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Young couple 
win trailer at 
carnival
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Liberals only party without candidate decision

Sentineals    
feel the love

On International Horse and Carriage Day in the Old Town, Obie shows his affection for carriage driver Nancy Van Den Berg, 
with Sean Sentineal. (Fred Mercnik)

Andrea Kaiser recently held a fundraiser at The Hare Co. to help her win the nomination for 
the Liberal Party in the Niagara Falls riding. (Penny Coles)

Andrea Kaiser is hoping 
to win the nomination to rep-
resent the Liberal Party in the 
upcoming federal election, 
with a decision to be made 
Aug. 12.

The Liberals are the only 
party in the Niagara Falls rid-
ing that have not yet chosen a 
candidate. 

While waiting for a nom-
ination meeting for the rid-
ing, which includes Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake and Fort Erie, 
Kaiser has been going door-to-

The Sentineals were feel-
ing the love.

Saturday was Interna-
tional Horse and Carriage 
Support Day, and locals 
were celebrating the day 
at the corner of King and 
Queen Streets, where the 
carriages park.

Laura Sentineal said she 
and Fred and family were 
downtown to enjoy the day, 
which was a wonderful op-
portunity to experience the 
full support of the commu-
nity, she said.

They were offering free 
carriage rides to locals 
throughout the day, and 
were booked solid.

“We met so many love-
ly people, and saw a lot of  
old friends. It was really a 
good day.”

They had hoped for a 
protest-free day, said Sen-
tineal, but that was not  
to be.

door through NOTL signing 
up local Liberals, hoping they 
will support her at the “Team 
Trudeau 2019” nomination 
meeting, which will be held 
Monday, Aug. 12. Joyce Mo-
rocco, one of two Niagara Falls 
incumbents who lost their 
municipal seat in last fall’s elec-
tion, is also vying to win the 
nomination.

Speeches from the two 
women will begin at 5:30 
p.m., with the vote at 6 p.m. 
at the Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 479, 5603 Spring St. in 
Niagara Falls.

Also vying to become the 

Members of At War for 
Animals Niagara were out 
in force, on the street cor-
ner and circling in vehicles, 
which was frustrating, said 
Sentineal.

This is the second sum-
mer the group has protest-
ed speciesism, targeting the  
use of horses to pull car-
riages, and Saturday was no  
exception.

Sentineal said she had 
asked for police presence 
during the show of local 
support, and was told it 
wouldn’t be necessary.

She did call the police at 
one point, believing the ac-
tions of protesters’ vehicles 
circling around the carriages 
were dangerous to the hors-
es, but no charges were laid, 
she said.

Although it was a day of 
support for the business, it 
became an opportunity for 
those who took carriage rides 
to see first-hand the actions of 

next Niagara Falls riding MP is 
Tony Baldinelli, the senior man-
ager of communications with the 
Niagara Parks Commission. He 
is hoping to take Conservative 
Rob Nicholson’s place.

Nicholson told The Local 
in April he planned to retire 
from federal politics at the end 
of this term, but will continue 
to serve his community as a 
volunteer rather than a politi-
cian. He has publicly endorsed 
Baldinelli, who moved to Ot-
tawa to work for Nicholson 
in his first term as MP.  After 

Penny Coles 
The Local

Penny Coles 
The Local

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 5
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The revised application for the Two Sisters Resort hotel complex shows the roof a little lower 
on the two sides. Height is one of the issues some residents are opposing, along with den-
sity and parking. (Photo supplied)

Randwood appeal withdrawn, hearing cancelled
A hearing to move for-

ward on an application to 
permit the development of a 
hotel and conference centre 
on John Street was cancelled, 

with no word of future plans 
from the developer.

The application for a 
zoning change to allow a 
six-storey hotel and resort 
on 144 and 176 John St. 
was submitted to the Town 
late in 2017, and revised 

last summer. 
When the Town failed to 

make a decision on the ap-
plication before the allowed 
150 day-deadline, develop-
er Benny Marotta of Two 
Sisters Resorts appealed the 
delay to the Local Planning 

Appeal Tribunal.
A case management con-

ference meeting in May de-
termined the Niagara Parks 
Commission and members 
of SORE (Save our Rand-
wood Estate) could have sta-
tus in the hearing, which was

 then put off until July 29.
Last week, lawyers rep-

resenting Marotta withdrew 
the appeal, and the meeting 
was cancelled.

Asking for an expla-
nation for the last-minute 
change-of-heart, The Local 
was directed to Gabrielle 
Totesau, an account direc-
tor with the public relations 
firm Community Agency.

She said she has no up-
dates on any future plans, or 
why the appeal was pulled. 
Two Sisters, she said, “is 
working with SORE and the 
Town to come to an agree-
ment or compromise on the 
property.”

She said there have been 
“ongoing negotiations,” but 
wasn’t aware if they are cur-
rently continuing.

Lord Mayor Betty Dise-
ro said there have been no 
discussions about the appli-
cation.

Council has not made 
any decision on the zoning 
application — it was the 
length of time without a de-

cision that led to the appeal 
— and town staff have not 
made a recommendation, 
she said.

There were several issues 
both the Town and SORE 
members had problems 
with, including the under-
ground parking, number 
of rooms and the height of  
the hotel.

“Council will continue to 
do what it feels is in the best 
interest of the town, taking 
into account the advice from 
our staff, legal counsel and 
consultants,” said Disero.

“We continue to believe 
that the conservation of the 
heritage attributes is essential 
no matter what forum we are 
in front of.”  

The Town has initiated 
heritage designation on four 
properties, three on John 
Street and one on Charlotte 
Street, owned by Two Sisters, 
the site of the proposed hotel 
and potentially a subdivision.

The property owner is 
opposing designation and 
has appealed it to the provi-
nicial Conservation Review 
Board.

Penny Coles
The Local

Raising  
money for 
Terry Fox

Sunday, July 28 was Ter-
ry Fox’s birthday — he 
would have been 61. To 
commemorate the date, 
run organizer Joan King 
and supporter Marg Pla-
to sold shirts at the Outlet 
Mall, raising almost $300. 
King will be on Queen 
Street selling the T-shirts 
on Aug. 10, the day of the 
Peach Celebration. (Pho-
to supplied)
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Nancy Bailey, Private Office Advisor, Broker
Engel & Völkers Niagara-on-the-Lake, Brokerage

376 Mary St., Niagara-on-the-Lake
nancy.bailey@evrealestate.com  |  905-371-4234

nancybailey.evrealestate.com

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS 
FUNDRAISER

SEPTEMBER 4, 2019

I would like to reach out to you and ask for your support by 
attending a rock concert on Wednesday, September 4th at Jackson-
Triggs featuring Club 27. This group features singers and musicians 
celebrating the works of legends Janis Joplin, Jimi Hendrix, Jim 
Morrison, and Kurt Cobain, all who passed away at age 27.  Tickets 
are $45.00 and all proceeds from ticket sales are being generously 
donated to Special Olympics Niagara-on-the-Lake.  Tickets can be 
purchased on-line at:  

www.greatestatesniagara.com 
Thank you in advance for your support!

Lord Mayor Betty Disero

We continue to believe 
that the conservation of the 

heritage attributes is essential 
no matter what forum we 

are in front of.

“ 
”
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Hydro improves service, keeps rates lowest in region
$3.3 million for new 
transformer should 
handle outages

THE NOTL LOCAL                August 1, 2019

Bob Cheriton and his wife Rosalie were at a ceremony to rename the York Road station last summer, which will get a new 
transformer that will almost double capacity. (Brodie Mosher)

The Town’s local utility 
is once again the bearer of 
good news.

Niagara-on-the-Lake Hy-
dro still has the lowest rates 
in the region, it continues to 
add to the bottom line of the 
Town’s revenue, and is now 
taking another step forward 
in improving its service.

Tim Curtis, president 
of NOTL Hydro, has an-
nounced a $3.3 million in-
vestment in a new transform-
er which will almost double 
the amount of power that can 
be delivered to NOTL.

As well as supplying more 
capacity to allow for develop-
ment, the new transformer 
will improve reliability — 
each individual station will 
be able to support the entire 
town, so if power to one sta-
tion is lost for some reason, 
the other can cover the full 
town, says Curtis.

The new 83 MVA (me-
ga-volt ampere) transformer 
is being built in Vaughan, 
and when completed will be 
installed at the Bob Cheriton 
York Road station.

Once installed, the two 
large transformers, one with 
83 MVA and the other with 
72 MVA, each will be able to 
cover peak periods in town if 
necessary, says Curtis.

The new equipment re-
places a 35-year-old, 25 
MVA transformer, which 
will be moved to a new lo-
cation within the NOTL sta-
tion, to be connected in the 
near future.

“Right now we have 

three transformers across 
two stations. When this is 
done we will still have three, 
but bigger.”

Closer to homes and 
businesses, the power is 
converted to the household 
and business voltages by the 
smaller transformers — the 
ones we see in the green box-
es on the ground, or the grey 
cans on the poles.

The cost of this project is 
already included in NOTL 
Hydro’s existing rates, which 
remain the lowest in Niagara 
Region and some of the low-
est in Ontario.

The York station was 
named after Cheriton last 
summer to “recognize the 
leadership, ethics and com-
mon sense that Bob has 
contributed” during his 17 
years as a NOTL Hydro 
board member.

When the Province of-
fered municipalities the abil-
ity to sell their local utilities 
in 2002, there was some di-
vision among town coun-
cillors. Some believed it was 
best to sell and use the mon-
ey to pay for infrastructure, 
but those who felt it was in 
the best interest of the town 
to keep it represented the 
majority vote — one that has 
proven to be a wise decision, 
says Curtis. Since then, the 
board has developed and im-
plemented long-term plans 
to invest in the local grid 
and to look at revenue-gen-
erating opportunities for the 
Town, NOTL Hydro’s sole 
shareholder.

Improvements includ-
ed the purchase of the two 
transformer stations, one in 

2003 and one in 2005, says 
Curtis, and a new transform-
er in 2015.

How can the utility 
spend money on costly im-
provements and still have 
the lowest rates in the re-
gion, and among the lowest 
in the province?

“One of the keys is not 
doing everything all at once,” 
says Curtis.

“We’ve been slowly im-
proving the utility over the 
last 17 years. When towns 
were given the right to sell 
the utilities, NOTL looked 
closely at doing that. The de-
cision was made not to sell, 
and I’d say there have been 
no regrets.”

He says rates are kept low 
through good management 
of staff and operating costs, 
consistently spending on 
upgrades within a board-ap-

proved budget, and keeping 
equipment well-maintained 
so there are no surprises.

“There is also a lot of 
growth in NOTL,” he says, 
both business and residen-
tial. “That helps.”

The board runs the util-
ity “very conservatively,” he 
added.

The philosophy of the 
board has been to keep a low 
debt ratio, and the result of 
that is when the utility needs 
money for improvements, 
“we have no problem bor-
rowing from the bank.”

