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Three inductees in town’s Sports Hall of Fame
Trevor Falk, Yvonne Haines,
Launcelot Cressy Servos honoured

St. Davids is  
growing, needs 
more attention

Recognizing Ukrainian independence
The Ukrainian flag was raised at the town hall Wednesday, six months after Russia invaded the country. At the flag-raising 
are Lord Mayor Betty Disero, Shirley Madsen, founder of Sunflowers For Ukraine, her granddaughter Savannah Nedeljkovi 
and husband Finn Madsen, to commemorate Ukrainian Independence Day and the Ukrainian Canadian Congress’s contin-
uous support of the Ukrainian community. For more information see page 7. (Photos supplied)

Adriana Cater (Vizzari) 
is a St. Davids resident hop-
ing to win a seat on council 
to look after the needs of St. 
Davids residents.

“We need a voice to deal 
with issues as they arise, and 
also to be proactive on spe-
cific issues,” she says.

St. Davids has grown very 
rapidly, and doesn’t get the at-
tention it deserves, she says. 
As an example, she points to 
all the new development in 
and around the village, and 
says “what’s the traffic man-
agement plan? Everything 
feels so reactive here.”

That includes attention to 
the pool, parks and schools.

Without proper represen-
tation, St David’s residents 
end up feeling “slighted and 

under-prioritized,” she says.
“That may have been fine 

a decade ago but our popu-
lation and demographic has 
changed so drastically.”

The community has le-
gitimate needs that deserve 
attention, “and someone 
who is willing to bring issues 
forward, advocate and put in 
the work.”

Since sewers were in-
stalled in 2003, the commu-
nity has grown from about 
230 homes to more than 
1,600 homes. What worked 
in St. Davids 20 years ago 
isn’t working now, she says.

Although Cater-Viz-
zari has never served as a  
politician, she feels she has a 
good understanding of what 
it means to be a municipal 
politician.

Continued on page 5
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A fastball and hockey star 
and coach, a long-time fig-
ure skating volunteer and a 
golfer with ties to the history 
of the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Golf Club are the three newest 
members of the town’s Sports 
Wall of Fame. 

At the first in-person cer-
emony since 2019 at Virgil’s 
Meridian Credit Union Arena, 

plaques honouring Trevor Falk, 
Yvonne Haines and Launcelot 
Cressy Servos were unveiled to 
a crowd of just under 100 fam-
ily members, friends, govern-
ment officials and teammates.

Servos, who was born in 
1879 in Buffalo, New York 
and moved with his parents to 
NOTL, was the first of the new 
inductees celebrated Friday 
night. He was nominated by 
the NOTL Museum.

Launcelot’s second cous-

in, Daniel Servos, explained 
that the honouree started his 
fascination with and long ca-
reer in golf as a young caddy 
at the NOTL Golf Club. Soon, 
Launcelot was entering long 
drive competitions in the U.S., 
such as the one in 1897 where 
he placed second with a drive 
of 186 yards, less than half of 
what would win a similar mod-
ern day competition. 

Servos won a major inter-
national tournament in Niagara 

before turning pro and becom-
ing one of the founding mem-
bers of the U.S. Professional 
Golfers Association (PGA). He 
played in the 1900 U.S. Open, 
designed the state of Florida’s 
first golf course, had his name 
on a set of McGregor brand 
irons and wrote some of the first 
popular golf instruction books.

“He travelled throughout 
North America and visited 
many golf courses,” Daniel 
told the crowd, “but Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake was always 
home, and he maintained a 
residence here on Gate Street. 
Though it doesn’t appear he 
was a member of the Niaga-

ra-on-the-Lake Golf Club, he 
continued to be associated with 
it, and he donated the Servos 
Trophy, which is still played for 
today in the men’s tournament.” 

Daniel also connected 
Launcelot directly to another 
member of the NOTL Sports 
Wall of Fame, perennial men’s 
club champion Al Derbyshire, 
who died in 2018.

“He used to watch Launce-
lot and carried his clubs on 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake golf 
course,” Daniel said. “It’s nice to 
see that tie-in.”

Launcelot died in Toronto in 
1969 and is buried at the St. Mark’s 
Anglican Church cemetery. 

Next up came Yvonne 
Haines, named to the Wall of 
Fame in the builder category for 
her three decades of volunteer 
support of the NOTL Figure 
Skating Club. Current director 
of skating programs and ice 
chair Judi Boyle-Krzeczkowski 
introduced Haines as a “true role 
model” who continues to con-
tribute to the club with “passion, 
commitment and enthusiasm.”

“She is continuously picking 
up new ideas,” Boyle-Krzec-
zkowski said of the club’s cur-
rent co-president and treasurer, 
“with her invaluable resources 
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Clean-up of Cole Drain spill could top $1 million
No word yet on whether
insurance will cover it

A neighbour of the Cole drain took these photos Tuesday, Aug. 30. The spill council discussed Monday was discovered last 
Wednesday, Aug. 17, and residents are concerned they still don’t know the cause, or what it is — the town is only saying it’s 
organic material. The drain should be dry, but the neighbour who took these photos says if anything the black water is getting 
darker and has started to smell. The town has the area pumped “a few times a day, but no improvement,” the neighbour says. 
There is concern amongst nearby residents now that it is becoming a breeding ground for mosquitoes and a danger for West 
Nile virus.
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An update from Kevin 
Turcotte to council Monday 
night was vague about the 
contents of a large spill that 
occurred Aug. 17, and that 
the town continues to clean 
up.

The acting operations 
director had some new in-
formation on the situation 
to share, but couldn’t answer 
all councillors’ questions.

The continuing removal 
of the contents in the Cole 
Drain will likely climb to 
more than $1 million, with 
the cost described by Coun. 
Erwin Wiens as likely the 
most expensive project the 
town will undertake this 
year.

As of Aug. 22, just five 
days into the spill, the cost of 
the consultant who ia advis-
ing the town, and vacuum-
ing some of the 480,000 li-
tres of what was determined 
to be organic material, work 
that was going 24 hours a 
day, had already reached 
more than $650,000.

While Turcotte wouldn’t 
“hazard a guess” at how 
much more money will be 
spent before the clean-up 
and remediation is com-
plete, Wiens had no prob-
lem extrapolating further 
costs to reach more than $1 
million. “If we have to cover 
this, where are we going to 
get the money?”

Treasurer Kyle Freeborn 
told councillors if insurance 
doesn’t cover it and costs 
can’t be recovered from the 
source of the spill, the town 
will have to turn to its re-
serves.

Wiens’ frustration at the 
lack of answers was evident, 
as he tried to ascertain why 
it was taking the town so 
long to identify the contents 
and source of the spill.

Although “there was 
some delay” in getting the 
lab results because of the 
type of testing required, 
Turcotte assured councillors 
the organic material in the 
drain is not hazardous, but 
couldn’t specify exactly what 
it is, other than organic ma-

terial, which he described as 
good news.

Although initially coun-
cillors understood him to 
mean a more detailed anal-
ysis would be forthcoming, 
when questioned about the 
timeline, he clarified the 
town has the lab results but 
won’t release more detailed 
information, because it 
wouldn’t be understood.

CAO Marnie Cluck-
ie likened the situation to 
someone receiving blood 
work results, but not under-
standing what they mean — 
only a doctor would be able 
to interpret them.

She went on to say it is 
important for the town “to 
be open and transparent,” 
and will bring back results 
“in a way we can interpret 
clearly.” She said the public 
will also be advised when 
the source of the spill is dis-
covered. 

Tuesday morning, resi-
dents living in the area of the 
spill received a letter inviting 
them to a virtual informa-
tion session Thursday, Sept 
1 at 5 p.m., saying questions 
can be asked in advance by 
email or during the virtual 
meeting.

One neighbour to the 
drain told The Local Tues-
day morning that although 
liquid is being pumped reg-
ularly from the drain, there 
is no visible improvment, 
and if anything the water is 
getting darker. It is also be-
ginning to smell.

Turcotte assured coun-
cillors the town’s insurance 
company had sent a repre-
sentative to the site of the 
spill, where a total of four 
berms have now been built 
to stop the flow of material 
through the drain.

Turcotte told council-
lors the town has the min-
istry documentation — not 
an order for clean-up, but 
“written direction” that will 
fulfill the insurance compa-
ny’s requirements to cover 
the cost of the spill.

He explained the insur-
ance company has not com-
mitted to covering the cost, 
and will wait to determine 
the cause, since whomever 

is responsible for it should 
be liable for costs.

Turcotte said although a 
source has not been identi-
fied, a leachate leak from the 
Line 5 landfill site has been 
eliminated.

“We have our test results, 
and we have our action plan 
to clean up the spill,” he said.

Coun. Gary Burroughs 
asked that the possibility of a 
leachate leak continue to be 
considered, and also ques-
tioned who is looking at the 
content and source of the 
contaminant.

“I have a problem with 
hundreds of thousands of 
litres in ditches and we don’t 
know what it is.”

Turcotte explained the 
consultant hired to oversee 
the clean-up operation is 
also looking for the source.

Six large fluid contain-
ment tanks that hold 80,000 
litres each were lined up 
along Concession 5 between 
Line 6 and Line 7 early in 
the clean-up, and once filled, 
were emptied into tanker 
trucks to be taken offsite.

By Friday, four more 
tanks were set up to hold 
the material until it could 
be pumped into trucks and 
removed to a location ap-

proved by the ministry of 
the environment, though 
Turcotte didn’t say where.

Although there were 
kudos from councillors 
and the CAO for the quick 
action of staff when they 
learned of the spill, there 
was some question about 
the lack of communication 
to residents, who were call-
ing the town, councillors 
and the press, witnessing the 
massive clean-up operation 
that by Monday had been 
going on for 13 days, and 
desperate for answers about 
the substance in the drain 
near or on their properties.

Communication could 
be improved in the future, 
Cluckie agreed, by having 
a letter template available 
to fill in the blanks and ex-
plain the situation to con-
cerned residents. But in the 
meantime town staff were 
answering questions as best 
they could.

“People are scared, and 
worried about it,” she said, 
“and it’s important to allevi-
ate those concerns.”

But it’s also important to 
give out correction informa-
tion, Cluckie added, and be-
ing sure staff have “definitive 
answers.”

Nellie Keeler may know 
more about the Cole Drain 
and its history than anyone 
in town — she has lived 
on the same property for 
47 years, and remembers 
when it became an agri-
cultural drain named after 
the farmer who requested 
it. Like some of her neigh-
bours, Keeler has been mak-
ing phone calls to the town, 
Lord Mayor Betty Disero, 
and to The Local, trying to 
get some answers.

Keeler, the first wom-
an to sit on town council 
— she served six terms as 
what was then called an 
alderman — explains that 
agricultural drains began in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake when 
a farmer wanted one on his 
land to drain surface water. 
If the town agreed to the 
drain, it was named after 
the farmer who initiated the 
project.

Keeler lives at Line 6 and 
Concession 6, and the drain, 
which should be dry, crosses 
her property.

Like others, Keeler said 
she couldn’t fathom what 
might have caused the black 
water running through 
through the drain, and was 
frustrated that the town 

couldn’t find the source. The 
size of the spill alone should 
have made it easy to find 
where it entered the drain — 
she didn’t believe anything of 
that magnitude would come 
up through the ground or 
travel underground.

“I know this drain inside 
and out,” she told The Local, 
and as hard as she tries to 
picture a scenario of what 
has happened to it, she can’t.

She questioned wheth-
er anyone of those tasked 
with working on the spill 
had walked the length of the 
drain from where it starts 
on York Road north to Four 
Mile Creek, but Cluckie said 
yes, they had.

Keeler is also concerned 
about a large pond further 
north along the drain from 
the first berm that was in-
stalled, at the edge of her 
property, and whether it is 
connected to the spill.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
visited Keeler and saw the 
pond, but was assured by 
Turcotte Monday it has been 
there for some time, and is 
not created by or related to 
the spill.

He suggested a fallen tree 
could have blocked water 
flow and created the pond.

Penny Coles
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The NOTL Museum is going to expand last year’s poppy project, which created a curtain of poppies at the museum’s  
front door, with a plan to cascade poppies along both sides of the Courthouse entrance. There will also be poppies 
on lampposts along King Street and wreaths on selected Queen Street store fronts. The poppies will go up Nov. 1, 
and on museum grounds, a poppy garden will include veterans’ names. Sarah Kaufman was at council Monday to 
describe the project, telling councillors Barbara Worthy has planned it, and along with 40 volunteers will see it com-
pleted. (Rendering supplied)

Looking ahead to Poppy Project
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Town to ask region to put roundabout on hold - again

No solutions  
for pickleball 
players or courts
Staff will continue to 
investigate for next year

A St. Davids resident was 
at council Monday to ask 
that the region be convinced 
to put the recommended 
roundabout on hold.

John Gartner told coun-
cillors Monday that after a 
meeting of St. Davids Rate-
payers Association members 
with regional staff — a meet-
ing residents had been trying 
to arrange for two years — it 
quickly became evident the 
region was only interested in 
talking about design details 
of a roundabout for the in-
tersection of Four Mile Creek 
Road and York Road, and not 
looking at alternatives.

Gartner, with a back-
ground of senior planning 
positions for regions and 
municipalities, told council-

Council had a brief dis-
cussion Monday evening on 
the future use of the Virgil 
outdoor pickleball courts, 
until the two-year court 
order that has shut them 
down due to a noise bylaw 
infraction is satisfied.

Acting operations direc-
tor Kevin Turcotte spoke 
of a staff report that looked 
at alternative uses for the 
courts, and recommended 
ball hockey, street soccer 
and lacrosse as the best op-
tions.

The report also recom-
mends “further investi-
gation be coupled with a 
public consultation to solicit 
feedback and understand 
the desires and concerns of 
the community.”

If the outdoor court is to 

lors two factors should have 
been considered: moving 
traffic through the intersec-
tion; and the impact on the 
community and its values.

In St. Davids, he says, he 
hasn’t heard from one resi-
dent who supports a round-
about at that intersection.

“I have no issue with 
roundabouts, I actually love 
roundabouts,” he said, hav-
ing travelled in many differ-
ent parts of the world where 
they are well-used, “but in 
locations that are appropri-
ate.”

A roundabout in St. Da-
vids, he added, “is not appro-
priate.”

He suggested the re-
gion is basing its choice on 
data from 20 years ago. The 
community has grown and 
changed since then, as have 
its traffic needs.

be used for any sport, due 
diligence will be required, 
said CAO Marnie Cluck-
ie, to ensure there will be 
no noise bylaw infractions, 
and that any option chosen 
would be a “compatible use.”

Sound attenuation mea-
sures, such as a sound barri-
er, would be expensive and 
not necessarily effective, 
and enclosing the courts 
would be even more expen-
sive, said Turcotte.

With the Centennial 
Arena, which was con-
verted to pickleball courts 
during the summer, now 
back to being used for ice 
activities, the club is being 
offered more time at the 
community centre, but Tur-
cotte said he hasn’t found 
another location to replace 
the Virgil Sports Park pick-
leball courts when outdoor 
play resumes next year.

He told councillors he 
would like to see the region 
consider a traffic bypass, in-
stead of a roundabout, and 
that in the meantime he 
would like the region to do 
nothing — his ask of council 
was to find a way to convince 
the region “to put it on the 
back burner.”

“I think we’d rather have 
nothing there than the 
wrong something,” he said, 
asking for more time to 
come up with what is right 
for the intersection, and not 
at the expense of pedestri-
ans, who would have to use 

the roundabout to cross the 
intersection.

Gartner has recently lost 
his sight, and couldn’t cross 
at a roundabout, he says — 
he would hate for someone 
like himself, or a child, to be 
hit by a vehicle while trying 
to cross the busy street.

He told councillors sta-
tistics show roundabouts are 
safer for vehicles, “but not for 
pedestrians.”

The location of St. Davids 
School was not taken into 
account during the envi-
ronmental study of the area, 
although children use that 

intersection to get to school, 
he said.

Any slow-down in traffic 
at the intersection now is a 
matter of seconds, he said, “a 
minor inconvenience, not a 
major problem.”

