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Roots of lacrosse embedded in Indigenous culture

Donald Combe
honoured for his
service to St. Mark’s

Rev. Leighton Lee, Donald Combe and Canon  
Robert Wright toast with some bubbly in the court-
yard of St. Mark’s. (Penny Coles)

The game of lacrosse 
has a long history amongst 
Canada’s Indigenous peo-
ples, including in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, and a group 
of lacrosse coaches and play-
ers from Fort Erie are work-
ing hard to keep that history 
alive. 

Jace Sowden and his 
partners Cassidy Doxtator 
and Blue Hill are the princi-
ples behind FUSE Lacrosse. 

They specialize in building 
essential skills, fundamen-
tals, conditioning, agility 
and speed to help lacrosse 
players reach their goals in 
the game. 

But just as important to 
the trio is that they build 
an understanding of the 
traditional teachings of la-
crosse and its roots from the 
Haudenosaunee perspective 
as the Creator’s game. They 
do this via special sessions 
on the history and culture of 
the Indigenous game. 

To explain the impor-
tance of lacrosse and its 
teachings, Sowden says 
he was just three years old 
when he began to play the 
game competitively. But his 
introduction came even ear-
lier than that. As he explains, 
Haudenosaunee tradition 
is such that when a boy is 
born, a lacrosse stick is given 
at birth. 

“My family has upheld 
that tradition,” Sowden says. 
“I have two boys myself 
(three-year-old Cree and 

four-month-old Lake), and 
my brothers gifted them la-
crosse sticks either the day 
before or the day after they 
were born.”

Though most modern 
day lacrosse sticks are made 
with a composite material, 
those traditional sticks were 
made of wood, often hicko-
ry. The spirit of the tree is be-
lieved to connect the player 
to Mother Earth as they play 
for the Creator. 

“Our youth initiative 
started really organically,” 

Sowden tells The Local. 
“We started offering these 
sessions in Fort Erie about 
four years ago, just to re-
vive the interest in lacrosse 
and encourage people to be 
active. As we learned more 
about the game, though, we 
began to feel that it was our 
responsibility to do this.”

Sowden is Houdeno-
saunee, with roots in the 
Cattaraugus-Allegany res-
ervation in upstate New 
York. He, Doxtator and Hill, 
all with a Houdenosaunee 

background, grew up in the 
Niagara region, and identify 
themselves as urban Indige-
nous people. 

“What lacrosse has done 
for us,” Sowden says, “is giv-
en us that tradition compo-
nent. Our families were an 
intricate part of teaching us 
the values of the game. Al-
though we all lived off the 
reservation, it gave us a con-
nection back to our home 
communities. It really helped 

Mike Balsom
The Local

Continued on page 25

Continued on page 19

As the bells rang out 
at St. Mark’s Church Sun-
day evening, to be enjoyed 
by residents and visitors 
throughout the town, Don-
ald Combe was being hon-
oured for his 30 years of 
service to the preservation 
of the church’s history, ar-
chives, library and ceme-
tery.

In the words of Bob 
Wright, who retired from 
St. Mark’s after 17 years 
as the much-loved rec-
tor, “that is an incredible 
achievement.”

While bubbly was served 
to a large group of Combe’s 
friends in the courtyard, on 
a perfect evening to mingle 
outdoors, bell-ringer Ber-
nadette Secco entertained 
with an extensive playlist 
she developed to welcome 
people and to demonstrate 
the bells’ tone and range, 

says Sally Mitchell, organiz-
er of the event.

Guests wandered in and 
out of the church hall to ad-
mire what was the talk of 
the evening — the beautiful 
decorations on two the din-
ner tables, by Gary Zanner.

Some of the greenery 
and flowers were from 
people’s gardens and some 
flowers were purchased, the 
black Scottie dog cut-outs 
on the wall, and the flow-
ered wallpaper cut-outs on 
the table cloths, all com-
bining to create a feeling 
of enchantment, but also 
affection and respect for the 
man being honoured.

This was the first time 
in many years the hall 
was being used for such a 
large-scale celebration, said 
Mitchell, and as Zanner 
added, “it’s all about Don-
ald.”

At the back of the 

Penny Coles
The Local
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Lord Mayor Betty Disero was happy to try a pickleball serve the day the courts officially opened in 2019. Now she is hoping the town can find an alternative use for the courts that won’t 
damage the surface and will provide access to the public for some activity until pickleball can resume. (File photo)

June 22, 2022                THE NOTLLocal

Pickleball courts may be used for other sports
Town looking for alternatives
while pickleball is banned

The discussion of the 
legalities of the recent 
pickleball court case, 
which saw the town and 
the NOTL pickleball Club 
convicted of breaking the 
town’s noise bylaw, was 
held behind closed doors 
Monday, but councillors 
have agreed to take some 
steps as a result of the clo-
sure of the Virgil Sports 
Park courts.

Town parks and rec-
reation director Kevin 
Turcotte was planning on 
meeting with members of 
the pickleball club Tues-
day, and said he would 
talk to them about alter-
native locations for courts.

The penalty imposed 
by the justice of the peace 
after convicting both the 

pickleball club and the 
town, in a decision read in 
court last Wednesday, was 
a fine for both of $1,000, 
and both were given a pro-
bation order for two years, 
that prevents them from 
committing a further 
breach of the noise bylaw.

The justice of the peace 
limited the extent of the 
probation order to apply 
only to pickleball at the 
Virgil Sports Park.

Last week, town CAO 
Marnie Cluckie told The 
Local “the town remains 
committed to exploring 
ways to mitigate noise at 
the pickleball courts. She 
said legal counsel and 
town staff would be dis-
cussing the next steps with 
town council. A closed 
session of council was 
held Monday, presumably 
to talk about those steps, 

including  whether there 
would be an appeal of the 
decision.

Asked for clarification 
about whether the pro-
bation order closes down 
the courts for two years, or 
whether mitigating noise 
levels could allow it to re-
open, Cluckie explained 
pickleball itself is not 
banned. The specific or-
der coming from the court 
states that the town and 
pickleball club are placed 
on a probation order not to 
commit a further breach of 
the noise bylaw. “For now, 
the pickleball court re-
mains closed until further 
notice while the town dis-
cusses its next steps and 
continues to  explore ways 
to mitigate noise at the 
pickleball courts.”

A bylaw to amend the 
noise bylaw was before 
council and approved 
Monday.

The bylaw at the time of 
the October 2020 charge 
by a nearby neighbour of 

the court said “no person 
shall make, cause or per-
mit sound or vibration at 
any time, which is likely 
to disturb the quiet, peace, 
rest, enjoyment, comfort 
or convenience of the in-
habitants of the town.” The 
bylaw is in force from 7 
a.m. to 11 p.m.

The neighbour said the 
noise from the paddle hit-
ting the ball was extremely 
disturbing to her and im-
pacting her quality of life.

The amended noise by-
law allows “any emission 
of sound or vibration” 
on town-owned property 
during those times, from 
sporting or recreational 
activities, as approved by 
the director of operations 
or delegate of the town, 
during those same hours.

John Hindle, president 
of the pickleball club, has 
said the club was not play-
ing pickleball at the time 
of the complaint — it had 
not yet resumed play that 
was halted due to COVID.

He also told The Local 
there were several attempts 
made at compromise, be-
tween the town, the club 
and the resident who was 
disturbed by the noise, be-
fore it went to court.

When the town decid-
ed not to open the outdoor 
courts last spring until the 
court case was settled, 
many of the 250 members 
chose to continue playing 
at the community centre, 
paying $5 each time.

At Monday’s council 
meeting, Lord Mayor Betty 
Disero asked town staff to 
look into the availability of 
other spaces that could be 
used as pickleball courts, 
mentioning specifically the 
Croatian National Centre on 
Line 3, the Vineridge Acad-
emy gymnasium on Niagara 
Stone Road, and the former 
Virgil school building.

The town is paying for 
extra staff to make adapt-
ed courts at the Centen-
nial Arena available for 
pickleball play, but club 

members are saying the 
cement floor is hard on 
their knees. Also, as Tur-
cotte pointed out, putting 
the ice in is only a couple 
of months away.

He asked about the cost 
of offering alternate space, 
how much of that would 
be the responsibility of the 
town, and how much the 
responsibility of the club. 
Disero asked him to talk 
to club members about an 
alternative that would suit 
them best.

Disero also asked that 
staff look into how the 
sports park courts can 
be used by the public in 
the short term, such as 
volleyball or badminton. 
Other ideas were also put 
forward, but Turcotte re-
minded council the town 
has a significant invest-
ment in the court and its 
surface, and only “run-
ning shoe sports” should 
be considered to preserve 
it. Badminton would be a 
possibility, he said.

Penny Coles
The Local
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George Webber is walking three to four kilometres as often as he can with his dog Penny to 
be prepared for his leg of the Canada Games torch relay. (Photo supplied)
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Torchbearers chosen to spread the games spirit
The 2022 Canada Games 

torchbearers have been se-
lected to help carry the spirit 
of the games across the coun-
try, with 13 of them chosen 
to carry the torch through 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
says she is thrilled to begin 
the NOTL portion of the re-
lay from Queenston Heights 
as it travels through town 
July 30.

When her executive 
assistant, Victoria Steele, 
brought to her attention that 
applications were open to be 
part of the torch relay, she 
says, she agreed right away 
that she would love to be 
part of it.

She applied, “just like ev-
erybody else in the region,” 
and was not only accepted, 
but given the first leg to run, 
walk or roll.

NOTL torchbearers are 
to meet in the morning at 
the Meridian Credit Union 
Arena to be transported to 
Queenston Heights for a 10 
a.m. start, and a route that 
will end up back in Virgil.

Disero says she hasn’t 
done any running in a long 
while, having stopped when 
she started to have back prob-
lems, but she walks regularly.

Each leg of the relay is 
one kilometre or less, and 
she’s confident it won’t be 
difficult — although she 
doesn’t know how heavy the 
torch will be to carry.

She will hand off the 
torch to George Webber, 
who takes the second leg, 
from the end of the Bruce 
Trail to the corner of the 
Niagara River Parkway and 
York Road. He passes the 
torch to Peter Fenwick, who 
carries it to the corner of 
York Road and Sheppard 
Crescent.  The route con-
tinues along York Road and 
up Four Mile Creek Road, 
carried by Ross Robinson, 
Jane Martin, Ken and Em-
ily Seibel, Julian Caverley, 
Carter Simpson, Neveah 
Ferrara Horne, Tim Taylor, 
Linda Chang, John Easton 
and Wade Stayzer, eventual-
ly ending back at the arena.

“I’m super excited about 
doing this. It’s a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity,” says 
Disero.

She’s also pleased to 
have the two sports events 
in NOTL, tennis and sail-
ing, as well as one of the 13 
For 13 Cultural Festival, a 
new initiative for the 2022 
games. Held on select eve-
nings between Aug. 7 and 
20, the festival event will see 
each of Niagara’s municipal-
ities, as well as Niagara Re-
gion, collaborate with one 
of Canada’s 13 provinces 
and territories to showcase 
the unique cultural heritage, 
entertainment, art, and cu-
linary experiences of each 
pairing, with no admission 
charge. NOTL will be paired 
with B.C. Aug. 10.

All 12 Niagara munici-
palities are included in the 
relay. The torch arrived by 
ship in Port Colborne Friday 
night, exactly 50 days ahead 
of the opening date of the 
games, which run Aug. 6 to 
21. In keeping with Canada 
Games tradition, the torch 
relay began with a lighting 
ceremony for the Roly Mc-
Lenahan Torch in Ottawa 
at the Centennial Flame on 
Parliament Hill June 6. It 
then traveled from Ottawa 
to Montreal by way of the 
Trans Canada Trail, and 
embarked on a CSL ship  to 
Port Colborne.

Over the next seven 
weekends, the torch will 
travel to every corner of the 
region, before completing its 
last leg in St. Catharines July 
31. By the time the torch ar-
rives at the Meridian Centre 
for the Aug. 6 opening cer-
emony, it will have traveled 
through 21 communities 
in both Ontario and Que-
bec, covering approximate-
ly 1,200 kilometres by foot, 
bike, horse, and boat.

It will begin its Niaga-
ra leg from Albert Street in 
Thorold Saturday, June 25, 
arriving in NOTL July 30, 
and wrapping in St. Catha-
rines the next day.

Disero will be one of 
about 150 people to carry 
the torch through Niagara.

Rotary Clubs across Ni-
agara are offering a fund-
raiser for the games and for 
their clubs, by selling one-
of-a-kind Niagara games 
T-shirts to friends and fam-
ily members who want to 
run with the torchbearers 
during the relay.

Webber, who takes the 

torch down the escarpment 
from Queenston Heights to 
the end of the Bruce Trail, 
says  he filled out the appli-
cation form, wanting to be 
part of the relay, and was 
both surprised and delight-
ed to be accepted.

He says he has not been 
doing a lot of walking re-
cently — the extent of his 
community involvement in-
dicates why he doesn’t have 
time — but he and his wife 
Audrey Pellett have started 
getting outside and walking 
three or four kilometres a 
day so he can be physical-
ly fit when his turn comes. 
“You don’t want to be gasp-
ing for breath when you 
have to hand it to the next 
person,” he says.

“I get the easy part, and I 
could always roll down the 
hill it if I have to, but I can’t 
drop the torch,” he jokes.

Webber is also volun-
teering with the committee 
that is planning the 13 For 
13 event. He is a member of 
the town’s inclusivity, equity 
and diversity committee, has 
done some inclusivity train-
ing for the town, and is us-
ing his interest and expertise 
to look at accessibility issues 
for 13 For 13 Festival, which 
in NOTL will take place in 
Simcoe Park, and will in-
clude an arts and artisan dis-
play and sale.

His main role is to make 
sure the event is accessible 
to all, “so that individuals 
who may have some sort 
of disability are not left to 
struggle. Diversity is more 
than race and gender,” he 
says, “it’s about accessibility, 
about having an inclusive 
event that allows every-
one to participate, without 
having difficulty moving 
around.”

That includes reaching 
out to accessibility experts 
“to see whether what we’re 
planning on doing is the 
right thing to do.”

Webber is a busy com-
munity volunteer, also with 
a position on the board of 
the NOTL Museum. He 
first got involved, he says, 
when he was on the educa-
tion committee of the Voic-
es of Freedom Park, and that 
role “led to exposure to the 
museum,” first with a tem-
porary board position, and 
next as vice-president. In 

that role, he is working on 
a variety of projects, he says, 
“not the least of which is the 
expansion the museum,” 
and also increasing mem-
bership, “which has been 
successful, even through the 
pandemic.” The museum 
did an amazing job in con-
tinuing programming for 
community engagement, he 
added, and in continuing its 
fundraising efforts.

Another project he is 
also undertaking, in con-
sultation with James Russell, 
is to tackle fundraising for 
the archeological project to 

unearth gravestones in the 
Negro Burial Ground. Rus-
sell, who is based in Toron-
to, is focused on research “to 
find who these people are, 
and who their families are. I 
could be the public face here, 
working collaboratively with 
town council and staff, and 
putting together a strategic 
plan in terms of how to go 
about this.”

But as busy as he is, July 
30 is a date on his calendar 
he is really excited about, 
and he’s going to continue 
walking every chance he 
gets to be ready for the big 

day. He says he is especially 
grateful to the Rotary Clubs 
across the region who are 
making it possible for not 
only the successful torch-
bearer applicants to take part 
in the relay, but others to run 
along the route with them. 
He will have his wife taking 
part beside him, his fami-
ly and friends, “and maybe 
even one or more grandchil-
dren out there with me,” he 
says, ensuring the spirit of 
the games and the magical 
experience of the torch relay 
is shared. “It’s going to be a 
family event for us.”

Penny Coles
The Local
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Liam King, who toured the HMCA Oriole at the Navy Hall dock Sunday with his 
grandfather Rick Meloen, likes all things military, and was impressed with being 
onboard the ship. The Oriole,  the sail training vessel of the Royal Canadian Navy, 
was expected to leave NOTL and continue its tour of communities along the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes. (Rick Meloen)

Ship ahoy!
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Town will look at safety of e-scooters this summer
Niagara-on-the-L ake 

councillors have agreed to have 
a look at e-scooters this sum-
mer, to determine their safety.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
suggested at Monday’s council 
meeting that town staff work 
with Richard Mell, owner of 
Grape Escape Wine Tours, to 
look at possible routes where the 
e-scooters could be tested for 
safety as part of a pilot project. 
She was looking for speedy ac-
tion to be taken on Mell’s request 
last week that was deferred.

Councillors came close to 
approving a motion last Mon-
day, June 13, put forward by 
Coun. Norm Arsenault that 
the issue of e-scooters be re-
ferred to staff to review the 

pros and cons, especially relat-
ing to safety issues. It called on 
staff to review the provincial 
requirements for a pilot proj-
ect and bring back a report to 
the new council to adequately 
assess recommendations for a 
decision in time for the 2023 
tourism season.

