
The trusted voice of our community. notllocal.com    JULY 30, 2020    Volume 2 • Issue 31

Rob Thibault 
and Evil  
walk weekly 
with guys and  
their dogs.

 page 10

Debate over delegated authority gets heated

Spike in  
COVID cases  
a reminder to  
be vigilant

When councillors de-
bated a motion intended to 
impose an end date to the 
delegation of authority ap-
proved in March, the tense 
discussion that ensued be-
came more about whether 
councillors believe Lord May-
or Betty Disero and interim 
CAO Sheldon Randall have 
overstepped their authority.

The discussion occurred 
during Wednesday’s contin-
uance of last week’s council 
meeting, when Coun. Norm 

The number of 
COVID-19 cases has spiked 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
with no indication of their 
origin.

The number of reported 
cases was at 29 on Monday, 
and by Tuesday, had jumped 
to 31.

When Niagara Region 
Public Health began break-
ing down the numbers by 
municipality at the end of 
May, NOTL had 21 known 
cases. There was one new 
case in June, two new cas-
es last week, a jump of five 
Saturday, and two more by 
Tuesday.

Arsenault presented a motion 
asking that the delegation 
of authority come to an end 
Aug. 24, the date of the next 
council meeting.

It came into effect March 
17, when the Town was de-
clared a state of emergency, 
and was approved to allow 
the lord mayor and inter-
im CAO to make decisions 
quickly, without waiting for a 
council meeting.

Since then, any decisions 
made by the lord mayor and 
interim CAO were later ap-
proved by council, although 
not unanimously. Some 

The Regional acting 
medical officer of health, 
Dr. Mustafa Hirji, says there 
was a “very small number” 
of cases — he wouldn’t give 
an exact number — which 
were unrelated, and he can’t 
pinpoint how those people 
contracted the disease.

“We just don’t know,” he 
said, categorizing them as 
community transmission.

Of the nine new cases, he 
said, the rest are considered 
close contact, meaning fam-
ily, friends or co-workers of 
those first cases.

“What we have is a small 
number of cases, and spread 

councillors have said they 
want a more detailed account, 
which has so far not been 
available to them.

Disero opened Wednes-
day’s discussion on a personal 
note, saying she felt the mo-
tion, which was presented to 
them in big, bold, red type, 
was “belittling, demanding, 
hand-slapping or scolding of 
some kind,” when she feels 
proud of the work that has 
been done through the au-
thority delegated to her and 
Randall.

To remind councillors, 
and ensure the public un-

derstands what has been 
initiated through the delega-
tion of authority, she listed 
some of the many decisions 
made “to protect the health 
and safety for the people of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,” in-
cluding closing facilities; ex-
plaining essential services; 
helping residents who need 
help; instituting the parking 
prohibition when too many 
visitors were coming to town 
and there were no services; 
reopening washrooms; insti-
tuting the COVID complaint 
line; organizing an appre-
ciation night for frontline 

workers; sending food and 
supplies to long-term care fa-
cilities; continuing to provide 
services while working with a 
reduced complement of staff; 
continuing grass-cutting and 
parks and road maintenance; 
continuing the hanging bas-
ket program; offering chil-
dren’s camps; and banning 
the use of tents and barbecues 
in town parks.

From the time the dele-
gation of authority was ap-
proved, Disero said, she and 
Randall talked to councillors 
every day, until March 30, 
when the first special council 

meeting was held and coun-
cillors were given regular up-
dates. 

“We weren’t getting any 
pushback on our decisions,” 
she said.

In May, regular commit-
tee and council meetings 
began, with council making 
decisions, and weekly updates 
continued, with no dissen-
sion until Disero and Randall 
“tweaked” a decision made by 
council regarding the closure 
of Queen Street, changing 
some of the details of the trial 
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Wrapping up a week at camp
A group of day campers finished up their week Friday with a game of Concentration out on the community centre 
grass. The Town day camps still have some openings for the weeks in August, for families who are looking for activi-
ties to keep their kids busy. (Penny Coles)



Message is to be vigilant

to a social group,” hopefully a 
spread “that will come to an 
end soon.”

He said in cases like 
these, “it’s easier to bring the 
chain of infection to an end,” 
but at the same time, he can’t 
exclude the possibility that 
there are more in the com-
munity that he’s unaware of 
at this time.

He says the message from 
the recent increase is to con-
tinue to take all precautions 
and follow all guidelines, and 
for anyone with symptoms to 
be tested.

“It’s more important than 
ever that we’re practising 
those precautions. Now is 
the time to be extra vigilant.”

He said the new numbers 
span a range of ages. “Age 
does not appear to be a fac-
tor.”

He also said there has 
been no outbreak amongst 
off-shore workers.

St. Catharines, Niagara 
Falls, and Niagara County in 
the U.S. have also had recent 
upticks.

After a Monday meeting 
with the emergency control 
group, Lord Mayor Betty 
Disero said there were no de-
cisions to make any “drastic 
changes,” although staff may 
go back to wiping down fur-
niture such as benches and 
picnic tables. The emphasis 
will continue to be on educa-

tion, she said, and a reminder 
to residents that as we enter 
Stage 3, it’s more import-
ant than ever to remember 
hand-washing or sanitizing, 
refraining from face-touch-
ing, and keep physical dis-
tancing.

It is now mandatory to 
wear a mask or face cover-
ing in NOTL and St. Catha-
rines when going into a store, 
restaurant or any public 
space, and a regional bylaw 
for face coverings takes effect 
Friday, July 31.

Disero made a new video 
Monday reminding residents 
not to become complacent, to 
remain vigilant, and remem-
ber to follow all the guide-
lines that have been recom-
mended to reduce spread of 
the virus. After learning of 
more cases Tuesday, she said 
she hopes residents will also 
help spread her message.

She is also going to ask 
business groups such as the 
NOTL Chamber of Com-
merce, the Virgil Business 
Association and the wine in-
dustry associations to spread 
the message that employers 
need to take precautions, in-
cluding asking their employ-
ees if they have any COVID 
symptoms, or if they’ve been 
around anyone who is sick, 
to go home, and to get tested.

“More and more people 
are out on the street, taking ad-
vantage of the sun, restaurants 
and larger groups,” she says. 
“We need to be extra vigilant.”

Given the length of time 
we’ve been in the pandemic, 
people may be tired of the re-
strictions and may be getting 
“a little closer to their friends 
than they should be.

“But we don’t want to give 
the impression that it’s okay. 
We’ll start seeing results from 
Stage 2 and then Stage 3. We 
have to be diligent until we 
know we’re in the clear.”

She also suggests wiping 
down groceries before tak-
ing them into the house, and 
washing new clothing before 
wearing it.

These are “good tips that 
will help protect you,” she 
says.

“We’re using every tool 
we have to keep people safe. 
We’re just at the beginning 
of this, not the end. The next 
step, whatever it is and when-
ever it comes, we’ll continue 
to watch to see the impact on 
the community. We have to 
move forward. We have to be 
extra cautious.”

She says, to those who 
have become more lax in re-
cent weeks, “go back to what 
we were doing in March and 
April. I don’t want anyone to 
panic. This isn’t a panic sit-
uation. I just want you to be 
cautious.”

And especially import-
ant, she says, “don’t go into 
crowds of people if you don’t 
have to.”

In her video, she says, “I 
don’t say this to scare you. I 
say this to protect you.”

Continued from page 1
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Councillors split on issue as vote defeated in a tie
closure “on behalf of majority 
of members of council. Some 
members of council had some 
remorse and were saying it 
publicly,” she said, referring 
to a vote approving the pilot 
project until the end of Oc-
tober, on a motion made by 
Coun. Clare Cameron. Disero 
and Randall shortened the tri-
al to last just three weekends, 
with the support of the NOTL 
Chamber of Commerce.

The street was only closed 
two weekends before it was 
agreed, again with the Cham-
ber, to close off parking spaces 
and open the street to traffic.

Disero asked why council-
lors felt they had to “scold us 
or discipline us in some way, 
shape or form,” when “the 
decent thing to say would be 
thank you. Thank you to the 
CAO, thank you to the staff, 
particularly the emergency 
team, and all our staff, and 
to the residents of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.”  She went 
on to say councillors should 
say thanks to those who put 
“their own personal feelings 
and egos aside to make sure 
Niagara-on-the-Lake was 
safe.”

Instead, on the day that 
NOTL got its first new case 
of COVID in some time, and 
the Region’s number of con-
firmed cases has increased, 

she said, “somebody decides 
that we won’t need to do any-
thing quickly after Aug. 24.

She suggested that if 
COVID numbers continued 
to rise, the goal should be to 
look after the safety of the town 
“by staying the course, until at 
least the end of August, calling 
the motion “a very knee-jerk 
reaction to something that will 
not be in the best interests of 
our residents.”

Arsenault, who had made 
the motion that was present-
ed to council in large, bold, 
red type, as Disero pointed 
out, said he meant no offence 
by it, and apologized — he 
just wanted the change he was 
putting forward to stand out 
from the original motion. 

“I have no concerns with 
the way the lord mayor and 
CAO have handled the emer-
gency to date.”

He said he has support-
ed all the decisions that were  
made through the delegated 
authority, but that the “status 
quo” should remain for now, 
but giving an end date of  Aug. 
24 would give council time to 
analyze whether it needed to 
continue.

Coun. Allan Bisback said 
he looked at the motion as ex-
tending the delegated author-
ity, with an end date.

Couns. Gary Burroughs, 
Wendy Cheropita and Clare 
Cameron all spoke in favour 
of the motion.

Burroughs has indicat-
ed in recent weeks he thinks 
it’s time for the decisions of 
running the town should be 
returned to the council table. 
He reiterated his concern at 
last week’s meeting, saying 
there should be more partic-
ipation by all council repre-
sentatives, and that he hasn’t 
understood the urgency of 
some of the decisions that 
were made without council’s 
input. His support of the mo-
tion, he said, “is not in any 
way a criticism of some of the 
work that has been done by 
the (emergency) group,” but 
because he believes council 
needs to be more involved.

After thanking the emer-
gency group for their work, 
Coun. Wendy Cheropita said 
the motion “is not personal. 
This is about all of us working 
together as a team, drawing 
on our collective strengths.”

She supported the motion, 
she said, because “elected offi-
cials need to feel connected,” 
and she has felt disconnected 
at times, and would like to be 
more involved.

The motion,  she said, is 
about inclusiveness, and al-
lowing all of council to be “a 
part of the collective effort 
and the result that comes 
through this.”

Cameron said she was 
supporting the motion be-
cause “nine elected minds are 
better than one. We’re better 

together, we’re better as a col-
lective, and that’s how I hope 
to work as a councillor.”

It’s how she wants to work, 
which she has found impossi-
ble in recent weeks, she said. 
“My goal is to try to represent 
the people I was elected to 
serve. This bylaw (that dele-
gates authority) has make it 
difficult to feel adequately in-
formed in order to fulfill this 
role that I was put into by resi-
dents within this community.” 

Nothing in the motion on 
the table would strip powers 
from the “very important role 
of the head of council,” she said, 
but she was looking forward 
to working collectively, with 
“the full complement of coun-
cil,” and the talent around the 
council table.

The motion, she said, 
would allow for more infor-
mation-sharing and make 
working together possible.

Coun. Erwin Wiens pre-
sented a different view, that 
council has been meeting of-
ten, and that the town is still 
in a state of emergency. “This 
is not the time to take our foot 
off the pedal. This is not the 
time to ease up.”

The Town still needs to 
be cautious, he said. “We still 
need to be able to make deci-
sions pretty darn quick.”

He hasn’t found any deci-
sion that has been “untoward,” 
he said, “and I don’t want to be 
the first municipality to take 
away delegated authority.” 

He doesn’t want to hand-
cuff the lord mayor, CAO 

and staff while they’re trying 
to run a town in the midst 
of a pandemic, he said. “This 
is premature. This is un-
called-for at this time,” he 
said. “We need to show that 
we support our leaders right 
now.” 

He said he hadn’t heard 
any credible reasons that the 
decisions made haven’t been 
good ones. 

“We’re still in the middle 
of a pandemic, folks, and this 
pandemic is not leaving any-
time soon.”

The motion was lost on 
a tie, with Couns. Arsenault, 
Burroughs, Cameron and 
Cheropita supporting it, and 
Bisback, John Wiens, Erwin 
Wiens, and Disero voting 
against it.
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Dock Area shoreline protection to proceed

Ron Simkus, standing about where the groyne will begin and head at an angle away from shore, takes Pearl for a walk, where she meets Windsor, a 
young pup, and Pete Adams from down the road. (Penny Coles)

An ongoing issue of fund-
ing to complete much-need-
ed work on the waterfront has 
been resolved.