Coun. Erwin Wiens 
agreed there is no need for 
a roundabout, and said he 
doesn’t even see the seconds 
drivers have to wait at the 
intersection as an inconve-
nience. He travels through it 
regularly, “and the most I’ve 
had to wait is 35 seconds. If 
you’re complaining about 
waiting 35 seconds you need 

to leave.”
Councillors agreed to ask 

the region, for the second 
time, to put the roundabout 
on hold while other options 
to divert traffic are consid-
ered.

The roundabout would 
have to be included in the re-
gional budget for it to go for-
ward, said Lord Mayor Betty 
Disero, telling councillors 
she thinks there would be 
support from other regional 
councillors and mayors to 
putting a stop to the round-
about through the budget 
process.
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Public input sought to help improve healthcare

Hospital decision delayed to ‘get it right’

A series of public en-
gagement sessions to be 
held over the next month 
will ask for ideas and in-
formation on how changes 
to delivery of healthcare in 
Niagara may address some 
of the current challenges, 
and improve the services 
that are provided.

The Niagara Ontario 
Health Team - Team-Équi-
pe Santé Ontario, formed 
about two years ago, “is 
made up of a planning 
table of about 45 orga-
nizations, of which the 
Niagara North Family 
Health is one,” says Mary 
Keith, executive director 
of the health team that 
includes several Niagara- 
on-the-Lake physicians 
and many patients. “We 
are an integral part of the 

When the former term 
of town councillors agreed 
the town should purchase 
the 2.4-hectare Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake Hospital 
property on Wellington 
Street for $3.5 million, its 
use was left up in the air, to 
be determined in the future.

The current council 
has been trying for the last  
couple of years to find the 
right use for that property, 
and has now agreed to leave 
it for the next term of coun-
cil to decide.

Because of the impor-
tance of the site and the 
need for the process to be 
handled without interfer-
ence, a fairness adviser was 
hired to oversee it.

A developer could eas-
ily begin lobbying for the 
property, says Coun. Gary 
Burroughs, who was on the 
hospital board at one time, 

OHT,” she adds. “Our 
goals are to provide more  
seamless and integrated 
care for patients across the 
region.”

As well as family health 
teams, the Ontario Health 
Team includes social ser-
vice agencies, education-
al institutions and a wide 
range of caregivers.

The public engage-
ment sessions have been  
planned to help these 
agencies and organizations 
fulfill their  commitment 
to working as a team to 
provide better, inclusive 
services, support and care 
to patients, clients, fami-
lies and caregivers, better 
access and better overall 
experiences and health 
outcomes for Niagara  
residents.

The first public engage-
ment session was held at the 
Fort Erie Native Friendship 

chair of the hospital com-
mittee, and committed to 
ensuring a fair process.

Nine proposals were re-
ceived in response to the 
town’s request for ideas 
about how to use the site, 
but in meetings behind 
closed doors, council decid-
ed to cancel the process.

It’s not that the ideas 
weren’t good ones, says 
Lord Mayor Betty Disero — 
they were.

When councillors re-
viewed the results of the 
process, and discussed the 
“very broad range of pos-
sibilities, it got us thinking 
that we need to determine 
more clearly what we want 
for the site, and how we 
accomplish that before we 
move forward.”

She spoke of looking at 
the bigger picture of what is 
needed in town and where 
it is best located. The hospi-
tal is just one site, one of the 
few remaining with insti-

Centre last week, and went 
well, says Carol Stewart- 
Kirkby, executive direc-
tor of the Portage Family 
Health Team in Niagara 
Falls, who helped lead the 
workshop.

With a turnout of about 
30 people, she says, “we 
had some good feedback, 
good discussions, and 
good engagement.”

The meetings in the 
coming weeks, from Sept. 
13 to 22, will be offered in 
two sessions in Welland, 
in French and English; in 
St. Catharines, Lincoln, 
Beamsville and Niagara 
Falls, and two virtually, 
one in French and one in 
English.

“We’re paying close at-
tention to the Indigenous 
and Francophone commu-
nities,” she says, in an effort 
to better understand their 
very specific needs and 

tutional zoning, so council 
wants to be sure it’s put to 
the best use for the commu-
nity.

The proposals were 
more general rather than 
detailed, and council also 
didn’t want to put applicants 
to the time, trouble and ex-
pense of providing more de-
tails until councillors have a 
better idea of their vision for 
the property, Disero said.

The decision to postpone 
it was to give more time to 
consult with the public, like-
ly in a workshop in the new 
year, to discuss how others 
also see the property being 
used.

“Whatever is on the site 
will benefit the community, 
and we want to be sure what 
we do is what the public 
wants.”

The proposals included 
an arts, culture and educa-
tion hub, tourism accom-
modation, seniors housing, 
residential housing and 

how to serve them better.
With 45 organizations 

around the table, and a 
conscious decision that 
each one, from the larg-
est to the smallest, will  
carry the same weight in 
the decision-making pro-
cess, the outcome will be 
determined by consensus, 
she says.

“There will be no mov-
ing forward until every-
one is confident with the 
decisions made. We’re all 
working together for better 
healthcare, and it’s import-
ant that everyone at the ta-
ble has had their say.”

Input is also very im-
portant, she says, from 
patients, family members, 
and caregivers. Everyone 
in Niagara is impacted by 
healthcare, and getting it 
right for the future “is a 
monumental task.”

When Ontario Health 

parking, among other ideas.
Disero said her person-

al concern is that “these 
were really great ideas, but 
we only have one piece of 
property. How can we best 
accommodate them? We 
have to look at the bigger 
picture. We don’t want to 
make a wrong decision, be-
cause whatever we decide 

Teams were formed two 
years ago, she says, “I think 
there was an elevated ex-
pectation that was not nec-
essarily realistic. It was not 
as concrete as we would 
have expected it to be.”

So while the process 
isn’t going to be completed 
quickly, it will be thorough.

It will take time, and 
small steps to move for-
ward, she explains. “We 
can’t move any faster. We 
understand everyone has 
to be involved in the de-
cision-making process, 
including the public. We 
recognize the system hasn’t 
been perfect, and there is a 
lot of work to do,” she says, 
stressing the best way to 
get it right is for “everyone 
to get involved, to contrib-
ute to making it better.”

Although the process 
isn’t set in stone, she en-
visions eventually having 

will be with us for a long, 
long time.”

Burroughs agreed post-
poning the decision was the 
right decision.

While he has been 
hoping since the hospital 
closed that there could be 
much-needed palliative 
care and transitional care 
beds, at this stage, it would 

focus groups with “pools 
of people” who want to be 
involved in certain areas, 
such as family members or 
caregivers of people with 
dementia offering their  
experiences and their ideas 
of how to improve care for 
those who suffer from de-
mentia.

“Their informa-
tion would feed into  
the changes we would 
hope to make to improve 
the system.”

What those focus 
groups would be, she says, 
“we’re waiting to be told. 
We want the patients, their 
families and caregivers, di-
recting us. They have sto-
ries to tell, and often those 
stories point us in certain 
directions.”

For more information 
about times and locations 
visit https://noht-eson.ca/
events/

have to be a private compa-
ny providing those beds, he 
said.

With the shortage of in-
stitutional zoning in town, 
his choice would be to see 
that zoning for the prop-
erty retained, rather than 
“jumping to residential use” 
as happened with the Par-
liament Oak property.
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The future of the former NOTL Hospital building is still uncertain — council wants to be sure 
it gets it right.  (File photo)
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St. Davids woman hoping for seat at council table

Adriana Cater-Vizzari

When she was growing 
up in Thorold, her father, 
Tony Vizzari, served two 
terms on municipal council.

“I grew up understanding 
the commitment the job re-
quires,” she says. “Maybe I’m 
new to municipal politics but 
I grew up with it being talked 
about all the time at home. 
We had landlines in those 
days, and my father got a lot 
of calls at home. He spent a 

lot of time on community ad-
vocacy. And I remember him 
coming to my Grade 9 class 
to talk about what it was like 
being a municipal politician. 
My takeaway from all of that 
was very positive.” 

She also saw the need for 
balancing family dynamics 
with municipal politics.

“I saw how it worked, and 
I also see the need to repre-
sent St. Davids.”

Her parents now live in 
St. Davids as well, where she 
and her husband are raising 

four children, aged five, sev-
en, eight and 10, all of them 
at St. Davids Public School. 

Rather than looking be-
hind, she says she is looking 
to be a voice for the future. 
As chair of the St. Davids 
pool committee, she hopes to 
help the town attract federal 
and provincial grants to fund 
a new pool. 

She also wants to ensure 
the town’s plan for parks and 
recreation covers all of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake, including 
what is needed in St. Davids.

“I want to advocate for 
the pool, but also for other 
sports and recreation oppor-
tunities. We don’t have a soc-
cer field or a full basketball 
court, but we have a growing 
number of families with chil-
dren,” she says.

She remembers sitting at 
a meeting for the Tanbark 
park, behind the St. Davids 
Fire Station.

“There wasn’t the growth 
in the village then, but that 
changed. I want to move for-
ward with representation on 
council for the future. And 
people have to vote to make 
that happen.”

While she agrees with 
residents who don’t want to 
see a roundabout in the vil-
lage centre, a regional proj-
ect, she would also like to 
see a Transportation Master 
Plan that deals with St. Da-
vids as well as the rest of the 
municipality, “to look at the 
big picture, but also to look at 
St. Davids.

She’d also like to be part 
of a conversation asking the 
school board about a high 
school in town.

“Things are changing, 
and I want to be part of that 
change. My goals are for the 
future of the area.”

Cater-Vizzari says she is 
all over town with her kids. 
“We spend time at the arena, 
on the soccer field, we know 

every park in town, the sail-
ing club, we’re everywhere.”

The St. Davids pool just 
had its summer’s end party, 
“and it was so much fun. It 
was awesome. It’s a testament 
to how much people care 
about this community.”

While Cater-Vizzari is 

aware of the talk about a ward 
system in town, and there 
are distinct communities in 
NOTL, she says the first step 
is to get people out to vote.

“My job right now is to 
get elected to represent St. 
Davids, and work to a bright-
er future.”

Continued from page 1

Last week St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church had about 50 kids participating in their 
week-long Vacation Bible School at the church hall on Davy Street, and on the church 
grounds. The theme was the Rocky Railway, with train-themed activities, songs and 
even snacks. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Vacation Bible Camp
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Taking care with hospital future a wise move
Councillors made a wise 

decision when they decided 
not to proceed with the pro-
cess to determine the future 
of the former hospital build-
ing on Wellington Street.

It may not be in great 
condition — although it 
seems not that long ago a lot 
of money, raised from dona-
tions made by residents to the 
hospital foundation, was put 
into repairs and updates — 
but it’s an important property, 
too important to get wrong.

The building dates back to 
1951, and was closed in 2018. 
But years before that, around 
1994, there were efforts by 
the provincial government of 
the day to close it. A group of 
residents stepped up, joined 
an organization called SOS - 
Save our Sick, led by the late 
Gerry Wooll, and rallied to 
keep it open.

Departments had already 
been shut down, the materni-
ty ward long gone, the emer-

care, would also be serving 
the community, and would 
retain its institutional zoning.

Accommodations for 
visitors, either in a hotel or 
motel, or parking, might be 
important to the tourism in-
dustry and benefit residents 
as well by getting parking 
off downtown streets, but it 
would seem a shame to use 
such a prestigious property 

gency department gone, until 
it was a shell of a building 
with 22 beds for patients who 
required continuing care. 
Some were there to get well 
enough to go home, some  
were receiving palliative care, 
and those who had loved 
ones in the hospital were 
grateful to have them close by. 
Many will have stories to tell 
— a hospital holds memories 
of both happy times and not-
so-happy, as family members 
were born and died in the lo-
cal community hospital.

All of this of course has 
nothing to do with the uncer-
tain future the building and 
property are facing now. But 
its history does explain that 
in addition to its significant 
location in the heart of the 
Old Town, on a site steeped 
with history, it has meaning 
to many long-time residents 
as more than just a place of 
doctors’ offices. It is where 
their children were born, tak-

that way, when there are oth-
er possibilities for preserving 
it for community use.

The previous council did 
well to have the foresight to 
purchase it, and at $3.5 mil-
lion, it seems in today’s prices 
a bargain.

They did it not knowing 
what the future would hold 
for the site, but wanting to 
retain control over it. That 

en when they had a broken 
arm, where aging parents 
were cared for and where 
they died, surrounded by 
family, and felt to be in good 
care. There are residents in 
town who still have deep 
connections to that building.

What happens to its fu-
ture matters to different 
people for different reasons. 
It seems clear it should re-
main an institutional use. 
Of the nine proposals for its 
future received during a re-
cent request for ideas from 
the public, one, suggesting a 
community hub for arts, cul-
ture and education, similar to 
what was once discussed for 
Parliament Oak, would al-
low it to remain institutional, 
and for a purpose that would 
benefit many segments of so-
ciety.

Similarly, anything to 
do with healthcare, possibly 
some level of assisted living 
for seniors, even palliative 

didn’t happen with Parlia-
ment Oak, and look where 
that has taken us.

Holding off to be sure 
whatever decision made is 
the right decision, however 
long that takes, is showing 
respect for the town, for res-
idents and for the building 
itself. 

Penny Coles
The Local

Garden of the Week
NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip

Coreopsis remains robust into fall
Many plants at this time 

of the summer are begin-
ning to droop a little, but 
this coreopsis grandiflora 
heliot (tickseed) is still ro-
bust, and will continue into 
the fall.

It likes sandy soils, but 
will grow anywhere with 
good drainage. It grows in 
tidy clumps in a perennial 
bed but can also be mass 
planted for a showier effect.

It needs to be in full sun 
(though some of mine are 
in part shade, even one near 
a black walnut). There are 
now many varieties of this 
plant, some taller than oth-
ers, with shades of yellow, 
pink, red and white, and 
many of the yellows have 
the bi-coloured yellow and 
orange or red petals.

It’s great for bees and but-
terflies, and if let go to seed, 
it’s a finch’s smorgasbord. 
Slugs and earwigs can be a 

problem sometimes, but the 
only drawback for a casual 
gardener is that to keep the 
plant blooming all summer 
you need to deadhead. If 
you don’t like garden chores 
you can sheer the plant af-
ter its first bloom and it will 
come back. You can also 
sheer in mid-August. If you 

enjoy deadheading, this is 
the plant for you, as it will 
look good all summer.

In spring, cut the plant 
down to two to four inch-
es, and in the fall take stalks 
down five to six inches. 
Divide every three to five 
years. The coreopsis plant is 
a little soldier.

Marla Percy
Special to The Local
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Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

Made in Italy (Netflix, 
2020) is a film about find-
ing one’s way by being hon-
est with oneself and others. 
These personal struggles 

unfold in the glorious set-
ting of Tuscany. Liam Nee-
son has the principal role 
and is a fine actor. This is 
not a great film, but I think 
it is one worth watching.

Donald Combe is a re-
tired English teacher who 

loves to go to movies. Until 
he resumes going to the-
atres, he has graciously 
agreed to share his opin-
ions, through “short and 
sweet” exclusives, of Net-
flix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch

Nancy Jackson, on Weatherstone Court, is the Garden of the Week winner for week #8. 
Given the challenge of an odd-sized frontage, this gardener took up the challenge and 
has perennial and annual plantings throughout. Even with a large shade tree, there is an 
abundance and variety of textures. The delightful sound of a water feature takes you up to 
the front door. (Photo supplied)
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Students look to nature for playground entertainment

Region, mayors agree to join Coalition of Inclusive Municipalities

 Here’s a wild one for you.

As an outdoor guide for the 

District School Board of Niag-

ara, I was deployed out of the 

woods, and into a Niagara Falls 

elementary school to assist with 

the pandemic reopening. 

