh Dow 
and club professional Shawna 
Macfarlane exchanged volleys, 
slamming brand new tennis 
balls across nets that had just 
been installed the day before. 

Visitors to the park will 
notice a striking difference be-
tween the new courts and the 
four older, acrylic-coated cush-
ioned asphalt surfaces, which 
were installed in 2012.

“We conducted a poll 
amongst the members as to 
what colour combination they 
preferred,” Dow explains. “The 
two choices were the green-
on-green of the four existing 
courts, or the blue-on-green, 
which tends to be the colour 
combination that most of the 
major tournaments are now 
using. The results came back 70 
per cent in favour of the blue.”

Though the new blue sur-
face looks different, Dow is 
happy it is essentially the same 
as the established green surface 
that sits next to it. 

“Court Contractors (of 
Mississauga), who built the 

courts for us, did a fantastic 
job,” Dow says. “They built 
the existing courts for us, too. 
We really wanted to main-
tain the same type of surface, 
which is why we were hoping 
they would be selected (via 
the town’s bid-and-tender pro-
cess). They build a really good 
quality court.”

With the tennis competi-
tion for next summer’s Canada 
Summer Games scheduled to 
be played at Memorial Park, 
the blue courts make sense for 
a tournament of that magni-
tude. 

“We’re looking at some pos-
sible renovations for the Cana-
da Summer Games (next sum-
mer),” says Turcotte. “We’re 
bringing a report in June to talk 
a little bit more about them. 
There may be an opportunity 
to change the colour (of the 
older courts) to match.”

With the selection of Me-
morial Park as a host site for 
the games, Turcotte expects 
the Host Society to provide the 
town with about $40,000 for 
any changes, additions or im-
provements to Memorial Park. 

The new courts opened on 
schedule, and came in on bud-
get, says Turcotte. 

“It’s a liquid asphalt instal-
lation, and it’s kind of special-
ized,” Turcotte tells The Lo-
cal. “We knew it was going to 
stretch over two years. We con-
structed in the fall for the base, 
and you have to let the asphalt 
breathe a little bit. We knew we 
were going to paint it in the 
spring. We wanted to try to get 

them open for summer of ’21, 
and we hit that target.”

Dow says club members 
have been effusive with their 
praise of the new courts thus 
far. And all six courts have been 
busy since the province opened 
outdoor activities with some 
restrictions on May 22. 

“The feedback has been 
very positive,” says Dow. “We’ve 
been pretty fully booked most 
of the time. Everyone’s anxious 
of course to try them out and to 
see what they’re like.”

Under current regula-
tions, only singles games can 
be played on local courts. Ac-
cording to Dow, the bulk of the 
action amongst club members 
usually centres around doubles 
games. 

“The majority of players 
prefer to play doubles,” he says. 
“There are many people who 
do not like playing singles. It’s 
a much more demanding game 
physically than doubles. As 
soon as we get clearance to play 
doubles we’ll begin our dou-
bles leagues, which are Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday 
evenings (men’s, women’s, and 
mixed leagues, respectively).”

With a boost this year in 
the number of members, it is 
expected those league nights 
will be more popular than 
ever. Dow says the more than 
75 who have registered for the 
men’s doubles league are itch-
ing to compete. 

“There is some impatience 
from a number of members,” 
Dow adds, “and a bit of pres-
sure being put on the town to 

relax the rules and allow us to 
play doubles. We are aware that 
in Toronto they are allowing 
the community clubs to play 
doubles.”

Indeed, research into the 
Gwendolen, Swansea and Cen-
tral Tennis Clubs in the GTA 
seems to show those organi-
zations are currently allowing 
doubles play. Dow adds that 
doubles play is also being al-
lowed at the Welland Tennis 
Club, as well as in Niagara Falls 
and St. Catharines, though The 
Local was unable to confirm 
this at press time. 

“All of the municipalities 
basically make their own deci-
sions on things like this,” Dow 
explains. “All municipalities 

have different situations and 
different opinions. That’s why 
you get some inconsistent ap-
plication across the province. 
In Welland, they can play dou-
bles, but they can’t put people 
on adjacent courts, apparently.”

“I sent (town CAO) Marnie 
Cluckie the Toronto regula-
tions,” he continues, “and asked 
her to take a look at them. She 
was very responsive, and said 
she would study them, and she 
would table them at the next 
Emergency Control Group 
(ECG) Meeting.”