But without discussion, 
and before a vote could be tak-
en, Coun. Erwin Wiens said 
he felt that council has already 
discussed the issue this term, 
and it was decided to defer the 
motion and ask staff to investi-
gate that discussion and make 
the information available.

Mell told councillors last 
week Grape Escape has pur-
chased 10 electric kick-scoot-
ers for wine tours, and asked 
them to consider adopting 
a provincial pilot project to 

permit the scooters in Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake. He said he 
had investigated to see if there 
was a town bylaw restricting 
them, and when he discovered 
there wasn’t, he went ahead and 
made the purchase.

He later learned the provin-
cial program allows municipal-
ities to pass a bylaw approving 
them, but without that bylaw in 
place they are not permitted.

Mell described the electric 
scooters as two wheels with 
a board between them, with 
handlebars. They must have a 
working bell and a light, riders 
must be 16 years or older, with 
one rider per unit, standing at 
all times, and wearing a hel-
met if under 18. Any accidents 
must be reported to a police of-
ficer, he said.

If a municipality joins the 
provincial pilot project, it can 
decide where they can be used, 
he added, suggesting the town 
might not want them on side-
walks, or in the busy heritage 
district.

He also mentioned helmets 
could be required for everyone 
on an e-scooter.

The province says, in its 
explanation of the program on 
its website, that municipalities 
wanting to allow e-scooters to 
operate on their roads “must 
pass bylaws to permit their use 
and set out specific require-
ments based on what is best for 
their communities.”

“You are essentially in con-

trol in NOTL,” Mell told coun-
cillors, adding that he would 
love for the town to become 
part of the provincial pilot 
project.

This Monday, Coun. San-
dra O’Connor said the original 
motion focused on looking 
at the pros and cons, not just 
preferred routes, as Disero has 
requested.

Coun. Norm Arsenault 
reminded council there is pro-
vincial legislation regulating 
the pilot project, and those re-
strictions must be considered.

During this week’s discus-
sion, Coun. Wendy Cheropita 
supported moving ahead with 
a pilot project in NOTL, and 
working with Grape Escape “to 
have some real live research to 

determine the pros and cons.” 
And since his winery tours are 
all staffed, there would people 
onsite to monitor them, she 
added.

Council approved moving 
ahead with plans to have staff 
work with Mell to test the safe-
ty of e-scooters on what would  
be considered safe routes 
through town.

Penny Coles
The Local

Richard Mell has tested an e-scooter and says he believes 
they are as safe as bicycles. (Photo supplied)
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

My alarm goes off, and 
it’s 4:30 am. I turn it off as 
quickly as I can before I 
wake the kids. I need this 
time to get organized for 
the day. My first shift starts 
at 7:00, and I have to pre-
pare meals for them before 
I go. There isn’t enough in 
the fridge for me to pack a 
lunch for work, again. I’ll 
eat a piece of bread now 
and have a coffee. I’ll be 
fine. 

This is a typical morning 
for me. I am a single moth-
er of three beautiful kids. 
I work two jobs, full-time 
as a cashier at the drug-
store and part-time at the 
diner, doing the dinner 
shift just to cover our ba-
sic needs. I know summer 
has just begun, but I dread 
the fall when I’ll have to 
buy everything for back 
to school…And I’m not 
alone. 1 in 3 single-parent 
families like mine lives in 
poverty. – Megan, single 
mother of three

Megan’s story is not 
unique. Approximately 
24,000 households in Ni-
agara are currently strug-
gling to make ends meet. 
Affording extras like back-
to-school supplies is often 

support on this mission 
because we know that bet-
ter is possible for youth in 
Niagara.

One such way that we’re 
helping families like Me-

out of reach. 
United Way works to 

tackle the issues facing 
low-income families all 
year round, investing in 
programs that enhance 

gan’s is through the Back-
packs for Kids program. 
Annually, this initiative 
provides over 2,000 back-
packs fully stocked with 
school supplies to families 

their connection to the 
community, support their 
mental and physical well- 
being and give them the 
tools to excel in the class-
room. We ask for your 

in need across the region. 
“We are seeing the toll 

that inflation and cost of 
living are taking on the 
average consumer, so just 
imagine what that means 
for families living on or be-
low the poverty line,” said 
Frances Hallworth, CEO 
of United Way Niagara. 
“Backpacks for Kids is one 
way that United Way can 
help ease the financial bur-
den on families while also 
allowing kids to be all they 
can be.”

Imagine a family on the 
poverty line struggling to 
pay rent and utility bills 
and keep food on the ta-
ble. How can they find the 
means to send their kids 
to school with everything 
they need? 

If you believe, like us, 
that every child in Niagara 
deserves an equal opportu-
nity to succeed, please con-
sider supporting United 
Way Niagara with a mon-
etary donation towards 
the Backpacks for Kids 
program. This year we’ve 
set a goal to provide 2,100 
backpacks for children and 
youth in need, and we can 
get there with your sup-
port. Help us do better. 

1 in 3 single parent families struggling
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A tale of two cemeteries, and efforts to preserve them

It seems that thanks to  
Donald Combe and histo-
rians before him, Niagara- 
on-the-Lake residents have been 
hearing the stories of people bur-
ied in St. Mark’s Church Ceme-
tery for many decades.

We’ve learned of their ac-
complishments, their ancestry, 
their loved ones left behind, 
information that’s been record-
ed in archives, written about in 
books — some by Combe him-
self — and chronicled in news-
papers such as The Local and 
the community newspapers that 
came long before it.

Residents often wander 
through the old cemetery, find-
ing it a peaceful place to walk, 
shaded by beautiful trees, some 
of them historic themselves, oth-
ers recently planted. As people 
meander between the stones, 
they likely recognize names that 

around a couple of corners from 
St. Mark’s is the Negro Burial 
Ground on Mississagua Street. 
It’s a heritage site, and the Ontario 
Heritage Trust has announced it 
is renaming it the Niagara Baptist 
Church Burial Ground. A new 
plaque is expected to be erected 
any day now.

The church congregation 
was established in 1829, and it’s 
thought a meeting house and 
cemetery came soon after. The 
building is long gone, but the 
cemetery remains.

There are three stones visible 
in the cemetery, and thanks to 
the work of James Russell from 
Toronto, and a ground-penetrat-
ing radar technician, there are be-
lieved to be 28 early Black settlers 
buried, and another 18 stones 
below the ground. The stones 
will hopefully be unearthed to 
help tell the stories of those who 

are familiar to them, names of 
people who made significant 
contributions to this historic 
town in their time. Elizabeth 
Kerr has the distinction of hav-
ing resided in the cemetery the 
longest, and it’s possible if you 
asked a local who lies beneath 
the oldest stone in the cemetery, 
they would be able to tell you.

We have also heard the stories 
of headstone restorations in St. 
Mark’s for years, decades even.

In fact, Combe can tell us 
about what was probably the 
first, around 1838, when a 1782 
memorial stone was discovered 
in excavated rubble during a 
construction project, cleaned up 
and then brought inside and af-
fixed to a wall, where it remains.

It’s not like money is ever 
free-flowing to do maintenance 
and repairs on beautiful his-
toric churches like St. Mark’s, 

lie beneath, maybe to even learn 
something of their accomplish-
ments, their lives and their loved 
ones.

The only stories we hear of 
this particular cemetery now 
are ones nobody wants to see 
published in their local newspa-
per — about stolen gravestones 
used long ago on walkways, for 
fireplace hearths, and even as the 
floor of a basement in town.

Unfortunately the loss or 
burial of the gravestones, and the 
demolished church, have made it 
difficult to access church records 
— there are no archives nearby, 
there is no archive committee, 
just James Russell hoping to find 
the information he is looking for 
buried somewhere in the library 
of MacMaster University, where 
he believes the church records 
to be stored. He knows he has 
his work cut out for him, but he 

or their cemeteries, but church 
parishioners and members of 
the community have been gen-
erous, opening their wallets to 
ensure the stones and the histo-
ry they represent are preserved. 
Years ago, when we had a high 
school in NOTL, a local history 
teacher used to take his students 
to do etchings of the stones, and 
research the names they discov-
ered. 

Just this Sunday, a beauti-
ful dinner was held to honour 
Combe, rightfully so, for his ser-
vice to the church over the last 30 
years, to its archives, library, and 
cemetery. It was also a fundraiser, 
Save our Stones, to raise money 
for the next round of restorations 
— the work is not complete, and 
likely never will be. Combe, and 
those who helped him, are to be 
congratulated.

Just down the road and 

won’t rest until he has done his 
best to find the names of those 
who were  laid to rest in the Bap-
tist cemetery many years ago, 
settlers who also contributed to 
the history of this town, who had 
families, and whose headstones 
may reveal at least part of their 
stories.

George Webber, a Niagara- 
on-the-Lake resident who 
learned that Russell wants to see 
an archeological dig unearth 
those stones, has come forward 
to say he would like to help. The 
town owns the cemetery prop-
erty and will have the final say 
about whether that happens, but 
Webber is committing to raising 
funds to make sure it does.

Stay tuned for more infor-
mation, and plan to help give 
those 28 people a name.

Penny Coles
The Local

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

The ‘animal farms’ in NOTL add to biodiversity

You might say driving in a 
straight line for a great length of 
time could be boring. As I rou-
tinely cruise up and down the 
lines and concessions of rural 
NOTL, I don’t find this the case. 

 The views and vistas ob-
served out of vehicle windows 
depict a peaceful, yet quietly 
hardworking farm landscape. 
Barns sit timelessly nestled 
against the vineyards while cat-
tails grow in the ditches adja-
cent to orchard alcoves. Farm-

to keep soil and moisture locked 
into the property for longer. 
This is not only beneficial for 
the orchard itself, but it is a 
welcome coolant for toads and 
local insect species, which find 
shelter in the dark, damp soils. 

Although deer in the area 
are capable of jumping over 
vineyard rows or creatively 
crossing through the metal 
wiring and vines, they would 
certainly find it easier to move 
underneath the free-flowing 
and non-linear world of the 
orchard understory. The many 
branches create a mathemat-
ically impressive labyrinth of 
space for small birds to perch 
and nest, too.

With all of the animals liv-
ing in or passing through the 
orchard, you can imagine that 
birds of prey are still waiting for 
their opportunity on the out-
skirts of the fruit tree rows. All 
in all, biodiversity attracts more 

workers will always smile and 
wave back, and the tall grasses 
wave to the sun as they blow 
about in the wind. 

Again, it never gets old. 
But today, it gave me a new 
thought. 

Which of these land-use 
types constitute the best habitat 
for our local wildlife, despite their 
rooted intention in only serving 
humans? Let’s break down why 
animals may prefer orchards, 
vineyards, or cash crops. 

Orchards climb to the top 
of agricultural land uses that 
can support the most resident 
or transient wildlife species. We 
are talking about actual woody 
trees versus smaller vines, 
grasses, and other thin crops. 

The orchard is not consid-
ered a biodiverse landscape due 

biodiversity. 
Vineyards are structurally 

more rigid. They are in rows as 
well, but they don’t give the same 
coverage, protection, and mobil-
ity options as an orchard does. 
We know our local large mam-
mals will walk down the grape 
corridors out of ease or in a form 
of retreat, but there are not the 
same microhabitats provided 
by an orchard. Small and large 
creatures would find themselves 
more exposed in the relatively 
open and linear environment.

Also to consider are the 
pockets of cash crops we have 
here in NOTL. These farm 
fields are not in the same pro-
pensity as we see in southern 
Niagara Region, and that is 
due to the wildly different soil 
profiles above versus below the 
Niagara Escarpment. 

Our few plots of soy-
bean, corn, wheat, and other 
cash crops do not contain the 

to its tendency to be planted as 
a mono-crop. Supposing the 
entire orchard is apple, cherry, 
or pear, these small shrubby 
trees create a miniature cano-
py effect. This allows animals 
such as deer, foxes and coyotes 
to find a place of cool shelter 
during the day if they are too 
far from one of our woodlots. 
The leafy growth and reaching 
branches also create a visual 
blockade for birds of prey, so 
rabbits, snakes, and a multitude 
of small mammals can travel 
with a sense of ease without 
being assassinated from above. 

The roots of orchard trees 
behave similarly to just about 
any other native tree species. 
They are longer and more stur-
dy than the roots of a vine or 
corn, so this enables the roots 

woody and protective features 
of the vineyard, and especial-
ly won’t size up to the habitat 
qualities of an orchard. These 
crops have evolved and been 
further designed to be staring 
at the sunlight and grown in 
high density. Their little root 
systems, although numerous, 
don’t hold soil or water in place 
like their neighbouring riesling 
vines or plum trees. 

    With little space above 
or below the leaf level of these 
plants, not many animals oth-
er than rodents, insects, and 
various soil microbes call 
these fields home. However, 
the fields help put food on the 
plates in our homes.

As I am sure many readers 
have noticed as well, NOTL has 
been undergoing a consider-
able shift over the past 20 years, 
with orchards being replaced 
by vineyards, likely because it’s 
more lucrative for farmers to 
use their soil for an alcoholic 
beverage than tender fruit.

In the big picture, I do wor-
ry and wonder how this change 
of land use will further degrade 
our already harmed biodiversi-
ty. I ponder if rural land owners 
would consider a multitude of 
other ways they can make their 
property more habitat-friendly. 

I guess I’ll end this article 
by clicking “send” and having 
some local fruit for lunch while 
I think further about it.
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ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  
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41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 
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CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 
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Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

Twenty Twelve (Brit Box, 
2011), a series of 13 episodes, 
chronicles the progress, or lack 
thereof made by the committee 

of experts while preparing for 
the 2012 London Olympics. 
Whatever could go wrong, 
goes wrong. This is brilliant 
story-telling staring Hugh 
Bonneville and Olivia Colman.

Donald Combe is a retired 

English teacher who loves to go to 
movies. Until he resumes going to 
theatres, he has graciously agreed 
to share his opinions, through 
“short and sweet” exclusives, of 
Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch

Cherry blossoms as seen from above by drone during the spring; these orchard rows then 
become one of the more suitable animal habitats compared to other agricultural land uses.
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

For 75 years, Niagara Mo-
tors has been a driving force 
serving transportation needs 
for the Niagara Region. Es-
tablished in 1946 by Frank 
Willms, the dealership orig-
inally sold Case tractors, 
Myer’s farm sprayers, and 
Studebaker automobiles. 

Selling over 200 vehicles per 
year, General Motors (GM) 
quickly took notice and by 
1953, Niagara Motors was a 
GM branded store.

Owned by the Dick fam-
ily for the past 60 years, Ni-
agara Motors has sustained 
recessions, restructuring 

and rebranding. The success 
of Niagara Motors is due 
to family patriarch David 
G. Dick, known to most as 
Dave Sr., who led the deal-
ership for over five decades. 
In 1957, Dave Sr. was hard 
at work on his 50-acre farm, 
planting and harvesting a 
variety of tender fruits and 
vegetables. Instead of taking 
the winter off, preparing for 
the next growing season, he 
searched for a job to pro-
vide additional income for 
his growing family. With no 
automotive sales experience, 
Dave Sr. was not an ideal 
candidate, but Frank appre-
ciated his tenacity and gave 
him a chance.

Within four years of work-
ing at Niagara Motors, Dave 
Sr. purchased the dealership 
and began expanding the 
business with major renova-
tions in 1964, 1977, 2003 and 
2014. Niagara Motors has 
grown from a small car lot, 
with 15 vehicles, to a retail 
establishment on three sepa-
rate sites in Virgil. Today, the 
dealership is still a branded 
GM store, offering new and 
used vehicle sales, a service 
department, parts store and 
body shop.

Throughout its history, 

and eagerly shared them with 
anyone stopping in. While 
Dave Sr. is no longer with us, 
his family-oriented approach 
and the crates of peaches re-
main a dealership staple.

In honour of 75 years in 
business, Niagara Motors 
hosted a celebration event on 
Saturday, Aug. 28. The cele-
bration included a car show 
with classic GM vehicles, car 
wash, barbecue and raffle 
draw, with prizes donated by 
local businesses. The celebra-
tion served a joint purpose, 
being utilized as a fund-
raiser for Red Roof Retreat. 

Niagara Motors has always 
maintained its small-town, 
family-oriented approach. 
This is evident in the three 
generations of the Dick fam-
ily who have worked at the 
dealership, and Dave Sr.’s dai-
ly presence at the store until 
his passing in 2015. As he got 
older, many will remember 
Dave Sr. sitting in his office 
by the front door eager to talk 
with customers and employ-
ees as they walked into the 
showroom, signalling them 
with a wave. He often had 
crates of fresh peaches from 
his farm stacked in his office, 

We were so humbled by the 
incredible support of our 
community, and were able to 
raise $2,260. Niagara Motors 
pledged to match all funds 
raised and rounded the do-
nation up to a total of $4,700 
for Red Roof Retreat.