The utility is allowed 
to operate at up to 60 per 
cent debt, but NOTL Hydro 

keeps it to about 25 per cent, 
he says, also the lowest in 
the region.

‘The best thing about 
the board is everyone is 
trying to do what is right 
for Hydro, and for the rate-
payers of NOTL. It’s a board 
with its feet very firmly on 
the ground.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Sean, Lisa and Ward Simpson went dressed for the occasion of the 2019 Open 
Championship at the Royal Portrush Golf Club in Northern Ireland recently. The trip 
was a 75th birthday gift to Ward from his family. Watching the greatest golfers play on 
a course he loves and has played often was a thrill, but doing it with his two kids be-
side him made it a wonderful trip, he said. He had the T-shirts made so they would be 
representing Canada, and maybe have a shot of being on TV. They weren’t, but they 
had lots of friendly comments from the crowds. The downside, Ward said, was having 
to make sure they walked around in the right order. (Photo supplied)

Representing Canada
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Candidates preparing campaigns for Oct. 21
five years in Ottawa, Baldinel-
li took a job at Queens Park 
working for the Ministry of 
Citizenship, Culture, and Rec-
reation as a Policy Assistant for 
the Minister’s legislative agen-
da, where he stayed for two 
years. He has been with the 
parks commission for the past 
18 years, and says he wants to 
continue in Nicholson’s foot-
steps — he considers him his 
mentor.

Baldinelli and his wife 
Carole have a 13-year-old son, 
and he says he wants to make 
Niagara Falls, Fort Erie, and 
Niagara-on-the Lake “the best 
they can be” for families like 
his “to live, work, and enjoy the 
place they call home.”

His policies include a sound 
economy with lower taxes, a 
balanced budget, and creating 
opportunities for business.

In May, the New Democrat-
ic Party nominated teacher and 
volunteer Brian Barker to repre-
sent the orange party. His party’s 
platform was released mid-June.

“We have a mental health 
crisis in Niagara, we have se-
niors struggling to pay for pre-
scription medicine, we have 
people in our community 
going without dental care be-
cause they can’t afford it, and 
young people drowning in 
debt with no idea how they’ll 
pay it off, let alone buy a house. 
This platform provides relief 

for all of them,” says Barker.
It would allow prescrip-

tion drug, dental, and mental 
health care coverage for every 
Canadian, he says.

The NDP platform also 
includes an affordable housing 
strategy to create thousands of 
rental units, smaller mortgage 
payments for first-time home 
buyers, and double the Home 
Buyer’s Tax Credit, along 
with student loan relief and a 
guarantee to create more than 
300,000 jobs in clean energy.

“It’s time for something 
new. We’re going to bring 
some fairness to Ottawa. We’re 
going to end offshore tax ha-
vens and ask those at the top to 
pay their fair share so we can 
get those in the working and 
middle class back on track,” 
says Barker.

Niagara Falls city councillor 
and former Olympic boxer Mike 
Strange announced recently he 
will run as an independent.

“People are looking for 
a change from the same old 
party politics,” he says. “I think 
this is the right time.”

The election could usher in 
a minority government, and a 
small number of independents 
could end up representing the 
opposition, he says.

“I could bring up new 
ideas, ideas that people want 
to hear and that are good for 
Niagara, that would get me 
kicked out of caucus in one of 
the other parties.”

As examples, he says, he 
would like to advocate for 
environmental changes that 
benefit Niagara but would 
go against Conservative poli-
cies, and “responsible change” 
to immigration policies that 
would go against the Liberals.

He has raised money to 
help children with cancer, and 
wants to see positive changes 
to health care that would help 
children and seniors.

He wants to see an end to 
hallway medicine, and one 
way to do that, he says, is to cut 
down on allowing immigration 
without medical screening, 
a policy that is clogging the 
health care system.

He has helped Conserva-
tives such as Bart Maves and 
George Lepp on elections in 
the past, and considers himself 
“fiscally conservative, but so-
cially a liberal.”

 Niagara-on-the-Lake res-
ident Sandra O’Connor will 
represent the Green Party, 
which she too sees as a timely 
alternative to mainstream par-
ty politics.  She says her career, 
which included working for 
conservation authorities and 
other environmental agen-
cies, has provided a strong 
background in environmental 
issues. Since retiring from the 
Natural Sciences and Engi-
neering Research Council, she 
has advocated as a volunteer 
on protection of agricultural 
lands and the Greenbelt, and 

as a member of the NOTL 
Conservancy, for the urban 
tree bylaw. Her belief that a 
strong economy can go hand-
in-hand with environmental 
protection aligns with the 
Green Party, she says. She 
supports its democratic style 

of governance and has great 
respect for Green Party head 
Elizabeth May as “the most 
ethical and smartest of all the 
leaders.”

“I think they have the most 
common-sense approach to 
address growing our economy, 

while turning it into a green 
economy,” says O’Connor.

In addition to the environ-
ment and the economy, “the 
party looks at social issues, de-
mocracy and governing issues. 
They have positions on all ma-
jor issues,” she says.

Brian Barker, NDP candidate (Photo supplied)

Sandra O’Connor, Green Party candidate (Photo supplied)

Mike Strange, Independent (Photo supplied)

Tony Baldinelli, Conservative candidate (Photo supplied)

Continued from page 1
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Town residents Tony and Joanie Powell enjoy a carriage ride around the town with Meagan and Eddie. The tour was cour-
tesy of Sentineal Carriages to celebrate International Carriage Day and thank locals for their support. (Fred Mercnik)

Local supporters enjoy free carriage rides
the protesters, she said.

They gave about 50 free 
Old Town tours during the 
busy day, making sure there 
were breaks for horses and 
drivers, said Sentineal.

“Apart from the antics of 
the protesters, it was a good 
day. We try to mitigate the 
impact as much as we can. 
People had a wonderful time.”

Sentineal said she and 
Fred decided early in their 
marriage they wanted a busi-
ness that allowed them to be 
at home with their family, 
and they wanted their chil-
dren to grow up on a farm 
surrounded by horses. 

They are working to pro-
tect their business for the 
family, “but it’s going to take 
some time and money. Fortu-
nately we have a lot of support 
from some great people.”

As frustrating as it is to 
have to deal with the pro-
testers, the Sentineals are not 
about to let them spoil a great 
life and business, she said.

“We’re doing something 
we love, and we’re making 
people happy. We get to be a 
part of people’s lives and cel-
ebrations, during their good 
times. Those were our goals 
— not to get rich. We’ve met 
so many amazing people

 who have enriched our lives. 
We have three great children 
and 20 amazing horses. The 
protesters are aggravating, 
but we have a great life, a 
very happy life. That’s what 
counts,” said Sentineal.

“It’s lovely that people 
came out for this. So many 
people have been so wonder-
ful and so supportive. That 
far outweighs any negatives 
of dealing with the protesters. 
We feel so very fortunate.”

905.468.2412

1573 Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil

Follow Us On #upacreek

We’ve Moved up the Creek to

Continued from page 1

Laura Sentineal

It’s lovely that people  
came out for this. So many  

people have been so wonderful 
and so supportive.

“ 
”
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Turns out keeping NOTL Hydro 
was a very wise decision

Where is his wife?
Donald Combe 

Special to The Local
According to Janet Carnochan, a local historian in the early 1900s, Thomas 

Eastham was the trumpeter to General Sir Isaac Brock at the Battle of Queen-
ston Heights in 1812. Beyond the importance of his connection to Brock, he 
had some commercial success as the owner of a hotel in Queenston. No expense 
was spared on this monument.This is a fine and well-designed monument in St. 
Mark’s Cemetery. However, there is no trace in the cemetery of Eastham’s wife 
or family.

In
Memory of

Thomas Eastham
late Trumpeter of

Her Majesty Royal Arte
llery Drivers who depa

rted this life Febr. 24
AD 1839 aged 56

years*

Here lies, within this 
silent grave, 

A Royal soldier, brisk 
and brave, 

Who suddenly was 
snatched away 

From off this sodden 
foot of clay.” 

*Taken directly from 
the monument. 

When given the oppor-
tunity in 2002 to make some 
quick money by selling off 
its local hydro utility, Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake councillors 
had divided opinions.

At that time, munici-
palities across the province 
were being given the choice 
— keep or sell.

Some NOTL councillors 
supported selling as a cash 
grab to pay for infrastruc-
ture without raising taxes. 
Others felt there were ad-
vantages to keeping control 
of the utility, such as be-
ing able to make decisions 
about what was needed 
here in town for residents 
and businesses. They also 
saw it as a long-term source 
of significant revenue.

In the region, NOTL 
was in the minority when, 
after lengthy debate, and 
opinions expressed by local 
residents and businesses, 
the decision, by a close vote, 

was to hang on to it.
In hindsight, it was the 

right choice.
In the years following, the 

utility turned over $500,000 
a year to town coffers.

By 2010, the amount was 
up to $1million, and it has 
averaged that since, with a 
high of $1.3 million. That’s 
money that allows the Town 
to carry out capital projects, 
funded in part by our local 
utility.

Wouldn’t you like to 
know who on that council 
voted in favour of keeping 
NOTL Hydro? Likely there 
are local businessmen or 
former councillors who re-
member.

Those who have lived in 
town a long time will recall 
the frequency of outages be-
fore 2000, usually in the win-
ter, sometimes going on for 
a long time. In NOTL, there 
was a time when power out-
ages were routine.

No more.
NOTL Hydro has con-

sistently upgraded and im-
proved the local system. The 
recent announcement of 
another $3.3 million trans-
former means the rare out-
ages we experience now will 
likely occur even less often.

And yet NOTL Hydro 
has the lowest rates in the 
region and among the lowest 
rates in the province.

We all should be thank-
ing the upper management 
of NOTL Hydro, all staff in 
fact, and especially the board 
members who have guided 
the direction of the utility 
over the past 17 years.

The board members and 
councillors who supported 
keeping the utility in munic-
ipal control, if we find out 
who they are, also deserve 
our thanks.

Penny Coles
The Local

The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, in conjunction with the Communities in Bloom 
Committee and the Niagara-on-the-Lake Horticulture Society, is pleased to be run-
ning the Garden of the Week program over the summer months. This week’s winner 
is 19 Colonel Butler Crescent, owned by Jan Van Haren and Brian Carberry. This 
eclectic, welcoming garden has a large variety of trees and shrubs that reflects pride 
of ownership, and the owners’ passion for gardening, said the judges. Residents are 
encouraged to submit nominations of phenomenal front gardens and winners will re-
ceive a lawn sign recognizing the home owners. Nomination forms are available on 
Join the Conversation.

Garden of the week
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip
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COMMENTCOMMENT

LETTERSLETTERS
As many of you al-

ready know, the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake Kinsmen sign 
was run over by an unidenti-
fiable vehicle back on June 19.

This was the second time 
that sign has had to be re-
placed in the last six months, 
with a cost of $1,000 for the in-
surance deductible each time.

That cost struck a chord 
with me, and after talking 
with club president Bob 
Forbes, I went to Facebook. A 
special thanks goes out to the 
Facebook group NOTL 4 
ALL, who quickly caught on 
and shared the information.