That ECG meeting was 
held Monday morning. At 
press time the town was await-
ing advice from Niagara’s act-
ing medical officer of health on 

doubles play.
“We’re hopeful with that, 

and obviously we’ll be very 
grateful if in fact there is a 
change in the regulation,” Dow 
adds. “There will be a stampede 
to get on the courts, I can tell 
you.”

The public courts at Rye 
Street, St. Davids Lions Club 
and Garrison Village Parks 
are also open for play. Courts 
in those locations are used on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 
These parks are open from 7 
a.m. to 10 p.m. Users are re-
minded that groups are limited 
to five people, including mem-
bers of different households, 
while maintaining physical 
distance.

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local
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to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Feature your business in our

The full page is 
made up of a 

HALF PAGE AD 
and 

HALF PAGE ARTICLE 
Article word count: 450-500

Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h
Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact

Karen at 905•641•5335   
at karen@notllocal.com
Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 905•934•1040
at julia@notllocal.com
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm

NOTL Tennis Club president Hugh Dow, with club professional Shawna Macfarlane, and parks 
and recreation manager Kevin Turcotte celebrate the opening of two more courts at Memorial 
Park, just in time for the provincial reopening of tennis courts. (Mike Balsom)

Walking for MS
Local Claudia Gilchrist, supported by family and friends, participated in the Annual 
Walk for MS on Sunday. Gilchrist has been walking for MS for 20 years with a group 
called Goldie’s Gang in Welland, but due to COVID-19, the walk was virtual this year 
and people walked individually in their own neighbourhoods. Sunday morning was 
cool but sunny, and she completed 8,000-plus steps on her walk through the Old 
Town. This year she raised slightly more than $3,000 with the help of her supporters, 
and over the years she has raised more than $24,000. The team has raised more than 
$95,000 for research into multiple sclerosis. (David Gilchrist)
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Club president Ted VanderKaay has released information about action on soccer pitch begin-
ning June 21. (Mike Balsom)
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NOTL Soccer Club plots path forward this summer
Barring any hitches 

that might prevent Ontar-
io from moving into Stage 
1 of the new Roadmap to 
Safely Reopen the Province, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake youth 
should be back on local 
pitches on June 21. It will 
be the first soccer action in 
local parks since 2019.

The NOTL Soccer Club 
released details of its up-
coming season last week 
following months of board 
meetings. With ongoing 
uncertainty about govern-
ment-imposed restrictions 
on outdoor play, it wasn’t 
easy to plan for the sum-
mer.

“We spent a lot of time 
trying to find a path for-
ward based on the criteria 
that Ontario Soccer (OSA) 
put forth based on the pro-
vincial system of colour 
zones,” explains club presi-
dent Ted VanderKaay. “Just 
when we had all that in 
place, we had to start from 
scratch with a blank can-
vas. We had to figure out 
all over again how to man-
age this reopening, without 
having true guidance.”

Last week, the club 
published a letter via their 
website and social me-
dia platforms outlining 
the tentative plans for this 
summer. The sport will be 
organized very differently 
from previous seasons.

For one, all players are 
invited to register for house 
league programs only. The 
travel soccer program has 
not been confirmed, as the 
club awaits direction from 
the Niagara Soccer Associ-
ation. Those who are part 
of that program can tran-
sition if the local Niagara 
Soccer League does have a 
season.

As well, the structure of 
the club’s age divisions will 
be based on registration 
numbers. All house league 
players will be placed into 
training groups, rather 

than teams. These groups 
will be capped at nine or 
less so that a safe maximum 
of no more than 10 people 
in one group, including a 
coach, can be maintained.

Every week, each train-
ing group will have the 
same practice plan per 
division, coordinated by 
the league, distributed to 
session leaders (former-
ly coaches), and imple-
mented at the same time. 
The club speculates that 
the training groups may 
change in size and scope as 
regulations allow.

With the province plac-
ing a three-week mini-
mum on each of the steps 
to reopening, that would 
mean by July 5, the club 
may be able to introduce 
games played between 
training groups, pending 
the rules of the day. Unlike 
previous years, though, 
no NOTL teams will be 
playing games in other 
communities through the 
informal interlock leagues 
usually set up for the older 
age groups. 

