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2:15 gathering honours Indigenous children
Small group pays respect to all children 
buried at residential schools

It was a time for quiet, not speeches, at a Sunday afternoon gathering organized to honour Indigenous children who were 
taken from their families. (Mike Balsom)

A group of just under 
30 people came together in 
Simcoe Park Sunday at 2:15 
p.m. to share two minutes 
and 15 seconds of silence, 
recognizing the 215 Indig-
enous children whose bod-
ies were discovered buried 

at the site of the Kamloops 
Indian Residential School 
in British Columbia. 

Organizer Cosimo 
Chiovitti, a local resident, 
put the word out on the 
Facebook group NOTL 4 
All on Friday. 

“I’m not a parent, and 
cannot imagine the pain 
of losing a child,” Chiovit-

ti told The Local. “In this 
case, the parent lost the 
child twice, once to the 
school and once in death. 
The purpose of this gather-
ing is to shed light on that 
pain.”

Just before 2:15 p.m., 
Chiovitti and a group of 
friends, all wearing orange 
shirts, approached Simcoe 
Park where a small gath-

ering had begun. There 
was very little communi-
cation, other than a signal 
that the specified time was 
approaching. Maintain-
ing physical distance, the 
participants bowed their 
heads in quiet reflection, 
considering the plight of 
the young children and 
the horrors they must have 
faced. 

Fred Ouimette of Ni-
agara Falls was one of the 
participants. 

“I happen to be First 

Nations,” said Ouimette. “I 
think like everybody, we’ve 
all been touched by what 
we’ve learned. Canada has 
a history. We know that 
this existed. But having 
the 215 confirmed dead is 
something that wakes us 
all up and makes us want 
to do better.”

Ouimette wasn’t sur-
prised by the discovery of 
the bodies. He is certain 
that further investigation 
will uncover more se-
crets behind the country’s 

treatment of Indigenous 
children through the res-
idential school system, 
which removed them from 
their families and into the 
church-run institutions.

Growing up in North-
ern Ontario, Ouimette 
recalled attending school 
with classmates who re-
vealed many years later 
that they had spent time 
in residential schools. He 
remembered being told at 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Continued on page 3
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Samantha Fretz, 15 and a student at Laura Secord Secondary 
School, has now her first vaccination dose. (Photos supplied)

Janvi Ganatra, 18, says she’s not sure why there seems to be 
vaccine hesitancy among her age group — her friends have 
all been very positive about getting vaccinated. She has had 
her first shot.

Jack Clarke, 14, made his own decision to have the vaccination 
as soon as he could get an appointment. The Grade 8 student 
at St. Davids has had his first shot.

When Lily Porteus asked her parents Justin and Noemie for a 
vaccination for her 12th birthday, they discovered they would 
have to wait until the day she turned 12 before being able to 
book a shot for her. At midnight on her birthday they made the 
booking, and  she got her vaccination a week later. Her NOTL 
grandparents Louise Waldie and Andrew Porteus, couldn’t be 
more proud of her birthday wish. 

Lena Disero, mother of Lord Mayor Betty Disero, does a happy 
dance with pharmacist Julie Dyck of Stone Road Pharmacy. 
Disero was anxious to get her second vaccination, which Dyck 
was able to provide last week. Public Health is encouraging 
first doses for younger age groups and second doses for the 
older groups, saying there are thousands of appointments 
available, including through pharmacies and primary care phy-
sicians, and lots of vaccines expected to arrive in Niagara in 
the coming weeks.
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Hirji urges vaccinations, especially for younger groups
Young Niagara residents 

aren’t jumping onboard with 
appointments for their first 
vaccination as quickly as Dr. 
Mustafa Hirji, the region’s med-

ical officer of health, would like 
to see.

A little more than 40 per 
cent of those in two age groups, 
12 to 17 and the 18 to 29 age 
group, have been vaccinated or 
made appointments, he says.

When eligibility for those 

age groups first became avail-
able, there was a good uptake 
of those making appointments, 
but that number has plateaued. 

In the meantime, those in 
the older age groups who can 
now book their second ap-
pointments are doing so, and 

while that is good to see, Hir-
ji says he is concerned about 
an apparent hesitancy among 
younger folks, who are now in 
the age groups with the most 
infections. 

He says he doesn’t know 
what is causing the hesitancy 

for their first dose — possibly 
they become impatient with the 
booking system, or because they 
have to wait a couple of weeks 
for their appointment.

The lack of uptake might 
also be due to hesitancy among 
parents of the 12 to 17 age group, 
and with those 18 up to 40, be-
cause of the busy lives of those 
who need to get to work and 
make a living, Hirji suggested.

Public health has tried to 
offer lots of availability, he says, 
including youth and family-ori-
ented clinics, “and we didn’t get 
much uptake on them.”

Hirji continues to stress his 
work about the B1617 variant, 
now referred to, as dictated by 
the World Health Organiza-
tion, as the Delta variant.

He believes it may be re-
sponsible for new cases in On-
tario and Niagara, although 
Ontario labs are not confirming 
numbers for that particular vari-
ant. Reporting is lagging behind 
both due to screening capacity, 
and the lengthy time it takes to 
do the sequencing, explained 
Hirji, so at the moment, the two 
cases known to be in Niagara 
date back to March and April. 
He is afraid there are many more 
than that, and that the Delta 
variant is known to be about 50 
per cent more contagious than 
other variants, causing more 
severe illness that is more likely 
to end in hospital and intensive 
care unit admissions. 

In another few weeks, the 
region will begin looking at data 
to determine where vaccination 
hesitancy is taking place.

He hopes that will shed 
some light on what is motivat-
ing that hesitancy, and how to 
overcome it.

He compared the initiative 
to the private sector which uses 
similar data to sell products to 
people, he says. “We’re going to 
be using that to try to under-
stand how to influence people, 
and to sell them on the impor-
tance of getting vaccinated.”

Hirji had some good news 
about cases in the province and 
in Niagara, with below what 

they rose to between the sec-
ond and third wave.

The province and region 
are seeing fewer new daily cas-
es, reproductive rate has fallen 
below 1, and hospital and in-
tensive care unit admissions are 
falling steadily.

But as the province begins 
to reopen, the Delta variant 
is “the wild card” that could 
throw provincial modelling out 
of whack, he says, fearing the 
variant will not keep the repro-
ductive rate below 1, and cause 
some significant risk, including 
the ability to keep up contact 
tracing.

Hirji’s message this week is 
also to those who are experi-
encing mild symptoms to get 
tested.

The number of tests being 
carried out by public health 
has fallen significantly, he says, 
and that will become more of a 
problem during reopening, es-
pecially if numbers rise due to 
the variant, as he fears.

Contact tracing then be-
comes especially important, 
“and we can’t do that if people 
aren’t being tested.”

Hirji is basing some of his 
concern on what is occurring 
in the U.K., which Ontario has 
often mirrored in the past.

The U.K. came out of a third 
wave safely, but now is dealing 
with an increase due to Delta 
variant cases, for which it has 
a better screening process. It is 
seeing more cases particular-
ly among young people. It is 
looking at the possibility of a 
fourth wave, and although there 
were further steps to reopening 
planned in the U.K. for the com-
ing weeks, they are not likely to 
go forward, says Hirji.

There will be a family vac-
cination clinic at the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake community 
centre June 21.

For more information about 
eligibility and how to book, visit 
https://www.niagararegion.ca/
health/covid-19/vaccination/ 
appointment-booking.aspx or 
call the provincial booking sys-
tem at 1-833-943-3900.

Penny Coles
The Local
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‘Mind-boggling’ that people could be so evil

Veronica Puskas (left), an Inuk originally from Rankin Inlet, spoke to The Local Sunday about her 
horror of the discovery of the buried bodies of 215 Indigenous children at a residential school in B.C. 
Bruce Howard (right) also attended the gathering to remember the children, and spoke of his shock 
and dismay on learning of the graves. (Mike Balsom)

the time that these chil-
dren had gone to live with 
relatives, and had no idea 
that the institutions even 
existed. 

“Being within the Na-
tive community, it was 
something that we felt 
shame around,” he said. 
“Having the opportunity 
to have stuff come out of 
the darkness and into the 
light is necessary to move 
forward for all of us.”

Ouimette feels the Ca-
nadian government and the 
Roman Catholic Church 
share in the responsibility 
for the deaths of the young 
members of the Tk’emlúps 
te Secwépemc First Nation. 

“I think there’s equal 
share to go around,” Oui-
mette says. “Accountabil-
ity is one thing that helps 
move forward. I don’t pro-
claim to know the answer, 
but I do know that in order 
for there to be reconcilia-
tion, whatever that means 
to people, we have to face 
what happened.”

Having a chance to 
share their grief with oth-
ers was important to Oui-
mette and other mourners 
in the park Sunday. 

“I’ve been on a personal 
healing journey this week,” 
Ouimette explains. “There’s 
been a lot of emotions. I’ve 
been having moments that 
are very challenging. Meet-
ing strangers here who are 
experiencing the same 
thing, that’s an important 

thing to do, that collective 
moment of recognition.”

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
resident Bruce Howard ex-
pressed shock and dismay 
at the discovery of the mass 
graveyard in Kamloops. 

“We’re capable of great 
love, and we’re capable of 
great horrors like this,” 
Howard told The Local. 
“It’s just carried on through 
history. Hopefully we’ll 
evolve at some point, but 
it’s too near in our past. We 
keep thinking this is some-
thing many, many years 
away, but this is something 
in our recent history as 
well. That’s the shocking 
part, I think, that it’s in our 
lifetime. We tend to think 
these things don’t happen 
in our backyard.”

The Kamloops Indian 
Residential School oper-
ated from 1890 to 1969. 
At that time, the federal 
government took over its 
administration from the 
Catholic Church, and con-
tinued to run it as a day 
school, until it closed for 
good in 1978.

Tk’emlúps te 
Secwépemc Kukpi7 
(Chief) Rosanne Casimir 
said in a statement to the 
press in May that the 215 
children found were all un-
documented deaths. Since 
the discovery, other First 
Nations have promised to 
use the same ground-pen-
etrating radar applied in 
B.C. to sites in their own 
communities. 

Chief Cadmus Delo-
rme, of the Cowessess First 

Nation in Saskatchewan, 
has said his community 
is planning to explore the 
grounds of the Marieval 
Indian Residential School, 
which operated from 1899 
to 1997.