I could write scores of arti-

cles about what I did, saw, and 

experienced during these past 

two weeks. I was on the front-

line of the very situation that 

we’ve all been talking and hear-

ing about. I promised myself 

I would be there for the kids 

and teachers in the best capaci-

ty I could, during a transitional 

time.
Although I was no longer 

socializing with oaks and ma-

ples, I felt welcomed and com-

fortable within an instant at this 

school. The staff and students 

made the building feel like 

home, with a seamless transi-

tion. I feel both spiritually and 

professionally fulfilled by these 

two weeks.
It seems my hours logged in 

the woods have stuck to me, and 

the woods follow me from time 

to time. I was curious to see how 

I could make the most of nature 

On Friday, Sept. 18, I was 

honoured to be a speaker at 

the signing ceremony where 

the Region and all 12 munic-

ipalities joined the Canadian 

Coalition of Inclusive Munic-

ipalities.
Dr. Liette Vasseur applaud-

ed the move. “As president of 

the Canadian Commission for 

UNESCO, I am thrilled that 

the Niagara Region has joined 

this network, which includes 

cities, regional governments, 

and smaller communities 

across the country,” said Vas-

seur. “Sadly, racism continues 

to plague communities across 

Canada. By joining our coa-

within an urban schoolyard, 

and hopefully leave a lasting im-

pression on some kids during 

the two weeks I had there.

While I was spray paint-

ing the lines that separate the 

cohorts of students out in the 

soccer field for recess, I noticed 

some divots in the ground. 

Some of the younger kids had 

taken to digging into the grass. 

There are no trees, sports toys, 

or games of tag going on. So, to 

the soil they go.
The little kids call me over 

to the chunk of soil and grass 

they’ve carved up. They pull it 

over. A few worms and a beetle 

larvae (grub) lie exposed on the 

dirt. Their curiosity is ramped 

up for such a simple but creative 

discovery. It made me happy to 

see this moment unfold.

While they gaze upon the 

closed playground and gym just 

yards away from where they 

play, the kids get inventive with 

their environment. It’s probably 

been a long time since kids dug 

up bugs in the soccer field and 

found it fascinating. 

“Mr. B, why does this worm 

have . . . legs?” asks an excited 

student.
“It’s not a worm. It has those 

little legs and mouth parts be-

cause it’s actually a baby beetle, 

basically.”
A couple shrieks, a couple 

oohs and aws, and they learned 

something new.
As I wear a mask and walk 

lition, Niagara Region and its 

communities are committing 

to join others in fighting rac-

ism and discrimination in all 

its forms. Living in Niagara, I 

am looking forward to seeing 

the accomplishments that the 

municipalities can make.”

With this signing, there are 

now 83 municipalities across 

Canada who have joined the 

coalition.  
Jim Bradley, regional chair, 

said, “Those of us who hold 

elected positions must strive 

to hold ourselves to a higher 

standard, not only recognizing 

privilege, but also strengthen-

ing our resolve to learn, listen 

and take action to build an 

inclusive and welcoming Ni-

agara. This declaration is our 

shared commitment to work 

toward policies that eradicate 

racism and discrimination, 

and promote human rights 

and diversity.”
Lord Mayor Betty Disero 

back toward the building for in-

door duties, and I see some kids 

looking at these “super giant 

mosquitoes” on the side of the 

school portables. We’ve all seen 

them without knowing what 

they are. They show up in show-

ers, corners of the barn, and on 

the cottage dock. These are to-

tally harmless crane flies. 

 I tell the kids, “these flies 

aren’t even related to mosqui-

toes. They just look like huge 

mosquitoes, but they’re not, 

and they can’t even hurt peo-

ple. Look at how tall and skinny 

they are, like a crane. Mosqui-

toes can’t even get this big, ever!” 

If you Google crane fly, 

you’ll be surprised how many 

times you’ve seen this harmless 

“super giant mosquito” in your 

own house.
I go outside to my van in the 

parking lot, remove the mask 

and sip some coffee on my 

break. The radio tells me how 

many COVID cases were re-

ported in Ontario today, but my 

heart tells me to focus on what 

matters, the next generation. 

Heading back indoors once 

again, I see a giant praying man-

tis on the wall of the school. It’s 

just out of reach. I could catch it 

and do the ultimate show-and-

tell for these kids. I kind of have 

to.
Imagine me, masked up and 

leaping up and down the wall 

like a cat chasing a fly. Looks 

like Spiderman gone wrong. I 

told The Local that signing the 

declaration is, to her, “signifi-

cant on all levels. It is how we 

all should be living our lives, 

with tolerance, understanding 

and compassion.”

To that end, the municipal-

ity has an inclusivity commit-

tee, with members working 

on a review of town policies. 

When completed, Disero said, 

the committee will be making 

recommendations to town 

council, a positive next step.

Among the other speak-

ers at the regional signing was 

Rashmi Biswas, a member of 

the Gender Equity Task Force 

of Niagara. “We cannot talk 

about inequity without exam-

ining intersectionality. Not all 

women are mothers, married, 

heterosexual, or white,” she 

said. “The pandemic has high-

lighted the social and econom-

ic inequities facing women in 

general, and women of colour 

in particular. Joining the coa-

gently swept the five-inch insect 

off the wall, and from there, the 

praying mantis walked around 

on my hands and coffee cup 

while I showed it to all the kids 

at recess. 
I must have showed 100 

people, the praying mantis 

seemingly understanding its 

universal truth that it can be 

part of an important education-

al moment. 
A few kids hover around 

when I visit their cohort. The 

praying mantis leaps off of my 

hands and then flies. Did you 

know they can fly? It’s rarely wit-

nessed, but they are more than 

capable. 
The visually terrifying crea-

ture then landed on the face of a 

Grade 2 kid. He goes cross-eyed 

and bug-eyed at once — the 

look of surprise and unsureness 

equally as pronounced. Within 

one second, he tried to swipe it 

but chickened out. I reached out 

and grabbed it in an instant. The 

boy then proceeded to run a few 

laps within his area, laughing 

and shrieking about the wild-

ness of that experience.

Phew! He handled it like a 

champion.
I later saw the same kid 

talking to his vice-principal 

about the experience with that 

classic story-telling grin. 

I’ll never forget the visual 

of walking up the invisible hall-

ways in the soccer field. I had 

helped spray paint these fields, 

lition demonstrates that Ni-

agara Region recognizes the 

importance of inclusivity and 

is committed to addressing 

equity for the whole commu-

nity.”
Riley Zimak, director of 

the Fort Erie Native Friend-

ship Centre, also spoke at the 

event. “On behalf of the Fort 

Erie Native Friendship Centre, 

we are very happy to see this 

day occur, where the ancestors 

of those who helped form this 

country, work with this com-

munity and continue to be the 

inclusive community we all 

love,” said Zimak.

Although this is a fantastic 

step forward, and it’s great to 

see every single mayor repre-

sented, I focused my remarks 

more on what we must do next 

than simply signing a piece of 

paper.
This is not just a black/

white issue. It must be seen as 

more than that, as discrimina-

kids on my left and right leaning 

in to see the praying mantis with 

maximum interest, their toes up 

against the white lines. 

As I walk between the rect-

angular cohorts, I notice a pecu-

liar phenomenon. Only two of 

them have access to a tree. 

It was a remarkable obser-

vation to see how much physi-

cal activity and curiosities cen-

tred around the one tree. It’s a 

little tree, too. Kids would meet 

there and chat. They’d hang off 

the one or two little branches, 

fan the leaves, and make leaf or 

grass “hats.” Let’s remember, the 

closed playground and gym are 

tion comes in all shapes, sizes, 

ethnicities, ages, genders and 

sexual orientations.

We often speak about how 

we need to stop discrimination 

of all kinds, but we seem to 

only be pointing to incidents 

between groups. There is also 

discrimination within groups 

that we need to address before 

we can solve this problem.

Ninety-eight per cent of 

all of humanity is made up of 

good, caring individuals who 

simply want to get along as 

they make their way through 

this journey called life. But, 

there is a small minority that 

creates problems for the rest 

of us, yes, the two per cent.  

These individuals are present 

in all groups in our society.

There are LGBTQ people 

who discriminate within our 

community. There are blacks 

who discriminate against 

blacks. There are religions who 

discriminate against other re-

just yards away, out of reach, but 

not really. 
     My takeaway from this 

experience is that kids are truly 

meant to be with nature.

     When they aren’t allowed 

to play tag, they resort to ripping 

up grass and throwing it at their 

friends. I was really impressed 

with the creative approach. 

     The symbology is at the 

fingertips of the youth when 

they rip the grass up from the 

earth. Even when field trips and 

singing and playgrounds are de-

nied, nature is always going to be 

there as an effervescent source, 

even during these strange times.

ligions even within their own 

sect. Discrimination is prev-

alent in every single group, 

something we need to recog-

nize and call out. And it is this 

two per cent that creates most 

of the issues within the groups 

that are the problem.

Remember that Bible 

quote that says we need to take 

the plank out of our eye before 

we try to take the sliver out of 

our neighbour’s eye?

So, my challenge to those 

who are fighting to get a seat 

at the table, please don’t stop 

others from getting their seat 

at the same table. Do some 

self-examination to see if you 

are part of the two per cent, or 

the 98 per cent. 

Ted Mouradian is the pres-

ident of the 2% Factor Inc. and 

creator of the Law of Cooper-

ative Action.  He is an author 

and professional speaker and 

can be reached at ted@the2per-

centfactor.com

As Owen Bjorgan relaxes against a tree near downtown NOTL, he 

thinks about today’s youth learning about nature as school play-

grounds remain off limits to them. (Owen Bjorgan)

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

The opinions expressed in submitted commentary, and letters to the editor, 

are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of The NOTL Local.

Starting October 19, 2020

Changes are coming

to waste collection

Learn more at

niagararegion.ca/waste  

Waste Info-Line 

905-356-4141 | 1-800-594-5542

Ted Mouradian
Special to The Local
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This week I look at the 
third week of November, the 
week of the Sun moving from 
sexy Scorpio into all-knowing 
Sagittarius on Friday, Nov. 22, 
and the New Moon in Sagit-
tarius on Tuesday, Nov. 26. 
And more.

Thursday Nov. 21: On 
this last full day of Scorpio for 
2019 we see the Moon move 
from discriminating Virgo 
into balancing Libra just be-
fore midnight. It’s a day when 
Mars and Chiron make a con-
nection which can bring some 
healing opportunities to those 
in need of physical help. Or 
maybe with help at work. The 
‘sock it to me girl’ from Rowan 
and Martin’s Laugh-In, Goldie 
Hawn, celebrates number 74 
today. Her acting career has 

been enduring and rarely fal-
tering and she likes Canada a 
lot with homes in British Co-
lumbia and Muskoka.

Friday Nov. 22: The Sun 
moves from the sexy constel-
lation Scorpio into all-know-
ing Sagittarius at 9:59 a.m. 
It’s the start of a month of all 
things big, especially ideas 
and deeds. Today, the Moon 
in Libra adds a friendly and 
more laid-back edge to the 
proceedings, but still may 
push for improvements that 
are not easy to accept. The 
Great One, Wayne Gretzky, 
was inducted into the Hock-
ey Hall of Fame on this day in 
1999, his jersey, number 99, 
retired forever by the NHL. 
And it was Friday Nov. 22, 
1963 that John F. Kennedy 
was shot in Dallas, Texas.

Saturday Nov. 23: While 
the Moon continues her tran-

sit though the sign of Libra, 
Mercury and Venus and the 
Sun and Chiron make con-
nections that, while some-
what stressful, if well-handled 
promise improved relation-
ships, more money and heal-
ing of old wounds. This is 
Wayne Gretzky’s week. On 
Nov. 23, 1988, he scored his 
600th goal! And super quar-
terback, Doug Flutie, threw 
his “Hail Flutie” end-to-end 
pass for Boston College on 
this day in 1984.

Sunday Nov. 24: What a 
mixed bag of events we see in 
the sky today. First, the Moon 
moves from laid back Libra 
into intense Scorpio just past 
midnight. Then Venus and 
Jupiter are together in Scorpio 
before sunrise, which brings 
good fortune in relationships 
for all. Just before noon, Mars 
in Scorpio is opposite to Ura-

nus in Taurus bringing sud-
den change which could be 
dangerous either as in an ac-
cident of note – or a warning 
about a health matter. Later in 
the day the Sun in Sagittari-
us makes a tense connection 
with Saturn in Capricorn sug-
gesting it’s time to come clean 
with yourself. And finally the 
Moon and Mercury connect 
at the same place in the sign 
of Scorpio bringing a meet-
ing of heart and mind. On 
Sunday, Nov. 24, 1963, Lee 
Harvey Oswald was shot and 
killed on live TV. 

Monday Nov. 25: The 
changes continue today as 
Venus moves from outgoing 
Sagittarius to commanding 
Capricorn while the Sun in 
Sagittarius makes a stressful 
connection to Uranus in Tau-
rus bringing an opportunity to 
change direction on some long 

term goals. If we are up for the 
challenge of change. Married 
with Children star, Christina 
Applegate turns 48 today.

Tuesday Nov. 26: The 
Moon moves from secretive 
Scorpio into sassy Sagittarius 
today in preparation for the 
New Moon which happens 
at 10:05 this morning. It’s the 
start of a new lunar month, a 
day of new beginnings where 
intuition is strong and confi-
dence is high. Happy birthday 
number 102 to the National 
Hockey League, and It was 
Nov. 26, 1922 that the brilliant 
cartoonist who gave us Pea-
nuts, Charles M. Shulz, was 
born. Also  Nov. 26, 1922, the 
discovery of King Tut’s Tomb 
opened up a new era in fasci-
nation with all things ancient 
Egyptian, an interest that is 
ongoing even up to today.

Wednesday Nov. 27: Back 

on June 21, Neptune, plan-
et of Pisces and ruler of all 
things unconscious, began to 
move in retrograde motion. 
Today Neptune turns direct, 
unleashing positive energy 
and making dreams come 
true. Bill Nye, the science guy, 
turns 64 today.

Next week I look at the 
last week of November, and 
the start of December. Also 
the week of the First Quarter 
Moon in Pisces on Wednes-
day, Dec. 4.

And please visit my website 
www.LookingUpWithBill.com.

It’s all new with a new pod-
cast featuring the connections 
between the planets, the astro-
logical signs and the houses of 
your horoscope. As well as the 
cosmic news for all seven days 
of the week. 

As Joni said: We are stardust. 
We are golden. So shine on!

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology

How one mosquito can change your life

This double feature of un-
nerving stories, I promise, were 
worse for me than for those 
about to read them. My lifestyle 
and career see me outdoors sev-
en days a week, so when I have 
the spare time to enhance the 
adventures, I usually go all in.

The first time I went “all in” 
set the tone for the cold, wet, 
and sometimes painful stories I 
will now tell you about. In hind-
sight, they are all positive stories 
for me now that were created by 
time in nature. They come bud-
ding with valuable lessons, too.

I was nearly 10 years old 
here in NOTL, enjoying the 
newfound liberties of parental 
trust and walkie talkies. Alone, 
as I still like to go sometimes, I 
followed the creek down and off 
the yard, where it crossed un-
der a couple of roads and then 
broadened out into a beautiful 
floodplain. It was March, and 
ice was still sealing the deal in 
our forests. 

When a large tree falls, it 
takes up the roots and earth 

with it, leaving behind a deep 
depression or hole in the 
ground where it once valiantly 
stood. Sometimes, these holes 
inevitably fill up with water. 
They become little ecosystems 
unto themselves, occasionally a 
few feet deep.

I accidentally tread on one 
of these frozen pits and it gave 
way immediately. My snowsuit 
and little body pierced directly 
through the ice. I remember the 
cold water seeping in through 
the wool and cotton and touch-
ing my warm body. Slowly, 
getting heavier, I remember 
the cold soup up to my chest 
and its putrid smell, my elbows 
and head thankfully well above 
the ice. My feet kicked off the 
bottom where worms, rotting 
leaves, and hibernating frogs 
probably rested. I got out pretty 
easily, but pretty damned cold.

Apparently I developed a 
strange affinity for this feeling. I 
learned to gain mastery over mis-
ery in outdoor conditions, because 
misery can beat you up faster than 
the weather itself sometimes. 

I not only found joy, but 
personal growth and stamina 
in my years of winter camping, 
intentionally hiking in storms, 
hence why I also love the annual 
Penguin Dip in NOTL.

Living in Canada, of all 

places, most of us are fortunate 
enough to go our entire lives 
without getting hypothermia.  

Here’s how you can get it: go 
hiking for four days straight in 
early spring when rain is falling 
but snow is still on the ground. 
Sleep alone in the tent, but wake 
up next to the exact same foe ev-
ery morning – this grey, heavy, 
biting presence of wind and rain 
that’s waiting outside again. Get 
directly rained on all day so hard 
that even your sponsored gear 
seems to have given up on the sit-
uation. 