Niagara Motors is open 
Monday to Thursday 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m to 5 
p.m. and Saturdays from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. We will con-
tinue to be Virgil’s automo-
tive sales and service leaders 
and look forward to serving 
the community for the next 
75 years.

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years

SALES HOTLINE 1-800-563-0196 or 905-468-2145
www.niagaramotors.com

1537 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, ON

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years!
$10 off

Multi Point Inspection
Just like regular oil changes, a Vehicle Health 
Check is an important part of your vehicle’s 
maintenance schedule. An inspection every six 
months is required, as per your vehicle Owner’s 
Manual. It’s a multi-point inspection of your 
vehicle that helps you protect yourself and your 
automotive investment.

Vehicle Health Checks mean peace of 
mind and we’ve made it easy to schedule 

your Vehicle Health Check online 
through our website or by phone.

NIAGARA MOTORS
Buick - GMC

Lord Mayor Betty Disero congratulates Dave Dick Jr. as  
Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years in business. 

2004 Grand Re Opening. David Dick Sr. cutting the ribbon. 
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

When I was eight  
years old, my parents split 
up. I don’t have many 
memories of my dad be-
fore then. He was always 
either at work or out with 
friends. He drank a lot 
and I guess my mom fi-
nally had enough. I do 
remember hearing them 
argue at night when they 
thought I was asleep. Af-
ter my dad left, I didn’t 
hear from him much  
until eventually he stopped 
coming around altogether. 

My mom picked up 
more shifts at work and 
wasn’t home much after 
that. She started drink-
ing too and once she met 
Doug, things happened 
fast. We moved in with 
him when I was 11 and the 
fighting started all over 
again. Doug was worse 
than I remember my dad 
being. He was violent and 
by the time I turned 13 he 
was hitting me almost dai-
ly. I thought anything was 
better than being there so 
I left. I stayed at friends 
houses but that didn’t last 
long either. I turned to 
alcohol too, to numb the 
pain of feeling so alone 

and unwanted. I ended 
up on the street before my 
14th birthday. 

I spent 10 years home-
less, living in constant 
anxiety and fear. I was ex-
posed to the violence of 
street life and witnessed 
too many horrible things. 
There were times I didn’t 
think I would make it one 
more day. One of the low-
est points was when I re-
member being caught dig-
ging through the garbage 
outside a coffee shop, just 
to find something to eat. It 
had been days since I had 
any food in my stomach 
and I was in so much pain. 

Stepping through the 
doors of the youth shel-
ter was life-changing. I 
was welcomed with open 
arms where the staff made 
me feel safe for the first 
time in my life. In my four 
month stay at the emer-
gency shelter, I learned so 
many valuable skills. Hav-
ing a roof over my head 
and food in my stomach 
was no longer my only 
concern. 

I took advantage of ev-
ery program they had and 
credit my success to all the 

support I received in tran-
sitional housing where I 
was encouraged to follow 
my passion for photogra-
phy. Today, I am no lon-
ger homeless, I am sober, 
I have a career I love, an 
apartment to call my own 
and a healthy vision for 
the future.  

I learned that the place 
I stayed was funded by 
United Way Niagara – so 
were all the programs I 
attended while staying 
there. Without this sup-
port, I would never have 
been able to get off the 
street and be as successful 
as I am today. It is because 
of donors, like you, that 
these programs are able to 
exist. 

Thank you for saving 
my life.

United Way Niagara programs are life-changing

I was  
welcomed  

with open arms 
where the staff made 

me feel safe for  
the first time in  

my life.
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To the Lord Mayor and 
members of NOTL council: 
Please accept this letter as a 
statement of my opposition to 
the current Solmar proposal for 
the development of the Rand 
estate lands.

I have recently returned to 
Niagara-on-the-Lake after de-
cades of life in various regions 
throughout southern Ontario. 

I grew up in Niagara Falls 
and like so many, worked in 
tourism. After spending days 
listening to visitors express how 
they loved the falls but found 
the city disappointing,  I looked 
forward to riding my bike along 
the parkway to this idyllic town, 
and I would direct visitors to 
NOTL. Invariably people would 
return, thanking me for the in-
troduction to such beauty and 
the opportunity to learn more 
about Canadian history.

Years later I would be tell-
ing people in the international 
diplomatic corp to make sure 
to see NOTL while they were in 
Ontario. By this time, everyone 
knew it was the place to visit. 
It was making the top of Most 
beautiful towns in North Amer-
ica lists and the place where one 
could literally walk through Ca-
nadian history. I was proud to 
brag that NOTL had been des-
ignated as a Provincial Heritage 
Conservation site and a Nation-
al Historic Site of Canada.

It’s easy for a Niagara native 
to be dismissed as romantic and 
sentimental, or to be accused of 
NIMBY biases. While I do have 
resident-oriented concerns, my 
opposition to the Solmar pro-
posal is based on very pragmat-
ic, far-reaching, long term im-
plications. To make the wrong 
kind of changes to Old Town is 
to clear the way for the degrada-
tion of this unique region.

It is provenance and beauty 
that has defined and continues 
to define NOTL. And it is for 
this reason that I am putting my 
opposition to the proposed Sol-
mar subdivision in writing.

My concerns about the Sol-
mar proposal include:

• The overall plan puts profit 
over context and disregards the 
established community.

• High density - defies the 
designation of land for low-den-
sity development and sets a dan-

gerous precedent.
• Unattractive row-hous-

ing design erodes what NOTL 
stands for and what residents, 
investors and international visi-
tors value.

• Lack of likelihood that 
such housing would retain val-
ue – and that reconstruction/
redevelopment will take place. 

• Evokes a sense that the 
historic part of town is simply 
a construct for tourists, not an 
organic community.

• Disrespect for a nationally 
designated historic region.

• Poor house design - awk-
ward features, no evocation of 
existing historical sensibilities, 
unattractive garage-front row-
house plans.

• Poor landscape design - 
almost no side yards (resulting 
in no glazing to sides of houses) 
and no breathing space. Imparts 
an unfriendly feeling to the 
neighbourhood.

• Narrow streets with tight 
turning radius - questionable for 
emergency vehicles, bicycles, etc.

• Environmental impact on 
surrounding agricultural land.

• Strain on infrastructure - 
hydro, sewage, drainage, over-
head wiring, education, health-
care and other services.

• Damage to existing roads 
through construction period 
and beyond – costs to the city.

• Unresolved issue with 
clear-cutting and gutting of in-
terior of Randwood estate.

• Paucity of open space and 
landscaping.

• Long term impact on tour-
ism and commerce – visitors will 
be left with a negative impression.

Having lived in the GTA, 
I have seen first-hand what 
poorly-considered, hasty devel-
opment has done throughout 
the region – from the strain on 
infrastructure to fostering a lev-
el of disrespect for the built en-
vironment.

I am not opposed to devel-
opment, I simply believe that it 
can be done far more responsi-
bly, sensitively and creatively.

For these reasons, I am also 
in support of the SORE propos-
al that includes:

• All built heritage attributes 
on the site are saved.

• No significant grade 
changes

Reader shares letter  
regarding Rand subdivision

• Number of residential 
units reduced to 70

• Most of the remaining 
designed cultural heritage land-
scape and mature trees are re-
tained.

• Public pedestrian access to 
view the heritage attributes of 
Randwood is provided at 200 
John St. E. and 588 Charlotte St.

• The Whistle Stop on the 
Upper Canada Heritage Trail, in-
cluding the memorial garden that 
was a central feature of the de-
signed landscape at Randwood, 
is “preserved and enhanced for 
public and resident enjoyment.”

• Primary access to the site is 
provided using a historic access 
route between 144 and 176 John St.

I would also propose con-
sideration of the following:

• Complete restoration of 
the Randwood estate - interior, 
exterior and landscaping

The building could then be 
opened up again as a museum, 
think tank, event centre, etc.

• Boulevards instead of nar-
row streets

• Consideration of access 
through the Two Sisters property

• A 50-70 unit subdivision 
with no two houses being exact-
ly alike.

• Consider the work done on 
Garrison Village Drive - unique, 
mixed-style homes respectful of 
historic architecture featuring 
large front yards and garages lo-
cated out of visible sight.

• Consider the architectural 
style of experts such as Robert 
Stern and the sensibilities of well 
planned communities such as 
Seaside.

• Work with Willowbank 
staff and students to ensure a 
respect of the historic nature of 
this part of town.

NOTL is not a subdivision 
that happens to be on historic 
land. It is a historic region that 
has some room for new resi-
dents willing to recognize both 
the restrictions and the benefits 
of settling here.

The Rand property pres-
ents an exciting opportunity to 
showcase thoughtful, creative 
development and to welcome 
new residents to this very spe-
cial part of Canada. Let’s de-
mand a design that reflects it.

Chrys Kaloudis
NOTL

LocalLETTERS

Yet again, there are good 
Samaritans, and not! A week 
after my letter to the editor, 
driving down Oak Drive in 
Chautauqua, I came across 
another turtle in the mid-
dle of the road. I pulled out 
a towel and plastic bin to 
figure out how to pick him 
up, a difficult task as I was 
recovering from an injury 
with four stitches and a bro-
ken bone. This turtle was 
half the size of the last one I 
came across.

One resident came out 

with a shovel, then another, 
and were able to get the tur-
tle into the bin. One resident 
shared a story of a young 
boy who used to love turtles 
and lived in the house where 
the turtle was headed. These 
good Samaritans took the 
turtle down to the creek and 
released him. 

Then, there are those who 
are not good Samaritans! 

Yesterday while out 
gardening I heard a loud 
pop, then saw a large black 
pick-up truck drive away. I 

Good Samaritans, 
and some not so good

went to see what might have 
caused the pop, and found a 
small turtle that was about 
a foot long. This one was 
splattered across the road. 
As I picked it up to take it to 
the side of the road, a truck 
going in the opposite di-
rection came back, and the 
man told me they saw the 
black truck swerve to hit the 
turtle.  

We should all cherish 
and protect our wildlife.

Shirley Madsen 
NOTL

LocalLETTERS

A response to the sugges-
tions by council of locations 
of the crosswalk has been 
asked and responded to by 
the public, and no doubt will 
be revealed shortly.

Obviously from your 
article, (editorial, June 15) 
they don’t meet your expec-
tations. You appear to now 

be suggesting alternative 
locations.   Presumably you 
completed the survey and 
yet you continue, via your 
privileged position as editor 
of the Local to further sway 
opinion.

I suggest you abide by 
the decisions of the possi-
ble locations presented in 

 The Local asked to 
‘abide by’ council decision

the survey. Believe it or not 
I like to think we are still a 
democracy. The public do 
not want to see a rainbow 
heaven in downtown as they 
like it as it is. It is preferen-
tial that the downtown area 
remain unblemished.

Jean O’Malley
NOTL

Last week, the editorial 
in The Local strongly sup-
ported the town decision to 
install a crosswalk and five 
benches to promote inclu-
sivity for Pride folks.

As I have written before, 
I don’t believe any group 
should be promoted beyond 
other groups. As a former 
Prime Minister once stated 
that government does not 
belong in the bedrooms of 
the nation (which I agree 

with), I also do not believe 
that the bedrooms of the na-
tion belong in the streets.

However, now that the 
decision to promote in-
clusivity for one group has 
been made, I believe we 
now should show that same 
support for other groups. In 
particular, Indigenous and 
Black folks should have a 
more visible show of inclu-
sivity. These people have a 
strong historical relation-

Let’s show same support for others
ship to this very historical 
town. To not offer them this 
same consideration would 
seem to be disrespectful. 

I would urge them to 
submit similar propos-
als as has been done for 
Pride. I would expect that 
town council and The Lo-
cal would be supportive of 
demonstrating inclusivity 
for them as well.  

Doug Johnson
NOTL

LocalLETTERS

LocalLETTERS

Letters! We want letters!
If you have a letter to the editor you’d like to see published, 
please send it to penny@notllocal.com. Please try to keep it 
to about 350 words. Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous 
letters. And please stick to the issue at hand, rather than 
attacking those involved. The deadline is Monday at noon.
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Celebrations back in the park this Canada Day
The Rotary Club of NOTL
will offer its traditional fare

There’s no telling whether the turn-out will be bigger than usual in Simcoe Park for July 1 celebrations, or less than expected, 
but whatever the size of the crowd Rotary Club volunteers will be ready for it. (File photo)
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Celebrate Canada Day 
in style, with the tradition-
al Rotary Club of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake pancake 
breakfast and barbecue.

Although there were 
pop-up celebrations the 
last two years, club mem-
bers are excited to be back 
in Simcoe Park, doing what 
they do best on our national 
holiday.

Pancakes and sausag-
es — two of each — along 
with juice and coffee, are 
served from 8 to 10:30 a.m, 
with lots of picnic tables 
scattered throughout the 
park for seating, says Ro-
tary member Gary Hatton, 
chairing this year’s event.

Then volunteers tran-
sition to a barbecue that 
runs from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
serving 1/3 pound burgers; 
Great Canadian beef and 
pea meal burgers, and 1/4 
pound hot dogs.

Organizing the event 
after a two-year absence is 
a bit of a challenge, Hatton 
says, not knowing whether 
the “post-pandemic” feel-
ing in the air will draw a 

record-breaking number 
of people, or whether there 
will be some hesitancy that 
results in lower numbers. 
But based on what’s hap-
pening at airports and with 
travellers, and other local 
events, they’re planning for 
the “break-away crowd” of 
locals, people across the re-
gion and tourists all ready 
to celebrate NOTL-style.

This year, the folks who 
brought their Santa Run 
to NOTL and have been 
also organizing a Canada 
Day run in Burlington for 
15 years are returning to 
NOTL July 1. Their five-ki-
lometre run will start at 
the St. Mark’s Church-By-
ron Street side of the park, 
and Hatton says he expects 
friends and family cheering 
them on may wander over 
to the Rotary breakfast, as 
will those who finish their 
run and want to load up on 
carbs.

Beginning at 11 a.m. 
there will be a car show 
from the Niagara branch 
of the Antique and Classic 
Car Club of Canada. For 
several years the car show 
was an important part of 
the Canada Day event, lin-

ing the path from Byron 
Street down into the park 
with a collection of beauti-
ful, shiny classics to admire, 
and Hatton says it’s good to 
have it back again.

Throughout the day, 
beginning at 11 a.m. and 

running until 3 p.m., there 
will be musical entertain-
ment, with Juliet Dunn, 
Peter O’Shea, and a small 
back-up band, along with 
face-painting and clowns to 
keep the kids in the crowd 
happy.

Hatton says it takes 
about 60 volunteers to put 
on the Canada Day event, 
not an easy task after a two-
year absence and with a 
75-member club — not ev-
eryone is available to do the 
jobs they may have done for 

several years, up to 2019.
“We have a few holes 

still to fill. We’re also count-
ing on family members, 
and the holes are filling 
up, although not quite as 
quickly as I’d like.”

At 3 p.m., Rotary vol-
unteers begin helping to set 
up for the cake walk when 
it arrives in Simcoe Park, 
although it’s not a Rota-
ry event, he says. The cake 
parade begins at 2:45 p.m., 
with the 41st Regiment 
of Foot Fife and Drum 

Corps accompanying a gi-
ant cake, travelling along 
Queen Street and conclud-
ing in the park. Once it’s 
cut and served, Canada 
Day celebrations shift to 
Fort George, which is open 
from 10 a.m. to tour build-
ings, visit with costumed 
interpreters, enjoy a musket 
demonstration, and more, 
with free admission. Fes-
tivities in the fort ramp up 
and continue through the 
evening, ending with a fire-
works display.

Penny Coles
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106C Queen St., Niagara-on-the-Lake
289 868 9211

Meet Award-winning artist
Peter Allan Rice

Friday, July 1st, 10 am - 3 pm
Book signing and demonstrations

Free Admission • All Welcome 

Canada Day Celebrations
Friday July 1st

12 noon to 9 pm

410 King St., Niagara-on-the-Lake
905-468-2353 | Legion124@gmail.com

Entertainment by:
DJ Moose Mike & Live Music by Undercover

BBQ

PRIZES
SPECIALS

$5 TALL BOYS
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The last time Catherine O’Donnell made a Canada Day cake and paraded it down Queen Street 
was 2019. She always gets stressed and nervous as the day gets closer, but once she’s walking 
beside the cake to a cheering crowd, she says it all goes away. (File photo)
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Canada Day cake 2022 to reflect the times
Catherine O’Donnell typ-

ically begins working on the 
cake of all cakes — the one 
that ranks its own parade, 
accompanied by a fife and 
drum corps  — in January.

