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Kaiser hopes to paint Niagara Falls riding red
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s 

Andrea Kaiser has won the 
opportunity to represent the 
Liberal Party in the Niagara 
Falls riding in the upcoming 
federal election. 

At a nomination meeting 
held Monday night at the Roy-
al Canadian Legion in Niaga-
ra Falls, 361 registered party 

members cast their vote. Kai-
ser came out the winner over 
long-time Niagara Falls city 
councillor Joyce Morocco. 

Kaiser, who served on Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake council from 
2003 until 2014, was both elated 
and overwhelmed to hear her 
name called after the two-hour 
voting session wrapped up. She 
admitted she felt the whole ex-
perience had been quite surreal 
up to that moment. 

Since throwing her name 
into the race last month, she 
says she has been working 
hard to gather support from 
the community, and it paid 
off Monday night. 

With the riding encom-
passing Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
Fort Erie, and Niagara Falls, 
Kaiser knew she would need 
to mobilize her supporters in 
the party to get out and cast 
their vote for her. 

And with a quick glance 
around the room, it was 
clear that was the case. Many 
prominent members of the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake com-
munity could easily be rec-
ognized within the room.  A 
large contingent from the 
grape and wine industry were 
there to show their support.

“I think they’re excited, 
regardless of party, to see 
somebody that understands 

the industry, because when 
you are in Ottawa trying to 
communicate the needs of 
the riding, you do have that 
experience and understand-
ing, and I think that’s why you 
may have seen some people 
who may not have normally 
been Liberal, but who were 
happy to support that local 
voice,” said Kaiser.  

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

How can 
you resist?

Six years ago Morgan, 11, 
and Spencer Mitchell, 6, had 
a babysitter who was a vol-
unteer at Red Roof Retreat. 
She took Morgan there over 
the summer, and explained 
what happened there and 
why it was needed.  She also 
told him Red Roof relied on 
donations to operate. Morgan 
wanted to help, says his dad 
Michael, and chose the day of 
the Peach Celebration to sell 
lemonade from the driveway 
of their Gate Street home. He 
and his brother have been 
doing it ever since, and three 
years ago asked their fami-
ly friend, Kevan O’Connor, if 
they set up their stand outside 
his house on Queen Street. 
He and his wife Lynn have 
been strong Red Roof sup-
porters, and since O’Connor 
passed away, Lynn has still 
graciously allowed them to 
come back every year, says 
Michael. Over the past six 
years, they have raised al-
most $10,000. (Fred Mercnik)

Continued on page 8 Andrea Kaiser
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Ford comes to Niagara to talk infrastructure, amalgamation

Niagara West Conservative MPP Sam Oosterhoff stands by Premier Doug Ford in Beamer’s Hardware Store in Fonthill. Ford 
was there to announce funding for transit projects in Niagara Region, and also talked about amalgamation. (Dave Burket)

When Ontario Premier 
Doug Ford made a quick 
stop in Niagara last Thurs-
day to talk about money for 
infrastructure, he couldn’t 
escape without questions 
about amalgamation, call-
ing the number of politi-
cians in Niagara “almost 
comical.”

Ford was at Beamer’s 
Hardware Store in Fonthill 
to announce that Pelham is 
the recipient of a $1.67 mil-
lion provincial grant toward 
a nearly $8 million recon-
struction of Pelham Street, 
one of 24 transit projects 
totalling almost $74 mil-
lion planned for the Niag-
ara Region, mainly in St. 
Catharines, Niagara Falls, 
Welland and Fort Erie.

Beamer’s Hardware 
owners Lloyd Beamer and 
his wife, Shirley, longtime 
Conservatives, were pleased 
to host Ford at their store, 
saying that a call had come 
earlier in the week from Ni-
agara West MPP Sam Oos-
terhoff, asking whether they 
were interested.

A few customers paid 
for items, seemingly oblivi-
ous to the growing number 
of television cameras being 
mounted on tripods, tucked 
behind a black velvet rope 

on the far side of the cash 
register.

“We ask that you stay on 
this side of the rope,” one 
of Ford’s communications 
staff told reporters as they 
arrived. 

Shortly before Ford’s 
arrival, the front door was 
locked and a serious look-
ing OPP plainclothes officer 
in suit and tie, standing near 
a stack of water softener salt, 
turned even more serious.

Entering from the back 
door, Ford, accompanied 
by Oosterhoff, strode past 
tubes of caulk, spray bottles 
of insecticide, and tiny tubes 
of Krazy Glue, to reach an 
acrylic lectern featuring a 
sign in Tory blue reading, 
“FOR THE PEOPLE.”

According to a Ford 
spokesperson, Fonthill was 
one of five stops that the 
Premier made on his swing 
through Niagara, ending 
with a $1000-dollar-a-plate 
Progressive Conservative 
fundraiser at a Beamsville 
winery, where he was greet-
ed by protesters upset over 
the government’s planned 
changes in funding for those 
with autism.

Two protesters were also 
in Fonthill, and a third ar-
rived after Ford’s departure. 
As the Premier spoke inside 
Beamer’s, Katherine Hunt 
and Joe Serianni, whose 
three-year-old son is autis-

tic, stood on the sidewalk, 
holding signs and earning 
the occasional toot of sup-
port from passing motor-
ists.

Inside, a handful of tele-
vision crews recorded the 
proceedings, and three or 
four print reporters scrib-
bled away. The event was 
closed to the public.

Asked by the Voice 
whether his recent flagging 
poll numbers had led him 
to rethink his government’s 

proposal to bring some 
form of municipal amal-
gamation to Niagara, Ford 
scoffed.

“Well, that’s the Toronto 
Star’s numbers,” said Ford. 
“I don’t believe the Toron-
to Star readership polls. I 
believe the ones at election 
time.”

Amalgamation, he said, 
was still on the table.

“[Municipal Affairs and 
Housing Minister Steve 
Clark] will be rolling that 
out over the next little while, 
and he’ll be able to speak to 
that. But let me speak to the 
people in the Niagara Re-
gion.”

Here Ford turned to 
Oosterhoff to confirm the 
number of office holders for 
Niagara’s 400,000-odd resi-
dents. Oosterhoff told him 
that it was 136.

“A hundred and thir-
ty-six,” repeated Ford. “It’s 
almost comical. A hundred 
and thirty-six politicians 
for four hundred thousand 
people. Something’s wrong. 
That’s just wasting taxpay-
ers’ money. But I have all the 
confidence in the world in 
Minister Clark to straighten 

out any of those issues, and 
make sure we respect the 
taxpayers, and run a leaner 
and more efficient govern-
ment.”

Asked whether he would 
have any input himself, Ford 
said that, “like any decision 
we make,” the matter would 
go to caucus, to local rep-
resentatives, to the people, 
and to cabinet.

“The most important 
people to us are the stake-
holders, the people. The 
people make the decision. 
I can assure you  — you go 
door-knocking and you tell 
the locals that they have a 
hundred and thirty-six poli-
ticians and that’s where their 
tax dollars are going—I’ve 
heard it, they aren’t too hap-
py about that.”

Also asked about fund-
ing for the Canada Summer 
Games in 2021, being held 
in Niagara, Ford wouldn’t 
reveal anything definite, but 
said there would be good 
news announced soon. 

With a concluding smile, 
Ford turned and headed 
back past the adhesives and 
insect killers to depart the 
way he had arrived.

Oosterhoff made a point 
of going out to the sidewalk 
to speak briefly with the pair 
of autism protesters who 
had remained throughout.

Serianni, who came from 
Welland to protest cuts for 
children with autism, said 
his major concern “is the 
current funding that was 
rolled out this year — not 
one family has received any 
funding that is on the wait 
list, and I do not understand 
why it takes so long for the 
government to release these 
funds they talk about.”

Serianni said his son was 
recommended to receive 10 
to 15 hours a week of ther-
apy, while the family can 
only afford three hours out 
of pocket. 

Inside, as the TV crews 
silently packed their gear, at 
the register, two sales were 
chalked up to security staff 
— one cellphone charger, 
and one jug of deck wash. 

The previously serious 
looking OPP officer was 
now all smiles as he held up 
the deck wash.

“This is gonna be my 
weekend,” he said, heading 
out the front door.

Dave Burket
Niagara Independent 

Newspaper Association

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca

REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

Walk, cycle, drive to Psychotherapy 
in the Old Town. Free Parking.

Linda Attoe, RP
905•468•0046 | www.lindaattoe.com

Serving the Niagara Region since 2005
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Harvest Barn and Ran-
court Estate Winery are in 
new hands — but still local 
hands — with little expected 
to change at the popular fruit 
and vegetable market.

Erwin and Dorothy 
Wiens, with partners Steph-
anie and Fabian Reis, the 
grandson of Herbert Konzel-
mann, have sold both opera-
tions to Konzelmann Estate 
Winery, in a transaction that 
has been in the works for sev-
eral weeks.

Erwin, a soon-to-be re-
tired police officer with 
the Hamilton force and a 
grape-grower, will continue 
looking after Rancourt’s 22 
acres of grapes, as he had for 
years. It was his involvement 
with the winery that led to his 
interest in purchasing it — 
that and the desire to keep it 
locally-owned.

“Dorothy really loved what 
she was doing,” says Erwin. 
She was there every day, and 
working with the staff was the 
best part of her job, he says. 
“That was the hardest part 
about selling it. She had a hard 
time telling the employees.”

Although the sale has been 
in the works for awhile, they 

were doing their best to keep it 
quiet for as long as they could 
— it was very important to 
them to be the ones who told 
the staff, rather than having 
them hear it from others, he 
says. “The staff are amazing. 
They are great workers, great 
business people.”

He and Dorothy are so ap-
preciative of the way the town 
and locals rallied around 
them when they purchased it, 
he says. 

That also made it hard to 
sell. “The locals and the staff 
were invested in it.”

Erwin says it was some-
thing he really wanted to try, 
more than Dorothy, as much 
as she enjoyed it. “I love farm-
ing, and I loved the idea of do-
ing this. I put my back into it.”

But they both came to real-
ize it was taking up a lot of time, 
and taking away from other 
priorities, especially family.

“I’ve got better days, more 
days behind me than in front 
of me,” he says. “We had no 
time off. And being on council 
takes an incredible amount of 
time. Something had to give. It 
was not an easy decision.”

He is still working as a po-
lice officer, although this is his 
last year, and through council 
is on a number of boards and 
committees. And Dorothy is 

involved in a number of vol-
unteer efforts and activities 
she enjoys, some of which she 
had to give up to make time 
for Harvest Barn.

Erwin is quick to say he is 
not complaining — they both 
feel very fortunate to have 
so much that is great in their 
lives, including just relaxing on 
the deck of the home they love 
and enjoying life, although 
they haven’t had much time 
for that. He hasn’t had a single 
swim in their backyard pool, 
in what has been a very hot 
summer, he says.

“We live an incredibly 
charmed life,” he says, “and 
this is a very positive story.”

The winery and the farm 
market will be in very good 
hands, and best of all, local. 

“From the beginning we 
wanted it to stay local, and 
that’s what we did. I still want-
ed to farm it, and I still will. I 
think it’s great.” 

He goes on to say his wife 
has aways been “the back-
bone of our family. She’s the 
social planner, the informa-
tion gatherer. We were happy 
before. Now we’re ecstatic.”

Stephanie and Fabian, a 
wine-maker by trade with 
his own brand, will continue 
to manage the property and 
winemaking operations, says 
Jim Reschke, vice-president 
of Konzelmann Vineyards.

And Kevin and Carolyne 
Baum, who have managed 
Harvest Barn for decades, will 

continue to do so.
“We’re definitely keep-

ing it as a farm market,” said 
Reschke, “and we’re keeping 
it running as it has been for 
years. They will continue to 
run it, and they’re going to 
do exactly what they’ve been 
doing. We really just want to 
focus on that — it is a staple in 
the community and we want 
it to stay that way.”

At Rancourt, Fabian will 
continue with his brand, says 
Reschke.

