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The two Sentineal families are using Byron Street, outside St. Mark’s Rectory, to park their carriages on weekends.

(Mike Balsom)

Carriages moved to Byron Street

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Tears well up in the
corners of Fred Sentineal’s
eyes when he considers the
outpouring of support his
business, Sentineal Carriag-
es, has received online, via
telephone and on the street
in recent weeks. It happens
during a discussion on Sat-
urday, the first day at the
new weekend location for
his horses and carriages on
Byron Street, at the corner
of King, just in front of the
St. Mark’s Church Rectory.

Sentineal says he was
not presented with any op-
tions other than the move,
which Lord Mayor Betty
Disero says is only for the
weekends. “We had a call
Wednesday,” explains Sen-

tineal. “We were told coun-
cil had made the decision
to move the carriage stands,
and it was confirmed yester-
day (Friday) morning that
we were starting here today.”

The move is in response
to the chaos of the previous
Sunday. That’s when animal
rights protesters marched
from Simcoe Park to meet
with about 100 carriage
supporters, stopping traf-
fic at the corner of King
and Queen Streets and
disrupting local businesses
for hours. It was the big-
gest clash between the two
sides in a stand-off that has
been ongoing for over three
years.

“What I saw on the 23rd
was such an escalation of
anger between the protest-
ers and the counter-protest-

ers,” says Disero. “Council
spent two evenings (Mon-
day and Tuesday) discuss-
ing this with legal counsel
and came up with a plan to
deescalate what was going
on, to try to assist the store
owners with whats been
happening, and to try and
deal with any and all legal-
ities or harshness that was
coming from anywhere”
Disero confirms that
council supported the di-
rection to move the car-
riages just on Saturdays and
Sundays, until the situation
between the two sides dees-
calates. The discussion was
held in-camera, with legal
counsel present, and she as-
sures that at no time did she
or any member of council
consult with the protesters
on the decision. Disero

adds that there are further
steps to the plan as it moves
forward, though details are
not being made public at
this time.

“Thereisa plan in place,”
she informs The Local. “I
talked to Laura and Fred
Sentineal yesterday, and the
other Sentineal company
(owned by Fred’s brother
Jeff, Queens Royal Carriag-
es also operates out of the
same location). They're all
in agreement with the plan.
We're trying to work with
them (Laura and Fred) to
at least understand why the
move was made”

Disero says neither com-
pany pays a fee to the Town
to operate on their usual
corner, nor will they be re-

Continued on page 8

Tucker, Hall of
Famer, dies at
peace in his sleep

Penny Coles
The Local

Tucker, the dog pro-
claimed a hero by the Pu-
rina Animal Hall of Fame
for saving the family he
loved, has died.

Rachel Spiewak, who
came close to losing that
family in a 2018 fire, says
he died at peace, just one
week after finally leaving
that chapter of their lives
behind.

When their Annma-
rie Drive home was
destroyed, she and
then-partner Jason Chafe
were home with their
young son, Keegan, and

his son from a previous
marriage. Rachels two
older boys, Ayden and Ka-
lan, were with their dad.
Tucker, she says, “saved
my life and three others
that night”

Tucker, after awaken-
ing the adults and seeing
the four of them out of
the house, ran back in to
the burning basement be-
fore they could stop him.
Rachel ran after Tucker,
dragging him out again.
She believes he was trying
to save Ayden, whose bed-
room was downstairs.

She and Chafe set about

Continued on page 11

Tucker was inducted into the Purina Animal Hall of Fame
for saving his family. (Rachel Spiewak)
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Shaw preparing for next week’s musical revues

Penny Coles
The Local

Last week was a good
news-bad news time for the
Shaw Festival, but as always,
CEO Tim Jennings is moving
forward on a positive note.

With news of a $400,000
grant from the federal govern-
ment for outdoor performanc-
es announced last Tuesday, the
festival has kicked into high
gear to make that a reality, with
live musical revues expected to
begin next week.

They could run into No-
vember, Jennings said, and
be staged in the beautiful
gardens of the festival theatre,
with tables and umbrellas to
“make it a pleasing experi-
ence” for patrons, or at winer-
ies and other outdoor venues
around town.

The Shaw has a portable
staging system, he says, and
could also make use of a por-
table tent, especially moving

into the fall. “We've been run-
ning to try to figure out what
this could look like”

With the lack of tourists
this summer, offering activi-
ties during the “cusp season,’
this fall and next spring, be-
comes especially important
for the theatre and the town.
It’s easier to do in NOTL, with
its milder climate, Jennings
says, and the outdoor perfor-
mances will hopefully attract
out-of-towners who may also
enjoy other activities, such as
visiting wineries, taking bike
tours, eating at local restau-
rants and staying overnight.
“It will make a great stayca-
tion,” he adds.

Since the reason for the
federal grant and the goal
of the Shaw at this point is
to bring visitors to Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, the perfor-
mances will be kept close
to home. “This is primarily
intended to drive economic
recovery to the town, since it

is so clearly impacted by the
reduction of tourism locally,”
says Jennings.

Although the Shaw had
been working out possible
scenarios for outdoor perfor-
mances for months, they re-
ceived very little notice of the
funding, learning about it the
night before last weels public
announcement, which wasn't
what they expected to hear.

Jennings says hes still
hopeful there will be more
funding opportunities. Al-
though the grant was wel-
come news, they were hoping
for more — it isn't enough to
finance the performances.

“Well spend more than
were getting, he says, but
glad to do it as an engine of
economic recovery for the
town, and also “to make
some good art. Were very
excited about that, and we're
hoping to become a model
for other places, especially in
rural communities, that can

follow;” with government or
community funding support.

Rehearsals started Mon-
day. “Were jumping in on
both feet, moving as fast as we
can’ to get performances un-
derway, although there may
be changes as they go along.

They intend to start small,
with audiences of 50 peo-
ple, and expect tickets to be
snapped up quickly. “Tell
people to watch social media”
for ticket announcements,
he says, adding he hopes to
expand performances for
crowds of 100 people as they
move forward, as permitted
by the Province.

“If the school openings are
successful, we may be able to
expand to that number. Then
the real question is, how will
we do it”

They've managed to keep
some people employed all
summer, including actors,
stage managers and others,
with government support,

but that is expected to change
in September, says Jennings.
The outdoor performances
will likely only involve about
12 to 14 people, although if
they can offer larger special
events, those could require
more help.

The bad news that came
the day after the announce-
ment of federal funding was
that the Shaw has cancelled its
2020 season. The exception
is A Christmas Carol, which
remains on the calendar to
be performed at the Royal
George Theatre beginning
Nov. 8 and running until Dec.
23, with activities for audi-
ence members such as Back-
stage Secrets and Create your
own Victorian Christmas
Card also scheduled.