Council has approved 
spending $300,000 on proj-
ects in the Ball’s Beach par-
kette this summer, within the 
time frame of the provincial 
permit that allows the work 
to be completed.

The Town has been trying 
to manage soil erosion and 
flooding since 2017, the first 
year of seriously high water 
levels, which recurred in 2019.

Those two summers 
caused significant damage 
to the shoreline in the Dock 
Area, and put a historic cul-
vert and public infrastruc-
ture at risk, says a town staff 
report.

An erosion plan has been 
implemented in small parts as 
funding became available, and 
when water levels were low.

On July 18, waterfront 
resident Ron Simkus, a min-
ing engineer who keeps Dock 
Area residents abreast of water 
levels and soil erosion issues, 
sent an email to councillors, 
town staff and residents, say-
ing the next 30 days will pro-
vide “ideal conditions for work 
in the water,” and fall within 
the time frame of the envi-
ronmental permit to allow the 
work to be completed.

Simkus said his email was 
sent to support Town envi-
ronmental supervisor Brett 
Ruck, who had a report to 
present to council asking 
for the funding for the proj-
ect. The Dock Area resident 
wanted to add his voice, and 
that of his neighbours along 
the waterfront, to the urgency 
of the situation.

The work should have 
been done in 2018, he said, 
but the Town was not able to 
get the provincial permit in 

time. The even higher levels 
of 2019 weren’t expected, and 
the in-water work had to wait.

It needs to be done this 
year, he says, because current 
conditions could mean high 
water levels again in 2021.

In the last two weeks, 
Simkus says, town surveyors 
have been staking property 
boundary lines along the par-
kette, and several trees have 
been marked with paint for 
removal.

About 100 large, expen-
sive anchor stones, boulders 
and cobble, have been piled in 
the parkette since the spring 
of 2018, but the work was put 
on hold while the Town wait-
ed for the provincial permit, 
which allows the in-water 

work to be done outside the 
fish-spawning season.

The groyne installation, 
which involves placing anchor 
stone in the water to create a 
small peninsula at an angle to 
the shore, can be completed 
within the allowed time, coun-
cillors heard from Ruck at last 
week’s council meeting. The 
in-water portion of the project 
is only expected to take about 
three weeks. 

The groyne in the lake 
acts like a breakwater, Simkus 
explained. Boulders placed 
along the shoreline prevent 
waves from taking soil with 
them as they wash back into 
the lake.

The report to council says 
additional stone will be neces-

sary to complete the groyne, 
estimated at $140,000, which 
includes the material deliv-
ered and placed. 

The boulder berm is un-
budgeted, and will cost about 
$100,000. The balance of 

$60,000 is required for park 
restoration.

Councillors approved the 
$300,000 to allow the project 
to go ahead. Whatever work 
is not completed will be in-
cluded in 2021 budget con-

siderations.
There may be a need for 

park closure while the work 
is done, councillors heard, but 
once more detailed informa-
tion is available, residents will 
be notified. 

Penny Coles
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Safety and fun on the water

Tim Bala of Paddle Niagara, teaching paddle boarding to a group of kids with instruc-
tor Maddie Leblanc, says the water off the beach at Queen’s Royal Park and at Ball’s 
Beach has never been cleaner. He started his group in the water at Ball’s Beach Mon-
day because it was windy on the lake, then moved to some shade beside Queen’s 
Royal for land lessons. Although the beach at Queen’s Royal has been posted as un-
safe for swimming due to the E. coli level twice this year, both times for 24 hours after 
a storm, parents of the kids he takes out on Lake Ontario are not worried about water 
quality, he says — they’re local, they know the beach, and they understand there is 
a sewer outlet off to the side. The paddle-boarders avoid that area and go further out 
into the lake. The Region is testing the water not because it’s a beach, but as part of 
an ongoing Town sewer improvement project. (Penny Coles)
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Police ask for protest protocols

With horse and carriage pro-
testers taking advantage of the 
busiest corner in town during 
one of the hottest summers on 
record, and the fear discussions 
will become even more heated 
than they have been, town coun-
cillors are talking about what can 
be done to keep everyone safe.

At a discussion about the 
options at last week’s council 
meeting, one of the suggestions 
put forward by Lord Mayor Betty 
Disero was  to look at creating a 
buffer around the area on King 
Street where drivers line up with 
their horses and carriages. She’d 
like to give them exclusive use of 
that space and a feeling of safety 
and protection. 

Disero also asked staff to 
look at setting up a session on 
defusing or de-escalating difficult 
situations related to public pro-
tests, to help members of council, 
and horse and carriage operators 
should they be interested.

The third suggestion was 
to develop a new protocol that 
would set out an agreement from 
those involved, including the 
protesters, the horse and carriage 
companies, and the Town.

On July 24, the Niagara Re-
gional Police posted a plea on 
their website, saying they were 
“taking the unprecedented step 
to publicly request all sides to en-
ter into meaningful discussions 
and negotiations that speak to 
the core issues of the dispute, and 
find some resolution.”

As background, the NRP re-
quest explained, an animal rights 
group began protesting the use 
of horse-drawn carriages in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake in 2017. “In 
the three years, counter protest-
ers supporting the horse-drawn 
carriage businesses have also 
become involved in protests, the 
opposing groups ultimately both 
expressing their rights under the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms to lawfully peaceful 
assembly and protest,” the news 
release says.  

The duty of the police “is to 

remain neutral and maintain 
public peace and safety.”

The police are continual-
ly monitoring the situation, 
and their efforts have not led to 
charges of any kind. “There have 
been many reports, police calls 
for service, meetings, along with 
investigations resulting in cau-
tions, and also officer discretion 
for both sides. We have reviewed 
the applicable case laws as they 
apply to peaceful assembly, and 
sought legal counsel from the of-
fice of the local Crown Attorney.”

The police have taken part in 
the negotiation “of two good faith 
protest guidelines to date, one in 
2018 and another in 2019. While 
not legally binding, the guidelines 
brought all sides together to estab-
lish a framework for peaceful pro-
test and behaviour. The 2019 pro-
tocol ultimately went unsigned by 
some of the parties involved.

“Our officers will continue 
to do their duty as it relates to 
all parties involved in the ongo-
ing dispute over animal rights 
and the carriage businesses in 
NOTL,” says Inspector James 
McCaffery in the NRP release.   
“We will maintain our neutral-
ity and continue to manage the 
situation using discretion, edu-
cation, and where required, en-
forcement.   We will continue to 
avail ourselves to both sides for 
discussion, as the maintaining of 
the public peace and safety for all 
those involved and the commu-
nity remains paramount to our 
officers.”

With their request for discus-
sions and negotiation, the police 
are looking for “a resolution that 
will be agreeable for both sides, 
the community of NOTL, and its 
many visitors.”

At last week’s council meet-
ing, all three of Disero’s motions 
were approved.

Laura Sentineal, attending 
the virtual council meeting, 
thanked councillors for their sup-
port, and for their efforts to make 
the corner on King and Queen 
Street a safer, more peaceful place 
for her horses and drivers.

Sentineal, who with her hus-
band Fred and family operates 

Sentineal Carriages, says she 
would be happy to have some 
distance around their pathway, 
where they line up, to keep the 
protesters at a distance.

That space, she says, is the 
horses’ “safe, relaxing, happy 
place to be. To keep the protesters 
out of their space would certainly 
be advantageous.”

It was good of Disero to in-
clude Sentineal staff in her offer 
of resolution training, she added.

She also said she would be 
willing to discuss another protocol.

She signed the first agree-
ment, but last year, had hired 
a lawyer to help the business 
through the protests, who sug-
gested she shouldn’t sign it.

“I agreed to it verbally, but I 
didn’t feel comfortable signing it,” 
she told The Local.

However, she said she would 
take part in any discussions about 
a protocol if the Town and the 
police feel it could help resolve 
some of the recurring issues. 

“I’m happy to cooperate with 
whatever the Town and police 
feel is constructive and helpful.”

She has developed her own 
company protocol, she said. 

“We don’t engage with the 
protesters. We’re just going out 
there and doing our job.”

What really pleased her about 
the discussion amongst council-
lors, she said, was the request for 
staff to have a look at the options 
and rights of the municipality.

During recent years of discus-
sions, town representatives have 
been told there was little they 
could do, with the right to peace-
fully protest enshrined in the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

However, as Coun. Norm 
Arsenault pointed out, “the 
Charter of Rights is strong, and 
rightly so, but it is not an absolute 
right to protest.”

Several councillors agreed it 
should be within the jurisdiction 
of the municipality to assign a 
specific area for a protest, without 
interfering with the livelihood of 
the horse and carriage compa-
nies, and asked staff to seek legal 
advice to determine the rights of 
the municipality.

Penny Coles
The Local

Memorial Park pool hours have been expanded, opening Saturdays and Sundays, 
and extending weekday hours. There are now family swim times, and the pool can be 
rented for up to 25 people. Hannah Gilchrist and her grandmother Claudia Gilchrist 
enjoy the morning lane swims. Claudia has reserved a lane every day since the pool 
has opened, and occasionally two, so her granddaughter can swim with her. Saturday 
afternoon, a group of St. Davids residents rented the Old Town pool for a community 
gathering, since their St. Davids pool remains closed for the season. (Penny Coles)

Cooling off on a hot day
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Council says Pedal Pubs don’t belong in town

Neighbours pay for dust control spraying

Council does not want 
pedal pubs operating in town, 
and will tell that to the Region, 
which must make a decision on 
renewing the local company’s 
licence.

Because of the pandemic, 
the Region decided to extend 
all licences issued last year until 
Aug. 28, and must make a deci-
sion before then on whether or 
not to allow the company which 
operated them last year to con-
tinue this season.

In June, Tony Visca, the 
co-owner of the Pedal Pub, 
came to council to explain he 
was  having problems getting 
his licence renewed by the Re-
gion. He was hoping for coun-
cil support for the two most 

The increased frustration of 
the homeowners on Hickory 
Avenue, wanting a solution to 
an extreme dust problem that 
seriously impacts the use of 
their backyards, is evident in 
recent emails from them to the 
Town, asking for immediate 
action.

It doesn’t sound like they 
will be offered a solution any 
time soon, at least not from the 
Town.

After a presentation to the 
planning committee Monday, 
July 6, and a request in emails 
following the presentation for 
some answers, residents of the  
Courtland Valley Subdivision 
in St. Davids were hoping to 
hear a solution at the July 20 
council meeting.

Instead, interim CAO 
Sheldon Randall, when ques-
tioned by Coun. Clare Cam-
eron during the reconvened 
council meeting this week, said 
it would take some time to go 
through decades of documen-
tation, that the report could be 
available by the August council 
meeting, and that councillors 
might have to go in camera to 
discuss it.

The residents have dredged 
up documents indicating there 
has been a problem since 2006, 

popular routes.
The Region is opposed to 

the attraction being operat-
ed on regional roads, and the 
route includes Niagara Stone 
Road, although for only a short 
distance between a winery and 
a brewery, two popular stops.

The Region has asked for 
input from council, and at 
Wednesday’s extension of this 
week’s council meeting, a staff 
report was discussed and a de-
cision made, which was to tell 
the Region because of safety 
and noise concerns, the Pedal 
Pub is not considered appro-
priate in town.

The report from town staff 
said that without passing a 
bylaw that bans the Pedal Pub 
from town roads, there is noth-
ing that can be done to restrict 
it to certain routes.

one that goes back to the orig-
inal subdivision agreement. 
They are looking for a resolu-
tion to the extreme dust kicked 
up by traffic from a private lan-
eway behind 18 homes that are 
affected by it, especially on the 
dry, hot days of summer.

At the July 6 meeting, Hick-
ory Avenue resident Bill Krahn 
made a presentation to the 
planning committee during a 
virtual meeting, asking for help. 

The houses border Dyck 
Lane, a gravel road which is 
privately owned and provides 
access to three homes.

Every time a vehicle uses 
the lane, a large cloud of dust is 
created for those homeowners, 
says Krahn, who was asking the 
Town to take responsibility and 
remedy the situation.

This is the third council 
residents have approached 
for help. The dust affects their 
health and their quality of life, 
says Krahn, because of a situa-
tion the Town created.

Residents subjected to ex-
cessive dust say they can’t enjoy 
their backyard or an outdoor 
meal, and patio tables, chairs 
and even plants have to be 
washed down daily.

There have been presenta-
tions to council going back to 
2015, petitions signed by the 
residents, and correspondence 
repeating their quest for the 

Last year was the Pedal Pub’s 
first season, with two bikes and 
two preferred routes, one stick-
ing to town roads, the other 
also using regional roads, the 
report says. In addition to safe-
ty concerns on busy rural and 
urban roads, there have also 
been noise complaints from 
residents living on or near one 
of the chosen routes.