This year the process has 
been a little rushed — the 
decision that there would be 
Canada Day celebrations in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake hadn’t 
been made in January.

However, the Willow 
Cakes and Pastries chef, 
creator of the gigantic cake 
that has been a centrepiece 
of Canada Day celebrations 
for many years, and paraded 
along Queen Street to Simcoe 
Park, didn’t have to start from 
scratch.

When COVID hit in 
March of 2020, she had a de-
sign ready to implement and 
was already putting together 
some of the “many little ele-
ments” that would be incor-
porated. Those figures we 
see on the tops of her cakes 
are made to be edible, she ex-
plains, although they’re not 
actually eaten, so those that 
were made in 2020 can still 
be used. She is going with the 
2020 design for the cake that 
was never made, but is adapt-
ing it with some “whimsical” 
touches to reflect “the new 
world” that has evolved over 
the last two years, she says.

O’Donnell always keeps 
her designs a secret, to be a 
surprise once the cake walk 

begins on Canada Day, so 
she’s not saying too much 
about it. She did tell The Local 
one of the figures on the top 
of the cake is almost five feet 
tall, and can’t fit in the bak-
ery — she will have a tent up 
outside on the eve of Canada 
Day, placing it on the cake at 
the last minute.

Although she won’t say 
more about the design, she 
does talk about how the pan-
demic changed her world, 
and so many others in NOTL.

“I’m so grateful the com-
munity has stood behind lo-
cal businesses,” she says. “To 
still have my doors open, to 
still be able to make this cake 
for the community — for that 
I’m so thankful.”

She never had to close her 
doors, she said, but there were 
restrictions that were costly, 
such as the plexiglass that was 
added for safety. She closed two 
days a week to give her staff a 
break and keep them safe, she’s 
been doing more deliveries, 
and had to pack products dif-
ferently. While it’s been costly to 
adapt, “we live in the best town 
in the world,” she says. “People 
just kept ordering.”

O’Donnell recently re-
turned from a trip to Sas-
katchewan, where she was 
inducted into the Canadian 
Culinary Federation’s honour 
society, which promotes “cu-
linary excellence, friendship 
and good will.” It was devel-
oped to honour and recognize 
leadership, professional excel-
lence, lifetime commitment 

and significant contributions 
to the profession, O’Donnell’s 
certificate says.

And amongst the 200 
chefs who were at the con-
ference, there was one on-
going “big conversation,” 
and that was about staffing 
problems. It’s hard to get staff, 
they agreed, it’s hard to keep 
them, and they are stressed. 
Although most customers are 
“beyond great,” O’Donnell 
says, there are also customers 
who are rude — themselves 
possibly stressed as a result of 
the pandemic — and when 
they take it out on the young 
person behind the counter, it 
doesn’t end well, often result-
ing in tears and meltdowns.

“There are customers who 
just don’t know how to be 
kind anymore,” she says.

Stressed-out staff want 
to put in their hours and go 
home — they don’t want to 
volunteer for helping with the 
Canada Day Cake, O’Donnell 
adds. 

“Young people have had a 
really difficult time during the 
pandemic. It’s really stressed 
them, and it’s changed their 
lives.”

COVID, she says, “has 
made running a business in 
town much harder. It’s every-
where. But we’re lucky to be in 
business.”

So part of her message as 
she reflects on this year’s cake 
is about being kinder, more 
compassionate, and more un-
derstanding of others.

O’Donnell was at an 

event at St. Mark’s Church to 
honour Donald Combe last 
Sunday, a long-time friend of 
hers. She donated the dessert 
for the evening, and says how 
good it felt to be part of some-
thing so positive, that was all 
about community, and saying 
thank you.

“We all have to step back 
and ask, how can we be kind, 
how can we be helpful?”

And, she adds, “we have 
to say thank you to everyone 
who has kept our doors open, 
and 16 staff working. That’s 
a big reason for doing this 
cake.”

In the past, O’Donnell 
has tried to find donations 

of ingredients from suppliers 
— it takes a lot of flour and 
fondant to make an elaborate 
eight-foot by five-foot cake 
—and has also sought cash 
donations to offset the cost. 
This year, she’s decided not to 
do that.

“How do we go out to 
other businesses and ask for 
help? We’re all in this togeth-
er, and I don’t feel we can ask 
for money.”

She’s a little concerned 
about people feeling uncom-
fortable, being “squished” 
during the crush at Simcoe 
Park when people are waiting 
for their slice of cake — there 
is always a big crowd gathered 

around it — and says there 
will be people likely wearing 
masks, even though they’re 
outside.

She is encouraging  peo-
ple to step back, leave some 
space around them, and think 
about “respect and kindness, 
and how can we show it to 
each other.”

The cake walk down 
Queen Street begins at 2:45 
p.m. July 1, making its way 
slowing through the crowd at 
Simcoe Park, led by the 41st 
Regiment of Foot Fife and 
Drum Corps accompanying 
a giant cake, concluding in the 
park with the slicing, usually 
beginning around 3:30 p.m.
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Christopher Bowron*** .................... 905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** ...................................... 905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ........................ 905-651-2977
Victoria Bolduc* ............................... 905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* ................................. 905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ................................ 905-468-1256
Nicole Vanderperk* .......................... 905-941-4585

Viviane Elltoft* .................................. 905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ................................ 905-380-8012
Jane Elltoft* ...................................... 905-988-8776
Cheryl Carmichael* .......................... 905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* ................................. 905-685-2458
Christine Bruce* ............................... 905-328-9703
Linda Williams* ................................ 905-401-4240

Caroline Polgrabia* .......................... 905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ............................ 905-933-4983
Weston Miller* .................................. 289-213-8681
Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez* ........ 905-328-2145
Ricky Watson* ................................. 905-246-3387

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

The Highest Total Volume of 
Local Sales for the Past Decade

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

33 COTTAGE STREET
$3,198,000

MLS 40275024 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

5401 HURON STREET – NIAGARA FALLS
$599,000

MLS 4028676 • Thomas Elltoft and Jane Elltoft

532 VICTORIA STREET
$1,050,000

MLS 40268125 • Patricia Atherton and Caroline Polgrabia

1 WESLEY AVENUE
$868,000

MLS 40259886 • Thomas Elltoft and Ricky Watson

646 KING STREET 
$1,249,000

MLS 40273038 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

8 SETTLERS COURT
$2,695,000

MLS 40249154 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

282 CREEK ROAD
$829,000

MLS 40267078 • Cheryl Carmichael

1611 OLD LAKESHORE ROAD
$1,198,000

MLS 40278559 • Thomas Elltoft

OPEN HOUSE  SUN. 2-4

SOLD
SOLD

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative
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Celebrations all day long at Fort George
Canada Day activities end
with fire works display

Arts collective scavenger hunt back for Canada Day
Fun event an opportunity
to learn about local artists

People fill the fort as dusk approaches, waiting for the fireworks that draw the celebration to a close. (Photo supplied)

The Upper Canada Native Art gallery is one of the locations to visit on the Canada Day scavenger 
hunt. (Photo supplied)
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When Canada Day cele-
brations wind down in Sim-
coe Park, the Friends of Fort 
George and Parks Canada 
ramp up festivities that will 
have been ongoing during the 
day.

Once the annual cake pa-
rade has reached the park, led 
by the 41st Regiment Fife and 
Drum Corps, and the cake is 
sliced and served to the public, 
free of charge, the focus shifts 
to the fort.

Fort George National 
Historic Site is open Canada 
Day from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., 

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Arts Collective is hosting its 
second Canada Day scavenger 
hunt, offering an opportunity 
for residents and visitors to get 

with no admission charge.   
Throughout the day, visitors 
can tour the buildings, visit 
with costumed interpreters, 
and enjoy a musket demon-
stration.

There will be cold drinks 
and treats available from 2 to 
4 p.m. inside the fort.   Food 
trucks will be on site starting 
at 4 p.m.  Evening entertain-
ment starts at 6:30 p.m. with 
the kiddie militia and drill, 
followed by a presentation by 
the Fort George Infantry, and 
Fife and Drum Corps.

Funds raised by the sale 
of food by the Friends of Fort 
George will help to support 
summer student employment 

to know more about the local 
visual arts community.

Professional visual artists, 
and art gallery representatives 
in NOTL created the collective 
a year ago, led by Lise Andrea-
na, chair of the Niagara Pum-
phouse Arts Centre. She orga-

opportunities at Fort George 
and Brock’s Monument.

On stage will be The Howl-
ing Horns, an eight-piece horn 
band featuring music from 
blues to dance to classic rock.

At 10 p.m., a spectacular 

nized the first scavenger hunt 
in 2021 as a way to introduce 
their collective network and 
local art.

Participants in the event 
are given clues and led to var-
ious artworks and locations 
throughout town.

The entry form with the 
rules and instructions to play 
can be downloaded from the 
collective website, notlartscol-

fireworks display will once 
again close the evening, by 
the award-winning fireworks 
company, Garden City Fire-
works.

The events are all free for 
the public, funded by generous 

lective.ca; or picked up from 
any of its six member galleries, 
including the Niagara Pump-
house Arts Centre. All entry 
forms with correct answers will 
be entered into a draw on July 

donations and support from 
the Department of Canadian 
Heritage, The Town of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, Parks Canada, 
local businesses and individual 
supporters.

For more information on 

2 for a chance to win amazing 
prizes.

Another draw will be held at 
the Pumphouse on Canada Day 
for a chance to win an original 
artwork by local artist and mem-

the Canada Day festivities in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, visit 
the Friends of Fort George 
Canada Day event page at 
http://www.friendsoffort 
g e o r g e . c a / c a n a d a - d ay / 
index.html 

ber Sharon Frayne. Now in its 
second year, Peter Domarchuk 
is hosting a raffle to help pro-
mote visual arts in town.

Entry forms are now avail-
able in the Walker Gallery to be 
filled out in person.

The Niagara Pumphouse 
Arts Centre will be open during 
Canada Day weekend July 1, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m., and July 2 and 3, 
11 a.m. to 4 .pm.

Correct entries will be en-
tered into a draw for a chance 
to win one of three gift certif-
icates donated by the Sandtrap 
Pub & Grill.

Penny Coles
The Local
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w w w. t h e e y e d o c . c a

358 Mary St., Unit 7, NOTL  |   9 0 5 . 4 6 8 . 8 0 0 2
8 Secord Dr., St. Catharines  |   9 0 5 . 6 8 2 . 9 1 1 9

Most people can wear contact lenses safely and 
comfortably for 14-16 hours daily, but our eyes 
usually do a pretty good job of letting us know 
when it’s time to remove them. If your eyes start to 
feel irritated, dry, or itchy, it’s time to give your eyes 
a breather!

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca



11notllocal.com

The Canada Day run began 15 years ago, and has been held in 
other areas, coming to NOTL for the first time this year. (Photo 
supplied)
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Canada Day 5K, Kids 1K
coming to NOTL

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
will be the site of its first 
Canada Day five-kilome-
tre run this year, brought 
to town by the same folks 
who hosted the Santa Run 
in Simcoe Park last No-
vember.

It’s the VR Pro Canada 
Day run’s 15th anniversary, 
and is expected to attract 
about 300 to 400 runners 
and walkers who will leave 
Since Park from the Byron 
Street entrance.

“We are super excited to 
be in NOTL and have our 
inaugural Canada Day race 
there,” says Kelly Arnott, 
co-founder of VR Pro.

The number of Canada 
Day runners would typ-
ically be higher, but with 
July 1 falling on a Friday, 
many regular participants 
are away at cottages or have 
other travel plans for the 
long weekend, she says.

The run will be rais-
ing funds for the Niagara 
Health Foundation, to con-
tribute to the new Niagara 
Falls hospital build.

She is very grateful for 
the great support the run is 
receiving, including from 
the town.

The first event of the 
day will be the Kids 1K 
race, which will start at 
8:40 a.m. July 1. Parents 
and families are encour-
aged to participate in this 
event with the kids.

The next event will be 

the Canada Day 5K race 
which will start at 9 a.m. 
and is open to runners 
and walkers of all ages and 
abilities. The route will 
take participants along 
the scenic walking trails of 
NOTL, and through Niag-
ara parks, Arnott says. Ev-
eryone who participates 
in the race will get a crys-
tal finisher medal, a Cana-
da Day celebration T-shirt, 
and more, the race director 
promises.

Runners and spectators 
will be encouraged to at-
tend the Rotary breakfast 
in the park, she says.

VR Pro hosted an inau-
gural  Santa five-kilometre 
in NOTL in December, 

in collaboration with The 
Irish Harp, with hundreds 
of runners and walkers 
dressed in Santa suits.

“Our Niagara-on-the- 
Lake Santa 5K was such 
a success that we want-
ed to put on another race 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
as soon as we could,” said 
Arnott. “We are excited to 
be working with the town 
and local businesses once 
again to host our Canada 
Day 5K.” 

VR Pro Inc. has host-
ed running events in the 
GTA and beyond for over 
25 years, and has contrib-
uted more than $3 million 
to local charities, including 
Joseph Brant Hospital. 

Penny Coles
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The last time Artistry by the Lake was held in NOTL was 2019, with artists and artisans selling 
their work, including Aaron Grant with his map of Canada carved of wood.

Artistry by the Lake 
Canada Day weekend
The Niagara-on-the- 

Lake Chamber of Com-
merce is once again present-
ing Artistry by the Lake.

It is a juried show of 

more than 80 artists and ar-
tisans, taking place in beau-
tiful Queen’s Royal Park 
overlooking the mouth of 
the Niagara River and Lake 
Ontario, with no charge for 
admission.

It offers a marketplace 
for artists and artisans pro-
ducing original, high-quali-
ty handcrafted works.

Artistry by the Lake runs 
July 1, 2 and 3, from 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Local Staff

p e t e r d @ r o y a l l e p a g e . c a

direct 905.401.8727
office 905.468.4214

One of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s greatest natural resources is its artistic community. 
Looking back in history, there are many societies which missed valuing the enriched 
cultural environment they were living in. Think about Dutch painter Vincent van Gogh 
who was only understood and appreciated after he passed. It is important to note 
that the last van Gogh original visual artwork, “Labourer in a Field” from 1889, went 
for $81 million at a New York sale in 2017. In Niagara-on-the-Lake, we are surrounded 
and living with the world’s greatest visual artists, and to experience them and their 
insights we only have to travel to the Niagara Pumphouse Arts Centre on Ricardo Street. 
Display areas and art development programs greet every visitor. To incentivise a visit, 
anyone who comes to the Niagara-on-the-Lake Pumphouse Arts centre in June can 
enter a free draw for an exciting and fabulous original artwork by Niagara-on-the-Lake 
artist and award winning author, Sharon Frayne. So, love yourself deeply and bring joy 
to your life and have fun participating in a free original art draw sponsored by Peter 
Domarchuk Niagara-on-the-Lake Royal LePage, Wholehearted Real Estate

Visit niagarapumphouse.ca

Enter a FREE artwork draw 
held on July 1st, 2022

featuring an original painting 
by Niagara-on-the-Lake 
visual artist and award 

winning writer Sharon Frayne.
Drop by the Pumphouse Art Centre 

on 247 Ricardo Street to enter.

For details, visit me on 
Instagram @peterdomarchuk or  
Facebook @peter.domarchuk

Not intended to solicit parties under contract. 
No purchase necessary. Contact me directly for details. www.fraynesharon.com
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A well-known business in Virgil that serves the agricultural community is willing to have artwork on its building to beautify the streetscape. (Photo supplied)
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Council agrees to advocate for nurse practitioner

Pumphouse wants street-facing art on Virgil building

The 6,000 residents of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake who 
are without a doctor in 
town have council on their 
side.

Coun. Sandra O’Con-
nor’s quest to bring a 
third nurse practitioner to 
NOTL, one who would care 
for residents who are not 
rostered patients of the Ni-
agara North Family Health 
Team, as well as visitors, has 
taken a step forward.

At Monday night’s 

The Niagara Pump-
house Arts Centre wants 
to beautify Niagara Stone 
Road through Virgil to co-
incide with a regional road 
reconstruction planned for 
the summer of 2023.

With a 28-year his-
tory of promoting art 
through many programs 
and events, Lise Andrea-
na told councillors Mon-

council meeting, O’Con-
nor explained the position 
would be funded by Niag-
ara Health, operated as a 
walk-in clinic staffed by a 
nurse practitioner, who she 
described as a health care 
professional somewhere 
between a registered nurse 
and a doctor.