There is still some Ran-
court inventory at the winery, 
but Fabian’s goal is to even-
tually build his Ferox brand, 
and the name of the winery 
will likely change in the future 
to Ferox, Reschke says.

“We will source grapes 
from the property and focus 
on making premium wines.”

“I am both honoured and 
privileged to be able to follow 
in my grandfather’s footsteps, 
says Fabian in an announce-
ment of the sale.

“Winemaking is in my 
blood. The acquisition of 
Rancourt allows me to step 
out on my own and create a 
product that I am proud to 
call my own.”

His grandfather, Herbert 
Konzelmann, agrees. “Ran-
court will share our similar 
values, culture and passion; 
and together we hope to 
leverage our resources and 
build on the strong legacy we 
have developed for Konzel-

mann Estate Winery.”
Rancourt is already rec-

ognized as being an industry 
leader for “complex and ro-
bust red wines,” and already 
offers on-site tastings and 
private winery experiences. 

Konzelmann and the Con-
cession 4 winery are expected 
to remain separate entities, Re-
schke adds, “supporting each 
other wherever we can.”

And although it’s early days, 
and there are no plans to change 
anything at this stage, “it’s my 
personal belief that the wine in-
dustry is becoming more expe-
rience-based, and we could see 
new things happening at Ran-
court. There is nothing definite 
yet but we know this is the way 
of the future.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Konzelmann buys Harvest Barn, Rancourt Winery
Market to continue selling  
fruit and vegetables for locals

Stephanie and Fabien Reis, at Rancourt Winery, will continue to manage the operation and 
make wine, supported by its new owner, Konzelmann Estate Winery.(Photo supplied)
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CAO retires after 37 years on municipal staff
After working for the 

Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
for 37 years, Holly Dowd is re-
tiring.

She has been on leave since 
June, and the announcement 
from the Town comes as no 
surprise.

Dowd sent an email to 
town staff Monday morning 
to advise them of her plans and 
thank them for their support, 
and a letter from Lord Mayor 
Betty Disero was released to 
the public, saying Dowd’s re-
tirement is effective Aug. 19.

An avid golfer, Dowd 
explains her retirement this 
way: “When I’ve been golf-
ing recently, I find myself hit-
ting the ball really hard. I’ve 
had so much on my mind, 
always thinking about work, 
always checking my phone 
and emails, people calling. I 
haven’t been playing well. This 
week, when I was golfing, it 
felt great. I feel great. It was my 
time to retire.”

Her two last games, she 
says, she’s shot an 88 and 89, 
her best scores ever.

Although she looks for-
ward to having more time to 
golf, she admits, “I’m a little 
nervous. I’ve always been a 
workaholic. I haven’t quite fig-
ured out what I’m going to do, 
but I’m hoping to get on the 
board of the golf club (the St. 

It is with much regret that 
I write today to announce the 
retirement of our CAO Hol-
ly Dowd effective August 19, 
2019. Holly has served the 
Corporation and the Town 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake since 
March 1, 1982.

Over the years, Holly 
worked her way up through 
the Corporation, taking 
many courses, and in 2000 
became Town Clerk. Holly 
continued her success and 
was promoted to Director of 
Corporate Services as well as 
continuing her role as Town 
Clerk. During this tenure, 
Holly instituted the Electron-
ic Records System, modern-
izing the Town for the new 
millennium. Holly also insti-
tuted a vote tabulating system 
where ballots are counted by 
machines, overseeing almost 
a dozen municipal elections. 
She has worked with many 
Lord Mayors and their re-
spective Councils over the 
past 37 years.

As part of the require-
ments from the Provincial 
Government, Holly refreshed 
pay equity in the Corporation 
and all job descriptions were 
reviewed and re-evaluated. 

Catharines Golf and Country 
Club), and I’ll do some vol-
unteering. I’ll have more time 
to curl, and I just picked up a 
new bike. I’m getting on with 
the next stage of my life.”

Dowd, 56, says her hus-
band Rob has been retired 
for two years from GM after 
a 37-year career there as well, 
and it was time for her to join 
him. They just celebrated their 
34th wedding anniversary, 
and they both enjoy golfing, 
curling and biking and trav-
elling. She will also have more 
time to spend with her family, 
including three adult children.

Many residents will re-
member Dowd from her years 
in the clerk’s office, where 
there were many opportuni-
ties for interaction with the 
public. She started there in 
1982 as a secretary to the clerk, 
became an assistant, then dep-
uty clerk and secretary to the 
committee of adjustment, and 
took the job of clerk in 2000.

From there, the title of di-
rector of corporate services 
was added to her job descrip-
tion, and then for a year she 
was director of corporate 
services and CAO, a job she 
agreed to take after Milena 
Avramovic left abruptly in 
2016.

It’s unusual in this day and 
age, she’s been told, for some-
one to start at the bottom in 
one department and work 
their way to the top, as she did.

She also streamlined the cri-
teria for Council confidential, 
in-camera sessions in an ef-
fort to be more transparent to 
the public.

Holly represented the 
Town as an active member of 
the Association of Municipal 
Managers, Clerks and Trea-
surers of Ontario (AMCTO), 
sitting on many Committees.

Last term, when Council 
was going through a tumul-
tuous time, Holly Dowd was 
offered and accepted the po-
sition of Chief Administrative 
Officer (CAO). During this 
time, Holly negotiated the 
staff collective agreement in 
an amicable way, raising staff 
morale and bringing forward 
job retention measures. Holly 
was instrumental in bringing 
back stability at a time when 
the Town was losing employ-
ees at a fast rate.

As Lord Mayor, my own 
personal experience with 
Holly Dowd has been one of 
mutual respect. Holly has as-
sisted in putting the Council 
Work Plan together, so the 
public knows what Council 
is working on, including tar-
get dates. Most recently, Holly 
has led staff and Council in 
bringing forward the Official 
Plan for adoption by Town 
Council on August 15th. The 

Dowd had worked closely 
with town clerk Bob Howse, 
before he retired from his job 
with the municipality and suc-
cessfully ran for a position on 
town council. Martin Yamich, 
then director of corporate ser-
vices, added the title of clerk to 
his job after Howse left, until 
then-Lord Mayor Gary Bur-
roughs said since Dowd was 
doing the work of the clerk, 
she should have the title.

Howse was a mentor, says 
Dowd, one she could joke 
with — she says she learned a 
lot from him, but liked to tell 
him she was learning how to 
do things differently. “He was 
old school from a different 
era,” she says with fondness.

When the opportunity of 
taking on the job of CAO was 
offered to her, Dowd said she 
could have turned it down 
and retired on a full pension, 
but she was asked to help out. 
The previous council wanted 
her to look after filling some 
positions on town staff, and to 
bring up staff morale.

“I never wanted the job of 
CAO, but I thought I could 
help out. I did what I was 
asked to do,” says Dowd, “and 
I worked well with council.”

After the election last fall, 
she stayed on to “get the new 
council on board,” she says.

She’s been suffering from fi-
bromyalgia for about 15 years, 
and it has been worse in recent 
months — the stress of the job 

preparation of the Official 
Plan has been a long and ar-
duous task, and Holly’s dedi-
cation has ensured that it will 
actually be completed.

Holly has had a long his-
tory of loyal and effective ser-
vice to the Town and Coun-
cil, as well as many years of 
leadership for the Town’s staff. 
Holly has earned a well-de-
served retirement and our 
thanks.

I would like to wish Hol-
ly well in her retirement. 
She will be missed at Town 
Hall and by many residents 
and businesses in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

of CAO was not helping.
“The pressure is off my 

shoulders now. I had a really 
good night’s sleep last night,” 
she says, once the announce-
ment was public. “I can go on 
the golf course and not have 
to think about the Town. I 
thought I would miss that, but 
now I realize I won’t miss it at 
all. I’m going to miss the staff 
though. I loved the staff. The 
town does not have any idea 
how fortunate it is to have such 
great people, to have the dedi-
cated staff they have. Right 
from the top on down, every-
one has their heart in the right 
place. They take absolute pride 
in the town — and it’s not be-
cause of the beautiful gardens, 
although J.B. (Hopkins) does a 
great job. It’s Hans at the arena, 
the community centre gang, 
the faces you see at the front 
desk. They do everything they 
can to help and they take such 
pride in their jobs. It is a great 
place to work.”

The town has changed in 
her 37 years, says Dowd. “It 
was certainly smaller. At elec-
tion time, I could go down 
the voters list and I would 
recognize the names. I would 
know who had passed away 
and who had moved away. I 
couldn’t do that any more.”

For those who have lived 
in town for a long time, it’s 
lost its small-town feel, yet for 
those who move here, that’s 
what attracts them, she says.

“The people who are 
coming to town now are just 

as passionate about it. This 
is where they have chosen to 
live, to retire or to bring up 
a family. They love it just as 
much.”

The other notable change 
in her time on town staff, says 
Dowd, was evident around 
the table when she met with 
other municipal CAOs from 
Niagara.

“I was one of the first fe-
male clerks in the region. I 
can’t say I was the first, but if 
there were others there weren’t 
many. Milena was the first fe-

male CAO in the region, and 
when I first sat at the CAO ta-
ble I was still the only female.”

There are a lot of women 
taking jobs that used to be 
considered only for the “old 
boys’ club,” she says. While she 
has worked with many great 
men who have been very sup-
portive, she appreciates there 
is more equity for women 
in the municipal workplace. 
“It’s good to see that change, 
to see women taking the top 
jobs and getting paid well for 
them.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Lord Mayor  
Betty Disero

Holly Dowd (Photo supplied)

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
announces Dowd’s retirement

Lord Mayor Betty Disero
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aga@empiretravel.ca.
Empire Travel specializes 

in individual and group trav-
el, including specialty groups 
and destination weddings, 
family travel, river and ocean 
cruising, worldwide tours, 
all-inclusive vacations, Eu-
ropean destinations and cus-
tom itineraries.  

Aga says she loves living 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, the 
small-town feel, the schools, 
and the support she has re-
ceived from the community 
since moving here. 

“I look forward to help-
ing you in your travel plans,” 

Aga Tempelaars-Goik 
moved to St. Davids in Au-
gust, 2017 to get away from 
the big city life, and brought 
her travel business as a con-
sultant and owner of Empire 
Travel with her.

She says her passion for 
travel started after she com-
pleted university and began 
sailing around the world, 
while working at sea with 
Holland America Line cruis-
es. After working as a travel 
consultant for a large compa-
ny for many years, she estab-
lished herself and took over 
Empire Travel in 2017.  With 
more than 12 years of expe-
rience in the travel business 
and many more years spent 
traveling, Aga can help you 
book your trip through Em-
pire Travel, and will give you 
a premium travel experience 
every time.

Why book with Empire 
Travel?

Expert Advice: Each of 
Empire Travel’s agents has 
more than 10 years of travel 
industry experience. They 
know what travel products 
get the best reviews and 
which travel experiences and 
companies will best match 
your needs. The agents are 
trained to take a critical look 
at each piece of your travel 
itinerary to guarantee a seam-
less and stress-free vacation.

Personal Concierge Ser-
vice: Your trip will be tai-
lored to your needs and in-
terests. Empire Travel agents 
will meet with you and work 
with you until they achieve 
the perfect itinerary. They 
are available during and after 
your vacation in case there 
are any concerns, and will 
answer any questions you 
may have.

Convenience and time 
savings: You can surf the 
internet all night long, get-
ting lost amongst thousands 
of options. In most cases, 
Empire Travel agents have 

access to information about 
rates and destinations that 
the average consumer might 
not. They can save you time 
and money. 

Trust: All Empire Trav-
el agents abide by a code of 
ethics that is governed by 
the Travel Industry Board of 
Ontario (TICO) and the As-
sociation of Canadian Travel 
Agents (ACTA). 