Visca told council in June 
the driver avoids Niagara Stone 
Road whenever possible, and 
keeps to the side when neces-
sary, but can’t avoid it entirely 
on its preferred route.

One complaint came from 
a Garrison Village resident, 
who said last season the pub on 
wheels made its way through 
the residential neighbourhood, 
with patrons who were “loud 
and partying.” 

Town to take responsibility for 
the situation.

One of the temporary solu-
tions requested in previous 
years, and again in an email 
from Krahn when there was no 
resolution offered at the July 6 
meeting, was for spraying the 
laneway with calcium chloride 
to keep the dust down.

Also following that meet-
ing, the owners of the laneway 
appealed to the Town to end 
the conflict once and for all.

After listening to Krahn’s 
presentation, says Dyck Lane 
part-owners Laurie and Mi-
chael Halowski in an email to 
the Town, “we think it might 
be helpful to hear from the 
owners of (our) portion of said 
laneway.

 “These concerns have been 
going on way too long and we 
know everyone, especially the 
affected property owners back-
ing onto Dyck Lane, as well as 
our entire family, are extremely 
tired of it.”

The Halowskis say the de-
veloper should have been held 
accountable for laneway access 
and its subsequent mainte-
nance. However, the Town al-
lowed all of the building to take 
place without bylaws being 
adhered to or enforced, and by 
not having the roadway prop-
erly prepared or maintained, 
the email says. 

The Halowskis say their 
parents sold part of their prop-
erty to the developer of the 
subdivision, and since then, 
there have ongoing problems 
with regard to fencing, drain-
age and trespassing, with no 
support from the Town.

The owners of the laneway 
also say they have offered to 
work with the Town, and have  
“on numerous occasions stated 
that we would allow the Town 
on the property to suppress the 
dust.”

The email says they under-
stand “the majority of all this 
took place a long time ago, and 
many councils ago, but we are 
hoping for a solution that will 
benefit everyone.”

Krahn, while thanking 

Visca says his “pub pilots” 
play music at lower volumes 
in residential neighbourhoods, 
and turn it up when they move 
away from homes.

The business has not been 

able to reopen so far this sea-
son, and Visca says when it 
does, there will be fewer people 
on the rides, to allow for physi-
cal distancing.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 

told councillors Monday that 
the Region has found the first 
route to be unacceptable, and 
was asking for input from the 

Penny Coles
The Local

Continued on page 8

Penny Coles
The Local

Furniture, plants in backyards backing onto Dyck Lane need to 
be sprayed daily. (Photo supplied)

town council and staff for 
the offer of a report on the 
long-standing issue, says the 
delay is “unacceptable. We have 
waited long enough to get this 
done.”

He has once again sent 
copies of several documents to 
town staff, hoping to help them 
move judiciously on their re-
port along with some questions 
staff could answer when they 
present their report to council.

“It seems some important 
factors may have been ne-

glected or accidentally missed 
by the planning department 
during the approval process of 
the Courtland Valley Subdivi-
sion,” he says in his most recent 
email to the Town, laying out 
issues from the plan of subdi-
vision, Town bylaws, and pro-
vincial planning act legislation. 

As to Krahn’s request for 
spraying after the July 6 meet-
ing, hoping for at least a tem-
porary fix as the hot summer 
continues, by Thursday, July 
23, he had received no answer 

from the Town. He did, how-
ever, discover that on Wednes-
day, the lane had been sprayed 
by neighbours Mike  and Leah 
Maves, who own a portion 
of the gravel road, to help the 
homeowners on Hickory Ave-
nue. As grateful as he is to his 
neighbours, “it is a cost the 
Maves should not be respon-
sible for,” he says, and is at best 
a temporary solution, until the 
Town finds a permanent reso-
lution to a problem that began 
about 15 years ago.

The Pedal Pub requires a regional licence to operate, but councillors have issues with safety and 
noise. The tour company hasn’t operated this summer, but was hoping to before the end of the 
season. (Penny Coles/file photo)
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Pandemic fatigue will lead      
to more cases of COVID-19

First the good news.
The Province has an-

nounced one-time funding 
of up to $4 billion, partially 
funded by the federal gov-
ernment, to help municipal-
ities maintain services while 
facing increased costs due to 
COVID-19. 

There are no details to say 
how the money will be divided 
between 444 municipalities — 
that information will come in 
the following weeks.

Given the costly services 
it is expected to protect, such 
as transit, public health, and 
helping the homeless and vul-
nerable in society, it could be 
expected our regional govern-
ment may see the lion’s share 
of whatever may be directed 
this way.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
says the Region sent a report 
outlining their needs to the 
Province, representing all 12 
municipalities. That was the 
strategy agreed upon by all 
mayors, thinking it would give 
them a stronger voice. But 
at the same time she expects 
she will have the opportuni-
ty to present a case for Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake’s unique 

needs as a community that 
relies heavily on tourism, and 
the devastation to the local 
economy. Let’s hope for more 
desperately-needed good 
news on that front, because 
what we’re hearing from local 
businesses is that they need 
help, and soon.

The bad news is the spike 
in local cases of the virus.

Niagara-on-the-Lake has 
seen a jump of nine new cases 
recently, and although not a 
large number, that means we 
have nine local people, friends, 
neighbours, and loved ones, 
who are now dealing with this 
frightening disease.

We don’t know how sick 
they are, or even if they have 
symptoms. We don’t know 
whether they need help, or 
are well looked-after by fam-
ily and friends. And we don’t 
know how the disease was in-
troduced to the community. 
The original cases are from 
unknown transmission, the 
rest categorized as spread by 
close contact.

The Niagara Region Public 
Health officer has cited priva-
cy issues in the past, but in this 
case, he says he doesn’t know 

how the first cases were intro-
duced to the community.

What we do know is we 
have to continue to be cau-
tious. 

There’s a term we’re hear-
ing, which could explain the 
spike here, and in many oth-
er cities and towns across the 
country. It’s called pandemic 
fatigue, and it’s causing people 
to let down their guard, much 
too soon.

If we’ve been a little care-
less, maybe we need a wake-
up call, but it’s a shame the 
reality of our friends and 
neighbours being sick is what 
is reminding us.

Listen to the experts — 
it’s selfish not to. Avoid large 
gatherings. Stay within your 
household. Wash and sanitize 
your hands often, and when 
physical distancing isn’t possi-
ble, wear a face covering.

We may be suffering from 
pandemic fatigue, but that’s 
nothing to the suffering that 
could come from COVID-19, 
either for ourselves or those 
we put at risk. Stay the course.

Penny Coles
The Local

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip

Letters! We want letters!
If you have a letter to the editor you’d like to see 
published, please send it to penny@notllocal.
com. Please try to keep it to about 350 words. 
Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous letters. 
The deadline is Monday at noon.

The trusted voice of our community

Editor: 
Penny Coles 
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Monday, Aug. 3: The 
full Moon is today at 11:58 
a.m., at 11 degrees Aquari-
us. Emotions are high, and 
added tensions come from 

Venus and the north node of 
the Moon, and Mercury op-
posite Saturn. Pride in what 
you’ve accomplished some-
how isn’t enough today. Be 
careful.

It was Aug. 3, 1951 that 
the world first said hello to 

Marcel Dionne, who would 
go on to a great career in the 
NHL.

The entire Aucterlonie 
on Astrology is also on The 
NOTL Local Facebook page 
and also on my Podcast: www.
auchterlonieonastrology.ca.

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology

Views from the couch

Say I Do is a series about 
a  dress designer, an interi-
or designer and a chef who 
team up to create memorable 
weddings. The team mem-

bers focus their talents to 
create magically appropriate 
fairytale weddings for ex-
traordinarily ordinary men 
and women. It is a shame-
lessly sentimental series. I 
loved it, you will love it.

Donald Combe is a  

retired English teacher who 
loves to go to movies. During 
the pandemic, restricted to 
Netflix, he has graciously 
agreed to share his opinions 
of what he is watching with  
“short and sweet” exclusive 
reviews for The Local.

Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

Chamber works toward recovery, 
welcoming tourists safely

As we welcome back visi-
tors to our community, there 
is something that they have 
added to their luggage. Trust.

We are all tourists once in a 
while, and we have always tak-
en for granted we will arrive 
back home in the same con-
dition that we left. Reopened 
does not mean recovered, but 
the last three weeks I proud-
ly witnessed all the hours of 
preparations and changes the 
tourism industry of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake invested to en-
sure our visitors and guests feel 
welcomed and safe in this new 
tourism environment.

Stage 2 of our Recovery 
Plan included trying different 
options to allow for the re-
quired physical distancing and 
build trust from visitors and 
residents alike. The key to suc-
cess is being able to shift when 
situations shift. Our health 
and the health of our business-
es rely on us getting comfort-
able with change, and adapt-
ing swiftly and nimbly when 
it presents its challenges. After 
all the negative feedback we 
thought might be in the sur-
veys of Queen Street, we were 
surprised to see how much the 
community was supportive of 
the street closure trials.

During the closure of the 
office of the Chamber of Com-
merce and Tourism NOTL, 
we never stopped working, de-
spite that most of the staff was 
laid off. We made a Recovery 
Plan that we have been follow-
ing since early May, and a Re-
covery Guide, available online 

on our website. We also pro-
duced a three-times-a-week 
newsletter free to all those who 
wanted to subscribe. It  con-
tained government resources, 
as well as protocols and guide-
lines from various associations 
and institutions, such as The 
Retail Council of Canada, The 
Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce, TIAO and TIAC, and 
the World Travel and Tourism 
Council, all available on our 
website without login or pass-
word. 

The seemingly endless 
meetings that all teams, large 
or small, have had to consid-
er every aspect of our visitors’ 
and guests’ needs, also includ-
ed analyzing the potential fears 
of all residents. 

Many of us moved to Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake after vis-
iting as tourists. The destina-
tion has been one of the most 
recognized tourism brands in 
Canada, for the last 35 years 
at least. Traffic and a certain 
amount of people on the street 
are part of a tourism destina-
tion. Managing it would be 

beneficial for both residents 
and visitors alike. We are a 
living community that works 
together toward our common 
good. 

The Chamber of Com-
merce and Tourism NOTL 
are proud of being inclusive 
associations, welcoming ev-
eryone. We have received 
some extremely disturbing 
comments recently, and we 
want everyone to know we 
cherish and adhere to the Ca-
nadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms and the Ontario 
Human Rights Code. We will 
not tolerate any form of racism 
or racial profiling, based on 
place or ethnic origin, colour, 
race, citizenship, sex or sexual 
orientation, gender identity or 
expression, marital or family 
status, disability, creed or age. 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, wel-
comes everyone. 

Find your moment! Wel-
come back, we missed you …

To see Mike Balsom’s re-
cent interview of Eduardo Laf-
forgue, go to https://youtu.be/
idJxGd0nf5U 

Eduardo Lafforge
Special to The Local

Eduardo Lafforge
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Safe use of medications: lessons from COVID-19 

Modern medicine has had 
a wonderful impact in the last 
50 years, but health care can do 
harm as well as good, as recent 
events with hydroxychloroquine 
for COVID-19 have shown.

Experts expressed concern 
in May, when U.S. President 
Donald Trump touted hydroxy-
chloroquine, a malaria drug, as 
a “game changer” ready for im-
mediate use for the treatment of 
COVID-19 and claimed to be 
taking it himself. They warned 
that his promotion of the drug 
could spark wide misuse by the 
public, with potentially fatal side 
effects.

Decisions about the safety 
and effectiveness of drugs are 
based almost entirely on what 
is known as a randomized con-
trolled trial (RCT), in which 

patients are randomly assigned 
to receive a treatment or not. 
Since May, RCTs on the effec-
tiveness of hydroxychloroquine 
in the treatment of COVID-19 
have reported that the drug 
produces little or no reduction 
in the mortality of hospitalized 
COVID-19 patients when com-
pared to control group patients 
who received standard care. It 
is certainly not the hoped-for 
“miracle cure” to COVID-19. 