Veronica Puskas, an 
Inuk originally from 
Rankin Inlet, has lived in 
NOTL for about 10 years. 
She joined in the vigil to 
honour her First Nations 
cousins. While speaking to 
The Local about the horror 
of the discovery, emotion 
brought tears to her eyes.

“The sheer number, and 
the age, as young as three 
years old,” she laments. “It’s 
mind-boggling, especially 
for those who were in au-
thority to have kept it qui-
et. It blows my mind that 
people could be so evil.”

“The history books 
need to be rewritten,” she 
continues. “I want the Pope 
to apologize. And the Ca-
nadian government. I don’t 
want any more lip service. I 
want the people to be edu-
cated on the history of the 
residential schools, and the 
treaties that were made, 
and how they’ve been bro-
ken time after time. We’re 
just fighting for our surviv-
al.”

Chiovitti felt heartened 
by the turnout Sunday, and 
plans to organize another 
gathering in the near fu-
ture to honour and reflect 
on the lives lost. He is hop-
ing to consult with Niagara 
Regional Native Centre be-
fore moving forward with 
those plans.

Continued from page 1
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Mourning deaths of Indigenous children 

Mateo Gruosso and Julia King, members of the Lord Mayor’s 
Youth Advisory Council, and council mentor Amy Casey, were 
on hand for a flag-lowering at the town hall Saturday to remem-
ber the Indigenous children buried on the property of a residen-
tial school. The flag was to be raised Wednesday, with a reading 
from LMYAC member Michaiah Ivri. Across the country, shoes 
have become symbols for the 215 Indigenous children found at 
the former grounds of the Kamloops Indian Residential School 
on Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc First Nation grounds, near Kam-
loops, B.C. (Town photo)Michaiah Ivri

This is a letter to be read 
by Michaiah Ivri at the 
flag-raising for Indigenous 
Children at the town hall 
Wednesday.

I would like to start off 
by acknowledging that the 
land on which we stand is 
the traditional territory of 
the Haudenosaunee and 
Anishinaabe peoples, many 
of whom continue to live 
and work here today. This 
territory is covered by the 

Upper Canada Treaties and 
is within the land protected 
by the Dish With One Spoon 
Wampum agreement. Today 
this gathering place is home 
to many First Nations, Mé-
tis, and Inuit peoples and 
acknowledging this reminds 
us that our great standard of 
living is directly related to 
the resources and friendship 
of Indigenous people. 

Every year, on Sept. 30, 
people across Canada wear 
orange shirts for Orange 
Shirt Day.

A six-year-old girl 
named Phyllis Webstad (she 
is Northern Secwpemc from 
the Stswecem’c Xgat’tem 
First Nation) went shop-
ping with her grandmother 
for a beautiful orange shirt 
to wear on her first day of 
school. She was just like you 
and me on our first day of 
school; excited and nervous 
all at the same time. She 
said, “Just like any other six 
year old, I was happy to be 
going to school — I didn’t 
know exactly what was to 
come.” When she arrived at 
school, they tore her favour-
ite orange shirt from her and 
she never saw it again. We 
wear an orange shirt to hon-

our the children who were 
forced to attend residential 
schools. 

Indigenous children 
were abducted from their 
homes, stripped of their 
culture, and put in abusive 
boarding schools called Res-
idential Schools. This was all 
sanctioned by the govern-
ment and Christian church-
es. The Catholic church ran 
70 per cent of residential 
schools with government 
funding. 

Children’s heads were 
shaved and their names were 
replaced with numbers; but 
that’s not all. The goal of 
these residential schools was 
to take away the children’s 
identity and replace it with a 
Eurocentric one. Think of it 
as replacing the skin you are 
in. How uncomfortable and 
unnatural would that feel? 
Imagine speaking the lan-
guage you have known all of 
your life, and getting beaten 
for speaking it. You are told 
instead to speak a foreign 
language. This (among oth-
er things) was what these 
children had to endure. The 
landmark Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commission called 
this “cultural genocide.” 

There are effects that are 
still being felt today. There 
are parts of Indigenous peo-
ple’s culture and traditions 
that are lost. There are chil-
dren who never came home, 
and there is land that has 
never been returned. Resi-
dential schools and all of the 
assimilation that was forced 
upon Indigenous people is a 
shameful section of Canadi-
an history. But we mustn’t 
ignore it because it hurts. 
We must move forward with 
this knowledge, and right 
the wrongs of the past, so 
that we do not repeat them 
in the future. 

We mourn the death of 
all the Indigenous boys and 
girls who have been omitted 
from our story until now. We 
are here for the survivors of 
residential schools and the 
families who never got to see 
their children again. 

We need to make sure 
that we never forget. 

The tragic discovery of 
the 215 Indigenous children 
found buried on Kamloops 
Indian Residential School 
grounds should spark con-
versations to inspire real 
change, and to help our Ca-
nadian family heal together. 

I say these things in the 
name of the Canada we want 
to build. One that is a mosaic 
of unique people from differ-
ent backgrounds. One that 
learns from her mistakes, 

and a Canada that lifts each 
other up.

Michaiah Ivri
on behalf of the  

Lord Mayor’s Youth  
Advisory Council
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Jennifer Colicchia, and Jason, Dani 
and Ben Van Beghel-Wood enjoy 
Ruffino’s Pasta Bar and Grill Car 
Hop in the restaurant’s Mary Street 
parking lot. They were ceebrating 
Dani’s birthday. You don’t need a 
picnic table in a truck to order out-
door dining, just a vehicle with a win-
dow, where ’50s-style drive-in dining 
will be offered. Serving them was 
Rachel Dickinson.(Penny Coles)

Drive-in dining
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Chamber distributing rapid tests to local businesses
There are 5,000 rapid tests 

packed in boxes at the Niagara- 
on-the-Lake Chamber of Com-
merce office, waiting to be picked 
up by local business owners in 
the coming days and weeks.

They will be able to use 
them to test themselves 
and their employees for 
COVID-19, receiving results in 
15 minutes or less.

The goal of the program 
is to identify asymptomat-
ic or pre-symptomatic cases 
of COVID-19 in the work-
place that might otherwise be 
missed, helping to curb the 

spread in the workplace, at 
home and around the commu-
nity, says NOTL Chamber of 
Commerce president Eduardo 
Lafforgue.

Almost 2,000 tests have 
been ordered and are ready 
for pickup, he says, with most 
businesses ordering one or two 
boxes of 25 tests in each box.

More than 230 businesses 
have already signed up for the 
program, with more expected 
in the coming weeks.

With a negative result, em-
ployers and employees will 
know they can carry on their 
business without the risk of in-
fecting others, and that they are 
safe to go home to their families.

A positive result must be 
reported for a follow-up by 
public health, to confirm the 
finding and carry out the nec-
essary contact tracing.

Jordon Williams, founder 
of Lahava Magazine, with a 
staff of four, was one of the first 
to pick up a box of rapid tests 
at the chamber office Tuesday. 
He has been given a rapid test 
before when visiting a relative 
in a long-term care home, he 
says, and he was impressed by 
how quick and easy it was, and 
the level of comfort it provides.

He will use the tests to help 
keep his employees and the 
community at large stay safe, 
he explains.

“The kits make good busi-
ness sense,” says Williams. “I 
see them as an opportunity to 
be a good corporate citizen, 
and also to provide peace of 
mind for everyone involved.”

He could be asymptom-
atic and unknowingly have 
COVID, and this test would 
prevent him from spreading it 
to others.

“We have so much eco-
nomic fragility right now. It’s 
on all of us as NOTL busi-
nesses to ensure that everyone 
is safe and healthy,  so that we 
can have a faster recovery. My 
employees are very receptive to 
the idea. It’s an easy way to keep 
everyone safe,” he says. “It’s so 

accessible, it’s a no-brainer.
“To me, it really feels like 

doing a good thing for all of us, 
the people we work with, our 
families, and our community.”

Monique Landry of the Old 
Winery Restaurant was also 
at the chamber office Tuesday 
picking up testing kits. “I have 
some employees, younger ones, 
who are reluctant to get vac-
cinated,” she says. “I’m double 
vaccinated now, and a lot of 
my management staff have had 
their first vaccination. I don’t 
want to lose any staff by telling 
them they have to be vaccinated. 
So I want to use the kits in a way 
that will keep everyone safe.” 

The program was orga-

nized and tests supplied free 
of charge thanks to the federal 
and provincial governments, 
the Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce and the Ontario 
Chamber through its Cham-
bers Network, says Lafforgue, 
and is expected to continue for 
about two months.

When the idea was first 
hatched to provide these tests 
to small and medium-sized 
businesses, the local chamber 
was one of 28 involved to help 
work through the process. 
More have come on board, and 
others will join the effort in the 
coming weeks.

Changes have been made 
since the beginning of the dis-
cussions, says Lafforgue, who 
has been working to iron out 
any issues that have arisen, and 
more changes could be made 
in the future, but the NOTL 
Chamber began handing out 
boxes of tests Tuesday based on 
the current regulations.

Each business participating 
must appoint one person to 
pick up the tests. That person 
will be shown a video explain-
ing how to administer it, says 
Lafforgue, and will also be re-
sponsible for reporting matters.

The tests are being provid-
ed through the  StaySafe rapid 
antigen workplace screening 
portal.

More than 760,000 rap-
id test kits have already been 
shipped to the 28 chambers 
that were the first to participate.

The StaySafe COVID-19 
program has a portal for learn-
ing about and ordering the 
tests, through chambers of 
commerce, but businesses do 
not have to be chamber mem-
bers to participate.

The NOTL chamber has 
put aside two days, Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, for 15-minute 
appointments to pick up the 
tests and view the instruction 
video, says Lafforgue.

Once the tests are ordered 
through the StaySafe portal, 
there is a schedule showing 
openings for appointments 
that can be booked online.

With files from Mike  
Balsom.

Penny Coles
The Local

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE
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Painting in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
for more than 40 years.
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Business owner Jordon Williams, with NOTL Chamber presi-
dent Eduardo Lafforgue, town CAO Marnie Cluckie and Lord May-
or Betty Disero, were at the chamber office Tuesday, when rap-
id testing kits were being picked up to be used by local businesses.  