It has been a long jour-
ney for the club to get to 
this point. Much consulta-
tion with the town’s parks 
and recreation depart-
ment, the OSA and Niag-
ara Region Public Health 
was necessary to effectively 
plan for a safe summer of 
soccer. 

Kevin Turcotte, manag-
er of parks and recreation, 
is adamant that the town 
wants to see  kids back on 
the fields this summer. 

“We’ve worked with 
their board in their return-
to-play guidelines using 
their provincial direction,” 
Turcotte explains. “We’re 
pretty flexible with them as 
far as the fields, and we’ve 
bounced a few ideas off of 
each other. I think they’ve 
landed on a good, solid 
plan to roll out.”

“We just want to see 
kids being active,” Turcotte 
adds. “And we want to see 
our facilities that we take 

great pride in, being used 
again.”

VanderKaay says that 
Turcotte and his staff have 
been very supportive. 

“They recognize that 
it’s (outdoor activity) good 
for kids’ mental health 
and physical well-being,” 
he says, “and they want 
to do everything they can 
to work with the club to 
ensure that we can have 
kids get back on the pitch, 
provided it’s following the 
guidelines established by 
the region and the prov-
ince.”

As for the travel pro-
gram, the change from the 
colour zones to the cur-
rent provincial plan hasn’t 
made anything clearer for a 
return to league play. 

“Under the colour-cod-
ed system,” VanderKaay 
explains, “there were re-
strictions put in place so 
that we couldn’t have more 
than 50 people, includ-
ing players, referees and 
coaches in a bubble that 
could compete. That meant 
that we couldn’t have more 
than two or three teams in 
a division.

“Now that the co-
lour-coded system has 
been thrown out the win-
dow,” he continues, “On-
tario Soccer is probably 
trying to reestablish all 
kinds of new protocols, 
but they are waiting for the 
Minister of Heritage, Sport, 
Tourism and Culture In-
dustries (Lisa McLeod) to 
give us those guidelines to 
see whether we can have 
movement between differ-
ent districts or centres.”

The focus this year is 
clearly on getting the kids 
back on the field, and giv-
ing them an opportunity 
to be active again. The reg-
istration fee for all players 
has been capped at $100, 
and each will receive a 
generic club T-shirt, an 
alternate pinnie and a soc-
cer ball. There will be no 
team photos this year and 
because large groups most 

likely will still be prohib-
ited, the opening festival, 
or tournament, will not be 
held. The Timbits program 
will resume as normal on 
Saturday mornings. 

As in previous years, 
the soccer season will end 
the last week of August.

As for spectators, both 
the club and the town re-
mind parents that they 
should practice physical 
distancing rules as are 
mandated at that time by 
our various levels of gov-
ernment. The club has ten-
tative plans to have field 

marshals available on site 
to provide reminders. 

VanderKaay says that 
since the details pertain-
ing to this summer’s plans 
were posted online, regis-
trations via the NOTL Soc-
cer Club’s website immedi-
ately increased. 

“I encourage anyone to 
register to ensure they have 
a spot in the program,” 
VanderKaay says. “We will 
be somewhat limited, as 
we don’t know the entire 
nature of the program yet. 
It doesn’t matter what lev-
el of soccer that their child 

plays. Register, get them 
into the system, and we’ll 
all deal with anything else 
after the fact.” 

“We cannot stress 
enough that this is our ten-
tative plan,” VanderKaay 
adds. “Our intent is to get 
out (on the pitch) as soon 
as we can, and this sys-
tem provides us flexibility.   
However, this is all subject 
to regulations that are put 
in place by the Province of 
Ontario, and regulated by 
Ontario Soccer.”

To register your child, 
visit notlsoccer.ca.

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

LocalSPORTS

Sunday, May 30th

www.ccchurch.ca

10 a.m. Worship Gathering 
(Online Only)

Speaker: Kevin Bayne 
Message: Mercy, Helps,  

& Administration 
Live stream available 
Sundays at 10:00 am

Please be advised that with the 
current state of COVID-19, your safety 

is of utmost importance to us.
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT 
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics optional. 
Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  

Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.  Call Karen 905-641-5335 
or email: classified@notllocal.com

HAPPENINGS

FOSTER FESTIVAL
June 6 @ 6:30 p.m.