The situation with hydroxy-
chloroquine highlights the im-
portance of not being persuaded 
by “miracle drugs,” such as those 
advertised on TV, and that there 
are risks associated with every 
medication. The lessons learned 
from these events are import-
ant, especially for people with 
underlying health conditions 
(heart disease and stroke, diabe-
tes, long-term lung disease, and 
cancer) who are at increased risk 
of COVID-19. As well, the more 

underlying conditions an indi-
vidual has, the greater the risk of 
both COVID-19 and polyphar-
macy. Polypharmacy is the con-
current use of multiple medica-
tions. On average, people over 
the age of 65 are on six drugs a 
day. Often the physicians who 
prescribe the drugs do not com-
municate, which can result in a 
patient getting drugs from each 
of their specialists, such as their 
cardiologist, neurologist, psychi-
atrist, and endocrinologist. Poly-
pharmacy increases the risk of 
heart disease, atrial fibrillation, 
high blood pressure, diabetes, 
long-term lung disease, and de-
lirium. You need to assess with 
the assistance of your friends, 
family and health care practi-
tioners the following:
• Are the drugs you are taking 

incompatible when taken to-
gether? 

• Are you able to easily obtain 
your drugs in your community? 

• Are there reasons why you 
are not taking the medica-
tions? 

• Are you keeping track of how 
you are doing while you are 
taking your medications?
To be safe, take medication 

only at the time and dosage at 
which they are prescribed. The 
essentials of medication use are 
as follows:
• Medication is not a panacea, 

but part of what is needed 
to reduce the impact of dis-
ease. For example, best re-
sults for high blood pressure 
occur when you take your 
prescribed medication while 
also managing your diet and 
physical activity.

• Medication needs to be mon-
itored, so have regular checks 
with your physician.

• As we age, some of our bodily 
functions and organs change 
our tolerance to drugs, which 
can require changes in doses.

• Be mindful of acute illness, as 
common illnesses can change 
our tolerance to medications.  

• Medication needs to be taken 
as it is prescribed - omitting 
or taking excess doses can 
lead to under-treatment or 
overdose.

• Remember not all over-the-
counter medications are safe 
for you to take.  

• Think long term. Some med-
ication, such as sleeping tab-
lets, may give you the illusion 
of short-term gain, but will 
cause you long-term pain. 

• Speak to your doctor or phar-
macist about side effects of 
your medications to stay in-
formed.

• Just because something is not 
marketed as a drug, such as 
alcohol, does not mean it does 
not have the effects of drugs. 

• Be wary of  ‘food supple-
ments’ and unlicensed prod-
ucts, as they can interact neg-
atively with medicines you 
take, and all of them poten-
tially cost you money. 

• Bring your complete list of 
medications to each doctor 
appointment so they know all 
the drugs you are taking, not 
just the ones they prescribe.

Family and friends can be 
helpful if you have concerns 
about taking medications and 
should be encouraged to talk 
about your medicines. By un-
derstanding your present rou-
tine for managing drugs you 

are taking, it may be possible 
to identify potential problems 
and how to overcome these. 
They can also help with open-
ing packages some drugs are in, 
reading small print on drug la-
bels and reminding you to take 
your medication.

Rather than looking for 
another pill to cure your next 
ailment, look around in your 
community for other approach-
es to improving your health and 
quality of life. Pain control is 
a good example of the impor-
tance of non-drug approaches 
to ailments. These approaches 
eliminate the risk of becom-
ing addicted to one of the pain 
management drugs that thou-
sands of people experience. For 
example, pain can be decreased 
and stress relieved with relax-
ation techniques, such as:
• Aromatherapy. 
• Deep breathing, tensing your 

muscles and then relaxing. 
• Meditation and yoga to help 

your mind and body relax. 
• Guided imagery teaches you 

to imagine a picture in your 
mind. You learn to focus on the 
picture instead of your pain. It 
may help you learn how to 
change the way your body 
senses and responds to pain. 

• Music may help increase en-
ergy levels and improve your 
mood. It may help reduce 
pain by triggering your body 
to release endorphins - nat-
ural chemicals produced by 
the body that decrease pain. 

• Biofeedback helps your body 
respond differently to the 
stress of being in pain. 

• Self-hypnosis is a way to di-
rect your attention to some-
thing other than your pain.

• Acupuncture therapy  uses 
thin needles to balance ener-
gy channels in the body and 
this may help reduce pain 
and other symptoms.
An important fact is that 

people most at risk may be the 
group that is least able to ask for 
a review of their medication. 
Physicians have a responsibil-
ity to de-prescribe drugs. This 
process is where they review 
the medications for people with 
multiple prescribed drugs and 
stop or reduce some to decrease 
side effect risk and improve out-
comes. If you are concerned you 
have been prescribed multiple 
medications by different physi-
cians, you should ask your fam-

ily physician for a review of all 
your medications.

Everyone should check 
with their doctor before mix-
ing medicines, including over-
the-counter medications. In 
addition to medications that 
physicians prescribe to patients, 
over-the-counter drugs can also 
cause problems. For example, 
your doctor can review your 
heart medications, and avoid 
prescribing to you heart med-
ications that when mixed with 
Aspirin and supplements such 
as omega-3 fish oil and garlic, 
are known to cause problems 
with your thinking ability. 
Heath care practitioners are in-
structed through guidelines to 
consider the following issues in 
a handbook from the US Agen-
cy for Healthcare Research and 
Quality, called Patient Safety 
and Quality by Ronda Hughes:
• Whether drugs you are tak-

ing are incompatible (medi-
cation reconciliation). 

• Where you obtain your drugs 
(medical procurement). 

• Whether you are not tak-
ing the medications and the 
reasons why (intentional 
non-adherence).

• Keeping track of how you are 
doing while taking your medi-
cations (ongoing monitoring). 
Medicines are part of the 

reason modern healthcare has 
had a tremendous impact on 
death and disability, but remem-
ber, all medicines can have side 
effects, especially when taken 
together.

Larry W. Chambers has au-
thored 175 articles and books 
concerning disease prevention 
(e.g. dementia), quality improve-
ment in long-term care homes, 
and innovative approaches for 
continuing professional develop-
ment. He is research director of 
the Niagara Regional Campus, 
School of Medicine, McMaster 
University. Eva Liu and Hanna 
Levy are medical students at the 
Niagara Regional Campus of 
the McMaster University School 
of Medicine. They are interest-
ed in improving community 
wellness of frail older adults in 
NOTL by narrowing the fitness 
(physical and brain) gap, diver-
sifying housing options for older 
adults, and increasing economic 
activity within the community 
that also increases ability of our 
minds to interact with people 
and ideas.
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Thomson 
shares  
experience 
of open-heart 
surgery
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Kaiser vows to continue 

working for Liberals

Conservative Tony Baldinelli, Niagara Falls riding MP, shakes the hand of Brian Barker, the NDP candidate who came in 

third in Monday’s federal election.  (Mike Balsom)

A short burst of elation 

quickly turned somber 

among friends and family 

of Liberal candidate An-

drea Kaiser, as the Niaga-

ra-on-the-Lake woman fell 

behind in votes Monday 

night and it became clear 

Conservative Tony Baldi-

nelli was going to Ottawa to 

represent the Niagara Falls 

riding.
The room grew quiet as 

Kaiser’s group of support-

ers and campaign workers 

huddled around a tiny bar 

and two small televisions at 

the Old Stone Inn, watch-

ing Justin Trudeau’s Liberal 

party win a minority gov-

ernment while the Niagara 

Falls riding remained Con-

servative.
But when news spread 

the Liberal candidate was 

about to arrive and support-

ers moved into the larger 

area that was intended for 

a victory celebration, Kaiser 

entered the room to loud 

applause, and with a huge 

smile headed to give her 

mother, sister and daughter 

hugs before heading to the 

podium to thank all those 

who had worked to turn the 

riding red.
Although she allowed 

a glimpse of her emotions 

to show when she told the 

crowd of about 60 sup-

porters, “I feel like I let you 

down,” the smile quickly re-

turned along with her com-

posure.
“I’m truly proud of the 

campaign we ran, and tru-

ly proud of the work we’ve 

done,” said Kaiser.

“I was committed to 

running a campaign that 

would bring some positiv-

ity, a positive spirit and a 

positive energy, and it was 

so amazing. I had a ton of 

fun,” she said, “and met 

some incredible people.”

“I’m so proud of the 

team we built and the new 

Liberal family that we have,” 

Penny Coles 
The Local

Baldinelli dream 
fulfilled with 
election win

It didn’t take long for 

Tony Baldinelli to choke up 

in his thank you speech to 

supporters Monday night. 

Surrounded by about 75 

family members, friends, 

Conservative Party mem-

bers and campaign support 

staff, the new Member of 

Parliament for the Niagara 

Falls riding became emo-

tional only 30 seconds in. 

For most of the night, 

Baldinelli had been holed 

up with his staff in a back 

room at his campaign head-

quarters on Montrose Road 

in Niagara Falls, eagerly 

consulting the polling re-

sults as they were coming 

in. He rarely emerged into 

the larger room, where 

his followers were keeping 

track of the national results 

through the night on two 

big-screen televisions. 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Liberal candidate Andrea Kaiser addresses supporters Monday night.  (Penny Coles)

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 3
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Mistletoe Bride reading at Silversmith
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200-year-old stones need protection to survive
There are 11 ordinance stones in the Old Town that are 200 years old, and they deserve to be celebrated and protected, council heard Monday.

Ted Rumble, a mem-ber of the Niagara Histor-ical Society, was at council Monday to ask the Town to document, repair and pro-tect the stones, which were placed as property markers 

around four military re-serves, as ordered by John Graves Simcoe in 1796.Rumble first discovered one of the stones on the cor-ner of Prideaux and Simcoe Streets, and his curiosity about its history and his ensuing research led to the discovery that there were originally 36 such stones. He has only been able to find 11 remaining.They are solid limestone, engraved and numbered, and shown on a map of 

1853, he told councillors, in areas that include the former Mississagua Re-serve, now the NOTL Golf course; the Garrison Re-serve, which includes Fort George and the Commons, and four other lots that in-clude Simcoe Park. The best preserved stone, he said, is at the cor-ner of Simcoe and Queen Street, by the Charles Inn.The BO engraved on each stone stands for the Board of Ordinance, found-

ed in the 1600s, Rumble explained, and the arrow on them is a symbol called a board arrow, used to des-ignate the property of the British government.There is another beside the bench at the entrance to Simcoe Park, which has sunk into the ground, as have some of the others, he said — a stone by Queen’s Royal Park has sunk so low it could disappear within a couple of years.The marker at the cor-

ner of Johnson and Nassau Streets has been damaged by construction equipment, he said, showing councillors a stone with a large chunk chipped out of it. “It’s 200 years old,” he emphasized.Rumble asked the Town to enlist its heritage and operations departments to recognize the historic sig-nificance of the stones, and celebrate them, “as a direct link between us and the very founding of our town.”He hopes to see them 

documented, repaired where they are damaged, reposi-tioned to their original height “so they can be properly ap-preciated,” and protected by barriers erected around them.
Two are on Parks Can-ada property, he said, sug-gesting they would need to work together, along with the Friends of Fort George, and the Niagara Historical Society. 

Penny ColesThe Local

‘Tis the season forCandlelight Stroll
“This is the season and YOU are the reason why we gather to celebrate the bounty of this year in our community, said Town Crier Tom Pekar, as he welcomed the hundreds of people who gathered at the Court House, wrapped in scarves, topped with hats and holding can-dles to this year’s Candlelight Stroll.

“By the powers invested in me, I declare the open-ing of the 2019 Candlelight stroll. Huzzah! Huzzah! HUZZAH!”
Pekar introduced Paul MacIntyre, the chair of the board of directors for the Ni-agara-on-the-Lake Chamber of Commerce.MacIntyre thanked the crowd for participating in the 30th anniversary of the stroll, and visitors for attend-ing, but had a special mes-

sage for locals. “To the residents of Niag-ara-on-the-Lake, thank you for supporting this special evening. It is events such as tonight that remind us how fortunate we are to live in such a generous and warm community. Attendance re-cords continue to be broken every year and I can’t imag-ine a place on earth at this moment where the human spirit is stronger. My heart is full, being up here,” he said, addressing the crowd from the small balcony over the Court House steps.Thirty years ago, the Can-dlelight Stroll was started by local residents Arthur Nieu-wdorp and his wife Irene. Nieuwdorp developed the idea in 1988 during the lead-up to the Calgary Winter Olympics. He watched the Olympic torch relay as it travelled across the country 

Kim WadeSpecial to The Local

Emmy Wise and Will Marley pose with 
Father Christmas in front of the Court 
House, as they wait for the Candlelight 
Stroll to begin.  (Fred Mercnik)

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 3

NOTL LOCAL Front and Editorial Banner Bookings
There are just a few dates left for these premium

positions for 2020! Contact us today!

Don’t miss out!
NOTL businesses: call Karen at 905.641.5335

or email karen@notllocal.com
outside NOTL: call Julia at 905.934.1040 

or email julia@notllocal.com

LETTERSLETTERS
Niagara-on-the-L ake 

COVID-19 numbers — do we 
truly know where we stand? In 
my opinion, no.