Monique Landry of the Old Winery Restaurant watches a video of  
rapid testing with Nicole Cripps of the NOTL Chamber of Commerce, 
before picking up kits for restaurant employees. (Photos by Mike 
Balsom)
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Greg Sykes is ranked in 
the top three realtors out of 
nearly 1,700 agents in the 
Niagara Real Estate Board, 
and has been selling and 
investing in real estate for 
nearly 15 years in Niagara.

Once a professional mu-
sician and contemporary 
Christian music songwrit-
er, Greg is now a full-time 
realtor who leads a team of 
six agents, called The Sykes 
Team, at Re/Max Niagara.  

They are a powerhouse 
bunch, who have already 
sold more than 100 homes 
in Niagara in 2021 alone.

But the most exciting part 
of this story is that Greg and 
his family now reside in 
Old Town, Niagara-on-the 
Lake. Just a couple of blocks 
from the water, Greg‘s new 
home caught his attention 
last January, while he was 
looking at the morning’s 
latest listings, just moments 

after the house was listed 
for sale. He raced to the 
home in his pyjamas and 
made an offer from the 
kitchen, he says.

Greg’s brother, Jeff Sykes, 
and his family also live 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
and Jeff owns and leads 
one of Niagara’s premier 
landscape design and con-
struction companies, Sykes 
Landscaping. 

Greg and his forever love 
are now completely reno-
vating their new home near 
Gage and Butler Streets, and 
design plans are underway 
for a major overhaul of the 

paced, but in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, there is 
just the most beautiful tone 
of serenity and apprecia-
tion for life. Getting out 
for walks, chatting with the 
neighbours and enjoying 
the most beautiful town in 
Canada is a privilege that I 
will never take for granted, 
and I’m grateful to be able 
to call Niagara-on the-Lake 
home.”

Sykes says he’s excited 
to announce that plans are 
also in the works for a real 
estate office in town, with 
those details to be rolled out 
in the coming months. 

already beautiful treed back-
yard, which will of course be 
handled by none other than 
Sykes Landscaping.

Greg and Jeff were born 
and raised in Windsor, 
Ont., and moved to Niag-
ara almost 20 years ago to 
set up shop for themselves 
in the beautiful Niagara Re-
gion.

He was living in Virgil 
when his two children were 
born, and they spent their 
early years in Virgil. After 
a time living in St. Catha-
rines, he’s happy to be back 
in town.

“Life can be so fast-

He’s also still having fun 
with his music, and has 
even found a way to use his 
creativity and love of music 
in his real estate business, 
writing songs to accom-
pany his listings on social 
media to help his clients 
market their properties to a 
broader audience. 

Life seems to have come 
full circle, says Sykes, who 
is overwhelmed at his good 
fortune, able to live and 
work at a job he loves, close 
to his brother and family, in 
a town anyone would feel 
proud to call home. “It feels 
so good to be back.”Greg Sykes

Another Sykes Moves To NOTL!
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‘Normal’ is simply no longer good enough

So much news this week, 
and unfortunately more heart-
break for many who are already 
burned out by bad news, fight-
ing to stay positive in a challeng-
ing environment.

First off, the declining num-
ber of daily cases in Ontario and 
Niagara, and all the accompa-
nying statistics — especially the 
decreasing number of admis-
sions to hospitals and intensive 
care units — as a result of that, 
are a relief. But then, we’re re-
minded of the Delta variant, 
and what could come of it.

There is a sense we’re being 
too lax.

Photos show people out-
doors, having fun, enjoying the 
fresh air, getting exercise.

Some of the medical ex-
perts are looking at photos of 
those activities in the GTA, 
much more crowded than in 
NOTL, and saying in outdoor 
situations, the risks are low. 
The weather is great, we’re get-
ting outdoors where it’s safer, as 

was so far not forthcoming, but 
hopefully may have changed by 
now — there are also calls for 
the government to move for-
ward on action called for by the 
Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission, including providing 
funding for investigation into 
the deaths and disappearances 
of children at other residential 
schools, and further, that the 
government should ensure all 
Indigenous children should 
have access to health care and all 
support and services our coun-
try offers to others.

These are calls for action 
that cannot be ignored.

While we mourn the deaths 
of young Indigenous children, 

long as households stay within 
pods and keep their distance or 
wear a mask. But we’re at a stage 
where we’re inclined to believe 
if it looks like people are having 
fun, there is something they’re 
doing wrong, and that’s wrong.

Although the numbers of 
visitors has increased with the 
warm weather, the parks don’t 
look terribly crowded. The town’s 
new parks bylaw is doing its job, 
with visitors enjoying their bar-
becues and tents at Niagara Parks 
property along the Niagara River 
Parkway, where they can spread 
out. It’s good to know they are 
able to find a comfortable spot 
to enjoy their outings, without 
being shooed away.

We’re told about an in-
creased concern over the Delta 
variant, which we have to watch 
closely. But with more and more 
people being vaccinated, many 
with their second dose, we look 
forward to a gradual reopening 
we will hopefully be able to nav-
igate safely.

taken from their parents by the 
Catholic Church, with permis-
sion from the leaders of the day, 
we are faced with another dis-
play of intolerance and bigotry 
that isn’t part of our past, but 
our present.

It brings another call to ac-
tion for every Canadian, every 
single one of us, to not only rec-
ognize and denounce the killing 
of a Muslim family in London, 
Ont., as a hate crime, and an act 
of terrorism, but for each of us 
to actively show our support for 
all communities of all people 
across this country.

Hate is not acceptable, ever, 
anywhere. The call to action is 
reverberating across the prov-

And we’re told there are lots 
of vaccines coming to Canada, to 
Ontario and hopefully in fair mea-
sures to Niagara to continue to 
increase the percentage of people 
vaccinated with first and second 
doses at a good pace throughout 
the coming reopening.

That’s the good news that 
helps us see a gradual return to 
normalcy. 

And yet, as we look around 
us, it’s hard to understand what 
normal means anymore in this 
country. Our grasp of what 
we thought it meant is being 
snatched from us.

We’re being forced to face 
the fact that our good life, our 
great country, is showing dis-
turbing sides that are unaccept-
able. Bigotry, racism, hate. Un-
acceptable.

And inaction, completely 
totally unacceptable.

In addition to calls for the 
Catholic Church to apologize 
— a move that seems so obvious 
and simple, yet early this week 

ince and the country, and can-
not be ignored.

All of us, in our hearts and 
our personal actions, and in our 
communities, along with our 
leaders at all levels of government 
in their ability to initiate action 
on a larger scale, are responsible 
for taking steps to put a full stop 
to any signs of hate or violence 
toward anyone, for any reason.

It’s a huge task, but there has 
to be a start, a movement, and 
now is the time to acknowledge 
the need for change and act on it.

The normal we are imagin-
ing is simply not good enough. 

Penny Coles
The Local
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip

Editor: 
Penny Coles 
penny@notllocal.com  
905-246-5878

Publisher:   
The Niagara-on-the-Lake Local

Graphic Designer: 
Rosie Gowsell 
composing@notllocal.com

Advertising Sales:  
Karen Skeoch 
karen@notllocal.com • 905-641-5335

Julia Coles 
julia@notllocal.com • 905-934-1040

Helen Arsenault 
Local Business Directory, 
Local Happenings, Classified Sales 
classified@notllocal.com

notllocal.com   facebook.com/notllocal   instagram.com/thenotllocal   @thenotllocal

P.O. Box 430, 1596 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil, L0S 1T0

Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

Relative Values (Prime, 
2000) is an adaptation of 
Noel Coward’s play of the 
same name. The film stars 
Julie Andrews, Colin Firth, 

William Baldwin and Ste-
phen Fry. It is a trite, pre-
dictable tale focusing on love 
and class distinction. Good 
acting saves what is totally 
inconsequential, but remains 
amusing.

Donald Combe is a retired 

English teacher who loves 
to go to movies. Until he re-
sumes going to theatres, he 
has graciously agreed to share 
his opinions, through “short 
and sweet” exclusives, of 
Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch

The full week of Auchterlonie 
on Astrology can be found on the 
Facebook page for The NOTL 
Local, and on the website www. 
auchterlonieonastrology.ca.

Now, the week ahead: 
On June 11, 1993, a new 

record was set as Jurassic Park 
opened, eventually earning 
$502 million.

Saturday, June 12: The 
Moon and Venus, both in Can-
cer, make for a lovely, warm 

and supportive time where 
an opportunity to heal an old 
wound is not easy, but is defi-
nitely worth it.

Tuesday, June 15: It’s the 
Ides, not of March, but of June. 
Ides means the 15th, and today 
it’s not backstabbing, as with 
Julius Caesar. Rather it’s likely a 
bit of a wake-up call regarding 
a health or work matter. It was 
June 15, 1215 – 906 years ago — 
that England passed the Magna 
Carta, the first ever document 
outlining human rights in the 
history of the world.

Wednesday, June 16: With 
the Moon in Virgo, this may 
prove to be a day of worry. But  
don’t worry, a sweet surprise 
awaits later on. Phil Michelson 
turns 50 today. He stunned the 
world of golf by  winning the 
PGA tournament 2 weeks ago, 
becoming the oldest golfer in 
history to win a major.

And that’s AonA for this 
week. Next week, Jupiter goes 
Retrograde. Mercury  goes Di-
rect. And the Summer Solstice 
– aka the start of Summer 2021.

So, shine on!

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology

Town update shows  
weekend visitors

Town staff provided an 
update on traffic to Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, from Friday 
through Sunday, June 4 to 6):

Number of devices enter-
ing NOTL boundaries (exclud-
ing the QEW):

There were 28,840 unique 
Bell Devices; translates to 
approximately 87,000 total 

unique devices. (Down 35,000 
from last weekend)
• 55% Niagara (Up 13% from 

last weekend)
• 27% GTA (Down 14% from 

last weekend)
• 6% Hamilton (Down 1% 

from last weekend)
Number of devices enter-

ing Old Town:

11,710 unique Bell Devic-
es, translates to approximately  
35,000 total unique devices. 
(Down 14,000 from last weekend)
• 61% Niagara (Up 15% 

from last weekend)
• 20% GTA (Down 20% 

from last weekend)
• 6% Hamilton (Up 2% from 

last weekend)

Simcoe and Queen’s 
Royal Parks ap-
peared to be busy, 
but the stay-at-home 
order has been lift-
ed, and they were 
not as crowded as 
last year, without 
the many barbecues 
and tents.