Rinse, dry, repeat – minus 
the drying. 

Wake up, eat some cold 
food, and put on the least wet 
pair of socks and sweater you 
can find. The one thing I ex-
perienced on that Bruce Trail 
expedition in 2014 was that 
neither the weather nor I slept 
much those first few nights, and 
I found myself physically and 
mentally exhausted.

The cold came creeping 
from the inside out. It felt like 
the inside of my bones had 
turned into the same wet clothes 
I was wearing. My muscles felt 
porous to the cold, as the feel-
ing trickled its way through my 
body like a spilt drink, slowly 
running across a table top. This 
was only the beginning.

My emergency contacts 
picked me up from a road to-
ward which I had bushwhacked. 
I thanked them immensely, and 
then I may have drained their 
whole hot water tank in their 
cottage. I didn’t believe standing 
in a hot shower and chattering 
my teeth for hours was possible. 
The core temperature returned 
about a day later, but my body 
was damaged. Let’s say I needed 
to run off of the trail or out of 
my tent almost 15 times a day.  

The elements of nature 

certainly have potential to sur-
round and influence us, and 
that includes the living organ-
isms that come paired with 
these environments. When I’m 
not cold and wet in Canada, I’m 
hot and drenched in the tropics, 
my favourite playground.

After a five-day excursion 
into a tropical section of the An-
des mountains in Ecuador, I came 
back to civilization with more 
than just notes about the weather.

I woke up and thought I was 
nursing a mild hangover, as my 

return to the city the night prior 
was filled with much-appreciat-
ed calories and adult beverages 
(it was an epic hike). But noth-
ing too crazy, so why did I feel 
like death in the morning?

Turns out a mosquito car-
rying the Dengue Fever virus 
sunk its proboscis (that’s the 
needle-like mouth part) into a 
bare patch of my skin at some 
point on that trip. The virus 
which causes the fever began 

This is a massive ceiba tree, says Owen Bjorgan, tucked into the Andean mountains of Ecuador. It might be the largest living thing in the rainforest. In contrast, a mosquito from the same area nearly ruined his trip and changed his life, says Bjorgan. (Owen Bjorgan)

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

Continued on page 8

DON’T MISS OUT!
Contact us today. There are just a few dates 

left for this premium position for 2O22! 
NOTL businesses: Call Karen at 

9O5.641.5335 or email karen@notllocal.com
Businesses outside NOTL: Call Julia at 

9O5.934.1O4O or email julia@notllocal.com

Thank you to everyone 
who came out to Shred-it to 
lend their hands, legs, muscles, 
voices, and smiles…. We are 
so grateful to you ALL. Penny 
Digweed and Trish Anthony 
you made it look so easy.

We have our grand total 
for the Shred-it fundraiser. We 
raised an incredible $4,060.

The day was beautiful for 
a change, with no humidity, a 
nice breeze, and not too hot. I 
believe we as a team had a lot 
of fun.

A special thanks to Trish 
and her husband who kindly 
let us break all of the boxes up 
and dispose of them in their 
dumpster.  

Palliative care says 
thank you

Thank you to Meridian 
Credit Union who sponsored 
our event again this year, 
there wouldn’t be an event 
without their support. 

Lastly, our Shred-it team, 
Chris, Steve, and Shred-it 
themselves for the discounted 
rate we receive year after year.

 The biggest thanks to the 
town of Niagara-on-the-Lake 
people who save their con-
fidential papers for us year 
after year. You help us to help 
others. 

Bonnie Bagnulo                                                                  
Executive Director

Niagara-on-the-Lake 
 Community Palliative  

Care Service 

With all due respect to Mr. 
Goettler, a municipal govern-
ment is NOT a business (The 
Local, Aug.24).

It is a publicly-funded ser-
vice to serve and protect its 
community and foster social 
cohesion through well artic-
ulated official plans and good 
fiscal management of our tax 
dollars. We have seen the re-
sults of public services run 
like businesses; most recently 
in the private long-term care 
homes which had the high-
est level of COVID infection 
and death while shareholders 

received generous returns by 
the extra infusion of our tax 
dollars and support of the 
military. And let’s not forget 
the people of Walkerton who 
died because of cuts to water 
treatment. Yes, I want my tax 
dollars to be spent wisely to 
ensure we have a sustainable 
and healthy future in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake. I absolutely 
do not want my taxes enrich-
ing private businesses and 
shareholders.

Irene Bader
Shaw’s Lane

Niagara on the Lake

Just want tax dollars 
spent wisely

LocalLETTERSLocalVOICES

Bonnie Bagnulo says thanks for all the boxes of docu-
ments to be shredded, and all the help received for the 
annual event. (Photo supplied)

Help still needed for Ukrainian community

The Ontario Provincial 
Council of the Congress of 
Ukrainians of Canada held 
a campaign recently to raise 
the Ukrainian flag through-
out the province of Ontario 
to celebrate the 30th anni-
versary of Ukraine’s inde-
pendence.

On Aug. 24 cities such 
as Hamilton, Sudbury, 
Kingston, Barrie, Oshawa, 
Durham Region, Otta-
wa, Toronto, Windsor and 
the Niagara Region held a 
flag-raising ceremony to 
show support for Ukrainian 
Independence Day. 

Toronto’s CN Tower was 
lit up in yellow and blue 
on the Aug. 23, and Niag-
ara Falls was illuminated in 
blue and yellow. Other cit-
ies such as London encour-
aged their communities to 
buy and hang Ukrainian 
flags near their homes and 
on their cars. Other towns 
held events and picnics in 
celebration.

There have been many 
individuals and groups that 
have and will be doing their 
own fundraising. Irene 
McEvoy organized a won-
derful fundraiser for Music 
Niagara in May, Freedom 
and Peace for Ukraine. Jo-
seph’s Estate Winery held 
a fundraiser in March. The 
Virgil Business Association 
presented me with a cheque 
from the Virgil Stampede 
that was passed on to the 
Niagara UCC to assist in 
the settlement of Ukrai-
nians arriving in Niaga-
ra. Adrienne Briggs from  
the Niagara History Mu-
seum organized a Fund-
raiser for Ukraine on Aug. 
18 in partnership with the 
Niagara UCC and the Ho-
lodomor National Aware-
ness Tour.

I’d like to personal-
ly thank Ironwood Ci-
der House, Regal Florist, 
NEOB Lavender, Forrest 
Lane Design, BBQ & Fire-
place Centre and Wine-
maker Katherine Reid who 
were some that donated to 
this fundraiser. 

To date I have handed 
out more than 2,500 sun-
flower seed packets and 
bulk seeds to our local 
community to hold their 
own fundraisers or plant 
individually.  Sunflowers-
forUkraine.ca would like to 
thank Stokes, Gaia Organic, 
West Coast Seeds, William 
Dam Seeds and McKenzie 
for their generous seed do-
nations.  Several individuals 
and businesses like NEOB 
Lavender, Lakeshore Cem-
etery and the NOTL Com-
munity Garden all planted 
sunflowers to show support 
for Ukraine.

I wrote a letter to the ed-
itor thanking NOTL Hor-
ticultural Society members 
who toured my garden and 
dropped off donations for 
the Help Boutique located 
in St. Catharines. I also put 
out a call to the communi-
ty asking for donations for 
Ukrainians who have and 
will be settling in the Ni-
agara region. I was taken 
aback by the support from 
the NOTL community. Not 
only were items dropped 
off that were on the wish 
list but also, Harry Penner 
from Penner Home Hard-
ware dropped off a cheque 
for $2,000.

After dropping off a car 
load of items to the Help 
Boutique on Saturday I 
stayed for a few hours to 
help organize. What a hum-
bling experience! I couldn’t 
hold back the tears driving 
home. I offered a lady a ride 
home after she picked up 
some items. She declined, 
saying “it’s okay I have my 
bicycle, and my son will 
help.”

 I saw children’s eyes 
light up with the simplest 
toy they picked up, and a 
teenage boy trying on some 
used pants and walking out 
with two bags of clothes 
thanked me.

On Sunday, Aug. 21 at 
Lipa Park in Pelham the Ni-
agara UCC held a Meet and 
Greet picnic not only for 
the newly arrived Ukraini-
ans but also for the entire 
community. The cheque 
was handed over for the 

resettlement program for 
the newly arrived Ukraini-
ans to the Niagara Region. 
MacSween Farms donated 
a large container of fresh 
fruit which was handed out 
to some of the families who 
attended.

The Meet and Greet 
was a happy time, as well 
as an emotional one, seeing 
families who have come to 
a new country, some not 
knowing the English lan-
guage but eager to learn, 
and all with smiles on 
their faces. Many are look-
ing for work, young, eager 
to learn the language and 
start school.  All had their 
own stories, whether single 
mothers with children or 
older women in their 70s 
or 80s. You could tell some 
of the older folks have ob-
viously not had an easy life. 

Irene Newton, presi-
dent of the Niagara UCC, 
has worked tirelessly night 
and day to help these 
Ukrainian families, as have 
many others, like Chris-
tine Tymczyszyn at the St. 
John’s Ukrainian church in 
St. Catharines. The Niagara 
United Mennonite Church 
on Niagara Stone Road has 
also raised a large amount 
of money which was passed 
on to the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee with funds 
donated for Ukraine. There 
are many in the NOTL 
community who have been 
and will be there to help . . . 
thank you. 

The Niagara UCC has 
opened a Help Boutique for 
these families at 1 Currie St. 
in St. Catharines. This prop-
erty is owned by Saint Cyril 
& Methodius Ukrainian 
Catholic Church.

To drop off at Currie 
Street please call to arrange 
a drop-off time with Niag-
ara UCC, 905-684-8643, 
or in NOTL call Shirley 
Madsen, 905-468-2325.                                              
Their wish list includes 
monetary donations; new 
toys for kids; diapers; dry 
goods (oatmeal, canned 
meat, tuna, instant coffee); 
staples and canned goods; 
personal hygiene products; 
gently-used winter clothes 

Shirley Madsen
Sunflowers for Ukraine

and boots for adults, teens 
and children; cleaning sup-
plies; and new linens and 
towels. 

I’ve learned that some 
of these folks have degrees 
in many different fields. 
For now, they are willing to 
take a job doing anything, 
anywhere.The only prob-
lem may be transportation. 
Someone mentioned to me 
one man had a law degree 
and also a certificate in 
meat processing and butch-
ery. The lady I spoke with 
said she talked to her local 
meat store and he was hired 
immediately. 

There are many busi-
nesses in the Niagara re-
gion that are short staffed. 
“Looking for help” signs 
are everywhere! Approx-
imately 300-plus families 
have arrived in the Niagara 
Region.

One young man was 
disappointed he was too 
late in registering to Niag-
ara College. Currently he 
and his mother are work-
ing in a hotel. The majority 
of these families are in Ni-
agara Falls, St. Catharines 
and Welland, however, 
other towns like Vineland, 
Beamsville and NOTL also 
are home to some. Any-
one looking to hire? May-
be someone can arrange 
transportation and pick up 
locations . . . just throwing 
this out. 

Many of these people are 
mothers and children with 
their husbands or brothers 
still fighting in Ukraine, 
so they have come here 
with very little. Some have 
found family or friends 
here that will take them in, 
which is great. Those who 
don’t, don’t really have any-
body.  Unfortunately, some  
have ended up in homeless 
shelters.

Irene Newton is reach-
ing out to property man-
agers who would be willing 
to work with them and ar-
range low-rent housing for 
six months or so, until they 
can get on their feet.  

Ukraine continues to 
struggle for democratic val-
ues and independence. 
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Pillitteri preparing for upcoming comedy show

This was the grape harvester after rolling down an embankment 
last September, with Joe Pillitteri inside it — fortunately wearing 
a seat belt and uninjured, but left thinking about life in a different 
way. (Photo supplied)
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In the lead-up to the annu-
al Terry Fox Run, Joe Pillitteri, 
best-known for his comedy 
routines, is again donating his 
time for something he is very 
serious about — raising money 
for the Terry Fox Foundation.

Joan King, local organizer 
of the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
run, is always looking for ways 
to add to the total collected 
from a small municipality, and 
she knows she can count on 
Pillitteri to help.

Since he first became ac-
tive in the annual event, and 
continuing however he could 
during the pandemic, he and 
his Team Pillsy have raised 
more than $500,000.

“I’m always amazed, but 
not surprised, by how support-
ive this community has always 

been, and continues to be. Ev-
eryone has been touched by 
cancer, and this is such a gener-
ous community.”

On Sept. 16, the local busi-
nessman, owner of Lakeview 
Vineyard Equipment, will once 
again put his talent to work 
fundraising for the Terry Fox 
Foundation, this time at the 
community centre.

This year, as he talks about 
his reasons for being so pas-
sionate about the cause, he is 
speaking to The Local from 
Pennsylvania, where he travels 
often on business, on the road 
to sell grape harvesters.

Terry Fox has been an in-
spiration to Pillitteri for many 
years, the story of the young 
man’s determination and 
courage having helped the lo-
cal comic and businessman 
through some difficult times. 
He talked openly about his 

struggles, when he thought 
he was losing what was then a 
new business, and he happened 
to pick up a book about the 
Marathon of Hope, and read 
what Fox had accomplished at 
a young age, before having to 
stop his fundraising run across 
the country when his cancer 
returned. He died not too long 
after that, at the age of 22.

It was about 15 years ago 
that Pillitteri discovered that 
Terry Fox really spoke to him, 
and still does, “on so many lev-
els,” giving him a new outlook 
on life then that continues to 
motivate him today.

Last September, Pillitteri 
was in the U.S. doing a demon-
stration of a grape harvester, as 
he is typically busy doing at this 
time of year, on rows of grapes 
planted on a hill. 

The harvester lost its foot-
ing, rolling over three times be-
fore it came to a stop at the bot-
tom of the embankment. For 
just a few seconds, he says, “I 
thought I was dead. I thought 
about all the many things I love 
about my life, that I thought I’d 
lost, including the Terry Fox 
Run. Terry Fox always gives 
me perspective. In the face of 
something much harder than 
I’ve every faced, he pushed on. 
He was a brave man.”

Pillitteri was wearing a 
seatbelt that day the harvester 
rolled over, and was fine, but 
the experience reinforced his 
commitment to the Terry Fox 

Foundation. The annual come-
dy night, he says, is his oppor-
tunity not only to raise money 
but to continue spreading the 
message of Terry Fox, to his 
kids and others, that whatev-
er they are facing, somebody 
is struggling with something 
much more difficult.

That’s also his motivation 
to contribute as much as he 
can to the foundation, and if 
his message inspires others to 
do the same, his efforts have 
accomplished something very 
satisfying.

Although in the past two 
years Pillitteri has held his 
annual fundraising comedy 
night at Ravine Vineyard Es-
tate Winery, following  pan-
demic restrictions, he’s mov-
ing to the community centre 
this year to take advantage of 
the large space and round ta-
bles, a setting that allows a big 
enough crowd that he can do 
one high-energy performance 
along with host emcee Clifford 
Meyers, rather than the past 

years where he’s squeezed two 
shows in on the same night.

Ravine is sponsoring the 
wine, Garrison House the food, 
he says, and with sponsorship 
also from Seaway Farms and 
Lakeview, “every dollar raised 
will go to the cause,” 

As Pillitteri travels through 
Canada and the U.S. on busi-
ness, he keeps a little notepad 
with him, writing down any-
thing he thinks might find its 
way into his comedy routine.

His sister Eileen Pillit-
teri-Smith and her friend Car-
ol O’Gorman look after the 
logistics of the show for him, 
and he runs his jokes by “little 
sister” Caroline Martinelli, to 
see if they pass the first test. He 
has also got into the custom 
of holding a warm-up show 
at his friends’ home, Dave and 
Rita Mines, with about 50 to 70 
people. It’s at their event that he 
tries out his new material and 
decides by the reaction of the 
crowd what makes the final cut 
and what doesn’t. 

His show promises lots 
of great new material, a char-
cuterie board at every table, 
wine, beer from local brewer-
ies, and a raffle, with all pro-
ceeds going to the Terry Fox 
Foundation.

