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Maarten and Susan Muste in Maarten’s garden, with grandkids Addy and Ezra Reeve, who live next door. (Penny Coles)

Vegetable garden
brings pleasure to
family, friends and
the community

Penny Coles
The Local

Susan and Maarten Muste
say they are living a good life,
although it’s not how they envi-
sioned this stage of their lives,
which changed one summer
evening in 2010, when a col-
lision left Maarten in a wheel-
chair.

But they have a large, lov-
ing family, great support from
their church community and a
large garden behind the house
where Maarten loves to work,
doing more than they ever
thought he would be able to.
And the abundance of produce
he grows is shared with family,
friends and the community,
bringing pleasure to many.

The couple still live in the
house built by Maarten and his
father, into which they moved
shortly after their marriage.

Now, with four adult chil-
dren and six grandchildren

— three girls and three boys,
ranging in age from eight to
three and a half — they are now
alone in their beautiful home
on Concession 2, but have fam-
ily close by — their daughter
Nicole and her husband Mar-
tin Reeve live right next door
with their two children. Derek,
the youngest, lives around the
corner on Larkin Road with his
wife, Chelsea, and Heather, the
oldest, lives in St. Catharines.
Jessica has moved to Jackson-
ville with her husband, but
there are regular visits back and
forth.

Behind their home, in addi-
tion to about 60 acres of grapes,
they have a very large vegeta-
ble garden, which has become
Maarten's pride and joy — and
an accomplishment that would
have seemed impossible 13
years ago.

When Susan says their life is

Continued on page 5

Canopy Growth greenhouses believed to be sold

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Niagara-on-the-Lake was
once home to what was tout-
ed as the largest medicinal
marijuana-growing operation
in the world.

Canopy Growth closed its
Tweed location on Concession
5 in 2021, a property with one
million square feet of indoor
greenhouse space that opened
in 2014.

And finally, after sitting
empty for several years, the
website of real estate firm Avi-
son Young says the property,
with a listing price of more
than $32 million, has been
sold.

An online website that lists
property transfers indicates it
sold for $21,800,000 in May, to
a company that grows mush-
rooms — neither the realty
company or Canopy Growth
responded to calls or emails to
confirm that information.

Angus Foreman, the man

who originally purchased the
Concession 5 greenhouses
and received Health Canada’s
permit to grow medical mari-
juana, told The Local that with
the exception of the more re-
cently built greenhouse added
to the range, the range was not
best-suited for growing can-
nabis.

He later sold the operation
to Canopy Growth, and said
he would expect it to be pur-
chased by a produce or flower
operation,

He thought it unlikely, he

said, that another cannabis
producer would purchase it,
because growing the crop has
turned out to be not very eco-
nomical.

Coun. Erwin Wiens, who
has been a local grape grower
for 26 years, said he has heard
the former Canopy Growth
site had been purchased, but
not who bought it.

It appears interest in
growing cannabis, medicinal
or recreational, has dried up
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, as the
Canopy Growth facility is the

only legal one to have ever set
up shop within the municipal
boundary, said Marah Minor,
spokesperson for the town.
Minor said the municipali-
ty is unaware of what might be
moving into the greenhouses.
“The town is not aware of
any current operations at this
site;” she said. “There are no
formal applications for this
property at the current time”
When the operation, orig-
inally known as Park Lane
Farm when Foreman started
it, and then Tweed Farms un-

der Canopy Growth took over,
opened in NOTL, there were
only a couple of other legal
medicinal cannabis operations
in Canada, tightly controlled
by Health Canada, and since
it closed nobody else has come
forward looking to grow can-
nabis in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
“The town has not re-
ceived any inquiries for po-
tential growers in Niagara-
on-the-Lake,” Minor said.
Once Canopy was already

Continued on page 8
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Dlscussmns about unexploded ordnance on Lakeshore continue

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

New information from the
federal government has come
forward about the history of a
property in Niagara-on-the-Lake
where there is a potential risk for
unexploded ordnance. And it ap-
pears that risk is here to stay.

The Department of Nation-
al Defence told The Local that it
will be impossible to determine if
there are unexploded military de-
vices within two sewage lagoons
that are part of a former water
treatment plant that sits in the vi-
cinity of a field formerly used as a
military training ground.

The properties were part of
a recent report considered by
Niagara Regions public works
committee, asking that the federal
government assist financially with
the clean-up of the property, but
locals who remember the history
of the site said they thought it had
already been cleaned up, and one
group is trying to get it open to the
public as greenspace.

The region has been leasing
the property from Parks Canada
since it built the first Lakeshore
Road sewage treatment plant, de-
commissioned when the new one
was built on property beside it,
also belonging to Parks Canada.

Regional staff are dealing with
what was news to them — that
they are now responsible for clean-
ing up unexploded ordnance.

The DND told The Local
that the lagoons on that proper-
ty are the only piece of the area
that needs attention — and that
they can't be remediated of any

possible explosives.

A survey was conducted in
2008 that sought out any ord-
nance, explosives that did not
explode or function as intended,
including the former water treat-
ment plant property before a new
one eventually replaced it when
it opened in 2020. No ordnance
was found during that investi-
gation, said DND spokesperson
Andree-Anne Poulin.

But that survey, along with
another in 2011, did not include
the sewage lagoons.

“Due to the water depth and
small magnetic signature” of po-
tential unexploded devices, it is
“not possible to investigate” for
ordnance in the sewage lagoons,
said Poulin.

But the lagoons cant be re-
mediated and the federal gov-
ernment, through DND, believes
the region needs to take measures
while taking the old treatment
plant out of service.

Poulin said there is no require-
ment for any special ordance-
related precautions at the site
except for the sewage lagoons,
and that “nothing has changed”
since previous probes in the area
of the new water treatment plant.

“The probability of coming
across a UXO (unexploded ex-
plosive ordnance) and causing it
to unintentionally function while
decommissioning the sewage la-
goons is remote, but not zero. The
decommissioning plan for the
lagoons will need to take that into
account, added Poulin.

How should the region han-
dle the possibility of potentially
dangerous ordnance when shut-
ting down the lagoons for good?

“With regards to recom-

mended precautions, our advice
to the regional municipality is to
investigate options for decommis-
sioning the lagoons that do not in-
volve disturbing the sludge where
UXO may be present; said Poulin.

An area of about 23.1 hect-
ares was transferred from Parks
Canada and the Department of
National Defence to build the
two existing lagoons in 1965.
This piece of land is currently in
the hands of the region, said the
recent public works report, and
needs to be restored and turned
back to Parks Canada.

An additional 3.7 hectares
of land west of that property was
leased from Parks Canada to fa-
cilitate construction of the existing
mechanical and chemical facili-
ties, including aeration lagoons.

Together, two parcels — the
old treatment plant and the DND
property, formerly a rifle range, on
its eastern border, represent the
area to be decommissioned. West
of the new treatment plant is Niag-
ara Shores Park, officially ofF-limits
to the public, but used regularly.

Asked why a need to rid the
property of any potential ord-
nance wasnt top of mind when
the new water treatment plant was
built, Niagara Region communi-
cations consultant Janet Rose said
that given the significant amount
of time that has passed since the
lagoons and associated buildings
were commissioned, staft today
cannot be certain of the assessed
condition of the site at that time,
“nor what was considered in the
decision to proceed with the proj-
ect”

She said it was known that
the DND had conducted training
activities in the area and that ord-

nance could be present, but there
was no documented risk that pre-
vented proceeding at the time.

It was not until the results
of the most recent assessment
that the “medium” level of risk
was revealed to the region, along
with the remote possibility of
ordnance being present, which
if not handled correctly, “would
have the potential to cause a cat-
astrophic event”

The regions request to the fed-
eral government is to provide fi-
nancial aid and assistance in man-
aging potential ordnance on the
property, or that the government
accepts return of the land in an “as
is” condition for Parks Canada to
remediate.

Or if the DND determines re-
mediation is not feasible for Parks
Canada to undertake, the region
is requesting that an agreement
be made with the federal gov-
ernment to accept the return of
the land in “as is” condition, said
Rose.

The region currently has an
available budget of $2 million for
the project. This funding is “con-
sidered sufficient” to undertake
the revised Phase 1 decommis-
sioning works, which now incor-
porates the removal of all equip-
ment, fixtures and appurtenances
from buildings and process tanks
within the existing site and leav-
ing the emptied and decommis-
sioned facility on site, said Rose.

The region had a previous ap-
proved budgeted of $10 million
for decommissioning and resto-
ration construction for the entire
project site.

“Due to the more recent chang-
es in the situation, the project was
not proceeding within the original
planned schedule of the regions
funds being held for the project;
said Rose, adding it was decided in
2022 that a portion of that budget
would fund another capital project.

If future changes to the scope
of the decommissioning works
are required, the region will “re-
consider the budget allocation as
needed in future capital budgets,”

said Rose.

The property is located on
the shore of Lake Ontario near
the mouth of the Niagara River,
and covers an area of more than
121 hectares.

Originally acquired in 1908
by DND, the lands were trans-
ferred in 1947 to what is now
Parks Canada.

In 1982, 23 hectares were
transferred to Niagara Region for
use asa sewage lagoon, and an ad-
ditional 3.6 hectares was leased to
the region for the operation of a
wastewater treatment plant locat-
ed at 1699 Lakeshore Rd.

Until 2000, the balance of the
property was used by DND un-
der lease agreement for summer
militia training which included
two rifle ranges, a pistol range,
a rocket range, a grenade range
and a tank training and maneu-
vering area. There is also a small
area to the west known as Niaga-
ra Shores, administered by Parks
Canada.

There has been a push from
people in the community, most-
ly from a group called Harmony
Residents, to preserve the land in
its natural state and to see it used
by the public.

“Parks Canada remains com-
mitted to discussing the future of
the property,” said Parks Canada
spokesperson Julia Greevic. She
also notes “there are still many steps
that need to be undertaken before
transfer of the land can take place”

Ron Dale is a local historian
and author who was superintendent
of Niagara national historic sites for
Parks Canada from 1992 to 2013.

Other than Niagara Shores
park, he said, the former
DND property is fenced with
locked gates so any public use of
the property requires the scaling
of the fence.

Very few locals use the land
to walk their dogs or simply
hike. Niagara Shores is accessible
to the public with the entrance-
way near the new sewage treat-
ment plant.

He said the military had rifle,
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pistol, and grenade ranges at the
eastern side. Mortars and rock-
ets were fired there, and explosive
items like artillery simulators and
thunder flashes were also used at
times during infantry training,

“However, the primary use was
for rifle, submachine gun and pistol
training,” he explained in an email
to The Local. He believes there is a
“high” potential for live blank am-
munition dropped during training
exercises and a “much lesser chance
of dropped live rounds with bullets”

Unexploded grenades from
the First World War era and un-
exploded mortar bombs are pos-
sible, he added.

He claims suspected unex-
ploded devices have been found
on site near the lagoon and ex-
ploded by military or police
bomb disposal teams.

The devices were blown up
with another explosive charge,
which made it “impossible to de-
termine if the suspected ordnance
was live or inert]” he told The Lo-
cal

Niagara Shores Park, he add-
ed, is already open to the public
and has been for several decades.
“At one time you could drive right
into a parking area by the lake”
said Dale.

However, vandalism, cutting
down trees, dumping refuse and
other abuse led to the locking of
the gate, allowing pedestrian but
not vehicle access, he said.

“The area of the new sewage
treatment plant is not an area
where it would be likely to find
UXOs but that remains a possibil-
ity for the rest of the land east of
the new treatment plant}’ he said.

Also, about 100 bodies from
the War of 1812 are most likely
buried somewhere on the prop-
erty and extensive archaeology
would be required if any infra-
structure, such as parking lots or
trails, were developed, said Dale.

Finn Madsen, a longtime
member of Harmony Residents,
questions why the possibility of un-
exploded ordnance has resurfaced,
especially when there was ample
opportunity to comb for it when
the treatment plants were built.

But he is also hopeful Parks
Canada and the region can col-
laborate to come up with a plan
to keep public access at Niagara
Shores Park, as well as other ares of
open space in the vicinity.

They could “construct a park
with proper commemoration for
those who fought the war on the
property;” he said, referring to it
being a battleground in the War
of 1812.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa said
he believes the issue of potential
unexploded military devices on the
property might be getting revisited
because there is a “different stan-
dard” today related to public safety
than when the last studies were con-
ducted years ago. “In the modern
times we'e in, theres more of a cau-
tious approach to things;” he said.

Its important to “take every
precaution necessary to deter-
mine what the next steps are]
said Zalepa.