1812 - a new play by Norm Foster
A live streamed premiere reading

fosterfestival.com
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU HOUSE SITTING SERVICESLOST ITEM ITEMS FOR SALE

Across: 
1 Pistols
5  Police heavy brigade
9  Unexpected turn of events
14  Long song for one in an opera
15  Cairo/Pittsburgh river
16  Totaled
17  Of the present month  
 (Abbr.)
18  Traditional knowledge
19  Cosmetics mogul  
 Elizabeth ---
20  Monk’s title
21  Job-discrimination  
 watchdog (Abbr.)
22  Plumping
23  Moonshine maker
25  Liable
27  Journey’s end forecast
28  Swedish aircraft maker
30  Astonish
32  Take for granted
34  Hearth
38  Radiation absorber
39  “I shall not find myself  
 so --- die” (Antony, in  
 “Julius Caesar”)
41  One up on a deuce
42  Catholic
44  Accuse
46  Wide river mouth

47  Flying toy
48  Batter essential
51  Fashion reminiscent of  
 the past
53  “What happens in --- stays  
 in ---”
56  Short stops
58  Decree
60  Web site ID
61  The first Mrs. Trump
62  Singer --- Simone
63  Split
64  Well mannered
65  International trade org.
66  Stripe
67  Breaks
68  Raised
69  E.g. Levin, Gershwin and others

Down:
1 Short attacks
2  Ripley’s slogan finishers
3  Firing
4  Posed
5  Only
6  Cry of exultation
7  Battle group main feature
8  The very end of a golf club
9  Swing in a circus
10  Skin blemish
11  Self-published author

Across:  1 Rods, 5 S W A T, 9 Twist, 14 Aria, 15 Ohio, 16 Ran to, 17 Inst, 18 Lore, 19 
Arden, 20 Dom, 21 E E O C, 22 Opting, 23 Still, 25 Prone, 27 E T A, 28 Saab, 30 Amaze, 
32 Assume, 34 Fireside, 38 Lead, 39 Apt to, 41 Trey, 42 Eclectic, 44 Charge, 46 Delta, 47 
Kite, 48 Egg, 51 Retro, 53 Vegas, 56 Pauses, 58 Rule, 60 U R L, 61 Ivana, 62 Nina, 63 
Flee, 64 Civil, 65 O E C D, 66 Band, 67 Snaps, 68 Bred, 69 Iras. 

Down: 1 Raids, 2 Or not, 3 Dismissal, 4 Sat, 5 Sole, 6 Whoop, 7 Aircraft carrier, 8 Toe, 
9 Trapeze, 10 Wart, 11 Indie, 12 Stent, 13 Tonga, 21 Elam, 22 On a rock, 24 Lauded, 
26 Omit, 29 Beatles, 31 Estate, 32 Ale, 33 Sec, 35 Irregular, 36 Deg, 37 Eye, 40 Pitt, 43 
Cereals, 45 Hive, 48 Epics, 49 Gavin, 50 Guava, 52 Ounce, 54 Arena, 55 Sleds, 57 Snip, 
59 Ladd, 62 Nob, 63 F B I. 

12  Surgically implanted tube
13  A k a the Friendly Islands
21  Gunslinger actor Jack ---
22  Duck ---, medieval child’s  
 game
24  Exalted
26  Leave out
29  Fab Four
31  Personal assets
32  Top-fermented beer
33  Moderately dry
35  Unorthodox
36  Angular meas.
37  Peeper
40  British Prime Minister  
 when the Constitution  
 was signed
43  Food grasses
45  Honey factory
48  Sagas
49  Singer-songwriter ---  
 DeGraw
50  Yellow tropical fruit with  
 pink pulp
52  Token amount
54  Center of an amphitheater
55  Snow vehicles
57  Saucy girl
59  “Shane” star Alan ---
62  Toff
63  G-men

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No Pressure

PUZZLE ANSWERS

LocalCLASSIFIEDS
classified@notllocal.com

To place your classified ad, contact Karen:  
classifieds@notllocal.com

Deadline:
Mondays 
at 3 p.m.

Sell your unwanted 
items or advertise your 

garage sale in our 
CLASSIFIEDS

EARN 
EXTRA 
CA$H

To place an obituary or 
in memoriam in our Classifieds, 

please contact Julia at:
julia@notllocal.com or 

905.934.1040
Deadline is Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

PAINTING SERVICES

HOUSE SITTING 
(Live in your house while 

you are away) 
Location: 

Niagara-on-the-Lake
Oct 15th 2021 to 
April 15th 2022 

all inclusive or 3 1/2 mths 2021 
or 3 1/2 mths 2022. NO PETS. 