Are we getting too compla-
cent? Yes.

I just learned from an ear-
ly 20s person that there was a 
possibility they may have been 
exposed to COVID-19.  A cou-
ple of this person’s friend’s family 
members, had tested positive for 
COVID-19.   My first question 
was, have you been tested? The 
answer was no and apparently, 
with no intention of being test-
ed. The statement made was, “I 
called my doctor and was told I 
didn’t need to if I self-isolate for 
14 days”. 

Really? 
Do you not feel you have 

a moral and civil obligation? 
The other comment made was, 
“even after you isolate, they 
don’t test again.” 

I thought we have the right 
to request this even though you 
might have to wait two weeks 
for the result (unacceptable). 
The next comment made was, 
“well, I won’t die from it.” There 
is a possibility you might not, 
however . . . 

I just got off the phone with 
another young person in their 

late 20s working part-time who 
was advised by their employer 
to go and get tested, and being 
responsible, they are going to 
do so. They also shared with me 
that a sibling had just recently 
gone to a clinic to be tested and 
was asked by a nurse doing the 
test if they had any symptoms.  
When the response was no, 
the nurse said, “you really don’t 
need to have a test, and next 
time if you don’t display any 
symptoms, you should not have 
one done.” Wow!

  Then I get an email from 
a relative which headlined: 
“Inhaled steroids, Silver Bullet 
Off-label use for COVID-19 
treatment.”

Why do people send these 
emails if they haven’t checked 
the facts. Since then, this Face-
book post has been removed. 
This doctor seemed to elude 
to the fact that this steroid is 
what has kept numbers low in 
countries like Taiwan, Singa-
pore and Iceland.  The reason 
Taiwan’s numbers are low are: 
they introduced a strict travel 
ban immediately; they antici-
pated high demands for masks, 
thus the ‘Taiwan’s mask miracle’;  
they used technology to trace 
suspected patients and tracked 

Do we know where we stand?
their whereabouts during their 
14-day quarantine; people in 
quarantine were supplied food 
and books; and Taiwan rolled 
out a welfare program giving 
those in quarantine $30 a day 
during that period.   Singapore 
was similar.  Iceland from the 
beginning did contact tracing 
as well as aggressively testing for 
the virus on a per capita basis at 
the highest rate in the world.

  Come on people, make 
sure, when you believe your 
health may be compromised, to 
get tested. As a family physician 
friend in Washington D.C. said 
to me, “this is a very dangerous 
and easily transmissible virus.”   
I know many in the healthcare 
field are doing their best and are 
working relentlessly with sick 
patients, however, staff doing 
the testing do not have a crystal 
ball.  When any patient goes in 
to be tested, the response should 
be “great, you’re here to get test-
ed … let’s get it done.” Nobody 
should be intimidated.

Not only do you have a mor-
al obligation to protect yourself, 
family and friends, but the peo-
ple around you, whose immune 
systems may be compromised. 

Shirley Madsen
NOTL

Larry W. Chambers
Hanna Levy, Eva Liu

Special to The Local

The opinions expressed in submitted commentary, and letters to the editor, 
are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of The NOTL Local.
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Newark Neighbours no longer collecting 
goods at Cornerstone

Our heartfelt thanks go 
out to this generous com-
munity who continue to 
support us with monetary 
donations, food donations 

and other assistance for our 
non-profit organization. 

A special note of grat-
itude to the volunteers at 
the NOTL Rotary Club who 
assisted us with the two spe-
cial community donation 
pickup days, and to all the 
households who donated 
such quality items to us. We 
will have a wonderful selec-
tion of goods once we are 
able to open our thrift store. 

Sincere thanks to the 
group of parishioners from 

St. Mark’s Anglican Church, 
who organized a food drive 
for us and again, to those 
households who contribut-
ed to these donations. This 
food drive was timely and 
nicely stocked our food 
bank. 

Please note that we can 
no longer accept clothing 
and household donations at 
the Cornerstone Commu-
nity Church. We are taking 
a pause until we can reopen 
our thrift store.  Thank you 

for your donations. It has 
been such a pleasure work-
ing with Pastor Jeff Martens 
and his church members 
who were so accommodat-
ing to us. Thank you to the 
youth volunteers as well 
who came to our rescue 
when we needed help.   

Our focus remains 
on serving our food cli-
ents on a weekly basis. 
Non-perishable food can 

be dropped off at our 310 
John Street location on 
Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings, between 10 a.m. 
and 12 noon.  

We are so fortunate to 
have folks within our com-
munity who continue to 
donate food to us on a reg-
ular basis, and we want you 
to know how much this is 
appreciated by us and our 
food clients. 

I will take this opportu-
nity to express my sincere 
gratitude to our volunteers 
who have continued to 
participate by serving our 
food clients, stocking the 
food bank and accepting 
and sorting donations at 
Cornerstone Church for the 
past month.      

Please check our website 
at www.newarkneighours.
ca  for updates.

Laura Gibson
Special to The Local

TaijiFit and art show and sale 
at McFarland Park Friday

With Stage 3 reopening, 
an outdoor event with Taiji 
exercises will be followed by a 
Paint & Sell, with members of 
the Parkway Artists Guild, in 
spacious McFarland Park, this 
Friday, July 31, from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

Yimlei Molly Yep, a cer-
tified TaijiFit instructor, will 
lead a free Taiji class in the 
morning. All are welcome to 
this 40-minute Taiji continu-
ous flow class for health and 

fitness. Mirroring the instruc-
tor for whole body move-
ments will provide immediate 
benefits, including  feeling the 
internal healing Qi to all the 
organs. Taiji has been proven 
to improve posture, balance, 
flexibility and strength, says 
Yep. The Taiji class will start at 
11:15 a.m.

After lunch, Parkway 
Artists Guild members will 
participate in the Paint & Sell 
near McFarland House, on 
the Niagara River Parkway. 
The Parkway Artists Guild is a 
non-profit association of Niag-

ara artists, who will set up un-
der the trees to paint McFar-
land House and other scenes, 
and display small artwork for 
sale. All sales will go through 
the McFarland House shop.

McFarland House is a her-
itage home built in 1800. It is 
well-known for its afternoon 
tea, with baked goods home-
made fresh daily. Only take-
out is available this season. 
Fresh coffee, iced tea, lemon-
ade, water are also available. 
There are picnic tables for 
lunch and public washrooms 
are open.

Local staff

Safety, noise are problems

Town on the second route, 
which goes through the resi-
dential neighbourhood. The 
suggested route would travel 
along Butler Street, through 
Butler’s Burial Ground and 
over a narrow bridge, used by 
pedestrians, and then through 
Garrison Village.

The wide bicycle would take 
up the whole width of the path, 
which would be unsafe for pe-
destrians who would have to 
move off it, councillors were 
told by interim CAO Sheldon 
Randall.

It’s loud, and not appropri-
ate for a residential neighbour-
hood, he added.

“When it comes to lifestyle 
and safety of residents,” said 
Coun. Wendy Cheropita, “this 
is something all residents are 
against. As much as it is some-
thing visitors like, I would say it 
negatively impacts residents.”

Cheropita suggested there 

might be other areas in Niagara 
where the Pedal Pub would be 
welcome.

“We may not be putting this 
group out of business, we may 
be offering them an opportunity 
where they would be welcome.”

“I think there is a place for 
it, but I have some serious con-
cerns about the routes that are 
going though town,” agreed 
Coun. Norm Arsenault.

In addition to safety, he 
added, “it has kind of a carnival 
feel to it. I agree there are better 
places where it could do quite 
well, but I’m not in support 
with keeping it here.”

Coun. John Wiens said 
he was disappointed last year  
when the Region issued a li-
cence for the Pedal Pub compa-
ny to operate in NOTL, with-
out asking the town councillors 
whether they approve of the 
operation. For him, he said, the 
answer is “a  big no, because of 
safety, and because of the noise 
and singing going through res-
idential areas. I don’t think it’s 

appropriate.”
Although Coun. Allan Bis-

back also said he finds it safety is-
sue, he asked about discussing al-
ternative routes with the business 
owners, but was told by Randall 
he didn’t think there could be 
routes that wouldn’t take it on re-
gional roads or through residen-
tial neighbourhoods.

“There are a lot of challeng-
es with this. I’m not sure we 
can achieve a route that will not 
have an impact on residents,” 
said Randall.

Coun. Gary Burroughs 
suggested council recommend 
to the Region that the licence 
not be renewed, and Coun. 
Clare Cameron asked that the 
recommendation include that 
council discussed safety, traffic 
congestion and proximity of 
routes to residential areas as 
their main concerns.

Randall said the comments 
would be forwarded to the 
Region, and the Town could 
discuss a bylaw banning pedal 
pubs from Town roads.

Continued from page 5

Millergroupproperties.com
289 687 9455

Office: 905-468-4214
125 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
ON L0S 1J0 

Congratulations to the 
#1 NOTL SALES TEAM
 for the month of June,
THE MILLER GROUP.

Work with the Best, NOTL’s favourite 
Mother & Sons Real Estate Team.

Matt Miller
Sales Rep

William Miller
BrokerSally Miller

Sales Rep

Work on the new Skateboard Park in the Virgil Sports Park, which was initially scheduled 
for completion by the end of July, began last week. It’s being funded through a partner-
ship of the Town and the Virgil Business Association, with an expected completion date of 
September or October. A second phase, with the addition of a pump track, is planned, but 
fundraising will be required. (Penny Coles)

Skateboard Park construction underway

ATTENTION 
ADVERTISERS: 

There will be an early 
deadline for the 

August 6th issue. 

Booking Deadline 
Friday, July 31st 

at noon
Enjoy the Civic 

Holiday Weekend!
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Music Niagara presents two virtual concerts this weekend

Pianist Victor Paukstelis, also an artist, will perform virtually for Music Niagara Sunday. (Photo supplied)

Due to the pandemic, 
our wondrous musicians, 
performers and Music Ni-
agara Festival team have 
moved everything to virtual 
events.

The Music Niagara 
Festival is bringing music 
to you, with our new  At 
Home  Series, which pro-
vides the essence of what we 
planned for 2020 before the 
pandemic. This past week-
end, a large audience tuned 
in to watch Emma Mein-
renken’s premiere, and par-
ticipated in the live Great 
Debate with Tom Allen. 

On Sunday, Aug. 2 at 
4 p.m., our Music Niagara 
At Home  season continues 
with a most exceptional and 
affecting recital by Lithua-
nian pianist, Victor Pauks-
telis, who has performed a 
wide classical repertoire in 
leading concert halls in Vi-
enna, Berlin, Paris and New 
York.

Quite astonishing is that 
he has been gifted since 

childhood with an equal 
virtuosity as a painter and 
visual artist, and is the cre-
ator of many art works, 
some to be found in the 
Modern Art Centre in Vil-
nius and in other Lithu-
anian private collections. 
Examples of his art will be 
displayed and visible, as 
a backdrop to the piano 
on which he performs, in 
what he describes as a solo- 
animation project. That he 
seems on occasion to gaze 
in reverie at his art, while 
at the same time entirely 
fixed on his playing, seems 
a fusion of his distinct sen-
sibilities. It is a feat that 
few pianists would hazard. 
Technology, as it continues 
to alter what is required of 
us as audiences, has made 
this possible. 

On Monday, Aug. 3 at 4 
p.m., the Festival welcomes 
back Robert Silverman, the 
celebrated Canadian pia-
nist, well-known to Music 
Niagara audiences. Recog-
nized as one of Canada’s 
leading pianists, Silverman 
has reached a level of musi-

cal and technical authority 
that can only be attained 
after years of deep com-
mitment to the instrument 
and its vast literature.  Over 
more than five decades, he 
has performed in concert 
halls all over North Ameri-
ca, Europe, the Far East and 
Australia, and has appeared 

as soloist with many major 
international orchestras. 
His discography is exten-
sive, and his recordings 
of Chopin, Liszt, Mozart 
and Beethoven have been 
widely-acclaimed. He was 
appointed to the Order of 
Canada in 2013. Silverman 
has put together a series of 

some of his favourite per-
formances. 

We hope that you can 
join us on our virtual At 
Home journey of perfor-
mances.

To watch performanc-
es, just go to Music Ni-
agara’s  ‘Watch Live’  page 
on the day of the event, 

at https://www.music 
niagara.org/live/. 

Please visit our new 
website to see the full details 
of the 2020 seasonal  https://
www.musicniagara.org/. 
Thank you for supporting 
us. With your help we will 
ensure that great music re-
mains for us in Niagara. 