He hopes a reasonable path
forward can be found, perhaps
creating a “very passive eco-park
that the public can use comfort-
ably. I know many people in the
community want to see that”
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Beveloper proceeding with plans for hotel, conference centre

Penny Coles
The Local

The town has received an
application from  developer
Rainer Hummel to convert the
Phillips Estate, once an elegant
summer home for wealthy
Americans, to a hotel develop-
ment with 81 rooms.

The proposal is to use ad-
joining lots bordering Simcoe
Street to add two new three-
storey and four-storey hotel
sections that will connect to the
historic home at the corner of
Queen and Mississagua Streets.

The estate has passed
through many hands, from the
early prominent citizens who
originally owned portions of the
property; to the Americans who
first built the summer home, and
then through generations who
have renovated and added to it
over the years.

It has been owned by Hum-
mel since 2003, who has since

had portions of the estate desig-
nated under the Ontario Heri-
tage Act.

The documents prepared
for the designation process say
the estate and property “rep-
resent a significant example
of the type of elegant sum-
mer properties constructed by
wealthy Americans who spent
their summers in Niagara-
on-the-Lake during the heyday
of the grand summer estates
that sprang up in the town in
the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies”

“The landscape setting, in-
cluding the greenhouse and the
specimen trees located through-
out the property, is an integral
defining element of the proper-
ty, marking it as one of the few
remaining significant summer
estates in Niagara-on-the-Lake”

The bylaw prepared to des-
ignate the property describes
the building as “an amalga-
mation of a number of revival

Rainer Hummel inside the historic Phillips Estate, at the corner
of Mississagua and Queen Streets, in March 2020. He was then
restoring it as a 75-room hotel. (File photo)

styles, including neo-Classical
Revival and neo-Greek Reviv-
al, with generous, light-filled
reception rooms, spacious bed-
rooms, screened porches and a
multiplicity of fireplaces”

In a 2020 interview, Hum-
mel told The Local that when
he purchased the property he
had planned to turn the estate
into an upscale 24-room ho-
tel, with a restaurant and spa.
He expected to market it to the
wealthy tourists he envisioned
coming to town for what was
then dubbed Project Niagara —
amusic festival to be held on the
Lakeshore Road DND lands —
until the principals behind the
project put a halt to it in 2010.

His next plan was to ren-
ovate the estate as a home for
himself, his then-wife and
young children, but that was
also abandoned as their mar-
riage dissolved, he said.

By 2020, he had a plan
for a 75-room hotel that in-
cluded the main building and
coach house, an outdoor-
indoor spa, a pool, three dining
areas, two outdoor eating spac-
es and a conference centre on
the top floor of a three-and-a-
half storey annex, which would
have stretched from the original
building to Simcoe Street — all
upscale and impressive. He was
clear that he would need town
approval before proceeding.

Then, in December 2021,
Hummel put the estate up for
sale, telling The Local that after
almost two decades of trying to
be a good custodian of one of
the most prestigious landmark
intersections in town, he was

The Phillips Estate now has a sign giving notice of a proposal that involves Official Plan and zon-
ing bylaw amendments to proceed with an 81-room hotel. (Mike Balsom)

ready to see it go to someone
who would complete its resto-
ration. He said he would like
to see his vision of a boutique
hotel eventually realized, but it
wouldn't be by him.

Hummel was not ready to
speak publicly this week about
his change of heart, as the notice
for potential Official Plan and
zoning bylaw amendments was
posted on the property for the
public to see.

He told The Local he would
comment after the staff report
hasbeen circulated, which won't
be until after the upcoming
public meeting and open house.

The notice says an 81-room
hotel is proposed, with restau-

rants, a multi-use conference
area, rooftop deck, spa facilities
and underground parking. The
requested amendments include
the two new sections of four sto-
reys and three storeys, to a max-
imum 16-metre height, con-
necting to the existing building.

The zoning bylaw amend-
ment proposes to change the
existing general commercial
site specific zoning related to
permitted uses, lot frontage, lot
area, building setbacks, building
height, parking requirements,
loading spaces and buffer strip
requirements abutting residen-
tial uses.

The notice explains that first
avirtual open house will be held

on Sept. 11 at 5 p.m.

A public meeting, which
can be attended either virtually
or in person, will be held Oct. 3
at 6 p.m. to also gather informa-
tion and provide input regard-
ing zoning and Official Plan
amendments.

To participate electronical-
ly at the open house or public
meeting, register in advance
with Denise Horne, heritage
planner  (denise.horne@notl.
com or 905-468-6441), prior to
noon on Monday; Sept. 11.

Register for the public meet-
ing with the clerks department
(clerks@notl.com or 905-468-
3266) prior to noon on Monday,
Oct. 2.

Kim Elltoft**

Randall Armstrong**
Victoria Bolduc*...
Philip Bowron*
Nicole Vanderperk

507 MISSISSAUGA STREET
$2,179,000

MLS 40469293 e Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

450 JOHNSON STREET

$2,850,000

MLS 40454536 e Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

Christopher Bowron***

1994 Limited Real Estate Brokerage

905-327-6704
... 905-380-8011
... 905-651-2977
... 905-941-3726
... 905-348-7626
905-941-4585

The Highest Total Volume of
Local Sales for the Past Decade

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

31 ALBERT STREET

$480,000

MLS 40462104 e Cheryl Carmichael

28 ABERDEEN LANE

$1,398,000

MLS 40448042 e Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

Viviane Elltoft*
Thomas Elitoft*.
Jane Elltoft**
Cheryl Carmichael
Linda Williams™*
Caroline Polgrabia

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205

223 REGENT STREET

$1,800/MONTH
MLS 40456170 e Viviane Elitoft and Jane Elltoft

7-25 SORENSEN COURT

$1,075,000

MLS 40433138 » Thomas Elltoft and Ricky Watson

905-988-7494
.. 905-380-8012
.. 905-988-8776
.. 905-941-0276
.. 905-401-4240

289-257-6063

e St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

Patricia Atherton*
Weston Miller*....
Ricky Watson*

**Broker of Record

20 CONFEDERATION DRIVE

$1,399,000

MLS 40449281 e Nicole Vanderperk
and Christopher Bowron

4 LUTHER AVENUE

$729,000
MLS 40375616  Caroline Polgrabia and Patricia Atherton

** Broker *Sales Representative

905-933-4983
. 289-213-8681
905-246-3387




4 August 30, 2023

THE NOTLOpent

notllocal.com ——

Zalepa says town can meet provincial housing targets
‘Strong mayor power’ not necessary in NOTL

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Niagara-on-the-Lake
Lord Mayor Gary Zale-
pa doesn't anticipate Premier
Doug Ford will be offering

him strong-mayor status any
time soon, nor does he think
it is the solution to creating
better access to housing for
people in the province.
During the Association of
Municipalities Ontario con-

ference last week, Ford an-
nounced that hed hand these

powers to 21 smaller-town
mayors by Oct. 15 if they
agreed to meet housing tar-
gets set by the province and
outline a strategy to hit their
goal.

Cities with strong mayor
powers will also be eligible for
extra cash from a new $1.2

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa

billion “Building Faster Fund”
if theyre on track to meet a
specific number.

Through Niagara Re-
gions most recent official
plan,  Niagara-on-the-Lake
has been tasked with creating
1,150 new units by 2051, with
25 per cent going in areas that
are already built up and ser-
viced, Zalepa explained in an
interview with The Local.

“Niagara-on-the-Lake is
not one of those communi-
ties that’s really needing to rev
up its housing stock;” he said,
adding that the new homes
to be built could be placed
in any of the five villages that
make up the town.

The entire town sits with-
in the Greenbelt, an area Ford
recently said will be open for
development, which has been
faced with heavy criticism.

A lot of land in town is
zoned agricultural and is con-
sidered specialty cropland, or
is already built up, said Zale-
pa.

Ford first introduced
strong mayor powers — only
to Toronto and Ottawa — af-
ter the June 2022 election.

In June 2023, the pro-
vincial government gave the
powers to nearly 30 other
municipalities with project-
ed populations of at least
100,000 by 2031, part of the
province’s work to build 1.5
million homes by that time.

The latest expansion in-
volves cities with a population
of at least 50,000 by 2031.

Through its official plan
adopted in 2022, Niagara
Region is planning to accom-
modate a minimum pop-
ulation of 694,000 people
and 272,000 jobs by 2051.
This represents an increase
of over 200,000 people and
85,000 jobs compared to
2021, reads the plan.

It also forecasts that
Niagara-on-the-Lake ~ will
have a population of 28,900
and 17,610 jobs by 2051.

The town’s current popu-
lation is about 20,000.

Zalepa said its not red
tape or local governments
getting in the way of expand-
ing the housing supply.

“I believe there’s more of
an impact in the supply of
housing than simply the mu-
nicipalities holding back;” he
said, explaining the economy
is in the drivers seat, such as
the rising cost of materials
due to inflation.

One factor that seems
to get less attention than it
should when the lack of hous-
ing in Ontario is discussed is
how much less upper levels
of government invest in in-
frastructure compared to de-
cades ago, he explained.

After the Second World
War and into the 1960s, Za-
lepa said upper governments

invested in about 60 per
cent of infrastructure proj-
ects in communities. To-
day, it's about 10 per cent, he
told The Local.

“Therés no modern-
day equivalent of that”
said Zalepa.

“We have not invested
in our infrastructure like we
have in the past”

The lord mayor said he
believes the target set for the
town by 2051 is one that “can
be met reasonably,” but that
it will also involve “dialogue
with the community” on how
to achieve it properly.

The new mayoral pow-
ers include the ability to set
budgets, veto bylaws and pass
bylaws with just one-third of
their council’s support — only
if these bylaws deal with pro-
vincial priorities such as get-
ting more housing built. May-
ors will also have the power to
appoint senior civil servants.

In July 2023, Municipal
Affairs and Housing Minister
Steve Clark sent a letter to the
municipalities involved in the
latest expansion asking them
to set their own “locally ap-
propriate” housing targets.

That was a  big
change from the bigger mu-
nicipalities, which had tar-
gets imposed on them by the
province.

With files from The Trilli-
um (Village Media)
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§upport from church community ‘mind-boggling’

Continued from page 1

not what she would have imag-
ined, she is referring to life after
the trip home from their Pem-
broke cottage in 2010. Maarten
was driving, Susan reading a
book, their dog asleep between
them, when their truck was
T-boned by a young man who,
just for a moment, wasn't pay-
ing attention. Their truck rolled
down an embankment into a
field of grain, and then burst
into flames.

Susan recounts the details of
that collision very matter-of-fact-
ly, as if she has done it many
times before — and she has.

When the truck came to a
stop, she and Maarten told each
other they were fine, although
he said he couldnt move his
legs. The truck was still run-
ning, the doors locked, says
Susan. “T somehow got out of
the pick-up — I really didn't
remember how?”

Their two friends who had
been at the cottage with them
were driving behind with Derek,
and they pulled over and came
running down the hill to help.

Although  they  knew
Maarten shouldnt be moved,
the truck had burst into flames,
and leaving him in it wasn't an
option — they pulled him out.

They were on Hwy 28
outside of Peterborough, says
Susan, and once emergency
vehicles arrived, Maarten was
air-lifted in a helicopter and tak-
en to St. Michael's Hospital in
Toronto, Derek with him, then
transferred to Toronto Western.

Susan was taken to Peter-
borough to be stitched up —
her arm was badly cut — and
their friends, Wilf and Judy
Giesbrecht, stayed with her,
driving her to be with Maarten
in Toronto as soon as she was
able to leave the hospital.

That was a Sunday evening,
and Monday morning, Susan
was asked to sign to permit
surgery for Maarten — the
three options, she was told,
“were that he would make it
through surgery, be completely
paralyzed, or not make it. Of
course I had to sign,” she says.
She remains grateful to this day
to Dr. Stephen Lewis, a spinal

cord specialist, for what he was
able to do for Maarten.

Her next step that morning
was to call Cornerstone Com-
munity Church to say “we need
people praying for us”

Friends and family came,
she says, “and we had such a
huge outpouring of support it
was amazing”

There was even a banner
at the church asking the com-
munity to “pray for Susan and
Maarten”

And they would need
it during the following six
months — Maarten didnt
come home for good until De-
cember 2010.

The surgery had been a
huge success — although a
setback just days after meant a
second surgery was necessary,
Susan says. It too was successful.

After four or five weeks
of Maartens passive therapy,
Susan at his side, helping him
— she stayed in a hotel room
within walking distance of the
hospital — a nurse noticed his
right big toe move slightly.