“When the nurse prac-
titioner in this position left 
on maternity leave a few 
years ago, Niagara Health 
did not replace her. Upon 
return from maternity leave 
she was redeployed to as-
sist with COVID activities 

day, the mission of the 
pumphouse is to engage, 
enrich and celebrate the 
diverse and growing pop-
ulation through visual 
arts. Their goals are to 
advocate for local artists 
and increase the quali-
ty of cultural tourism in  
Niagara-on-the-Lake, and 
to that end, Andreana  
was proposing a project to 
help the town “achieve its 
goals for Virgil beautifica-
tion.”

under the provincial emer-
gencies act,” O’Connor told 
councillors.

O’Connor, Lord Mayor 
Betty Disero and a team of 
other advocates, spearhead-
ed by Bonnie Bagnulo, the 
executive director of the  
NOTL Community Pallia-
tive Care Service, met with 
representatives of Niagara 
Health, “and we are making 
progress,” she said.

“The lines of commu-
nication are open and Ni-
agara Health has agreed to 
further our discussions on 
how the town of NOTL and 

One of the pumphouse 
projects is in its fourth year 
of improving the streets-
cape through hydro box 
beautification, implement-
ed in several areas of the 
Old Town.

Andreana wants to 
work with Arnie Lepp, 
owner of Niagara Ochard 
and Vineyard, and local 
artist Ron Clavier to have 
one of Clavier’s paintings 
that represents the agricul-
tural community replicat-

Niagara Health can collab-
orate on opportunities to 
build a healthier Niagara.”  

“The money is still 
there” to fund the position, 
they were told by Niagara 
Health.

“NOTL has the highest 
percentage of Niagara resi-
dents 65 years of age or old-
er, with over 30 per cent in 
that category,” said O’Con-
nor. “No other municipality 
in the Niagara Region is 30 
per cent or greater. Why is 
this important? Because the 
older the patient, the more 
complex the health issues 

ed on the side of the Niag-
ara Stone Road building. 
It will improve the streets-
cape by introducing visual 
art to public-facing build-
ings, she said.

Andreana estimated the 
project will cost $20,000, 
and was at council to ask 
the town to fund it.

The project has been 
endorsed by grower Kai 
Wiens, who called it “a 
rare chance to marry art, 
culture, tourism, and ag-

being considered and the 
greater the need for health 
services.” 

The Niagara North 
Family Health Team cur-
rently has the longest wait 
list for a doctor that they 
have ever had, she said.  

“I have spoken to medi-
cal professionals in NOTL, 
and they all agree that we 
need this Niagara Health 
nurse practitioner.”  

“The Ontario Medi-
cal Association stated that 
healthcare is an infrastruc-
ture and that municipalities 
have a role to play in ad-

riculture in one beauti-
ful package. Let’s not lose 
this moment but embrace 
this rare moment of part-
nership for generations to 
come,” he said.

Councillors discussed 
sending the request to staff 
to consider in the 2023 
budget, but Coun. Erwin 
Wiens said while he loves 
the idea, he would like to 
see a fundraiser to help pay 
for it, in particular asking 
the agricultural communi-

vocating for the healthcare 
needs of their community,” 
she continued, “and recom-
mends creating an advoca-
cy plan.” 

Her motion that an ad-
vocacy plan for the return 
of the nurse practitioner 
position funded by Niagara 
Health be developed and 
executed was supported by 
council, and will start the 
process. Showing Niagara 
Health the statistics, show-
ing them what services we 
have here, and more im-
portant, what we don’t have 
here, is the next step.”

ty to contribute.
After a brief discussion, 

councillors agreed there 
is no rush to approve it,  
although Lord Mayor Betty 
Disero said she would like 
to see it installed as soon 
as possible following next 
year’s road reconstruction.

Council approved a 
motion to endorse the 
project, ask staff for a re-
port back, and seek dona-
tions from the agricultural 
community to help fund it.
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REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

FREE HOME 
EVALUATIOn
LOCAL • EXPERIENCED • TRUSTED

SEBASTIAN 
SERNIAK

Sales Representative

CALL OR TEXT CALL OR TEXT 
SEBASTIAN DIRECTSEBASTIAN DIRECT
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As quickly as tulip bulbs were dug up from town flower beds, they were ready 
to be sold at the community centre. The sale of the gently-used bulbs, which 
will produce beautiful tulips next spring, was first implemented by Disero  
in 2019 to raise money for tree plantings in the community. Coun. Sandra  
O’Connor was at the community centre to help Friday, as locals snapped up the 
bulbs. (Dave Gilchrist)
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Efforts on two fronts planning for community education
Efforts to have public 

school boards recognize 
the needs of education in 
rural communities have 
been moving along in re-
cent years, on two different 
fronts.

A motion requested by 
Jim Collard, a former town 
councillor in NOTL, about 
potential changes to On-
tario’s education policies, 
was approved by council 
Monday.

In information Lord 
Mayor Betty Disero pre-
sented to councillors 
during their discussion 
with Collard when he 
made his request last week 
about other local plans, 
mother and provincial 
policy director Caroline 
Polgrabia joked that she 
was “outed.” She has been 
working behind the scenes 
for about eight years, since 
Parliament Oak closed, 
with a group of local peo-

ple dedicated to offering 
some form of community 
education in town.

While Collard’s pro-
vincial school alliance has 
reached the point of being 
ready to ask for municipal 
support, Polgrabia says she 
too is ready to go the pub-
lic, “99 per cent sure” her 
group will have something 
tangible for parents and 
high school students by 
this September.

Polgrabia grew up in 
town, attending Parlia-
ment Oak and Niagara 
District Secondary School. 
She was living in Toronto 
and working for the prov-
ince when she decided to 
come home and raise her 
children in NOTL, envi-
sioning them following 
her footsteps through the 
halls of the two schools she  
attended.

Instead, her children are 
now at St. Michael Catho-
lic Elementary School, and 
while her ultimate goal is 
to eventually have a public 

high school in NOTL, she 
doesn’t expect it to be in 
time for her kids.

She is starting with 
small steps, providing 
space for something sim-
ilar to a supervised study 
hall, allowing high school 
students to gather in their 
community after school 
hours.

Collard, a member of 
the provincial Communi-
ty Schools Alliance, said 
the educational policy of 
the past two decades in 
Ontario has resulted in the 
amalgamation of smaller 
local schools into larger 
buildings, and often the 
closure of schools in small-
er communities. Instead 
of attending school with-
in their local community, 
many students are forced 
to attend schools in com-
munities further away 
from home. 

That has occurred in 
NOTL, as Polgrabia and 
many parents have experi-
enced since the closure of 

NDSS, despite concerted 
efforts of the community 
to keep it open.

The trend toward bus-
ing rural and smaller-com-
munity students into oth-
er communities can have 
wide-ranging impacts on 
the health, well-being, 
and stability of students, 
parents, and affected com-
munities. The impacts of 
these closures may also 
not be immediately ap-
parent, with potentially 
longer-term impacts being 
experienced decades later 
with negative economic 
competitiveness and so-
cioeconomic outcomes, a 
Community Schools Alli-
ance document says.

A recent study by West-
ern University, also ref-
erenced by the alliance, 
showed small rural and 
northern communities 
with schools tend to have 
more private amenities 
and more public services 
than those without schools; 
that closing a school in a 
single-school community 
threatens the future exis-
tence of those amenities 
and services, and the qual-
ity of life of the families liv-
ing there; and that closing  
a school also reduces the 
ability to attract new growth 
and economic development 
to the community. 

Unfortunately, Collard 
said, under the current ed-
ucation governance model, 
local area municipalities 
have little influence over 
school board capital infra-
structure decisions.

The alliance says minis-
try, school boards, and mu-
nicipalities need to work 
together to develop poli-
cies that address planning 
for declining enrolments, 
the accommodation re-
view committee process, 
a review of funding to ru-
ral and small communi-
ty schools, and improved 
transparency and account-
ability in capital infrastruc-
ture decision-making. 

The alliance is asking 
for an increase to funding 
for the rural and north-

ern education fund, which 
supports students in those 
schools; and that a morato-
rium on accommodation 
reviews remain in place for 
the schools until a thor-
ough review of the edu-
cation funding formula is 
completed.

Collard asked for a mo-
tion be passed by council-
lors to adopt those resolu-
tions, saying “all students 
should have the opportu-
nity to attend elementary 
and secondary school in 
their home community.”

The motion includes 
that there be consultation 
with school boards and 
community groups, in-
cluding the community 
school alliance regarding 
pupil accommodation re-
view guideline templates 
are developed.

Coun. Gary Burroughs 
moved Collard’s motion, 
and added that staff should 
meet with the school board 
to discuss new schools in 
the community, both high 
schools and elementary 
schools.

Lord Mayor Betty Dis-
ero assured councillors 
those discussions are al-
ready occurring at some 
level with residents in-
volved, referring to Pol-
grabia’s plan, although she 
wasn’t prepared to share 
the details.

Coun. Clare Camer-
on agreed that meetings 
between board and town 
staff should happen peri-
odically, and that the town 
should try to rebuild its re-
lationship with the board. 
There is a lot of emotion 
over past issues, and a lot 
of sadness that “the young-
er portion of our popu-
lation has been treated as 
invisible,” she said.

Although there was 
some discussion about a 
school in Glendale down 
the road, “Glendale is 
exciting, but it’s a huge 
long-term plan, and we’re 
a broad municipality,” 
said Cameron, cautioning 
against hanging too much 
on one place, that is still so 

far down the road.
Coun. Wendy Chero-

pita suggested “now is the 
time to look forward. The 
population is growing, and 
our strategic plan is look-
ing at attracting families,” 
she said. “Now is the time 
for action and solutions.”

Coun. Erwin Wiens 
said the town should move 
forward with a business 
model identified. “If we 
don’t have a plan in place, 
they won’t listen to us.”

There was unanimous 
support for Burroughs’ 
motion as requested by 
Collard and the Commu-
nity Schools Alliance, and 
further that staff confi-
dante meetings with both 
Niagara school boards to 
discuss the possibility of 
new schools in NOTL.

Polgrabia has a plan, 
and is trying to build a  
relationship with the 
school boards. She said al-
though they are not ready 
to help her yet, “they didn’t 
say no,” leaving the door 
open for support when the 
time is right.

She plans an informa-
tion session for parents 
and students, and an open 
house to see how many 
are interested in the youth 
campus idea as a start, 
hopefully this summer.

First, she needs to nail 
down the location — she 
feels she has secured the 
right space in the right 
place, but has nothing 
signed yet.

She has people lined up 
to be mentors to the stu-
dents, but has to finalize a 
governance model.

While she is looking at 
something in her commu-
nity for local students, the 
model, she said, should be 
one that could be applied 
in all rural communities

This is just a start, she 
added, hoping to one day 
be able to offer curriculum 
programming, immersive, 
hands-on learning, sports 
— taking the lead from 
parents and students to  
offer what they are  
looking for.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Andrew Lawrie as Arjuna and Gabriella Sundar Singh as Chitra in Chitra. (David Cooper)

Adam Sergison (Corps), Andrew Lawrie as Arjuna, Jade Repeta (Corps), Caitlyn MacInnis (Corps), Gabriella Sundar Singh as Chitra and David Andrew Reid 
(Corps) in Chitra, at the Royal George Theatre. (David Cooper)
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Gender politics on display in one-act play at Shaw
On the surface, George 

Bernard Shaw and his con-
temporary, Bengali poet, 
playwright, visual artist and 
composer Rabindranath 
Tagore, were worlds apart. 
But a deeper dig into their 
turn of the century works 
reveals some stunning sim-
ilarities. 

Kimberly Rampersad is 
directing and choreograph-
ing Tagore’s one-act play 
Chitra, to be performed at 
Shaw’s Royal George The-
atre until Oct. 8. She first 
chose the play back in 2017 
when she was a Neil Mun-
ro Directing Intern at Shaw. 
The gender politics, as well 
as the similarities between 
Chitra and Shaw’s Mrs. War-
ren’s Profession, drew her to 
Tagore’s work. 

“It blew my mind, the 
idea that Kitty and Vivie 
argue aspects of feminism,” 
Rampersad says of the two 
central characters in Shaw’s 
play, written in 1893 and 
first performed in London 
in 1902. “A gentleman wrote 
that. That big theme of the 
‘new woman,’ which runs 
through many of Shaw’s 
plays, also runs through this 
play.”

Chitra is Tagore’s own 
English translation of his 
dance drama Chitrangada, 
was written in his native lan-
guage in 1892 and translated 
in 1913. The story follows 
the title character, the war-
rior princess of Manipur 
and the only heir of King 
Chitravahana. Raised as a 
boy, she embraces the war-
rior spirit, becoming a par-
ticularly skilled archer. 

But after a chance en-
counter with the warrior 
hero Arjuna, Chitra begs the 
gods for perfect beauty in an 
attempt to win his love and 
affection. 

“Something is sparked 
in her,” Rampersad explains. 
“It’s her womanhood, her 
sexuality, her self-awareness. 
That awakening takes her 
on a journey to her new self, 
where she is able to reconcile 
all aspects of herself.”

In that storyline, Chitra 
embodies the ‘new woman’ 
both literally and figurative-
ly, as she begins to discover 
her own femininity. In to-
day’s era of acceptance of 
gender fluidity, Chitra the 
play holds a special kind of 
relevance. 

“I hope that with peo-
ple’s awareness they can see 
that every human being has 
aspects of femininity and 
masculinity in them,” says 
Rampersad. “It’s not about 
gender, it’s about the human 
experience. I hope that ev-
eryone who has ever had a 
moment when something 
within them didn’t necessar-
ily jive with how they think 
the world perceives how 
they should be, can identify 
with that.”

The Winnipeg native 
says Gabriella Sundar Singh, 
in her fifth season at Shaw, is 
brilliant in the title role. 

“Not only is she a great 
actor,” raves Rampersad, 
“she’s also trained in a form 
of classical Indian dance. 
She’s able to bring all of 
those worlds together in the 
portrayal of Chitra. She is 
so comfortable in her body, 
she’s able to move like the 
warrior, and also embody 
the other aspect of herself 
when she becomes beauti-
ful.”

Andrew Lawrie, a veter-
an of both Shaw and Strat-
ford Festivals, plays the role 
of Arjuna. 

“He does a lot of espe-
cially comedic plays, and 
he’s very talented,” Ramper-
sad says of Lawrie. “It’s won-
derful to see him stepping 
into that leading man role, 
watching him lean into that. 
We first worked together on 
this in 2017, and then last 
year during COVID we did 
a reading of Chitra in the 
garden behind the Royal 
George Theatre. So all three 
times he’s been involved.”

Rampersad herself is in 
her seventh season at Shaw. 
She is currently knocking 
everyone’s baseball socks 
off as the sexy temptress 
and devil’s assistant Lola in 
Damn Yankees. Rampersad 
is also learning the ropes 
as associate artistic director 
under Shaw’s Tim Carroll. 

“I stepped into the po-
sition in March, 2020,” she 
explains. “I never imagined 
I would ever be in artistic 
leadership when I started 
my career, but that’s how it 
has unfolded. I am learning 
about all aspects of a theatre 
company.” 

Of working with Carroll, 
Rampersad says she is fortu-
nate to get a chance to pick 
his brain in twice-weekly 
sessions together.

“I hope that I function 
as his privy council, or his 
senate. What’s great, too, is 
there’s reciprocity. It’s not 
just him asking for my gaze 
on something, but I can 
also present plays, ideas and 
ways of working, and I know 
that I will be heard.”

Rampersad’s parents im-
migrated from Trinidad and 
Tobago in 1969. She grad-
uated from the University 
of Manitoba with a degree 
in political science. She also 
earned her dance teacher’s 
certificate through the Roy-
al Winnipeg Ballet School,  
and was on the faculty there 
for four years. Later, she 
became a   full-time dance  
clinician with the Winni-
peg School Division and 
helped write the dance cur-
riculum for the Province of 
Manitoba’s Department of  
Education.

She was at Stratford in 
2014 when she came to 
Shaw to audition for Sweet 
Charity, scheduled to run 
the following year. She 
booked that play and also 
performed in Pygmalion 
that season. Seven years 
later, she’s still here, and has 
moved full time to Niagara- 
on-the-Lake, embracing life 
in town to its fullest. 

“My first love is dance,” 
she says. “Dancing led to 
musical theatre, and that’s 
brought me to the career I 
have now.”

Her dance moves are a 
major highlight in Damn 
Yankees, while directing and 
choreographing Chitra has 
given Rampersad further 

opportunity to draw on her 
first love.

Tagore’s original one-act 
play was written in verse, 
but 44 years later the Nobel 
Prize winner rewrote it as a 
dance drama. 

“We combine elements 

of his original play with 
his dance drama,” explains 
Rampersad. “For example, 
Chitra is an archer, and the 
archery is performed as 
dance. The plot is driven for-
ward throughout as dance.”