Although there haven’t been recent complaints about barbecues in town parks, visitors were 
able to sneak one in between the St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Cemetery and Simcoe Park. 
(Photos by David Gilchrist)
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ATTENTION NOTL HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, 
UNIVERSITY GRADUATES AND FAMILIES!!

We would love to help celebrate your 2021 
graduation in The Local  in our June 30th issue. 

Deadline will be Monday, June 21 at noon.

This is once again a challenging year for celebrations,  
and we would like to make it a little bit better by sharing 

your accomplishments at no charge — this is our gift to you.

If you would like to see your photo in the paper, please 
email it along with your name and school name to:

karen@notllocal.com

We are being encouraged 
to book our second vaccine 
jabs, and all vaccines, ac-
cording to government offi-
cials, are readily available to 
all those over 70 years old, 
amongst others.

As “a good citizen,” I spent 
several hours on the comput-
er and then, since booking 
was refused online (big red 

The marriage of annuals 
and perennials makes for a 
gorgeous show all through the 
season. The effort involved in 
selection, placement and care is 
well worth it!

The quality of soil is critical. 
Amending with fresh triple mix 
each year ensures a great start to 
the long-awaited warmer sea-
sons, and working in a slow-re-
lease fertilizer is a huge bonus to 
all the plants.

The perennial base you 
choose frames the space for an-
nual fillers. It is best to consid-
er hardy, reliable perennials to 
lower overall maintenance.

Below are some great an-
nual/perennial combinations 
you’re going to love trying:
1. Sedum comes in many va-

rieties - a spectacular low 
sedum “takes immense 
Atlantis” works really well 
with the Pink Diamond 

letters, “appointment cannot 
be booked, contact support), 
hours waiting on the telephone 
to book the second accelerated 
dose. I have the first  appoint-
ment set originally at my first 
injection site March 22, and 
second appointment July 12.

I was then stunned by the 
support worker stating my 
first site was not on her sys-

petunia. Of course, Frost-
ed Fire and Night Embers 
sedum, the showy upright 
varieties, perform beauti-
fully from spring to fall with 
a chartreuse annual like Ni-
cotiana alata Lime Green.

2. Russian Sage (especially the 
shorter varieties that stand 
firmly upright) and Sweet 
Romance Lavender (with 
the deeper shades of pur-
ple) both thrive on neglect. 
Great annual companions 
would be Rio portulaca for 
hot spots.

3. Rudbeckia is juglone-toler-
ant and the Irish Eyes cul-
tivar is a beautiful colour 
choice. What fun to com-
bine this with Salsa Purple 
salvia.

4. Echinacea look gorgeous in 
the garden and work well 
in containers. Try Yellow 
My Darling with Sunsatia 
Blood Orangenemesia to 
provide dramatic accent.

5. Veronica is a long spike 
flowering perennial that 
brings movement into the 
garden. It is said that Ve-
ronica is host to lady bugs. 
White Wands is a romantic, 
wispy white that honey bees 
love. Make magic with these 

Ontario’s COVID response  
‘unmitigated disaster’

tem, and I would have to go 
elsewhere.

I explained I had the con-
firmation of the second dose, 
on paper, in my hand, but the 
worker was adamant this site 
did not exist.

What an unmitigated disas-
ter is Ontario’s Covid response.

Peter Thomas (Dr.)

ecologically supportive 
plants by combining them 
with Love-in-a-Mist nigella.
A few shade-loving peren-

nials for the framework:
1. Hosta, with an almost end-

less variety of sizes and tex-
ture of leaves, causes no fuss, 
as long as you proactively 
sprinkle the garden with 
bug and slug treatment. A 
spectacular hosta to check 
out is Empires Wu, growing 
three to four inches tall and 
five to six inches wide. The 
annual companion to en-
hance Wedgewood hosta is 
a John Smith begonia.

2. Heuchera Lime Ricky and 
Coleus Colorblaze Golden 
Dreams are solid choices.

3. Brunnera has a great leaf 
structure and in combina-
tion with Hakonechloa ma-
cra Aureola. Again begonia 
provides an eye popping 
colour and textural contrast.
With many more wonder-

ful perennial combinations to 
consider, there’s no stopping us 
now!

This is the third in a 10-
week gardening column se-
ries, organized by the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake Communities in 
Bloom Committee.

LocalLETTERSThrillers, spillers and fillers: 
Marrying annuals and perennials

Janet Ennamorato
Member of the NOTL 
Horticultural Society

Regional medical campus brings doctors to Niagara
Since The Niagara Regional 

Campus (NRC) of the Michael 
G. DeGroote School of Medi-
cine was established in 2008, it 
has improved medical care in 
Niagara by involving physician 
trainees in many clinical sites 
across the region, as well as at-
tracting doctors to work in the 
region upon graduation.

The Michael G. DeGroote 
School of Medicine is a campus of 
McMaster University, providing 
training for 84 medical students 
and 26 post-graduate trainees, as 
well as many other medical learn-
ers who come for blocks of train-
ing in the Niagara Region. 

The campus is home to 
more than 400 faculty members 
in a variety of medical special-
ties, of whom 200 are family 
physicians, as well as an admin-
istrative team. The campus is 
housed at Brock University, 

with classrooms and teaching 
space, as well as an anatomy lab.

Community and engage-
ment from the NRC faculty and 
students have been strengths 
and cornerstones of the culture 
in the NRC. Teaching, clinical 
learning and scholarly research 
activity take place in collabo-
ration with family physician 
clinics throughout the region, 
all hospital sites of Niagara 
Health, Brock University’s Fac-
ulty of Applied Health Scienc-
es, the Regional Municipality 
of Niagara (Public Health and 
Community Services) and oth-
er healthcare and social service 
agencies throughout Niagara.

Last month, the NRC pro-
duced an interim Strategic 
Plan update, which reiterated 
the commitment to maintain 
a sense of community and en-
gagement through intrinsic 
enthusiasm to teach and learn. 
The interim report outlines the 
four key NRC goals: scholarly 

activity excellence and impact; 
innovation, economic devel-
opment and community en-
gagement; access and equity; 
and innovation in teaching and 
learning excellence.

The NRC has seen recent 
growth in the development of 
a program of scholarly activity. 
These increased opportunities 
have allowed NRC students and 
faculty to achieve many nation-
al and international peer-re-
viewed, student-authored 
publications and presentations. 
Moving forward, the cam-
pus has increased its supports 
and leadership for communi-
ty-based research, and secured 
funding for a professorship in 
family medicine, with plans 
to increase collaboration with 
community organizations and 
other programs of research. 

Ongoing engagement op-
portunities have been estab-
lished to serve marginalized 
populations for medical stu-

dents, postgraduate medical 
trainees and NRC faculty. Clin-
ical work and scholarly activity 
are ongoing, with the Regional 
Essential Access to Connect-
ed Healthcare (REACH), the 
Niagara Homeless Emergen-
cy Liaison and Peer Support 
(HELPS) and the Agricultural 
Worker clinics.  NRC plans to 
continue to track participation 
in these activities and engage 
with stakeholders to ensure 
meaningful contributions to the 
work of the programs.  Access 
and equity also are priorities for 
the NRC, with particular focus 
on engagement and connec-
tion to the underserved South 
Niagara community.  Meet-
ings with community leaders 
have fostered an environment 
to support medical education. 
Through intentional outreach 
and advocacy, there has been 
a consistent increase in faculty 
recruitment and learner place-
ments in South Niagara. 

Innovation in teaching, and 
learning excellence, are upheld 
by the Niagara Regional Cam-
pus. The move to increased 
virtual offerings throughout 
the pandemic has allowed NRC 
faculty to increase their involve-
ment in, and consumption of, 
faculty development. Simu-
lation is also used more fre-
quently as a training technique, 
whereby individuals and teams 
are exposed  to  realistic clinical 
challenges through a variety of 
tools, including mannequins, 
virtual reality and standardized 
patients, to practise skills, com-
munication and problem-solv-
ing in a low-risk setting. NRC 
has established and supported 
a positive teaching and learn-
ing environment for faculty and 
learners, and will continue to 
work toward these goals. 

The Niagara Regional Cam-
pus has a focused vision and di-
rection for growth and engage-
ment with our community.  The 

presence of a medical school in 
Niagara has benefitted our com-
munity through attracting and 
retaining high-calibre family 
physicians and specialists, train-
ing new physicians who choose 
to stay in Niagara for practice, 
and increasing research activity 
that directly improves patient 
care.  Moving forward, the Niag-
ara Regional Campus is eager to 
continue to improve the health of 
our citizens through high-quali-
ty healthcare education. 

Dr. Larry W. Chambers is 
the research director, of the Ni-
agara Regional Campus of the 
Michael G. DeGroote School of 
Medicine, and professor emer-
itus, Department of Health Re-
search, Evidence and Impact, 
McMaster University.

Dr. Amanda Bell is a fam-
ily physician, and the assistant 
dean of the Niagara Regional 
Campus, Michael G. DeGroote, 
School of Medicine, McMaster 
University.

Dr. Larry Chambers
Dr. Amanda Bell

Special to The Local

There have been no injuries on the rocks at Balls Beach that the town is aware of, 
but the area has been blocked off with safety fencing and caution tape, and a security 
guard hired. Fencing was erected to keep people off the area while the town works 
towards a long-term solution, after town staff observed people attempting to access 
the area. (David Gilchrist)

Stay off the rocks, town asks
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Jen Elliott has a she-cave in one bay of a three-car garage, with a car, tools and a workshop taking up the rest of the space. 
She says she can’t imagine anyone thinking they are living in the garage, and wants to know why she is being denied a B&B 
licence. (Photos supplied)
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Couple looking for answers over denial of B&B licence
Owners of a Dorches-

ter Street bed and breakfast 
are into the second season 
of struggling to understand 
why they have been denied 
their licence to operate.

They are seeking an-
swers, a monetary settle-
ment through the court 
system, and have recently 
asked the Niagara Regional 
Police to investigate if crim-
inal charges should be laid 
against the town.

Jennifer Elliott and Col-
in Telfer operate the ESkoot 
business on Niagara Stone 
Road, and have two rooms 
they rent out in their ESkoot 
Bed and Breakfast.