I shared the photos and 
though we were not able to 
find out who hit the sign, a 
donation drive happened, 
with the blessings of the Kins-
men. I also put a donation jar 
in my shop in Virgil.

In very short order, our 
community has raised more 
than $3,200.

For those interested, a 
list of those donations made 
can be found on Facebook, 
NOTL 4 ALL. A big shout-
out to the Virgil Business 
Association, Ravine Vine-
yard Estate Winery and the 
Virgil Fire Department for 
donating $500 each, and 
the Royal Canadian Legion, 
Branch 124 for raising $233 
for the cause. All extra mon-
ey will be used to enhance 
the sign with better safety, 
lighting and landscaping 
improvements.

Donations are still wel-
comed by me, or directly to 
the Kinsmen Club at PO Box 
222, Virgil, Ontario, L0S 1T0 
(cheques or money order 
— please do not send cash 
in the mail). Kinsmen club 
president Bob Forbes can be 
reached at 905-360-0455.

Another great way of 
showing support, while hav-
ing a fabulous time doing so, 

Thanks to community for supporting Kinsmen
would be coming out to their 
annual Classic Car Show and 
Shine.  This will be the 21st 
year and held on Sunday, Aug. 
11, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. There is a 
$3 admission for spectators, 
with kids under 12 free.  First 
200 cars will receive a plaque.

The Kinsmen were hop-
ing the sign would be in-
stalled prior to the car show 
for everyone to see, but it 
looks like that might be too 
tight a timeline for the man-
ufacturer/installers.

I would like to thank the 
Kinsmen Club of NOTL for 
everything they do and  have 
done for the last 49 years here 
in NOTL.

I would to end this letter 
by sending a huge thank you 
to all those people that have 
supported our cause of help-
ing with the Kinsmen sign 
replacement.

Martin Mazza
Virgil

LETTERSLETTERS
Earlier this month we 

gathered at Ravine Vine-
yard Estate Winery for an 
evening in support of my 
charity, Pink Pearl, an or-
ganization that supports 
young women with cancer 
in Niagara.

I have lived in Niagara 
all my life and our family 
recently moved to Niag-
ara-on-theLake. I always 

knew there was a warm 
sense of community here, 
but seeing it on full display 
that evening was so special.

I wanted to personally 
thank Maria Mavridis of 
Anchor Niagara, Paul Har-
ber of Ravine, and their 
families for putting on a 
wonderful event. Michelle 
and Stefan (Reynolds Regi-
er Homes) and Nataschia 

Pink Pearl says thanks for great event
Wielink (photography and 
owner of Bloom & Co.), 
among many others, were 
supportive as always.

We are so lucky to call 
Niagara-on-the-Lake home, 
and grateful for the commu-
nity of friends we have here.

Elise Gasbarrino
Founder & Executive 
Director, Pink Pearl

Two areas of local nature inspired childhood wonder 

The places where I played 
are the places that made me. 

I suppose that could be 
said about many people in 
their respective professions — 
they are products of their en-
vironment. There is definitely 
a correlation between what 
you’re exposed to during your 
youth, and where you may 
end up later in life. 

I have vivid memories of spe-
cific places in Niagara-on-the- 
Lake that really got me hooked 
on the great outdoors. 

Maybe the world is so fas-
cinating at less than four feet 
tall because you can move so 
easily through the forest floor. 
There is no shortage of inter-
esting things to investigate 
when you’re moving around at 
the same height as most of the 
shrubs, stumps, and boulders. 
Plus, childhood curiosity slows 
you down and really makes 
you take in your surroundings. 

Across the road from me 
used to be “the swamp,” sever-
al acres of seasonally flooded 
forests and fields that I spent 
just about every day after 
school in. On every bus ride 
home, no matter what the 
weather, I was itching to put 
the rubber boots back on and 
get into that place. I had tur-
tles, snakes, and whoops — 
wasp nests to find. 

I would have my face 
pressed to the bus window on 
the ride home from St. Davids, 
judging the weather and water 

levels of the creeks. I was as-
sessing what footwear I would 
need, and what kind of jars or 
bags I wanted to collect critters.

I drew and colour-shaded 
maps of the place, mapping 
factors such as snake popu-
lation density, water depths, 
where my favourite wildlife 
hotspots were. I even had my 
own trail system out there, 
which was basically a combi-
nation of deer trails and my 
tree memory.

Tree memory? This is 
what I refer to when you can 
easily remember a certain tree 
in an area, and you choose to 
take note of it for interest or 
for navigation purposes. I 
wish I could remember math 
and important dates like that.

Earlier this spring, tree 
memory came to serve me 
when I was out hiking in a 
similar environment called 
Willoughby Marsh in Niagara 
Falls. My car keys hang off a 
red lanyard out of my pocket, 
every day. I was pick-pock-
eted by a branch, and I knew 
this when I patted my empty 
pocket upon arriving back at 
the van. I was able to walk back 
into a place I had never hiked 
before, off-trail, and pick out 
familiar trees among hundreds 
of them to retrace my steps. 
There, about half a kilometre 
off the road, was a red lan-
yard hanging two feet off the 
ground, saying “here I am.”

The skills I didn’t even 
know I was developing at the 
time also formed in the val-
ley of Two Mile Creek near 
downtown. 

Growing up outside of 
Queenston, I was a sizeable 
distance from the downtown 
NOTL area. As I met friends 

through school and sports, I 
found out a lot of them lived 
in this place called Garrison 
Village. I always got really ex-
cited as a kid going to visit my 
friends, because that usually 
meant an exploration session 
down in this creek. 

Compared to the streams 
and habitat found in the 
Queenston swamp, this was a 
foreign world to me, right in 
my own town. Two Mile Creek 
was big, it had pockets deep 
enough for me to not see the 
bottom, and there were even 
fish in there. Those factors cre-
ated a real sense of newness, 
and also a hunger to find out 
about more places like it. 

I remember being an-
kle-deep in that creek and be-
ing thrilled by rainbow trout 
and sucker fish bouncing off 
my legs. Definitely an expe-
rience I didn’t get across the 
street from my house. While 
standing in that creek, I often 
wondered how far it flowed 
and what would unfold 
around each bend.

That sense of excitement 
was derived from being in a 
new location, and knowing I 
only got limited opportunities 
to explore it. That exact same 
feeling and drive now hap-
pens on a larger scale when 
I go away and film Hidden 
Corners. 

The better we understand 
something, the more likely we 
are to be sympathetic, or even 
passionate about it. It is hu-
man nature to both promote 
and guard what we appreciate 
in life, and what we appreciate 
is often understood. 

This is why places like the 
swamp and other locations in 
NOTL were so influential to 

me, and I would be curious to 
know if anyone else in town 
has similar natural spots of 
childhood importance.

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

Two Mile Creek was one of the places that provided the rush of exploring new territory for Owen 
Bjorgan when he was a kid. There is a safe and relaxing hiking trail that follows the creek in 
Two Mile Creek Conservation Area, accessible from Garrison Village and Butler Street. (Owen 
Bjorgan)

Growing up on York Road 
near Queenston, next to “the 
swamp,” gave Owen Bjor-
gan  the space and time to 
explore and become shaped 
by the area. He started 
young, and was delighted to 
find an eastern garter snake. 
(Photo supplied)
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Summer library programs keep kids learning over summer

As the Niagara-on- 

the-Lake Public Library’s 

newest children’s library 

service associate, I’d like 

to introduce myself and 

welcome you to our Sum-

mer Kick-Off Party hap-

pening June 22.

This annual event, pre-

sented in partnership with 

the Town of NOTL, has a 

number of amazing experi-

ences to offer, including the 

always-popular Fresh From 

the Garden presentation, a 

visit from Captain Under-

pants himself, as well as an 

interactive presentation by 

Reptile Kingdom.

Add in crafting ses-

sions in The Makery, seed 

planting inspired by our 

seed library, a barbeque, 

cotton candy and a boun-

cy house, this event has 

something for everyone. 

All ages are welcome to 

attend, and the event is 

free of charge. Perhaps 

the most important part 

of our Summer Kick-Off 

Party is that registration 

for our Summer Reading 

Program opens.

My name is Kasia Du-

puis and I am an avid “ac-

cidental” teacher. I think 

some of the most import-

ant teachable moments 

are those that are spon-

taneous, unfettered and, 

well, kind of sneaky. Kids 

enjoy attending class-

es, programs and pretty 

much anything that in-

volves fun. In my opinion, 

any education is the best 

when it is intertwined 

with fun. It is motivating. 

It is easy to get into and to 

be involved in. It is entic-

ing. It is progressive.

For our children, 

summer is about having 

fun. It’s about having a 

break from the regular 

day-to-day routines. It’s 

about switching it up and 

spending all day doing 

more of what they wish 

they could do all day, ev-

eryday. A change in gears 

for the brain is import-

ant. It keeps us on our 

toes, even if it’s a shift to 

a lower gear. It helps us 

be adaptable and not rely 

on that same old routine. 

It can be great. But as par-

ents and caregivers, we 

need to be mindful of our 

children’s brains and how 

they will retain what they 

have just spent the entire 

year learning. Some call 

it the summer slide, and 

research has proved it’s a 

real thing – which is why 

it is important to keep our 

children’s brains engaged 

over the summer, not only 

on traditional summer ex-

periences, but also on the 

subjects of math, writing, 

and of course, reading. 

Summer learning 

keeps the mind sharp and 

stimulated. Research has 

shown children who do 

not engage in any type of 

mental activity during the 

summer tend to lose up to 

a third of what they have 

learned during the aca-

demic year, which means 

teachers often spend four 

to six weeks re-teaching 

material from the pre-

vious year that students 

have forgotten over the 

summer.
It is easy to see why chil-

dren’s literacy is of utmost 

importance, and much 

attention is devoted to it 

during the school year – 

but once school is out, it 

can fall by the wayside, es-

pecially with a reluctant or 

unmotivated reader. What 

better way to maintain your 

child’s literacy skills than 

registering them in the Ni-

agara-on-the-Lake Public 

Library’s Summer Reading 

program? This year’s pro-

gram includes a “Read for 

Beads” component which 

rewards children with a 

bead for every book they 

have read over the summer. 

Each time they visit the li-

brary, they will find one of 

our library staff and report 

the number of books read 

since the last visit. For each 

book read, children will re-

ceive a bead to put on their 

very own necklace, provid-

ed for free with registration 

for our Summer Reading 

Program.
There are many peda-

gogically linked reasons 

why these necklaces are 

so important. While they 

may seem insignificant 

to some adults, for chil-

dren they can be quite 

meaningful, in ways be-

yond their knowledge 

(hence the sneaky learn-

ing, here). For one, to 

earn a bead, they need 

to read. More books 

read — more beads, and 

we know children love 

to collect. In terms of 

encouraging summer 

learning, this is a match 

made in heaven.