His doctor was called, and
Maarten was able to move his
toe again — that was a huge
accomplishment after so long
with no movement in his legs
— and after six weeks of slow-
ly gaining more movement, he
was moved to Lyndhurst Cen-
tre, also in Toronto, for rehabil-
itation. Susan was able to rent a
room nearby.

At that time, their kids were
driving back and forth for visits,
and Derek had quit his job to
look after the farm — Maarten
had been a part-time truck
driver for Mori Nurseries while
operating the grape farm he had
taken over from his father.

But as Maarten was in re-
hab, their lives took another
unexpected turn due to Susan's
health problems.

Before the collision, she
had been to her doctor because
she was having problems with
her arm falling asleep. She
had an MRI, but the results of
that completely fell off her ra-
dar while she was tending to
Maarten in the hospital.

She eventually gota call from
her doctor in Niagara, telling her
she needed a second MRL

Maarten and Susan in what they call ‘our happy place’ — there
is a sign above the kitchen proclaiming it that. The outdoor
space is covered, and used to entertain family during warm
weather, with a large barbecue, and a nine-foot pine table
made from a single slab of a tree on their Pembroke cottage

property.

“My first reaction was to
put it off; she says, “but then
I had second thoughts, and I
went home to Niagara and had
it done”

Nicole had at that time
taken a semester off from a
nursing program to help look
after her father, and their old-
est, Heather, also took time off
work to help out — it would
turn out Susan and Maarten
would need all the help that
was offered for what was ahead.

Susan was diagnosed
with a meningioma — a non-
cancerous tumour that was
growing into her spinal cord
in her neck. She was told she
needed surgery, but was tempt-
ed to put it off. “I made light
of it with the kids,” she says.
“Maarten’s issues were so much
bigger, and I was very involved
in his therapy. My thing at that
time was to be there with him

But she was told her sur-
gery should be done “sooner
rather than later,” and that she
needed a neurosurgeon who
could do the operation.

Maarten at that time had
made his first trip home in
August to attend a family wed-
ding. “It was petrifying” says
Susan, who worried about all
that could go wrong.

A friend quickly built a
ramp for the house, and one of
Maarten's nurses offered to stay
for the weekend to look after him.

They arranged for a hos-
pital bed, and in the five-level
house, none of it accessible,
they could get it in the door,
turning the entrance into his
bedroom, and he made it to the
wedding.

“People helped so much.
It took a group effort to make
our life sort of normal again,
but it made me realize our life
was anything but normal. It
was a huge realization, that our
life was not normal and it nev-
er would be again. Until then
we had one goal — to work
on Maarten. When we went
home, we realized how differ-
ent our life had become, and
would continue to be, and that
all the hopes and dreams wed
had were no more. But there

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Maarten Muste, in his therapy room with all the milestones he’s achieved written on the wall
behind him by his personal trainer. (Photos by Penny Coles)

was such an outpouring of love
to help us”

In mid-September Maarten
came home again, and the two
girls were there as well, the four
of them watching a movie to-
gether, Maarten in his hospital
bed and Susan sitting beside
him. Family came by to help out,
including Susan’s sister Kathe
and her niece Briar, both nurses.

That evening, when Susan
tried to get up, she found she
couldnt move. Kathe called
an ambulance and Susan was
taken to the hospital in Niag-
ara Falls. “I looked perfectly
healthy. I just couldn’t walk”

Eventually the doctors re-
alized the meningioma was

pushing against her spine. Her
Niagara doctor called Maarten's
doctor in Toronto, and together
they decided Susan needed high
doses of a drug that would re-
duce the swelling, which it did,
and she became mobile again.
When Maarten returned to
Lyndhurst, he had an appoint-
ment to see Dr. Lewis at Toron-
to Western. Susan had planned
to go with him, and they were
going to show the doctor her
MRI results. When Dr. Lewis
looked at them for Maarten, he
said “something needed to be
done quickly, and he would get
in touch with a colleague,” Su-
san recalls. The only problem
was the colleague at that time

was teaching in Germany.

“Dr. Lewis got me into To-
ronto Western, on the same
floor Maarten had been on
— nurses would come in and
see me and say, ‘arent you
Maarten’s wife?”

Susan’s MRI had been sent
to Dr. Michael Fehling, the
neurosurgeon in Germany —
and he returned to Toronto to
do the surgery, which would
be difficult as the tumour was
growing into her spinal cord.
Susan had been told warned
there was a possibility she
could end up paralyzed, and in
a wheelchair.

Continued on page 8

724 LINE 3 ROAD

One of a kind 3,768 sq. ft. 2 story home. This beautiful home is situated
on a country size lot next to a Vineyard in Niagara-On-the-Lake.
The exterior entrance to the home features an extra large concrete
driveway and patio, as well as an attached 3 car garage and detached
2 car garage. The interior of the home is loaded with extra features
including 4 large bedrooms , 3 bathrooms, 2 kitchens with lots of
counter space and cabinets. Quartz countertops and tile backsplash.
The private backyard comes complete with a covered porch and
gazebo and outdoor bathroom. Minutes away from Shopping, Dining,
Shaw Festival, Golf Courses, Cycling and Hiking, Wineries & Vineyards,
Ontario Tender Fruit Farms.

Randall Armstrong
Broker

905-262-6996
randynotl@gmail.com
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Housing fixes don’t require attack on democracy

There has been much talk
in recent weeks about Bill-39,
which would give special pow-
ers to mayors. Those special
powers are being bestowed
on municipal leaders as part
of Premier Doug Fords plans
to increase housing stock by
incentivizing mayors to allow
development they might oth-
erwise not agree to. That could
also mean removing property
within the Greenbelt to allow
for residential builds.

That was the subject of his
key address at the recent annu-
al Association of Municipali-
ties of Ontario conference in
London.

Municipalities which meet
their housing target would be
given a chunk of funding for
infrastructure projects, Ford
told the gathering of may-
ors and municipal staff at the
AMO conference, attended
by Coun. Erwin Wiens, CAO

Marnie Cluckie, planning di-
rector Kirsten McCauley, and
strategy and government rela-
tions officer Victoria Steele.

Wiens says the NOTL con-
tingent went with the intention
of talking to three MPPs, about
three topics — the ministers
responsible for infrastructure,
heritage and transportation.

The discussion with the
infrastructure MPP was about
funding for irrigation expan-
sion and improvements, Wiens
says, an issue that has been pre-
sented at AMO for the last six
years.

The meeting with the heri-
tage minister was to ask for an
extension to a bill that address-
es heritage property that is reg-
istered but not designated by
a municipality. The bill says if
those properties on the register
— which carries some protec-
tion, although not as much as
designation — will have to be

removed if they are not desig-
nated by 2025.

NOTL has several signifi-
cant properties on the heritage
register, and the planning staff
won't have enough time to have
them designated by the dead-
line, explained Wiens, so they
were asking for more time.

The meeting with the Min-
ister of Transportation was to
talk about funding for NOTLs
many bike lanes and trails, to
help make them safer for mi-
grant workers, locals and vis-
itors, and to provide mapping
for those who use them, which
would include safety guide-
lines.

Wiens says he felt they had
a positive response on all three
issues, and also assurances
from the three ministers that
they would be visiting NOTL
soon.

And whether there is good
to come of any of those meet-

ings, the AMO conference is
always seen as important to
municipal representatives, who
have the opportunity to talk
to others in similar positions,
and learn from those conver-
sations.

NOTL is fortunately too
small, at least under the current
guidelines, to be given strong
mayor powers, which many
mayors of larger municipalities
are saying aren’t necessary, and
wouldn't be used.

The town has been assured
by the region and the province
that housing targets can be
achieved in the appropriate ar-
eas — councillors can say no to
development in some parts of
town, as long as housing builds
are occurring in other neigh-
bourhoods, such as Glendale
or St. Davids.

But that doesn't seem to
be the whole story — staft are
recommending approving de-

velopment based on provincial
legislation, and some council-
lors are turning it down based
on their constituents’ outspo-
ken disapproval, and because
to them, it seems the right de-
cision. And the town ends up
defending the decision, and
usually losing, at a land tribu-
nal hearing.

That could be one good
reason for a mayor deciding to
those special powers — with
only one-third of the council-
lors onside, he or she can over-
ride council votes on zoning
bylaws related to housing, and
save municipalities — and tax-
payers — the expense of going
to court.

But the more important is-
sue is the attack on democracy,
which is based on the majority
ruling. Residents will vote and
elect a full council, each coun-
cillor, along with the mayor,
having one vote — that is the

way we expect our democracy
to work.

Wiens, although he sup-
ports new housing, says he
doesn't agree with the extra
powers for mayors, because it
is not based on democracy. He
points out that there are much
better ways to build more hous-
ing, at more affordable prices,
and investments by federal and
provincial governments would
be a good place to start.

The Local agrees, and sug-
gests that those houses should
be built in appropriate areas
within urban boundaries.

There are solutions avail-
able in town for the housing
shortage without breaking
down our long-held tradition
of democracy — what is need-
ed is more resources to get
them built.

Penny Coles
The Local

Trifecta — three nearby provincial parks worth visiting

David Gilchrist
The Local

Most of us dread driving
through Toronto these days,
and that’s one of the reasons
why my wife and I haven't spent
much time exploring some of
the campsites out that way.

On our last leg home from
our trip to the east coast, how-
ever, since we were passing, we
decided to visit a few of Ontar-
ios provincial parks in eastern
Ontario. We were able to visit
Murphys Point, Sharbot Lake
and Silver Lake. All three are

in the Rideau Lakes area of
the province and are part of
13 provincial parks within the
36,000 square kilometres of the
Algonquin Settlement Area.
They are relatively close to each
other and we found out that if
you have a pass to one of them
you can visit the others during
the same day.

Our first day in the area, we
camped at Murphys Point Pro-
vincial Park. Itis 1,239 hectares
in area and is part of the His-
toric Rideau Waterway. This
park is on Big Rideau Lake and
is bordered by Hogg Bay, No-

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth
416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868

For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:

905-688-3711 (Crisis

kidshelpphone.ca

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS
ACCESS
(Toll Free)
1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER’'S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to 9 p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St., NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:
#SAFE (#7233)
1-866-863-0511
(Toll Free)

Line)

CRIME STOPPERS
1-800-222-8477
(TIPS)
niagaratips.com
Text 274637 (CRIMES),

keyword: Niagara,
then your tip

ble Bay and Loon Lake. Two of
the highlights of this particular
park are the Silver Queen Mica
Mine and McParlan House.

Unfortunately, for us, the
mine was not open when we
visited, but when it is, they
have interpretive staff in cos-
tumes leading guided tours
down the trail and into the
mine that operated in the ear-
ly 1900s. There are interesting
exhibits related to the mine on
the grounds.

The other trail loops
around Loon Lake and leads to
an early homestead, McParlan
House, which is the site of an
archaeological study.

The park is located on the
southernmost extension of the
Canadian Shield known as the
Frontenac Arch. Its geology,
wetlands, forests and meadows
combine to make it home for a
diverse range of flora and fau-
na species and offers protec-
tion to several at-risk species.
One group of fauna of local
interest in the area are moths.

Continued on page 7

An angler fishes on Silver Lake. (David Gilchrist)

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

Youve Got Mail (Netflix,
1998) is a finely-crafted love
story, where words speak clear-

ly of idealism, avarice, fairness,
passion and love. This film is
surely a classic and valuable to
revisit.

Donald Combe is a retired
English teacher who loves to

go to the movies. Until he re-
sumes going to theatres, he has
graciously agreed to share his
opinions, through ‘short and
sweet” exclusives, of Netflix se-
ries and movies for The Local.
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Where’s
Ben?

Eden student Ben Fos-
ter continues to discover
new locations in NOTL,
wondering how familiar
others may be with them.
If you know where this
photo was taken, email
penny@notllocal.com.
Debra Jacobs was cor-
rect in saying that last
week Ben was sitting
at the Niagara College
Benchmark Restaurant,
on a beautiful day.
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Responding to the recent
discovery of a case of oak wilt
found at Niagara College, the
Chautauqua Oaks Project, in
consultation with the Canadi-
an Food Inspection Agency,
has completed an inspection
of the oak trees The Chautau-
qua Oaks Project has planted
throughout Chautauqua over
the last five years.

Thankfully, none were
found to be displaying signs
or symptoms characteristic
of oak wilt. The Chautauqua
Oaks Project will continue
to be vigilant with their trea-
sured young oaks.