Chitra continues at the 

Royal George Theatre on 
Queen Street with about a 
dozen performances per 
month until Oct. 8. The one-
act play begins at 11:30 a.m. 
and runs just under an hour. 
To plan your lunchtime visit, 
go to shawfest.com.

Mike Balsom
The Local
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Alex Pangman and the Sweet Hots
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Pangman, Aglukark headline concerts at St. Mark’s
Music Niagara Festival’s 

24th season continues this 
Friday with a 4 p.m. perfor-
mance on the grounds of the 
beautiful McArthur Estate on 
John Street East in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake. 

The Sweet Hots turn the 
clock back to the 1930s for a 
set of old-time jazz and blues 
Friday, June 24. The trio fea-
tures vocalist Alex Pangman 

with Drew Jurecka on violin 
and Nathan Hiltz on guitar.

“They’re both virtuosic on 
their instrument,” Pangman 
enthuses about her band-
mates. “They’re great at what 
they do and they’re also really 
fond of the music of the 1930s 
as well. It’s a really great part-
nership.”

With her love of what’s 
known as the Great American 
Songbook, the 45-year-old 
Pangman has become known 
as Canada’s Sweetheart of 

Swing. Since her 1999 debut 
album They Say, produced 
by the late Jeff Healey, Pang-
man has released close to 10 
albums either under her own 
name or with her other band, 
the Alleycats. Each features 
her take on classics and lesser- 
known numbers from the era 
of the 78 rpm record, as well 
as her own original composi-
tions. 

“The melodies are beau-
tiful,” she says of the songs of 
that decade, “they have a lot of 

depth to them. Same thing for 
the lyrics. Irving Berlin, Cole 
Porter, these are poets set to 
music that you can dance to. 
The rhythms, the melodies, 
the lyrics, I’m drawn to them, 
they speak to all the human 
emotions.”

Pangman talks of how 
that music, book-ended by 
the first and second World 
Wars, saw people through 
much adversity during diffi-
cult times. 

“When COVID hit,” she 

adds, “it was like this music 
was perfect to soothe our 
troubled minds, distract our 
hearts, and give us some joy 
when sometimes that was 
hard to find.”

Pangman herself is no 
stranger to adversity. Born 
with cystic fibrosis, Pangman 
has undergone two double 
lung transplants, one in 2008 
and another in 2013, shortly 
after opening for Willie Nel-
son at Toronto’s Massey Hall. 
She has since become an ad-
vocate for organ transplants, 
crediting her own donors for 
saving her life twice. 

Due to her ongoing im-
mune system issues, the pan-
demic meant that she has had 
to keep away from public per-
formance longer than most. 
She has stayed busy with The 
Sweet Hots, though,  per-
forming regular monthly 
online concerts for the past 
24 months. The outdoor Mu-
sic Niagara show will be one 
of Pangman’s first in-person 
performances in almost two 
years.

Next week, three-time 
Juno Award-winning art-
ist Susan Aglukark visits St. 
Mark’s Anglican Church to 
close out June for a show 
billed as an Artist Life Stories 
performance. 

Curated and hosted by 
Cameron Smillie, the Thurs-
day, June 30 Music Niagara 
Festival event will see Aglu-

kark sharing stories of her 
upbringing in Nunavut, the 
abuse she suffered as a young 
girl, her landmark musical 
success in the 1990s and her 
current work with the Arctic 
Rose Foundation. In between, 
she’ll step to the microphone 
next to two members of her 
band to play and sing songs 
such as Oh Siem and Still 
Running. 

“In the early years, I left 
home to leave, not to pursue a 
public life,” Aglukark remem-
bers. “I wasn’t even a singer or 
a songwriter.” 

Then came 1992’s Arctic 
Rose on EMI Records, follow-
ing her self-released Dreams 
For You.

“When your major label 
debut album starts to chart, 
then hits number one, sud-
denly you are headlining. It 
was a lot of playing catch-up.”

Aglukark says she was in 
a state of ‘ilira’, the Inuit word 
for emotional fear. She was 
always deferring, waiting for 
someone to bring her to her 
next gig. When Oh Siem hit 
in 1995, her career rocketed 
into yet another stratosphere. 

“There couldn’t have 
been a better song to create, 
to write, even the video,” she 
says. “Everything about that 
song set the tone for what 
would be the last 25 years of 
my career. I am very proud 

Mike Balsom 
The Local

Continued on page 17
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Arctic Rose Project helps Indigenous youth

Aglukark’s humanitarian award helps her help others
of it. Every time I sing it it 
reminds me of that time. It 
brought calm to me then, and 
that’s what I needed.” 

Oh Siem topped the Ca-
nadian country and adult 
contemporary charts that 
year, and made it to num-
ber three on the pop top 40. 
It was the first top-10 hit in 
Canada for an Inuk perform-
er and acted as the centrepiece 
of Aglukark’s fourth album, 
This Child, which went triple  
platinum. 

The song’s lyrics alternate 
between English and Inukti-
tut, and are set to a joyful beat 
as they protest against racism 
and prejudice. There’s a beau-
ty in Aglukark’s message that 
is underscored by the beau-
ty of the melody. “We are all 
family”, she sings, suggesting 
that there is room for all cul-
tures and races to understand 
and love each other. 

“Twenty-five years later, 
so much has changed, but so 
much has stayed the same,” 
she says of her best-known 
hit. “When you hear parts of 
the song, you say ‘okay, I get it 
now, I got it then, and I get it 
now differently in some ways.’ 
It’s a gentle, nudged statement 
song.”

Her life changed in the 
ensuing years. Five more al-

bums followed between 1999 
and 2013, each of them in-
cluding songs that shed light 
on the issues facing Canada’s 
Indigenous peoples. In 2005 
she was named an Officer in 
the Order of Canada, and her 
continued success allowed 
her to actually do something 
about those issues. 

In 2012, Aglukark started 
the Arctic Rose Project in an 
effort to help address hunger, 
homelessness and the health 
and wellness of Inuit children 
and youth. The organization 
received charitable status in 
2016 and became the Arctic 
Rose Foundation. Its mandate 
expanded to support North-
ern Inuit, First Nations and 
Métis youth, promote emo-
tional and mental wellness, 
and connect participants with 
their culture through arts-
based programming.

This May, Aglukark was 
the 2022 recipient of the Hu-
manitarian Award presented 
by Music Canada at the 51st 
Annual Juno Awards in To-
ronto. The award recognizes 
an outstanding Canadian art-
ist or industry leader whose 
humanitarian contributions 
have positively enhanced the 
social fabric of Canada and 
beyond. Past winners include 
Buffy Sainte-Marie, Neil 
Young, Bryan Adams, Sarah 
McLachlan, Tom Jackson and 
Bruce Cockburn.

“It was truly an honour,” 
says Aglukark. “The work 
we need to do as Indigenous 
people, especially right now 
for healing and reconcilia-
tion, really has to come from 
us. When I started working 
on the Arctic Rose Project, we 
were drawing from our lives 
as we were healing them. The 
work we do is about emotion-
al health, so that they are less 
afraid to pursue success in 
their lives.”

She says she was at first 
reluctant to accept the award, 
but came around after realiz-
ing that it was an opportunity 
to share the award with and to 
introduce the team that is do-
ing the work. Youth involved 
with Arctic Rose were invited 
to the Junos to share in Aglu-
kark’s recognition. 

The June 30 performance 
will see Aglukark talking with 
Smillie about Arctic Rose and 
many other experiences and 
occurrences during her 30-
year career.

“He touches on the ear-
ly years of my career,” she 
says, “and he talks about the 
transition. We’ll look at what  
I’ve learned as an artist, and 
even the business side of mu-
sic. The songwriting, the sto-
ries and the culture, too. And 
we give time to why healing 
must come before or along-
side the reconciliation con-
versation.”

And in between the top-
ics, she’ll take the microphone 
to sing some of her hits, in-
cluding one or two from her 
new album The Crossing, her 
10th, released this past April. 

“We’ll take questions from 
the audience, too,” adds Aglu-
kark, who has done these Art-
ist Life Stories shows about six 
times with Smillie. “A lot of 

the questions centre on what 
non-Indigenous people can 
do to support and acknowl-
edge reconciliation.”

“We walk this journey 
together,” she concludes. 
“We have to change the lens 
through which we view those 
generations of Indigenous 
people. We all have to start on 
the same page. We don’t know 

what that page is yet, but we 
have to correct the narrative. 
We are all correcting it, and 
healing from this.”

Tickets for both Alex 
Pangman and the Hot Sweets 
(June 24, 4 p.m.) and Susan 
Aglukark’s Artist Life Stories 
performance (June 30, 8 p.m.) 
are available at musicniagara.
org.

Continued from page 16
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Heritage Trail committee chair Rick Meloen thanks Sean Webster for the generous donation from 
Canopy Growth. (Photos by Cheryl Morris)

Sean Webster, director of government relations for Canopy Growth, attended the unveiling of 
a plaque recognizing the contributions of the company, which is now selling its NOTL facilities.

June 22, 2022                THE NOTLLocal

Heritage Trail committee recognizes Canopy Growth
Last week the Heritage 

Trail Committee recog-
nized the significant con-
tribution from Canopy 
Growth for the construc-
tion of phase 1 of the Up-
per Canada Heritage Trail.

Their donation of 

$40,000 allowed for the 
completion of the trail to 
East and West Line, said 
trail committee chair Rick 
Meloen.

On top of that do-
nation, Sean Webster of 
Canopy Growth was also 
instrumental in the plant-
ing of trees along the trail, 
connecting with Niagara 

College and Forests On-
tario to obtain and pay 
for about 50 trees. With 
volunteers and help from 
town staff these trees, all 
native species, were plant-
ed on the trail from Char-
lotte Street to East and 
West Line, said Meloen.

“We are very thankful 
for the generous donation 

from Canopy Growth and 
for their continued interest 
in the trail.”

Looking ahead to the 
next stage, and the need 
for more fundraising, the 
Heritage Trail committee 
is planning a five-kilome-
tre fun run and two-kilo-
metre dog fun walk on Sat-
urday, Sept 24. The events 

will take place at Memo-
rial Park, where the race 
will begin, and will involve 
runners and walkers start-
ing at different times.

The run will follow the 
trails through Parks Can-
ada property to the Her-
itage Trail, then to East 
and West Line and back 
again. The event will be 

limited to 150 runners 
and 50 walkers and their 
canine friends. The event 
was planned and then can-
celled due to COVID, said 
Meloen, so the committee 
is especially pleased to be 
able to hold it this fall.

Check the website for 
more details or register at 
www.heritagetrail.ca

Local Staff

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

WINE BOUTIQUE 
& TASTING BAR

Open 7 Days a Week
Wine Tastings 
Offered Daily

Reservations Strongly 
Recommended for Wine Tasting

THE   
FARMHOUSE 

CAFÉ
Open For 

Lunch Daily
Reservations Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give us a call to book 
905-468-8814

Bring this ad in for 10% off lunch on any 
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday in June

Monday to Friday - 8 am to 5 pm, 
Saturday 8 am - 12 pm  

Place your order in advance and 
we can have it ready for you. 

Call 905-468-2412.

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
Open for in-store shopping 

(5 Customers at a time)



TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
118 Queen St., NOTL  |  289.868.8898

olivniagara.com
N I A G A R A

Bacon Extra Virgin Olive Oil 
50% off June 20th - 24th

                     (limit 2 per customer)

Strawberry Dark Balsamic
 Free with $65 purchase June 25th -26th

50% off June 27th - July 1st
                     (limit 2 per customer)

Flavours of the Week
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Combe ‘an evangelist for the cause’ of St. Mark’s

Julian Trachsel, Lucy McEwan, Sally Mitchell, Faye House, Elizabeth Jamieson, Jack Hanna, Eileen Hanna, Trudi Watson 
and Albertine Moxam all helped in the kitchen, and Catherine O’Donnell (right) of Willow Cakes and Pastries donated the 
dessert. (Photos by Penny Coles)

church were displayed do-
nated items for sale, as well 
as auction items, to help 
fund the next stage of cem-
etery stone restoration.

Wright told those gath-
ered in the church hall 
over a dinner to celebrate 
the guest of honour that 
Combe had asked him to 
be brief — he said it was 
intended as a fun time for 
those in attendance. How-
ever Wright listed “a few of 
Combe’s accomplishments,” 
including his host of publi-
cations; his work with the 
archives committee, which 
took on the role of caretak-
ers of the books in the Ad-
dison Library; the 100 trees 
planted on the property; 
the extensive work that has 
been done in the church’s 
historic cemetery; and the 
restoration of 21 monu-
ments in the cemetery, 
work “which will continue 
thanks to your support of 
this event today.” Called the 
Save Our Stones Dinner, 
the event was a fundraiser 
for cemetery restoration.

Wright also said a 
few words about what he 
learned over years of work-
ing with Combe.

“The gifts that he brings 
to the task of this archival 
service are many, and have 
resulted in an incredible 
legacy. Let me hasten to 
add, however, and Donald 
would be quick to point 
this out, much of it hap-
pened because he was able 
to invite others to share in 
this monumental accom-
plishment.”

 As he looked around at 
those gathered in the hall, 
Wright said he could see 
many people who have as-
sisted Combe in his work. 
“Donald knows well large 
tasks demand that we ask 
others to help. He has al-
ways been good at forming 
partnerships with others in 

the community.”
Many years ago, when 

the church parish was wres-
tling with the issue of what 
to do about the Addison 
Library, Wright recalled, 
he had invited Richard 
Landon, director of the 
Thomas Fisher Library in 
Toronto, to offer his opinion 
on how to proceed. “When 
he and his partner Marie 
arrived, we gathered in the 
crypt where the lIbrary was 
stored. It was high drama 
as Richard unpacked some 
of the books, examined 
them and turned to us and 
said, ’Do you know what 
you have here? The oldest 
private library in Canada 
west of Quebec. They are 
in great shape, bring them 
upstairs and put them on 
bookshelves.’”

His question, said 
Wright, “became a kind of 
a mantra for the archives 
committee through the 
years. Donald realized that 
if you do not know what 
you have, you might very 
well lose it. You see, only 
when we know our inheri-
tance can we can truly be-
gin the process of the work 
of preserving that legacy. 
Donald has been instru-
mental in helping us know 
what treasures we have.”

But there was one fur-
ther step which Combe 
decided to take in answer 
to a second question, said 
Wright — ‘but how will 
others know?’

“I think you came up 
with the answer because 
you do so know the history 
of this church,” he said to 
Combe. “I think you found 
your answer in the motto of 
our patron saint, Mark the 
evangelist: ‘Proclaim the 
Good News.’ Proclaim, not 
tell, not inform, not whis-
per but proclaim, to cry out. 
As an actor, Donald, you 
know that it is not simply 
about reciting the words. 
You have to convince, with 
enthusiasm, if you want 

people to get excited about 
the story.”

Like St. Mark, Wright 
said, “Combe is an evange-
list for the cause. Come to 
think of it, perhaps many 
who gather here in this 

place today do so because 
your words, your writings, 
and your example have en-
couraged us to become fel-
low evangelists.”

In Wright’s toast to 
Combe, he said, “Don-

ald, for your many efforts  
and accomplishments. You 
have helped us to appreci-
ate and celebrate our good-
ly heritage, and for that 
we will always be grateful.  
Yet I think what I admire 

most in you is that you  
continually look to the fu-
ture, to the road ahead, 
reminding us that the way 
forward at St. Mark’s has 
always been, ‘with our past 
before us.’”

Continued from page 1

Sally Mitchell, Gary Zammer and Trudi Watson helped put the event together.  Zammer was the designer and creator of the 
beautiful decorations in the church hall.
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O’CONNOR
The

Team

905. 327. 5589 cell  |  905. 468. 4214 office   |  theoconnorteam.ca

  

     
 

Wishing you a happy, safe and healthy Canada Day!
james o’connor

sales representative
margie vangelder

sales representative

Visit us in our new location
118 Queen St., NOTL  

289.868.8898 
olivniagara.com

1501 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil    
905-468-7241  |  silkscountrykitchen.com

242 Mary St., Unit 6, NOTL  |  289-868-9607
Store hours:  DAILY 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
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Get out your markers, crayons, coloured 
pencils and enjoy! Get creative with  

one or both of the colouring pages and 
drop off your entry to:

Maple Leaf Fudge, 114 Queen St., NOTL,  
Phil’s Independent,  

1551 Niagara Stone Rd.,Virgil 
or the Fort George Gift Shop, 

51 Queen’s Parade, NOTL 
to be eligible to win one of two beautiful 

gift baskets courtesy of Maple Leaf Fudge 
and Phil’s Independent. Age categories 

are, 5 & under and 6-10 years old. Contest 
closes Wednesday, June 29th at 5 p.m. 