Beyond that, let us 

consider how these 

young readers physically 

get their beads. It means 

they need to keep track 

of the books they have 

read – this can take place 

in our summer read-

ing club passports (also 

free with registration) in 

the form of a tally, or in 

writing down numbers 

of books read — sneaky 

writing and numeracy. 

Encouraging your child to 

write down the names of 

the books they read this 

summer, or just their fa-

vourite book of the week 

is another sneaky tactic. 

Oops — accidental writ-

ing practice. To get the 

correct amount of beads 

for their effort, they will 

need to add up the num-

ber of books they have 

read — sneaky numeracy 

practice. Fine motor skills 

are practised in thread-

ing the beads each week 

onto their necklace. Pat-

terning and categorizing 

skills are used in the de-

sign and placement of the 

beads on their necklace — 

sneaky math practice. In 

the wearing of the neck-

lace, they invite others to 

ask about it — “What is 

it for? You’ve read how 

many books?” Conversa-

tional and social skills are 

practised. Sneakily. Here 

is a big one: confidence. 

Confidence is boosted in 

A Man Goes to the Movies

Rocketman is Elton John 

and his struggle to find ac-

ceptance, success and love. 

It is the story of a genius 

who survived and flourished 

in spite of unsympathetic 

friends and family and all the 

obstacles that success and 

wealth bring. 
The encouragement and 

love from his grandmother  

and his long friendship with 

his lyricist  Bernie Taupin 

sustain Elton through the 

very dark days of an exces-

sive lifestyle. The audience 

shares the trip, the struggle 

and the ultimate triumph.

This film is an epic mu-

sical of the uncensored and 

very human story of Sir El-

ton John.
You will be transported 

and transfixed by this man’s 

humanity, talent and tri-

umph over adversity.

If you plan to see only 

one film in 2019, this is the 

one; get going. It is in local 

cinemas now. 
Donald Combe is a retired 

English teacher who loves to 

go to movies. His Facebook 

reviews have become popular 

with his friends and followers, 

and he has graciously agreed 

to share his opinions through 

“short and sweet” exclusives 

for The Local.

wearing their Read for 

Beads necklace, as well as 

the interaction that takes 

place in being asked, and 

in having their progress 

proudly displayed around 

their neck. There are so 

many reasons why Sum-

mer Reading Programs 

accidentally encourage 

the retention of skills and 

further the development 

of the whole child, while 

being super fun at the 

same time. Win-win in 

my eyes.
When the school 

year ends, we all need a 

break — even the teach-

ers — and summer is the 

perfect time for play and 

relaxation. However, we 

want to ensure our chil-

dren’s brains stay sharp 

over the holiday. Sneaking 

in some natural learning 

without the pressure of 

regular school-day de-

mands is the perfect way 

to approach any summer 

plans, and summer read-

ing programs help accom-

plish this.
Registration for the 

NOTL Library’s Summer 

Reading Program opens 

on June 22, and I look 

forward to seeing you all 

with lavishly full Read 

for Beads necklaces this 

summer.

Letters! We want letters!

We have an opinion page put aside just for residents — we know you have 

opinions and we would love to share them. If you have a letter to the editor 

you’d like to see published, please send it to penny@notllocal.com. Please 

try to keep it to about 350 words. Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous  

letters. The deadline is Monday at noon.

Elton John is played by Taron Egerton in Rocketman.

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

www.strewnwinery.com/Visit-Us/Winery-Events

Be among the first to taste 

Strewn’s new white wines  

with the winemakers. Special 

pre-release six-lot price. Then 

enjoy a casual lunch and live 

music under the Big Top tent.

White Wine 

Event & Lunch

Saturday, June 22 

11:30 am to 2 pm

$28 per person. Deadline to book June 18.

Kasia Dupuis 
NOTL Public Library

The trusted voice of our community. notllocal.com    JULY 25, 2019    Volume 1 • Issue 28

Sandra O’Connor to represent Green Party
 page 8

Shoreline protection works

Victoria Salter and Bradley Mattocks, taking part in the Junior Learn to Sail program at the Niagara-on-the-Lake Sailing Club, have fun out on the water. (Donna Genge)Although there are signs the lake level is decreasing, Dock Area residents are not complacent. It started dropping and then went back up last week, says retired mining engineer Ron Simkus, and has barely re-turned to where it was prior to July 17, he says. There are con-stant fluctuations, and the fear of a strong wind still exists.Terry Boulton’s family has owned waterfront property 

since the 1880s. A retired high school English teacher, his in-terest in family history and of the waterfront that has led to about a decade of researching any printed material he could find, some of it going back as far as the 1790s.What he has learned is that although Lake Ontario reached its highest recorded level this summer, the first significant rise documented, at least that he could find, was in 1796, with an increase of five feet noted in Kingston.
“They say the water level is 

the highest it’s ever been now, and I believe that. But it’s been ferocious in the past. At least now something’s being done about it.”
He found documents  from 1886 predicting four to 10 feet of land on the Niagara River would be washed away every year, and reporting the mili-tary reserve property owned by Parks Canada lost eight feet of waterfront in 1919.Also in May 1919, the wa-ter was reported to be 15 feet 

Penny ColesThe Local

Continued on page 12

If Tim Bala (centre) had been teaching paddle boarding at Queen’s Royal Park decades 

ago, there would have been a beach. It’s too late for sand, but shoreline protection is at least 

saving the trees and the park. (Penny Coles)

NOTL LOCAL Banner Bookings
We are now booking FRONT and 

EDITORIAL page banners for 2019.
Don’t miss out!

call Karen at 905.641.5335
or email karen@notllocal.com
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Niagara, the land of wine and (why not?) roses

Laura Grant now has a long wall of climbing Kordes roses. (Laura Grant)

Many years ago, I had 
a collection of All America 
Rose Selections, winners of 
an award given by the Amer-
ican rose industry to out-
standing new rose varieties.

All America Rose Selec-
tions is an award that was 
given by the American rose 
industry to an outstanding 
new rose variety. For de-
cades, the selection was con-
sidered the most prestigious 
rose prize in the U.S. 

Keeping the roses alive 
and healthy took a lot of my 
time. They had to be sprayed 
for black spot, mildew and 
insects. In the fall, they had 
to be hilled for winter pro-
tection and in the spring un-
covered again. Many had to 
be replaced as they did not 
survive our cold winters.

Having a much larger 
garden now and being so 
much older, I was not pre-
pared to put this much work 
into growing roses again.

It was by chance that I 
came by a company that 
produced winter-hardy and 
disease-resistant roses. This 
was exciting news and while 
in Europe in the spring of 
2014, I decided to check out 
this company.

Founded in 1887, by 
Wilhelm Kordes I, Kordes 
Roses are located near Ham-
burg, Germany. 

Upon my arrival, at the 

Kordes Rose farm, I was met 
by Thomas Proll, company 
hybridizer. He spoke very 
good English and gave me a 
tour of the library, explained 
the history of the company, 
breeding objectives, the pro-

cess of selecting the best, and 
then we toured the display 
gardens. He cultivates hun-
dreds of thousands of cross-
es every year, creating new 
varieties, and grows them 
on for evaluation. Out of 

those, they select only five to 
10 for naming and trading. 
Proll explained the breed-
ing strategy: the rose should 
have resistance to diseases 
(number one criterion); suf-
ficient cold hardiness; bushy 

growth; foliage should stay 
on the plant until winter; its 
blooms should unfold above 
foliage; the stems should be 
strong and stiff to carry the 
bloom upright; and finally, 
it should flower deep into 

autumn.
These are  impressive cri-

teria and they apply to both 
their cut flower and garden 
roses.

Continued on page 9  

Laura Grant
Special to The Local
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New climbing roses beautiful and less work
I was mainly interested in 

their garden roses:
The Rigo-Rosen – these 

are the healthiest and would 
have been awarded the pres-
tigious award ADR (the Ger-
man designation for the best 
roses).

Fairy Tale Roses – these 
are mostly bedding and 
shrub roses. They have a nos-
talgic flower shape and are a 

German answer to English 
roses.

Climbing roses – healthy, 
vigorous, winter hardy and 
large flowering.

Liliputs – miniature roses, 
many with ADR certificates 
and very healthy.

Eleganza – hybrid tea 
class of healthy, high-pointed 
flower shape. This is a newer 
class of roses.

Parfuma - this group is 
the latest creation by Kordes 

and reached the market in 
autumn 2011. They have 
a combination of superior 
scent and healthy foliage.

Armed with all this 
knowledge, I was excited 
about the prospect of grow-
ing roses again, without the 
heavy maintenance of  the 
past.

We are so fortunate in Ni-
agara to have Rene and Eva 
Schmitz of Palatine Fruit & 
Roses Nursery, who grow 

and sell beautifully-grown 
Kordes roses. Their compre-
hensive annual catalogue is 
organized by type of roses 
and each is rated for hardi-
ness and fragrance. Thanks to 
them, I now have  a 175-foot 

long wall of Kordes climbing 
roses giving me far less work 
than the old roses of the past.

A side note: my wall of 
roses is open in that a wire 
mesh supports the vines; 
this enables birds to fly into 

it from either side. They 
must like this, as a vari-
ety of species rest and nest 
in it: catbirds, cardinals 
and swamp sparrows. The 
thorns probably deter ani-
mal predators. 

Continued from page 8

Beautiful pink Laguna roses make up part of Laura Grant’s wall of roses.

Tonie Mori does a little dance with the Ukesters at Mori Gardens Saturday. It was the 
45th anniversary of the garden centre, and a full day of celebrations was held, with 
local music, delicious treats, and beautiful blooms (Fred Mercnik)

Celebrating 45 years

268 VICTORIA STREET
$1,795,000

MLS 30748556 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

63 THE PROMENADE
$845,000

MLS 30754357 • Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright
and Nicole Vanderperk

13 TULIP TREE ROAD
 $999,000

MLS 30739714 • Cheryl Carmichael

35 DELATRE STREET
$3,000 - INCLUSIVE

MLS 30754932 • Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

5 DAVID SECORD DRIVE
$738,000

MLS 30754579 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

12 FIRELANE 14D
$1,299,000

MLS 30738478 • Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

41 QUEENSTON STREET
$1,079,000

MLS 30723697 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

1409 CONCESSION 2 ROAD
$1,589,000

MLS 30741184 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

42 COLONEL BUTLER CRESCENT 
$799,000 

MLS 30736220 • Bonnie Grimm and Linda Williams

19 EVERGREEN LANE 
$2,700 + UTILITIES 

MLS 30730778 • Victoria Bolduc and Sarah Gleddie

NEW LISTING

SOLD
NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

OPEN HOUSE
SATURDAY 2-4 PM

15396 NIAGARA
RIVER PRKWY 

SUNDAY 2-4 PM
42 COLONEL  

BUTLER CRES

Christopher Bowron*** .......905-468-2269
Victoria Bolduc* .................905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* ...................905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ..................905-468-1256
Kim Elltoft** ........................905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ..........905-651-2977
Audrey Wright* ...................289-241-0212

Nicole Vanderperk* ............905-941-4585
Trish Badham* ...................905-329-1563
Viviane Elltoft* ...................905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ..................905-380-8012
Cheryl Carmichael* ...........905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* ..................905-685-2458
Christine Bruce* ................905-328-9703

Marilyn Francis**................905-932-1266
Linda Williams* ..................905-401-4240
Caroline Polgrabia* ............905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ..............905-933-4983

***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

6 FISHER DRIVE 
$799,999

MLS 30746831 • Marilyn Francis

15396 NIAGARA RIVER PRKWY 
$949,000 

MLS 30730532 • Philip Bowron and Sarah Gleddie

   O
PEN HOUSE

SUNDAY 2-4 PM

   O
PEN HOUSE

SATURDAY 2-4 PM

FOR LEASE
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Campaign launched to restore heritage trail
Under a hot summer sun 

Monday, a crowd of donors 
gathered to celebrate the of-
ficial launch of a fundraising 
campaign to restore the Up-
per Canada Heritage Trail.