They had four successful 
seasons with their B&B, but 
ran into trouble when their 
home required new inspec-
tions by a bylaw officer and 
fire inspector for a 2020 li-
cence renewal.

In her affidavit to the On-
tario Superior Court of Jus-
tice Elliott says after working 
for the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Chamber of Commerce for 
almost 20 years, assisting 
in the growth of the com-
munity’s bed and breakfast 
industry and often helping 
owners with various issues 
and challenges, she felt she 
was knowledgable about the 
licensing process.

It unfolded as expected, 
Elliott says, with a bylaw of-
ficer coming by and inspect-
ing the rooms for rent, the 
facilities in their home, and a 
visual inspection of the out-
side of the home and garage, 
which was new. She was giv-
en a verbal confirmation that 
the inspection had been suc-
cessfully completed and no 
changes were required.

The fire inspector asked 
them to relocate their smoke 
alarms, and recharge or pur-
chase new extinguishers, 
which they did.

They paid their fees, con-
firmed their insurance, and 
waited for their licence to 
arrive.

It didn’t.
Instead, they were noti-

fied by a bylaw officer that a 
neighbour had complained 
that they were using their 
garage as living space. They 
were told the garage needed 
to be inspected. 

The garage is not heated, 
there is no air condition-
ing or insulation, and in the 
summer it’s often more than 
100 degrees F in there, says 
Elliott.

“Everyone knows we 
don’t live in our garage,” she 
added.

She says they knew “be-
yond a shadow of a doubt” 
that no neighbour truly be-
lieved they were using the 
garage as a dwelling, and felt 
if there was a complaint, it 
had to be malicious. That the 
town was aiding that harass-
ment didn’t sit right, she says, 
so after thinking about it, “we 

said no on principle, and were 
immediately told I could be 
charged with obstruction, 
which is a criminal charge. 
I think that was the point of 
no-return in my mind. I was 
insulted, hurt, angry, baffled 
— you name it.”  

The three-bay garage, 
built with all the permits re-
quired from the town, has a 
car in one bay, and a second 
bay looks like any other ga-
rage with tools and work 
bench.

The third bay is Elliott’s 
“she-shed,” with a fridge, an 
old, free sofa they picked up 
that has the stuffing coming 
out of it, and a second-hand 
pool table she thought the 
grandkids might use when 
they visit, although that 
hasn’t happened because of 
the pandemic.

But Telfer, a retired detec-
tive with Peel Regional Police, 
was disturbed that they were 
being asked to allow the by-
law officer entrance to their 
garage, their property, with-
out a legal reason to do so.

What followed, they said, 
was an eight-month series of 
emails and letters, including 
them hiring a lawyer who 
wrote to the town on their 
behalf requesting their B&B 
licence be issued. Telfer and 
Elliott continued to believe 
the town was being used by a 
disgruntled neighbour. They 
told the bylaw officer that 
to inspect their garage, he 
would have to conduct an in-
vestigation and get a warrant.

Last summer, in an ef-
fort to resolve the issue, El-
liott wrote a letter to the lord 
mayor and town councillors 
asking them to intervene, but 
nothing further happened, 
and no licence was granted.

Lord Mayor Betty Dis-
ero, whose property backs 
on to Elliott and Telfer’s lot, 
says she knew the garage was 
being built, and that, after 
receiving Elliott’s letter, be-
lieved there to be a problem 
between them and a neigh-
bour.

She told The Local she 
and council members are 
told by the planning depart-
ment not to intervene for 
people with legal disputes. If 
they do, in an effort to help, 
it could end up being a prob-
lem for the town should the 
issue go to court, Disero says.

In January, anticipating 
opening their B&B this sea-
son, Telfer and Elliott hired a 
lawyer to work out a solution 
with the town. No further 
action had been taken, with 
no sign of an investigation or 
charges. Their lawyer stated 
the only “lawful course of 
action” was for the town to 
issue a B&B licence.

The response, in a letter 
from the town’s lawyer to 
theirs in February, was a sur-
prise.

Over the entire course 
of the eight months of cor-
respondence with the town, 
through phone calls and 
emails, Elliott says they 

thought they were dealing 
with a complaint from a 
neighbour, which is what 
they were originally told by 
the bylaw officer.

Instead, the town’s lawyer 
said that rather than an inves-
tigation that emanated from 
an anonymous complaint, the 
town was exercising its au-
thority to inspect their home 
prior to issuing a B&B licence 
— an inspection that had al-
ready been carried out, they 
believed successfully.

“Our jaws dropped,” says 
Elliott. “All along we’ve been 
thinking it was a neighbour. 
There never was a neighbour, 
or a complaint. Now all of a 
sudden it’s just part of the 
original B&B inspection.”

Elliott and Telfer believe 
this was an attempt to “re-
write history,” and they want 
to know why, if there was no 
complaint, an investigation 
under the short-term bylaw 
was required after they had 
already had their inspection. 

They are now seeking redress 
through the court system.

They will have lost out 
on about $20,000 in revenue, 
and about $17,000 in legal 
fees. 

Their lawyer has now also 
sent a letter to the Niagara 
Regional Police chief, saying 
they believe they were tar-
geted and misled, and asking 
police to investigate whether 
there was a crime committed 
against them — a letter Telfer 
made public for a short time 
on Facebook.

They say they have been 
denied enjoyment of their 
property and suffered a loss of 
income and a sense of security.

When town staff was 
asked about the ongoing le-
gal issue, and how it reached 
this point, the response was 
that “staff is aware of the 
letter from Duxbury Law to 
the chief of police, seeking 
an investigation regarding 
a short-term rental licence 
at 468 Dorchester, that was 

posted on Facebook. Staff is 
reviewing the situation in its 
entirety and has no further 
comment to provide at this 
time.”

Elliott, whose family in 
NOTL goes back three gen-
erations, says she doesn’t see 
herself as a fighter, but feels 
betrayed by her town.

Looking back, she says if a 
request to see the garage had 
been made during the orig-
inal inspection, “although I 
would have known it to not 
be part of the B&B inspec-
tion,  I would have shown it 
to her for sure. I was proud of 
it, and got a lot of joy from it.”

In 20 years at the Cham-
ber involved with B&Bs, she 
added, “I never have heard of 
such a thing. When we had 
our first inspection, nobody 
wanted to look at our garage, 
and it was attached,” she says.

“Part of me wishes this 
had never happened, but an-
other part of me is glad that 
we have uncovered some 

strange goings-on.”
Telfer is acting on behalf 

of what he believes to be his 
fundamental property rights, 
and he’s not going to let it go.

“Canadian law is very 
specific that if you want to al-
lege a structure is a residence, 
then you are legally bound 
to treat it as such and get a 
provincial offences search 
warrant,” he says. To get a 
warrant, he adds, “the Justice 
of the Peace has to be satis-
fied that the person applying 
for the warrant has reason-
able and probable grounds 
to believe an offence has 
been committed. An anony-
mous complaint won’t cut it.”

Because of the “obvious 
lies being told,” he continued, 
“I felt it was prudent and re-
sponsible on our part to make 
sure the legalities were ad-
hered to, and as it turns out, it 
was the right thing to do.”

None of the allegations of 
Elliott and Telfer have been 
proved in court.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Christopher Bowron*** ............. 905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** ............................... 905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ................. 905-651-2977
Victoria Bolduc* ........................ 905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* .......................... 905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ......................... 905-468-1256

Nicole Vanderperk* ................... 905-941-4585
Viviane Elltoft* ........................... 905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ......................... 905-380-8012
Jane Elltoft* ............................... 905-988-8776
Cheryl Carmichael* ................... 905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* .......................... 905-685-2458

Christine Bruce* ........................ 905-328-9703
Linda Williams* ......................... 905-401-4240
Caroline Polgrabia* ................... 905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ..................... 905-933-4983
Weston Miller* .......................... 289- 213-8681
Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez*... 905-328-2145
***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

85 THE PROMENADE
$1,798,000

MLS 40124952 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

133 REGENT STREET
$1,395,000

MLS 40125349 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

19 DIXIE AVENUE 
$1,275,000

MLS 40116263 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

540 SIMCOE STREET
$875,000

MLS 40104498 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

18 CASTLEREAGH
$2,900

MLS 40124047 • Patricia Atherton and Caroline Polgrabia

795 LINE 1 ROAD 
$1,250,000

MLS 40104562 • Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez

736 RYE STREET
$3,295,000

MLS 40108729 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

LOT 17 – THE “MONTRACHET”
$1,149,000

Exclusive • Randall Armstrong

1389 LINE 2 ROAD
$1,998,000

MLS 40110643 • Cheryl Carmichael

14729 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY
$4,500,000

MLS 40040891 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

4216 MUIR AVE – NIAGARA FALLS
$499,000

MLS 40124302 • Jane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

263 WELLINGTON STREET
$1,399,000

MLS 40125018 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

FOR LEASE
SOLD

SOLD
NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Local teen bitten by coyote in sports park
Billy Pillitteri-Smith, 

14, has grown up on a 
farm, and is accustomed to 
seeing coyotes.

But he was surprised by 
how close one came to him 
and some friends at the 
Virgil Sports Park Monday 
evening.

And even more sur-
prised when the coyote, 
which he described as 
mostly white and about 
the size of a German shep-
herd, charged the group. 
The boys scattered when 
they saw it looking like 
it was in “attack mode,” 
which he hadn’t seen be-
fore.

When they all started 
running, he was the one 
who got caught, ending up 
with a scrape and a punc-
ture wound on his leg.

He was tired after the 
incident and just wanted 
to go to bed, but Tuesday, 
his dad Steve decided a 
trip to the emergency de-
partment was in order.

“Poor Billy,” says his 
mom Eileen. “He’s had 
eight needles today. He’s 
been a real trooper, but 
that is a lot of needles.”

And there are more to 
come.

A representative from 
Public Health arrived at 
the hospital with a rabies 
kit, and Billy had the first 
of the regimen — seven 
needles in his leg and one 
in his arm.

He will go back in three 
days for another, then sev-

en days, 10 and then final-
ly 14 days, says Eileen.

She was torn between 
not wanting to make a big 
deal of the incident, and 
feeling she should warn 
others about the attack.

She says she has no-
ticed there have been more 
of them sighted on the 
farm, but they don’t come 
too close.