Although there are some 
tickets left, a Joe Pillitteri com-
edy night in NOTL is always a 
sell-out, so don’t delay in visit-
ing seawayfarms.ca for tickets, 
$80 per person, $600 for a table 
of eight. Doors open at 7 p.m., 
show starts at 8 p.m.

Pillitteri often shares a Ter-
ry Fox quote, one that seems to 
have special meaning for him 
at different times in his life.

This year’s quote, he says, is 
“I want to try the impossible to 
show that it can be done.”

This speaks to him, he says, 
because “as a community, as a 
country and as a planet, there’s 
been so much for everyone 
to process over the past three 
years. But good things can still 
happen if we focus on making 
good things happen.”

Penny Coles
The Local
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Growers, family members and supporters gathered at John Fedorkow’s Fruithaven Farms in St. Davids last week to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 
Grape Growers of Ontario. (Dennis Cahill)
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Grape Growers party celebrates 75th anniversary
More than 300 Niagara 

grape farmers, their families 
and supporters, and a few 
local politicians gathered at 
Fruithaven Farms in St. Da-
vids last Thursday to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of the 
Grape Growers of Ontario. 

The Line 8 property just 
happens to be owned by the 
current and longest-serving 
Grape King ever, John Fedor-
kow, and his family. Named 
to the ceremonial position in 
2019, Fedorkow has contin-
ued to hold on to the title with 
the cancellation of the Niaga-
ra Grape and Wine Festival 
the past two years. 

With the celebration sit-
uated next to a pond in the 
middle of his vineyards set 
to start in less than an hour, 
Fedorkow could be seen driv-
ing a tractor, delivering shade 
umbrellas to vendors set up 
along the path. No resting 
on his cushy throne for this 
hard-working king.

“They kept asking me to 
hold onto the position,” Fe-

dorkow told The Local. “We 
had the Ice Wine Gala, and 
then every other event got 
cancelled. This year, because 
it’s the 75th anniversary, they 
asked me if I wanted to host 
the party at my place. I’m still 
the Grape King, so I said okay.”

At the Sept. 24 Grape and 
Wine Festival Parade, Fedor-
kow will finally get to ride on 
the Grape King’s float with his 
successor. He may be joined, 
as well, by some of the other 
former Grape Kings who at-
tended last week’s party. 

Fedorkow was happy to 
hold the role and to make 
an effort to advocate on his 
peers’ behalf. 

“The responsibilities in-
clude pushing the industry, 
making sure it does well in 
promoting Ontario and Ni-

agara wines,” Fedorkow ex-
plained. “As a king, I represent 
all the growers in the province 
of Ontario. This is a great in-
dustry. It’s my job to remind 
people that we grow some 
great grapes and make some 
fantastic wine.”

Though he says the indus-
try in the province still has a 
long way to grow, especially 
when compared to its Eu-
ropean counterparts which 
have survived hundreds of 

Mike Balsom
The Local

Christopher Bowron*** .................... 905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** ...................................... 905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ........................ 905-651-2977
Victoria Bolduc* ............................... 905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* ................................. 905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ................................ 905-468-1256
Nicole Vanderperk* .......................... 905-941-4585

Viviane Elltoft* .................................. 905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ................................ 905-380-8012
Jane Elltoft* ...................................... 905-988-8776
Cheryl Carmichael* .......................... 905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* ................................. 905-685-2458
Christine Bruce* ............................... 905-328-9703
Linda Williams* ................................ 905-401-4240

Caroline Polgrabia* .......................... 905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ............................ 905-933-4983
Weston Miller* .................................. 289-213-8681
Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez* ........ 905-328-2145
Ricky Watson* ................................. 905-246-3387

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

The Highest Total Volume of 
Local Sales for the Past Decade

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

631 KING STREET 
$1,249,000 

MLS 40309389 • Victoria Bolduc

229 VICTORIA STREET 
$1,695,000  

MLS 40297034 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

32 THE PROMENADE 
$1,199,000  

MLS 40314010 • Tom Elltoft and Kim Eltoft

392 FOUR MILE CREEK ROAD 
$1,080,000  

MLS 40305244 • Randall Armstrong

382 FOUR MILE CREEK ROAD 
$1,249,000  

MLS 40309188 • Randall Armstrong 

73 BROCK STREET 
$1,424,000   

MLS 40292801 • Jane Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft

646 KING STREET 
$1,099,000  

MLS 40291524 • Tom Elltoft and Weston Miller

652 KING STREET 
$1,199,000  

MLS 40277410 • Viviane Elltfot, Tom Elltfot 
and Jane Elltoft

481 VICTORIA STREET, #9 
$850,000  

MLS 40270648 • Linda Williams

8 SETTLERS COURT 
$2,495,000

MLS 40249154 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

282 CREEK ROAD 
$750,000   

MLS 40267078 • Cheryl Carmichael

335 VICTORIA STREET 
$1,495,000  

MLS 40313723 • Christopher Bowron  
and Nicole Vanderperk

SOLD
NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Continued on page 14
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Master gardeners help community in many ways
Members preparing 
for annual plant sale

Carol Tuck-Riggs and Betty Knight in Knight’s front garden, with Luna. (Penny Coles)

Betty Knight shows off some of her plants she is saving for the Master Gardeners September plant sale. 
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Master gardeners — cer-
tificated horticultural experts 
— volunteer at many events in 
Niagara, sharing their knowl-
edge and imparting advice 
on sustainable gardening, and 
when they do, be assured they 
know what they are talking 
about.

Sitting in Betty Knight’s 
beautiful, sustainable back 
garden on York Road, with 
Carol Tuck-Riggs, both mem-
bers of Master Gardeners of 
Niagara, they explain the rig-
orous requirements that must 
be completed before earning 
that title. In addition to an ed-
ucational component — the 
University of Guelph and Dal-
housie University have certifi-
cation programs — a master 
gardener is considered to be 
in training for two years while 
working and fulfilling a num-
ber of volunteers hours.

Even after completing 
those requirements and re-
ceiving certification as a mas-
ter gardener, Knight explains, 
continuing education to keep 
updated on gardening issues 
is necessary, as is volunteering 
30 hours a year in your com-

munity.
There are many opportu-

nities to complete those condi-
tions, says Tuck-Riggs, includ-
ing working at the Niagara 
Parks School of Horticulture 
greenhouses; volunteering 
for the Shaw Garden Tour to 
answer gardening questions 
of those who attend; helping 
out at the Start-Me-Up Niag-
ara Community Garden; pro-
viding horticultural therapy 
sessions at Hospice Niagara 
and looking after the hospice 
gardens; leading advice clin-
ics at the St. Catharines Pub-
lic Library and at some of the 
garden centres in the region, 
including Country Basket in 
Niagara Falls and Rice Road 
Greenhouses in Welland; and 
even offering a help oversee a 
phone line and email address 
for people who have garden-
ing questions. 

Answering the questions 
can be a lot of fun, says Tuck-
Riggs, as the master gardeners 
take turns handling the re-
quests for advice.

“We love doing this. It’s 
our passion. Sometimes I have 
to do research to answer the 
questions, and I learn so much 
doing it.”

For those who could 

use some help, the Mas-
ter Gardener hotline num-
ber is 905-646-2818, or  
email niagara@mgoi.ca with 
questions.

Their Seedy Sunday is an-
other event they look forward 
to.

This is a seed exchange 
event where varieties of seeds 
are swapped and shared be-
tween participants. There are 
also speakers, several vendors 
geared toward spring sales, 
and activities for children.

Stokes Seeds will have 
products on hand, and Liz 
Klose, honorary master gar-
dener, will also have bags of 
seeds. 

It’s scheduled for Sunday, 
Feb. 26, to be held at St.Georg-
es Church, 83 Church St. in St. 
Catharines.

“They are all non-genet-
ically-modified seeds,” says 
Tuck-Riggs, who is also hop-
ing for more native varieties.

That’s a main goal of the 
master gardeners, says Knight. 
“We’re in an environmental 
crisis,” with each member try-
ing to do in their own little 
corner what they can do rein-
troduce native plants.

Knight speaks of keystone 
species such as oak, cherry, 
willow, maple and pine —spe-
cies native to a Niagara Caro-
linian forest, which are not the 
same as Carolinian forests in 
other areas. 

She also encourages “rede-
fining what beautiful means,” 
such as her grass-free lawn, 
and thinking in terms of 
planting native species that 
will attract native insects and 
support native ecology, such 
as monarch butterflies, which 
are now an endangered.

As an example, she says, 
“how many  people look at 
milkweed and pull it out? If 
the word ‘weed’ is in the name 
of a plant, it’s probably a native 
species. We need to learn to 
look at things differently.”

She promotes three ini-
tiatives as a master gardener: 
supporting shoreline ecology, 
replanting and reintroducing 
native plants, and redefining 
what it is beautiful. 

Tuck-Riggs talks of the 
importance of trees as part 
of the cycle of filtering and 
absorbing water, putting  
moisture in the soil, and act-
ing as windbreakers, “and yet 
we’re cutting down trees, not 
just here but around the world. 
And wind is a world-wide sys-
tem. When we cut down trees 
we change the wind paths.”

They speak of invasive 
species we’re still planting, 

such as lily of the valley, per-
iwinkle, and English ivy, not 
native species, and ones that 
crowd out other plants. “They 
are not offering anything for 
our native pollinators to eat,” 
says Knight. “English ivy is 
growing on the escarpment, 
creating monocultures, where 
nothing else can grow.”

There is so much to learn 
about the way we garden, 
and another one of the many 
ways local master gardeners 
are sharing their knowledge 
is with the NOTL Communi-
ties in Bloom committee. They 
are celebrating The Year of the 
Garden by creating weekly 
short videos with videogra-
pher Rene Bertschi, writing 

the scripts, and in some cases 
providing the voice-overs to 
go with his filming — visit the 
Town of Niagara-on-the Lake’s 
Facebook page to view them. 
Learn about the town’s beauti-
ful hanging baskets, the Chel-
sea chop, fertilizing plants, 
jump worms, and more.

Coming up soon is their 
annual plant sale, a major 
fundraiser put on hold for two 
years during the pandemic. It 
will be held at Vineland Re-
search Centre, 4890 Victoria 
North, Lincoln, Saturday, Sept. 
10, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Master Gardener of Niag-
ara members are asked to pot 
up plants from their garden, 
a minimum of 10 each, says 

Knight, although she, like 
many of the master gardeners, 
will have more than that — she 
looks at it as doing a favour to 
her garden while also contrib-
uting to the fundraiser.

Members will also be on-
hand to answer questions of 
the public, and plants, priced 
reasonably, are checked to 
make sure they are healthy.

Funds generated through 
the plant sale and speaking  
engagements support two 
scholarships for students at-
tending the Niagara Parks 
School of Horticulture; horti-
cultural therapy sessions; and 
requests from organizations 
for funding relating to horti-
cultural projects.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Tim Moxam shows off veggies from the garden of Julian 
Trachsel. They have garden plots next to each other in 
Newark Park’s community garden on Niven Road, helping 
each other out and watering when one is away. Trachsel, 
organizer of the community garden, says it is expanding 
next year, and he is taking names of anyone who might be 
interested. For more information or to reserve a spot email 
him at mtrachsel@cogeco.ca (Julian Trachsel)

Community garden growing
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Students at White Dove Mennonite School, in a poor neighbourhood in Honduras, have seen 
their school flooded twice from recent hurricanes. Generation Rising is hoping to build a high 
school in the area now. (Photos supplied)
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Violinist Rosemary Siemens to play in NOTL
Concert to raise money  
for school in Honduras

The Niagara United Men-
nonite Church welcomes 
four-time Gospel Music 
Award-winning violinist and 
vocalist Rosemary Siemens 
from Manitoba for a free 
concert Thursday, Sept. 8.

Rafael Duerksen, ex-
ecutive director of Winni-
peg-based Christian charita-
ble organization Generation 
Rising, is partnering with 
the ‘Redbrick Church’ for the 
concert, a fundraiser to sup-
port the White Dove Men-
nonite School in Honduras. 

Duerksen, who grew up 
in Paraguay, is no stranger to 
the Niagara area. His children 
were born at the St. Catha-
rines hospital while he and his 
wife were living in Wainfleet 
and he was serving as a youth 
pastor in that town. 

Generation Rising, he 
says, has previously had 
fundraising concerts in the 
region, having brought well-
known Canadian Chris-
tian singer Steve Bell to St. 
Catharines in the past. They 
have also hosted the Recy-
cled Orchestra of Cateura, 
composed of children from 
Asunción, Paraguay who 
play musical instruments 
made from scrap materials 
collected from their local 
landfill, for shows at church-
es in the region. 

“We are always trying to 
find churches that want to 
connect with us,” he says on 
the phone from his Win-
nipeg home. “We knew of 
this church because some 
of our donors go there. 
And we were told people in  
Niagara-on-the-Lake love 
concerts.”

Since 2008 Generation 
Rising has been connecting 
with local people in countries 
where education is not al-
ways a guaranteed fact of life. 
Usually, those connections 
are with existing schools 
looking to grow by building 
new classrooms. They work 
on a co-investment model 
through which parents who 
want their children to attend 
school also put something in. 

“We want the parents 
to think of education as 
important,” he explains. 
“It’s always means-tested, 
though. The parents put in 
a very small amount, and we 
subsidize the rest through 
sponsorships. Families here 
will sponsor a child to go to 
school for about $600 a year.”

The cost covers materi-
als, some meals, and medical 
check-ups that are important 
in those countries. 

The organization is cur-
rently working with four 
schools in Paraguay, three  
in Nicaragua and three in 
Honduras. 

In that last country, two 
hurricanes (Eta and Iota) 
ripped through in the span 
of only two weeks in 2020. 
The White Dove Menno-
nite School is situated in 
Chamelecon, a poor neigh-
bourhood in San Pedro Sula 
which has often been called 
the most dangerous place to 
live in America, with gang 
wars affecting almost every 
family.

Generation Rising had 
helped erect an additional 
building, and the school was 
doing well before the hur-
ricanes came. White Dove 
flooded with two metres of 
water twice. The organiza-
tion came in to help with 
the clean-up, and also as-
sisted with the restoration of  
the town.

With the help of Du-
erksen’s organization, the 
school has been rebuilt and is  
thriving, but they now need 
more room to continue their 
high school program, where 
they hope to offer vocational 
training. 

As for Siemens’ involve-
ment, she has played con-
certs for Generation Rising 
in the past. Free concerts, 
with the option for free-will 
offerings from attendees, is a 
major source of fundraising 
for the organization. 

“We always look for art-

ists who match the kind of 
music that we, and people 
that connect with us, enjoy,” 
says Duerksen. “Niagara 
United Mennonite has given 
us the use of the church for 
free, but we pay for the art-
ists. The free-will donations 
help us raise funds for our 
programs.”

Siemens is a fascinat-
ing artist who grew up on a 
century-old family farm in 
Plum Coulee, Manitoba and 
currently lives in Vancouver. 
Much of her repertoire might 
be mistakenly referred to 
as fiddle music, but she plays 
it all on a 300-year-old violin 
that was once played in King 
Louis XIV’s orchestra.

She calls her violin Spar-
kle, which fits in with one of 
Siemens’ obsessions — bling. 
She loves to wear sparkly, 
rhinestone-studded dress-
es and even had a hit with a 
tune called Barefoot ‘n’ Bling 
from her 2016 album called 
Plum Coulee, My Home, with 
her band, The Sweet Sound 
Revival. 

That’s Rosemary’s other 
obsession — gospel music. 
On that same album is an-
other song entitled Bring 
Back the Hymns, and that’s 
exactly what she has been 
doing with her weekly live 
Sunday Hymn Serenades via 
YouTube. 

The series has had more 
than 100 million views across 
social media as Siemens fea-
tures a new Christian hymn 
every Sunday. She recently 

received a thank you letter 
from Queen Elizabeth II for 
her sax and violin version of 
God Save The Queen, along-
side her husband, Eli Ben-
nett, and was recently award-
ed the Queen Elizabeth II 
Platinum Jubilee Medal for 
her contributions to the arts 
in Canada. 

“She’s a very good musi-
cian. It’s amazing to watch 
her play the violin,” Duerk-
sen says. “She has deep faith, 
too. She is really, really pas-
sionate to recapture all the 
hymns she can. I think it 
comes from her small-town 
Manitoba roots.”