Just two weeks into the 
campaign, and with a basket 
full of cheques collected yes-
terday, the total was already 
nearing the $15,000 mark, 
with a goal of $150,000.

The work began in 2017, 
when the NOTL Canada 
Sesquicentennial Committee 
identified improvements and 
enhancements to the trail as 
a priority, and a meaningful 
legacy for the residents and 
future generations of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake. The com-
mittee decided it was a multi-
year project, and in 2019, the 
Heritage Trail Committee 
was formed to preserve and 
rehabilitate the 10 kilometres, 
which follows the path histor-
ic Erie and Ontario Railroad 
along Concession 1. This was 
one of the first railroads in the 
province and was used for 
more than 100 years.

“When you start a proj-
ect like this, you don’t know 
what the response will be,” 
said Rick Meloen, chair of the 
committee.

“But the community has 
been very supportive,” he told 
the crowd of donors. “You be-

ing here is testimony to that.”
He said work on the trail 

“started out as a dream, two 
years ago, during our coun-
try’s 150th celebrations — a 
dream that this trail could be a 
legacy project, a trail that can 
be of benefit to the health of 
our residents, a trail that can 
enable us to enjoy the beauty 
of Niagara’s countryside and a 
trail that stands as a witness to 
our town’s history.”

The railroad men and 
women also had a dream, he 
said, that the railroad would 
bring prosperity to this com-
munity.

It’s been a “bit of a bumpy 
ride,” he said, “but today, no 
one can deny the prosperity 
of this town.”

The trail borders private 
and agricultural properties, 
vineyards and orchards, and 
there has been some “push-
back from the agricultural 
community. Farmers have 
some concerns about the re-
vitalization of the trail — and 
rightly so, says Meloen.

“There is a fear of people 
trespassing on farmland, and 
that’s a legitimate concern. 
We have to put up proper 
signage indicating it’s private 
property, no trespassing, and 
don’t pick the fruit.”

There are a few minor is-
sues of encroachment by pri-
vate property owners on the 
trail, but they are being dealt 
with, he said.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
told the crowd how import-
ant the trail is as people move

toward a healthier lifestyle, 
“and as a permanent part of 
our lives.”

She encouraged donations 
to restore the trail, which be-
longs to the Town, not only

because of ownership, “but 
because people have put their 
blood, sweat and tears into 

preserving it, into declaring 
it heritage, and into keeping it 
for all of us.”

The 20-metre wide trail 
requires a more permanent 
and durable surface, sections 
have become inaccessible, 
and some culverts need re-
placing. The portion between 
Line 9 and York Road needs 
substantial work. 

Signs have been made 
up for the entrance at King 
and John Streets and at East 
and West Line to indicate the 
progress of the fundraising 
campaign.

Donations can be 
dropped off at the town hall, 
and cheques can be made 
out to the Town of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, with Her-
itage Trail indicated on the 
memo portion of cheques, 
and mailed to Town of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake, 1593 Four 
Mile Creek Road, PO Box 
100, Virgil, ON L0S 1T0. 

Donations over $25 will 
receive a charitable dona-
tion tax receipt from the 
Town. Contributions over 
$1,000 will be recognized 
publicly.

Penny Coles
The Local

Donors to the restoration of the Upper Canada Heritage Trail were at the fundraising kick-off Monday. (Cheryl Morris)

Rick Meloen and Tony Chisholm, members of the Heritage Trail Committee, explain the 
project. (Rene Bertschi)

Regional Coun. Gary Zalepa, Town Coun. Allan Bisback, Lord Mayor Betty Disero and chair Rick 
Meloen at the fundraising kick-off for the restoration of the Upper Canada Heritage Trail. (Rene 
Bertschi)

Rick Meloen

(It’s been a) bit of a bumpy 
ride, but today, no one can deny 

the prosperity of this town.
“ 

”

Walk, cycle, drive to Psychotherapy 
in the Old Town. Free Parking.

Linda Attoe, RP
905•468•0046 | www.lindaattoe.com

Serving the Niagara Region since 2005

REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca
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St. Andrew’s Society hosting summer Ceilidh 

Alan Dickson, Trish McIntyre Spagnol and Derrick Penman hope to attract some interest in 
the club at the Ceilidh they are hosting. (Penny Coles)

The St. Andrews Society 
is a club of members who 
know how to have a good 
time — they could just use a 
few more like-minded indi-
viduals to join them.

While it’s a club based 
on Scottish traditions, “you 
don’t have to be Scottish to 
join or to have fun,” says 
member Trish McIntrye 
Spagnol. “We’re a fun club, 
but an aging one. We’re try-
ing to generate more interest 

This Monday is the muse-
um’s annual heritage festival, 
with the public invited to en-
joy historical demonstrations, 
live music, a treasures sale and 
more outside, as well as the 
current exhibition inside. 

There will be lots of enter-
tainment throughout the day, 
featuring live music by the Ni-
agara Old Tyme Fiddlers As-
sociation from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., with free admission. 

At 2 p.m., there will be a 
special theatrical presenta-
tion. Through funding from 
the Niagara Region’s Niag-
ara Investment in Culture 
program, the museum is 
developing a short perfor-
mance  celebrating 225 years 
of St. Andrew’s Church.   

St. Andrew’s was first built 
in 1792 by Scottish settlers 
for the growing township of 
Newark. It was burned to the 
ground during the War of 
1812, and then was designed 
and re-built by James Coo-
per.  It  was home to the first 
Black community school in 
Niagara, as well as the first 
Sunday School in NOTL.

Rich characters pattern 
the history of St. Andrew’s – 
from Janet  Carnochan  (who 
founded the Niagara His-

in young people.”
This summer the club 

is hosting a Ceilidh (pro-
nounced kaley), a Scottish 
event for “Celtics or Celtic 
wannabes,” she says, and for 
those even just a little curi-
ous about haggis.

“My husband Dave is 
Italian. He swears up and 
down Scots can’t cook. But 
now he looks forward to 
every opportunity he can 
eat haggis. He loves it. Ev-
eryone, even my Italian hus-
band, has a wee bit of Scot-
tish in them.”

torical Society & Museum), 
to the Cooper family, the 
Creeds, and the feisty women 
of the Ladies Auxiliary who 
organized endless wartime 
fundraising, letter-writing, 
and aid campaigns.

Written and directed by 
Barbara Worthy, the per-
formance will educate the 
community and its visitors 
about the history of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake through the 
last 225 years with a series of 
vignettes in words and music.  
“If you enjoyed the local pro-
duction which toured during 
the sesquicentennial, you will 
love this one too,” says Wor-
thy. “And you will recognize 
the talented cast as well.”

Historic demonstra-
tions  throughout the day  in-
clude a blacksmith, an antique 
firearms display, wool spin-
ning, traditional rug hooking 
and the Niagara Woodcarvers 
Association.  

If you want to take home 
a little history,  local author 
Peter Mulcaster will be there 
with his new book, Off to Par-
adise Grove: A Railway His-
tory of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
1854-1959,  and artist Kathy 
Thomas will have her beau-
tiful heritage maps of NOTL 
and Queenston. 

If you’re hungry,  there’s 

There is more than “a 
wee bit of Scottish” in Alan 
Dickson, president of the St. 
Andrews Society, and past 
president Derrick Penman.

Dickson, owner of 
PigOut Catering, was intro-
duced to the club through 
events he catered. He wit-
nessed first-hand the mem-
bers having fun at their 
events, he says, and joined 
the club and the board.

“I had too much to drink 
one night and somehow 
I got elected president. I 
couldn’t object.”

a bake sale, or enjoy lunch 
while taking in some music 
and history. 

The Niagara Historical So-
ciety & Museum will be raising 
funds through their treasures 
sale and annual raffle tickets.

“We are raffling off our 
popular wine hampers again 
this year,” says Amy Klassen, 
society administrator.

This year the first prize 
includes dinner for four at Ra-
vine and second prize includes 
dinner for two at the winery.

Proceeds from the sale 
and raffle support the ongo-
ing care and preservation of 
the Museum’s collection.

The Museum gift shop is 
also open as usual with lots 
of great heritage gifts and 
historical books, and visi-
tors can take in  the current 
exhibition  From Head to 
Toe,  which explores  original 
fashions from the 19th  and 
20th centuries. 

The heritage festival is 
Monday, Aug. 5 from 11 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

The Niagara Historical 
Society & Museum is located 
at 43 Castlereagh Street.  For 
more information  on muse-
um programs and events, visit 
www.niagarahistorical.muse-
um or contact the Museum at 
905-468-3912. 

“Funny thing,” says Pen-
man, “same thing happened 
to me.”

The decision to host a 
summer Ceilidh and invite 
the public is an effort to in-
troduce new ideas, showcase 
the club and attract younger 
members, says Spagnol.

“Yes, we’re all past our 
due date,” chimes in Dickson

It will be held at the Mc-
Farland Pavilion, on the Ni-
agara River Parkway.

There will be Scottish 
dancers performing, and 
also be teaching some of the 
dance steps, says Spagnol.

“This is a way to cele-
brate our history. I was born 
in Canada but my dad was 
Scottish. It’s my way of em-

bracing my heritage.”
There will also be lawn 

games, a barbecue, and the 
fabulous Pub Jugs offering 
live music.

The Ceilidh is Sunday, 
Aug. 18, from 4 to 8 p.m.

Tickets are $25, $10  
for kids.

For tickets or more infor-
mation call 905-468-8485.