Jennings says they had
applied for funding to under-
write indoor performances
for small audiences, which
wouldn’t be financially via-
ble without some help from

upper levels of government.
That didn’t happen, and they
couldn’t afford to proceed
with the season under the
current Provincial guidelines.

He is anticipating using
the 2020 Shaw season, as it
was intended to be staged, to
be the “building blocks” of
the 2021 season.

They will make use of
what they have already de-
signed and built for 2020, to
cut costs, but the smaller sea-
son is expected to mean fewer
jobs.

“We can't afford to do it in
its entirety; he says, “and we
don't know what the physi-
cal restrictions will be. They
could be limited to 30 per
cent capacity”’

Anything less than 60 per
cent will cost them money
and require outside funding,
making government grants
and community donations
especially important as they
move toward next season.

Shaw Guild team supports local businesses

Penny Coles
The Local

At a time when it’s so im-
portant to support businesses
suffering from a devastating
decline in tourism, Shaw Guild
members have been shopping
locally.

Volunteers who are anxious
to give back to their commu-
nity, and have been unable to
help the festival, are finding
other ways to contribute. In
addition to being welcoming
ambassadors for the town, they
initiated a project called LOT
O’ NOTL, ordering items from

Shaw Guild members Laurie Harley, Brenda Weafer and Gail
Kendall, with actor Emily Lukasik, deliver boxes of merchandise
from local businesses. (Photos by Cheryl Morris)

local businesses to fill boxes of
curated delicacies and home
products, as part of the Shaw
Guilds program to support
Queen Street merchants, says
guild communications chair
Cheryl Morris.

The 52 boxes, at $50 each,
were assembled and delivered
by a team of guild volunteers,
led by Emily Lukasik, a Shaw
Company actor. “Emily had
the idea, and both Tims (ar-
tistic director Tim Carroll, and
Tim Jennings, CEO for the
Shaw Festival) were totally on
board. They suggested she get
in touch with Laurie Harley
(Shaw Guild president) and
that's how it started. And we
were available to help?

Lukasik had heard of a
similar program being done
in a Toronto neighbourhood
earlier this year, and thought
it would be great for the Shaw
and the Guild to run the pro-
gram in support of Queen
Street merchants.

The team of Harley, Bren-
da Weafer, Gail Kendall, Mor-
ris and Lukasik spent several
hours one day scouting out
and shopping for items for the
boxes.

Team members found it

Each $50 box had a selection of items from local retailers.

was difficult to make the final
choices with so many great
shops to choose from, said
Morris.

They will gather soon to
discuss the possibility of put-
ting together a holiday-themed
package later in the year, and

perhaps extend the offer to lo-
cal residents who are not Guild
members, she added.

Guild members are also
hoping to get back to volun-
teering for the Shaw. With
funding for outdoor perfor-
mances announced last week,

there could be a role for volun-
teers, or the Shaw may want to
use their employees. “We don't
know what they have planned.
Wed like to get back to the
Shaw, but it will depend on so
many other factors. Everything
is up in the air”
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Ambassador pilot program underway in Old Town

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Standing out from the
crowd, decked in their new
bright blue T-shirts, Shaw
Guild members mingled with
visitors along the streets of the
Old Town this past weekend
in their new role as volunteer
ambassadors.

Saturday marked the first
day of the pilot program,
which tasks volunteers with
greeting tourists and others.
The ambassadors are to wel-
come people, reinforce the
guidelines about physical dis-
tancing and wearing masks,
and answer any questions
that might arise.

Shaw Guild communi-
cations chair Cheryl Morris
says there are currently 29
members who have offered
their time to the cause. With
the coronavirus pandemic
putting an end to summer
performances at the Shaw
Festival, the dedicated volun-
teers were elated to finally get
back into the community to
contribute in this new way.

Council  representatives
Gary Burroughs and Wendy
Cheropita were happy to don
their own blue shirts as they
met with the first group Sat-
urday before heading to the
streets.

“The Town has been
great, says Morris. “They
provided the T-shirts. It was
actually the idea of Gary and
Wendy, so they (the Town)
also supplied the masks, the
tote bags, gift cards for va-
lu-mart, parking passes for
the volunteers and use of the
Market Room (at the Court-
house)”

Speaking to The Local
Sunday night, Cheropita,
who spent a few hours par-
ticipating Saturday, said the

first weekend was a chance
to learn exactly how the pro-
gram would work. “They
(the ambassadors) found
that most people had a mask
on, or had it in their pock-
ets. They were pleasantly
surprised, and everyone was
open to having a discussion.
Some people chatted for a
while, and asked where the
washrooms were. We got the
frequently asked questions
(FAQs) down pat”

Cheropita  herself ap-
proached a few people Sat-
urday. “Wearing a mask, it’s
important that they see in
your eyes that you're smiling.
I'found it easy to approach the
groups. I think it's important
to put yourself in the situation
of the ambassadors so you
know what its like being in
their shoes”

Volunteers Lois Chapman
and Kim Mustill were the first
to hit the street at noon. They
made sure to stay off Queen
Street for the most part, be-
cause as Morris says, it's dif-
ficult to hold a physically dis-
tanced conversation on such
a busy thoroughfare.

With beaming smiles that
rivaled their new T-shirts for
brightness, the two women
approached a group gathered
around a picnic table on Re-
gent Street. They introduced
themselves as volunteer am-
bassadors, welcomed the
visitors to town, and asked if
they had any questions. The
tourists seemed happy to have
a short conversation with
Mustill and Chapman, who
in a friendly manner shared
some of their favourite local
businesses.

Across the street was a
group of three near their car.
Mustill and Chapman walked
up and began an informal
conversation with the visi-

tors from the Toronto area. In
NOTL for the weekend, they
were beaming with radiant
smiles of their own as they
raved about the local restau-
rants with which they were al-
ready thoroughly impressed.
The volunteers spent almost
five minutes with the tourists,
chatting as if they were old
friends.

Cheropita had a chance
to meet with a number of the
volunteers when it was time
for a shift change mid-after-
noon. Having just come back
from a visit to Sentineal Car-
riages on Byron Street, it was
suggested the ambassadors
could direct curious visitors
to the new weekend location
of the carriages as an answer
to one of those FAQs.

On that topic, though
there was no disruption this
weekend from the protesters,
there is a protocol in place for
the ambassadors if any con-
flict arises.