“It’s very interesting to see 

someone who is classically 
trained play this music,” con-
tinues Duerksen, “She moves 
from gospel country to clas-
sical to hymns. It’s a mix of 
everything. She’ll be very 
engaging, and I think she’ll 
bring her (pre-school) son 
up to sing a few songs.”

The Rosemary Siemens 
concert is scheduled for 
7 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 
8. It is a free show and no 
pre-registration is needed to 
attend. The Niagara United 
Mennonite Church is located 
at 1775 Niagara Stone Road 
in NOTL. 

Mike Balsom
The Local
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Rosemary Siemens will 
be playing a wide range 
of music at the Red Brick 
Church, in a concert to 
raise money for Genera-
tion Rising. 
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Continued on page 11

Teodora Vekovic delivering a monologue from Thornton 
Wilder’s The Matchmaker. 

Carly Greavette delivers her monologue from Shaw’s The 
Devil’s Disciple. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Hannah Evans, starting Grade 10 at Laura Secord Secondary 
School next week, hopes to one day act with the Shaw Festival.
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Shaw showcases aspiring young actors
Travis Seetoo, actor and 

acting instructor, feels fortu-
nate to have had a chance to 
work with five young aspiring 
actors who participated in a 
recent two-week program for 
teens.

Those who took part in the 
Shaw Festival Niagara Region 
High School Monologue Der-
by ranged in age from 13- to 
17-year-olds, all with a keen 
interest in theatre, Seetoo says. 
“They’ve been so wonderfully 
enthusiastic, and prepared and 
hard-working.” 

Shaw first offered the 
monologue derby in August, 
2021 as a chance for high school 
students whose opportunities 
to participate in theatre were 
curtailed due to the pandemic 
to learn and perform. Though 
many schools have been able to 
mount live performances since 

last summer, Seetoo and senior 
manager of education Suzanne 
Merriam saw great value in the 
program’s continuation. 

“We view ourselves as part 
of this community and we 
want to support young people 
in theatre,” says the 33-year-old 
Seetoo. “They got to meet lots 
of company members, tour the 
building, have lunch with ac-
tors in the green room. I know 
from my own experience that it 
can’t be oversold how getting to 
meet experienced actors is such 
a thrill.”

Students participated in 
workshops by Shaw actors Ki-
era Sangster (movement), Julie 
Lumsden (voice and accents) 
and Kristopher Bowman (im-
provisation). As well, actor and 
associate artistic director Kim-
berly Rampersad led a session 
that encompassed auditioning, 
how to get into theatre school 
and what Shaw is looking for in 
young actors. 

“You would pay a lot of 
money for a session like that 
anywhere but here,” Seetoo 
says. “It was extremely bene-
ficial for them. We can’t thank 
Kimberly enough for being so 
giving of her time.”

They also had a chance to 
attend five different Shaw plays 
in a way that most theatre-go-
ers don’t get to experience. 
Seetoo led pre-and post-show 
talks, often with some of the 
performers from those plays, 
where the participants were 
able to dig more deeply into the 
meaning of the texts. 

“We were pretty amazed at 
how these plays, which are usu-
ally for older audiences, really 
resonated with this younger 
group,” Seetoo marvelled. “All 
of these students are over-
achievers. We had some of the 
best conversations about these 
plays that I’ve ever had, with 
insightful things I never would 
have thought of.”

At Friday afternoon’s cul-
minating derby performances, 
the five participants all said 
their favourite of the Shaw 
plays they saw was Everybody. 
That, coincidentally, is the one 
play of the five that is currently 
starring Seetoo himself. 

After some entertaining 
warm-up improv exercises per-
formed in front of mostly fami-
ly members at the Court House 
Theatre, the first performer 
Friday was Teodora Vekovic 
of Niagara Falls, delivering a 
monologue from Thornton 
Wilder’s The Matchmaker. 

The Grade 12 student at St. 
Michael Catholic High School, 
who is planning on studying 
acting at university next Sep-
tember, took the stage with the 
presence and poise of a pro-
fessional. Her movements, her 
facial expressions and her voice 
combined to nail the wonder 
and fascination expressed by 
the play’s character, Cornelius. 

“I chose it because Cor-
nelius talks about recently 
discovering his love for wom-
en,” Vekovic told The Local. “I 
find that, emotionally, it’s very 
much the same way I feel about 
theatre. Until recently, I hadn’t 
realized how much I love the-
atre. Through this program I’ve 
come to love it more, and feel 
enthralled about it, the same 
way my character feels about 
women.”

Vekovic was followed by 
Hannah Evans, who is start-

ing Grade 10 at Laura Sec-
ord Secondary School next 
week. The St. Catharines stu-
dent was part of the school’s 
production of Mamma 
Mia last spring and has also 
been involved with Niagara- 
on-the-Lake’s Yellow Door 
Theatre Project. 

“I love that the Shaw is put-
ting out these opportunities for 
young people like myself,” Ev-
ans said about the monologue 

Mike Balsom
The Local
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Monologue Derby will be back next season
program. “I want to work at the 
Shaw one day when I’m older. 
I love that I can get all of these 
experiences. It’s truly fantastic. 

Evans bravely chose to tack-
le a monologue from Swedish 
playwright August Strindberg’s 
The Stronger, a one-act play in 
which Madame X speaks to a 
silent Mademoiselle Y. 

“We all got these pamphlets 
with all types of monologues to 
choose from,” Evans, who de-
livered Strindberg’s challenging 
lines with great confidence, 
said. “This one just really stuck 

out to me. It’s a really emotion-
al piece, the longest of them all. 
Something about it just reso-
nated with me.”

Grade 12 Eden High School 
student Tayler Denbak took 
on the persona of Joan of Arc 
from George Bernard Shaw’s 
St. Joan for her performance. 
This was Denbak’s second year 
in the monologue derby and 
her self-assured delivery spoke 
to her experience with the pro-
gram.

“I’ll be able to use the skills 
here, like puppetry and im-
prov,” Denbak said backstage. 
“I’ll be able to pull those skills 
from my toolbox. It gives me 

confidence to have more con-
versations with people, too.”

Carly Greavette and Jaya 
Holland were the two youngest 
participants this summer, both 
just recently having graduated 
from Wheatley School in St. 
Catharines. The pair have been 
close since Grade 6 and were 
excited to be spending two 
weeks at Shaw together before 
moving on to high school. 

“We as a group have got-
ten very close,” Holland said. 
“There’s only five of us. I feel 
like this has really brought us 
all together.”

Greavette added, “what’s 
stuck out the most for me has 

been how close we’ve all gotten 
with our instructors and our 
classmates. We’re not wanting 
to say goodbye.”

The sheer joy on Greavette’s 
face while delivering her 
monologue from Shaw’s The 
Devil’s Disciple was clearly ev-
ident. She told The Local that 
the passage stood out for her 
as a different and unique piece 
from what she would usual-
ly do, especially with the final 
line, “long live the Devil.”

“That’s so fun to do on 
stage,” Greavette said. “We 
worked on it every day and I 
just fell in love with it.”

Holland also presented a 
monologue from Shaw’s oeu-
vre, this one from the play-
wright’s 1933 comedy Village 
Wooing, about a man and 
woman meeting on a cruise.

Following the final mono-
logue, the five young partici-
pants gathered on stage to sur-
prise Seetoo with a song and 
dance to thank him for his hard 
work over the past two weeks. 

“We are continuing this, 
we’ll be doing it again next 
year,” Seetoo said. “It’s extreme-
ly valuable for young people 
to come and work on some 
of these difficult texts, Shaw, 
Wilde, Thornton Wilder. Our 
expertise at the Shaw is those 
kinds of plays with beautiful 
and complex language. We 
want to impart that to young 
actors.”

Continued from page 12

Jaya Holland chose Shaw’s Village Wooing for her monologue.

Grade 12 Eden High School student Tayler Denbak plays 
Joan of Arc in the Shaw’s Monologue Derby.

The five Monologue Derby participants, Tayler Denbak, Teodora Vekovic, Hannah Evans, Carly 
Greavette, and Jaya Holland surprise acting instructor Travis Seetoo with a song and dance to 
thank him for his hard work. (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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Fedorkow to hand over crown at celebrity luncheon

years, Fedorkow is clearly 
proud of how far Ontario has 
come, especially over the last 
15 years. And he stands up for 
the farmers. 

“A good bottle of wine 
starts with good grapes,” he 
said. “It depends on the year, 
of course. We’re given what 
we’re given by Mother Nature 
and we work around it and do 
the best we can.”

Like other local growers, he’s 

concerned with this year’s crop.
“It started last fall,” 

lamented Fedorkow. “Indus-
try-wide we’re guessing we’re 
looking at almost a half-crop. 
Some farmers are really hurt-
ing more than others. They 
can be down to 25 per cent 
of a crop or less. There’s still 
time, though. All we need is 
sunshine and not a lot of rain 
in September and October.”

The conversation turns 
to farmers as stewards of the 
land, and then to the very 

important VQA designation 
available for 100 per cent On-
tario wines. 

“That’s what you have 
to look for in the store,” he 
insisted. “If you buy VQA, 
you’re helping us 100 per 
cent. There’s blending at some 
wineries, of course, but that’s 
not ‘all Ontario’. All this ‘buy 
local’ that people have been 
pushing for the last few years. 
It’s simple. Buy VQA. I don’t 
care which kind. Wine is a 
personal choice. But as long 

as it’s VQA I’m happy.”
It’s not just the Grape King 

who pushes that VQA des-
ignation. Grape Growers of 
Ontario CEO Debbie Zim-
merman usually finds a way 
to slip that abbreviation (it 
stands for Vintners Quality 
Alliance) into most conver-
sations. She is a strong advo-
cate for Ontario growers and 
wineries in her role with the 
organization.  

“It was formed in 1947,” 
says Zimmerman. “The 
growers had been concerned 
that they couldn’t get the pric-
es up for selling grapes. They 
went to the Minister of Ag-
riculture at the time, and he 
told them to get organized.”

Formed that year as the 
Ontario Grape Growers’ Mar-
keting Board, its mandate was 
to serve the needs and rep-
resent the interests of grape 
growers in their dealings with 
processors. For the first time, 
growers had the ability to set 
a unified, minimum price 
for grapes. They also gained 
a voice in the grape and wine 
processing industry.

At that time, the grapes 
being grown were labrusca 
varieties, native to this re-
gion of North America. They 
were ideal for juice, preserves, 
and dessert and low-alcohol 
wines. Their lower sugar lev-
els and higher acids, though, 

were not suited for the light-
er, dry, table wines that most 
wine lovers seek today. 

The big turning point for 
the industry came between 
1989 and 1991, when growers 
removed most of those vines 
and replaced them with Vitis 
vinifera vines, the traditional 
European varieties. 

Those efforts were support-
ed by the federal and provincial 
Grape Adjustment Program, 
designed to remove grape vari-
eties deemed surplus to indus-
try needs, and to help farmers 
replace them with varieties 
suited for the higher quality ta-
ble wines that consumers were 
demanding. Concurrent to 
that program, labrusca grapes 
were banned from all table 
wines made in Ontario.

The organization’s name 
was changed to the Grape 
Growers of Ontario in 2002 to 
better reflect its membership. 

It took a few years but 
eventually vinifera sales be-
gan to outpace the sales of 
hybrid grapes. In 2012, there 
were about 66,000 metric 
tonnes of grapes sold for pro-
cessing, including more than 
64,000 of wine grapes. Vi-
nifera varieties, virtually un-
heard of in this area 65 years 
ago, now account for 67 per 
cent of the total amount of 
grapes sold to wineries during 
regular harvest.

As well, according to their 
website, there are 17,000 acres 
of vineyards in Ontario today, 
almost the same as 65 years 
ago. But the kind of grapes 
grown is dramatically different 
than it was, and the industry 
has evolved and achieved its 
status as an internationally ac-
claimed grape and wine region. 
And in the past 65 years, the 
farm gate value of grape sales 
has risen from $2.5 million to 
more than $88.6 million.

Meanwhile, the host of last 
week’s party continues to be 
grateful to his fellow growers 
for nominating him for Grape 
King back in 2019, guess-
ing that they must have been 
impressed with his vineyard 
practices and his innovation. 

But alas, all good things 
must come to an end. Fe-
dorkow will finally turn over 
his ceremonial chain when 
the 2022 Grape King is an-
nounced at the Grape Grow-
ers of Ontario’s Celebrity Lun-
cheon on Wednesday, Sept. 
14 at Club Roma in St. Cath-
arines. Ticket are available at 
grapegrowersofontario.com 
or by calling 905-688-0990. 
Former Olympic swimmer 
Mark Tewksbury is this year’s 
celebrity guest. 

“Yeah, I’ll miss it,” Fe-
dorkow said of giving up his 
crown. “But it’s time to pass the 
torch on to somebody else.”

Continued from page 9

John Fedorkow is the longest-reigning Grape King, crowned in 2019 and holding on to 
the title throughout the pandemic. He gives it up in September. (Mike Balsom)
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Online Booking Now Available!

Or give us a call to book 
905-468-8814

Bring this ad in for 10% off lunch on any  
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday in September

Cannot be used Monday, September 5th

Monday to Friday - 8 am to 5 pm, 
Saturday 8 am - 12 pm  

Place your order in advance and 
we can have it ready for you. 

Call 905-468-2412.

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
Open for in-store shopping 

(5 Customers at a time)
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Carol Appel (back, lead commissioning partner), Jeff Herd (co-pro-
ducer), Aaron Tsang (sound designer), Alexis Spieldenner (co-cre-
ator/producer), Kevin Lau (composer), Chris Mori (co-creator/produc-
er), Yue Shi (dancer, Royal Winnipeg Ballet), Howard Reich (writer), 
Corwin Ferguson (projection designer) Kyra Soo (bottom, dancer, 
Royal Winnipeg Ballet), Liam Caines (dancer, Royal Winnipeg Bal-
let), Yosuke Mino (choreographer), and Chenxin Liu (dancer, Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet) have been working in NOTL on Kimiko’s Pearl.

Milos will open the Bravo season Oct. 23.(Photos supplied)

The legendary Count Basie Orchestra will play Partridge Hall 
Dec. 18.
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Bravo season begins with Milos at Performing Arts Centre
The first half of Bravo  

Niagara! Festival of the Arts up-
coming 2022-2023 season fea-
tures the return of three famil-
iar faces, and a holiday season  
kickoff that’s been three years in 
the making. 

The not-for-profit organi-
zation founded and run out of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake by artis-
tic director Christine Mori and 
her daughter, executive director 
Alexis Spieldenner, announced 
their upcoming fall series of four 
concerts this week.

The series begins on Oct. 
23 with the return of classi-
cal guitarist Milos Karadaglic, 
known simply by his first name. 
It’s a fitting start to the first full 
season since the beginning of 
the pandemic, as Milos played 
the last Bravo Niagara! con-
cert on March 15, just before 
COVID-19 shut down the  
entire world.

After much thought and 
consideration, Mori and Spield-
enner decided to go on with 
that 2020 show at St. Mark’s 
Anglican Church. The capacity 
at the church met the govern-
ment’s limit at the time on in-
door events, but Bravo Niagara! 
capped the admission at 200. 
Refunds were offered, and Mori 
estimates about half that total 
showed up.

Milos will make his trium-
phant return to Niagara on an 
October Sunday afternoon with 
a program he calls Reflections 
and Reinvention. Named one of 
the six greatest classical guitarists 
of the last century by BBC Mu-
sic Magazine, the 39-year-old, 
born in Montenegro, is known 
for his ability to work in both 
traditional classical and pop 
classical realms. His 2016 album, 
Blackbird, was a collection of his 
versions of songs by the Beatles. 

His solo recital will take place 
at the FirstOntario Performing 
Arts Centre’s (PAC) Recital Hall. 

Another familiar Bravo 
Niagara! Festival face, soprano 
Measha Brueggergosman-Lee, 
visits the same venue in St. Cath-
arines on Saturday, Nov. 5. 