Karen Lade
Special to The Local
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98 DELATER STREET 
$799,000

MLS 30824237 • Marilyn Francis

344 NIAGARA BOULEVARD 
$1,395,000

MLS 30824047 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

1620 CONCESSION 4 ROAD 
$735,000

MLS 30824652 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

324 NIAGARA BOULEVARD 
$1,299,000

MLS 30786148 • Nicole Vanderperk 
and Christopher Bowron

558 LANDSDOWNE AVENUE 
$1,969,000

MLS 30804183 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

12 ABERDEEN LANE 
$799,000

MLS 30808801 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

61 FRONTIER DRIVE 
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MLS 30811629 • Thomas Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft

6382 PINESTONE ROAD 
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and Caroline Polgrabia

368 NIAGARA BOULEVARD 
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1060 CONCESSION 2 ROAD
$949,000

MLS 30768722 • Randall Armstrong

343 REGENT STREET 
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MLS 30815362 • Thomas Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft

219 MARY STREET 
$998,000

MLS 30823357 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft
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NEW LISTING
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SOLD

SOLD



10 notllocal.comJuly 30, 2020               THE NOTL LOCAL

Dogs leashed, feelings unleashed during weekly walk

Rob Thibault and Evil walk at the Outlet Collection of Niaga-
ra  (Mike Balsom)

For Rob Thibault and a 
group of area men, a reg-
ular Monday night walk 
with their dogs is crucial 
to their mental health.

Thibault, who runs a 
part-time dog training 

school called TBones K9 in 
St. Catharines, started Niag-
ara Men’s Canine and Chat 
as a Facebook group in Jan-
uary. He organized the first 
group walk in early Febru-
ary, reaching out to friends, 
co-workers and students at 
his school, and hasn’t missed 
a Monday since.

The father of three 
adult children suffers from 
PTSD due to a childhood 
trauma. Thibault has been 
through more than five 
years of group therapy to 
deal with his emotional 
issues, but maxed out the 
time he could spend in 
the system. He was look-
ing for a forum in which 
he could discuss mental 
health challenges when it 
dawned on him. 

“I’ve got lots of friends,” 
says Thibault, “but nobody 
has any time. All of my 
friends have dogs, and lots 
of other guys have dogs, 
but don’t have time to go 
to a bar. It was really easy 
to just get a group together 
and go for a walk.”

A huge fan of the Out-
let Collection at Niagara, 
the St. Catharines resident 
decided to hold the out-
ings there. “It’s an ideal 
situation. There’s shop-
ping, and shade, and wa-
ter, and the whole thing 
is dog-friendly.” Though 
they have met up in other 
locations, most Mondays 
are spent at the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake shopping 
centre.

The group has felt 
welcomed since day one, 
though Thibault remem-
bers a drone tailing them 

during one of their first 
walks. He assumed they 
were being observed out 
of curiosity by mall secu-
rity, but there has never 
been an issue. In fact, he 
says, they are often left 
alone to walk after store 
closing hours. 

The group meets Mon-
day nights at 7 p.m. out-
side of Tim Hortons. The 
only rule is that dogs must 
be leashed. Some will stop 
in to pick up a coffee be-
fore walking. The dogs, of 
course, are central to the 
evening. The canine com-
panions are what gets the 
walkers out of the house. 
But it’s clear these walks 
mean much more to the 
men involved.

Thibault himself sud-
denly lost his “heart dog”, 
Athena, a seven-year-old 
boxer-cane corso cross, 
to liver cancer in April. 
Talking about her brings 
tears to the 45-year-old’s 
eyes. “She was the reason 
I got into dog training”, 
Thibault says. “She was an 
amazing dog, and she to-
tally saved my life. When 
I lost her, I knew I had to 
continue these walks.”

A week after losing 
Athena, Thibault found 
his current companion, an 
apricot poodle he named 

Evil. She is already a star in 
his training classes, having 
earned four certificates in 
just three months. 

Word caught on about 
the Monday nights after 
Thibault left a message 
on HTZ-FM’s morning 
show answering machine. 
The Facebook group got 
a few hits after that, and 
since then, the walks 
have grown in popularity, 
though there has never 
been more than five walk-
ers at a time.

“I’m okay with that,” he 
says. “It’s just marvellous 
to have a fluid, changing 
place for guys to come if 
they just need to vent, or 
need a place to hang. It’s 
nice to be able to be there.”

“It’s always a dynamic 
conversation,” adds Thi-
bault. “We’ll talk about 
work, or whatever is go-
ing on in somebody’s life. 
Almost always someone 
has a way to relate, even 
directly. All sorts of emo-
tions come up. Everything 
from having a great laugh, 
to the odd tear here and 
there. We’ve had a lot of 
discussion about strug-
gling with finances during 
COVID, with guys feeling 
that they have to be the 
primary breadwinner.”

This past Monday my 

dog Cocoa and I were the 
fifth of each species to 
join the walk. The two of 
us were immediately wel-
comed and joined in step 
with the physically-dis-
tanced guys. While cir-
cling the mall three more 
times, the conversation 
was light, but it was clear 
that one other newcom-
er was thankful for some 
sympathetic ears. 

Hoots is one of Thi-
bault’s co-workers in his 
full-time job with an auto 
parts distributor. Having 
shared his relationship 
problems with Thibault, 
he was encouraged to join 
in for the first time this 
week. 

“It’s hit me really hard,” 
says Hoots. “Rob told me 
I had to come out, and 
I’m glad I did. It’s exactly 
what I needed. I’m from 
Hamilton, and I live in 
the Falls now, so I’ve lost a 
lot of friendships. It’s hard 
to speak to people about 
what’s going on, but I feel I 
can talk to these guys.”

Adds Darren, who with 
his dog Jed were Thibault’s 
students, “you find com-
mon ground with people 
you didn’t know you had. 
With guys, we’re macho, 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Wine Boutique and Tasting Bar
Now Open for Tastings 

Reservations Only
Curbside and Local Delivery 

still available!
The Farmhouse Café

PATIO OPEN!
Wednesday through Sunday

Reservations Only
Call 905-468-8814 

to make your reservation.
Check our website for full details 

and service hours.

NOW OPEN 
TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

Continued on page 11
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‘This is the place where people can share’

Ryan and Roo, Rob Thibault and Evil, Darren and Jed, and Hoots and Mercules meet at the Outlet Collection at Niagara for a weekly dog walk and chat. 
(Mike Balsom)

we’re tough, we don’t want 
to talk about some things. 
But when there’s other 
guys involved, it’s easier, 
because you realize you’re 
not the only one that’s 
gone through something 
kind of difficult.”

Research backs up 
what Darren posits. A 
recent article in Harper’s 
Bazaar stated that about 
five percent of men are 
comfortable seeking men-
tal health services, and 
also quoted a British study 
that found that 2.5 million 
men admitted to having 
no close friends. Shortly 
after Thibault’s first walk, 
he stumbled upon anoth-
er article, this one about a 
British man who started a 
similar group for similar 
reasons, called Dudes & 
Dogs Walk & Talk. 

“The thing that I’m try-
ing to fight against is that 
norm,” says Thibault. “I go 
out of my way to be very 
open and genuine with 
everyone who comes. I 
want them to know this is 
the way that I am, this is 
the way that it is, and this 
is the place where people 
can share.”

Thibault says his girl-

friend is very supportive 
of his efforts to create a 
forum for men to sup-
port each other. That same 
Harper’s article pointed 
out how common it is 
for women to feel heavily 
burdened with being the 
only emotional crutch on 

which their male partners 
can lean. Groups like this 
one can ease some of that 
burden.

What about the dogs? 
Evil, Mercules and Jed, as 
well as newbies Roo and 
Cocoa, are all well-behaved. 
After a brief sniff, they fall 

in line and walk calmly 
through the outdoor space. 
Curious on-lookers smile 
at the sight of five grown 
men walking their canines 
together. 

Thibault, in fact, con-
vinced Darren and Jed to 
join the first walk as part 

of their training. “I’ll be 
honest,” says Thibault, “it’s 
something I use very heav-
ily. When I got my poodle, 
because of the COVID sit-
uation, this was one of the 
few opportunities to so-
cialize her. I welcome that 
as another reason for guys 

to come out.”
Niagara Men’s Canines 

and Chat will be meeting 
this coming Monday at 
7 p.m. at the outlet mall. 
Thibault encourages any-
one interested to visit the 
Facebook group for more 
information. 

Continued from page 10

We are still offering Curbside Pickup and 
Free Delivery for those who would prefer that 

service.  Call orders to 905-329-2077 
or text 905-329-2077.

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

We are now OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, 
but ask you kindly to adhere to the 

rules posted to keep everyone safe and 
allow for daily design to continue.

We are open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. - 
Monday to Friday, and closed on 

weekends until further notice.

NOW OPEN 
TO SERVE YOU SAFELY
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Expanded Konzelmann patio a draw 

Isabella Zhoe, Sonja Bilic and Jen Huynh enjoy a girls’ day out at Konzelmann Estate Winery. 
(Photos by Kim Wade)

Johnny Rocco’s popular pizza adds something a bit different to the winery patio. 

Konzelmann Estate Win-
ery has expanded its patio 
for the summer season, with 
a great response.

“You really get a sense that 
our guests are so happy to be 
back and able to enjoy a glass 
of wine in beautiful Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake,” says Andrew 
Niven, director of marketing.

Retail manager Fabrianne 
Thorpe was on hand Saturday 
to attest to this fact. As part of 
her duties, she also manages 
the patio, with its increased 
demand. The weekends are 
busy and she believes that the 
demand is high enough that 
they could open during the 
week, she says. At present, the 
patio is open Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday from 12 p.m. to 5 
p.m. With many of the guests 
visiting the winery coming 
from Quebec and the GTA, 
they could expect an even 
greater demand as the Niag-
ara Region moves into Stage 
3 of the provincial mandate. 
An increased demand, adds 
Thorpe, “is a good problem 
to have.”

The patio has operat-
ing for just over three years, 
opening in mid-May. This 
year the launch was post-
poned due to COVID-19 
restrictions with their fourth 
weekend behind them. Niv-
en explained that in order 
to ensure the safety of their 
guests, “we’ve increased 
seating and expanded the 
footprint of the original pa-
tio slightly, in order to better 
compensate proper distanc-
ing our guests.” Guests are 
greeted at a shaded sanitiza-
tion station, seated and wait-

ed on by staff wearing masks. 
Before guests are seated, the 
tables are properly cleared 
and sanitized. There is also a 
flow of traffic with arrows on 
the ground to further ensure 
proper physical distancing. 
The seating area is made up 
of nicely shaded picnic tables 
with umbrellas, and a few 
Muskoka chairs are available 
in the fenced area. 

On offer on the patio are 
a variety of Konzelmann Es-
tate wines and their special-
ity, the fabulously refreshing 
Peachwine Sangria. All pric-
es for the beverages include 
a souvenir GoVino glass to 
take home. They are also 
offering a charcuterie box, 
individually packaged box-
es with a selection of meats, 
cheese, crackers, nuts, fruit, 
and breads. On Saturdays, 
Konzelmann welcomes 
Johnny Rocco’s wood oven 
pizza wagon to add to their 
menu. For dessert, Konzel-
mann has added Marble Slab 
ice cream to the menu with 
flavours made exclusively for 
the winery, including Baco 
Noir and Peachwine, rich va-
nilla ice cream, infused with 
peaches.

“We’ll be looking to ex-
panding our food offerings over 
the next couple weeks, which 
has been an ask from many of 
our guests,” adds Niven.

“We at Konzelmann feel 
so fortunate that we are able 
to welcome back our guests. 
Above everything else, it’s 
great to see our people walking 
through the doors again. The 
recent shift has been a positive 
one at the winery, giving us the 
opportunity to slow down a 
little and focus on guest expe-
rience,” says Niven.

His comment resonates 
with three out-of-town 
guests who were enjoying the 
patio Saturday. Isabella Zhoe, 
Sonja Bilic and Jen Huynh 
sampled wine and pizza on 
the extended patio. They 
were looking for something 
to do, and decided on Kon-
zelmann for a “Girl’s Day.” 
Bilic, from Hamilton, was 
familiar with Konzelmann 
and had suggested that her 
friends come from Toronto 
to join her on the patio for 
some wine and sunshine, be-
cause “we love wine,” and “it’s 
patio season.”

As the summer continues, 
people looking for a Konzel-
mann tasting experience will 
be happy to know the win-
ery is looking forward to in-
creasing some of their tours 
and tasting events. Niven 
assures that, “over the next 
couple of weeks, we’ll begin 
to safely expand our on-site 
experiences; bringing back 
the popular Junk Food Wine 
Pairing Experience, as well as 
on-site (private) tours.”