“If they encounter any-
one who is confrontational,’
Cheropita explains, “we ask
them to say T hope you have
a nice day, and walk away.
With the protesters, we say
don’t make eye contact, don't
engage in conversation, and
if you feel uncomfortable, we
ask that they text Laurie (Har-
ley, Shaw Guild president)
and Cheryl, as theyre in the
Market Room. If anything se-
rious is to happen, they would
call the police, and not our by-
law officers”

Morris explains that this
weekend marked the begin-
ning of a two-week pilot pro-
gram that will be assessed after
it wraps up Sept. 13. “We're
going to evaluate] she says.
“Were going to send all the
volunteers a survey, to get their
opinions on what they liked,
what they didn' like, any sug-

Ambassadors Lois Chapman, Kim Mustill, Barbara Webber, Marlene Walther, Wendy Cheropita,
and Gary Burroughs prepare to welcome visitors Saturday. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

gestions for improvement, and
then the Town will evaluate
what they want to do next”
After consulting with
Morris and Harley, Cheropita
was pleased that the ambas-
sadors were a big success on
their first weekend. But there

is always room for adaptation
in a pilot program.

“One thing we did learn,’
she says, “is that our T-shirts
had our Shaw Guild logo on
the front and the Ambassador
Program printed on the back.
As you're approaching them

(visitors), they dont know
who you are. Shaw Guild
makes no sense to them.

So when the ambassadors
next hit the Old Town streets,
don't be surprised if they are
wearing their bright blue
T-shirts backwards.

Kim Mustill and Lois Chapman chat with visitors Saturday.
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Councll agrees to get started on tourism strategy

Penny Coles
The Local

Niagara-on-the-Lake  will
begin developing a tourism strat-
egy, with a nod from council to
hire a consultant to help with the
process.

Staff don't have the tourism
expertise, councillors heard last
week, and an outside profession-
al is needed to bring all the var-
ious groups, including residents,
to the table.

With the local tourism in-

dustry devastated by the impact
of COVID-19, the town needs
to plan where it wants be in 20
years, with respect to tourism,
said Lord Mayor Betty Disero,
at last week’s marathon 12-hour
council meeting that continued
over two nights.

It will include what is need-
ed for infrastructure, marketing,
transportation, the waterfront,
heritage, the natural environment
and residents’ ideas for sustainable
tourism, she said, listing some of
the many different groups formed

to deal with those issues.

She and interim CAO Shel-
don Randall said they envision
two stages, one that would re-
quire a consultant who would
work with stakeholders and con-
solidate feedback, and another
who would be tasked with cre-
ating the strategy to achieve their
goals.

There was some concern
from councillors that it might be
too soon to plan a strategy, with
so much unknown about what
the post-pandemic future will

No 2020 tax rebate for heritage businesses

Penny Coles
The Local

An attempt by Coun. Gary
Burroughs to have staft look at
a tax rebate for heritage district
tourism businesses on Queen
Street failed last week.

In the motion asking for the
rebate, Burroughs referred to it
as a commercial tax, and avoid-
ed describing it as the much-dis-
cussed heritage tax rebate, which
council has agreed to consider
for next year’s budget.

However, it became clear in
his explanation of his request that
itis in fact “the heritage tax rebate
by another name;” which he want-
ed to have approved for this year.

“It is sort of the same thing,
strictly to do with property tax
in 2020, at 40 per cent, fund-
ed from the parking increase)
Burroughs said, hoping to have
the Region and education tax

match it, as allowed by the pro-
vincial heritage tax program.
“The payback is enormous for
taxpayers, said Burroughs.

“Ibelieve it is the heritage tax
rebate in disguise,” said Coun.
Allan Bisback, who reminded
councillors there is already ap-
proval for a working committee,
with support from staff, to assess
the heritage tax review.

Several councillors took is-
sue with a tax rebate to help only
businesses in the heritage dis-
trict. Some businesses such as
Sonos, a small family business
and Virgil “icon’ said Coun.
Erwin Wiens, are also suffering
and would not qualify, while big
corporations such as Bell and
Bank of Montreal would.

Also of concern was how it
would be funded.

“We have to stop using
parking revenues. We can't get
any more money out of parking

and we don't have the funds to
fund it,” said Wiens.

Coun. Sandra OConnor
said she empathizes with all res-
idents and businesses suffering
from the impact of the pandem-
ic, and supports the heritage tax
rebate, but she couldn’t support
such a large expenditure mid-
way through the 2020 budget.

Burroughs said he was try-
ing to help those on Queen
Street who, with the highest as-
sessment, are paying high prop-
erty taxes, with no tourism to
help offset the costs. “It's becom-
ing a dreadful situation,” he said.

“If this doesn’t pass, some-
body better figure a way to help
those businesses before we have
an empty main street”

Burroughs had the support
of Couns. Clare Cameron and
Wendy Cheropita, but his mo-
tion to help heritage district
businesses was defeated.

hold, but all agreed it would be
for the long term, and needs to
be started now.

Coun. Allan Bisback called
it a “great opportunity” to work
with support from the NOTL
Chamber of Commerce, and,
quoting from a recent chamber
presentation, “a third party to
navigate an unbiased process.”

Coun. Gary Burroughs said
he hopes development of the
strategy will make use of the ex-
pertise of the towns “very good
tourism operators.’

Coun. Wendy Cheropita,
a consultant who has worked
extensively with wineries and
tourism, agreed with developing
a strategy that sets out a vision of
who the town wants to attract,
when, where they will come
from, how to market the destina-
tion, how to provide the services
to accommodate visitors, and
how to pay for them and the in-
frastructure that will be required.

Randall compared the devel-

opment of a tourism strategy with
the recent review of the towns offi-
cial plan, as far as the scope of the
public engagement required.
Although dealing with the
pandemic means money is tight,
councillors agreed with advice
from town treasurer Kyle Free-
born that the first consultant
could be financed by the $30,000
in the 2020 budget for a heritage
rebate consultant, which was not
needed, and the second stage of
developing the strategy, which
will be more costly, could be in-
cluded in the 2021 budget.
Eduardo Lafforgue, president
of the NOTL Chamber of Com-
merce, said he was happy to see the
development of a tourism strategy,
which he had asked for, approved.
“Its most important that we
cannot have two different strat-
egies;” he said. There are aspects
of the strategy where the cham-
ber can provide its expertise,
and other aspects, such as infra-
structure for transportation and

parking, which are the Towns
responsibility.

It should include not only
the tourism stakeholders but the
community at large, including St.
Davids, Virgil, Queenston, the
Old Town and Glendale. “Each
stakeholder has a role to play,
and this includes infrastructures,
transportation, destination man-
agement and marketing, services,
etc. The strategy must create so-
cio-cultural value for the com-
munity and visitors, economic
value for business and investors,
and environmental value. Parks
Canada plays a key role in our
attractiveness,” he said.