Penny Coles
The Local

Local Staff

Past is Present at annual 
museum heritage festival

  

     
 

 Based on residential unit sales $500,000+ 2018 year to date ORTIS MLS ® in Niagara Region* | Brokerage
*Sales Representative   **Broker   ***Broker - Royal LePage NRC Realty KRDS

240 Dorchester Street, NOTL
$1,595,000

NIAGARA’S 
LUXURY LEADER

125 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-lake

direct: 905.468.4214

4 Crimson Drive, NOTL
$669,900

15 Chardonnay Place, NOTL
$625,000

179 Cole Crescent, NOTL
$649,900

267 Gage Street, NOTL
$685,000

MLS# 30752198
James O’Connor*  &  Margie van Gelder*

MLS# 30738225 
Dan Stefels***  &  Katie Redekopp***

MLS# 30753623
James O’Connor*  &  Margie van Gelder*

MLS# 30748334
Dan Stefels***  &  Katie Redekopp***

MLS# 30737062
James O’Connor*  &  Margie van Gelder*

11 Elden Street, Virgil
$799,900

MLS# 30728443
Dan Stefels***  &  Katie Redekopp***

1 Meritage Lane,  NOTL
$1,085,000

MLS# 30733834
Jo-Ann Cudmore*
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 Aleah enjoys a pony ride at the carnival. (Fred Mercnik)

Martin Forester presents winner Jimmy Stewart with a winning basket at the Grocery Wheel, 
a tradition of the St. Davids Carnival. (Fred Mercnik)

Kids of all ages have fun on the rides at the St. Davids Carnival. (Penny Coles)
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Young couple wins grand prize at carnival

St. Davids Lions president and carnival chairman Bradd Anderson hands the keys to a 19-foot trail-
er, donated by Niagara Trailers, to Stephanie and Alistair Smith, with their son Callum. (Bill Brouwer)

When Alistair Smith 
spent $10 on raffle tickets for 
the St. Davids Carnival, he 
was happy to be supporting a 
good cause.

Instead, as Lion Bill Brou-
wer says, his purchase “has 
a storybook ending for the 
young couple.”

Smith and his wife Steph-
anie have an 18-month old 
son, Callum. They both have 
family members who camp, 
as do many of their friends. 

Alistair says they began 
looking at campers to pur-
chase this summer, hoping to 
join their family and friends 
on some of their outings, but 

soon discovered they couldn’t 
afford anything suitable.

“We’ve just had a baby. We 
really didn’t have the money,” 
he says. “We decided this just 
wasn’t the right time for us.”

A plumber for the district 
school board, he went to a 
Canadian Tire for supplies 
recently, and a man selling 
tickets “looked at me as if he 
knew me. I don’t know what 
it was about him. I just felt I 
wanted to talk to him.”

As Alistair left the store, 
Lion Rick Wills asked him if 
he wanted to buy a ticket to 
win a trailer, and he agreed.

“I really thought I was just 
supporting the club. I never 
expected to win.”

He and his wife were 

thrilled to get the call saying 
they had won the beautiful, 
new, 19-foot Starcraft trailer, 
an Autumn Ridge Outfitter, 
donated by Niagara Trailers. 
It sleeps four, with a slide-out 
for extra room — perfect for 
his family, says Alistair.

It also included two bicy-
cles from Canadian Tire on 
Welland Avenue in St. Cath-
arines.

The second place prize, a 
Niagara Falls vacation pack-
age which included a two-
night stay at a Travel Lodge, a 
Jet Boat adventure and a heli-
copter ride, was won by Kim 
Killeen of Virgil, who donat-
ed the prize back to the Li-
ons club to be used for more 
fundraising.

Penny Coles
The Local

1630 Niagara Stone Road, NOTL
hearbetterniagara.com  |  905-468-4999

HAVING

TROUBLE

HEARING?

Call us today to book your 

complimentary 
hearing test.
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Dawn Truong, Tasha Riddick, Leah Schouten, Bella Recine and Ayla Jamal, members of the St. Davids Leos Club, were 
serving lemonade at the carnival and accepting donations. They have raised enough money to fund one autism assist dog 
guide, and are fundraising for a second dog.  (Penny Coles)

Marianne McRae, Nancy Lang and Bonnie Boyda show 
off pies made by the St. Davids-Queenston United Church.
(Fred Mercnik)

Youngsters enjoy the slide at the St. Davids Lions Carnival last week.  (Penny Coles)

Paying it      
forward

After winning this John 
Deere electric gator for kids 
at Joe Pillitteri’s Comedy 
Night, Coun. Norm Arsenault 
decided to pay it forward and 
donate it to KidSport Niaga-
ra. It is being raffled off, with 
the draw on Sept. 2. Tick-
ets will also be available at 
the Peach Celebration Aug. 
10. “It was pretty great that 
Norm thought of us,” says 
Shari Hartwick of KidSport 
Niagara, “and it comes at a 
time when KidSport Niagara 
has been out of money since 
the spring.” Nancy Wardle, 
Hartwick and Arsenault were 
at the carnival selling tickets. 
(Photo supplied)
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The cast of Bernard Shaw’s Getting Married, on stage at the Royal George Theatre. 
(Emily Cooper) Getting Married age-old 

and entertaining debate
The morning of a fami-

ly wedding might not be the 
most appropriate time to dis-
cuss the assets and liabilities 
of the institution of marriage, 
financial or social.

It is, however, a dialogue 
as inevitable as the institution 
itself. And as in Getting Mar-
ried, one of two Bernard Shaw 
plays on offer this season, it 
has likely taken place during 
family gatherings, around 
kitchen tables, and leading 
up to nuptials that have about 
equal odds of leading to life-
long happiness or short-lived 
disaster.  

In the case of the discus-
sion that takes place on the 
Shaw Festival Theatre stage, 
the characters are far wit-
tier and more colourfully 
costumed than most family 
members discoursing on the 
same subject, but the scenario 
is similar.

It takes place on the morn-
ing of Cecil (Cameron Grant) 
and Edith’s (Katherine Gauth-
ier) wedding, although we 
don’t meet them until later in 
the play.

William Collins (Damien 
Atkins), the grocer, has ar-
rived to help with the food 
for the impending nuptials, 
and so begins the discussion 
with Edith’s mother, Alice 
Bridgenorth (Chick Reid). 

One by one family mem-
bers and friends are intro-

duced, revealing both the 
bride and groom have devel-
oped cold feet, each for differ-
ent reasons.

Sides are taken, lines 
drawn, and eventually it’s de-
cided a contract is required to 
deal with their concerns and 
the many issues that plague 
such unions. However, with 
such a diversity of opinions 
of what the contract should 
include, there isn’t much help 
for the couple, who must de-
cide if they can overcome 
their fears.

Complicating the conver-
sation but also lightening the 
subject matter are General 
Bridgenorth (Martin Hap-
per) who wants nothing more 
than to be married, and has 
proposed numerous times to 
Lesbia Grantham (Claire Jul-
lien). The answer is always the 
same — she wants nothing 
less than a smelly, demand-
ing man who will destroy her 
freedom. She wouldn’t mind 
children, but has no interest in 
being a wife.

Then there’s Leo 
Bridgenorth (Monice Peter), 
who likes her husband Reg-
inald (Steven Sutcliffe) well 
enough, but wants to divorce 
him for another, St. John 
Hotchkiss (Ben Sanders). 
She’d keep them both if she 
could, but since she can’t, Reg-
inald is going along with her 
accusations of abuse to help 
her end their marriage, not an 
easy task under British law.

Alfred Bridgenorth 

(Graeme Somerville) is the 
Bishop, as well as the bride’s 
father, and wants the wedding 
to proceed. It’s his idea to have 
a contract written up to calm 
the waters, but all does not go 
according to plan.

The second act introduces 
Mrs. George Collins (Marla 
McLean), who further mud-
dies the debate, as characters 
pair up to continue the search 
for a solution for the young 
couple.

Reverend Oliver Crom-
well Soames (Andrew Law-
rie), has some of the funniest 
lines as the person charged 
with crafting the impossible 
contract.

Trying to follow the two-
hour debate, without much 
in the way of distraction oth-
er than a wedding cake in 
the hands of a clumsy grocer, 
colourful 1950s-era costumes 
and an abundance of clever 
one-liners, might not be ev-
eryone’s cup of tea.

But Shaw has created 12 
interesting characters to offer 
up the lively discourse, and 
director Tanja Jacobs moves 
it along at a pace that keeps it 
spirited and entertaining.

Round and round the 
discussion goes, and where it 
stops nobody knows, because 
the conclusion is always the 
same — are the alternatives 
much better?

Getting Married is onstage 
at the Royal George Theatre 
until Oct. 13. For more infor-
mation visit shawfest.com.

Penny Coles
The Local

�e trusted voice of our community.
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to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Feature your business in our

The full page is 
made up of a 

HALF PAGE AD 
and 

HALF PAGE ARTICLE 
Article word count: 450-500

Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h
Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact

Karen at 905•641•5335   
at karen@notllocal.com
Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 905•934•1040
at julia@notllocal.com
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm
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Latino jazz great Hilario Duran promises a musical journey

Hilario Duran will perform at St. Mark’s Sunday. (Photo supplied)

Pavel Sporcl will be at the NOTL Public Library Friday, and performing at St. Mark’s Saturday. (Photo supplied)

Hilario Duran is recog-
nized internationally as a great 
musician, pianist, composer 
and arranger of Latin jazz. 

He has received many 
accolades in Canada and the 
U.S., including a Juno Award, 
multiple Grammy nomina-
tions, the prestigious Chico 
O’Farrill Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award in Miami, the 
Louis Applebaum Compos-
ers Award, Musician of the 
Year, and many more.

He has been called one 
of the top 10 most influen-
tial Hispanic Canadians in 
Canada, and one of the con-
temporary Cuban pianists 
that moved jazz into the 21st 
century.

I asked Duran what 
shaped his early fascination 
with music: 

“Music always touched 
me, since I was a little kid. In 
Cuba my grandfather had a 
huge collection of old record-
ings, vinyl, all kinds of music, 
from classical to jazz.  Music 
was played in my home, we 
always loved music, was in-
fluenced by that. As a child 
I spent hours playing piano 
and making melody…didn’t 
want to play baseball like oth-
er kids. My mom had to lock 
the piano and hide the key…
after that they put me with 
teachers to teach me to learn 
properly.”

Tell me about Afro Cu-
ban music:

“We call it Cuban music 
that has its roots in music 
from Africa because Cuban 
music is of Spain and also in-
fluenced by Africa. It is also 
influenced by classical music 
from France. A lot of people 
from French islands came to 
Cuba at the end of the 18th 
century. They brought a style 
of music from Europe. The 
music of Spain was already 
on the island. African music 
came from slaves working in 
the fields. Three styles of mu-
sic developed Cuban music 
in the 20th century:  Spanish, 
French and African, which is 
why they call it Afro-Cuban 

music. It is more jazzy.”
Who is joining you on 

the stage?  
“I finished touring Europe 

a month and a half ago (with 
a quartet) and we’re going 
to play with a great Cuban 
singer based in Toronto…
we’re going to mix up tradi-
tional Cuban music and Latin 
American music.”

 Don’t miss the chance to 
take a musical trip through 
Cuban history Sunday, Aug. 
4, 7 p.m. at St. Mark’s Church, 
led by one of the greatest Lati-
no musicians in the world. 
Mojitos and appetizers will be 
available for purchase.