Peachwine Sangria  
Recipe 

1 bottle of Konzelmann’s 
Peachwine

½ bottle of Sparkling  
Riesling

½ cup of white grape juice
Fresh Ontario peaches and 

berries mixed in

The patio is open every 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
from now until Aug. 31, 12 
p.m. to 5 p.m. The retail store 
is open daily from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Tastings are by reser-
vation. You can book online 
through Konzelmann.ca or 
call 905-935-2866. 

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

Robert Bradley
T: 905.380.0298

Tony McCafferty
T: 905.353.6815

Painting in Niagara-on-the-Lake for more than 40 years.

E: paintersnotl@gmail.com REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

Linda Attoe, RP
905•468•0046 | www.lindaattoe.com
Video-conference & Phone sessions availableVideo-conference & Phone sessions available

Connecting when disconnectedConnecting when disconnected
Serving the Niagara Region since 2005

Gabriella Cater, Vivienne Atwood, Matthew Cater, and Loretta Cater couldn’t wait to get to 
the St. Davids playground Friday afternoon. (Adriana Vizzari)

Daniel Kulchar removes the fencing from around the Virgil Sports Park playground Friday, 
as Niagara reaches Stage 3 of recovery. (Penny Coles)

Playgrounds reopen
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Are you a descendant of a British Home Child?

A group of young girls who were British Home Children, brought to Niagara by Maria Rye. 
(NOTL Museum)

The grand orphanage, Our Western Home on the site that is Rye 
Park, on Rye Street, named for Maria Rye. (NOTL Museum)

When people think of 
the historical significance 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
they may not go too far 
back past the War of 1812.

They are often told of 
the battle of Queenston 
Heights, the story of Lau-
ra Secord and the impor-
tance of Fort George. Yet, 
as a quaint town in what 
was historically the capital 
of Upper Canada, we are 
steeped in a history that 
goes beyond 1812 and into 
an era of a different signif-
icance. 

In his lecture, Was 
your Grandmother a Brit-
ish Home Child?, David 
Hemmings explains that 
Maria Susan Rye’s work in 
Niagara has had far-reach-
ing effects on generations 
in our town, our country 
and beyond. His lecture 
on British Home Children 
was part of the July series 
for the NOTL museum. 

As Hemmings, presi-
dent of the museum board, 
explains, NOTL’s “strate-
gic location in the War of 
1812 made it a key target 
for invading troops. Its 
history is not only local, 
but national in the conse-
quences of its inhabitants’ 
courage and endeavours. 
Later in the 19th century, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake be-
came the feeder home for 
the distribution of 5,300 
British Home Children to 
farms and homes in East-
ern Canada, and a few to 
the United States.”

The descendants of 
most of these girls still live 
in North America, but may 
be unaware of the work of 
Rye’s organization. Con-
necting the town to their 
ancestry “enhances the 
cultural heritage value of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake at a 
very personal level. Telling 
this story is important to 
our town’s significance to 
prospective cultural heri-
tage visitors.” 

Hemmings explained 
that Rye rose as a domi-
nant figure in England in 
the 1860s, during a time 
when women were begin-
ning to have a voice in so-
cial and political arenas.

With the support of the 
British and Canadian gov-
ernments, by 1867 she had 
established an emigration 
system for so-called “gutter 
children,” mostly girls and 
young women, who were 
taken from the slum con-
ditions and work houses of 
British cities and shipped 
to Canada. Rye’s goal was 
to have these children start 
a new life in Canada, away 
from the poverty and dis-
ease of urban life, by be-
ing “adopted, fostered or 
hired” into new families 
or married off into “good 
Christian marriages.”

To our modern senti-
mentalities, this project 
may seem cruel or drastic, 
yet Hemmings reminds us 
that the treatment of chil-
dren in the 19th century 
was fundamentally differ-
ent than our current per-
spectives. Respect for your 
elders, ‘speak when you’re 
spoken to,’ Sunday school 
every week, corporal pun-
ishment of children, and a 
failure by governments to 
provide for their children 
all changed after World 
War II, he said. “Our view 
of children today is all 
based on the ‘nanny state’ 
laws that were enacted in 
the late 1940s and early 
1950s. It has now been two 
generations for this view to 
sink in, and the conditions 
which Maria Rye saw in 
the late 1800s are difficult 
for us to understand today 
in the western hemisphere. 
As a result, our harsh treat-
ment of Maria Rye’s orga-
nization, the forerunner in 
BHC emigration, mirrors 
our current view of what 
should have happened 
then.” 

Rye established homes 
for the children on either 
side of the Atlantic, one 
in Peckingham, England 
and the other in NOTL. 
With the help of her sis-
ters and other women, 
she relocated about 5,300 
children to Canada. Other 
like-minded emigration 
organizations relocated 
tens of thousands more. 
Unfortunately, records of 
these children have been 
difficult to obtain and 
trace. One of the difficul-
ties has been tracing ship 
manifests for the names of 
the children. Children may 
have changed their names 
due to adoption, fostering, 
marriage, or as Hemmings 
explains, due to embarrass-
ment over being labelled as 
a British Home Child. 

One of Hemmings’ 
goals with this research 
is to gather information 

on the children using a 
database to catalogue the 
research. In 2019, the 
museum began collecting 
information on British 
Home Children, includ-
ing their spouses and chil-
dren. 

Cataloguing and orga-
nizing a database of this 
kind is a daunting task, but 
Hemmings says he is up to 
it. “Challenging projects 
have always been in my 
blood. The database on the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake web-
site contributes not only to 
our local history, but also 
to clients of Library & Ar-
chives Canada, our nation-
al archive in Ottawa, and 
other regional archives in 
Eastern Canada. Having a 
single spreadsheet makes 
searching names much 
easier for family members 
and researchers. However, 
the relevance of a database 
is important, and the eas-
iest way to demonstrate 
that is to engage living de-
scendants. My motivation 
to do this research is sat-
isfied by descendant sat-
isfaction, and more inter-
est in visiting the cultural 

heritage sites in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake.”

Hemmings asks if any-
one knows if their grand-
mother or great-grand-
mother was a British Home 
Child, please contact him. 
He would be happy to talk 
to you to gather informa-
tion for the museum’s da-
tabase. He can be contact-
ed at hemmingsdd@gmail.
com. 

Registration for the 
lectures is free and if you 

miss the lecture or would 
like to enjoy it again, it will 
be uploaded on YouTube 
by the next day for public 
viewing. 

Upcoming lectures in-
clude:

July 30, Sarah Kaufman 
hosts a Q & A session online 
entitled Ask the Curator.

Aug. 13, Barbara Wor-
thy – Virtual Scandal & 
Gossip Tour of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Aug. 20, John Henry - 

The Cayuga and her con-
sorts: Remembering those 
beloved Niagara-to-Toron-
to steamers.

Aug. 27, Scott Finlay - 
Ten Things That Will Save 
Your Life in the Trenches.

All presentations start 
at 4 p.m. and require regis-
tration through the Zoom 
platform. Contact Amy 
Klassen to register for the 
registration link to next 
week’s lecture at aklassen@
nhsm.ca.

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca
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Emily Wedderspoon and Ethan Churchill greet arrivals to the 
annual Sangria Fest at Lakeview, a low-key event this year due 
to COVID-19. (Photos by Kim Wade)

There were time slots for arrivals at Sangria Fest, and 
the retail store remained closed, with curbside pickup for 
wine. 
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Winery event held with safety guidelines
Sangria and summer – a 

perfect combination.
What better way to cool 

down on a hot afternoon 
than with the challenge of 
choosing your favourite 
sangria recipe? 

This Sunday, Lakeview 
Wine Co. hosted their San-
gria Fest on the back lawn 
outside the retail store and 
tasting facility. Rather than 
a true festival with a large 
gathering of Sangria lovers 
mixing and mingling as in 
the past, COVID-19 restric-
tions were in effect. Tickets 
were limited to ensure gath-
ering limits were adhered to. 
Participants were assigned a 
tasting time and were seated 
outside at separate tables to 
ensure physical distancing.

Staff wore masks and face 
shields. Tents were set up to 
accommodate the judges 
of the five sangria recipes. 
Ticket holders chose four 
out of the five sangrias to 

try and were given a DIY kit 
of fruit to put the finishing 
touches on the experience. 
Recipes were created by the 
staff and incorporated wine 
selections from three out of 
the eight brands that Lakev-
iew represents.

The recipes also showed 
that when it comes to san-
gria, all wine options are 
open. Staff included EastDell 
Riesling, Lakeview Cellars 
Vidal Icewine, EastDell Sum-
mer Rose, EastDell Pinot 
Noir, FRESH Sparkling Ries-
ling and FRESH Satin Red in 
their recipes, with a variety 
of fruit, sodas and syrups to 
complement the wine.

So do it yourself or try one 
of the Lakeview staff’s recipes. 

Jack’s Sangria
1  bottle of EastDell Riesling
½ cup orange juice
1/3 cup of white sugar
1  lemon sliced
1  lime sliced
1  green apple, cored  

and sliced
1 can of lemon soda

Ethan’s Sangria
2  bottles of EastDell  

Pinot Noir
1  orange
1  green apple, cored  

and diced
1  lemon, sliced
1-2 cinnamon sticks
1  bottle of pomegranate 

syrup

Emily’s Sangria
1  bottle of FRESH Satin 

Red
1 litre of Sprite
1  litre of lemonade
1  orange
2  limes
1  cup of pineapple
1  cup of cherries

Andrew’s Sangria
1 bottle of Lakeview  

Cellars Vidal Icewine
2  cups of Lakeview Cellars 

Viognier
¼ cup of lime juice
1/3 cup peach syrup
¼ cup green apple,  

cored and quartered
1  orange

Grace’s Sangria
1  bottle of EastDell  

Summer Rose
1  bottle of FRESH  

Sparkling Riesling
2  cups of fresh  

strawberries
2  cups of fresh  

peaches
1  jug of lemonade

Kim Wade 
Special to The Local

MINECRAFT CLUB  
MINI GAMES

July 31 @ 3 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.
1. Send your Minecraft Username to notllibrary@gmail.
com and we will invite you to join our realm. 2. To accept 
the invite, choose Minecraft Realms at the title screen. 
3. Click the flashing envelope at the top next to the Mi-
necraft Realms title. 4. Click Accept. We will be leaving 
the realm open as a creative world 24/7! Please note: 
there will NOT be a Library Moderator present online at 
all times. Mini Games will take place twice a week.

LOCAL HAPPENINGSLOCAL HAPPENINGS

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT 
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE
With or without a border, colour graphics optional. 

Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  
Deadline: Monday 3 p.m. Call Karen 905-641-5335 

or email: classified@notllocal.com

TAIJIFIT AND ART PAINT & 
SELL COMBO EVENT

July 31 @ 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Outdoor Taiji exercises with Yimlei Molly Yep and a Paint 
& Sell by Parkway Artists Guild in McFarland Park near 
the McFarland house on the Niagara River Parkway, free, 
starting at 11 a.m. Health requirements will be observed.

TD NIAGARA 
JAZZ FESTIVAL

Friday, July 31 @ 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Bernie Senensky

Sunday, August 9 @ 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.
Amanda Martinez

Events livestreamed at 
niagarajazzfestival.com

FAMILY FUN FRIDAYS – 
VIRTUALLY!

July 31 @ 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Go to https://notlpubliclibrary.org for items you will need 
and more details.  All Are Welcome!  Hosted by Niagara- 
on-the-Lake Public Library. 

Sunday, August 2nd

www.ccchurch.ca

Speaker: 
Matthew Unruh

Message: 
Psalm 63

Please be advised that with the  
current state of COVID-19, your safety 

is of utmost importance to us. We  
will now be live streaming our service 
at 10:00 am on Sundays.There will be 

no in-person church service.
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 
WORSHIP SERVICES

in this section, please contact: 

LOCAL WORSHIPLOCAL WORSHIP

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Across: 
1 Statue of Liberty material
7 Got together
10 Buddy
13 Dry gulch
14 Cab
15 Lawyers’ grp.
16 Flower of Rhode Island
17 Rends
18	 Affirmative	signal
19	 Call	the	whole	thing	off
20 Very strong winds
21 First lady
22 Stand-up guy
24 “Thanatopsis” poet  
 William --- Bryant
26 Large handbag
29 Noah’s boat
30 Dumped in Boston harbor
31 Homeless child
32 Thick slice
34 First light
38	 Bart	Simpson’s	driver
39 Cheryl --- of “Suburgatory”
41	 Wine	valley
42 Terse
44	 Aflutter
45	 Operation	Overlord
46 Half a Latin dance
48 Wetland
49 Snitches
50 “Mamma Mia” mamma
53 Fidgety
55 Pursue ardently
56 Ascends
58 Worn out
62 Limb
63 Repast
64 Medical prioritization
65 National boys’ gp.
66	 Corrosive
67 Confer
68	 Male	offspring
69 Directed
70	 Fall	flowers

Down:
1 Grotto
2 Are you out ---? (Poker)
3 Nudge

4 Cops in general
5 Intention of
6 Baloney
7	 Postal	delivery
8 Anticipate
9 Cold comforts?
10 Control board
11 Aloft
12 Burdened
14 Heptathlete’s specialty
20 Little lady
23	 Pulverize
25 Lots of things to do
26 Pairs
27 Cuss
28	 Former	Yugoslav	dictator

33 Sires
35 Zilch
36 --- the crack of dawn
37	 Is	profitable
40 Coordinate
43 Rising current of warm air
47 Each
50 Gun-barrel cleaners
51 Trunk
52 One of the old empire builders
54	 Fast	rabbit	relatives
57 Stated
59 Deceased
60 “Prince ---”, Borodin opera
61 Tidings
64	 Uninformative	schedule	info.