Her latest album, 2020’s 

Measha Jazz, combines what 
she’s known for — classical and 
jazz — with her takes on blues, 
gospel, funk, francophone folk 
and 70s-era easy listening. The 
record includes versions of a 
number of Nina Simone classics, 
including Take Me to the Water 
and Sinnerman, the Billie Holli-
day chestnut Strange Fruit, and 
the freedom song Woke Up this 
Morning (With my Mind Stayed 
on Freedom).”

“We loved having her last 
time, when she performed with 
the Niagara Children’s Choir,” 
Mori tells The Local. “We’re 
really excited to have her back 
and we look forward to the  
wide range of her repertoire for 
this show.”

South African born bass-
ist Bikithi Kamalo brings his 
Graceland Experience program 
to a new Bravo Niagara! ven-
ue, Ridley College’s Mandeville 
Theatre on Saturday, Nov. 19. 

“He’s doing a tribute to Paul 
Simon,” Mori says of the man 
who worked with the American 
singer/songwriter on his land-
mark 1986 album. That’s Kama-
lo’s famous bassline on the hit 
song You Can Call Me Al.

“He tells the story of Paul 
Simon discovering him,” Mori 
continued, “as well as his ex-
perience recording the album, 
and then his career touring with 
Paul. It’s a really amazing tribute.”

Kumalo last performed 
live for Bravo Niagara!’s Voic-
es of Freedom Festival in 2019,  
and followed that up in 2020 
with his participation in an 
online presentation of a new 
version of the song We Are 
the World, which also featured 
Brueggergosman-Lee.

Now living in the U.S., 
Kumalo has won five Grammy 
Awards and has played with 
the likes of   Herbie Hancock, 
the Susan Tedeschi Band, Josh  
Groban and Gloria Estefan, 
among others. 

The year 2022 ends with a 
chance for Bravo Niagara! to 
finally welcome the legend-
ary Count Basie Orchestra to 
Partridge Hall at the PAC. The 
Christmas-themed show was 
originally planned for Decem-
ber, 2020. It will finally happen 

two years later, on Dec. 18.
“A Very Swingin’ Basie 

Christmas is probably my fa-
vourite Christmas album,”  
says Mori. “We start playing 
that in November to get into the  
spirit. It’s probably the first time 
the Basie Orchestra has played 
in this area, at least in the last 
three decades.”

Thirty years after the passing 
of Count Basie, his orchestra is 
still performing sold-out con-
certs all over the world. Directed 
today by Scotty Barnhart, the 
18-member ensemble has won 
every respected jazz poll in t 
he world along with 18  
Grammy Awards. 

Some of the greatest soloists, 
composers, arrangers and vocal-
ists in jazz history have worked 
with the group, including Les-
ter Young, Billie Holiday, Thad 
Jones, Sonny Payne and Joe 
Williams. Current members in-
clude musicians hired by the late 
bandleader himself.

Donors and past Flex Pack 
purchasers are offered exclusive 
presale access to tickets for the 
four shows until Wednesday, 
Sept. 5. They go on sale to the 
general public Tuesday, Sept. 6 
at 11 a.m., with special early-bird 
pricing until Sept. 13. 

Details on the second half of 
the 2022-2023 season will be re-
vealed some time in November. 

Also last week, Bravo Niag-
ara! announced a major, trans-
formational donation from 
the Hilary and Galen Weston 
Foundation to support Kimiko’s 
Pearl, a new multidisciplinary 
production that will honour 
the resilience of the Japanese  
Canadian community, and shed 
light on a dark chapter in Cana-
dian history.

The idea came to the moth-
er-daughter team in 2020, but 
the project began in earnest in 
2021, shortly after Chicago Tri-
bune music critic Howard Reich 
announced his retirement from 
the newspaper. 

“His parents were Holocaust 
survivors,” Mori tells The Local. 
“The story resonated with him 
right away. I emailed him to con-
gratulate him on his retirement, 
and I pitched the project to him. 
He immediately agreed to work 

on it.”
The Emmy Award-winning 

Reich began piecing together 
the family history of Mori and 
Spieldenner. It’s a story that fo-
cuses on Spieldenner’s mater-
nal great-grandparents, Shizuo 
and Natsue Ayukawa, who left  
Japan to start a new life in Can-
ada at the beginning of the 20th 
century. They settled in Mission, 
B.C., where they built a straw-
berry farm before they were 
removed from their property 
during the war. 

Spanning four generations, 
the story is set against the tur-
bulent backdrop of the Second 
World War, reflecting  the trag-
edies and triumphs of Japa-
nese Canadian families before, 
during and after the period of 
internment. Their harsh expe-
riences attest to heroism and 
hope in the face of racism. It’s 
told through the eyes of Kimiko, 
a 15-year-old Toronto girl who 
discovers an old family trunk 
containing a forgotten diary. 

Mori and Spieldenner serve 
as co-creators and producers 
of the original ballet, alongside 
producer Jeff Herd. Kimiko’s 
Pearl features original music by 
Kevin Lau and choreography by 
Yosuke Mino. The production 
features dancers from the Royal 
Winnipeg Ballet and three gen-
erations of Japanese Canadian 
visual artists and musicians. 

In February, Bravo Niaga-
ra held a video premiere of the 
opening movement on their 
website and YouTube chan-
nel. The creative team flew to  
Niagara this past May for a five-
day workshop on scene three of 
the ballet.

“They worked from 9 a.m. 
until 5 p.m. each day at the 
Robertson Theatre,” Mori re-
members. “We rented a house 
for them so they could all stay 
together. Yosuke told us that at 
5 o’clock, they didn’t stop. They 
were working on choreography 
in the kitchen, all of them.”

There’s still much work to 
be done on Kimiko’s Pearl, in-
cluding gathering musicians to 
record Lau’s original music to 
ready it for a CD release next 
year. Bravo Niagara! is hoping to 
hold the premiere of the original 

work in Niagara in spring, 2024, 
before taking it on tour.

Spieldenner says the gift 
will allow them to complete 
the ballet at the scale they had 
envisioned, including the incor-
poration of original artwork to 
complement the choreography 
and music.

“We’re honoured to be the 
recipient of this transformative 
gift, which will help make our vi-
sion for Kimiko’s Pearl a reality,” 
she says. “As a fourth-generation 

Japanese Canadian, the history 
of internment is deeply personal 
to me and my family. I’m grate-
ful that Kimiko’s Pearl will play a  
role in sharing this important 
part of our collective history 
with all Canadians.”

More details on the premiere 
and future touring will be an-
nounced at a later date.  

For more information, 
please visit www.kimikospearl.
com and follow @kimikos_
pearl. 

Mike Balsom
The Local

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
118 Queen St., NOTL  |  289.868.8898

olivniagara.com
N I A G A R A

Kiwi White Balsamic 
50% off Aug 29th - Sept 2nd  

                      (limit 2 per customer)

Chocolate Mandarin Dark Balsamic
 Free with $65 purchase Sept 3rd & 4th

50% off Sept 5th - 9th (limit 2 per customer)

Flavours of the Week
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The U13/14 soccer team played all their games against Thorold, undefeated for the season. Playing on the NOTL team were (bottom left) Nathan Lambert Zeren Ozdemir, Spencer Collins, 
Dean Velsink, Austin Moolman, Jacob Froese, Julia Rezza, Danielle Smith; (top left) coach Rob VanEgmond, Ron Slootsky, Joshua Sasso, Lucas Visca, Adam VanEgmond, Mark Abboud, 
Ben Raso, Gracie Cherney, Avery Webster and coach Tommy Visca. Missing from the photo are coach Phill Lambert, assistant coach Eton Moolman, Roc Mastromatteo, Ashton Visca, 
Sienna Lalonde and Halo Lunn-Ure. (Photo supplied)

Kids had fun wrapping up their soccer season Saturday with games and medals, and hopes 
for next year. (Mike Balsom)
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Soccer season wraps up with hopes for next year
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Soccer Club president Car-
rie Plaskett’s favourite part of 
last weekend’s year-end fes-
tival was a chance to watch 
the youngest soccer players, 
the Timbits division, play the 
game. 

“When they received their 
medals, they were so happy 
to get them,” she laughs. “It 
was so much fun to watch. 
We had 100 in that age group. 
That shows that there are a lot 
of young families in the area 
and they are coming out. It 
was probably the first time 
many of them got to enjoy or-
ganized sports.”

The soccer season wound 

down Saturday at the Vir-
gil Sports Park with friendly 
competition in that age group 
all the way up to the Un-
der-9/10 division. It marked 
the return of the festival for 
the first time since 2019.

In 2020, pandemic rules 
forbade the club to offer a 
program. Last year, kids were 
back on the field in most age 
groups but limits to the size of 
gatherings meant that games 
were an impossibility. Instead, 
the club focused on smaller 
groups in practice situations, 
working primarily on soccer 
skills. 

“This year we were able to 
do much more,” Plaskett says. 
“We were actually able to al-
low more interaction amongst 
kids playing in teams. We 

were even able to get back to 
having the older kids playing 
against other centres. This 
year definitely started to look 
like what the club used to do 
before the pandemic.”

More than 350 children 
were registered to play soccer 
in NOTL, mostly in house 
league competition. The club 
also ran three Niagara Soccer 
League travel teams - U8 and 
U10 Boys and U8 Girls. 

Unfortunately, the oppor-
tunities this year ended at 12 
years old. When registration 
began last winter, a division 
was offered combining boys 
and girls aged 13 to 15, but 
response was tepid at best. 
NOTL wasn’t alone in that di-
lemma, however. 

“We were on the cusp,” 

remembers Plaskett. “We 
just didn’t have the numbers, 
and neither did other clubs. 
They were in the exact same 
situation. If our registrations 
had been high enough to run 
a team, we would have had 
trouble finding another club 
for them to play against.”

There were enough boys 
and girls to field a team at the 
U11/12 age group, but only 
one other club was able to 
join them in an informal in-
terlock league setting. 

Every week the NOTL 
team, coached by Rob 
VanEgmond, Tommy Visca 
and Phill Lambert, alternat-
ed home games with a team 
from Thorold. NOTL com-
pleted the season undefeated, 
capping it off with a 4-0 victo-

ry in their last game. 
Sharon Velsink, whose 

son Dean played on the team, 
tells The Local in an email, 
“there were some games we 
tied, the rest of them we won 
and, in the end, a group of 
kids who didn’t know each 
other at the beginning of the 
season came together. The 
support they showed each 
other was so great to see.”

Plaskett says coaches like 
VanEgmond, Visca and Lam-
bert are the backbone of the 
organization. 

“The volunteer coaches 
are really the key to success of 
our program,” Plaskett states. 
“We had a lot of volunteers. 
You could really see the kids 
improve on the field over the 
season. Our head coach (Joe 

Pagnotta) provided suggested 
practice plans. They had a lot 
of fun activities to build up 
the kids’ skills.” 

“We had lots of support 
from the business communi-
ty, too” adds Plaskett. “We had 
over 40 sponsors this year. We 
can’t thank them enough for 
their support.”

This month, the club will 
hold early tryouts for the 
travel teams they plan to of-
fer next year. Currently, that 
includes U8 and U9 Girls 
and U8, U9 and U11 Boys 
teams. Plaskett says the club 
is also open to proposals from 
prospective coaches who are 
interested in helping to field 
a team at other age groups. 
Dates for those tryouts will be 
posted via notlsoccer.ca.

Mike Balsom
The Local

LocalSPORTS



17notllocal.com LocalSPORTS

The Otters are looking forward to the preseason game in Virgil, after a heart-breaking loss to 
end last season. (Photos by Jeep DiCioccio)

The Otters’ Noah Sedore (in pink) attacks the Flint Firebirds’ goalie Luke Cavallin.
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Erie Otters, Ice Dogs will be a battle on ice
Next Friday night’s 

pre-season game in Virgil 
between the Erie Otters and 
the Niagara Ice Dogs is a bat-
tle between two teams look-
ing for a turnaround after 
a disappointing 2021-2022 
season. 

Erie completed that cam-
paign with a record of 27-37-
2-2, good for ninth place in 
the Ontario Hockey League’s 
Western Conference, only a 
single point from challeng-
ing the Sarnia Sting for the 
eighth and final playoff spot.

Over in the East, the Ice 
Dogs finished the season in 
the basement of the confer-
ence, at 22-42-3-1. 

More importantly, the 
year ended in turmoil after a 
controversial series of misog-
ynist texts between Ice Dogs 
minority owner Joey Burke 
and head coach and minority 
owner Billy Burke were made 
public. Both were suspended 
indefinitely by the OHL and 

the team was fined $150,000. 
In May, majority owners Bill 
and Denise Burke announced 
the sale of the team to Brant-
ford businessperson Darren 
DeDobbelaer.

The Ice Dogs are looking 
for a clean start under De-
Dobbelaer, who will fill the 
general manager’s role with 
the team. He’ll be assisted by 
Wes Consorti, who has held 
various management and 
coaching positions with the 
Brantford 99ers of the On-
tario Junior Hockey League 
(OJHL), an organization 
also owned by DeDobbelaer. 
Head coach Dan Fitzgerald 
will step behind the bench, 
with his assistants Brandon 
Shaw, Andrew Fritsch and 
Damon Racicot. 

Last week the Dogs named 
Landon Cato their captain 
this year. Defenceman Dako-
ta Betts wore the ‘C’ in 2021-
2022 but at 21 years old he is 
ineligible to return for anoth-
er year in the OHL.

For the Otters, 20-year-old 
defenceman Cameron Mor-

ton will once again be an assis-
tant captain. He’s looking for-
ward to the upcoming game 
at the Meridian Credit Union 
Arena, where the Otters will 
actually be the home team. 

“I’m excited,” he tells The 
Local from his family home 
in Kingston, Ontario. “We did 
something like this with Lon-
don my first year on the team 
(2019-2020). It’s nice to go to 
a smaller community and give 
them a taste of OHL hockey.”

Looking back on last year 
at this time, Morton remem-
bers a locker room filled with 
relief and excitement to fi-
nally get back on the ice after 
losing an entire OHL season 
to the pandemic. The Otters 
had a large number of new 
players joining the team, and 
the returnees hadn’t played 
together for over a year. It 
made for an unusual and un-
sure start. 

Morton missed only three 
of the Otters 68 games last 
year, amassing 3 goals, 18  

Mike Balsom
The Local

Sunday, September 4th

www.ccchurch.ca

9:45 a.m.  
Kids Ministry Sign In 

(Nursery - Kindergarten)

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering

Online & In-Person 
Message: 

Kevin Bayne 
 Back to School!

karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP

Continued on page 20

Niagara-on-the-Lake Minor Softball teams wrapped up a great season on the Virgil 
diamonds over two days,  last Wednesday and Thursday.  Coaches, volunteers and 
most of all the players all did a great job and had fun, and are looking forward to next 
season. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Softball wrap-up
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MOLSON, GERDA ANNE 
DECEMBER 27, 1939 – AUGUST 26, 2022

With courage and determination through her journey with 
cancer, Gerda died peacefully at the Greater Niagara 
General Hospital on August 26, 2022.

Devoted wife of the late Hugh (2007). Cherished 
mother of Elizabeth and the late Harold (2010). Loving 

grandmother of her very special granddaughter Lindsay.

Gerda served as the Chief Librarian of the Niagara-on-the-Lake Library 
for 35 years and as a President of the Ontario Library Association. It was 
during her tenure as Chief Librarian that she and her Library Board made 
the courageous and controversial decision to locate the library from the 
Court House in the old town to its current home. This is Gerda’s legacy 
to the town of Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Gerda was respected and loved by many. She will be greatly missed by 
her family and many friends who will remember her for her generosity 
and kindness of spirit.

Thank you to all her friends for their love and kindness during her 
illness. A special thanks to Allison Kane for her unwavering support and 
encouragement.

Arrangements entrusted to Morgan Funeral Home. Cremation has taken 
place and a private celebration of life will be held by the family at a  
later date.

Flowers gratefully declined. If you wish, please consider a memorial 
donation to the Walker Family Cancer Centre, St. 
Catharines. Memories, photos and condolences may 
be shared at www.morganfuneral.com

ULRIKE “ULI” RESCHKE (NÉE KONZELMANN) —
Born September 8th, 1966 in Stuttgart, Germany. It is 
with deep sadness we announce the passing of our 
Uli, a beloved mother, wife, sister, and daughter, on  
August 25th, 2022.