Saturday, Aug. 3, at St. 
Mark’s at 7 p.m., top selling 
artist/violinist Pavel Sporcl 
will perform. He has gained 
tremendous recognition in-
ternationally, not only for his 
talent, but also for his unique 
and unorthodox stage pres-
ence. He is known as the 
most distinctive member of 
a young generation of great 
Czech violinists, and for his 

signature blue violin. Sporcl 
will perform unaccompa-
nied in a concert entitled 
Gypsy Fire, to allow the 
beauty of his unique violin 

— the way he plays it — to fill 
the room. Sporcl is the only 
Czech violinist profiled in 
a book by world-renowned 
music critic and historian, 

Henry Roth entitled Violin 
Virtuosos:  From Paganini to 
the 21st Century. 

The day before his con-
cert, Friday, Aug. 2, Spor-

cl will share his passion for 
Czech music in an entertain-
ing multimedia presentation 
in the NOTL Public Library, 
beginning at 11 a.m.

Nancy Smith
Special to The Local

St. Mark’s Anglican Church celebrated Sunday with a family picnic and a little music af-
ter the morning service, with Rev. William Roberts conducting the band. (Fred Mercnik)

Church picnic
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Niagara resident Jayden Polgrabia bravely holds a parrot in Simcoe Park, with help from 
trainer Seth Falk at Saturday’s Jazz in the Park event of the TD Niagara Jazz Festival. (Pho-
tos by Fred Mercnik) Alex Pangman wows the crowd with her original music at Jazz in the Park Saturday.

Dancers Shonesee Devereux and Blake Perry from Lindy Hop demonstrate a perfect swing 
dance move in Simcoe Park Saturday. Devereux teaches swing dance at Lindy Hop. 
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Jazz in the Park

Celebrate your happy moments with the

advertise in our  

Contact: anna@notllocal.com
Pricing starts at $20. Deadline: Mondays at 3 p.m.

I should have had this done before but fell and broke 
my right hip bone and ended up in the hospital and 
convalescent care in Pleasant Manor for two and a half 
months without access to a computer. So now I’m back 
in action and trying to catch up on my late happenings.
Well, the birthday was a success!  Not only was it an 
honor to make 90 but to have all my family present.  My 
two brothers and their wives came from Saskatchewan, 
Don, Donna from Tisdale, Dave and Geraldine from 
Nipawin. My sisters Dorothy from Aylsham, SK.  Marti 
from Calgary, AB, and Marge from Winnipeg, MB. 
Brother Frank and wife Mina from Elliott Lake, ON 
and their two sons and daughter and their families.
There were 65 people for a sit down dinner from 12 – 2 
with cake and coffee from 2 – 4 p.m. for well wishers. 
The meal consisted of pork roast, potatoes in a sauce, 
bean, carrot, macaroni dishes, string beans, salad & 
buns. Wine for Toasting and carrot cake and ice cream 
to top it all off. All prepared by my son-in-law Paul and 
his daughter Theresa. An excellent meal, people are still 
commenting how good it was two months later. My 
daughter Deborah and her daughters decorated. My 
son John Patrick was Go-For for me and Host. My son 
William was the Master of Ceremonies with Live Mike 
and soft music. Also with us in Spirit would be my wife 
Evelyn and daughter Mary. 
Table Settings:
#1 Deborah, Patrick, Celia, Theresa, Paul, Father Ron 
the Assistant Parish Priest who said Grace.

#2  William, Lynn, Tim his wife Pauline and Daughters, 
Dale his wife Nadene and daughters, Beth from  
Elliot Lake.
#3 Myself, Frank, Mina, Don, Donna, Dave, Geraldine 
and Dorothy.
#4 Grand-Kids, Marie with husband Travis and great-
grandson Jamieson, Michelle and Brad, Chelsea and 
Christopher, Melinda and Ben.
#5 Elyssa and Darren with great-grandson Noah, 
Madison from Whistler BC, Emily and John, Ryan, 
Thomas Christopher.
#6, 7 & 8  Neighbours, friends from the Knights, 
Legion, Lions, Church and Euchre Clubs, many people 
in their 80’s and 90’s at this table.
I think everyone had a good time, it was an enjoyable 
day for me, and it is not every day you make 90. It was 
worth that long time waiting and with all the family it 
was extra special. Some special moments in life were 
getting married, first child born, kids getting married, 
grand-kids arriving and now great-grand kids. I learned 
to swim at 87 and fly a small airplane by myself at 88. 
Oh yes, Christmas, Thanksgiving, Easter with family, 
but this was a special day and I thank you all for coming 
with God’s Blessings. The family went to the hotel and 
celebrated. I now have a small apartment in Pleasant 
Manor Retirement Home and enjoying the best of 
everything. 

John Dobson

Thanking my family & friends for celebrating my 
90th Birthday with me on April 27, 2019

Thanking my family & friends for celebrating my 
90th Birthday with me on April 27, 2019

Friends & Family 
are invited to an 
 Open House

Sat. August 10, 2019 
from 2 – 6 p.m. at the 
Queenston Firehall

 5 Dumfries St., 
Queenston, Ont.

Best Wishes Only Please!

Happy 60th

Wedding Anniversary

Liz & Jake Redikop
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Youth learn to sail at local club
Despite the high water 

levels this summer, it’s pretty 
much business as usual for the 
CANSail program at the Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake Sailing Club.

Almost 30 youth, aged 
nine to 16, are currently taking 
part in the six different levels 
of the program, administered 
by Sail Canada, the country’s 
national sailing authority. 

With water still covering 
the floor on the main level of 
the club building, the in-class 
sessions are being held up-
stairs. It’s made for a bit of a 
challenge, with all 30 students 
in three different groupings in 
one big room, but the five in-
structors are adapting. 

Emily Warren and Josh 
Kairo lead the CANSail 
1/2 group in a lesson about 
clouds. Their young charges 
are at the earliest stages of 
their progression as sailors. 
CANSail 1 teaches them the 
fundamental skills, includ-
ing basic sheeting, steering, 
and boat handling. They then 
move on to CANSail 2, where 
they learn to adjust their bod-
ies and boats for changes in 
direction and wind speed, 
and to perform boat-han-
dling manoeuvres in a con-
trolled setting.

Donna Genge, who over-

sees the CANSail program, is 
always amazed at how quickly 
the kids catch on. “This sum-
mer,” she says, “by the second 
day, they were sailing down 
the channel between other 
boats that were docked, and 
doing it with confidence.” 

CANSail 3 is the interme-
diate course. This level expos-
es sailors to a greater variety 
of conditions, while teaching 
them to integrate boat han-
dling manoeuvres and balance 
with basic tactics.  In CANSail 
4, advanced sailing, sailors 
learn advanced boat handling 
manoeuvres in a variety of 
conditions, with a focus on 
tactics and strategies for regat-

tas. These two levels are being 
taught by Andy Berti and Al-
exandre Brillon this summer. 

Like these four instruc-
tors, Levi Harper has also 
progressed through the pro-
gram right here in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Harper, who teaches the 
CANSail 5/6 group, says he 
started sailing when he was 
six years old. Now 23, the 
Parliament Oak grad, who is 
finishing up his last course at 
Brock in the Recreation and 
Leisure program, is the elder 
statesman among the group.

The higher level classes 
focus on integrating the skills 
and manoeuvres learned in 

the earlier sessions into a rac-
ing setting. The nine students 
in Harper’s class this summer 
learn more about the fine 
points of sailing, including rig 
tuning and sail trim. In addi-
tion, students at these levels 
are expected to compete in re-
gattas as part of the program.  

On the day The Local 
visited, Harper was leading 
them through a lesson on 
sailing in windy and choppy 
conditions. This admitted 
landlubber grew a bit glassy-
eyed listening to talk about 
planing, surfing, broad reach 
angles, beam reaches, bear 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Youth in six different levels of sailing lessons take to the water with instructors from the 
NOTL Sailing Club. (Mike Balsom)

Sunday, August 4

www.ccchurch.ca

Message: 
Trevor Seath

Kids Programming  
Grade 8 & under

Sunday Worship 
at 10am at 434 Hunter Rd.

Offices at 
1570 Niagara Stone Rd.

ST. DAVIDS- 
QUEENSTON

UNITED CHURCH
1453 York Road, St. Davids

905-262-5242
stdavids-queenstonuc.ca
Minister: Rev. Rick Hawley
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am

Come and 
celebrate God’s 
love for us all anna@notllocal.com

To advertise 
your 

WORSHIP 
SERVICES
in this section, 
please contact: 

LOCAL WORSHIPLOCAL WORSHIP
PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT 
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour  
graphics optional. Include your Logo!

Prices starting at $20.  
Deadline:  Monday 3 p.m.  

Call Anna 905-932-2518 or 
email: anna@notllocal.com

AA MEETING 
every 

Wednesday evening, 
at 8 p.m. to 

9 p.m. 
at 

St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Visit us online at: 

www.notllocal.com

To advertise your event in 

LOCAL 
HAPPENINGS

Contact 
anna@notllocal.com

LOCAL HAPPENINGSLOCAL HAPPENINGS

FIRST ONTARIO PERFORMING
ARTS CENTRE

The Foster Festival presents  
BESIDE MYSELF - a musical

July 31 to August 17
www.FirstOntarioPAC.ca

JANE AUSTEN TEA PARTY: 
MANSFIELD PARK

August 1 @ 7 - 8 p.m.

Join the Friends of Fort George for a social evening, 
celebrating Jane Austen’s novel, Northanger Abbey 
at Navy Hall.  Tea and treats, music, games and 
more!  Space is limited, call 905-468-6621, or email  
admin@friendsoffortgeorge.ca to register. $20/person.

14TH ANNUAL – ART AT 
THE PUMPHOUSE & 25TH 

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION!
August 3 & 4 @ 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

A juried, original art show and sale with 60 
professional artists from across Ontario.  Paintings, 
photography, sculpture, jewellery and more.  247 
Ricardo Street. 

On AUGUST 4th we will also be celebrating  
our 25th Anniversary from 3 - 5 p.m.

THE PAST IS PRESENT 
HERITAGE FESTIVAL

August 5 @ 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Join the Museum’s staff on the front lawn for a 
“treasurers” sale, historic demonstrations, heritage 
activities, food, live music and more!  Free admission.

ART FOR ANIMALS
August 10 @ 2 - 3 p.m.

Can art make you a kinder and more compassionate 
person? That is certainly what many working to  
make the world a better place for animals in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries believed! The works 
of Edwin Landseer, Rosa Bonheur, and Harrison  
Weir (among others) were frequently used by those 
working in animal advocacy because it was thought  
that pictures by these famous artists could help to  
convey the importance of rethinking dominant ways 
of coexisting with other animals. In the 21st century 
we are facing increasingly fraught relationships 
with the nonhuman world – what kinds of insights 
and inspiration can we gain from this history of  
art? Riverbrink Art Museum, $10 members/$15 non-
members. To register, please call the museum at  
905-262-4510 or contact:  sdelazzer@riverbrink.org.