“I welcome the idea, and I'm
excited to see it happen, but all of
Niagara-on-the-Lake has to be
represented,” said Lafforgue.

“To achieve this balance we
need to work together. I hope
that a third party mediator and
a competent team of consultants
will deliver the strategy that all
NOTL deserves.

Baldinelli not invited to attend
$900,000 grant announcement

Penny Coles
The Local

Conservative MP Tony Bald-
inelli was glad to see federal tax
dollars directed toward helping
tourism-related businesses in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake, and the Shaw
Festival, but annoyed he wasn't
included in the announcement.

As the elected representative
for the Niagara Falls riding, Bald-
inelli said he would have liked
to take part in the discussion of
$900,000 worth of grants coming
this way, and to be invited to par-
ticipate in the announcement.

“I would have expected to be
invited to take part in something
like that in my riding;” he said.

He’s been advocating for as-
sistance for the tourism indus-
try, for the agricultural industry,
for offshore farm workers and
seasonal workers in the tourism
industry, and in the early days of
the pandemic, worked to help
local citizens, stranded overseas,
get home, he says.

He would like to have had
the opportunity to ask about the
details of the grant for NOTL
businesses, and to be part of the
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recovery plan, he says.

Instead, he learned about
the grants for NOTL businesses
when constituents emailed or
called him to ask why Niagara
Centre MP Vance Badawey and
St. Catharines Chris Bittle, both
Liberals, were invited to speak
about the importance of tourism
in NOTL and the grant to help
support its recovery.

“T've had lots of constituents
asking me, ‘why werent you
there! T could have been there. I
would have loved to be there”

He's been working out of his
Niagara Falls office daily since
March 13, and been to Ottawa
only briefly — there is no reason
for him to be there with Parlia-
ment shut down from mid-Au-
gust to Sept. 23. But he has con-
tinued to work daily on behalf of
his riding remotely; he says.

Last weeKs announcement
was made by Melanie Joly, min-
ister of economic development.
The grant came from the FedDev
Ontario program, for which Joly
is responsible.

When Joly came to Niagara
Falls in May to announce a grant
for that city’s tourism industry,

Baldinelli says he heard she was
coming and called to ask if he
could participate, to welcome her
to his riding.

“T was told I wasn't needed,’
he says.

There has been lots of talk
about non-partisanship during the
pandemic and recovery period,
about “Team Canada; and every-
body working together, he adds.

“This isn't team work, he
says.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero says
all invitations were sent out by
FedDev Ontario. She was asked
about including council members
and town staff, but that was all.

She says she had no idea
Baldinelli wasnt invited, and
when she spoke to him after the
announcement, she thanked him
for his ongoing support. “We in-
vited no one, it wasn't our round
table. I was given a number to call
in on and that was it}” says Disero.

Going forward, she says,
when her office is asked, she will
tell whomever is issuing invita-
tions to such events not to forget
the regional chair, regional coun-
cillor, MPP and MP, “no matter
who is putting it on”
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Committed to keeping you safe
ABOUT US room at 580 Read Rd. to see repairing older hard- manufactured in our ¢ Wecanalsomanufacture ¢ Free in-home esti-
We are a family owned our large selection of qual- wood floors. Wheth- shop to your specifica- custom mouldings and mates, absolutely no
and operated business es- ity brand name Premium er you need the old tions, size and colour. trim to match any décor. obligation.

tablished in 1994. Unlike
the big box stores, we of-
fer personalized service
in all of our sales and in-
stallations, with our own
dedicated installation crew
providing you with guaran-
teed quality workmanship.
The owner of the company,
Jurgen Heinrichs, is direct-
ly involved in all aspects of
the day-to-day operations,
personally overseeing all
installations and ensuring
total customer satisfaction.

COVID SAFE PRACTICES:

We are committed to
keeping you safe during
these unprecedented
times. Our installers are
not sub-contractors, they
are our own dedicated em-
ployees who share our same
concern for the health and
safety of our customers. Our
employees are screened each
day and our small fami-
ly-run business means min-
imal risk to your family.

WE ARE YOUR HARDWOOD
AND LAMINATE SPECIALISTS

Come into our show-

Hardwoods and Laminates.

We are authorized hard-
wood dealers for: Lauzon
Hardwood Flooring, Su-
perior Flooring, and Lau-
rentian, just to name a few.
From the traditional Oaks
to the contemporary co-
lours of Maple or Birch, we
have something to suit ev-
ery style and budget.

LUXURY VINYL TILE

The newest trend is
Luxury Vinyl Tile (LVT).
This product is completely
waterproof and is ideal for
all areas of your home. From
the mudroom, to front en-
tryway to kitchen or living
room, LVT is so versatile.
LVT comes in wood looks as
well as tile patterns.

HEAVY OR LARGE
FURNITURE?

No worries! We will move
them out of the way and
put them back when we are
done. Free of charge!

OTHER SERVICES
WE OFFER:

o Refinishing  and/or

Sales e Installations

fashioned style 3/8” x
11/2” or 1 3/4”, in oak
or maple, or the more
traditional 3/4” thick x
3" 4” or 5” wide boards,
we can help you with
your renovation needs.
Most sizes are available
in both unfinished and
prefinished boards.
On-site finishing of
your new hardwood
floors. Sometimes
its best to install the
floor unfinished and
then sand and varnish
it once its been laid.
Some of the advan-
tages to this option is
to have a floor with
a completely smooth
finish, without the
bevels found on the
prefinished styles; and
some of the wider
plank-look floors (5-7”
wide) are not available
prefinished.

Replacing your worn-
out stair treads. Our
trained staff can make
your stairs look brand
new again. All of our
stair treads are custom

Add value to your home and ease to your lifestyle.

980IRead]RAMStACathali

1€S;

or call SJIEF 93 E@ﬂ' today!

Imperial Hardwood Flooring
Need New Floors?

Let us help you brighten up your home this year!

From hardwood, laminate or Luxury Vinyl Tile, you’ll be sure to find something
to suit your style and budget. We will provide you with the best quality

What about those large and heavy pieces of furniture? No worries!
We will move them out of the way and put them back when we are done... FREE of charge!

customer service from start to finish.

email: 11 /@VETE1

1€:COm

AQUAFLOOR
VINYL
starting @

52.99/sq.1t

CANADIAN
HARDWOOD

from

4,99/sq.1t
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We have power to help de-escalate division in town

This small community we
love, the town that has been
named the prettiest, the friend-
liest, the town with the beau-
tiful heritage district, the most
historic firsts, the Shaw Festi-
val and all the great wineries,
restaurants, and everything else
that makes us so proud, has
been dealing with some weighty
issues recently.