Name:_____________________________________

Age:_______________________________________

Phone:____________________________________

email: _____________________________________

CANADA DAY
COLOURING Contest

Brought to you by FRIENDS OF FORT GEORGE, 
PHIL’S INDEPENDENT & MAPLE LEAF FUDGE

A U G U S T  1 5 - 1 9

9 0 5 - 4 6 8 - 3 9 1 2

1551 Niagara Stone 
Rd., Virgil  

905-468-3286
yourindependentgrocer.ca

World ’s Finest Fudge made 
with Real Butter

114 Queen St., NOTL
www.mapleleaffudge.com

from
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The Ukesters, always a crowd-pleaser, drew a good audience during Saturday’s Strawberry 
Festival. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Celine from St. Catharines plays in the sand, one of several kids’ activities. Kathy Hunter and Margaret Walker sell the strawberry jam, freshly-made in the days leading 
up to the festival.

Brothers Andrew and David Lindgard and Jessica Diab serve strawberry crepes, a favourite 
at the festival. 

Liza Klepacs and Jameson Alma enjoy strawberry crepes. Rose from Niagara Falls loved the face painting, and the cemetery stones.
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Fresh strawberries the star of the show
The cooler temperatures 

Saturday didn’t seem to keep 
locals or tourists  from enjoying 
the first St. Andrew’s Strawber-
ry Festival since 2019. 

Flats of beautiful red 
strawberries were continu-
ously being delivered to the 
tent where event chair Julie 
Hunter and other volunteers 
were serving visitors. Those 
running the crepe stand were 
working quickly to keep up 
with demand, while more 
than 100 guests sat down to 
enjoy the music of the Niagara- 

on-the-Lake Ukesters.
A large contingent of vol-

unteers was working the bar-
becue, while further back on 
the church grounds thousands 
of books lined the ever-popular 
book sale table. Church mem-
bers were selling strawberry jam 
and other preserves under an-
other separate marquee as well. 

“They’re wonderful,” Hunt-
er said about the quality of the 
berries this year. “Tigchelaar 
Farms in Vineland is where 
we get them. And on Monday, 
we hulled berries that were do-
nated from Seaway Farms. We 
made the jam with them. That 
was a really nice gesture from 

the Pillitteri family.”
Though Hunter estimated 

that the crowds may have been 
slightly smaller than in pre-
vious years, from the look on 
most attendees’ faces, the en-
joyment factor may have actu-
ally been exponentially higher.

The Strawberry Festival 
is the unofficial kick-off to 
the summer festival season in 
NOTL. The fact that it actually 
happened this year brought a 
feeling of relief and celebration 
to those in attendance after two 
years of COVID cancellations.

There were a few changes 
to the festival this year, though, 
brought about by the events of 

the pandemic.
“We didn’t sell flowers this 

year, or yogurt, and we didn’t 
run Granny’s Attic,” Hunter said. 
“That’s due to space inside the 
hall. We wanted to keep things 
spacious for people’s comfort and 
to enhance social distancing.”

  A silent auction was the 
only event being held inside 
the Kirk Hall this year, keeping 
indoor crowds smaller. The fes-
tival also decided not to have 
an inflatable castle for the kids 
for similar reasons. 

Preparation for the festi-
val took place all week long. 
Hunter estimated that there 
were as many as 150 volunteers 

involved Saturday, working in 
shifts to keep things running 
smoothly from 9 a.m. until 
3 p.m. Of course, many were 
members of the St. Andrew’s 
congregation, but Hunter was 
quick to add that politicians, 
members of other churches 
and community members in 
general all chipped in to help.

“In the town, you see a lot 
of the same people helping out 
at all the festivals,” Hunter ex-
plained. “St. Mark’s Cherry Fes-
tival is after us in July, the Peach 
Festival at St. Vincent de Paul is 
in August. We all support each 
other. Working together is a 
real bonus.”

Liza Klepacs of Port Dal-
housie has been volunteering 
at the festival for eight years, 
either at the pie or crepe stands. 

“It’s nice to see everybody 
out enjoying the festival again,” 
Klepacs said. “The food is fan-
tastic and the entertainment is 
great, too. It’s a fantastic day out.”

She was enjoying some 
crepes with Jameson Alma, 
who was visiting from Ottawa. 
Though his parents live in NOTL 
and he comes to town often, it 
was his first time at the festival.

“It’s fantastic, and this is 
such great weather,” he told 
The Local. “And the crepes are 
great.”

Mike Balsom
The Local



23notllocal.com THE NOTLLocal                June 22, 2022

Town Strawberry Social coming up — register today
The Town of Niaga-

ra-on-the-Lake is excited 
to return to an in-person 
gathering for the Straw-
berry Social event, with a 
pick-up option available.

All residents aged 65 
years and over are invit-
ed to register for this fun 
afternoon of food and fel-
lowship. Admission is free 
for all attendees.

The date is Monday, 
June 27, from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Lunch will be served 
around 11:45 a.m.

As usual, the event will 
be held in the auditorium 
of the community centre.

Pick-up lunches will 
be available at the side en-
trance of the community 

centre from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Registration is required 

for both in-person and 
pick-up options. In-person 
seating is limited to a capac-
ity of 150 residents. Please 
register at  www.notl.com/
recreation-events/commu-
nity-initiatives-events  by 
end of day on June 22.

“I am so pleased about 
the return of an in-person 
event for our annual Straw-
berry Social,” said Lord 
Mayor Betty Disero. “After 
the pandemic and having 
to alter the Strawberry So-
cial in previous years, it is 
fantastic to see Town Staff 
eagerly return to planning 
this event in honour of Se-
nior’s Month. On behalf of 
town council, thank you 
to all our passionate and 
thoughtful senior residents 

who make our community 
one of a kind.”

“The Strawberry So-
cial is about bringing our 
senior citizens together 
to celebrate and honour 
them for their valuable 
contributions to the Town 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake. 
We are proud to be able to 
show our gratitude in per-
son, once again,” said CAO 
Marnie Cluckie. “Thank 
you to town staff, PigOut 
and Seaway Farms for your 
outstanding collaboration 
in planning this event. I 
hope that everyone enjoys 
the 2022 Strawberry So-
cial.”

A special thanks to Sea-
way Farms “for generously 
donating strawberries for 
this beloved occasion,” the 
town press release says.

Local Staff

Proud dad Matt Dietsch (left) sent The Local this shot of some of the Coyotes that attended the Special Olympics last week, including his son Dylan. There were 
700 athletes at Welland’s Centennial High School, and it was a great day for all, says Dietsch. 

Kids just wanna have fun
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Lord Mayor Betty Disero reads the list of names of those remembered with a butterfly re-
lease. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Hiba Khatkhat honours her father with a butterfly.

About 250 butterflies flew away in remembrance of lives lost. 
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Butterfly release recognizes COVID losses
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Community Palliative 
Care Service (CPCS) ex-
ecutive director Bonnie 
Bagnulo was amazed at the 
turnout for Saturday’s Me-
morial Butterfly Release. 

Almost 300 people 
gathered at the NOTL 
Community Centre to 
honour their loved ones 
lost during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

The community cen-
tre was set up inside with 
tables to allow for a small 
memorial or picture space 
for families to share and 
acknowledge their signif-
icant others. As people 
mulled about there was a 
feeling of strength in num-
bers permeating the atmo-
sphere.

After about half an 
hour, Bagnuolo invited ev-
eryone outside to pick up 
their butterflies, each re-
served with a $25 donation 
to NOTL CPCS. The paint-
ed lady butterflies were in 
small boxes, many of them 
already fluttering inside 
their temporary homes, 
ready to be released. 

Like many visitors to 
NOTL, the 256 butterflies 
made a stop at a local win-
ery upon arriving in town. 
As Bagnuolo explained, 
the insects were shipped 
from Alberta two days ear-
lier and spent the evening 
in the cool temperature of 
a local winery’s cellar.

Once their butterflies 
were received, participants 

were directed to the south 
end of the parking lot, 
where chairs had been set 
up for the ceremony. 

“You have all gone 
through a lot the last couple 
of years with your losses,” 
Bagnuolo told the crowd 
after her initial welcome. 
“Any loss is hard to endure, 
but especially so with the 
unfortunate events that 
COVID brought to us. 
You weren’t allowed to visit 
in the hospital, and if you 
were it was only one family 
member.” 

Families couldn’t come 
from out of town for fu-
nerals, and there were ca-
pacity limits on the funeral 
services, she added, “if you 
could even have one.”

Bagnuolo went on to 
explain NOTL Palliative 
Care’s role from the onset 
of a life-limiting illness 
through to a year after a 
loss. She outlined the many 
services and programs 
offered, then turned the 
microphone over to clini-
cal social work consultant 
Sandra Hardy.

“We’re all trying to find 
our way through the grief 
in these unprecedented 
and unsettling times,” Har-
dy said. “A celebration like 
this today is a real honour. 
These times have pro-
voked many of us to have 
increased sadness, stress 
and anxiety. Not only are 
we experiencing a person-
al sorrow for those we lost, 
but also a collective sorrow 
as well. We gather togeth-
er as a new community, 
brought together by a com-

mon event.”
“This is a process, kind 

of like the tides, it comes 
and it goes,” Hardy said of 
grief. “It’s not a quick one, 
or an easy one, but it is a 
real one. You don’t have to 
walk the road alone. Em-
brace this moment. As you 
choose to move forward, 
you will fly more freely, like 
the butterflies that we will 
release today.”

CPCS board chair and 
social worker at Upper 
Canada Lodge Patricia 
Whitwell spoke next. 

“I saw first-hand how 
difficult it was for our res-
idents,” said Whitwell. “I 
saw how people struggled. 
We really had to adapt. But 
it certainly didn’t replace 
that one-to-one human 
contact with people you 
love. Hopefully now we’re 
through the worst of it 
and we can move forward. 
Hopefully you can all get 
a sense of peace and some 
sense of closure today and 
be able to move forward in 
a more positive way.”

Lord Mayor Betty Dis-
ero then came to the front 
and read the names of the 
104 loved ones listed in 
the afternoon’s program. 
Bagnuolo explained after, 
though, that those weren’t 
the only ones being re-
membered Saturday. 

There were butterflies 
released by people who 
had just heard about the 
event but whose family 
members’ names did not 
make it into the program, 
she explained, and also  we 
also “for people who just wanted to honour family 

members.”
Hiba Khatkhat of St. 

Catharines was there as 
part of her healing journey 
after the loss of her father 
last year. 

“I didn’t have an on-
going relationship with 
him as an adult,” Khatkhat 
told The Local. “When he 
passed he was on the other 
side of the world. By that 
point I had worked on my 
own healing and had for-
given him even though we 
weren’t on talking terms. 
But I couldn’t be there to 
say goodbye, and grieved 
in my own way.”

The anniversary of Kai-
ser Khatkhat’s death was 
Friday. With the butterfly 
release wedged in between 
that and Father’s Day, it 
was perfect timing for 
what Hiba felt spiritually 
compelled to do to com-
memorate him. 

She brought photo-
graphs of her dad from 
when she was much young-
er, helping her to reflect on 
the good times they had 
experienced together. Hiba 
described Kaiser as “the 
life of the party,” and ex-
plained that her choice of 
a colourful outfit Saturday 
was another way to honour 
him. 

When it was time to 

release the butterflies, ev-
eryone was invited to step 
from the parking lot onto 
the grass. Most edged up 
close to the waist-high 
brush where many wild-
flowers could be seen blos-
soming. 

Upon opening the 
boxes, some butterflies 
stubbornly clung to their 
temporary homes, reluc-
tant to fly away for a few 
moments. Some fluttered 
away then dove straight 
down to the grass to feed 
on the flowering weeds. 

Family members and 
loved ones were “really 
looking at that butterfly as 
the representation of the 
spirit of that significant 
person,” Bagnuolo said. 
“When they stood up and 
walked over to the brush 
area, it was like they were 
really releasing something 
that they were holding in 
for quite some time.”

Khatkhat’s painted lady 
clung to the box for just 
a few seconds, giving her 
some time to reflect on the 
loss of her father. When its 
wings spread and it flew 
straight up past her face, 
her eyes followed it into the 
blue sky and a huge smile 
spread on her face. One 
could feel the sense of re-
lease and closure that must 
have been going through 

her heart and her mind. 
Ken Decker came all 

the way from Sudbury 
to honour his father-in-
law, who lived in NOTL  
and passed away in Sep-
tember. He was with a 
group of about six family 
members. 

“It’s an amazing event,” 
Decker said. “It was really 
emotional. He was my best 
friend. It’s kind of cool to 
say goodbye to him this 
way.”

“People were so very 
grateful,” Bagnuolo said 
following the release. 
“There was a lot of emo-
tion, and it was a safe place 
for them to be able to feel. 
Some of them have been 
really numb over the past 
couple of years, not being 
able to release that sadness 
and have their bereave-
ment witnessed.” 

Bagnuolo was adamant 
that the 2022 Memorial 
Butterfly Release, a first for 
the NOTL CPCS,   would 
not be the last. 

“The butterfly has al-
ways been a symbol,  
and it was time,” she said. 
“It is such a representa-
tion of new life. I knew we 
needed to do something 
really, really special. And 
it’s a definite.   Absolutely 
we will be doing this again 
next year.”

Mike Balsom
The Local
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Cultural lessons foster friendship, respect

Jace Sowden (Photos submitted)

Cassidy Doxtator, Blue Hill and Jace Sowden with a FUSE participant.

Indigenous lacrosse action with Cassidy Doxtator and Jace Sowden and a young lacrosse player.

to shape our identities.” 
The Onondaga and 

Haudenosaunee Nations be-
lieve that one of the gifts the 
Creator can bestow on any 
individual is the gift of sport. 
Traditionally, the Ononda-
ga and the Haudenosaunee 
called the game Dehoñtji-
hgwa’és, roughly translated 
to mean, “they bump hips.” 
That’s certainly an apt de-
scription for an activity that 
happens often in a lacrosse 
game. 

It is believed the Haude-
nosaunee played the game 
as early as 1100. In its purest 
form, lacrosse was played 
by tribal warriors for train-
ing, recreation and religious 
reasons outside on a field, 
often with no boundaries, 
and with no official limit on 
time. 

French Jesuit missionar-
ies in the 1630s came across 
games of lacrosse being 
played by the tribes in the 
St. Lawrence Valley. One 
of them, Jean de Brébeuf, 
wrote about the game being 
played by the Huron Indians 
in 1636 and it was he who 
first referred to it as lacrosse.

“It’s really rooted in the 
fabric of the Haudenos-
aunee people and Iroquois 
Confederacy,” Sowden says. 
“The values in the teachings 
that are involved, includ-
ing respect, mutual under-
standing, mindfulness and 
the strong bond that you get 
from playing are the values 
of our people.”

Niagara’s physical prox-
imity to those early days of 
the game has made the re-
gion a hotbed for the mod-
ern day version of lacrosse. 

“Think of it at the pro-
fessional level,” says Sowden. 
“The Premier Lacrosse 
League (PLL) and the Na-
tional Lacrosse League 
(NLL), a lot of the people 
in those leagues come from 
Niagara. A huge number 
from St. Catharines, and 
there’s some from Welland, 
Fort Erie, Buffalo and up-
state New York.”

Niagara-on-the-Lake is 
part of that lacrosse hotbed 
as well. 

Andy Boldt, coach of the 
NOTL Thunderhawks U22 
team this year, says in the 
past, most NOTL lacrosse 
divisions were composed 
of about 40 per cent indig-
enous players coming from 
Tuscarora Nation in New 
York.  

He mentions players 
such as Rich and Travis Kil-
gour who played in NOTL. 
They went on to play for 
the St. Catharines Junior A 
Athletics and with the NLL’s  
Buffalo Bandits. Both  have 
their numbers retired and 
are in the hall of fame.  

There’s also Ron Henry, 
who coached in the NLL, 
the Arena Lacrosse League 
(ALL) and for the Tuscarora 

Senior B team as well as in 
NOTL, and his brother Don 
who played for the Bandits 
in the 1990s. NLL player 
Jim Bissel came through the 
NOTL program, as did Ran-
dy and Roger Chrysler.

Randy Chrysler is a 
long-time coach with the 
now-defunct Niagara Thun-
derhawks Junior B team. 
Currently the defensive 
coach for the NLL’s Buffalo 
Bandits, Chrysler’s resume 
includes stints on the bench 
for the 2014 Iroquois Men’s 
box lacrosse team, the Six 
Nations Arrows and the 
Tonawanda Braves Senior B 
team. 

Chrysler is one of many 
Indigenous people from 
New York state who have 
contributed to lacrosse in 
NOTL. 

“My dad coached there, 
I coached there, my son 
coached and played there, 
and my grandson is now 
playing there,” he says. “Four 
generations. It’s like our first 
home, actually.” 