The Niagara Thunderhawks tyke team had a great showing this past weekend in zone playoff action in Burlington. 
Missing a few key players in the first game Saturday, Niagara was humbled by a strong Pelham Raiders team by a 
score of 11-1. They bounced back in a must-win game against the Hamilton Bengals with a score of 11-4. The com-
plete team effort earned the Thunderhawks a spot in the C championship final for Zone 9 against Pelham on Sunday. 
Pelham got off to a strong start, taking leads of 5-0 and 6-1 before the Thunderhawks battled back to a one-goal deficit 
at a score of 8-7. They weren’t able to complete the comeback, falling by a final score of 10-8. The Thunderhawks 
will look to build off their strong effort next week as they compete in the Ontario Lacrosse Association Provincial C 
Championships in Whitby. (Photo supplied)

Tykes show strength in defeat
Continued on page 19
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

SUDOKU PUZZLE

May the peace that comes  
from the memories of a love  

shared, comfort you. 
            Remember them with  
                   a Loving Tribute.

Contact: anna@notllocal.com or call 905-932-2518

IN MEMORIAN

WANTEDHELP WANTED

Seeger Farms Ltd. is looking to fill full-time 
positions from Feb-Sept 2020, for our Niagara-
on-the-Lake vineyards. Applicants must be 
willing to work a minimum of 40 hours per week, 
including weekends if necessary, in all weather 
conditions at $14/hour. Duties include pruning, 
tying, hoeing, replanting, suckering and thinning. 
No education or work experience required, but 
would be an asset. Own transportation required. 
Please send resume to Seeger Farms Ltd., 
15570 Niagara Parkway, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
ON L0S 1J0. Only applicants to be interviewed 
will be contacted. 

WANTED
1 Bdrm Apt. 
Sept.-Apr. 
(flexible) 

NOTL or Virgil. 
Mature lady. 

Parking needed. 
$1,500 

647-528-0196

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Visit us online at: 

www.notllocal.comClassified deadline:  
Mondays at 3 p.m.

Contact: 
anna@notllocal.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Across: 
1	 Turnpike exit
5	 Reverential
9	 Frown
14	 60% of us live here
15	 Of sound judgment
16	 Carried
17	 Former CIA director  
	 Porter ---
18	 Electrical devices
20	 Goals
21	 Central
22	 Reactor safety overseer:  
	 Abbr.
23	 Crimson
25	 Shuns
29	 Kvetch
30	 Hot air
31	 Street guide
32	 Severe
34	 Spark generator
35	 Scotch companion
36	 Perfectly
37	 Take pictures
38	 Egyptian solar deity
39	 Legs it
40	 Throw
41	 Corrosive chemicals
42	 Since
43	 Canter

44	 Surrealist Jean ---
45	 Short musical passages
47	 Dearths
50	 Rider Haggard romance
51	 Clash
52	 Narrow road
53	 The Queen City
57	 Otherwise
58	 Oil well firefighter Red ---
59	 Terrible Russian leader
60	 Morose
61	 Specifically
62	 Fencing stake
63	 Storm centers

Down:
1	 Fumed
2	 Together
3	 Minor crime
4	 Travel documents
5	 Get up
6	 Rubbed off
7	 Spot
8	 Destructive computer key
9	 Stiffener
10 	 Shell which can be blown
11	 How some stocks are  
	 traded (Abbr.)
12	 The --- small hours

13	 S L C church
19	 One way to preserve food
24	 Scurried
25	 Poet whose work led to  
	 “Cats”
26	 Passionately
27	 Walked knee-deep through  
	 water
28	 Crosses
30	 Fillip
32	 Bag supporter
33	 Knotty
34	 Total confusion
35	 Blasphemy
37	 Filter out
41	 Ambition
43	 Collarless short-sleeved top
44	 Devil dog
46	 Computer information  
	 exchange code
47	 Deadly
48	 Follow
49	 Appears
51	 Programming language
53	 Twin-hulled vessel (Abbr.)
54	 Statement of agreement  
	 at the altar
55	 Rural negative
56	 Small drink Across: 1 Ramp, 5 Awed, 9 Scowl, 14 Asia, 15 Wise,  

16 Toted, 17 Goss, 18 Appliances, 20 Ends, 21 Key,  
22 N R C, 23 Deep red, 25 Eschews, 29 Moan, 30 Blah, 
31 Map, 32 Stern, 34 Coil, 35 Soda, 36 To a T, 37 Shoot, 
38 Aten, 39 Runs, 40 Cast, 41 Acids, 42 Ago, 43 Trot,  
44 Miro, 45 Phrases, 47 Famines, 50 She, 51 Jar, 52 
Lane, 53 Cincinnati, 57 Else, 58 Adair, 59 Ivan, 60 Glum, 
61 To wit, 62 Pale, 63 Eyes. 

Down: 1 Raged, 2 As one, 3 Misdemeanor, 4 Passports, 
5 Awaken, 6 Wiped, 7 Espy, 8 Del, 9 Starch, 10 Conch, 
11 O T C, 12 Wee, 13 L-D S, 19 In salt, 24 Ran, 25 Eliot, 
26 Emotionally, 27 Waded, 28 Spans, 30 Boost,  
32 Strap, 33 Tough, 34 Chaos, 35 Sacrilege, 37 Screen, 
41 Aim, 43 T-shirt, 44 Marine, 46 A S C I I, 47 Fatal,  
48 Ensue, 49 Seems, 51 Java, 53 Cat, 54 I do, 55 Naw, 
56 Nip. 

Niagara’s Premier Affordable Funeral Alternative

Compassionate Service 
for Considerably Less

Typical Savings of 30-50% 
Vs. Traditional Service Providers
 Memorial Service   Traditional Funeral 

 Graveside Service   Immediate Cremation    Celebration Of Life
Serving the entire Niagara Region

1-52 Scott Street West, St. Catharines
(between Ontario Street & South Service Road)

info@CCBSCares.ca  •  289-362-1144  •  CCBSCares.ca

Holly  
Prince-Jensen

Licenced 
Funeral Director

Bruce Keating 
McClelland

Licenced 
Funeral Director
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High water inconvenient but lessons go ahead
away sets, jibe sets and vec-
tors. It was all over my head, 
but the students in the class 
answered questions and of-
fered opinions, clearly knowl-
edgeable about all these terms 
at this stage in their develop-
ment.  

Once the on-land session 
was over, the nine sailors 
split up into four pairs, who 
busily readied their assigned 
420’s (4.2 metre long dinghies 
rigged with a spinnaker and a 
trapeze). Samantha Boulton, 
meanwhile, volunteered to go 
solo on a Shark, a boat whose 
design was created in NOTL 
by George Hinterhoeller. 

Watching them all work 
together to rig up their boats 
was impressive. For the most 
part, they did so independent-
ly of Harper, who would step 
in with a few quick reminders 
about some simple adjust-
ments. And when necessary, 
mostly-friendly advice was of-
fered from each other as well.

As they began to navigate 
out the channel, I was able to 
tag along with Harper on his 
coach boat. 

The on-water sessions 
are chances to practise what 
is learned each day in class. 
Harper explained some of 
the students in his group 
would have been competing 
last weekend in the Can Am 
Challenge, a friendly regatta in 
Youngstown, NY. As well, they 
will all be taking part in a re-
gatta this coming weekend in 
Port Credit. To that end, Mon-
day’s on-water session would 
also involve practising tactics 
around the mark, as well as 
three-minute repeat starts.  

As today’s in-class session 
focussed on windy, choppy 
conditions, it was a bit dis-
appointing that the river was 
too calm to apply what was 
learned in the lesson.

It was quickly clear these 

sailors were very confident in 
their abilities. Once out in open 
water, Harper dropped some 
marks for the sailors to practise 
turning around. It was amaz-
ing to watch each pair work 
together to swing their crafts 
around the buoy. Some had to 
be reminded to plan their ap-
proaches, but for the most part, 
to my untrained eye, they han-
dled the turns expertly.

Communication, as you 
might imagine, is extremely im-
portant in a two-person sailboat. 
A couple of the pairs did well on 
this aspect. But, as Harper ex-
plained, it was pretty quiet out on 
the water this day, and he much 
prefers to hear a lot more talking 
in these 90-minute to two-hour 
sessions. 

Harper blew a whistle, and 
the five boats gathered togeth-
er to practise starts. This was 
saved for the final 15 to 20 min-

utes of the practice, and it was a 
good thing. 

To practise the starts, Harp-
er wanted the boats to come 
to a stop. He grew a little frus-
trated, as it seemed each of the 
five boats was doing something 
different.

He explained the calm con-
ditions today, especially in light 
of the anticipation of a windier 
day, may have caused the group 
to lose a bit of their focus near 
the end of the session. 

We head back toward the 
sailing club for lunch, and we 
see the sailors from the other 
two groups heading in as well.  
Harper remarks he hears a lot of 
talking at this point, and it seems 
to bring a smile to his face. 

The group heads in for 
lunch, then will begin the af-
ternoon with another in-class 
session, followed by another 
chance to practise what they 

learn on the water. 
As Genge says, the youth 

program is great, and the num-
bers this year are strong, despite 
the challenges the high water 
levels have posed.

The students in the CAN-
Sail 1 to 4 groups will continue 
until Aug. 23, while the CAN-
Sail 5 and 6 sessions wrap up 
Aug. 9. The Adult Beginner 
program, running Tuesday and 

Thursday evenings, is getting 
set to start on Aug 6. Informa-
tion about the program and 
registration can be found at 
niagaraonthelakesailingclub.
com.

Continued from page 17

• Experienced Professional Driver
• Airports and Out of Town

• Theatre, Shopping, Dining, Wine Tours
• Competitive Rates

Phone: 1.365.880.1847
NOTL Resident

TRIPS AND RIDES
289-690-3899
NOTLcarservice@

gmail.com

Airports, Wine Tours, 
Functions etc.

Based in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

NIAGARA PRIVATE CAR SERVICE
- tires
- brakes
- oil changes
- exhaust
- suspension

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

CAUGHILL AUTO
256 EAST WEST LINE, VIRGIL 

905-934-1941

Revel Realty Inc. Brokerage
905-357-1700 (office)

Your Neighbour
Andrew Perrie
Sales Representative

905-380-6702 (cell) andrew@revelrealty.ca

Attention to detail with 
the customer in mind

Painting by Steve

office: 289-723-6498 or cell: 905-630-7630
paintedbysteve@gmail.com

• Over 20 Years Experience
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Drywall Repairs
• Low Rates, Fully Insured

Call today for your FREE estimate!

To advertise 
your company in

LOCAL 
BUSINESS

Contact: 
anna@notllocal.com 

or 905.932.2518

LOCAL BUSINESSLOCAL BUSINESS

Samantha Boulton sails a Shark, a boat whose design was created in NOTL by George Hinterhoeller. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Benjamin Zalepa, Jerry Dick, Max Hozack, Patrick Boulton, Samantha Boulton, Gioia De 
Leonardis, Dylan Rouleau, Maddison Maclean, Levi Harper and Max Kramer were part of 
the group Mike Balsom observed Monday.
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