Were not alone in having
to face up to the very serious
problem of systemic racism, or
learning how to live through a
pandemic. We share those with
the rest of the world and can
only do what we can do in our
little corner of the world.

In our little corner of the
world, however, we also have our
own problems. We've been mak-
ing the nightly news for hooting
and hollering (or not), and more
recently, for the ongoing battle
between the protesters, who don't
like lovely and beloved horses
pulling carriages, and the locals
who dont like the protesters.

Because, lets be honest, if it
were just protesters, it wouldnt
make the news. It takes two

sides to fight. One side walks
away, as we teach our kids to,
and there is no fight. The pro-
testers aren't going anywhere.

Its a fight that can't be won.
It will drive visitors away, from
town, from the horse-drawn
carriage rides, and from the oth-
er downtown businesses who
are already suffering more than
enough. The loss will be ours.

And just when you might
think the Town has made a de-
cision that could actually work,
that might take the fight down
a few notches and away from
the main intersection in town,
you see the battle escalating on
social media. Everyone has an
opinion about what should or
shouldn't happen.

The topic in town this week
seems to be not so much what
is happening to the carriages,
but what is happening on social
media as a result of what is hap-
pening to the carriages.

The fight there has ratcheted
up a few notches. Each com-
ment adds extra anger, more ug-
liness. And it's pervasive. Those
who refuse to become part of it

are nevertheless affected by it.

One person said to me this
week, “social media is destroy-
ing this town.”

Hes right, I thought. And
then I repeated it to my col-
league, Karen Skeoch. Its not
social media, she said. We talk
about social media as if its an-
other Hal (remember Hal, from
2001: A Space Odyssey? Hal was
a computer with artificial intel-
ligence, before that was a thing,
It was 1968, and Hal had control
over his humans. The difference
is he was trying to save them.)

Social media isn't Hal. It isn't
something that controls us, and
it sure isn't saving us. It's us. We
use it to vent our ever-escalat-
ing anger. Those who saw Fred
Sentineal in the video that has
been going around, screaming
at the protesters to go home,
can understand what happened.
He was angry, frustrated, and
caught up in the moment. Who
among us wouldn't be? He was
there, so he fought back.

People who comment on so-
cial media are getting caught up
in the same way. Its not healthy

— LFTTERS

Best sports park

I agree we have the best sports
park for the size of our community.

It is used for hockey; lacrosse,
baseball, soccer, pickleball, splash
pad, playground equipment, facil-
ities for events and tournaments,
pavilion for shelter, walking paths
for all ages, and soon, skateboard-
ing. Also a place to come with
friends (under some trees) keep-
ing your distance. Certainly a

multi-use park.

The new skateboard facility is
awelcome addition. It will give the
younger people a place to burn off
energy. It is being located close to
the centre of the park, making this
location the best option.

The Virgil Business Associ-
ation helped to make most of the
facilities possible, but only because
of all the volunteers helping each

year at the Virgil Stampede.

It is great to see people using
the facilities having fun and get-
ting excited, with sounds of joy
above 55 decibels.

Let's keep the park active by
supplying facilities that are want-
ed, and maintaining them, as is
being done by the town.

Wally Bogusat, NOTL

Letters!
We want letters!

If you have a letter to the editor youd like to see
published, please send it to penny@notllocal.
com. Please try to keep it to about 350 words.
Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous letters.
And please stick to the issue at hand, rather
than attacking those involved. The deadline is

Monday at noon.

Editor:

Penny Coles
penny@notllocal.com
905-246-5878
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Graphic Designer:
Rosie Gowsell
composing@notllocal.com
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for them, and its embarrassing
and really, really disturbing to
see our own locals, good people
by and large, dividing our com-
munity, flinging insults at their
friends and neighbours, bullying,
showing hate for those who have
a different opinion. The destruc-
tion is not from social media, it’s
from inside this community. It's
not just the protesters, its every
issue, every decision of council. A
great project like the skate park is
a good example. That was a small
problem with what turned out
to be an easy solution, but youd
never know it from the hateful
online comments.

And those who are trying
to be part of the solutions, those
who have to make sometimes
difficult decisions which they
know are not going to please ev-
eryone, are on the receiving end
of the worst of it.

An interesting conversation
with two different people asso-
ciated with the police provided
a different way to look at their
role in the protest. The police are
constantly called out, with total
disrespect, for not doing more.

But if they did, what would
happen? They stress their job
is to keep the peace, not to take
sides. If they charge people, they
would have to charge people on
both sides of this protest. And if
they push back on the street, if
they become more aggressive,
more heavy-handed, as some
would like them to be, where
will it end? In riots? In people
being hurt? And then we will
blame the police for that.

We only have to look
around, to watch the news on
TV, to realize what is happen-
ing here is nothing compared to
what is happening in other cor-
ners of the world, and to what
could happen here. If we want to
keep it that way, we have to re-
spect the police for keeping the
peace, which thankfully, they
have managed to do so far.

This is a community of
people who can show so much
good, so much love and kind-
ness and generosity. Look
around and you will see the
great stories of people trying to
help each other. We hear them
and share them and rejoice

in the good. When times are
tough, we support each other
— look at the Shaw Guild and
their members, out on the street
welcoming tourists with a smile,
making a project out of buying
from local retailers, doing what
they can now until they can get
back to helping the Shaw.

What is dividing our town is
us, but we can put an end to a
large part of what is driving the
division. We can allow people to
share their views, we can be po-
lite in response, or here’s a novel
idea, don't respond. We can sur-
vive without the instant grati-
fication our angry comments
afford us. Or if we have to wade
in, we can try for civil discourse,
polite debate. We can listen to
others and maybe even show a
little more tolerance.

After all, we share one com-
mon and very important trait.

We love this community.
We want it to be the best it can
be. And we have the ability to
make it so.

Penny Coles
The Local

Auchterlonie on Astrology

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

The full week Sept. 3 to 9 of
Auchterlonie on Astrology can
be found on the Facebook page
for The NOTL Local, and on
the website https://www.auch-
terlonieonastrology.ca/.

Thursday, Sept 3: Recov-
ering from the full Moon is
easier, thanks to positive con-

nections between the Moon
and Pluto, and between Mer-
cury and Saturn during the
midnight hours. But an idea
connected to this full Moon
demands resolution today.
It was on Sept. 3, 1752, that
Britain and the British Em-
pire, including Canada and
America, adopted the Grego-
rian Calendar, losing 11 days
in the switch. Riots ensued

as people believed the gov-
ernments had stolen 11 days
from their lives.