Virtuoso: Empire Travel 
has been granted access to 
Virtuoso, which is the indus-
try leader in Luxury Travel. 
Virtuoso members have ac-
cess to powerful networking 

events, connecting them to 
properties and itineraries 
around the world. Some of 
the perks for being a mem-
ber include on-board credits 
on cruises, free breakfast and 
dinners at hotels, and even 
free tours, just to name a few.

Meet Aga at her free Trav-
el Expo event Sept. 5, from 
3:30 to 8 p.m. at the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake community 
centre, 14 Anderson Lane. 
The travel expo will include a 
trade show, and mini presen-
tations from travel partners, 
and also giveaways! Please 
RSVP to 905-580-2204 or 

she adds.
For more information 

email: aga@empiretravel.ca 
or phone 905-580-2204.

2nd Annual Travel Expo 
Presentation Schedule

3:30 p.m. - 
doors open

4:00 p.m. - 
Holland America on  

what’s new with Holland 
America Line

4:30 p.m. - 
Seabourn on luxury  
small ship cruising

5:00 p.m. - 
AmaWaterways on  

River Cruising

5:30 p.m. - 
GOWAY on Custom  

and Private Worldwide 
Itineraries

6:00 p.m. - 
Collette on Europe  

Coach Tours  
(Feature: Croatia)

6:30 p.m. - 
G Adventures on  

Family Tours

7:00 p.m. - 
MSC on Family  

Cruising

7:50 p.m. - 
Closing of Expo

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Travel  Expo2nd Annual

NOTL Community Centre
September 5, 2019
3:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Regional Office: 1131 Nottinghill Gate - Suite 203, Oakville, ON  L6M1K5 
Ph 647-689-3884     TICO #50013851

Giveaways & Exclusive  Show  Offers
Small-Ship & River Cruising, Family Travel,  
Coach Tours, Active Tours, All-Inclusive, 

Groups, Destination Weddings

Presentations by

Immerse  yourself in  a  variety   
of travel  experiences

Hosted by: Local Travel Agency Empire Travel
Mini  Informational  Presentations & Trade  Show

Ask  Questions & Pick -up brochures
Enter to WIN A FREE TRIP!

Free  Event , All  Welcome
For more information and to RSVP: 905.580.2204

or email: aga@empiretravel.ca

• Holland America Line
• Seabourn

• AmaWaterways
• MSC Cruises

• GOWAY Travel
• G Adventures
• Collette Tours

See the World with Empire Travel.
Aga Tempelaars-Goik, owner of Empire Travel & Luxury 

Travel Consultant in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip

LOCAL FINDSDoes NOTL need CCTV?

Savage monument restored
Donald Combe 

Special to The Local
This monument has recently been dug up and restored by Willowbank School 

of Restoration Arts. With the help of cemetery records we can read almost all of 
the inscription. John Savage built two houses on Johnson Street in Niagara-on-
the-Lake. The first a modest cottage at 89, where I live, and a larger and more 
impressive house at 85.

In memory 
of

JOHN SAVAGE
Late colour sergeant*

Regiment of ……  
Who departed…..

21 March 1870
Aged 79 years

*A colour sergeant is a 
non-commissioned title in in-
fantry regiments of the British 
Army, ranking above sergeant 

and below warrant officer.

CCTV cameras are here to 
stay, unless it is determined at 
some point that the benefits to 
security and safety are minor, 
compared with the possibility 
of them being misused to in-
vade privacy. 

Is it time to adopt them 
in Niagara-on-the-Lake? It’s 
a consideration, although not 
yet decided. The NRP are in 
favour of CCTV, money has 
been spent on an operation 
centre, and it seems it’s a con-
cept that’s catching on.

CCTV is becoming 
more popular as a police 
tool, to prevent crime, solve 
it, and provide evidence to 
take to court, especially in  
the UK, in major urban ar-
eas of the U.S., and now in 

larger Canadian cities.
Anyone who is a fan of 

some of the British mysteries 
available on Netflix, and in-
creasingly on American crime 
shows, could easily conclude 
CCTV helps solve crime and 
send bad guys to jail. Statistics 
about preventing it are not so 
easy to interpret, since when 
criminal activity decreases, 
there can be several factors.

Do we need CCTV on the 
corner of Queen and King 
Streets? There is a lot of activ-
ity at that intersection, of both 
vehicles and pedestrians, but 
yet little crime, and few traffic 
collisions. However, if there is 
a report of criminal activity in 
the area, it would be helpful to 
have footage as evidence.

Addressing the need to 
respect privacy, the NRP say 
they don’t watch the video un-
less a crime is in the midst of 
occurring, or they are inves-
tigating a crime after the fact. 
We have to trust they would 
respect that policy.

In the balance, it would 
seem for the sake of safety at 
the busiest place in town, it is 
a good idea to proceed.

As unfortunate as it would 
be to have criminal activity in 
that very public place, it would 
be more so to believe CCTV 
might have prevented it, or 
helped bring to justice those 
involved, should the Town de-
cide not to install  it.
Penny Coles
The Local

The Town, the Communities in Bloom Committee and the NOTL Horticulture Society 
are running the Garden of the Week program over the summer months. This week’s 
winner is 1994 York Street, Queenston, owned by Mary Kiss. A mature garden with a 
lovely mix of flowering shrubs and hydrangeas, there are lots of low spreading ever-
greens, said the judges. “A mix of deciduous trees and evergreens are centered with 
a lovely red maple. The garden is calm and has many textures. It has been lovingly 
cared for over the years.” Residents are encouraged to submit nominations of phe-
nomenal front gardens and winners will receive a lawn sign recognizing the home 
owners. Nomination forms are available on Join the Conversation.

Garden of the week

Congrats to federal candidates
The federal election isn’t 

until October, but the inter-
vening months will go quickly.

And we have a lot of can-
didates who will be reaching 
out to us with their messages, 
hoping to win the right to rep-
resent the Niagara Falls riding.

We have been fortunate to 
have two strong representa-
tives in past decades, Conser-
vative MP Rob Nicholson and 
Liberal Gary Pillitteri, and we 

will have Conservative Tony 
Baldinelli, director of commu-
nications for the Niagara Parks 
Commission, and Liberal An-
drea Kaiser, well-known in the 
wine industry and as a former 
town councillor, hoping to win 
the local vote.

As well, Brian Barker will 
represent the NDP, NOTL 
resident Sandra O’Connor the 
Green Party, Alex J.C. Tay-
lor the new People’s Party of 

Canada, and Niagara Falls city 
councillor and former Olym-
pic boxer Mike Strange is run-
ning as an independent.  

Hopefully voters will take 
the opportunity to get to know 
their candidates by Oct. 21.

We congratulate all who 
wish to work for us in Ottawa, 
and look forward to getting to 
know them.
Penny Coles
The Local
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A Man Goes to the Movies

Experiencing this film was 
the correct thing for me to do. 
It might not be for everybody.  
Just when I thought I under-
stood it, I was certain I had 
not understood it, nor would 
I ever understand it, but I re-
main happy I sat there trying 
to understand it. This wild ride 
through Hollywood lasts two 
and a half hours.  I could rec-
ommend that you see it, but I 
am not entirely sure I should.

Donald Combe is a retired 
English teacher who loves to 
go to movies. His Facebook 

reviews have become popular 
with his friends and followers, 
and he has graciously agreed 

to share his opinions through 
“short and sweet” exclusives for 
The Local.

Donald Combe
Special to The Local
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Club 27 concert to raise money for Special Olympics

Everyone has a cause close 
to their heart, whether it is be-
cause they have been personally 
affected or it hits close to home.

Mine is our community: 
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

This community gave me 
so much at the most difficult 
times in my life that it is easy to 
want to do the same in return, 
so when Special Olympics 
Ontario asked for assistance to 
fundraise for a NOTL chapter, 
it was once again an easy “yes.”

Special Olympics is an or-
ganization that allows people 
with ID (intellectual disabili-
ties) to show their athleticism 
and compete in sport. 

Within our community 
there are hundreds of kids and 
adults living with intellectual 
disabilities.

One of them is a close fam-
ily member of mine.

For this article, I reached 
out to interview the future of 
this community — children 
who are close to me.

“I think it’s very nice for ev-
eryone to be given the chance 
for sports. Especially for their 
families that get to watch them 
be happy,” is Hope’s opinion on 
Special Olympics. She is seven 
years old and my daughter.

“Umm, I think every-

body should have fun and be 
important,” was Hayden’s re-
sponse, my nephew — he is 
five. 

 What do you think makes 
a community, Hope?

“Being kind and helping 
each other and having fun.”

And that is exactly what 
our first fundraiser for Special 
Olympics NOTL is all about.

Club 27: A live rock con-
cert experience at Jackson 
Triggs Amphitheatre, cele-
brates the music of Janis Joplin, 
Jimi Hendrix, Kurt Cobain, 
Jim Morrison and Amy Wine-
house, all who passed away at 
age 27.

Tickets are $45 and include 
a glass of wine, with 100 per 
cent of proceeds going to Spe-
cial Olympics NOTL.

To get your tickets vis-
it Jackson Triggs website, at 
www.greatestatesniagara.com .

For all details please follow 

on Special Olympics NOTL 
on Facebook.

The fundraising commit-
tee is also collecting donations 

for their pop-up shop under 
the marquis tent that evening. 
To donate please contact Nan-
cy.bailey@evrealtors.com.

Hayden and Hope, Maria Mavridis’ nephew and daughter, say they want all kids to be able 
to play sports and have fun. (Maria Mavridis)

Tony Hendriks of Hendriks valu-mart on Queen Street and Phil Leboudec of Phil’s 
valu-mart in Virgil have made the move to The Local to distribute their weekly flyers. 
We welcome them aboard. Don’t forget to look for the flyers in the Aug. 22 edition 
of The Local.

The Local welcomes valu-mart

LETTERSLETTERS

I have to tell you of my 
experience last Sunday at an 
open air recording at St. Sav-
iour’s Church in Queenston.

During that beautiful 
service I saw and heard five 
coaches pass by (this was 
from 6.30 p.m. until 8 p.m. 
on a Sunday evening). What 
upset me most was the pol-
lution from their exhaust that 
wafted our way as they strug-
gled to get up the hill from the 
Whirlpool Jet docking area.

What is the benefit of 
tourism for this quaint his-
toric village? When coaches 
are not allowed in the town 
of Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
why should they be allowed 
to ruin our roads and de-
stroy lives of residents in the 
village of Queenston?

Surely they can find an 
alternative solution if they 
must continue running 
these whirlpool jet boats 
from our side of the river. 

Pollution from bus exhaust  
not great for Queenston

I was only there for a 
couple of hours to enjoy a 
wonderful Sunday Church 
Evensong. I cannot imag-
ine how the residents have 
had to cope with living 
there. They certainly have 
my sympathy now. All that 
carbon monoxide instead of 
fresh summer air — it is to-
tally wrong to have allowed 
this business to move there.  

Sylvia Angelkotter

Maria Mavridis 
Special to The Local

Feature your business in our
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to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm

The full page is made up of a 

HALF PAGE AD and 
HALF PAGE ARTICLE 

Article word count: 450-500
Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h

Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact

Karen at 905•641•5335   
at karen@notllocal.com

Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 905•934•1040
at julia@notllocal.com



Brighten your smile in time for summer.

905-468-4444   •   niagaradentures.com
1630 NIAGARA STONE ROAD, NOTL

ON-SITE LAB FOR CUSTOM PERSONALIZED SMILES.

TAREN A. 
TRINDADE B.A., DD

J. GUS  
KORONEOS BSc., DD 

• Complementary Consultations

• Same Day Repairs, Relines

• Implant Supported Dentures

• Teeth in a Day

• Full or Partial Dentures

• Immediate Dentures

• Locally Owned and Operated
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‘Time is right for Liberals to take back riding’

After winning the Liberal nomination to represent the Niag-
ara Falls riding, Andrea Kaiser speaks with Joyce Morocco. 
She said she hopes they will be able to work together to win 
the riding. (Mike Balsom)

Former Liberal MP Gary Pillitteri and Vance Badawey, Liberal MP for the Niagara Centre 
riding, with Andrea Kaiser, who hopes to win the Niagara Falls riding for the Liberals in the 
upcoming October federal election. (Mike Balsom)

One local  wine industry 
veteran Kaiser was thrilled to 
see Monday was the last Liberal 
to win the riding, Gary Pillitteri.  
Kaiser said she had not had 
much contact with Pillitteri pri-
or to the nomination meeting. 