This has been unset-
tling, she added, “but 
it could have been a lot 
worse.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Billy Pillitteri-Smith is used to seeing coyotes on the farm, but was shocked to be chased by 
one. (Photo supplied)
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to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Feature your business in our

The full page is made up of a 
HALF PAGE AD and HALF PAGE ARTICLE 

Article word count: 450-500  |  Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h
Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact
Karen at 905.641.5335 at karen@notllocal.com

Businesses outside NOTL contact
Julia at 905.934.1040 at julia@notllocal.com
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm
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CAA supports local search and rescue team
Bob Moore became a volun-

teer with Civil Air Search And 
Rescue Association (CASARA) 
Niagara to save lives. 

While training as a ground 
homing specialist (GHS), 
Moore spent considerable time 
traveling with the unit’s mobile 
command vehicle. Learning 
the vehicle’s long history, and 
its role in search and rescue 
as a communications plat-
form, Moore combined his 
volunteering with his career as 
service responder with Cana-
dian Automobile Association 
(CAA) Niagara. 

More recently approached 
CAA Niagara’s President and 
CEO, Peter Van Hezewyk to re-
quest a donation of CAA mem-
bership for the CASARA vehicle. 

In response to CAA’s dona-
tion, CASARA Niagara Presi-
dent, Stewart Harris presented 
Moore with a certificate of rec-
ognition. Accompanying Har-
ris was Rick Kaczkan, who is 
the team leader for the mobile 
command vehicle. With Moore 
was Todd Morris, a CAA fleet 
driver, who has experienced 
vehicle extractions in his work. 
Both Moore and Morris know 
the importance of helping peo-
ple in distress, and support the 
volunteers of CASARA. 

While CAA focuses on res-
cuing stranded drivers, CASA-
RA volunteers focus on rescu-
ing stranded aviators, and also 
respond to searches involving 
people on the lakes. CASARA 
is tasked by the Joint Rescue 
Coordination Centre (JRCC) at 
Canadian Forces Base, Trenton. 
As with CAA, CASARA is clas-
sified as an “essential service.” 

CASARA Niagara has 
found it a challenge to main-
tain operations of “on-call” 
status during the pandemic, 
as all members are required to 
continue their training and cer-
tifications. With anticipation of 
COVID restrictions being lift-
ed over the summer, they have 

been informed by JRCC to be 
ready for a higher-than-normal 
level of calls. Commitment for 
searches conducted by CASA-
RA volunteers can range from 
a couple of hours to several 
days. In the previous two years, 
CASARA Niagara was involved 
in 22 searches, four of which 
were major, involving several 
other military and civilian air-
craft and ground vehicles. 

As a non-profit, charitable 
organization, CASARA Niag-
ara depends on donations for 
its vehicle, aircraft and facility 
at Niagara District Airport. All 
members volunteer their time, 
and their personal equipment, 
spending hours training and re-

sponding to call-outs. The con-
tribution from CAA Niagara will 
provide roadside service for the 
aging mobile command vehicle. 

For more information on 
CASARA, or to share a tax-de-
ductible donation, see the web-
site www.caresniagara.ca

Randy Klaassen
The Local

OPEN TO
SERVE YOU SAFELY

NEW HOURS OF OPERATION: 
Monday to Friday - 8 am to 5 pm, 

Saturday 8 am - 12 pm  
Orders can be called or texted to 905-329-2077  

or emailed to creekroadpaints@cogeco.net.
STAY SAFE NOTL

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
We are offering Curbside Pickup and 

FREE Home or On-Site Delivery

Re-opening Special

118 Queen St.  
289.868.8898 
olivniagara.com

SHOP IN-STORE, ONLINE OR CURBSIDE PICKUP

    Can’t wait to see you!
Buy 3 bottles receive  
a FREE Dipping Plate.

Friday, June 11 - Friday, June 18th
In-store special only.

Cannot be combined with other offers

WINE BOUTIQUE 
& TASTING BAR
Outdoor Wine Tastings

Available Starting June 11th

Wednesday to Sunday
Reservations Required
Open for Curbside  

and In-Store Pickup
7 days a week

Patio Opening June 11th
11:30 am to 5 pm Friday to Sunday

11:30 am to 3 pm Wednesday and Thursday
Reservations Only.  

905-468-8814 to make a reservation

THE   
FARMHOUSE 

CAFÉ
OPEN FOR TAKEOUT
Thursday 12 pm to 7 pm  

LAST FISH FRY DAY!
TAKE OUT ONLY

Call to order 905-468-8814

LET YOUR 

CUSTOMERS KNOW 

YOU ARE OPEN  

TO SERVE THEM  

SAFELY!

RUNNING EVERY WEEK UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!To place your ad, call or email Karen at:
 905•641•5335     karen@notllocal.com

Bob Moore asks and receives a CAA membership to cover the 
local search and rescue command vehicle. (Randy Klaassen)
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When Kathy Brown (left), manager of the Virgil Avondale heard about the tragic circumstances of the Pusey family in Jamaica from an article in The Local written by Jane Andres 
(right), she decided to show support by putting a donation jar at the checkout. Gladstone “Gussy” Pusey worked for Froese Farms for 35 years before suffering a heart attack and 
passing away in March, just a few weeks before his return to the farm for the season. Brown and her customers raised $705, which will gratefully be received by Eunice Pusey, 
Gussy’s wife of 35 years. Although she will be entitled to a small death benefit, his widow was informed by the Jamaican Liaison it will likely be a year before it will be processed. 
The amount contributed by caring locals will be a big help in providing food and necessities. (Julia Buxton-Cox)

Thanks to caring community 
THE NOTLLocal                June 9, 2021

OPEN TO
SERVE YOU SAFELY



12 notllocal.com

A green frog, our most common species of frog in NOTL, lives in a small leftover puddle that 
serves as protection during heat waves. (Owen Bjorgan)
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NOTL’s wildlife, forests gear 
up for long, hot summer

It’s not too often that 
by early June, we’ve expe-
rienced not one, but two 
profound heat waves here in 
NOTL. It’s not impossible, 
but it’s certainly not com-
mon. Daytime highs of low 
30s and an unseasonably 
dry spring have set the tone 
for what the remainder of 
summer may look like for 
our town, its locals, and lo-
cal wildlife. 

In the natural world, es-
pecially in a region with four 
distinct seasons, wildlife is 
considerably adaptable. We’ve 
got to give credit where it’s 
due. Every year, frogs emerge 
from hibernation to call in 
the early spring sun, only to 
get put on pause by another 
flash freeze or a last minute 
winter storm. Bees, snakes, 
and turtles enjoy more than 
half a year of positive tem-
peratures before they return 
to some sort of dormancy, 
where the sun doesn’t shine. 
Deer, eastern cottontails, and 
coyotes will use their mobility 
strengths to travel and find es-
sential resources when things 
begin to dry up.

I recollect growing up 
with warm springs, or a 
spring with a few hot days, 
but never a hot and dry 
spring. Of course, it was 
during the first heat wave 
in late May that I recently 
planted 32 native tree spe-
cies. Every morning before 
work, I would step out into 
the morning and its tropical 
air to water each tree. The 
earth was hard, cracked and 
crumbly — not so typical for 
a NOTL spring. 

However, I began to no-
tice a pleasant theme when I 
would walk up to the base of 
the tree with a water buck-
et in hand. Without fail, I 
could find toads hunkered 
down into the damp soil at 
the base of the tree, taking 
full and clever advantage of 

yesterday’s watering session. 
They intentionally wiggle 
their bodies a couple inch-
es into the marginally wet-
ter soil, and during the hot 
spells, this is the only place 
I’d see toads on my 12 acres. 
If you have a pile of mulch, 
soil, or a consistently wa-
tered spot in your yard, 
this is where these warty 
amphibians are most likely 
hanging out. 

While tending to the 
“tree babies” and their as-
sociated amphibian friends, 
I also got polka-dotted in 
dog ticks. Many people have 
asked me over the past five 
years or so, ‘is it just me, or, 
are the ticks really bad this 
year?’ Although there has 
been a slight uptick (pun 
intended) in their preva-
lence over the years, this 
year seems exceptional. 
This is most likely the re-
sult of having two short and 
warm winters in a row, and 
then catapulting straight 
into summer weather. An-
other couple of factors to 
consider are how NOTL’s 
explosive suburban growth 
have brought more wildlife 
(tick carriers, such as birds, 
rabbits and deer) into more 
backyards and other areas, 
as they adapt to a dwindling 
green landscape.  

While hiking in a local 
woodlot with a good friend 
this past week, I noticed the 
classic effects of how even 
a small forest can become 
an ice cube refuge. On the 
outside of the treeline, we 
felt like we were walking in 
some sort of intense Texan 
heat. On the inside of the 
forest, the temperature must 
have dropped a handful of 
degrees. The soil was dark 
with moisture, where scores 
of Solomon’s seals, Jack-in-
the-pulpit, and trilliums 
grew (their iconic flowers 
now seasonally shrivelled 
up). You can also bet that 
deer and coyotes take shelter 
in these forested areas in the 

heat of the day.
The surrounding, 

scorched vineyards were 
surely but silently benefit-
ting from the forest, which 
was working hard, if you 
will, to keep all that soil 
moisture on the property, 
and provide relief from the 
direct and intense UV rays. 

If NOTL had a higher 
coverage of forest and wet-
land features, we wouldn’t 
see such severe desiccation 
of our local creeks. Season-
ally, it is expected that One, 
Two, Four, and Eight Mile 
Creeks all become reduced 
in water flow come summer, 
and that’s pretty normal, 
versus a sign of bad health. 
What sparks concern 
though is when these water 
levels begin to drop much 
earlier in the year. This al-
lows more time for the wa-
terways to be exposed to 
ambient heat and sunlight, 
which leads to higher rates 
of evaporation, warmer wa-
ter temperatures, and the 
explosive growth of algae, 
which deoxygenates the wa-
ter. This leaves local fish spe-
cies which depend on deep-
er and healthier waters in a 
stranded setting, and that 
could be troubling for birds 
which hunt inland versus on 
the open water. 