The Chautauqua com-
munity is particularly blessed
with an impressive heritage
oak tree canopy. The Chau-

tauqua Oaks Project, with the
assistance of the Chautauqua
Residents Association, is en-
couraging neighbourhood-
wide vigilance by providing
the following guide.
Preventive action is key to
managing the threat. We urge
everyone that lives under
The Great Chautauqua Tree
Canopy, as well as the greater

COMMENT

— ggoeaﬂ.ETTERs Residents can help forestall oak wilt

Niagara-on-the-Lake urban
forest, to be watchful for tell-
tale signs of Oak Wilt and to

follow a couple of important

preventative measures.

Anyone interested in joining

in on Oak Wilt Watch is wel-
come to make use of this guide.
Leslie Frankish

Director, Chautauqua

Oaks Project

—gém&ETTERS Enough, says Local reader=—

It has been 10-plus years
waiting for a speed reduction
to 50 km at artery roads 1,000
feet prior to urban boundar-
ies.

We have travelled most
areas throughout the region
and found this to be consis-
tent, except on Line 1. It was

pointed out that Line 2 is 50
km prior to Concession 4,
which has far less traffic.

The road condition does
not warrant 80 km, let alone
anything beyond the 1000
feet.

The distracted habits of
motorists is alarming! It has

reached the point where one
does not want to jeopardize
injury or life by simply walk-
ing or biking into the village.

How much of oneé’s retire-
ment will need to be wasted
due to negligence after many
promises, and still no action
taken?

We have already had
two recent fatalities. Had the
speed changed years ago, the
traffic route may not have
ended up on Charlotte Street.

Ted and Mary Ann
Schellenberg
NOTL

THENOTLO o/ H
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—gémﬂETTERS Let’s just leave the former DND property to Mother Nature=

I read with great inter-
est the article by Kris Dube
on the old rifle range (Still a
risk of unexploded ordnance
on Lakeshore property, Aug.
16). It seems that the author-
ities haven't finalized their in-
tentions concerning the land,
but some in our community
would like to open it to the
public. I know this field well,

Parks

Continued from page 6

Since 2015, there have been
980 species of moth identified
in the park. This includes sev-
eral species that were previ-
ously unknown. So, I kept an

as my home office overlooks
it. Here are some reasons why
human presence there should
be minimized:

1. Much of the field floods
from late winter through
spring, creating a haven for
waterfowl, but dangerous
footing for humans.

2. The shoreline cliff is un-
stable and prone to collapse

— another hazard.

3. The field is headquar-
ters for coyotes, as anyone
within earshot on a moonlit
night can attest. They hunt in
daytime, too.

4. When it fills with wild-
flowers, it’s the largest pollina-
tor garden in town, attracting
clouds of monarch butterflies
(an endangered species, ac-

cording to Committee on
the Status of Endangered
Wildlife in Canada) — hence
its local moniker “Monarch
Meadow?”

5. It’s also a favoured hab-
itat of deer (I've seen up to 13
at a time), foxes, and wild tur-
keys, and its little mammali-
an denizens make it prime
hunting ground for raptors

and owls.

6. As noted in the article,
there may be explosives there.

The Niagara Peninsula
Conservation Authority re-
ported that NOTL has the
lowest amount of forest cover
in the region, an unhealthy
8.5 per cent (recommended
minimum is 30 per cent).
Here we can help to rectify

that. Rather than “clean up’
or otherwise disturb Mon-
arch Meadow, lets leave it be.
It could be flagged as an “eco-
logical succession zone” — let
nature gradually reclaim it
and let’s celebrate the process
in wonder.

Leonard George
Chautauqua

include picturesque lakes, beautiful beaches

eye peeled for any, and what I
spotted was a Little Wood Sa-
tyr (megisto cymela) which is
actually a butterfly.

An initiative being start-
ed at this park and others is
a Moth Wall. Rotated weekly

The McParlan House and archaeological site is located at Mur-
phys Point. (Photos by David Gilchrist)

throughout the park, it is de-
signed as a self-serve interac-
tive display that is plugged in
at night to attract moths. You
may then use field guides to
identify the moth species, and
even photograph them.

After a pleasant overnight,
we moved to Silver Lake Pro-
vincial Park and enjoyed a
walk through a marsh area on
a boardwalk and the views of
the lake. It is a very picturesque
lake and it had a lovely beach
area. A boat-launching ramp
was being used by fisherfolk
and recreational boaters. The
lake would also be ideal for
kayaking and canoeing activi-
ties. It was a relaxing stay at our
campsite that evening.

Not too much further
down Highway 7, in Fronte-
nac County, we stopped in at

Sharbot Lake Provincial Park.
We decided to take one of the
two hikes while we went into
the park for the day. There was
no cost as we had paid a fee at
Silver Lake that was good until
2 p.m. This was a nice surprise.

Two hikes are noted at this
park, the first being the Dis-
covery Trail and the second
the Ridgeview Trail. We decid-
ed to do the latter. There was
a bit of a climb up the ridge
on this trail that divides Black
Lake from Sharbot Lake, but
worth it to get a view of these
two lakes.

All in all, it was nice to
have been able to visit these
three parks on our way home.
With one more stop planned
in Prince Edward County, we
felt pleased with our ongoing
adventure.

Atrailhead at Murphys Point.

A view of Sharbot Lake.

STAY IN THE LOOP

If you haven’t already signed up for our daily newsletter, with all the

latest headlines from Niagara-on-the-Lake, you’re missing out!

Our Village Media website offers hyperlocal journalism, and much
more than we can include in our weekly printed edition, coming to you daily.
Keep up to date on local news, weather, gas prices, community updates,

news from the province, across the country and more!

If you sign up for our newsletter,
it will be delivered to your inbox every afternoon.

Visit www.notllocal.comidaily
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No sign of interest in cannabis production in NOTL

Continued from page 1

in operation, selling its harvest
through mail orders only, the
town implemented an interim
control bylaw to curb any fur-
ther facilities from starting up,
until its cannabis production
and processing bylaw was im-
plemented in 2020.

But Canopy was allowed
to continue because the by-
law came after it was already
growing, said Wiens, who
noted the most important fac-
tor of the bylaw was the man-
datory 600-metre setback put
in place for future growers,
which was largely intended to
address odour concerns.

“Folks in St. Davids, their

concern was always the smell,”
said Wiens, referring to when
Canopy was in business.

It was often “overwhelming
and overpowering” for them,
he said.

It also seems that a fore-
cast of large-scale, commercial
grow operations as the next ag-
ricultural cash cow hasn’t bud-
ded the way some were pre-
dicting, although there were
those who tried.

In2017, police arrested two
people for growing marijua-
na in a greenhouse on Larkin
Road in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
It was reported at the time it
was believed they were operat-
ing under medical marijuana
licences, but outside Health

Canada regulations.

At least two other green-
houses operations were sus-
pected of growing cannabis
illegally, and investigated by
police, one on Lakeshore
Road in 2014, at a time when
the town said it had five appli-
cations for growing cannabis,
and one in Virgil about five
years later.

Wiens said its his un-
derstanding that cannabis
didn't become the boom-
ing business many expected it
to be, which is likely the rea-
son why sites such as Canopy
Growth are closing, and new
ones aren't sprouting up.

“In agricultural products,
it comes down to the econom-

The large range of greenhouses owned by Canopy Growth, once used to grow cannabis, has

been sold. (Kris Dube)

We are winding
down summer.

Many incredible
savings!

NEW FALL FASHIONS NOW ARRIVING!

289.897.8574

1450 Pelham St., Fonthill

905.309.6549

11 Main St. West, Grimsby

905.643.1111

655 Highway #8, Stoney Creek
www.donnasfashions.ca

ics of it, and so consequently,
youre not seeing a major up-
tick in growth,” said Wiens.

Asked if there were a lot of
owners of agricultural lands
who thought when legaliza-
tion came into play, and was
getting plenty of attention, that
they might be able to sell their
assets and retire, Wiens said
that back then some did.

But as it turned out, grow-
ing cannabis “was not as eco-
nomical and profitable as it
was originally thought” said
Wiens.

Even though cannabis fa-
cilities, for both medicinal and
recreational purposes, con-

tinue to be allowed in town

under certain restrictions,
he doesn't see a resurgence
coming.

“Is hard to find a spot in
Niagara-on-the-Lake =~ where
the setbacks work,” he said,
adding the municipality
“just doesn’t have the space”
for them to exist.

He’s also said he would not
expect another cannabis com-
pany would occupy the former
Canopy Growth property.

Cannabis also can’t be pur-
chased legally in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, a result of coun-
cil opting out in 2018 of allow-
ing retail stores to open in the

community.

It was the “right idea at the
time,” said Wiens, adding that
residents “didn’t have an appe-
tite for them”

Municipalities, under reg-
ulations from the Alcohol and
Gaming Commission of On-
tario, are unable to opt out after
agreeing to allow stores on their
streets or in local strip malls.

However, they can recon-
sider and welcome retail stores
after initially saying no.

Wiens said there hasn’t
been any discussion at coun-
cil since making the first deci-
sion to opt out.

Garden provides pleasure

Continued from page 5

“My mind couldnt take it
all in. There was so much going
on that my brain could not deal
with it all;” she says.

Her sister-in-law and sister
were with her the day of the
surgery. “It was a tough day
for the family, just waiting to
hear how it went. When I was
coming to, my sister asked me
to squeeze her hand and I did,
and they both burst out crying.
I knew there was a chance Id
be paralyzed, but I really didn't
take it in until I saw my sister’s
reaction”

Maarten, she says, studied
the Toronto transit system,
and on his scooter, with Jessica
there to help, made it to Toron-
to Western to visit.

Five days later, Susan was
home. “We had a hospital bed
in the living room for me, and
a hospital bed in the entrance
for Maarten. He would come
home for the weekend, and
we could move my bed so we
could see each other and talk to
each other”

While Susan was learning
to walk again, church members
and family would take turns
visiting Maarten in Lyndhurst.
“They would drive for three
hours, for a visit of a half hour or
hour, so he wouldn't be alone”

Once Maarten was able to
come home for good that De-
cember, the house was renovat-
ed to include an elevator, part
of the main floor was turned
into his bedroom, and a path-
way was made to the barn so
he could get there in his wheel-
chair, where he parks his van.
They also have a beautiful out-
door covered space to spend
time with family — they call it
“our happy place”

All of this took time, says
Susan — it was five years before
reaching an agreement with in-
surance companies.

Meanwhile Maarten was
learning to use a walker — he
desperately wanted to walk
down the aisle with Nicole at
her outdoor wedding in Sep-
tember 2011.

He did, says Susan, after
much practice on their front
lawn, although he realized he
couldn’t do it in hisleather shoes.

“He was in dress pants, a

dress shirt and suspenders, and
sneakers. Nikki held on to him
while he was walking. It was a
very special moment. There
wasnt a dry eye there, and
when they reached the front,
everyone clapped”

Again thanks to insurance,
they were able to attend a pri-
vate clinic called Project Walk
in California, where Maarten
was pushed to do more, and
the couple both learned a lot
while there, Susan says.

He now has a therapy room
in the cold storage area of the
barn, and a personal trainer —
Rae Ann Reimer, a local ortho-
paedic exercise specialist who
has been coming to the house
four days a week for more than
10 years to help Maarten stay
in shape. On the wall, to mo-
tivate him and encourage him
to stay positive, she has written
all the milestones he has met
since he began therapy, and she
has become more than just an
employee — sheis very much a
family friend.

Maarten says he knows he
has started to regress some-
what — he doesnt have the
same strength he recovered af-
ter surgery — he turns 70 this
year, and he is starting to feel
his age.

But he and Susan get out
every day, on a route through
the Old Town where they get a
coffee and chat with people.

Looking back, Susan says,
“its mind-boggling what church
members did for us — they
came to clean our house, theyd
invite my kids to meals, they
would drive them to Toronto so
they wouldn't be alone. People
cared so much. They brought
us meals for months, until I said
T can do this’ I love cooking, so
once I was able I wanted to do
it myself”

Maarten says he is content
with his life. He likes to keep
busy, and he is doing what he
enjoys. He is independent, can
getinto his van and go where he
wants to go — as long as there
is parking to accommodate it.
He gets around in a wheelchair,
or on a scooter — walking with
the walker is just for therapy, to
keep up the strength in his legs.

He has never gone through
any major depression, and the
work he does in the garden,

which he started in 2014, or get-
ting onto the John Deere trac-
tor to cut the grass, helps. He’s
a farmer at heart — a stubborn
one at that, Susan says — and
this is the work he is able to do.