She said Pillitteri, as a re-
tired MP,  wanted to let the 
process unfold, “and let Joyce 
and I  both work hard, and 
work independently. And at 
the end of the day I think he’s 
just excited to support whoev-
er would win, in this case, now, 
me, to win the riding back.”

Both Kaiser and Moroc-
co said they believe the time 
is ripe for the Liberals to take 
back the Niagara Falls riding. 

In April, Conservative MP 
Rob Nicholson announced he 

would not be seeking re-elec-
tion this year. The 67-year-old 
Nicholson was first elected to 
Parliament in 1984 and was 
re-elected six more times. He 
has held the Niagara Falls rid-
ing since 2004.

Tony Baldinelli, the Di-
rector of Communications 
for the Niagara Parks Com-
mission, will be trying to fill 
Nicholson’s Conservative 
shoes this October, while 
teacher Brian Barker will rep-
resent the NDP. Other candi-
dates include Sandra O’Con-
nor for the Green Party, Alex 
J.C. Taylor representing the 
new People’s Party of Canada, 
and Niagara Falls city coun-
cillor and former Olympic 
boxer Mike Strange running 
as an independent.  

Kaiser said though she stud-

ied politics at university, she 
never set out to become a pol-
itician. She said her decade on 
town council was inspired by 
her community asking her to 
step up and serve with a strong 
and experienced local voice. 

This time, however, she 
said she has been inspired by 
three specific individuals. 

“It was the strong and com-
passionate leadership of New 
Zealand Prime Minister Jacin-
da Ardern, in the aftermath of 
a terrible tragedy (last May’s 
mass shooting at two New Zea-
land mosques) that reaffirmed 
to me that we need to be bold 
and to step up and set an exam-
ple for our youth,” she said.  

Her second inspiration is 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.

Perhaps somewhat sur-
prisingly, Kaiser credited her 
21-year-old daughter, Mad-
ison Lepp, as being the third 
and main inspiration for run-
ning for the Liberal nomina-
tion. She said Lepp carries the 
warmth and compassion of 
Kaiser’s mother, and her com-
mitment to fighting climate 
change has inspired Kaiser to 
become a better person. 

Madison seemed flabber-
gasted by her mother’s com-
ments, though she did say 
“we both have a lot of respect 
and support for each other, 
and I’ve always encouraged 
her to go big or go home, and 
always shoot for the stars, and 

we both mutually support 
each other like that.”

Kaiser went on to say the 
journey of her father, the late 
wine industry pioneer Karl Kai-
ser, led to her strong entrepre-
neurial spirit, and both of her 
parents’ core liberal values taught 
her to care for her neighbours. 

Having won the party’s 
nomination, she was plan-
ning to meet with riding offi-
cials early Tuesday to discuss 
the party’s strategy in the rid-
ing for the next two-and-a-
half months. 

Kaiser said her focus will 
be “getting a local voice at 
Parliament, one that’s real-
ly passionate about tourism 
and agriculture, and that is 
concerned about investments 
in our community. And I’m 
excited about the work that’s 
been done by the Liberals on 
climate change, and I’m really 
excited about making sure that 
we have the investments for 
families, seniors and youth.” 

As the crowd filed out of the 
Legion, and Kaiser and her sup-
porters headed out to celebrate 

Continued from page 1

CCTV could be coming to NOTL
The busiest intersection 

in town could be the first in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake to be 
equipped with closed-circuit 
television cameras.

Town staff are currently 
exploring the installation of 
CCTV cameras at the intersec-
tion of King and Queen Street. 
Niagara Regional Police have 
recommended they may be 
warranted due to the volume 
of people in the area, and cite a 
robbery at Simpson’s Pharma-
cy as another reason they could 
be helpful. He added surveil-
lance would assist police in 
investigating crime or a traffic 
accident, stated an information 
report prepared by town staff.

Police Services board 
chair Ken Gansel, a Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake resident, sug-
gested at a July council meeting 
that the Town should consider 
the installation of CCTV. He 
was at the meeting with Insp. 
James McCaffery to provide an 
update on the challenges pre-
sented by horse and carriage 
protesters and supporters.

A number of municipali-
ties have chosen to install cam-
eras and join the NRP system 
of surveillance for increased 
public and community safe-
ty, he told councillors, adding 
there are businesses which 
also share their video with the 
NRP system.

“This is a crime-preven-
tion program,” he said, and “an 
after-the-fact tool for police. 
It’s a worthwhile project here 
in Niagara.”

He said he had spoken 
to Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
about the cameras before that 
evening — he thinks they 
could be helpful in NOTL.

Port Colborne, Niagara 
Falls and St. Catharines have 
installed cameras in some ar-
eas, and they have been used 
to catch and charge suspects in 
criminal acts, he said.

The police install the cam-
eras, and monitor them from a 
Real Time Operations Centre 
built as part of the new Niag-
ara Falls headquarters, but the 
Town would have to pay the 
$10,000 for the installation of 
the hardware.

The cameras provide back-
up for officers on calls, he said. 
The centre is staffed 24/7, and 
allows for “real time analy-
sis,” but “it’s not like George 
Orwell’s 1984,” said Gansel. 
Officers aren’t watching the 
video feeds 24/7, but “if they 
hear something is going down, 
they can look at the video,” and 
make decisions on what man-
power should be dispatched. 

If officers are called to in-
vestigate a situation in an area 
covered by cameras, once they 
fill out a report the video can 
be checked as part of the in-
vestigation, and taken to the 
crown attorney if a decision 
has to be made about laying 
charges, Gansel said.

Sean Simpson of Simpson’s 
Pharmacy said there was an 
armed robbery at the drug-
store’s King Street location 
last fall. A man approached 
the pharmacist and threat-
ened with a knife, demanding 
drugs. The pharmacy captured 
some images of the assailant 
on video, as did cameras at the 
Irish Harp beside it, but they 
were too grainy to be of much 
use, and as far as he knows, 
nobody has been charged in 
the robbery. He couldn’t say 
whether cameras at the inter-
section would act as a deter-
rent — in this situation, “this 

guy came in from the back. It 
would depend on the breadth 
of the program whether the 
cameras would help. I’m not 
opposed to the idea of having 
CCTV. We see lots of exam-
ples where it has helped.”

If it could provide some 
safety downtown and a level of 
deterrent, he said, it might be 
worth “that small invasion of 
privacy.” Disero says “there are 
a couple of reasons” the town is 
looking at installing cameras at 
the corner of King and Queen 
Street. They were recommend-
ed by the NRP “for police pur-
poses,” and could also be ben-
eficial to the town for traffic 
counting and checking weath-
er conditions,” she said.

Although there isn’t a lot of 
crime in NOTL, said Gansel, 
the cameras will record licence 
plates, and “there aren’t many 
cars entering the Old Town 
without passing through that 
intersection. Tracking the 
movement of cars can be help-
ful.” The quality of video is 
very good, he added.

The information report 
prepared for council said staff 
will be following up with the 
potential location of the cam-
eras and if a heritage permit is 
required for the installation.

A Main Street Revitaliza-
tion Fund grant can be used 
to pay for the hardware, the 
report said.

Staff will also visit the Real 
Time Operations Centre in 
Niagara Falls and will continue 
conversations with the Niagara 
Regional Police about the bene-
fits and potential opportunities 
for this system, the report said.

“If proceeding, council will 
be further updated and a com-
munications plan for notifying 
surrounding businesses will be 
developed.”

Penny Coles
The Local

her victory, she talked about her 
respect for Morocco as a fellow 
Liberal Party member. 

With resumes that are 
very similar (both served 
on local councils, both have 
business and tourism back-
grounds), it was expected that 
Monday night’s vote would be 
close. The riding association 
did not comment on the actu-
al breakdown of the vote, but 
Kaiser said she hopes she and 
Morocco can work together 
to paint the riding red for the 
first time since 2004.
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47 LORAINE DRIVE
$369,000

MLS 30755598 • Cheryl Carmichael

19 EVERGREEN LANE
$2,700 + UTILITIES

MLS 30730778 • Victoria Bolduc and Sarah Gleddie

1409 CONCESSION 2 ROAD
 $1,589,000

MLS 30741184 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

7 BROCK STREET
$634,900

MLS 30752827 • Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

3 HAMPTON COURT
$1,259,000

MLS 30714834 • Christopher Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

681 WARNER ROAD
$439,000

MLS 30704675 • Chris Bowron, Audrey Wright 
and Nicole Vanderperk

204 LINE 7 ROAD
$1,875,000

MLS 30632818 • Chris Bowron; Audrey Wright 
& Nicole Vanderperk

268 VICTORIA STREET
$1,795,000

MLS 30748556 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

556 KING STREET #13
$749,000

MLS 30749083   • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

5 DAVID SECORD DRIVE
$738,000

MLS 30754579 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

NEW LISTING

LEASED

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY 2-4 PM

420 GATE STREET
63 THE PROMENADE

42 COLONEL  
BUTLER CRES.

Christopher Bowron*** .......905-468-2269
Victoria Bolduc* .................905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* ...................905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ..................905-468-1256
Kim Elltoft** ........................905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ..........905-651-2977
Audrey Wright* ...................289-241-0212

Nicole Vanderperk* ............905-941-4585
Trish Badham* ...................905-329-1563
Viviane Elltoft* ...................905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ..................905-380-8012
Cheryl Carmichael* ...........905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* ..................905-685-2458
Christine Bruce* ................905-328-9703

Marilyn Francis**................905-932-1266
Linda Williams* ..................905-401-4240
Caroline Polgrabia* ............905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ..............905-933-4983

***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

14529 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY
$1,749,000

MLS 30707534 • Sarah Gleddie and Victoria Bolduc

139 VICTORIA STREET
$1,595,000

MLS 30712315. Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

NEW PRICE

The huge pile of rocks and rubble still sits idle in the Dock 
Area Parkette, waiting to be moved, says Ron Simkus. 

Water levels down, but still higher than in 2017
The level of Lake Ontario 

has dropped again, says Dock 
Area resident Ron Simkus.

It was down 2-3/4 inches 
last week, and is now 11 inches 
below the record high of June, 
2019. It is still five inches high-
er than the same date in 2017, 
says Simkus.

Unfortunately, thunder-
storms late last week stalled 
the momentum, he says, and 
more rain can be expected.

He is also concerned about 
the lack of activity on the wa-
terfront. The Town update 
from July 31 listed some work 
to be done this month, and 
said “construction on the site 
is ongoing,” but there is no sign 
of it, he said.

As the announcement stat-
ed, bladders were removed, and 
fencing was moved to open up 
the park, but the shoreline pro-
tection work it said would take 
place this month, “the place-
ment of the river stone works,” 
hasn’t begun. 

“The huge pile of rocks and 
rubble still sits idle in the par-
kette even though we all know 

that there is so much unfin-
ished work to be completed,” 
says Simkus, a retired mining 
engineer who keeps residents 
up-to-date on water levels.

“Construction security 
fences are still up even though 
absolutely no work has taken 
place for months.”

There is a “massive head-
land” to construct at the par-
kette’s east groyne, and anchor 
stones to install along the in-
land side.

The Town’s announcement 
says the groyne will be worked 
on “if and when permits allow, 
and when the water level is 
substantially lower.”

There is a small window 
to carry out some of the work 
under a provincial permit that 
closes Sept. 1, says Simkus, 
due to fish spawning, and then 
it will be November before the 
window opens again.

He fears budget talks could 
stall it in the fall, and then comes 
the ice, and by next spring, 
the waterfront could be going 
through what it did this year 
with no further work completed.