Arguably, southern On-
tario is one of the most dif-
ficult geographical locations 
in the world for which to 
make accurate, long-term 
seasonal forecasts. We have 
far too many variables to 
consider, as our weather 
systems and climate as a 
whole are connected to oth-
er weather systems of the 
U.S. and the world. Consid-
ering that water is the ulti-
mate life-giver and taker, I 
would suspect the wildlife 
is going to congregate at the 
local watering hole, just like 
many locals are looking to 
do this coming weekend as 
the province moves to step 1 
of its reopening.

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local
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Notice of Virtual Public Information Centre #2
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
York Road and Four Mile Creek Road 
Intersection Improvements, St. Davids, Ontario

Niagara Region is undertaking a Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment to address and improve conditions for all modes of 
transportation at the intersection of Regional Road 81 (York Road) 
and Regional Road 100 (Four Mile Creek Road), St. Davids. 
Public Information Centre #1 was held on March 25, to introduce 
the study. A summary report documenting the comments 
received from Public Information Centre #1 and the study team’s 
responses are provided on the project webpage 
niagararegion.ca/projects/regional-road-100

The second Public Information Centre will be held in an online 
format on June 23, 2021 from 6 - 8 p.m. As part of this event, the 
study team will deliver an online presentation at 6 p.m. followed by 
a Q&A. The purpose of this Public Information Centre is to share 
information about the study, the evaluation of alternative solutions, 
and the preferred solution.

Information about the online Public Information Centre #2 will 
be available on the project webpage by June 23, 2021, and 
comments are welcome through one of the project managers, 
until July 7, 2021.

If you would like to receive future notices via email, or have 
any questions or comments, please contact one of the project 
managers identified below:

Maged Elmadhoon, M.Eng., P.Eng. Phil Weber, M.Eng., P.Eng 
Manager, Transportation Planning Senior Project Manager 
Regional Municipality of Niagara CIMA+ 
905-980-6000, ext. 3583 905-695-1005, ext. 6732 
maged.elmadhoon@niagararegion.ca  phil.weber@cima.ca

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public 
meetings will be collected, used and disclosed by members 
of Regional Council and Regional staff in accordance with the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act (MFIPPA). The written submissions including names, contact 
information and reports of the public meeting will be made 
available. Questions should be referred to the Privacy Office at  
905-980-6000, ext. 3779 or FOI@niagararegion.ca.

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to 
attend and participate in meetings or events, please let us know in 
advance so that arrangements can be made in a timely manner. 
Please contact the Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at  
905-980-6000 ext. 3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

This notice was first issued on June 9, 2021
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Abbie Gowans delivers five-course meals to Queen’s Royal and Simcoe Parks. The university student is exploring options for an 
expanded business once she graduates. (Mike Balsom)
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Picnix a successful summer business for university student
When a parks bylaw 

was approved by Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake council in 
March, Queenston resident 
Abbie Gowans breathed a 
sigh of relief. Her summer 
business, delivering gourmet 
five-course meals for two in a 
fancy wooden picnic box on 
wheels, would be acceptable 
under the new rules.

This will be the second 
straight summer running 
Picnix for the 22-year-old 
Laura Secord Secondary 
School graduate and current 
University of Waterloo arts 
and business student. Last 
year, after having complet-
ed two previous coopera-
tive education semesters in 
Gatineau and Mississauga, 
she decided to start her own 
business to fulfill the require-
ments of her program.

“I had (co-op) job offers 
in Amsterdam and Toronto, 
and I was really excited about 
both of them,” remembers 
Gowans. “Unfortunately, be-
cause of COVID, those both 
got cancelled. My dad had 
been following this Picnix 
company in Vancouver, kind 
of thinking about it here in 
Niagara. He encouraged me 
to try running something 
myself.”

Gowans looked into the 
university’s Enterprise Co-
op program, which provides 
mentors to help students 
start their own businesses. 
She and her father, Keith, 
reached out to Simon Pear-
son-Roach, the founder of 
Picnix. He was excited at 
the prospect of his company 
building a presence in the 
Niagara area. 

Keith got to work in his 
renovated barn/garage, re-
designing Pearson-Roach’s 
original carts to make them 
lighter and more function-
al. Once he had a number 
of them ready to roll, Abbie 
launched Picnix Niagara 
in 2020, taking bookings 
through an offshoot of the 
Vancouver operation’s web-
site. 

The concept is perfect for 
NOTL. Abbie prepares the 
menu at home. They load up 
the picnic wagon, tossing in 
reusable dining ware, a blan-
ket and a few other extras, 
and deliver the cart to Sim-
coe Park at a pre-arranged 
time. Patrons can then wheel 
it to their chosen location, 
where they unfold the cart 
into a makeshift table to 
enjoy their picnic. Abbie re-
turns to pick it all up at an-
other pre-arranged time.

Last Friday she had a 
special booking for a birth-
day picnic. She parked her 
car near Queen’s Royal Park 
and wheeled the Picnix cart 
across to the gazebo, where 
she laid down a blanket and 
attached an umbrella to the 
cart. Mical Lysias of Welland 
was planning to surprise her 
boyfriend with a romantic 

lunch.
Lysias left a five-star re-

view on the Picnix website 
following her experience. 
“Excellent,” the review said. 
“The set-up was amazing 
and the food was awesome.”

Abbie has five carts in op-
eration right now, with Keith 
currently in the process of 
building another three. With 
her Niagara website now 
exclusive of the Vancouver 
operation’s, she’s busy seven 
days a week, and will only 
get busier as the province 
opens up and more tourists 
return to town. She estimates 
that 70 to 80 per cent of her 
customers so far have come 
from the GTA.

Picnix offers four differ-
ent menus, including dairy-
free, vegetarian and vegan 
options. Gluten-free options 
are also available, and items 
can be mixed and matched 
from one category to anoth-
er. Each menu is five courses, 
including a green summer 
salad and a dessert. Water 
and lemonade is also provid-
ed. And Abbie is dedicated to 
supporting other local busi-
nesses through Picnix. 

“A lot of the vegetables 
and fruits are sourced local-
ly,” she explains. “I try to get 
as many from local farms 
and small businesses. We get 
our local honey from some-
where on Line 6, and when 
the blueberry farm opens 
up, I’m a regular customer 
there.”

For the May holiday 
weekend, Abbie had all five 
carts fully booked. 

“I woke up at 7 a.m.,” she 
says, “and prepared food un-
til about 11. Then I delivered 
the lunches for 12. It was the 
first time I had to close off 
a day on the site, which was 
super exciting, though a lit-
tle nerve-wracking. And my 
Mom (Sandra) was so clutch, 
if I could use the slang, help-
ing with all the dishes in the 
kitchen.”

Abbie credits both of her 
parents for instilling in her 
the entrepreneurial mindset 
that it takes to run the busi-
ness. She showed signs of 
that mindset as early as 13 
years ago.

“My parents own a B&B, 
and when I was around 9 or 
10, I created a fudge busi-
ness,” she remembers. “I 
would make fudge and sell 
it to the guests. I made a few 
batches a week. During the 
summer we would steadily 
have all three rooms booked. 
I would go out there with 
my fudge, packaged with a 
sticker that said The Redcoat 
Fudge, and I would sell it to 
them for a dollar apiece.”

When speaking about her 
business, her enthusiasm is 
contagious. Her mind seems 
to be full of ideas on how to 
get the word out about Pic-
nix. She talks of social media 
influencers and bloggers tak-
ing notice, and has captured 
the attention of wine tour 
companies and even CAA, 

which is interested in adding 
her to its list of discounts of-
fered to members.  

The Picnix carts are atten-
tion-getters. She often hears 
from her patrons that people 
stop to ask where they got 
the set-up. She ensures that 
she loads each cart with her 
business cards and pam-
phlets so those patrons can 
help spread the word. 

She’s hoping to bring Pic-
nix to other parks in the fu-
ture, perhaps in Niagara Falls 
or at Queenston Heights. 
And she is also looking at 
ways to expand beyond her 
current demographic, which 
she defines as the 25 to 
45-year-old age group. 

“I was thinking of start-
ing a dessert sunset picnic 
option,” explains Abbie. “It 
would be on the lower price 
point, for those who would 
want something smaller. 
That could potentially be 
happening in the near future. 
It would be a cute thing to do 
for a date night.” 

Abbie will graduate from 
Waterloo next spring, and 
hasn’t decided which road 
she might take at that time. 
The popularity of Picnix so 
far has given her at least one 
option to consider. 

“I think it definitely has 
huge prospects to grow,” she 
says. “It’s such a great idea. It’s 
a great thing for people to do. 
It’s super unique, super Insta-
grammable, as people like to 
say nowadays. It’s a great way 
for people to spend quality 
time with each other, too.”

When asked about ex-
panding into other markets 
herself, she doesn’t fully 
count that out either. 

“I think it’s definitely a 
possibility down the line,” 

she tells The Local. “We were 
talking to a cooler company 
who makes a bike attach-
ment, and they thought it 
would be a great idea to 

bring to Toronto or even up 
north. Maybe we’ll explore 
that option, either with Si-
mon or without.”

The basic Picnix package 

is $125. Deliveries to Simcoe 
Park are made at noon or 6 
p.m., seven days a week. Visit 
picnixniagara.com for infor-
mation. 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Do you Do you 
   operate a    operate a 

Home-Based
Home-Based

    Business?    Business?

Do you 
   operate a 

Home-Based

    Business?

Starting at $25 per insertion
(4 week minimum)

   NOTL Businesses contact

Karen 905-641-5335 or 
karen@notllocal.com

Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 905-934-1040 
or julia@notllocal.com

NORWEX
PAMPERED 

CHEF SCENTSY GEL  

MOMENT

Generate leads, create awareness, 
and build your online traffic

with an ad in The Local
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Pathfinders Annika Janzen, Samantha Fretz, and Tannin Driedger-Bradshaw will become Rangers, the highest level of Guiding. (Photos supplied)
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Three local girls to become Rangers in Guiding

Next Monday, the Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake Pathfinders 
will celebrate our collective 
achievements and experienc-
es over the past year, and in 
particular, those of our three 
members who will be advanc-
ing to Rangers (the oldest 
youth branch of Girl Guides) 
in September.  

Tannin Driedger-Brad-
shaw, Samantha Fretz, and An-

nika Janzen have been mem-
bers of Guiding in NOTL for 
many years, joining in Sparks 
for Tannin, and in Brownies for 
Sam and Annika. They have 
journeyed together through 
the Guiding program in Niag-
ara, attending camping trips, 
learning new skills such as 
woodworking, coding, canoe-
ing and rock climbing, and 
have helped to mentor younger 
Guiding members.