“Its been hard,” she says.
“But he has been amazing,
so resilient, and never a lot of
‘poor me”

As she and Maarten show off
the orderly garden that has been
created with help from family,
he says he can't stand weeds.

Susan, however, refused to
do the weeding — so he had to
come up with a tool that would
work for him. It's more like an
axe than a hoe, and he holds
onto his scooter with one hand,
manoeuvring through the wide
rows between, weeding as he
goes, although there is often a
grandchild or two clambering
on to the scooter to help Opa.

He plants a large selec-
tion of tomatoes — “a couple
hundred plants, Maarten es-
timates. And throughout the
season he chooses a few plants
he wants to take the seeds from
for next year, based on how
disease-resistant they are, how
well they grow, and less so, how
good they taste.

“Of six or seven varieties
this year, I'll repeat three of
them, and then try some new
ones as well next year]” he says.
He is also growing peppers,
potatoes, beets, carrots — their
dog pulls one from the garden
as he speaks — and zucchi-
ni. Recently he has planted a
blackberry and a raspberry
bush — hes been known to
pay the grandkids to pick the
berries.

And all of it is brightened
up by Susans sunflowers and
zinnias.

“I can't just sit around;” he
says. “I love farming. I love
growing stuff. It's something I
can do with a little bit of help,
and its a way to find pleasure
in life”

The garden has been
life-changing for the couple.

“It's not what we planned,’
he adds, echoing Susans words,
“but we can't complain. It's a
good life”

And, says Susan, “we
couldn't have done it without
our faith and our people sup-
porting us”
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Exmtmg new season coming up at performing arts centre

Mike Balsom
The Local

For director of pro-
gramming and marketing
Sara Palmieri, kicking off
a new season at the First
Ontario Performing Arts
Centre is a bit like going
back to school.

It’s not just the fact that
both of those events occur
in the first week of Sep-
tember. Its also because
theres a combination of
both excitement and anxi-
ety as a page is turned for
the start of a new chapter.

“I can’t believe it’s al-
ready the beginning of
September;” Palmieri says.
“It just sort of crept up on
us. It’s sad to see summer
gone, but it’s exciting to get
going with this upcoming
season.”

It all begins Sept. 8 with
the first of three days of
programming for the sev-
enth annual Celebration
of Nations gathering of In-
digenous arts, culture and
tradition in downtown St.
Catharines.

“I can't believe it’s been
seven years already;, Palm-
ieri marvels. “Michele-
Elise Burnett and Tim
Johnson have put to-
gether another amazing
event, with some insane-
ly incredible touring art-
ists coming. The Kaha:wi
Dance Theatre performs
Friday night, they just won
a couple of Dora (theatre,
dance and opera) Awards.
And Juno winners Dig-
ging Roots are here Sat-
urday, with an American
band called The Ripcords.”

Palmieri is quick to
point out that the Celebra-
tion of Nations weekend
also includes an art instal-
lation curated by Burnett
in the Robertson Theatre
as well as a series of activ-
ities and learning oppor-
tunities both indoors and
outdoors.

The Indigenous Song-
writers’ Circle returns as
well this year, with two in-
stallments honouring sis-
ters in spirit on Oct. 4 and
April 25.

A number of true leg-
ends in Canadian music
are making their way to the
Niagara Region this sum-
mer. Partridge Hall at the
PAC will host Kim Mitch-
ell (Nov. 1), Downchild
Blues Band (Nov. 23), Jim
Witter (New Year’s Eve)
and Big Sugar (March 27).

Two more legends
make their debut at the
PAC this winter. Powerful
singer Sass Jordan takes
the Partridge Hall stage
Dec. 20 while David Wil-
cox appears on Jan. 25.

“It’s hard to believe, but
David Wilcox has never
played here before,” Palm-
ieri says.

The Classic Albums
Live collective is back for
three shows. Beatles fans

will love to hear Sgt. Pep-
pers Lonely Hearts Club
Band in its entirety, note
for note, cut for cut, as
their ads suggest, on Nov.
22. Led Zeppelin's Houses
of the Holy is featured on
March 16, while the group
jumps to 1983 for a take on
Synchronicity by the Police
on April 9.

“Tickets for all shows
went on sale earlier to our
members first) Palmieri
says, “and some of these
shows are starting to get
pretty close to a sell-out
already, including those
Classic Albums Live per-
formances. They are al-
ways really, really popular”

There’s more than just
music on slate, too. Palm-
ieri points to a speaker
series, created in conjunc-
tion with Brock University.

“The Music of Listening
is happening this fall,” she
explains. “Dr. Susan Rog-
ers was first known as one
of the first accomplished
female sound engineers.
She worked with Prince
and Barenaked Ladies.
She’s now at the Berklee
College of Music. Shelll
talk about why we like the
music we do and what it
tells us about ourselves.”

Dance is on the slate
Dec. 2 with Bboyizm’s
visit to Partridge Hall, the
Dancers of Damelaha-
mid on April 22 and Cote
Danse scheduled for May
2.

And NOTL-based Bra-
vo! Niagara Festival pres-
ents the world premiere of
a new commissioned bal-
let entitled Kimiko’s Pearl.

“We've been talking
with them since the incep-
tion of this work,” Palm-
ieri says. “It’s kind of a big
thing for them (Christine
Mori and Alexis Spielden-
ner) to be producing their
own show, based on their
family’s experience in Jap-
anese internment camps.
Were a commissioning
partner on it, so it’s going
to be really nice to close
out our season in June
with it”

A major highlight for
Palmieri is the April 10
performance by husband
and wife banjo virtuosos
Bela Fleck and Abigail
Washburn. Fleck has been
nominated for 33 Gram-
my Awards, and won 15 of
them.

“There’s just something
about the banjo,” she says.
“And they are the king
and queen of the instru-
ment. They will be doing
this beautiful double-bill.
We've been trying to get
him here for quite a while.
I think this was our third
attempt”

Palmieri says in all,
there are close to 70 dif-
ferent artists involved in
the 2023-2024 PAC sea-
son. And she’s hoping the
curatorial reputation that

Canadian legend David Wilcox will perform at the FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre this season. (Photos supplied)

the Performing Arts Cen-
tre has developed over the
years encourages people
to take some chances on a
few things they might not
be familiar with.

“It’s really about discov-
ering other things, about
seeing things in a new
or different way, she ex-
plains. “We always ensure
there’s a balance of the big
names with lesser-known
acts. It's important for us
to show the diversity of
work, viewpoints and art-
ists coming through. The
best thing is when you see
people come in for one
show and get excited about
some other ones.”

Looking back on the
previous season as the
PAC’s first post-COVID,
Palmieri says this new one
feels a bit more like past
seasons prior to that ma-
jor interruption. And she’s
hoping that people will dig
into the diverse lineup that
begins Sept. 8.

“I know people have

lots of choices on where to
spend their entertainment
dollar;” she says. “For us,
the heart and soul of what
we do is bringing the com-

munity together, and en-
suring there’s something to
suit everybody’s taste and
that it’s affordable”

Tickets to any of the

upcoming performances,
including movie screen-
ings at their Film House,
are available online at
firstontariopac.ca.

Sass Jordan appears at the performing arts centre in December.
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Rotary icewine party fundraiser coming up

Sharon Burns
The Local

The much-anticipated an-
nual Icewine Cocktail Party
returns Friday, Sept. 15.

The Rotary Club of
Niagara-on-the-Lake ~ will
host a fundraiser in the gar-
dens of Hiscott House, the
beautiful home of Rick and
Gianna Dritsacos, said Chris
Hatch, Rotarian and volun-
teer recruiter for the event.

“We hope to raise $20,000,
he said. Half the funds will
go to Red Roof Retreat, a lo-
cal organization which pro-
vides weekend respite, adult
day programs, summer day
camps, recreational programs,

school trips and day visits for
children, youth and young
adults with special needs, and
their families.

The other half of the funds
will benefit Rotary Club proj-
ects around the globe, such as
polio eradication. Incredibly,
endemic wild poliovirus type
1 remains in two countries:
Pakistan and Afghanistan, ac-
cording to the World Health
Organization.

This fundraising event
showcases many Niagara
restaurants, wineries and
breweries, and of course, the
couple who offer their home
for the event. “The Dritsacos
are good community citizens
who are lending their beauti-

ful backyard again this year,”

said Hatch.

He is appreciative of the
support from the entire com-
munity. “The community is
coming together for a good
time, and a great cause,” he

said.

Icewine cocktails, wine,
sparkling wine and beer will
be served to the classic rock
sounds of the Athertones.

Food stations include beef
tenderloin crostini, oysters,
sushi, raclette, charcuterie,
oven-fired pizza and more.

Thereis a cap of 200 guests
and tickets, priced at $150 all
inclusive, are going fast. Con-
tact  stewart.istvan@gmail.
com for more information.

The Icewine Cocktail Party is a popular and typically sold-out annual event for Rotary. (Supplied)

More pie please!

With Joe Pillitteri trying to hit the $1 million mark donated to Team Pillsy since he began fundraising for the Terry Fox Foundation, Dorothy Soo Wiens jumped in with the
offer of a pie sale. With a great group of women to help, she expected to have made and sold more than 300 peach pies, some fresh, some frozen, to be sold and picked up
Tuesday afternoon. The peaches and all the baking ingredients were donated so all the proceeds would go to the Terry Fox Run. She says the women all had fun chatting
and getting know each other — some from Cornerstone Community Church and some community members who wanted to help out — while knowing they were helping

out a good cause. (Photos supplied)

Connie  Pillitteri,
Joan King, Lynette
McFarland, Karen
Skeoch and Anna
Kovacevic peeling
and slicing peach-
es to fill 160 pies
Tuesday.

Anna  Kovacev-
ic, Deanna Dyck,
Shirley  Klassen
and Kathy Dyck
filling pies and
putting the tops
on.

Dorothy Soo
Wiens and Kathy
Dyck  preparing

pie filling.

Susan Muste and Isolde Kroeker made the pastry for more than 300 pies.

Nancy Dempster,
Eleanor Dick, lan
Neufeld, Isolde
Kroeker, Mikaela
Neufeld, Kathleen
Eckhert and Deb-
orah Partridge roll
pastry.

NOTL'S FAVORITE REALTOR® FAMILY TEAM

'FREE HOME EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT MATT

CALL MATT MILLER

416-476-3526

#1RLP TEAM NOTL 2022

ANDREWS LAW
PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081

info@rjwandrews.ca

REAL ESTATE WILLS BUSINESS
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Loyalty Discounts for
W W the Locals we Love

Local Love Recipe
presented by:

7/@1/0&»’&4 @/ Z%e weele

Mandarin White Balsamic
90% off Aug 25th - Aug 31

(limit 2 per customer)
Green Apple Dark Balsamic
950% off Sept 1st - Sept 7th

(limit 2 per customer)

10% LOCAL DISCOUNT*
FOR NOTL RESIDENTS

*excludes 50% off items
118 Queen St., NOTL | olivniagara.com

NIAGARA

Re-Discover A TRUE FAMILY WINERY
in the heart of Niagara-on-the-Lake

Everybody says “Rosé all day”... but, at

, Rosato is our motto!

Our brand new 2022 Rosato is a refreshing blend of
80% Riesling, 15% Cabernet Sauvignon and 5%Merlot.

1 0% o F F This dry rosé, in stainless for 10 months, gives

TO “"LOCALS” WHO i ies!
TO LOCALS: WHO you notes of grapefruit and fresh berries!

15376 Niagara River Pkwy, NOTL | riverviewcellars.com

THE
FARMHOUSE
(07 3

Open For
Lunch Daily

Regervations Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give us a call to book
905-468-8814

Bring this ad in for 0% off lunch on any
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday in September

CAROLINE CELLARS WINERY
RN

/ _[J,'-i\

4
-
Tasting

1010 Lina 2, S0RL JUSAG8.8814 wuriebarolinaballieg vom

= |_ove Where You Live: SUPPORT Ypoql =
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Walk includes talk on historic home, birds, gardens, cemetery

Sharon Burns
The Local

“Ordinary people are ca-
pable of wonderful things
without even knowing they
are doing wonderful things”
This Jane Jacobs™ quote hand-
ily describes the talents of two

organizers and their four vol-
unteers who created a won-
derful and informative Jane's
Walk for more than 30 com-
munity members, named af-
ter activist Jane Jacobs.