Sunday, August 2nd

www.ccchurch.ca

Speaker: 
Matthew Unruh

Message: 
Psalm 63

Please be advised that with the  
current state of COVID-19, your safety 

is of utmost importance to us. We  
will now be live streaming our service 
at 10:00 am on Sundays.There will be 

no in-person church service.
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 
WORSHIP SERVICES

in this section, please contact: 

LOCAL WORSHIPLOCAL WORSHIP

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Across:  1 Copper, 7 Met, 10 
Pal, 13 Arroyo, 14 Taxi, 15 A 
B A, 16 Violet, 17 Rips, 18 
Nod, 19 End it, 20 Gales, 21 
Eve,	22	Comic,	24	Cullen,	26	
Tote, 29 Ark, 30 Tea, 31 Waif, 
32 Slab, 34 Sunup, 38 Otto, 
39 Hines, 41 Napa, 42 Short, 
44 Edgy, 45 D-Day, 46 Cha, 
48 Fen, 49 Rats, 50 Streep, 
53 Itchy, 55 Woo, 56 Rises, 
58 All in, 62 Arm, 63 Meal, 64 
Triage, 65 B S A, 66 Acid, 67 
Bestow, 68 Son, 69 Led, 70 
Asters. 

Down: 1	Cave,	2	Or	in,	3	Prod,	
4 Police force, 5 Eye to, 6 Rot, 
7 Mail, 8 Expect, 9 Tissues, 
10	Panel,	11	Above,	12	
Laden,	14	Track	and	field,	20	
Girlie, 23 Mash, 25 Laundry 
list, 26 Twos, 27 Oath, 28 
Tito, 33 Begets, 35 Nada, 
36 Up at, 37 Pays, 40 Sync, 
43 Thermal, 47 Apiece, 50 
Swabs, 51 Torso, 52 Roman, 
54 Hares, 57 Said, 59 Late, 
60 Igor, 61 News, 64 T B A. 
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www.ccchurch.ca

Speaker: 
Matthew Unruh

Message: 
Psalm 63

Please be advised that with the  
current state of COVID-19, your safety 

is of utmost importance to us. We  
will now be live streaming our service 
at 10:00 am on Sundays.There will be 

no in-person church service.
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 
WORSHIP SERVICES

in this section, please contact: 

LOCAL WORSHIPLOCAL WORSHIP
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LOCAL CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
YARD SALE

Helping home owners for more than 20 years.
office: 905-468-4214   cell: 905-321-8126

www.cudmorehomes.com

classified@notllocal.com

OBITUARY

IN MEMORIAM

DYCK, LOUISE (LILI) — At United Mennonite Home in 
Vineland on Monday, July 20, 2020, a few weeks short 
of her 93rd birthday. Beloved wife of the late George 
(2011) and dear mother of George (Teresa) Dyck of 
Vineland, Linda (Henry) Friesen of Niagara-on-the-
Lake and Alvin Dyck of Hamilton. Loved grandmother 
of Tera (Ethan), George, and one great-grandchild on 

the way. Dear sister of Henry (Merna) and the late Helen (2018). 

A brief COVID friendly, graveside memorial was held on Wednesday 
morning, July 22nd at Niagara Lakeshore Cemetery in Niagara-on- 
the-Lake. Many thanks to Tallman Funeral Homes for their assistance 
with the arrangements. Sincere thanks to all the staff at United Mennonite 
Home for taking care of our mother, especially these last few months. We 
also wish to acknowledge Dr. Gruber and Dr. David Reimer for their roles 
in our mother’s well-being over the years. If desired, memorial donations  
may be made to the United Mennonite Home or Heart & Stroke or Canadian 
Bible Society. “Our mom was a good mom.” Online condolences at  
www.tallmanfuneralhomes.ca.

MUSTE, WILHELMINA (MINNIE)  — Born in the 
Netherlands, April 22, 1934, passed away peacefully 
on July 26, 2020 at Heritage Place in Virgil.

Minnie was predeceased by her husband Dan Muste 
in 1983. She is the mother of Maarten (Susan), Dinie 
(Matthew Magee 2019), Henry and Dan (Joanne). 

Minnie also has six grandchildren, James Muste, Andrea (Emeric) 
Muste-Hudson, Heather Muste, Jessica (Jared) Kingswood, Nicole 
(Martin) Reeve, Derek (Chelsea) Muste.

Minnie was also great-grandmother to Athena, Murray, Lucy, Adaline, 
Deacon (2016), Lorelei, Ezra and Jon.

Minnie enjoyed working in the greenhouse and had a green thumb 
for growing prize orchids. She also valued the friendships she made 
while she worked in the Niagara-on-the-Lake hospital.

Minnie spent many Happy Hours walking the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
trails.

As family we wish to express our thanks for the friendly staff and the 
wonderful care our Mom received in the last few years at Pleasant 
Manor/Heritage Place.

As per Minnie’s wishes, there will be no funeral service. In Minnie’s 
memory, enjoy a walk on the beautiful paths of Niagara. 

Online condolences at www.tallmanfuneralhomes.ca

Earn 
extra cash  
by selling your  
unwanted items  

in our CLASSIFIEDS. 
Contact

classifieds@notllocal.com
Deadline: Mondays at 3 p.m.

Michael Alexander Pewer
Sept. 11, 1974 - July 20, 1997

Your life was a blessing
Your memory a treasure

You are loved beyond words
and missed beyond measure

Love, hugs and kisses
Your family and friends

“A life well lived is a life 
remembered with love”

Nothing can ever take away 
the love our hearts hold dear

Fond memories linger every day
We’ll miss you more each year!

Your loving family  
and devoted friends

Michael Vriens

- YARD SALE -
271 Tanbark Rd., 

St. Davids
Friday, July 31 

4 - 8 p.m.
Designer purses, furniture, 

antique brass carriage lamps, 
Gruen ladies diamond watch

Saturday. August 1 
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Table of treasures added

Exceptional
Historic Estate Sale

Sunday, August 2nd
9 a.m. at 428 Queen St.,

Niagara-on-the-Lake
Antique & Repro 

Furniture, Collectibles, 
Lamps, Glassware, Rugs 

and much more...

For info 416 567 0519
elaine@gadflyworld.com
*face masks mandatory

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

ESTATE SALE

SUDOKU PUZZLE

Sudoku solution 
from 

July 23, 2020

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION
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Tim Jennings, CEO of The Shaw Festival, is still looking at all the possibil-
ities. Best case scenario includes three fall productions with a September 
opening. (David Cooper)
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Shaw hoping for fall opening of three productions
The Shaw Festival has can-

celled performances and pub-
lic events through Sept. 15, but 
has not given up on a fall and 
holiday season.

Tim Jennings is continu-
ing the juggling act he began 
performing when the theatre 
was shut down, working with 
ever-changing provincial and 
public health regulations and 
guidelines, in the hope he can 
safely open the theatre.

His concern, as it has al-
ways been, is not only what 
will work for the Shaw, but to 
resume bringing theatre-goers 
to Niagara-on-the-Lake to help 
local businesses and the Niag-
ara economy. And his focus is 
on possibilities.

“I’m so used to knowing 
what we can do, of being the 
guy with the information,”  
he says. “But I have no infor-
mation. Things are changing 
daily.”

He says that without ran-
cour — he knows the ultimate 
goal, for everyone, is keeping 

the public safe.
“We just have to stay open 

to the idea of changes, and pos-
sibilities.”

Based on the provincial 
framework for reopening busi-
nesses, and the further exten-
sion of the state of emergency, 
most of the season’s produc-
tions have been cancelled.

Left on the Shaw calendar 
are Charley’s Aunt and Flush, 
through September and Octo-
ber, and A Christmas Carol, in 
November and December, but 
even those are not a certainty.

Charley’s Aunt, he says, “is 
closest to the deck,” but has a 
large cast, an issue that might 
not be surmountable. “It may 
be easier to do other things,” 
says Jennings.

All three productions are 
scheduled to be performed at 
the Royal George Theatre, a 
small theatre.

Flush and A Christmas  
Carol “are small enough, but 
it will depend on the numbers 
we can have in the theatre.” 
He’d like to see at least 30 per 
cent capacity, he says.

Although opening the 

three productions is his goal, he 
has to remain flexible, knowing 
how quickly things can change.

At the moment, provincial 
guidelines will allow only 50 
people in the theatre, no matter 
the capacity.

He’s also looking in every 
direction at the possibility of 
grants, to help fund perfor-
mances that will not likely 
make a profit with reduced 
seating. As much as he wants 
to present a season, “there’s an 
affordability issue,” he says.

Since larger groups, up to 
100, are permitted outside, 
he’s also looking at outdoor 
productions as an option, al-
though the Shaw has never 
done that before.

Once he has a better idea of 
a realistic schedule, it will take 
four to six weeks to prepare. 
“This isn’t something we can 
do quickly,” he says, although 
he hopes to have plans in place 
to move forward as quickly as 
possible.

Another challenge will be 
getting casts sorted out. All act-
ing contracts were cancelled, 
although some actors are still 

in the area and continuing 
to work as Shaw employees, 
others have returned to per-
manent homes, and some will 
have to be juggled to accom-
modate the new schedule, but 
that work can’t begin until Jen-
nings knows what the schedule 
will look like.

Since the pandemic led 
to the first round of cancella-
tions, and in his involvement 
helping the Town through re-
covery decisions, Jennings has 
continued to be conscious of 
the $220-million impact the 
Shaw has on the economy of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and the 
Region. 

“I don’t even care if we lose 
money, as long as we don’t 
lose a lot of money,” he says, if 
opening means helping local 
businesses get back on their 
feet.

“I’m trying to get the road 
blocks out of my way to make 
that happen. That’s still the job, 
to do what is needed to make 
it work.”

The question now, he said, 
is also one of doing it safely, 
and waiting for word from the 

Province and the local public 
health department on how to 
do that.

Details of protocols and 
safety measures are expected 
to be released in the coming 
weeks, in conjunction with 

guidance from Public Health 
and the Town, and following 
the directives of all government 
and public health agencies.

Tickets for Charley’s Aunt, 
Flush, and A Christmas Carol 
continue to be available online.
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Now Offering:
•  PPE packages for business to re-open• PPEs for community residents

DISINFECTANT FOGGING SERVICE 
Provides a clean slate for any space 

• commercial • residential • office • medical  
• schools • restaurants • retirement homes and more 

Includes disinfectant for COVID-19.  Service can be repeated as often as needed.

2 - 5743 Thorold Stone Rd., Niagara Falls
Call us today (289) 296-2822

ADP Authorized • Veteran Affairs • Insurance 
• Retail, Rental, Repairs

YES! WE ARE OPEN
(curbside pickup and 

delivery optional)

SAFE, ONSITE TOURS AVAILABLE
CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFORMATION

New 
Move Ins 

Welcome

www.RoyalHenley.com

Call 905.935.1800 today!      

Royal Henley Retirement 
Community has devoted 10 
years to helping bring positive 
energy to all that you do.   Expe-
rience Vibrant Seniors Living, 
including  3 delicious meals, 
housekeeping with weekly lin-
en service and a comprehen-
sive program of activities. 

At Royal Henley your 
well-being, comfort and safe-
ty is our number one priority. 
With lifestyle options that are 
tailored to individual needs 

from living independently or 
needing some support.  We 
have a professional on-site 
care team including RPN’s 
and PSW’s and offer “a la 
carte” assisted living services 
which facilitate aging here in 
your own community. 

We can all use a little more 
get up and go,  so if you want 
more out of life,  with more 
energy and vitality every sin-
gle day then choose Royal 
Henley. 
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