He says it has been almost 
two years since Dock Area res-
idents were presented with a 

solution to the shoreline, and 
they are still waiting for it.

He would at least feel reas-
sured to know there is a plan 
in place to finish the work, 
with a timeline, and some in-
dication that it’s actually going 
to happen.

“I would like to see a plan, 
with dates on it, and then see 
them follow through.”

If there is a plan, he says, 
“why isn’t it being communi-
cated to residents?”

He says he has asked the 
Town what they are going to do 
and when they are going to get 
it, but hasn’t received a response.

He is also concerned about 
the likelihood of storms. The 
last major storm that tore up 
the shoreline with winds from 
the east was on May 28, and 
it would be unusual for there 
not to be another this season, 
however the later it comes, the 
lower the water will be.

“The water is still way up 
there for this time of year. 
We’re not out of harm’s way.

He says he wouldn’t think 
about removing the sand bags 
along the shoreline until after 
the end of September, and it 
will be a huge job when the 

time comes.
“Those sand bags weighed 

40 pounds when they were 
put in, when they’re dry. They 
weigh 60 to 70 pounds wet. 
There were lots of offers to 
help when it seemed like an 
emergency. It will be a messy 
job to clean up. The enthusi-
asm just isn’t there.”

The Town has promised a 
further update this Thursday, 
Aug. 15, during the  special 
council meeting called to dis-
cuss the Official Plan. It will 
begin at 4 p.m. at the commu-
nity centre.

Penny Coles
The Local

Time running out for Strategic Plan survey

Council members are in the 
process of developing their stra-
tegic plan for this term — what 
they hope to accomplish, and 
what they see as their priorities.

Council has retained a con-
sulting company to help devel-
op a strategic plan, and would 
also like input from residents.

Consultants have con-
ducted one-on-one interviews 
with council members and the 

Town’s senior staff, focus groups 
and stakeholders, and presented 
a draft plan to council July 10.

To Join the Conversation, 
take the survey and have some 
input into what you would like 
to see in the way of services 
and programs in the commu-
nity. the survey below to weigh 
in regarding council’s Strategic 
Plan. The survey will close on 
Friday, Aug. 16, so there isn’t 
much time.

There are 10 questions and 

the survey should take ap-
proximately five to 10 minutes 
to complete. It can be found at 
https://www.jointheconversa-
tionnotl.org/strategic-plan.

If you participated in a 
focus group, please take the 
other survey titled Strategic 
Plan Survey for Focus Group 
Participants.

Should you require an al-
ternate method to complete 
the survey, please contact Vic-
toria Steele at 905-468-6417.

Local Staff
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Car wash a community event to support Terry Fox Run

Joan King was busy on Queen Street Saturday, selling T-Shirts for the Terry Fox Founda-
tion. King has been organizing the annual run for more than a decade. (Fred Mercnik)

Carole Wiens and Helen Janzen peel and cut peaches for 
250 pies to be sold at Saturday’s car wash to raise money 
for the Terry Fox Run.

Isolde Kroeker and Susan Muste are making pastry in the kitchen of the former Cornerstone 
Church building for the pies to be sold at $20 each. (Photos by Dorothy Wiens)

“I just wish people would 
realize that anything’s pos-
sible if you try; dreams are 
made possible if you try.” 
 -  Terry Fox

When Joe Pillitteri speaks 
of Terry Fox and all he ac-
complished in his short time, 
before being forced by illness 
to end his Marathon of Hope 
run across Canada, this is one 
of his favourites.

It’s the one he is using this 
week as he prepares for an 
event Saturday to raise money 
for Team Pillsy and the Terry 
Fox Foundation.

Pillitteri has his dreams, 
one of which is to increase 
the contribution raised at this 

year’s Terry Fox Run, and to 
do so, he and his cousin Mike 
Pillitteri have upped their goal.

Two years ago, Joe issued 
a friendly family challenge to 
his cousin in his efforts to raise 
money for the run, setting a 
goal of $50,000. Last year, they 
decided they were in it togeth-
er, and together hoped to raise 
$60,000. They surpassed that, 
donating $84,000 to the run, 
and plan to top that this year, 
aiming for a $90,000 target.

As Team Pillsy did last 
year, they will be holding the 
second annual car wash, bake 
sale and touch-a-truck event 
at the Cornerstone Church 
building at 1517  Niagara 
Stone Road Aug 17, beginning 
at noon and running until 3 or 
4 p.m.

The women of the con-
gregation are busy making 
“the most amazing peach pies 
ever,” to support the fundrais-
er, says Pillitteri. 

“I don’t know what they 
do to them but Seaway Farms 
is donating the peaches, and 
the church is supplying every-
thing else.”

The first batch of pies were 
made last week, with Dorothy 
Wiens and Carole Wiens in 
charge, and they will be bak-
ing this Thursday and Friday 
as well. Some of the pies will 
be sold fresh, some frozen, 
but there is no doubt they will 
sell out quickly, says Joe — he 
went to get one at the end of 
the event but they were sold 
out. His sister had one for des-
sert with the family, he said, 

“and if I could have had five 
to eat by myself, I would have. 
They are incredible.”

“This past Wednesday and 
Thursday there were about 
five of us making the pastry 
and getting a first batch made 
and frozen,” said Dorothy 
Wiens.

“Pies will cost $20 as it is 
a fundraiser for the Terry Fox 
Foundation. We have all been 
touched by cancer one way or 
another, and we are excited to 
help in this way.   Our goal is 
to have 250 pies made for this 
fundraiser.”

The car wash is a family 
event, Joe jokes — since he 
and Mike were made to work 
on family farms when they 
were kids, they carry on the 
tradition with their kids. “It’s 
like our childhood. If we had 
to work, so must our children.” 
But it was evident last year the 
kids had a blast, and they are 
looking forward to helping 
again this year.

Penner Building Centre 
is supplying the hoses, buck-
ets and everything else they 
need in the way of equipment 

— this is a true community 
event, says Joe.

When he was planning 
the first car wash last summer 
and approached Pastor Peter 
Bayne, he readily offered the 
Cornerstone parking lot, a 
perfect location for the event. 
But he went one step further 
— he said they would provide 
a bake table.

It was so “wildly success-
ful,” Joe says, this year it’s more 
like the pie sale is the main 
event, with a car wash added 
on. “Come buy a pie, and wait 
for your car to get washed. Let 
the kids do it for you.”

He expects to top last year’s 
fundraiser, which earned 
$6,000 for the run, setting a 
goal for Saturday of $7,500.

Helping Team Pillsy will 
be kids from Niagara schools 
— students from A.N. Myer, 
Holy Cross and Eden high 
schools,  as well as Crossroads 
and St. Michael elementary 
schools, will be on hand to 
wash cars.

Pillitteri will bring tractors 
and grape harvesters from his 
company, Lakeview Equip-

ment, for youngsters to have 
photos taken on them for a 
donation.

New this year for Team 
Pillsy is an offer from Grape 
Escape Wine Tours, whose 
owner Rich Mell has offered 
to donate $25 from every team 
that uses their escape room 
until Sept 5.

“We will throw in a case of 
VQA wine to the team who 
participates with the lowest 
time during the donation pe-
riod,” says Joe.

Team Pillsy can use any 
help it can get in raising funds, 
he says, and is looking for vol-
unteers to help out at Satur-
day’s event as well.

Also coming up is his big 
fundraiser, a popular annu-
al comedy night at the Jack-
son-Triggs Niagara Estate 
Winery, Thursday, Sept. 5. He 
will do what he is best at — 
drawing a crowd for the enter-
tainment, while raising money 
for a good cause.

Tickets are expected to sell 
out, but there are some still 
available at jacksontriggsniag-
araamphitheatre.

Penny Coles
The Local

This ad generously sponsored by:

1630 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, Ontario

Opening 
FALL 2019

SPAYED & NEUTERED 
KITTENS AND CATS FOR ADOPTION NOTL CATS 

Rescue
NOTL CATS Rescue is a very small non-profit, 
100% volunteer group. Contact us regarding 
ADOPTING ONLY as we are full and cannot 

take in any more kittens or cats.  

Adoption fees include:  
spay, neuter, vaccinations,  

micro-chips, etc.  We have beautiful 
kittens & cats of all ages

FOSTER FAMILIES 
DESPERATELY NEEDED

905-329-5035 
notlcats@cogeco.ca
Facebook, Petfinder

www.notlcats.weebly.com
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Therapy gone to the dogs
Furry friends are providing love           
to those who need it most

THE NOTL LOCAL                August 15, 2019

Laura Gmaz and her labrador retriever Bella at the St. Vincent de Paul Peach Festival in 
NOTL Sunday. 

Therapy Tails Ontario is 
a Niagara-based non-profit 
organization whose therapy 
services have literally gone to 
the dogs.

It was founded by Tina 
Hill in 2010, to improve the 
lives of physically, cognitive-
ly, emotionally and social-
ly-disadvantaged individuals, 
through regular visits and 
programs that use the exper-
tise of caseworkers, co-ordi-
nators, teachers, caregivers, 
and parents to enhance the ef-
fectiveness of canine therapy.

Hill’s motto for Therapy 
Tails is “live with purpose.” 
A lover of dogs, she believed 
that motto applied to dogs 
and not just people.

Therapy Tails Laura Gmaz 
has been volunteering with 
her seven-year old Black Lab-
rador Retriever Bella for the 
past five years. She has seen 
the positive impact of canine 
therapy, especially for kids 

who participate in the Tell 
Tales Reading program.

The reading program 
takes place in community 
locations, including schools, 
libraries and special-needs 
facilities, encouraging chil-
dren to read to dogs in an 
encouraging, non-judgmen-
tal environment to help them 
become more social and in-
teractive.

“With kids, they’ll be 
afraid of the dog at the begin-
ning of the year, but by the end 
of the year they are cuddling 
with them, and at the same 
time have enhanced their lit-
eracy skills,” says Gmaz.

Even though Hill passed 
away in 2015, her vision to 
help enhance mental well-be-
ing through the love of a ca-
nine companion carries on 
with the organization’s 200 
volunteers, some of whom 
have multiple dogs. 

The volunteers and 
their dogs provide thera-
peutic services for a vari-
ety of organizations and 

specialized healthcare fa-
cilities, including schools, 
long-term care homes, day 
programs, hospitals, librar-
ies, mental health facilities 
and rehabilitation centres.

Therapy Tails teams can be 
found at regularly-scheduled 
times on a weekly basis, and 
at community events  such as 
Sunday’s Peach Festival at St. 
Vincent de Paul Church in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, to raise 
awareness on the importance 
of mental health, Gmaz said.

Other programs incorpo-
rated into the organization 
are Paws for Respect, visits 
for individuals with unique 
special needs, and the orga-
nization’s newest program, 
Bereavement Recovery.

Paws 4 Respect is an an-
ti-bullying program that uses a 
therapy dog to help encourage 
those being bullied to speak 
up, and make adults aware of 
the challenges they are facing.

The special needs pro-
gram creates connections 
with children with autism, 

Alzheimer patients, men-
tally-challenged individu-
als, stroke victims and other 
unique situations.

The Bereavement Recov-
ery program works with peo-
ple who have lost a loved one, 
especially children. Gmaz says 
the Therapy Tails members 
are trained to respond, respect 
and help anyone who is going 
through the difficulty of losing 
someone they were close to.

Gmaz says the organization’s 
volunteers are spread through-
out the Niagara Region and re-
cently has begun to expand into 
the Grimsby area, adding there 

are a handful of volunteers in 
the Hamilton area.

Since she began volun-
teering, she says, “I love being 
out in the community with 
Bella at the various locations. 
To see the impact she has on 
people, especially going into 
seniors’ homes, is very re-
warding. Anywhere I can take 
my dog, I’m all for it.”

The organization is always 
looking for more volunteers. 
Therapy Tails holds evaluations 
four times a year with those 
who have expressed an interest. 