The event, organized by
Kate Sullivan and Jo-Ann Fra-
ser, began with Elizabeth Pil-

zecki sharing the history of the
Steward House, on the corner
of Butler and John Streets.
Colonel John Butler’s son,
Andrew, was given the prop-
erty on which the house still
stands. In 1834, it was sold to
William and Susannah Stew-
ard. William Steward was an

Doug Gillard, his brother Dan and Dan’s son Joseph, in front of the Steward House, wanted to
learn about the Butler family history — Col. John Butler is Dan and Doug's fifth great-grandfather
through their mother, Joyce Butler. (Photos by Sharon Burns)

Rick Meloen shares some history of Butler’s Burial Ground.

African American teamster
and carpenter, and the Stew-
ard home was part of what
became known as Niagaras
“coloured villagey a com-
munity of former Canadian
slaves, Black Loyalists and
African American refugees,
she said.

The entrance to the base-
ment may have even been
a part of the Underground
Railroad, explained Pilzecki.

In later years, it was the
home of Peggy Anderson,
one of the founders of New-
ark Neighbours, and after she
died it was purchased by the
Niagara Foundation, whose
members had it restored
before selling it to a private
owner.

Master gardener Mary-
lyn Hopper started her talk
with the Jane Jacobs quote.
“Traditionally”  she said,
“lawns have been punctuated
by plantings of ornamentals,
which add aesthetic value,
but often provide little for
the wildlife. With the threat
of climate change and the
loss of natural areas and their
inhabitants, we are realizing
that if we are to do wonderful
things, we must rethink our
actions and see ourselves as
stewards of diversity”

“Not only have we lost
natural areas, but the make-
up of those natural areas has
changed dramatically, she
continued. “Those plants
which grew there initially, in
the time before colonization,
grew within a balanced eco-
system. They provided the
food, sheltering and nesting
places for the insects, animals
and birds within them”

Hopper suggested that in-
vasive plants be removed. “Tt
often takes immense effort to

Irish Butler descendants visit St. Mark’s

Descendants of Col. John Butler gathered in NOTL from all parts of the globe last week for a special Butler
Society Gathering, an event usually held every three years in Ireland. It was scheduled to come to town earli-
er, but was put on hold until this year because of the pandemic. The Irish contingent, including Christy Upton
from Dublin, Jackie Reade from Wicklow, Marie Butler Upton from Dublin, David J. Butler from Tipperary and
Mark Reade from Wicklow, fit in a visit to St. Mark’s, learning of some Irish connections to the historic church,
just before the end of their visit. (Penny Coles)

Master gardener Mary-lyn Hopper talks about local gardens on

Jane’s Walk and Talk.

do that, and in order for them
not to recolonize, its really
important to reseed, depend-
ing on the area””

Jean Hampson spoke on
bird migration patterns.

“Migration has already
started,” she said. “We're see-
ing quite a few of the shore
birds migrating back from
James Bay, and if youre out at
the beach or go by a field that
has a nice little wet puddle,
you may be seeing some shore
birds that are already heading
back down to their southern
climate for the winter”

Various birds need var-
ious ecosystems and they
have different needs at dif-
ferent times of the year, she
explained, and many will mi-
grate from northern habitats
to the Niagara region in the
winter because the Niagara
River will stay open and pro-
vide water for them.

Nesting areas are very
important, Hampson added.
“An area like this,” she said,
pointing to the wild space be-
hind her as walkers descend
into the dip on Butler Street,
“can be a vital artery for mi-
grating birds”

She suggested helping the
bird community by provid-
ing a bird feeder and native
plants, and adding a water
feature or bird bath to your
garden. “Tt will help keep the
birds sustained throughout
the summer”

Hampson advocated for
greenspaces to be kept intact
with native plants. “We don't
need every greenspace to be
a park with a lawn and some
planted trees. We need wild
spaces like this to keep the
birds happy”

She also suggested turn-
ing lights off at night, keep-
ing pets on a leash or inside,
‘especially during nesting
season, when little baby birds
are just coming out of the nest
and can't fly quite yet”

With perfect timing, as
dusk fell, history buff Rick
Meloen led the group to the
graveyard. “Itll be nice and

creepy; he said.

He shared that Colonel
John Butler’s original home
was on what is now Balmoral
Drive, metres away from But-
ler’s Burial Ground.

At the cemetery, Meloen
stood atop a long, low stone
wall, which is actually the
roof of a large vault, or crypt,
he explained. When he was a
young boy he could look into
the vault, “even though there
wasn't much to see” Since
then, the vault has been filled
in with earth to deter vandal-
ism, and all that remains is the
roofline. The vault belonged
to the Claus family, who had
also owned the land on King
Street known as The Wilder-
ness, across from the Royal
Canadian Legion hall.

Meloen walked the gath-
ering through the headstones,
explaining each person’s role
and relation to others. Many
names are familiar to those
who live here: Tenbroeks,
Muirhead, Freel, Rist, Rich-
ardson, and of course, Butler.

Interestingly, a sixth gen-
eration Butler was a part of
the tour. Eden student Joseph
Gillard, his father Dan, and
Uncle Doug were keen on
learning more about the But-
ler family history.

Colonel John  Butler
is Dan and Dougs fifth
great-grandfather ~ through
their mother, Joyce Butler.
Joseph is the next generation
and Colonel John Butler is his
sixth great-grandfather, they
explained.

Shelley Burnett and Bry-
an Kenny walked over to
the tour from their Victoria
Street home. Having lived
in Toronto, and before that,
Montreal, the couple moved
to town about four years ago,
and had attended last year’s
Jane's Walk. “Tt was a nice way
of getting to learn a little bit
more about the neighbour-
hood, said Burnett. “And
this year we thought that we
should just come visit and
learn a little bit more about
the history”
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Boaks exhibit, Of
Beauty and The Sublime,
opens Sunday

Maria H. Klassen
Special to The Local

The opening reception
for the exhibit of the ex-
quisite artwork of Ronald
Boaks, entitled Of Beauty
and The Sublime, will be
held at the Niagara Pum-
phouse Arts Centre on
Sept. 3 from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. in the Joyner Gallery.
The exhibit promises to be
a journey into compelling
imagery, duality and emo-
tional resonance.

Boaks is no stranger
to the art community of
Niagara-on-the-Lake. On
a beautiful summer week-
end in June, he hosted a
number of artists from the
NOTL Arts Collective at
his breathtaking grounds
on Niagara Stone Road
for a weekend of painting
called Artists in the Rose
Garden.

Boaks is known for
his mastery in mixed me-
dia collage, painting and
sculpture. His eclectic
pieces highlight artistic
media including draw-
ings, monoprints, paint-
ings and still-life pho-
tographs, which he has
worked on during the
last three decades. Along
with his two-dimension-
al work, Boaks will be
showcasing his thought-
provoking sculptures. A
strong coherence of form
is created from very dispa-
rate elements and a diver-
sity of materials, includ-
ing wood, steel and stone.
These diverse elements of-
fer insight into his creative
evolution.

His current work dis-
played in Of Beauty and
The Sublime explores the
delicate balance between
his Romantic and Mod-
ernist inclinations. This
juxtaposition becomes a
profound theme, invit-
ing viewers to bridge the
dualities of realism and

abstract, colour and
monochrome, two dimen-
sions and three. Com-
menting on the show,
Boaks says, “I hope that
the viewer responds to the
complexities in the art,
which in turn reflect the

complexities in our lives.”

The art exhibit runs for
the month of September.
Join Boaks at the open-
ing reception Sept. 3 to
engage directly with him,
and gain insight into his
creative process.

Ascending, a composition of wood, steel and stone, is part of

the Boaks exhibit. (Photos supplied)

DuoXX, a Ronald Boaks painting included in his exhibit that runs for the month of September at
the Pumphouse, is a captivating mixed media piece.
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$1,579,000 | 57 Stoneridge Cres., NOTL

Welcome to 57 Stoneridge Crescent in the exclusive Tanbark Trails
in beautiful St. Davids. This custom built 2 plus 1 bedroom bungalow
features open concept custom kitchen dining room and spacious
great room, gas fireplace, quartz countertops, vaulted ceilings
throughout, main floor laundry with access to garage, closets and
large pantry. Primary bedroom has 4 pc ensuite and walk-in closet.
Beautiful hickory and tile floors throughout the main floor. A great
room leads out to a covered patio overlooking the large premium
pie shaped lot. Lower level features a large family/rec room, 3rd
bedroom and 3pc bathroom. Large double car attached garage,
sprinkler system, covered eavestroughs.

$919,000 | 15 Crimson Drive, NOTL

Located in the Village of St. Davids. Original owners. Many custom
upgrades, 6 appliances, California Shutters, custom blinds included,
2 bedrooms on main level, one presently used as den. Custom
kitchen with island and bar stools included, formal dining area with
awalk out to private 16 x 12 ft deck with custom retractable awning.
Deck area features custom plantings and a water fountain. The extra
large green space in the rear increases privacy. Back inside there is
a gas fireplace in the great room and ceiling fans in bedrooms and
great room. Downstairs in the family room is a fireplace, vinyl plank
flooring plus a large bedroom with a 10 x 10 walk-in cedar lined
closet. Lower lever windows all have vinyl blinds. There is a large
storage area plus rough for a future bath. Other features include
a 3 stage water filter, central vac, double attached garage with
automatic door opener, interlocking stone driveway and corner
unit location provides extra windows for natural light with a bonus
window over kitchen sink. MLS #40434955

Office: (905) 935.7272 | Direct: (905) 988.8228
Web: Avmarkrealty.com
12 Church Street St. Catharines, ON L2R 3B3

Mark Avedesian, Broker of Record
Century 21 Avmark Realty Limited, Brokerage
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Local swimmer proving her prowess in the pool

Peyton Leigh has one
qualifying Olympic Trial time

Sharon Burns
The Local

A Niagara-on-the-Lake
teenager is Ontarios fast-
est 15-year-old swimmer.

Peyton Leigh is the pro-
vincial high point winner,
having won four gold, a
silver and a bronze medal
in this past seasons com-
petitions. She is ranked
first in the province for the
800-metre freestyle and
the 200-metre butterfly.

When Peyton started
her season last year, her
only goal was to make
the qualifying time to get
into the Eastern Canadian
Championships, held in
Windsor last March. She
ended up doing that, and
much more.

In May 2024, Peyton
will join other swimmers
from across the country
to swim at the Olympic
Qualifying Trials in Mon-
treal.

“It was a big shock. I
was really happy about
that,” she said.

Peyton lives in Garri-
son Village, and has been
swimming all of her life.
She started with private
backyard swimming les-
sons and joined the Gar-
den City Aquatic Club
at the age of five. She be-
came competitive three
years later. After bouncing
around with membership
in a few different clubs, last
year Peyton joined Brock
Niagara Aquatics, with a
coach new to the club, and
to Peyton, Dave Ling.

“When Dave came this

year it was really good for
me. He taught me so many
things, like how to perfect
my stroke, how to gain
speed, and he just mo-
tivates me,” said Peyton,
who is part of the elite Dia-
monds squad at Brock Ni-
agara Aquatics, and swims
with varsity athletes.

Ling, Brock Universi-
ty’s head swim coach, par-
ticipated in two Canadian
Olympic Swimming Trials
and represented Canada
at the 2000 FINA World
Open Water Swimming
Championships in Hawaii.

At the winter provin-
cials held in Toronto, Ling
told her that attaining a
time to allow her to com-
pete at the Olympic Trials
is possible if she went out
and gave it her all. “I ended
up making my first Olym-
pic trial time that night. It
was really exciting. I didn’t
go into that race in the
morning expecting to even
get close to that”

Peyton races everything
from the 200 to 800 metre
freestyle (front crawl), and
the 200 metre butterfly.

“I prefer distance rac-
es over sprints,” she said.
What drives Peyton over
the course of a race is “the
feeling I get when I get go-
ing, getting into a rhythm.

In a long-course pool
like Brock’s, 800 metres is
16 laps.

Most of Peyton’s swims
have been at the Toronto
Pan Am Center, which,
according to Peyton, is
known as the fastest pool
in Canada because mul-

Peyton Leigh at home. (Mike Balsom)

tiple records have been
broken in it. “I got to see
Summer Mclntosh break
the world’s record, which
is really cool,” said Peyton.
Mclntosh is the current
world record holder in the
womens 400 metre indi-
vidual medley.

Peyton’s mother, Chris-
ti Leigh, said that Peyton
has “always been good. A
little bit better than aver-
age. People were always
like, ‘wow. when she was
so little and had mastered
the butterfly stroke”

Christi, a teacher at St.
Michael Catholic School
in Virgil, said “this year
was the biggest jump, in
terms of progress towards
something more than we
actually thought could
ever be happening with
the new coach”

Peyton’s training sched-
ule doesn't leave much
time for the 15 year old
to socialize with friends.
She trains in the pool eight
times a week, 20 hours in
total. She trains twice on
Monday, once each Tues-
day through Thursday,
twice Friday and once on
Saturday. A pool session
generally takes anywhere
from two to two and a half
hours.