Contact John email: 
hammerjd1867@gmail.com

LOST
Ladies silver necklace, 

single strand with  
small ball pendant  

May 13, 2021.
Sentimental value.

Areas of Port Dalhousie 
and Niagara-on-the-Lake

Reward offered.  
Thank you very much.

Contact: 
dlanning12@gmail.com

Walnut 
side table 
15” X 45”

$40.00

Excellent 
condition

905-262-5273

Give your house a fresh new look!
25 years of Experience

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Spray Painting
• Kitchen Cupboards
• Barns

FREE ESTIMATES
Best quality and rates

Call Frank
905.327.8255  |  905.646.1576

GUIDE DOGS BELONG 
EVERYWHERE. IT’S THE LAW
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The Niagara District Airport Commission held its annual general meeting last week, releasing 
information about expected future growth. 

Aircraft on the ramp at the Niagara District Airport. (Photos by Randy Klaassen)
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Niagara District Airport to 
have major role in region’s 
economic recovery

As the COVID-19 pan-
demic begins to subside, the 
Niagara District Airport is po-
sitioning itself to be a major 
part of the region’s economic 
recovery. 

At last week’s annual gener-
al meeting Robin Garrett, chair 
of the Niagara District Airport 
Commission, acknowledged 
the skill and expertise of Daniel 
Pilon, chief executive officer, in 
enduring the pandemic. With a 
small staff doing a lot of work, 
the airport is ready to get back 
into operations as soon as al-
lowed, he said.

Garrett announced the in-
tentions of the St. Catharines 
Flying Club, with its 90-year 
history, to be back in opera-
tions this week. Soon to fol-
low will be Greater Toronto 
Airlines with their passenger 
service connecting to the Billy 
Bishop Toronto City Airport 
on Toronto Island. 

The three municipalities 
that own the airport are Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake, Niagara Falls 
and St. Catharines.

St. Catharines Mayor Wal-
ter Sendzik affirmed the air-
port’s role in economic growth 
for tourism, the wine industry 
and international businesses. 

The airport commission has 
engaged professional planner 
Rino Mostacci to develop a Mas-
ter Plan for future development. 
Mostacci highlighted the region’s 
estimated population growth 
of 37 per cent over the next 30 
years, which will need expanded 
air transportation services. 

Mostacci outlined the air-
port’s proposal to change the 
runway known as 01/19 to a 
taxiway, to allow commercial 
development at the southwest 
corner of the airport. Also 
anticipated will be additional 
hangar facilities at the south-
east end of the airport. A re-
view of the terminal facilities, 
with an eye to expansion, will 
be needed to accommodate fu-
ture passenger service. 

Pilon reported that during 
the pandemic, Great Lakes 
Helicopters, based in Water-
loo, has operated with success. 
In addition to Greater Toron-
to Airlines resuming service, 
there have been a number of 
other regional airline start-ups 
looking for facilities and servic-
ing centres from which to op-
erate. Pilon and staff have been 
working to ensure Niagara Dis-
trict is in a good position to be 
an attractive location. 

Currently Niagara District 
Airport is one of 55 in Canada 
to have services of Nav Cana-

da, which operates the Control 
Tower. While the Canadian 
Border Services Agency sus-
pended services for interna-
tional travellers last May, the 
resumption of those services 
is expected to enhance the 
airport’s viability for travellers, 
those at the AGM were told.

Pilon acknowledged the 
important role Ornge Med-
ical Helicopters has in using 
Niagara District Airport as a 
patient transfer centre. Other 
emergency services include the 
Civil Air Search and Rescue 
Association, which supports 
Canadian Forces, 424 Squad-
ron Search and Rescue.

Greg Wight, treasurer of the 
airport commission, reported 
that given the reductions of 
the past year, the airport’s fi-
nancial situation adapted, and 
is in reasonable shape. While 
COVID-19 has been devastat-
ing for the aviation industry as 
a whole, Niagara District is in 
good standing to take advan-
tage of the public’s pent-up en-
ergy to get moving again, those 
at the AGM heard.

This was the airport com-
mission’s second annual meet-
ing with representatives con-
necting by internet. Garrett 
concluded with anticipation 
of next year’s meeting being in 
person. 

Randy Klaassen
Special to The Local
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