Each potential volunteer 
is evaluated to ensure specif-

ic criteria is met, says Gmaz. 
For example, to be a therapy 
dog, it must have manners 
and be comfortable being 
around other dogs. “And 
most importantly, they must 
enjoy being petted. That is 
their job.”

Therapy Tails is a dona-
tion-based organization, with 
no paid staff. All donations 
received are invested in the 
organization’s programming.

For more information or 
to be placed on the volunteer 
list for future consideration, 
visit www.therapytails.ca or 
email info@therapytails.ca.

Jennifer Chornley
Special to The Local

  

     
 

 Based on residential unit sales $500,000+ 2018 year to date ORTIS MLS ® in Niagara Region* | Brokerage
*Sales Representative   **Broker   ***Broker - Royal LePage NRC Realty KRDS

  

     
 

181 Wall Road, NOTL
$759,000

NIAGARA’S LUXURY LEADER

125 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-lake

direct: 905.468.4214

14526 Niagara River Parkway, NOTL
$925,000

4 Crimson Drive, NOTL
$669,900

15 Chardonnay Place, NOTL
$625,000

223 Victoria Street, NOTL
$685,000

MLS# 30755475
Jo-Ann Cudmore*

MLS# 30737421 
James O’Connor *  &  Margie van Gelder*

MLS# 30738225
Dan Stefels***  &  Katie Redekopp***

MLS# 30753623 
Margie van Gelder*  &  James O’Connor*

MLS# 30709417
Gloria Szylak**

267 Gage Street, NOTL
$685,000

MLS# 30737062
Margie van Gelder*  &  James O’Connor*

  

     
 

Car show a      
Kinsmen tradition

Local resident Tom Elltoft stands 
next to his vintage 1951 Chevy 
pickup truck at the NOTL Kins-
men car show held Sunday. (Fred 
Mercnik)

Dave Price bought his 1976 Olds-
mobile Cutlass Supreme in 1976, 
and restored it in ’87. He’s won 
some “awesome” trophies with 
it, and enjoys showing it when he 
gets the time. (Karen Skeoch)
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It’s all about the peach

The Fort George Fife and Drum Corps parades along Queen Street to open the 29th annual 
Chamber of Commerce Peach Celebration. (Fred Mercnik)

Elmer Neufeld stokes his fire to steam corn on the cob, 
a popular tradition on Queen Street. (Fred Mercnik)

Ed Biega serves some fresh steamed 
corn. (Fred Mercnik)

Firefighters Dayton Kruitbocsh, Derek Rooney, Katelyn Gies-
brecht, Steve Labrasseur and Greg Pillitteri take their annual 
place on Queen Street to collect funds for muscular dystro-
phy. (Fred Mercnik)

Prince of Wales Chef Chris Smythe, Lord Mayor Betty Disero, Chamber of Commerce 
President Eduardo Lafforgue, and Coun. Gary Burroughs take their job seriously as 
the pie contest judges at the Peach Celebration Saturday. Lida Kowal took first prize, 
second went to Sandy Piccolo and third was Norma Price. (Photo supplied)

Lepp Farms was on Queen Street with fresh peaches, sold by 
Paula Lepp, Mark Lepp and Michael Johnson. (Fred Mercnik)

Advertise in our 

LOCAL CELEBRATIONS
Contact: anna@notllocal.com

Pricing starts at $20. Deadline is Monday at 3 p.m.

CongratulationsMike & Elle
married July 11, 2019

Celebrate your happy moments 

with the NOTL LOCAL!

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

MARRIAGE
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Peachy-keen volunteers stage Peach Festival 

Bryson Carl, 3, and his brother Mason John, 5, do a little 
fishing in the Kids’ Corner of the Peach Festival.

Serving up peach pie slices are Helena Mercer, Flavia and Tony Medina and John Mercer.

St. Vincent de Paul parish 
volunteers Greg McKay, Lu-
cas Rankin, Mateo Palumbo, 
Angelina Palumbo, Cindy Pa-
lumbo and Gabriel Palumbo 
sell peaches donated by local 
producers.

Peach pies are a 
top-selling product, 
as displayed by Mary 
Wall, Diane Stanclik 
and Christina Sulpizio.

Brett Pether, Sarah Bellamy and 13-month-old Madelyn 
Pether enjoy some peachy treats and a balloon animal. 
(Photos by Jennifer Chornley)

St. Vincent de Paul Church held its 32nd annual Peach Festival Sunday. Hundreds of people enjoyed a sunny day 
indulging in peachy delights and fresh peaches. Volunteers made 500 peach pies and almost 450 jars of peach jam. 
The day included a kids’ corner and live entertainment. 
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Classic musicals, mystery and comedy in 
Shaw’s 2020 season

Shaw artistic director Tim Carroll calls 2020 a season of classics. (David Cooper)

Classic is the word for the 
Shaw Festival’s 2020 season.

“This is a season of classics 
across the board: classic mu-
sicals, classic comedies, classic 
dramas,” says artistic director 
Tim Carroll.

“Every single one features 
the brilliant writing which has 
always been at the centre of our 
mission, and for which we have 
assembled one of the world’s 
great acting ensembles.”

At the top of the list for the 
Festival Theatre is Gypsy, a 
musical the Shaw featured in 
2005, in the main theatre and 
directed by former Shaw ar-
tistic director Jackie Maxwell. 
The play was first performed 
on Broadway in 1959, and 
remains a classic, with several 
revivals since then.

Inspired by the famous 
striptease artist Gypsy Rose 
Lee, it tells the story of an ob-
sessive mother who pushes 
her daughters into show biz, 
but with an unexpected result 
and cost. 

The festival is focusing on 
just one Bernard Shaw play in 
2020, also on the main stage. 
The Devil’s Disciple, to be di-
rected by Eda Holmes, prom-
ises an action-packed come-

dy, with the dialogue Shaw is 
so good at, and some sexual 
tension to heighten interest.

Holmes, former associate 
artistic director at the Shaw, is 
current artistic and executive 
director at Centaur Theatre in 
Montreal — the first female to 
have that role.

Sherlock Holmes and his 
sidekick Watson will be back 
on the festival main stage, 
following on the heels of the 
successful production of The 
Hound of the Baskervilles last 
season. The Raven’s Curse has 
the sleuth returning to his 
childhood home to investi-
gate the mysterious death of 
his uncle, hopefully before 
the curse claims another vic-
tim. Written by R. Hamilton 
Wright, and based on the 
works of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle, The Raven’s Curse will 
be directed by Craig Hall.

 A special commission 
of Toronto’s innovative Why 
Not Theatre’s Mahabharata 
will round out the playbill at 
the festival theatre. Adapt-
ed by Ravi Jain and Miriam 
Fernandes from the original 
concept developed with Jen-
ny Koons, Jain will direct it 
for the Shaw. Mahabharata 
is considered a modern take 
on a Sanskrit epic more than 
4,000 years old, based on the 

story of a family feud. It ex-
plores philosophical and spir-
itual ideas, and takes the au-
dience on a visually stunning 
journey through the past.

Narnia is back on stage 
at the Royal George for the 
third straight year, this time 
with Prince Caspian, written 
by C.S. Lewis, adapted by 
Damien Atkins and direct-
ed by Molly Atkinson. It fol-
lows The Magician’s Nephew, 
which was produced in 2018 
at the Shaw, and The Horse 
and His Boy this season.

Prince Caspian takes 
place a year after The Lion, 
the Witch and the Wardrobe, 
when the four children hear 
Narnia summoning them 
back to the magical land. This 
world premiere production 
will be accompanied by pre-
show workshops in which 
audience members will be 
prepared to take part in the 
performance.

Also at the Royal George 
Theatre, Carroll will direct 
Charley’s Aunt, by Brandon 
Thomas. Jack and Charley 
scramble to make sure their 
plans to woo Kitty and Amy 
aren’t ruined, and need a 
chaperone to make it happen. 
Their friend Lord Fancourt 
Babberley takes on that role, 
disguised as a rich Brazilian 

widow — but Babberley’s 
charming ways soon become 
a distraction for the girls.

Flush is this year’s lunch-
time one-act production, 
based on the novella by Vir-
ginia Woolf, and adapted and 
directed by Carroll. Flush 
is Elizabeth Barrett’s cocker 
spaniel, her only companion. 
The story is considered one of 
the most romantic of all time, 
told here from the perspective 
of the cocker spaniel.

 Assassins, directed by 
Meg Roe, is referred to as a 
“darkly comic” musical re-
vue, presenting nine men and 
women who have attempted 
to kill an American president. 
A carnival of the macabre, this 
ground-breaking musical puts 
everyone from John Wilkes 
Booth to Lynette “Squeaky” 
Fromme on display.

At the Jackie Maxwell Stu-
dio Theatre, Maxwell will di-
rect J.M.  Synge’s The Playboy 
of the Western World. This 
Irish comedy takes place in a 

small town where the only en-
tertainment is gossip. Christy 
Mahon’s arrival has everyone 
talking. On the run after the 
murder of his father, he finds 
himself a local celebrity, not so 
much condemned as admired, 
until Dad turns up.

Eugene O’Neill’s Desire 
Under the Elms, directed 
by Selma Dimitrijevic, will 
be presented at the Royal 
George, taking a Greek trage-
dy to an American farmstead, 
with a stepmother/stepson 
relationship of hatred turn-
ing to desire in a “poetic tale 
of forbidden love hurtling to-
wards disaster.”

Philip Akin will direct 
Trouble in Mind, by Alice 
Childress. Willetta Mayer is 
a black actress rehearsing a 
white play about black people 
being saved by white people 
— replete with compromises 
and petty humiliations in a 
“painfully funny and truth-
ful piece about race, privilege 
and power.”

Desire Under the Elms 
and Trouble in Mind will also 
be performed in the intimate 
Maxwell studio theatre named 
for the former artistic director.

In a partnership between 
the Shaw Festival and Parks 
Canada, 30 minutes of The 
History of Niagara, created 
and performed by Mike Pe-
tersen and Alexandra Mon-
tagnese and commissioned 
for the Shaw Festival, will be 
directed by Tim Carroll and 
presented at Fort George. 

Leading up to the holi-
day season, Shaw will present 
Carroll’s adaption of Dickens’ 
A Christmas Carol, direct-
ed by Molly Atkinson, at the 
Royal George.

Me and My Girl, a fun 
and much-loved musical per-
formed at the Shaw in 2017, 
will also be on offer.

Tickets go on sale to 
Friends of The Shaw Nov. 
2 and to the public Dec. 7.  
For more information visit 
shawfest.com.

Local Staff

Members of The Heritage Trail Committee, formed to preserve and rehabilitate the Upper 
Canada Heritage Trail, thank Zoom Leisure Bikes for a donation to their fundraising cam-
paign. A $100 donation will restore a metre of the trail. Zoom Leisure has been providing 
bikes and tours since 1997, employing as many local students as possible. Last summer, 
there was a fire at their building on Mississagua Street, and they have rebuilt “a wonderful 
new store that fits us just right, for the first time ever.” In the photo are Cheryl Morris, Kevin 
Turcotte, Fred Sentineal, Coun. Allan Bisback, Steve and Rebecca deBoer of Zoom Lei-
sure, Rick Meloene, chair of the committee, and Dick Coyne. “This is an excellent example 
of support from a local company to beautify and restore this valuable trail for everyone in 
NOTL. Thanks to Zoom for their outstanding support,” said Tony Chisholm, vice-chair of 
the committee. Donations for the trail can be sent  to: The Heritage Trail Committee c/o of 
the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, PO Box 100, Virgil, On., L0S 1T0.

Zoom supports heritage trail
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Artist Daniel Abadie to exhibit paintings at local winery

Daniel Abadie has been concentrating on pointillism and expressions of bold colour. 
Twenty of his paintings will be on display at The Hare Co. Winery Aug. 23, 24 and 25. 
(Photo supplied)

Daniel Abadie has 
been both my barber and 
my friend for many years, 
during which time I have 
come to admire his many, 
varied artistic skills and 
talents. 