“I also do dry land
training three times a week
out of the Brock Perfor-
mance centre,” she added.

Peyton’s swim season
was 11 months long. “It
was the longest season I've
had in my swimming ca-
reer; she said. “I surprised
myself”

Christi says that while
her daughter “doesn’t do
a lot outside of swimming
and school,” she has really
close friendships with peo-
ple both inside and outside
of the swim world.

“Sometimes at night, all
my friends will go to foot-
ball games and stuft, and
I won't go because I have
practice;” said Peyton. But
at school, I became friends
with this group of girls
who are also really athletic
and we can relate to each
other”

“The environment I
swim in is very important
to me. Being at practice
with people who have fun
and are passionate about
the sport helps me be a
better athlete, and I am so
lucky to have teammates
who allow me to push my-
self everyday,” said Peyton.

Leigh  acknowledges
that swimming is a cost-
ly sport, as her mom and
dad, retired police officer
Jimmy Leigh, nod in the
background.

It costs nearly $5,000 to
use the pool and training

room facilities at Brock.
Training suits, of which
Peyton currently has eight,
are about $90 each, and
race suits cost anywhere
from $400 to $600. The
race suits are very thin, fit
tightly to the skin, and rip
easily. All suits last only
one season, due to wear
and tear, and swimmer
growth.

Peytons  13-year-old
sister, Georgia, also swims
for Brock Niagara Aquat-

ics, on the Gold team.

“But there are other ex-
penses on top of that,” said
Christi. “You have to pay
to race, you have to pay to
get there. You need a hotel,
and then there are coach-
ing expenses.”

‘I'm applying for a
$500 scholarship right
now from Swim Ontario,”
said Peyton, who works
part-time at Seaway Farms
while maintaining an hon-
ours average at Holy Cross

Secondary School.

She has a few more
weeks to relax before em-
barking on a new swim
season and Grade 10. She
will continue to work with
Ling and her Diamonds
team at the Brock pool.

“Right now the goal is
to just keep getting better
and faster and my coach,
Dave Ling, and I will com-
municate along the way
and try to achieve new
best times.”

Peyton Leigh with her coach Dave Ling. (Supplied)

Peyton Leigh with her gold medal for 400m freestyle at Ontario Junior Championships this

past July. (Supplied)
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Soccer season wraps up with year-end festival

Mike Balsom
The Local

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Soccer Club concluded its sea-
son with its year-end festival
Saturday, sponsored by Hum-
mel Properties.

All of the fields at the Virgil
Sports Complex were buzzing
with activity as kids from age
four to 14 gathered to wrap
things up in celebratory fashion.

“It was a fantastic closing
festival,” Club president Carrie
Plaskett tells The Local. “All the
kids got so excited to get their
medals. The smiles on their
faces were amazing, you could
really see how proud they were,
and you could see how much
they all improved throughout

the season”

With 380 children regis-
tered for soccer in town, Plas-
kett says the club is very close
to being back to pre-COVID
participation levels.

“We had 90 Timbits (ages
four and five) this year] she
adds. “Overall, we saw a lot
more kids getting back on the
field this summer. Keeping
high numbers for our little
ones, Timbits to U7, we had
some great numbers there””

The enthusiasm of the
coaches at those levels, Plaskett
added, cannot be underesti-
mated. Their efforts, she said,
were instrumental in encour-
aging kids to hopefully come
back for the 2024 season.

“And we had great sup-

port from the local business
community; she added. “Our
sponsors are so important in
keeping soccer affordable for
everyone each year”

For the first time this sum-
mer; a select team was run at the
Under 9-10 level, organized by
one of the volunteer coaches,
Conor MacNeil. He pulled to-
gether a group of interested kids
from that division’s house league
to participate in tournaments
and exhibitions against other
centres, and had some success.

“I'm really proud of the way
Conor pulled that all together]’
says Plaskett. “It was something
new and different for our club,
and it was a huge success. I
think we will be able to offer a
travel team at the next level for

those kids going into next year”

Plaskett credits the clubs
head referee Lucas Michlik for
helping to develop a young
core of soccer officials.

“We had a good number of
referees,” said Plaskett, “a lot of
young ones. There were a cou-

ple of difficult situations on our
fields with some visiting teams’
coaches. I'm really proud of
how our refs handled it, and
how Lucas followed up with
them and gave them guidance
on how to deal with those sit-
uations”

Registration will open in
late January for the 2024 soccer
season.

“We always encourage
people to register as soon as
possible, as some age groups
fill up pretty quickly,” warned
Plaskett.

The U-14 soccer team had a great season, going undefeated, with (back) Taylor Nickerson,
Jacob Froese, Patrick Elrod, Joshua Sasso, River Konik, Gracie Cherney, Keira Dexter, Ron
Slootsky, and coach Jennifer La Valle, and (front) Vanessa Rezza, Angelina La Valle, Matthew
Amodeo, Leonardo, Mark Baranski, and coach J.P. Konik. Absent were Alp Rahnamayan, Jack
Dill, llias Dritsakos, Roc Mastromatteo and Declan. (Supplied)

Kids were having fun as they wrapped up their soccer season. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Coach Mike Cwiertniewski with his U11-12 team. (Mike Balsom)

Showing off some hardware. (Mike Balsom)

Hungry soccer players are waiting for a snack. (Mike Balsom)

John Velsink, Jake Vanspronsen, Lucca Dellamarina and Ethan Ena, Miriam and Cedric wait to be called onto the field.
Tendean getting ready to play. (Mike Balsom)

(Mike Balsom)

Join St. Mark's
Church Choir and
Share Your Love of Music!

Are you passionate about singing? Do you
enjoy performing in front of an audience? If
so, we invite you to join our church choir! We
are looking for individuals who have some
experience singing in a choir and a positive
attitude. It's helpful if you can read music, but not
absolutely required. As a member of our choir,
you'll help lead the congregation during the
Sunday morning service from September through
June. As we rebuild our choir post-pandemic,
we have big plans for the future! You'll have
the opportunity to sing in a group, learn quality
music, and perform at various events throughout
the year. You'll also have the chance to meet
new people and make lasting friendships. As
our membership swells, we will expand our
repertoire to include many great works of the
choral tradition; but for that we need you!

If you're interested in learning more
please reach out to the church office
at 905-468-3123 with your queries

or email: stmarks@cogeco.net
Attention Music Director.

We look forward to making music with you!
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Preds ready to build on last season’s success

Mike Balsom
The Local

With their season just
over two weeks away, the
Niagara Predators are put-
ting the finishing touches
on their roster.

Monday night saw 23
skaters take to the Canada
Games Park ice in Thorold
for the first of four main
camp sessions. Coach-
es Kevin Taylor and Greg
Wilson, both returning
from last year, had a chance
to put those already signed
and a few hopefuls through
a series of skating, shooting
and puck-handling drills.

“We are going to have
a really good team,” presi-
dent and general manager
Robert Turnbull said of
his Greater Metro Toron-
to Hockey League team.
“Were building on our
success from last year and
I'm excited about our new
signings, too.”

Turnbull retakes the
helm as GM this year af-
ter stepping back a bit for
2022-2023. Over the winter
months he sold his other
league team, the St. George
Ravens, to Russ Lockwood.
That frees him up to take
a more hands-on role for
the team’s third year play-
ing out of Virgil's Meridian
Credit Union Arena.

Back from last year
are defenders Guy Man-
co, Nick Savoie and Logan
Baillie. Forwards Reece
Bisci, Thomas McGrath
and Nolan Wyers are also
returning, as is late-season
pick-up, goaltender Zane
Clausen.

Two names on last
year’s roster who were
not able to get to Canada
are both expected to ar-
rive next month. The visa
problems that held back

Preds’ head coach Kevin Taylor explains a drill to his team gathered on the ice at Canada Games Park. (Photos by

Mike Balsom)

goaltender Gorgii Kod-
zaev and forward Georgi
Kholmovsky from Russia
have been solved. Kodzaev
should arrive Sept. 11, with
Kholmovsky landing 16
days later.

Baillie, a third-year Pred-
ator from Niagara Falls, is
ready to take more of a lead-
ership role this season.

“After three years you
get more comfortable,
more confident,” said the
18-year-old, who celebrates
his birthday on Nov. 25. “I
have to bring that leader-
ship to the new guys com-
ing in. With my experience
I think I can give them a
hand in building their own
confidence in practices, so
they can bring that into the
game”

To Bailie, who started
his own lawn maintenance
business this summer with
13 clients in Niagara Falls,
keeping his Preds team-
mates focused will be im-
portant this season.

“I'm hoping we can get
everyone to stick with the
program,” said Baillie. “I
want everyone to give 110
per cent at each practice.
I think that was a lacking
point last year. We have
to have everyone on top
of their game, everyone
wanting the same outcome.
That's the only way we can
be successful”

Sidelined with a knee
problem as a 16-year-old
early in 2021-2022, Bail-
lie worked on honing his
blue line skills last year, but

knows exactly where he
wants to improve this sea-
son.

“That first year, that in-
jury, that was tough,” Baillie
recalled. “I definitely im-
proved my defensive struc-
ture last season. This year
I'm looking to build off of
that, and also build onto
my offensive game. I think
that's something I've been
lacking. If T build on that
I'll be a solid defenceman?”

Hell be joined on the
blue line by newcomer
Aidan Jones, who played
his AAA hockey last year
with the Blyth-Deerview
Academy. Jones was tak-
en by the Predators in the
fifth round of the league
draft this May. His young-
er brother Rhys will also be

vying for regular shifts with
the Preds, but at centre.

From Hamilton,
the 17-year-old Aidan
says his two years at the
Blyth-Deerview Academy
helped him improve his
skills.

“Every practice was
about skills,” he told The
Local. “The focus wasnt
on winning games, but im-
proving as a player. Lots of
stick-handling drills and
things like that. It really
helped me develop as a
player”

The 617 190-pound
Jones says he’s not a goal
scorer, but excels at the
penalty kill.

“I'm a stay-at-home de-
fender, very much a defen-
sive player,” he said. “Hold-

ing on to a lead, keeping
the puck away from the net,
that's my role”

Jones had spoken to the
Predators before the draft,
but was surprised when he
was chosen.

“They didnt mention
the draft to me then,” he
said Monday night. “They
just mentioned the camps
coming up and invited me
out to skate this summer.
I was excited already, and
even more excited when
they drafted me”

The Grade 12 student
at Westmount Secondary
School in Hamilton is look-
ing forward to the start of
the season, and is hoping a
stint with the Predators will
turn into an opportunity to
play hockey and study en-
gineering at an American
college.

“T've been talking with
some Division III NCAA
schools already, he says.
‘Tm looking forward to
studying mechatronic en-
gineering. It's a focus on
mechanical and electrical,
but it’s more about building
automated assemblies.”

While both Jones and
Baillie have the luxury of
being able to live at home
while playing out of NOTL,
a few of their teammates
from further afield will
need local accommoda-
tions. Turnbull says the
team is still in need of four
or five billet families to host
some of the young Preda-
tors. He can be contacted at
416-705-9948 or via email
at turnbullr54@gmail.com.

The Predators open
their season at home Sept.
15 against Tottenham, now
known as the Railers under
new owner Micheal Prock.
Game time is 7:30 p.m.
Tickets are $10 for adults
and $8 for seniors.

Aidan Jones was a fifth-round pick in this May’s draft.

Returning defenceman Logan Baillie skates during a drill Monday night.
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Winning Shark crews keep trophies local

Sharon Burns
The Local

The Shark was born in
Niagara-on-the-Lake,  and
the top honours in Shark
racing stays with Niagara-
on-the-Lake crews.

The 56th Shark World
Championship was held at
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Sailing Club over the course
of five days last week, with 48
boats entered and crews from
as far away as Germany and
Austria.

But it was the local crews
who took home the trophies.

Josh Wiwcharyk, Alex
Letchford and Chris Clarke
sailed Crunch to a first place
win.

“It was a great, crazy day;
said Wiwcharyk. “We were
up by a couple points, but
it didn't really matter. We
couldnt get off the line very
well. We were well behind
and we made some decisions
that we wouldn't have made
otherwise. It was a gruelling,
stressful race”

Wiwcharyk explained that
they didn't have fun “until we
hit the dock. It wasn't until the
dust settled and the scorers
did their thing that we knew
that we won by one point. We
actually thought that we had
lost on a tiebreaker.