Wednesday, Sept. 9: Today
Mars turns retrograde and
stays retrograde until Nov. 15.
It’s a period of a little over two
months, where everything
seems upside down. Hopeful-
ly some good will come from
it. And today British Actor
Hugh Grant turns 60.

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

In Legally Blonde, Elle,
president of her sorority and
naturally blonde, Miss June in
her campus calendar, dates the
cutest boy on campus. When

Harvard-bound boyfriend
dumps her, Elle rallies and gets
into Harvard Law School too,
determined to win the boy
back and onward and upward
from there. Supremely silly, it
is nonetheless engaging and
comforting.

Donald  Combe is a
retired English teacher who loves
to go to movies. His Facebook re-
views have become popular with
his friends and followers, and he
has graciously agreed to share
his opinions through ‘short and
sweet” exclusives for The Local.

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE KIDS HELP PHONE

For depression,

distress and crisis.

24 hour help line:
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS

ACCESS
(Toll Free)

1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER'S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

Service for youth
416-586-5437
1-800-668-6868

(Crisis Line)
kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to ? p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St., NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:

#SAFE (#7233)

1-866-863-0511
(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS

1-800-222-8477
(TIPS)
niagaratips.com
Text 274637 (CRIMES),
keyword: Niagara,
then your tip




notllocal.com

THE NOTL LOCAL

M September3,2020 7

New boardwalk to make shoreline more accessible

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

For the past year, Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake  residents
and visitors alike have been
enjoying a beautiful new
shoreline walk along Lake
Ontario, just north of the
NOTL Golf Club links.

This summer the serenity
of the path has been disrupt-
ed somewhat with the pres-
ence of construction crews
working on the final phase of
the Parks Canada project.

Crews from Cameron
Building Group out of St.
Catharines are busy install-
ing a new boardwalk along
the northwest side of Fort
Mississauga. The boardwalk
will soon link the new water-
front walkway with the path
through the golf club to the
fort.

When completed this
fall, locals and tourists will
be able to stroll safely from
town, through the golf
course pathway, around Fort
Mississauga, then along the
shoreline of Lake Ontario.
They will emerge just behind
the fourth green of the golf
course, near the cairn mon-
ument to the Battle of Fort
George, where Queen Street
winds its way around an
S-curve onto Niagara Bou-
levard.

A representative from
project management compa-
ny Canada Building Group
of Mississauga says the raised
walkway alongside the fort
was necessary to ensure the

pathway will be fully accessi-
ble to all.

Parks Canada’s main ob-
jective is to focus on the de-
clining condition of cultural
resources of national signifi-
cance at Fort Mississauga, in-
cluding the historic grounds
which are now home to the
NOTL Golf Club, while also
providing a safe and enjoy-
able experience for visitors
who want to access the fort
and its viewing platform.

The extension of the trail
should result in an increased
number of visitors to the fort,
meaning more people will be
walking the golf course path,
which currently requires
them to cross in front of the
second tee.

Golf club owner and
operator John Wiens says
he has been kept informed
and been part of the deci-
sion-making throughout the
entire process.

“We work well together,
confirms Wiens. “We had a
lot of communication, espe-
cially in the timing. We had
to close the back tee on #8 a
couple of times. There was
some noise and dust last year
during the walkway con-
struction, but our members
were great, and it wasn't a big
deal”

The latest work is part of
the final phase of construc-
tion designed to protect
Fort Mississauga National
Historic Site. The shoreline
walkway itself, with 600 me-
tres of breakwall, is part of
that protection, as it has been

installed to combat erosion
and to stabilize the shore.

On Monday, trees and
brush along the earth-
works to the fort were being
cleared. Still to come as part
of the project is the planting
of more than 400 Carolin-
ian trees and shrubs along
the trail. The design for this
re-vegetation plan was pre-
pared in consultation with
Wiens and the NOTL Golf
Club, who leases its land
from Parks Canada.

According to a Parks
Canada press release, the
earthworks and breakwall
surrounding the fort itself
are overgrown with mostly
non-native and invasive tree
and shrub species. These
can damage the breakwall
and earthworks archeolo-
gy with their root systems.
Parks Canada will remove
about 100 trees and shrubs,
and replace them with lo-
cally sourced, native Ontar-
io grasses, selected for their
minimal maintenance and
water requirements. They
have assured that no species
at risk trees will be removed,
and tree removal will contin-
ue in September, well outside
of the active bird nesting sea-
son.

The project has at its roots
a 2012 strategic assessment
of Parks Canada’s asset port-
folio. Sarah Simpson, pub-
lic relations officer for the
Southwestern Ontario field
unit, says that assessment
considered visitor safety, en-
suring high-quality visitor

Back to School

Eva Miele, 5, is looking forward to re-
turning to Senior Kindergarten at St.
Michael. Her mother Joy says sending
her to school was not a difficult deci-
sion at all, that she feels the COVID
numbers are low in Niagara and don’t
present much of a risk. She is more
concerned about Eva falling behind
if she doesn’'t go to school. “| have a
positive optimism” about the safety of
schools, and if there is an outbreak, or
if numbers in the region rise, “I'll cross
that bridge when | come to it. | assume
everything will be copacetic, and will
re-evaluate if necessary.” Eva is excit-
ed about returning to school to take on
her role of helping Junior Kindergar-
ten students, says Joy, as Eva enjoys
some play time at the Virgil Sports
Park playground. (Penny Coles)
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experiences, preserving the
ecological integrity of parks
and marine conservation
areas, and maintenance and
conservation of historic sites.

Wiens says the walkway
and the clear view of the lake
now enhance the walkabout
experience for golfers. He

doesn't anticipate needing to
make changes to the #2 tee,
despite the prospect of in-
creased visitors. “We might
have to put up a low chain
to stop people from wander-
ing off the path, and maybe
a couple more stop signs, if
anything. But I think it’s re-

ally going to be a beautiful
thing for the community and
our citizens.”

The total budget for the
project, including the 2019
repairs and restoration to
the fort building itself, is $4.9
million, through federal in-
frastructure funding.

A boardwalk along the northwest side of Fort Mississauga will link the new waterfront walkway
with the path through the golf club to the fort. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 9059341040

Feature your business in our

NOTL Businesses contact

Karen at 905¢6415335
at karen@notllocal.com

at julia@notllocal.com
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Sentineals have issues
with Byron St. location

Continued from page 1

quired to do so for the new
weekend location. Licences
to operate their businesses
are granted by the Region
of Niagara, not the Town.