Only recently, however, 
did I discover how extraor-
dinarily well he paints. An 
upcoming exhibition at a 
local winery will allow you 
too, to know his talent as a 
painter.

I asked Daniel to tell me 
something of early life. “I 
was born in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina in 1961. Early 
on I started showing an 
interest in the arts: music, 
drawing, painting, writing, 
mostly through being ex-
posed to them at school,” 
he said. “Before I complet-
ed primary school, I was 
asked to paint a mural in 
the school to honour Co-

lumbus’s discovery of the 
Americas. It was intend-
ed only for the holidays, 
but the principal was so 
pleased that it was kept 
there for years. It may even 
still be there.” 

About his early goals 
and ambitions, Daniel 
said, “I wanted to study the 
arts and I loved music and 
wanted to study piano, but 
because my parents held 
strict religious beliefs, I 
wasn’t allowed to partici-
pate in any extra curricular 
activities, or studies. I did 
not return to any involve-
ment with the arts till I was 
an adult.”

Art had always been 
part of his life as it pro-
vided an escape from life’s 
“crazy realities,” he said.

“I grew up in an Argen-
tina plagued by political 
unrest and military dom-
ination. During my high 
school years, I participated 
in a nation-wide art compe-

tition and had the honour 
to receive first, second and 
third prizes for my submis-
sions. My early work was 
very different from what I

do now.  All the art I cre-
ated in Argentina has sadly 
been lost.” 

After high school, he 
said, his  family did not 
permit him to continue 
any kind of post secondary 
studies, so he was made to 
find a sensible day job. “I 
became tired of office life 
very quickly. It was boring 

and there was nothing ar-
tistic about it. Eventually I 
just quit.”

I was curious as to how 
he became a hair stylist.

He told me, “A good friend 
understood my problem 
and introduced me to bar-
bering, and within a year, I 
had my own small shop in 
Buenos Aries. The business 
became very successful 
and I expanded my ser-
vices to include women’s 
hair styling as well. I loved 
it because at last I had a 
chance to express myself 
artistically. I always con-
sidered hair my medium. 
Political unrest and the 
growing instability of life 
in Argentina prompted me 
to leave my homeland and 
try my luck making a life in 
a new country.”

At the age of 25, Daniel 
arrived in Canada, where 
he was able to build a suc-
cessful career as a hair styl-

ist, both in St. Catharines 
and internationally. His 
work as a hair stylist led 
him to become “a platform 
artist,” which took him 
to the four corners of the 
world and exposed him to 
all types of artistry, he said. 
“During this time, I was 
able to resume university 
studies and to fulfill my 
performing interests as a 
member of the Opera On-
tario Company.” 

Daniel also had expe-
rience as an actor. “Five 
years ago, I had the op-
portunity to spend a year 
as a performing mem-
ber of The Caravan Stage 
Company, an experimen-
tal theatre company that 
has performed worldwide 
for more than 40 years. 
This company of over 
100 performing artists 
travelled the east coast of 
North America from port 
to port, on board a 100-
foot Thames-style sailing 
barge. In the evenings, the 
barge was transformed 
into a stage for perfor-
mances while the audi-
ence enjoyed a circus-in-
spired show from seats on 
the shore.”

Daniel went back to 
university to study music, 
while still continuing vocal 
studies. Three years ago, 
plans were put on hold 
because of health issues, 

keeping him at home for 
long periods of time. This, 
however, allowed him to 
go back to the interest 
of his youth, painting, as 
there was nothing else to 
do. “I sat at home in front 
of empty canvases and 
painted whatever made me 
happy. I soon became very 
colour-driven in my art, as 
colour continued to bring 
happiness.” 

There is to be an ex-
hibition of Daniel’s art in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake at 
The Hare Wine Co., and he 
spoke with great happiness 
about the collection to be 
shown locally.

“I continue to be con-
sumed with my interest and 
love of painting. My cur-
rent work is the result of my 
passion for a style known as 
pointillism, a technique in 
which small, distinct dots 
of colour are applied to a 
canvas to form an image. 
The 20 pieces in this new 
exhibition are the result of 
my complete involvement 
with pointillism. My love 
of colour and joy for life are 
apparent as you experience 
my paintings.”

The Art of Daniel Aba-
die is at the winery on 769 
Niagara Stone Rd., Aug. 23, 
24 and 25, from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. There is an opportu-
nity to meet the artist each 
day from 4 to 6 p.m.

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

Daniel Abadie

I sat at home in front 
of empty canvases and painted 

whatever made me happy.
“ 

”
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Keri Cronin is pictured with her book Art for Animals: Visual Culture and Animal Advocacy, 1870–1914  in front of Frederick 
Arthur Verner’s Mastiff oil painting completed in 1891. Cronin’s Art for Animals discussion was recently held at the River-
Brink Art Museum.

Keri Cronin

They can have 
a place in activism, 

however, it’s important 
that they are used 

carefully.

“ 
”
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Art for animal advocacy at RiverBrink
Art, animals, compas-

sion and advocacy.
Keri Cronin, art histo-

rian and associate dean at 
Brock University, spoke of 
how these are connected 
at the Arts for Animals 
discussion held Saturday 
at the RiverBrink Art Mu-
seum in Queenston.

Last year, she published 
Art for Animals: Visual 
Culture and Animal Ad-
vocacy, 1870–1914. 

Her work ties in with 
one of the museum’s cur-
rent exhibitions, entitled 
Menagerie, which is a 
representation of animals 
in art history. The collec-
tion includes depictions of 
animals and birds by var-
ious artists, with assem-
bled prints, paintings and 
sculptures highlighting 
the complex relationships 
humans have with the nat-
ural world.

Cronin says she has 
great interest in animal 
rights, animal welfare and 
how people can make the 
world a better place for 
animals.

She says co-existence 
with animals, wild or do-
mestic, is important, espe-
cially with those who want 
to be activists for environ-

mental issues, which she 
sees in university students.

Art for Animals fo-
cused on pieces used for 
animal advocacy in the 
late 19th and early 20th 
centuries. Though the 
book focuses on research 
described as being “his-
torically grounded,” she 
says many of the issues are 
as relevant today as they 
have ever been.

In her presentation, 
Cronin shows and ex-
plains why a variety of 
paintings, advertising 
campaigns and print ar-
ticles depicted the role of 
art as “significant and cru-
cial to getting their point 
across,” and in changing 
minds and attitudes.

The animals she fo-
cused were dogs and 
horses — dogs because of 
their loyal companionship 
to people, and horses be-
cause of how they symbol-
ize  social status.

One example Cronin 
provided was animal wel-
fare advocates protesting 
the “fashionable crop-
ping” of a non-working 
horse’s tail. The cropped-
tail horses were featured 
in many paintings by Brit-
ish artist George Stubbs.

“Occasionally, the 
cropping would be very 

extreme, and it would ac-
tually hurt the horses by 
cutting into the bone,” she 
says. “But more often they 
were concerned with the 

fact that the horse couldn’t 
defend his or herself from 
things like flies and so it 
was very annoying, some-
times causing disease.”

Cronin says because 
paintings depicted the 
cropped tail as a status 
symbol, it became more 
“fashionable,” however, 
advocates saw this as suf-
fering.

It may have not been 
one of the “worst forms of 
animal cruelty,” she says, 
but is more about per-
spective and how the ad-
vocates viewed it. 

Print campaigns came 
in the form of publica-
tions, one of which was 
called the Band of Mercy 
Advocate. This magazine 
focused on humane edu-
cation and was a formal 
program, directed mostly 
to children, to be kind to 
animals. Adults were also 
educated through formal 
programs talking about 
how a cart horse should 
not be left out at night 
without a blanket when 
it’s cold and that dogs 
should have enough food 
and water. 

These campaigns 
helped people see animals 
not just as tools for trans-
portation or work, but 
as living, sensing beings 
“that get hungry, cold and 
scared,” she says. 

“Activists really drew 
on art to get their message 
across. They spent a lot of 
money and, in some cases, 
a lot of money they didn’t 
have.”

A lot of very famous 
painters had their work 
brought into these cam-
paigns, sometimes later in 
history, when they were 

not around to approve of 
it, she says.

In addition, many art 
pieces and pictures can 
and were taken out of the 
artist’s original context. 

“Once the original con-
text is put into a different 
context, new meanings 
can be made, which is a 
good reminder that mean-
ings of images aren’t stat-
ic.” Cronin says. There’s no 
universal way of reading 
a picture — the viewer 
and the context shape the 
meaning, she adds.

“Moving an image out 
of a gallery and putting it 
in a newspaper or mag-
azine, for instance, will 
change the way we engage 
with it.”

In current times, with 
graphic images being used 
in social media to raise 
awareness, Cronin says 
some viewers are trauma-
tized to the point where 
they don’t know what to 
think or do.

“They can have a place 
in activism, however, it’s 
important that they are 
used carefully. Then, by 
taking it one step further, 
following up with a pos-

itive story, such as a res-
cue, or figuring out a way 
to become involved,” she 
says.

Cronin’s research took 
her to Britain where a 
majority of the research 
was conducted at the Brit-
ish Library in London, 
and also to the Massa-
chusetts Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to  
Animals in Boston, New 
York City and Toronto.

The thought that 
piqued Cronin’s inter-
est was “how activists in

the past have used art, 
to tell stories about an-
imals and to try and 
make the world a kinder, 
gentler place for them.”

Cronin hopes readers 
of her book and discus-
sion participants think 
differently about how 
they portray animals  
and the overall relation-
ships with the people 
they share the planet 
with, no matter what en-
vironment – wild or do-
mesticated.

To learn more about 
Cronin’s research and 
writing initiatives, visit 
kericronin.com.

Jennifer Chornley
Special to The Local

905.468.2412

1573 Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil

Follow Us On #upacreek

We’ve Moved up the Creek to
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Music Niagara wraps up great 
21st festival

The Toronto All Star Big Band, of young musicians, played in the vineyards at Ravine Vineyards Estate Winery. (Cosmo 
Condino)

Music Niagara Festival, 
culturally rich and relevant, 
appeals to a broad range of 
musical tastes.   It wrapped 
up this weekend, after pre-
senting international and 
Canadian performers, 
but its roots are in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

I attended 19 of the 29 
concerts this year and ev-
ery single performance I 
saw was superb. Below are 
highlights of a few of my fa-
vourites.

I’ll never forget the 
sound of Timothy Chooi 
playing a rare Stradivarius 
violin with pianist Ben-
jamin Smith. The perfor-
mance was intimate, simple 
and extraordinary.  

Jazz great Heather Bam-
brick and her quintet lit up 

the stage at Pondview Estate 
Winery with an infectious 
performance that energized 
everyone at the show. The 
band enjoyed themselves as 
much as the audience, and 
it was a night everyone will 
remember.  

Last Night of the Proms 
was wonderful. Audience 
members turned up waving 
or wearing various forms of 
British flags, and sang along 
to their favourite British 
patriotic tunes. Present-
ing sponsor Elaine Mayo 
put everyone in the mood 
dressed as Britannia. 

The Toronto All Star Big 
Band featured young sing-
ers and musicians playing 
songs made popular in the 
1930s, 40s and 50s, long be-
fore any of them were born. 
Surrounded by local vine-
yards at Ravine Vineyard 
Estate Winery, they sang 

popular tunes made famous 
by The Andrews Singers 
and Frank Sinatra, as well as 
wartime-era songs that new 
audiences and musicians 
are discovering generations 
later.  

Hilario Duran intro-
duced concert goers to Af-
ro-Cuban music, a complex 
combination of Latino Jazz 
with Cuban French/Span-

Nancy Smith
Special to The Local

Continued on page 19

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT 
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour graphics 
optional. Include your Logo!

Prices starting at $20.  Deadline:  Monday 3 p.m.  
Call Anna 905-932-2518 or 

email: anna@notllocal.com

AA MEETING 
every 

Wednesday evening, 
at 8 p.m. to 

9 p.m. 
at 

St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St. 