Wiwcharyk and his crew
sailed to a second place finish
when the Worlds were at the
NOTL sailing club in 2009.

The Harper brothers
placed second. Jacob, Levi
and Malcolm are the third
generation to sail Rampant
Lion. “As each boy turned
three years old, they earned a
spot to sail on this boat with
their grandparents or aunt
and uncle] explained their
mom, Roberta Harper.

Roberta and her hus-
band, Bruce, run the regular
Wednesday night races with
up to 15 boats, “which is kind
of like a mini regatta for us,
said Jacob.

Malcolm admitted that it
was a tough week of sailing.
“It took a lot of clear head-
space to keep it together and
focus;” he said. “It's definitely
tough to do a week-long race
like this”

Levi said he was proud of
the trio “for staying mentally
tough, but it was hard sailing.
We were probably the most
consistent as far as being in
the top 10 most of the week,
and we were able to battle
back”

As for three siblings work-
ing so closely in a stressful sit-
uation, confined to the small
shell of a boat, Jacob said, “it’s
definitely a bonding experi-
ence where we just battle each
other out on the race course,
but we leave it out on the
race course, right?” he asked
as he looked at his brothers.
“When we come in, we figure
out what we need to do for
tomorrow, and then we grow
on that?

Richard  Hinterhoeller,
principal race officer, was re-
sponsible for running the rac-
es. “T surround myself with a
bunch of very experienced
and talented people, Hin-
terhoeller said. I let them do
their job, and we go out there
and between the group of us,
if we have some nice wind, we
end up with some nice races”

Hinterhoeller's  father,
George, created the Shark
in NOTL in 1959. Richard
spoke to the lasting love of the
Shark.

“Its the brilliance of the
design,” said Hinterhoeller.
“What you've got is people
like the Harpers and youve
got the next group a half
generation below them, and
theyre buying these Sharks
and theyre putting some
time and effort into it, putting
some new sails on it and then
sailing faster than old guys
like me”

Hinterhoeller, who races

on the regular Wednesday
nights, has a son who lives in
Campbell River who races,
and a daughter who has been
doing race committee work
with him for 20 years.

As Lord Mayor Gary
Zalepa, a sailing club mem-
ber and Shark racer, started
up the barbecue to feed the
racers last Friday evening,
he told The Local that it is
amazing that there is a picture
of George mounted in the
clubhouse. In it, he is sitting
on a shark prototype with
the lighthouse behind him in

1959, and this week 48 boats
were sailing back and forth in
front of it.

Another sailing club crew
won the long-distance race
and the Bill Metzger Trophy
for top hours in the practice
race, the long-distance race
and the last race. Amicus was
sailed by Mark Schantz, Dave
Schantz and Ken Greer.

The George Hinterhoeller
Award was presented to Jin-
nie Gordon, of the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Sailing Club, for
her commitment to promot-
ing women’s sailing and her

dedication to the Shark class.

Race  organizers fol-
lowed the Sailor for the Sea
Clean Regatta protocols and
achieved the Gold Standard.
Only two bags of garbage
were created over seven days,
with four meals being served
to 200 people. Everything
was reusable, compostable or
recyclable. Cutlery was made
from recycled, fully com-
postable coffee grounds. The
Niagara Region provided a
water wagon, refillable water
bottles and extra green bins
for composting.

Brothers Levi, Malcolm and Jacob Harper on their last day of sailing. The siblings took second
place in the Shark World Championship. (Sharon Burns)

Alex Letchford, Josh Wiwcharyk and Chris Clarke sailed Crunch ~ Richard Hinterhoeller, son of George Hinterhoeller, who designed and built the first Shark in 1959,
to a first place win. (Jim Schacht)

ran the races. (Sharon Burns)

Sharks out on the lake Thursday. (David Gilchrist)
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Berg family donates $5,500 to support hockey, hockey player

Mike Balsom
The Local

The late James Berg
continues to have an impact
in the Niagara-on-the-Lake
community, almost two
years after his sudden death
at 53 years old.

The family of the long-
time executive and volun-
teer with the NOTL Wolves
Minor Hockey Club held a
tournament in his name
during a snowy Decem-
ber weekend in 2022. Last
week, the proceeds from
the James Berg Memorial
Hockey Tournament were
distributed back into the
community in his name.

The Berg family gath-
ered with current club ex-
ecutives outside the arena
last Tuesday to present a
cheque for $4,500 to the
Wolves. Also present was
18-year-old Sam Walker,
who received the first James
Berg Memorial Scholarship
of $1,000.

“We created an educa-
tional scholarship to go to
somebody in their last year
of hockey, said Madison
Berg, James’ daughter. “My
dad was a very generous,
caring guy who loved giv-
ing back to his community.
We wanted this scholarship
to go to someone who em-
bodied that dedication to
the community”

A NOTL native, James
Berg joined the hockey
clubs executive in 2010,
despite not having been
a hockey player himself.
He held the role of presi-
dent early on, and took on
a number of other roles
through the years.

As his children Mack-
enzie, Madison and Mitch-
ell began playing hockey
in town, he also assumed
roles with their teams. Cur-
rent club president Pete
Flynn credited Berg for be-
ing instrumental in “saving
hockey” in NOTL.

Despite a snowstorm
that made travel almost
impossible last December
23, about 100 players and
dozens of spectators and

Wolves vice-president Joe Pagnotta, scholarship winner Sam Walker, Carolyn Berg, Mackenzie Berg, Wolves president Peter
Flynn, and Madison Berg gather for the handing over of cheques to minor hockey and a deserving player. (Mike Balsom)

supporters showed up for
the first James Berg Memo-
rial Hockey Tournament at
the Meridian Credit Union
and Centennial Arenas.
The eight teams squared off
to win bragging rights and
a team set of T-shirts, at the
same time raising $5,500
through entry fees, conces-
sion sales and donations.

“The  stands  were
packed,” Berg’s daughter
Madison told The Local at
the time. “The snow was
crazy, but the whole com-
munity really came out.
There were people all over
the arena. It was so amaz-
ing to see how busy it was”

The donation to the
hockey club will be used
primarily to develop young
goaltenders who play for
the Wolves.

“We want to bring a lit-
tle more on-ice goalie de-
velopment to each team,’
Flynn said. “We want to
bring someone in to work
with each team at their
own practices, an hour at
a time, on edging and skat-

ing. It’s for the development
of both rep and local league
goalies”

The family decided that
some of the proceeds of
the tournament would be
awarded as a scholarship
to a young Wolves player
in their final year of high
school. The recipient would
have played for the Wolves
for at least the past three
years and be intending to
pursue  post-secondary
studies.

Most importantly, the
chosen player should have
demonstrated qualities
similar to James Bergs.
In the application for the
award, James is described
as a selfless man who con-
stantly put others before
himself, giving back to the
community in any way
possible.

“He was a very positive
figure in all aspects of his
life” says the scholarship
description,  “encourag-
ing and uplifting others to
constantly be their absolute
best. James always had a

ORSHIP

Sunday, September 3rd

9:45 a.m.
Cornerstone Kids Sign In
(Nursery - Grade 8)
10:00 a.m.
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person

Message:
Elder-Led Prayer

To advertise your

Woiship Seivices

in this section, please contact:

joy@notllocal.com

friendly, supportive spir-
it and was a leader in the
community. He was never a
superstar or looked to have
the attention on himself,
but rather he was a guy who
genuinely enjoyed bringing
everyone together”

Walker was chosen
from a group of four ap-
plicants to receive the first
James Berg Memorial
Scholarship.

“His application was
really well-written,” said
Madison, “and the quali-
ties that he displayed really
matched Dad the best. Like
Dad, he dedicated his time

to the community and his
willingness to help out any
way possible was amazing.

Walker was a member of
last year’s Wolves Under-18
rep team that won a silver
medal in the Niagara Dis-
trict Hockey League cham-
pionships. Despite having
to sit out the last month or
so of the season with a bro-
ken wrist, Walker was there
at every game and practice
for his teammates.

His tenure with the
Wolves goes far beyond the
minimum three years re-
quired for the scholarship,
having played in the NOTL

organization since he was
five years old. Walker gave
back to the club as a refer-
ee and helped current club
vice-president Joe Pagnotta
as an assistant coach with a
team a few years ago.

“He was a huge help
with our referee program,”
Flynn said Tuesday. “And
he put in so many hours
helping out in the box as a
timekeeper, too.”

“This scholarship
means a lot to me; the
honours graduate of Holy
Cross Catholic Secondary
School told The Local, “and
not just for the money. I
had (James Berg) coach me
for one year. He was a great
guy to have on the bench.
Just to be recognized for
some of the qualities he
had, that’s a pretty high ac-
complishment?”

Walker leaves for the
University of Guelph next
week, where he will be
studying marine and fresh-
water biology. He hopes
to eventually work in re-
search.

And despite having
now aged out of the Wolves
system, Walker says his
hockey days are definitely
not over. He’s planning to
play intramural hockey at
university once that starts
up.

Meanwhile, the Bergs
are already busy planning
the next James Berg Me-
morial Hockey Tourna-
ment. They are hoping to
hold it the last Friday be-
fore Christmas Day, and
are working with the town’s
parks and recreation de-
partment on nailing down
ice time for the event.

The family of James Berg, shown here with his wife Carolyn, wanted to do something to give
back to the community in his name. (Supplied)



notllocal.com

THENOTLO pea/ M August30,2023 19

Yoeal

LASSIFIEDS =

classified@notllocal.com
CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU
Across: 54 Harsh treatment 23 Federal fiscal watchdog
1 # 57 Applicable 25 One of ahundredinD C
5 Conversation 59 Entertainment 27 Eye cell
9 P C to web link company 60 Bench with a back 28 Methods
12 Persian Gulf port 63 Letters on Royal Navy ships 29 Statement of understanding
13 Gypsy people 64 E.g. a street kiss 30 The Beatles’ lovely meter maid
14 Immediately, in hospital 67 Horse controller 32 Apiece
16 Edgar --- Poe 69 Spanish fashion designer --- 33 Antidotes
17 Upon Rabanne 34 Classic Ford model
18 Insect destructive of clothes 71 Long 37 Type of rechargeable cell
19 Negative 73 Aware of 39 Man-eating giant
20 One coming out 74 Overnight stops 40 Stimulating South American shrub
22 Big beer can 75 Law 41 Sitinatub
24 --- Grande 76 Fight against underwater threats 43 Bank machine
25 Solar system center 77 Penny 46 E.g. Robinson, Doubtfire
26 Casing 78 UR L starter 48 Plump
28 Electrical connector 50 Vigor
31 Passed away (Abbr.) Down: 52 Thanksgiving dish
34 Old card game 1 Kind of hoop 54 Spherical hairdo
35 “Would it be ---?” (Presley: 2 Competently 55 --- Vista, Disney brand
“Can’t help falling in love”) 3 Cape Town carrier 56 Military groups
36 Father’s sibling 4 One of the Indian majority 58 Outguess
38 Physicians 5 Quarrelsome grouch 61 Heroic
42 So far 6 Very fashionable 62 Diminish slowly
43 Sour-smelling 7 Hog-wild 63 Vast multitude
44 Sticky stuff 8 Recording medium 64 Gasp
45 Junction 9 Belief system 65 Bead
47 Not us 10 Bad weather 66 Newswoman --- Curry
48 Killer whale 11 Paved outdoor area 68 The present time
49 Rotational speed measure 12 Karate degree 70 Cable/satellite network
51 Bashful 15 Hammer god 72 Dine
53 Top 21 Aim
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www.morganfuneral.com

HELP WANTED

GENERAL FULL TIME LABOURER
WORKERS REQUIRED

General seasonal full-time laborer workers required. Duties include
pruning, tying, suckering, canopy management and harvesting. Must be
willing to work long hours, including weekends from March to November.
Must be fit and enjoy working outdoors in all weather conditions. No
education required but preference with vineyard experience will be given.
Wage $15.83/hour. Own transportation. Fax resumes 905-468-2365.
Only applicants to be interviewed will be contacted.

The Trusted Voice of Our Community
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Friday, September 8th ¢ 6 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

ADMISSION $5.00
Merritton Community Centre
7 Park Ave., St. Catharines

VENDORS WANTED!
Call 905-685-4480 for tables & info

Sponsored by: The Sporting Clubs of Niagara

HELP WANTED

Sell your unwanted
items or advertise your
garage sale in our

CLASSIFIEDS

To place your classified ad, contact Julia:
julia@notllocal.com
Deadline: Mondays at 3 p.m.

Sudoku solution from
August 23, 2023

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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