“All of my colleagues at
the Region are getting let-
ters from different people,
to pull the licence,” says the
lord mayor. “T just wanted
to get the whole thing out
of the limelight”

Horses-and-carriages
owned by the Sentineal
family have been a main-
stay on the corner of King
and Queen Streets for
more than 30 years. Fred
says their presence has al-
ways been welcomed by
the Prince of Wales Hotel,
dating back to when cur-
rent town councillor John
Wiens was the owner.

Councillors Gary Bur-
roughs and Wendy Chero-
pita dropped by to provide
their moral support, while
Coun. Erwin Wiens and
his wife Dorothy actually
booked a carriage ride for
the afternoon.

The uncertainty of how
the move will affect busi-
ness, though, is causing
Sentineal much anxiety.

“The corner (near the
Prince of Wales) gives us
visibility;” he stresses. “Put-
ting us on a side street takes
away from that. I dont
know what that will bring,

but in the winter months
there will be no business
here to be had, if it becomes
a permanent thing. I guess
that’s what we're afraid of”

To Sentineal, it feels
like the protesters, At War
for Animals Niagara (AW-
FAN) have scored a victory.
“There’s no doubt they've
made gains,” he says, “es-
pecially in the media. Last
weekend was really the first
time there was a counter
protest in three years. I was
down there, I'm personal-
ly not proud of yelling and
stuff, and I plan never to do
that again.

“But the next morning,
I woke up with a sense of
relief of the frustration over
the things they’ve done to
us over the past three years.
And here we are, still being
villainized for trying to ex-
ercise the same rights that
these guys have taken ad-
vantage of.

Sentineal says he will
look into working with the
Prince of Wales and the
Town to place signs at his
usual location to direct peo-
ple over to Byron Street on
weekends. Disero confirms
that there is nothing stop-
ping the carriage companies
from doing that. She also
points out that the new Shaw
Guild ambassadors, who be-
gan walking the streets Sat-
urday to welcome tourists,
will be able to direct people
to the new carriage stands.

A small group of about 10
AWTAN protesters were back
in town Sunday, and easily
found the horses at their new
location. It was a much quiet-
er affair than the one a week
earlier, and out of sight from
the bulk of the tourists roam-
ing Queen Street.

The carriages were back
in their more visible loca-
tion Monday, but the week-
end relocation continues to
leave Sentineal frustrated
with both the Town and the
Niagara Regional Police.

“We were down about
40 per cent in sales, and
people couldn’t find us)
says Laura Sentineal Mon-
day, evaluating the week-
end. “It caused a lot of
problems with our reserva-
tions, and once the sun set,
our staff did not want to be
down there. Its very dark,
very secluded, theres very
little foot traffic, and noth-
ing around. I think I under-
stand the ‘why; but I'm just
sort of waiting to see how it
all comes around.”

“It's unfortunate that the
protesters can set up a situ-
ation and extort the Town
to meet their demands,
and that’s what’s happened
here” Fred laments. “Ni-
agara Regional Police have
set a stage that you can
come protest in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake  whenev-
er you want, and you will
not be charged. And that’s
where we are today.”

Restaurant development
needs trees, green space

Penny Coles
The Local

As the proposal for a
Swiss Chalet and Harvey’s
restaurant in Virgil moves
through the site plan pro-
cess, councillors are wres-
tling with how best to make
development on Niagara
Stone Road look more like a
village than a series of strip
malls.

One of the answers in-
volves trees and greenspace.

A lengthy discussion at
Tuesday’s continuation of
last week’s council meeting
focused on a 2015 report
that provided guidelines
for Virgil development —
guidelines Lord Mayor Bet-
ty Disero wants enforced for
the restaurants, which are
proposed on the property by
the Grape Escape wine tour
company.

Councillors agreed, and
spoke about the best way to
make that happen.

Disero mentioned sev-
eral retailers along Niagara
Stone Road who have used
trees and greenspace to

soften their look, but also
expressed some disappoint-
ment of others that did not.

The development on the
property of the former Walls
furniture store, she said, was
originally intended to have
a boulevard with trees and
greenspace, but they were
tied to a site plan that in-
cluded a second-storey res-
idential component. When
the plan to include apart-
ments was dropped, so was
the requirement for trees
and landscaping.

She said she was upset
the developers didn't follow
through on the landscaping,
notwithstanding they didn’t
need to.

“Were trying so hard
to make Virgil more walk-
able and more pedestri-
an-friendly;” she said.

“I'm just very frustrated
were trying so hard, and
some property owners just
don't care”

“Everything the lord
mayor said and then some;’
added Coun. Norm Arse-
nault. “This is the first thing
people see when they come

into Niagara-on-the-Lake”

Coun. Wendy Chero-
pita suggested “harsher
language” should call for a
required landscape design
plan, including boulevards
and mature trees, and that it
be approved by council.

Coun. Clare Cameron,
a member of the Town’s ur-
ban design committee, told
councillors she supports
the idea of greenspace and
trees, and reminded them
the proponents of the de-
velopment have been very
cooperative thus far. There
has already been “open and
positive dialogue” with the
urban design committee,
including regarding land-
scaping, she said, and she
wouldn't want to risk that
relationship by the Town
being heavy-handed.

Cameron suggested
waiting to see what the
“next version” of the pro-
posal might involve, and it
was agreed to allow Dise-
ro's motion regarding land-
scaping for the project be
referred to the urban design
committee.
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Skate park almost ready to be kid- tested

Penny Coles
The Local

Construction of the Vir-
gil skate park continues, with
some residents’ concerns to be
addressed after completion, if
necessary.

A motion from Coun.
Clare Cameron was discussed
at last Tuesday’s continuation
of the August council meeting
that residents would be con-
sulted following competition,
and if necessary, additional
landscaping and buffering
could be added.

Cameron said she felt she
had “dropped the ball” and
missed some critical pieces of
information about the facility,
such as how much it would
cost and where it would be lo-
cated. Part of her motion was
to include more information in
the process of council making
decisions about capital invest-
ments.

Kevin Turcotte, acting di-
rector of operations, told coun-
cillors there is a “small budget”
for landscaping when the build
is completed, and if more buff-
ering is required, it could be in-
cluded in the 2021 budget.

Cameron’s motion regard-
ing the process of decision-mak-
ing became a discussion of
councils role of governance
versus managing decisions that
should be left to staff.

Coun. Erwin Wiens re-
minded councillors that the
Town has built arenas, the
community centre and other
facilities with a formal process
for community input. “Kevin
Turcotte is a rock star” for or-
ganizing recreational projects,
and finding the funds for get-
ting them done, he said, sug-
gesting changing the process
would mean “getting away
from governance and getting
into running the town”

Council agreed with com-
municating with residents once
the project is finished, adding
landscaping and buffering
features if needed, to the skate
park if needed, and having staff
bring more location details to
council on future projects.