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Visit us online at: 

www.notllocal.com

To advertise your event in 

LOCAL 
HAPPENINGS

Contact 
anna@notllocal.com

LOCAL HAPPENINGSLOCAL HAPPENINGS

FIRST ONTARIO PERFORMING
ARTS CENTRE

The Foster Festival presents  
BESIDE MYSELF - a musical

July 31 to August 17
www.FirstOntarioPAC.ca

ART & FASHION LECTURE 
SERIES AT THE MUSEUM

August 15 @ 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

Indigenous Fashion Revolution – Angela DeMontigny, 
an Indigenous Canadian fashion designer of Cree-Mé-
tis heritage. Presented in partnership with Kakekalan-
icks Indigenous Consulting Company. Tickets are $10 
for the general public or free for Niagara Historical So-
ciety Members.  Please reserve at contact@nhsm.ca 
as seating is limited.

20TH ANNUAL FIFE &  
DRUM MUSTER AND 

SOLDIERS’ FIELD DAY
August 17 & 18 @ 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Join the Fife and Drum Corps and infantry units from 
historic sites across Canada and the United States 
as they converge on Fort George, showcasing the 
military music and drills of the early 19th century. 
This weekend-long event has become an annual 
tradition at Fort George, and is packed with 
firepower demonstrations, music and entertainment.  
A special event rate applies. For more information, 
call Parks Canada at 905-468-6614.

Meridian Credit Union
1567 Niagara Stone Road, Virgil

$8 per banker’s box (20” x 12” x 10”), 
or 3 boxes for $20

*Staples and paperclips accepted, but not 3-ring binders, alligator clips or thick plastic

All proceeds go to support the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Community Palliative Care Service

A big THANK YOU to 
MERIDIAN CREDIT UNION 

for continuing to support this event!

Saturday, 
August 17, 2019 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
or until trucks are full

Looking for a way to dispose of those confidential 
documents and personal papers?

CORKS, 19 Queen St. in Old Town, NOTL
Friday, August 23rd 

Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Show starts at 8 p.m.
$20 per ticket - Please call 289-668-0482 or 

head to http://sspniagara.eventbrite.ca

Celebrating 
the music of 

CREEDENCE 
CLEARWATER 

REVIVAL

Sunday, August 18

www.ccchurch.ca

Message:  
Sabrina Wiens

Kids Programming  
Ages 5 & under

Sunday Worship  
at 10 a.m. at 434 Hunter Rd.

Offices at  
1570 Niagara Stone Rd.

ST. DAVIDS- 
QUEENSTON

UNITED CHURCH
1453 York Road, St. Davids

905-262-5242
stdavids-queenstonuc.ca
Minister: Rev. Rick Hawley
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m.

Come and 
celebrate God’s 
love for us all anna@notllocal.com

To advertise 
your 

WORSHIP 
SERVICES
in this section, 
please contact: 

LOCAL WORSHIPLOCAL WORSHIP

Young violinist Reed Trudel poses with Timothy Chooi at his 
Music Niagara Festival. (Nancy Smith)
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PUZZLE ANSWERS

SUDOKU PUZZLE

May the peace that comes  
from the memories of a love  

shared, comfort you. 
            Remember them with  
                   a Loving Tribute.

Contact: anna@notllocal.com or call 905-932-2518

IN MEMORIAN

HELP WANTED

Seeger Farms Ltd. is looking to fill full-time 
positions from Feb-Sept 2020, for our Niagara-
on-the-Lake vineyards. Applicants must be 
willing to work a minimum of 40 hours per week, 
including weekends if necessary, in all weather 
conditions at $14/hour. Duties include pruning, 
tying, hoeing, replanting, suckering and thinning. 
No education or work experience required, but 
would be an asset. Own transportation required. 
Please send resume to Seeger Farms Ltd., 
15570 Niagara Parkway, Niagara-on-the-Lake, 
ON L0S 1J0. Only applicants to be interviewed 
will be contacted. 

LOCAL CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL CLASSIFIEDS
Visit us online at: 

www.notllocal.comClassified deadline:  
Mondays at 3 p.m.

Contact: 
anna@notllocal.com

FUNERAL SERVICES

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Across: 
1 Urban air pollution problem
5 That’s in Paris
9 Prim
14 Formerly French Sudan
15 E.g. Rice, Harvard (Abbr.)
16 Snake vulnerable to the  
 mongoose
17 Not dissimilar
18 Salespeople
19 Syrian dynasty
20 Padre (Abbr.)
21 Prepares for war
22 Roughly speaking
23 Traditional voting day
25 West Atlantic international grp.
26  Flat panel TV type
29 Ankle injury
30 Parking area
31 Doozie
32 Undersides
34 2,000 lbs
35 Foundation
38 Tear
39 Shorthand inventor John  
 Robert ---
40 --- calling!
41 Maturity
43 Stiff sentence
44 Missions (Abbr.)

45 Goad
49 Banned insecticide
50 Distress message
51 Chivvied
52 Comedians
54 Drugs (Abbr.)
55 Threat to fighters
56 Alan Ladd gunfighter role
58 Loopy
59 D-Day beach
60 Main artery
61 Piece for two
62 “Time --- My Side” (The  
 Rolling Stones)
63 Awesome
64 Stack
65 Fix

Down:
1 Mental ability
2 Bury the hatchet
3 Director/producer --- Stone
4 Kind of rummy
5 Small seedless raisin
6 Foe
7 Drinks slowly
8 Corner consoles?
9 Operation mementos
10 Decide with a coin
11 Pure

12 Plan sponsored by Sen.  
 William Roth
13 Family guy
21 Spanish farewell
22 Stable food
24 Californian pine
25 Vavavoom
27 Block
28 Ordure
30 Lower abdomen
31 Pantry
33 Ensnares
35 Hairless
36 Keen
37 Computer code
39 Attendees
41 Low sounds?
42 Out with a potential partner
46 Neglect
47 Pressurize
48 Comet finder --- Halley
50 Bargain
51 German philosopher
53 Cosmopolitan (Abbr.)
54 Second-largest Hawaiian  
 island
56 Nordic airline
57 By what means?
58 National economic indicator
59 Actor --- Carrey

Across: 1 Smog, 5 C’est, 9 Staid, 14 Mali, 15 Univ, 16 
Cobra, 17 Akin, 18 Reps, 19 Assad, 20 Rev, 21 Arms, 
22 Or so, 23 Tuesday, 25 O A S, 26 L C D, 29 Sprain, 
30 Lot, 31 Lulu, 32 Bottoms, 34 A ton, 35 Basis, 38 
Rip, 39 Gregg, 40 Avon, 41 Manhood, 43 Life, 44 Ops, 
45 Needle, 49 DDT, 50 S O S, 51 Harried, 52 Wits, 
54 Meds, 55 S A M, 56 Shane, 58 Gaga, 59 Juno, 60 
Aorta, 61 Duet, 62 Is on, 63 Swell, 64 Pile, 65 Mend. 

Down: 1 Smarts, 2 Make up, 3 Oliver, 4 Gin, 5 Currant, 
6 Enemy, 7 Sips, 8 TVs, 9 Scars, 10 Toss, 11 Absolute, 
12 I R A, 13 Dad, 21 Adios, 22 Oats, 24 Sabine, 25 
Oomph, 27 Clog, 28 Dung, 30 Loins, 31 Larder, 
33 Traps, 35 Bald, 36 Avid, 37 Software, 39 Goers, 
41 Moos, 42 On a date, 46 Disuse, 47 Lean on, 48 
Edmond, 50 Steal, 51 Hegel, 53 Int’l, 54 Maui, 56 S A S, 
57 How, 58 G D P, 59 Jim. 

Niagara’s Premier Affordable Funeral Alternative

Compassionate Service 
for Considerably Less

Typical Savings of 30-50% 
Vs. Traditional Service Providers
 Memorial Service   Traditional Funeral 

 Graveside Service   Immediate Cremation    Celebration Of Life
Serving the entire Niagara Region

1-52 Scott Street West, St. Catharines
(between Ontario Street & South Service Road)

info@CCBSCares.ca  •  289-362-1144  •  CCBSCares.ca

Holly  
Prince-Jensen

Licenced 
Funeral Director

Bruce Keating 
McClelland

Licenced 
Funeral Director

Earn extra cash  
by selling your 

unwanted items in 
our CLASSIFIEDS. 

contact: 
anna@notllocal.com

Deadline: 
Mondays at 3 p.m.
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Expect Beethoven and contemporaries in 2020
ish/African influences. The 
audience was mesmerized 
by his extraordinary skill as 
a pianist and composer, and 
enjoyed the great quartet 
accompanying him, includ-
ing sultry vocalist Adis Ro-
driguez.

The season finale, All 
Beethoven, was spectacu-
lar. The audience clapped 
throughout the program 
and gave the performers a 
roaring standing ovation. I 
asked Artistic Director Atis 
Bankas  (who played in the 
concert) what made it so 
special:

“What makes musicians 
most happy is to see the 
concert hall fully occupied, 
sensing audience’s listening 
intensity, and the collective 
urge to applaud as an ex-
pression of great satisfac-
tion with music and per-
formance,” Bankas said. “All 
these things were present at 
the final concert of Music 
Niagara Festival’s 21st sea-
son. Since we are entering 
the 2020 season celebrating 

Ludwig’s 250th anniversa-
ry, I’m looking forward to 
many more concerts with 
the same enthusiasm and 
appreciation from our ever 
growing audiences.”

During Beethoven’s 
lifetime, Bankas said, audi-
ences were expressing their 
appreciation, support and 
enthusiasm by clapping be-
tween movements. If the 
applause continued, the 
performers would repeat 
the same movement again, 
before continuing with the 
remaining movements.

“This is my official per-
mission to do so for works of 
Beethoven and his contem-
poraries in the upcoming 
22nd season of the Music 
Niagara Festival. On behalf 
of all the musicians, I want 
to thank all the audiences 
for their support and en-
thusiasm that have attended 
this season’s concerts.”

Music Niagara’s sig-
nature concert series has 
ended, but stay tuned for 
news on upcoming perfor-
mances, including the Dec. 
8 Toronto All Star Big Band 
Christmas Concert.

Continued from page 17

BLUEBERRIES • BLACKBERRIES

Still OPEN during construction!  
    Just past the 2nd “ROAD CLOSED” sign on Line 1!

Pick Your Own 
or Already Picked 

BLUEBERRIES
1007 Line 1 @ Con. 3
Niagara-on-the-Lake
Diana & Edward DeMarco

905.468.8162

289-690-3899
NOTLcarservice@

gmail.com

Airports, Wine Tours, 
Functions etc.

Based in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake

NIAGARA PRIVATE CAR SERVICE
- tires
- brakes
- oil changes
- exhaust
- suspension

FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

CAUGHILL AUTO
256 EAST WEST LINE, VIRGIL 

905-934-1941

• Experienced Professional Driver
• Airports and Out of Town

• Theatre, Shopping, Dining, Wine Tours
• Competitive Rates

Phone: 1.365.880.1847
Local Resident

TRIPS AND RIDES
To advertise 

your company in

LOCAL 
BUSINESS

Contact: 
anna@notllocal.com 

or 905.932.2518

Attention to detail with 
the customer in mind

Painting by Steve

office: 289-723-6498 or cell: 905-630-7630
paintedbysteve@gmail.com

• Over 20 Years Experience
• Interior/Exterior Painting

• Drywall Repairs
• Low Rates, Fully Insured

Call today for your FREE estimate!

LOCAL BUSINESSLOCAL BUSINESS
Elaine Mayo as Britannia at Last Night of the Proms at St. 
Mark’s Church. (Nancy Smith)

The Toronto All Star Big Band plays under a tent at Ravine Vineyards Estate Winery.  (Cosmo Condino)  

 Young singers perform with The Toronto All Star Big Band at Ravine Vineyards Estate Winery. (Cosmo Condino)
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