A large part of the Pathfind-
er program includes the option 

to work toward the Canada 
Cord, the highest award a 
youth member may earn in 
Pathfinders. In order to achieve 
the award, Pathfinders must 
complete all eight program 
areas, learn and demonstrate 
leadership through camping 
and leadership events, earn 
a community service award 
(totalling 15 hours of service 
in three areas), and complete 
bridging activities with both 
older and younger branches 
of Guiding. In addition, they 

must complete first aid train-
ing, and earn their Citizenship 
Certificate.    

Not only have Annika, Sam 
and Tannin completed these 
mandatory parts of the Canada 
Cord, they have also fully com-
pleted the Pathfinder program, 
earning all 32 badges and three 
awards, as well as numerous 
optional challenges. Extraordi-
narily, they have accomplished 
this feat while living through 
17 months of a pandemic, and 
balancing virtual schooling 

and Pathfinder meetings. We 
could not be prouder of their 
achievements, and it has been 
a true pleasure watching them 
grow into confident, capable 
and contributing members of 
our NOTL community.  We 
can’t wait to see what they 
achieve next!

As Sam, Annika and Tan-
nin advance, we look forward 
to reopening our NOTL Rang-
er unit next year, where we will 
be offering our oldest youth 
members the opportunity to 

participate in fun activities 
or to challenge themselves by 
working on the Trailblazer and 
Duke of Edinburgh Awards. 
If you are interested in Guid-
ing in Niagara-on-the-Lake,  
please visit www.girlguides.ca/
joinus for more information. 
We have units for youth aged 
five to 17, and we welcome 
women aged 18-plus as vol-
unteers.  Congratulations to 
all of our current youth mem-
bers, and we hope to see you in  
September!

Megan Gilchrist
Special to The Local

Sunday, June 13th

www.ccchurch.ca

10 a.m. Worship Gathering 
(Online Only)

Speaker: Kevin Bayne 
Message: Teaching,  

Exhortation, & Prophecy 
Live stream available 
Sundays at 10:00 am

Please be advised that with the 
current state of COVID-19, your safety 

is of utmost importance to us.
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT 
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics optional. 
Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  

Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.  Call Karen 905-641-5335 
or email: classified@notllocal.com

HAPPENINGS
  ST. DAVIDS LIONS 
  DRIVE-THRU BBQ

Friday, June 18th • 4 to 7 pm
1462 YORK RD. ST. DAVIDS

    Lions Burger & Fries  $10
    Lions CDN Burger & Fries  $12 

    (topped with peameal bacon)
    Lions Peameal Bacon & Fries  $10

    Leo’s Hot Dog & Fries  $16

COMBO  
MEALS:

All meals 
come with 

bottled water. 
Add a soft drink 

for $1 

PLEASE WEAR A MASK WHEN ORDERING/PICKING UP

Heritage interpreters will welcome visitors to Brock’s Monu-
ment, and guided tours will begin June 21. (Photos submitted)

The Friends of Fort George Gift Shop at Fort George opens June 16 for the summer, with limited 
capacity to ensure staff and visitors are safe. The store will be open Wednesday to Sunday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Proceeds from sales help support student employment at Fort George and 
Brock’s Monument.

Brock’s Monument to open for guided tours
Brock’s Monument will 

be re-opening June 16 for the 
2021 season.

Although the monument 
itself will remain closed due 
to the ongoing COVID-19 

pandemic, heritage interpret-
ers will be on site to welcome 
guests and share the history 
of the Battle of Queenston 
Heights and the life of Major 
General Sir Isaac Brock.

Thanks to support from the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Tour-
ism Recovery Grant, there is a 

new tent, and external displays 
available to help visitors con-
nect with the history of the site.

There is also a small out-
door gift shop with books, 
souvenirs and other heritage 
items. 

Towering over the quiet 
village of Queenston Heights, 
Brock’s Monument measures 
56 metres (185 feet) in height, 
and is the largest monument 
of its kind in Canada. Situat-
ed on the site of the Battle of 
Queenston Heights, where 
British and American soldiers 
struggled for the destiny of 
two nations, the monument is 
the final resting place of Major 
General Sir Isaac Brock and 
his Aide-de-Camp, Lieutenant 
Colonel John Macdonnell. 

Guests can visit with cos-
tumed heritage interpreters, 
or take part in featured tours 
at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 3 p.m. 
each day. Those wanting to 
take a tour are encouraged to 
purchase their tickets in ad-
vance through the online store 

as space at talks is limited. To 
purchase tickets visit friend-
soffortgeorge.square. Tours are 
$3.50 per child ages six to 16; 
$4.50 per adult ages 17 and up, 
and free for children under five. 

Heritage interpreters will 

be at the monument to wel-
come visitors from 10 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Wednesdays to Sundays 
until Labour Day Weekend.

All proceeds from the pro-
gramming at Brock’s Monu-
ment help to support student 

summer employment oppor-
tunities at Brock’s Monument 
and Fort George.

For more information, 
contact the Friends of Fort 
George at www.friendsoffort-
george.ca or call 905-468-6621. 

Local staff
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU HOUSE SITTING SERVICES

Across: 
1 With a forward motion
6 Guitarist --- Clapton
10 And others in Rome
14 “Boléro” composer  
 Maurice ---
15 Lead vocalist of U2 
16 Sleepless in Seattle  
 director --- Ephron
17 Overweight 
18	 Embryonic	flowers
19 --- Lane, Clark’s love
20 Shell lobber
22 Exercise venue
23	 ---	the	ground	floor
24 Adeptness
25 A lot
27 Think constantly
29 Badger
31 Beloved
32 Anti-ageist org.
34 Pulpit delivery
36 Cushion
39 Comparatively costly
41 Getting on
43 Chop
44 Base
46 Part
47 Web address
48 Cleared

50 E.g. Courvoisier
53 Pricey
54 World’s largest economy
57 Stock-market debuts
58 Monotonous routine
60 Daytona racing  
 supervisory grp.
62 Established ceremony
63 Workplace regulation  
 agency
65 Imperial sites?
66 Sweet
67 It starts every Sunday
68 Fifty after
69 ---, a plan, a canal,  
 Panama
70 Fictional Ozzie dame
71 Author/astronomer Carl ---

Down:
1 Bouquet
2 Toil
3 Brought down
4 Secluded retreat
5 Glows
6 Abate
7 Harsher
8 --- 500, car race
9 Of worldwide scope
10 Sign up

11 Common odds ending
12 Operatic solos
13 Endures
21 “A Beautiful Mind” actor
26 Record keeper
28 Deform
30 Emulator
32 Fire residue
33 Consumed
35 Donnybrook
36 Bringing forth
37 Everyone
38 Stain
40 One paid to jump out of  
 perfectly serviceable 
aircraft
42 Before, poetically
45 Soon afterwards
47 Invisible
49 Areas of land
50 About
51	 Anything	that	stupefies
52 Have to
55 Generous annual visitor
56 Fire-raising
59 Pre-loved
61 Mets’ old stadium
64 Alias

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No PressureLocalCLASSIFIEDS

classified@notllocal.com

To place your classified ad, contact Karen:  
classifieds@notllocal.com

Deadline:
Mondays 
at 3 p.m.

Sell your unwanted 
items or advertise your 

garage sale in our 
CLASSIFIEDS

EARN 
EXTRA 
CA$H

To place an Obituary or 
In Memoriam in our Classifieds, 

please contact Julia at:
julia@notllocal.com or 

905.934.1040
Deadline is Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

PAINTING SERVICES

NOTICES

PUZZLE ANSWERS

HOUSE SITTING 
(Live in your house while 

you are away) 
Location: 

Niagara-on-the-Lake
Oct 15th 2021 to 
April 15th 2022 

all inclusive or 3 1/2 mths 2021 
or 3 1/2 mths 2022. NO PETS. 

Contact John email: 
hammerjd1867@gmail.com

Give your house a fresh new look!
25 years of Experience

• Interior and Exterior Painting
• Spray Painting
• Kitchen Cupboards
• Barns

FREE ESTIMATES
Best quality and rates

Call Frank
905.327.8255  |  905.646.1576

Sudoku solution from 
June 2, 2021

Across:  1 Along, 6 Eric, 10 Et al, 14 Ravel, 15 Bono, 16 Nora, 
17 Obese, 18 Buds, 19 Lois, 20 Mortar, 22 Gym, 23 In at, 24 
Art, 25 Much, 27 Obsess, 29 Hassle, 31 Pet, 32 A A R P, 34 
Sermon, 36 Pad, 39 Steeper, 41 Elderly, 43 Hew, 44 Alkali, 46 
Role, 47 U R L, 48 Netted, 50 Cognac, 53 Dear, 54 U S A, 57 I 
P Os, 58 Rut, 60 N A S C A R, 62 Rite, 63 O S H A, 65 Chins, 
66 Cute, 67 Week, 68 Ten to, 69 A man, 70 Edna, 71 Sagan. 

Down: 1 Aroma, 2 Labor, 3 Overthrew, 4 Nest, 5 Gleams, 6 
Ebb, 7 Rougher, 8 Indy, 9 Cosmopolitan, 10 Enlist, 11 To one, 
12 Arias, 13 Lasts, 21 Russell Crowe, 26 Clerk, 28 Bend, 30 
Ape, 32 Ash, 33 Ate, 35 Melee, 36 Producing, 37 All, 38 Dye, 
40 Para, 42 Ere, 45 And then, 47 Unseen, 49 Tracts, 50 Circa, 
51 Opium, 52 Gotta, 55 Santa, 56 Arson, 59 Used, 61 Shea, 
64 A k a. 

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER
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Niagara’s Leading 
Provider of Cremation 

& Burial Services
No matter how simple or detailed

INDEPENDENT AND LOCALLY OWNED
No Charge Consultation • Price Guarantee

MORSE & SON FUNERAL HOME
Niagara Falls  |  905.356.3550

www.morseandson.com

MORGAN FUNERAL HOME
NOTL  |  905.468.3255

www.morganfuneral.com

Compassionate  •  Transparent  •  No Pressure

Celebrate Seniors Month!
—  Golden Years Guide  —
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