Chrysler remembers 
playing as a five-year-old on 
the same Tuscarora team as 
kids as old as 17. That was 
because Tuscarora’s minor 
lacrosse program had begun 
to fall apart as their box, or 
arena, got old and became 
too expensive to repair.   As 
even that team was begin-
ning to fall by the wayside, 
his father contacted NOTL 
Lacrosse and signed Randy 
up to play here. 

“He would go get a van, 
and he’d pick up half the 
players in Tuscarora, kids 
from our territory and 
around the area, and we’d 
come up to play,” Chrysler 
laughs. “We got there, and 
it was just like family. The 
friendships we made in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake are life-
time ones.”

Playing alongside 
non-Indigenous teammates 
had its advantages, too. 
Many of those friendships 
he speaks of were formed 
over the sport, but also 
bridged the gap between 
cultures, creating a true un-
derstanding of each other’s 
lives. 

With difficulties at the 
border since March, 2020, 
NOTL lacrosse has seen a 
decline in registration, as 
well as a decline in the num-
ber of American players 
coming across to play. That, 
of course, includes many In-
digenous players, who have 
looked elsewhere to pursue 
their love of the game.

In light of that, Chrysler’s 
proudest accomplishment 
to date might be his current 
role as president and head 
coach of the newly formed 
Tuscarora Tomahawks of 
the First Nations Junior B 
Lacrosse League.

“It’s the first time in Tus-
carora history that we have 
had a Junior B program,” 
states Chrysler. “It’s because 
of the border, and COVID. 

Just to see our community 
back together, and our mi-
nor system being re-formed. 
It’s amazing.”

Like Chrysler, Sowden is 
also giving back to the game. 
In his case, it’s through FUSE 
Lacrosse’s skills sessions and 
its lessons on the game’s 
culture and history, three of 
which were run recently as 
part of the Niagara Folk Arts 
Festival.

Those cultural lessons 
include a focus on the values 
of tradition, respect, lead-
ership, perseverance and 
integrity. FUSE uses active 
discussions to create an en-
vironment that encourages 
conversation and builds un-
derstanding of Indigenous 
history while growing the 
game of lacrosse.

“We use our Haudeno-
saunee perspective to give 
back to our community,” 

Sowden says. “One of the 
biggest things we recognize 
is what lacrosse did for us as 
people. It’s so important to 
help youth to identify them-
selves and find a purpose.”

And it’s an opportunity 
for the three men to create 
a community around the 
game, and to move toward 
healing in a time of truth 
and reconciliation. 

“It’s a chance for dia-
logue,” he says. “It’s an op-
portunity for discussion 
in light of the finding of all 
the unmarked graves. We 
can share knowledge, not 
only about the game itself, 
but also about some of the 
challenges Indigenous peo-
ple face. We can have those 
meaningful discussions 
while doing something ac-
tive, and surrounding our-
selves with like-minded 
people.”

Continued from page 1
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Jessica Friesen, driving the Halmar Friesen number 62 truck, was involved in a collision at 
Knoxville Raceway in Iowa during the Clean Harbor 150. (Screenshot)
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Friesens suffer two collisions in as many weeks
The past two weeks of rac-

ing have brought to the fore-
front the dangers of driving 
trucks at NASCAR speeds on 

the Camping World Truck 
circuit for Stewart and Jessica 
Friesen. 

Stewart was running his 
number 52 Toyota truck in 
the DoorDash 250 at Califor-
nia’s Sonoma Raceway on Sat-

urday, June 11. After starting 
from the 10th position, Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake native Friesen 
collided with Wisconsin-born 
Josh Bilicki with only five laps 
to go in the third stage. With ex-
tensive damage to both trucks, 

neither finished the race. 
“That’s the hardest hit I’ve 

seen in awhile,” Stewart says. 
“It was kind of a glancing blow, 
and I hit a barrier that was re-
ally a concrete wall. It kind of 
hurt, I got some bruises out 
of it. It still hurts, and running 
Knoxville the next week, the 
bruises are kind of where the 
seat grabs you right around the 
rib cage.” 

Friesen’s truck connected 
with the back of Bilicki’s vehi-
cle, causing both to spin out of 
control. It’s clear watching the 
video that Bilicki and his num-
ber 30 truck bore the brunt of 
the crash, which necessitated 
a red flag and a restart. Both 
Friesen and Bilicki popped 
their window nets down to sig-
nal to the safety crew that they 
were okay. 

Both drivers were later 
treated at the racetrack’s care 
centre and released. 

A week later, Stewart’s wife 

Jessica, driving the Halmar 
Friesen number 62 truck, was 
involved in her own incident 
at Knoxville Raceway in Iowa 
during the Clean Harbor 150. 

On lap number 58 In just 
her third NASCAR Camping 
World Truck Series start, Jes-
sica spun around in turn three, 
catching the berm and rolling 
her truck upside down.

It was a brake problem that 
led to her losing control on the 
berm. Her husband didn’t even 
know that Jessica had rolled 
the car until the following stage 
break. He found out when he 
returned to the pit.

“It was a soft roll, and it 
didn’t do much damage to the 
truck, or to herself,” Stewart 
says from his home in Sprak-
ers, New York. “She was actual-
ly able to continue on after the 
roll. We joked after that there 
are only two people who have 
flipped and been able to con-
tinue a race. The first was Dale 

Earnhardt, and the second was 
Jess.”

As might be expected, both 
Friesens are used to seeing 
teammates in such situations. 
But rarely are those teammates 
husband and wife, partners in 
life as well as in racing. 

“She’s been in accidents be-
fore and I have seen them,” he 
admits. “It’s very scary, but we 
get through it the best we can.”

Their son Parker was with 
the Halmar Friesen team in 
Knoxville but fortunately did 
not see his mother’s car flip. He 
was watching from home the 
previous week, though, when 
his father collided with Bilicki. 

“He hasn’t seen enough of it 
to be numb to it like Jessica and 
I are,” Stewart says when asked 
how six-year-old Parker reacts 
to collisions. “It’s definitely up-
setting, and he has had to deal 
with it. I’m sure he’ll continue 

Mike Balsom
The Local

Continued on page 28

Thunderhawks’ range of ages makes for strong team
Wisdom can be defined as 

having the quality of having ex-
perience, knowledge and mak-
ing good judgement. Although 
still young in a worldly sense, 
the U22 Thunderhawks display 
a number of these character-
istics for the sport of lacrosse, 
and are in a unique position 
this season.  

Most divisions in sport are 
made up of two age groups, 
sometimes referred to majors 
and minors.  For U22 this is 
not the case, rather a team can 
be made up of players from five 
age groups, players in their 17th 
year (16 years old) to players in 
their  21st year (20 years old).

The U22 Thunderhawks 
exhibit a variety of ages. Six 
players are in their 21st year, 
so their last season (Joe Frag-
nito, Trent Hunter, Matt Van-
deLaar, Sam VanderZalm, 
Aedan O’Gorman and Colby 
Ostromecki). All provide a 
foundational leadership piece 
of the puzzle found in a cham-

pionship team.  
Brett Wilson is the lone 

player in his second-to-last 
season, while there are four 
players with two years left 
(Keaton Boldt, Nathan Wilson, 
Hunter Ostromecki and Jordan 
Wiens). Players with three sea-
sons left are Nolan Price, Kris 
Wilson, Aaron Wilson, Jack 
Muraca and Christian Blay-
lock. With offensive and defen-
sive threats, this middle group 
is the backbone of the Thun-
derhawks, often called to play 
in specialty positions on man-
short or power-play situations.

Finally, the rookies, play-
ers with four possible years 
left with the Thunderhawks, 
are Liam Dietsch, Jack Parker, 
Ethan Williams, Jack Marotta, 
Noah Ostromecki, Liam Gatt 
and Tanyan Davis. Three of 
these rookies are already play-
ing up with the St. Catharines 
Jr.Bs, looking to  be fully ros-
tered players next season.  

The 2022 U22 roster has all 
the characteristics which make 
a good lacrosse team: speed, 
strength and game intelligence. 
This group of Thunderhawks 
also contains one overlooked 
characteristic found in cham-
pionship teams — a great sense 
of family, which means a group 
of individually skilled players 
filling specific roles and sac-
rificing individual exploits to 
do what is required to lead the 
team to a provincial champion-
ship for 2022.

Come out and support the 
U22 Thunderhawks when they 
play the Hamilton Bengals June 
28 at 8 p.m. at the MCU arena, 
followed by their July 9 Alumni 
Day double-header versus the 
other undefeated team in the 
province, the Milton Maver-
icks.

Go Thunderhawks!

Andy Boldt
Special to The Local

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT 
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics optional. 
Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  

Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.  Call Karen 905-641-5335 
or email: classified@notllocal.com

HAPPENINGS

LocalSPORTS

Sunday, June 26th

www.ccchurch.ca

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person 

Message: 
Kevin Bayne 

 The Book of Life
Revelation 20:11-15 karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP
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  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No PressureLocalCLASSIFIEDS

classified@notllocal.com

YARD SALE
June 25th

9 to 3
20 Friars Crt., 
St. Catharines

A bit of everything –  
Vintage & Modern!

Books/LPs in German 
& English (all cond.)
A few higher priced 

furn. pcs. (good cond.)

PET CARE SWAP
Tired of asking the same friend 

to take care of Fido?
Tired of high cost pet care 

arrangements?
Is your dog kind, gentle,  
responsive to command,  

house trained, a non-chewer, 
and “good” with other dogs.

Consider a free pet care swap.
289-700-7117

to discuss.

LOCALLY GROWN ASPARAGUS
Fresh Daily

1984 Townline Road/Firelane 11, NOTL

Open Monday  
thru Saturday  

11 a.m. — 5 p.m.
& Sunday  

11 a.m. — 3 p.m.

YARD SALE!
Saturday, 
June 25th  
8am - 2pm

24 Shakespeare Ave., 
NOTL

Antiques, books, 
kitchen & stuff!  

COME AND SEE!! 

OVER 30-YEARS EXPERIENCE
Pavers and Flagstone  •  Design

Plantings and more...

Yury Matta Whitlock  |  647.282.0225

yury@yurstone.ca

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU PET CARE

Across: 
1	 Urban air pollution problem
5 	 That’s in Paris
9 	 Prim
14 	Formerly French Sudan
15 	E.g. Rice, Harvard (Abbr.)
16 	Snake vulnerable to the  
	 mongoose
17 	Not dissimilar
18 	Salespeople
19 	Syrian dynasty
20 	Padre (Abbr.)
21 	Prepares for war
22 	Roughly speaking
23 	Traditional voting day
25 	West Atlantic international grp.
26 	Flat panel TV type
29 	Ankle injury
30 	Parking area
31 	Doozie
32 	Undersides
34 	2,000 lbs
35 	Foundation
38 	Tear
39 	Shorthand inventor John  
	 Robert ---
40 	--- calling!
41 	Maturity
43 	Stiff sentence
44 	Missions (Abbr.)

45 	Goad
49 	Banned insecticide
50 	Distress message
51 	Chivvied
52 	Comedians
54 	Drugs (Abbr.)
55 	Threat to fighters
56 	Alan Ladd gunfighter role
58 	Loopy
59 	D-Day beach
60 	Main artery
61 	Piece for two
62 	“Time --- My Side” (The  
	 Rolling Stones)
63 	Awesome
64 	Stack
65 	Fix
Down:
1	 Mental ability
2 	 Bury the hatchet
3 	 Director/producer --- Stone
4 	 Kind of rummy
5 	 Small seedless raisin
6 	 Foe
7 	 Drinks slowly
8 	 Corner consoles?
9 	 Operation mementos
10 	Decide with a coin
11 	Pure
12 	Plan sponsored by Sen.  

Across:  1 Smog, 5 C’est, 9 Staid, 14 Mali, 15 Univ, 16 Cobra, 17 Akin, 18 Reps, 19 Assad,  
20 Rev, 21 Arms, 22 Or so, 23 Tuesday, 25 O A S, 26 L C D, 29 Sprain, 30 Lot, 31 Lulu,  
32 Bottoms, 34 A ton, 35 Basis, 38 Rip, 39 Gregg, 40 Avon, 41 Manhood, 43 Life, 44 Ops,  
45 Needle, 49 DDT, 50 S O S, 51 Harried, 52 Wits, 54 Meds, 55 S A M, 56 Shane, 58 Gaga,  
59 Juno, 60 Aorta, 61 Duet, 62 Is on, 63 Swell, 64 Pile, 65 Mend. 

Down: 1 Smarts, 2 Make up, 3 Oliver, 4 Gin, 5 Currant, 6 Enemy, 7 Sips, 8 TVs, 9 Scars, 10 Toss, 
11 Absolute, 12 I R A, 13 Dad, 21 Adios, 22 Oats, 24 Sabine, 25 Oomph, 27 Clog, 28 Dung,  
30 Loins, 31 Larder, 33 Traps, 35 Bald, 36 Avid, 37 Software, 39 Goers, 41 Moos, 42 On a date, 
46 Disuse, 47 Lean on, 48 Edmond, 50 Steal, 51 Hegel, 53 Int’l, 54 Maui, 56 S A S, 57 How,  
58 G D P, 59 Jim. 

	 William Roth
13 	Family guy
21 	Spanish farewell
22 	Stable food
24 	Californian pine
25 	Vavavoom
27 	Block
28 	Ordure
30 	Lower abdomen
31 	Pantry
33 	Ensnares
35 	Hairless
36 	Keen
37 	Computer code
39 	Attendees
41 	Low sounds?
42 	Out with a potential partner
46 	Neglect
47 	Pressurize
48 	Comet finder --- Halley
50 	Bargain
51 	German philosopher
53 	Cosmopolitan (Abbr.)
54 	Second-largest Hawaiian  
	 island
56 	Nordic airline
57 	By what means?
58 	National economic  
	 indicator
59 	Actor --- Carrey To place an Obituary or 

In Memoriam in our Classifieds, 
please contact Julia at:
julia@notllocal.com or 

905.934.1040
Deadline is Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

PUZZLE ANSWERS

NOTICES

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPERPLEASE RECYCLE 

THIS NEWSPAPER

PLEASE 
RECYCLE 

THIS 
NEWSPAPERPLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

YARD SALES

PRODUCE

LANDSCAPING SERVICES
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‘Can’t deny’ safety is an issue, says driver
to work it out in his own way as 
we race on.”

“It’s an aspect of the sport 
you can’t deny,” Stewart con-
tinues. “Safety equipment has 
thankfully come a long way 
even in the past 10 years that I’ve 
been doing this professionally. 
We do the best we can to outfit 
ourselves, and to outfit the cars 
with the newest stuff to have it 
in place when situations arise.”

Stewart finished the Knox-

ville race in fifth place, while 
Jessica’s brake problems result-
ed in her not finishing. 

On Sunday, Stewart ran 
his number 44 modified in the 
Short Track Super Series 50 lap 
race at Devil’s Bowl Speedway 
in Vermont, finishing tenth. 

This Friday, June 24,  
Stewart will be competing in 
the Rackley Roofing 200 NA-
SCAR Camping World Truck 
Series Race at Nashville Super-
speedway. Jessica, meanwhile, 
will be racing in the modi-

fieds at Utica-Rome Speedway  
Friday. 

On Saturday, the Frie-
sens will go separate ways 
once again, with Jess at Fonda 
Speedway and Stewart running 
at Middletown, New York’s Or-
ange County Speedway, both 
for modified races. 

“It’s kind of tough,” Stewart 
admits. “We split the team up, 
with a couple of the guys going 
with Jess, a couple going with 
me. We don’t do it often, but we 
do it the best we can.”

Continued from page 26

LocalSPORTS

FREE HOME
EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484

GREG OFFERS:  
•  Strategic Advertising 
•  Stunning Photography 
•  Professional Videos 
•  Expertly Designed Print Collateral 
•  Greg Lives Local 
•  Dedicated Property Page on the  
 WALL STREET JOURNAL website
•  TORONTO REAL ESTATE BOARD  
 EXPOSURE 

welcome to 41 kirkwood
perfectly located!
$1,199,000

23 Confederation Dr
large property in highly sought 
after garrison village!

Uncompromising quality 
two blocks from the lake! $2,190,000

24 the promenade $1,595,000 
Pristine and perfect in every way! 
muskoka like backyard

20 Paradise Grove Court – $899,500
Beautiful Newly Built Bungalow!

Old Town Home! 267 Victoria St
$1,149,000

6 Brown’s Point – $3,995,000
Absolutely breathtaking from  
every vantage point!

$719,000
Great building lot at Butler & Mary

just listed

just listed

sold over asking

1520 concession 7
1,888,000 
12+ acres completely private!

just listed
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Stewart Friesen collided with another truck in the DoorDash 250 at California’s Sonoma Raceway 
on Saturday, June 11, hitting the barrier. Neither finished the race. (Screenshot, Fox News)
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