After a courageous battle with cancer, Uli is now with her 
Heavenly Father and reunited with her niece (Carolina), 

brother (Matthias), and father (Herbert).

Uli was a loving, gentle, kind-spirited soul who will be deeply missed by 
her devoted, loving husband James and her incredible children Mikaela, 
Lauren (Bowen), and Ty (Julia) of whom she was so proud.

She was a dedicated daughter to Herbert (predeceased) and Gudrun 
Konzelmann and a caring sister to Claudia Konzelmann (Dietmar) and 
Matthias Konzelmann (predeceased). She was a wonderful daughter-
in-law, aunt, and loyal friend to so many. She took great pride in her 
work as a dental hygienist; she loved her valued colleagues and patients  
(Dr. Brian Kim).

Uli will always be remembered for her gentle, peaceful nature, quick-
witted remarks, and above all else, her faith. Uli had so many favourite 
verses that encouraged her and gave her strength. Romans 8:6 says:

“For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 
is life and peace.”

The family would like to extend their appreciation to the Palliative Care 
Outreach Team - PCOT (Ari, Paul, Pam, and Helen) who provided 
exceptional care to Uli.

In keeping with Uli’s wishes, cremation has already taken place. There 
will be a visitation at the Tallman Funeral Home in Vineland on Tuesday, 
August 30th from 4 pm to 8 pm. The family would ask that in lieu of flowers, 
anyone wishing to, would donate in Uli’s name to Hospice Niagara.

A private celebration of Uli’s life will take place at a later date. Online 
condolences at tallmanfuneralhomes.ca.

FOR SALE

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU

OBITUARY

OBITUARY
Across: 
1	 1/2	fl.	oz.
5  Accumulate
10		Comic	Chappelle
14		Dash
15  ---	Hicks,	who	co-founded	 
	 an	eponymous	online	“List”
16		---	Jannings,	first	Oscar	 
	 winner
17		“But,	---	was	ambitious,	 
	 I	slew	him”	(Shakespeare,	 
	 “Julius	Caesar”)
18		Doubtful	attitude
20		Pops	the	question
22		Fight	sites
23		Brazilian	saint
24		“---	cool!”
25		Chinese	gooseberry
26		Coal	Miner’s	Daughter	 
	 Loretta	---
28		Castigatory
32		Plaudits
34		“Peace	on	earth,	good	 
	 will	---”
35		“Air	America”	lead	---		  
	 Gibson
36		“Death	---	Expert	Witness”	 
	 (P	D	James)
37		“...	my	---	days,	when	I	 
	 was	green	in	judgment	...”	 
	 (Shakespeare,	“Antony	 
	 and	Cleopatra”)
38		Australian	national	 
	 gemstone
39		“Holy	cow!”
40		Of	high	grade

41		Former	first	lady	of	France	 
	 ---	Bruni
42		Attars
44		Democratic	right
45		Sawbones,	briefly
46		Salon	goo
47		Sucker
50		Three	miles
53		Disturb	oilman,	 
	 or	sabotage	form	of	 
	 transportation
55		Unlettered
57		“The	Joy	of	Cooking”	 
	 author	Rombauer
58		“---	the	torpedoes!”	 
	 (David	Farragut)
59		“Divine	Comedy”	writer	 
	 ---	Alighieri
60		Decree
61		Dead	tree
62		Dirty	political	tactic
63		Dorothy’s	doggy

Down:
1	 Golf	hazards
2  Port	on	the	Shatt	al-Arab	river
3		 Choosy	lads	play	havoc	 
	 with	study	periods
4		 Quick	look
5		 Long-time	Moroccan	king
6		 Properly	pitched
7		 Matures
8		 Final	wish?
9		 Kept	in	custody
10		Chicanery

Sudoku solution from  
August 24, 2022

Across:  1	Tbsp,	5	Hoard,	10	Dave,	14	Race,	15	Angie,	16	Emil,	17	
As	he,	18	Skepticism,	20	Proposes,	22	Arenas,	23	Sao,	24	Way,	25	
Kiwi,	26	Lynn,	28	Punitive,	32	Kudos,	34	To	men,	35	Mel,	36	Of	an,	
37	Salad,	38	Opal,	39	Boy,	40	Super,	41	Carla,	42	Essences,	44	
Vote,	45	Docs,	46	Gel,	47	Sap,	50	League,	53	Monorail,	55	Illiterate,	
57	Irma,	58	Damn,	59	Dante,	60	Fiat,	61	Snag,	62	Smear,	63	Toto.

Down: 1	Traps,	2	Basra,	3	School	days,	4	Peep,	5	Hassan,	6	On-key,	
7	Ages,	8	R	I	P,	9	Detained,	10	Deceit,	11	Amin,	12	Visa,	13	Elms,	19	
Irwin,	21	Owns,	25	Kumar,	27	Yon,	28	Poles,	29	Impresario,	30	Veal,	
31	Ella,	32	Kobe,	33	U	F	Os,	34	Tapes,	37	Succeeds,	38	Oat,	40	
Snout,	41	Colo,	43	Edging,	44	Veneer,	46	Gotta,	48	Aim	at,	49	Plato,	
50	Lids,	51	Elan,	52	Alma,	53	Mane,	54	Rift,	56	Ram.	

11		Former	Ugandan	dictator
12		Passport	endorsement
13		Boston’s	Liberty	Tree,	and	 
	 others
19		Eighth	moonwalker
21		Possesses
25		Stoner	paired	with	Harold
27		“	...	from	---	far	country	 
	 blows”	(Housman)
28		Gondoliers’	propellers
29		Such	as	Flo	Ziegfeld
30		Schnitzel	meat
31		She,	in	Sonora
32		Japanese	beef	considered	 
	 a	delicacy
33		Mysteries	on	high
34		Watergate	evidence
37		Turns	out	well
38		Bran	source
40		End	of	a	glacier
41		Centennial	St.
43		Selvage
44		Pretense
46  We	---	Get	Out	of	This	Place
48		Target
49		Pupil	of	Socrates	and	 
	 teacher	of	Aristotle
50		Eyeshades,	maybe
51		Flair
52		Michigan	college,	and	 
	 where	it	is
53		Leo’s	locks
54		Fissure
56		---	+	dam	=	lamb

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No Pressure
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‘Bring your families to read about our heroes’

Dan Willms and Trent Hunter spoke of the undefeated U-22 
Thunderhawks season, coached by Andy Boldt. 

Daniel Servos speaks of his cousin and honouree Lancelot 
Cressy Servos, and unveils the plaque with the NOTL Muse-
um’s Sarah Kaufman. 

Lord Mayor Betty Disero congratulates Yvonne Haines, induct-
ed to the Wall of Fame for her decades of volunteer work with 
the NOTL Skating Club.

and knowledge from region-
al meetings, Western Ontario 
AGM’s and the many Skate 
Canada annual conventions she 
has attended across Canada.”

Boyle-Krzeczkowski went 
on to laud Haines for her hard 
work during the pandemic to 
ensure the club was following 
provincial mandates while 
continuing to offer fun skating 
programs for local kids. 

The soft-spoken Haines 
began her speech by congratu-
lating the other two inductees. 
Haines then said she learned to 
skate from her father, a Queen-
ston Volunteer Firefighter who 
helped create an outdoor rink 
at the old Laura Secord Memo-
rial School, which she attend-
ed. Her passions for both figure 
skating and volunteering were 
developed in those early days. 

When her daughter Emma 
began figure skating in the early 
1990s, Haines noticed a poster 
calling for volunteers to help 
with a carnival. She signed up 
and, as often happens with first-
time volunteers who show en-
thusiasm, Haines was asked to 
consider taking a position on the 
club’s board. She was named club 
secretary at her first meeting.

Soon, Haines was leading the 
charge to move the club forward.

“We negotiated and secured 
double our ice hours,” remem-
bered Haines. “We offered our 
Can-Skate, our Pre-Can pro-
gram, and for the older skaters 
we offered three different levels. 
We went from three days of ice, 
to five and a few years later to 

seven days for both recreation-
al and competitive skaters. And 
our reputation began to grow.”

“I am grateful that I can 
still give my time,” Haines con-
tinued, “and that I can pass on 
my passion to anyone that will 
listen. It brings me joy to see 
former skaters bring their chil-
dren back to their home club 
to learn to skate. And I’m es-
pecially thrilled to see my own 
granddaughters skate at the ju-
nior and pre-junior levels, and 
my grandson, who will enter 
the Pre-Can class.”

Chair of the Sports Wall of 
Fame committee, Ward Simp-
son, said Trevor Falk’s nomi-
nation form was seven pages 
long, encompassing his accom-
plishments in hockey, fastball 
and track and field as well as 
his continued contributions to 
NOTL sports organizations as 
a coach and volunteer.

Simpson, MP Tony Bald-
inelli, MPP Wayne Gates, 
and NOTL councillor Erwin 
Weins, all hockey goaltenders, 
expressed relief that none of 
them had ever had to face Falk 
on the ice. Then Rich Andres 
delivered the speech to en-
shrine his long-time friend. 

“Looking at Trevor you will 
see not only a highly successful 
athlete in multiple sports, but 
someone who has always com-
peted in a manner that earns the 
respect of his teammates,” said 
Andres. “Former teammates 
and coaches describe him as a 
contributor, winner, sportsman, 
ambassador, and humble. These 
are all characteristics that every 
coach looks for in an athlete.”

Falk was a frequent winner 
of many track and field events 
during his high school days in 
town. He played with the St. 
Catharines Junior B Falcons of 
the Golden Horseshoe Hock-
ey League, scoring 52 goals in 
one season, and followed that 
up with three stellar seasons 
with the Brock University Bad-
gers. He has also been a fastball 
standout with the Niagara Snap-
pers, winning MVP awards and 
helping them capture numerous 
championships. Falk coaches 
with the NOTL Wolves Hockey 
Club and also serves as its direc-
tor of hockey development.

“His God-given ability is 
paralleled with a strong char-
acter, work ethic and sports-
manship,” Andres said. “What 
greater compliment can you 
give a player than that coach-
es and players all want him on 
their team and dread playing 
against him.”

Falk, who was joined by his 
father Bill to unveil his plaque, 
explained to much laughter 
from the gathering that he 
joined sports because he was 
trying to get away from the 
chores on the farm. 

“You never run out of work 
on the farm,” he said. “Who 
wouldn’t want to play sports? 
It grew on me more and more, 
playing sports. The older I got 
and the higher the level of com-
petition, the more I wanted to 
give back.”

He choked up when talking 
of his teammates, former 
coaches and friends who nom-
inated him for the honour, and 
thanked his parents, sisters and 
his wife Stephanie for their sup-
port through the years. 

“I never thought I would 
be joining the people on this 
wall,” Falk added, genuinely 
surprised at his selection. “I’ve 
always looked at them as local 
heroes as I walked past them to 
go coach the kids.”

Falk, Haines and Servos 
bring the total members on the 
Wall of Fame to 27. Lord Mayor 
Betty Disero outlined the town’s 
2003 decision to create the wall 
following the death that year of 
Stan Ignatczyk, a former lord 
mayor and successful lacrosse 
player, coach and manager. Ig-
natczyk’s family donated money 
for the cause, and since then the 
committee continues to take re-
sponsibility for the selection of 
members and raising funds for 
the plaques.

Disero urged NOTL resi-
dents to ensure their children 
recognize the important role 
these athletic role models play 
in town.

“This wall is even as im-
portant as our museum,” 
Disero said, “in telling the 
story and culture of our com-
munity. I ask you to bring 
your families here to read 
about our heroes in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake.”

The evening began by rec-
ognizing the success of the 
undefeated NOTL Thunder-

hawks Under-22 lacrosse team, 
who won the Ontario Lacrosse 
Festival provincial champion-
ship the first week of August. 

Assistant coach and trainer 
Dan Willms lamented the ef-
fect the pandemic has had on 
the town’s lacrosse program, 
forcing the club to cancel its Ju-
nior B team. 

But the club bounced back, 
he said, when head coach Andy 
Boldt gathered the group of 
young men who would form this 
year’s U22 squad. The staff set four 
goals, with the final one to capture 
the provincial trophy. They ex-
ceeded all expectations, winning 
every game they played this year 
save for a tie to the Gloucester 
Griffins in the provincials. 

Assistant captain Trent 
Hunter spoke on behalf of his 
teammates, who ranged from 
16 to 21 years of age. Hunter 
credited the coaching staff and 
team captain Joe Fragnito for 
helping the crew to gel as a team. 

“This group of boys rated so 
high and cared so much about 
the game,” Hunter, who has 
played lacrosse in NOTL since 
2008, said, “that they may be 
remembered as one of the best 
teams in Niagara-on-the-Lake 
lacrosse history. This put a cap 
on a Thunderhawks career for 
many of us, but the last ride 
couldn’t have gone any better.”

Continued from page 1

Bill Falk joins his son Trevor Falk to help unveil his plaque for the 
Sports Wall of Fame. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Women in 
Business 

Networking 
and Referral 

Group  
Niagara-on-the-Lake

It’s a great time to join in at the start.
We meet once a month for 1+ hour lunch meeting. 

What are we all about? 
• Creating business alliances

• Referrals and leads for new business
• Brain storming to help each other with new ideas

• It’s about GIVING and getting
• Expanding your customer base

• Meet wonderful local women and create  
great business relationships

• A positive forward thinking group to support each other

Our first lunch meeting 
will be at Bricks & Barley on  

Friday, September 23rd at 12 noon.
(Let us know the type of business you have and your  

contact numbers if you will be joining us for our 1st lunch meeting)

If you are interested please register with
angelika.zammit@gmail.com

Looking forward to New Beginnings!  
New Friendships! New Business Opportunities!

FREE HOME
EVALUATION
WALK-INS WELCOME

CALL OR TEXT
289-214-4394

496 Mississauga Street (Corner of John and Mississauga Street)
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Erie Otters raising money for minor hockey
assists and 99 penalty minutes. 

“Last year was a big step-
ping stone, not only in my 
work ethic but also in my 
skills and my game as well,” 
he says. “My coaches and I 
worked on that kind of stuff. 
Coming into this year I feel 
really confident in my game.”

Finishing just a point out 
of the playoff picture has 
left a sour taste in Morton’s 
mouth.

“We came together really 
good as a group at the end,” 
he says. “This year, coming 
into camp, we’re very close. I 
think a big part of our game 
last year was how hard we 
worked. This year we’re go-
ing to have that skill and 
those extra details, put to-
gether with some hard work, 
I think we’re going to have a 
really good season.”

As one of the older play-
ers, he relished the opportu-
nity to provide some lead-

ership to the team, and says 
he’s already been sharing 
that responsibility with other 
experienced Otters during 
training camp. 

Fellow 20-year-old Noah 
Sedore was marked as a play-
er to watch last year as the 
Otters season began. The 5’9” 
left winger from Bobcaygeon 
played all 68 games for Erie, 
netting 17 goals and 29 assists 
on the season. The former 
Lakefield College School stu-
dent was selected by the Ot-

ters in the eighth round as the 
144th overall pick, in the 2018 
entry draft. He’ll join Morton 
as one of the leaders on this 
year’s team.

One of the brightest lights 
for the Otters in 2021-2022 
was the play of rookie goal-
tender Nolan Lalonde. The 
49th pick in the 2020 OHL 
priority selection draft was 
anticipated to be a backup, 
but he quickly moved into 
their every-day starter role.  

Lalonde, also from Kings-

ton, was the top rookie goalie 
in the league and was named 
to the All-Rookie First Team. 
He backstopped 58 games 
for the Otters, amassing a 
record of 24-25-2-1. His  
24 wins led all rookies and 
was the seventh highest 
amongst all goaltenders in 
the OHL. He’ll be back be-
tween the pipes for the Otter 
this season. 

The 18-year-old also 
earned Midwest Division 
Academic Player of the 

Month honours from the 
OHL in November, and was 
named one of the goalten-
ders for Canada’s National 
Men’s Under-18 Team at 
the 2022 IIHF U18 World 
Championship.

Tickets for the Friday, 
Sept. 9 game are only $10 
and are available in advance 
from Phil’s Independent 
Grocer on Niagara Stone 
Road. Proceeds from the 
game will benefit the NOTL 
Wolves Minor Hockey Club. 

Continued from page 17
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