Richard Wall, president of
the Virgil Business Association,
says hes been watching the
construction of the skate park,
and says “it's more impressive
than I thought it would be”

The VBA contributed

$150,000 to the
project.

He says he was recent-
ly watching live video of kids
skateboarding in new Welland
skate park, and was interested
to see all age groups using it,
including younger kids with
scooters.

$450,000

He liked the idea of cam-
eras on the facility, he says, for
safety and security reasons, al-
though cameras are not part of
the Virgil project.

“I was encouraged to see
kids of all ages using it, and I
Iook forward to seeing the Vir-
gil project finished and kids us-

ing it. We're all looking forward
to the official opening”

The skate park is about two
weeks away from being ready
for use, with the landscaping
still to be completed and a seal-
er to be applied to the finished
concrete pad for protection.
There is no date set for the

opening.

Wall says the VBA is still
expecting a pump track, which
provides rollers and banked
turns for bikes, as a second
phase of the facility.

Turcotte agreed it is still be-
ing considered, “but will be a
few years in the future”

Hans Pauls, of the town’s parks and recreation department, stops by to check on the work of the skate park. The cement sidewalk
was being installed Monday, grass needs to be laid around the sides of the structure, and a sealant added before it’s ready for local
kids. It might be a couple of weeks to completion, he says. (Penny Coles)
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$1,439,000

MLS 30788700  Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

Nicole Vanderperk*
Viviane Elltoft*
Thomas Elltoft*

Cheryl Carmichael” ....

Sarah Gleddie*
Christine Bruce*
Linda Williams*

| UXURYREALESTATE.COM

—— WHO'’S WHO IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE

790 CHARLOTTE STREET

$1,395,000

MLS 40012266 » Thomas Elltoft and Viviane Elltoft

14 LUCIA COURT

$944,000

MLS 30814496 © Victoria Bolduc and Sarah Gleddie

165 PRIDEAUX STREET

$2,995,000

MLS 30815004 e Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

....905-941-4585
..905-468-2142
....905-380-8012
....905-941-0276
..905-685-2458
..905-328-9703
...905-401-4240

5 HAMPTON COURT

$1,695,000

MLS 30819667 © Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

Caroline Polgrabia*..
Patricia Atherton™

***Broker of Record ** Broker *Sales Representative

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205 ¢ St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

10 LUTHER AVENUE
$1,049,000

MLS 30816417 e Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

114 TANBARK ROAD
$499,000

MLS 30788317 e Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

905-933-4983
905-933-4983
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Community donations are funding trail rehabilitation

Penny Coles
The Local

The rehabilitation of the Up-
per Canada Heritage Trail is set
to continue, aided by a donation
from the Palatine Hills Estate
Winery.

The funding is in place to
continue, and the work is ready
to proceed, as soon as town staff
has time.

Part of the first phase, be-
tween John and Charlotte
Streets, is done, with residents
making the most of it. The proj-
ect is being funded completely
through donations collected by

a Town committee formed to
see the trail preserved and re-
habilitated from John Street to
York Road, following the histor-
ic Erie and Ontario Railroad.

The rehabilitated portion of
the trail has been widened to the
Towns three-metre standard, al-
lowing for vehicle access for main-
tenance, says Tony Chisholm.
That has been necessary once al-
ready, when a large tree fell across
it. The widening will continue,
with a fine crushed stone surface
to make it more accessible.

The work on the trail is a
legacy project going back to
local 150th celebrations, and

since then, Chisholm has heard
a few complaints about the lack
of nature trails remaining in
town, some concern that the
new surface may attract more
traffic from visitors, and that the
recently-completed work makes
it look like “a highway””

However, he says he has
heard from many more resi-
dents who are grateful for its
increased accessibility.

One of those is Coun. Al-
lan Bisback, who walks the trail
from John to Paffard several
times a week, and also cycles
it regularly to East and West
Line, where he says it becomes

John Neufeld Sr., and Charles Neufeld hand a cheque to trail committee chair Rick Meloen, com-
mittee member Cheryl Morris and vice-chair Tony Chisholm. (Penny Coles)
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“unusable and rough for leisure
biking”

Bisback lives on Park Court
near the start of the trail at John
Street, and volunteered to be
part of the Heritage Trail Com-
mittee when he became a coun-
cillor, wanting to contribute to
its rehabilitation.

Before the rehabilitation be-
gan, “it was difficult to bike on
this section, let alone walk on it
without being careful of the un-
even surface. After a rain it was
unusable and muddy. The Town
has cleaned up the dead trees,
and installed a great all-pur-
pose surface. The area has lots
of birds, deer, the odd coyote,
and many skunks, and natural
growth is returning”

Viewing the trail from his
back deck, the councillor es-
timates about a 40 per cent
increase in use in the past few
months, mostly people walking
and biking are enjoying the new
surface, but also because “folks
want to exercise outside during
the current environment;” he
suggests.

“And to think all this work
was completed through volun-
teers on a committee, and gen-
erous donations. I donated to
this phase myself, will do so for
future phases, and encourage
residents to do the same”

He’s looking forward to the
rehabilitation of the other sec-
tions that are in poor condition,
he adds.

He’s not alone in his praise.
Jane Catcher, also a regular user
of the trail, says she used to cycle
it occasionally before the recent
work was completed, but enjoys
the new and improved version
more. “T love the trail and find
it very comfortable to ride;” she
says. The foundation is nice and
firm and makes for a good ride
without even needing to change
gears, Catcher adds. “On my
weekly ride to the Brock Monu-

ment, I love to come into NOTL
and take the Heritage Trail as
my reward after a long ride. I
feel like I am taking in some his-
tory, while enjoying a pleasant
ride underneath the canopy of
the trees and enjoying the vari-
ous backyard gardens I can see
from the trail — my little bit of
heaven,” says Catcher. “From
time to time, I meet other peo-
ple, both cyclers and walkers,
and feel the upgraded size and
width is perfect, because I never
feel crowded as I pass by, saying
good morning as I go. I look for-
ward to the continuation of the
renovations and will continue
to be a trail-blazer who uses this
little piece of heaven right in our
own backyard, reminding us of
the history that once was such
an important part of the town”

Resident David Bell is one
who enjoys the trail as a pedes-
trian, experiencing it with his
granddaughter and walking the
family dog, picking raspberries
in the summer and taking long
fall walks with the family. “It is
a wonderful trail, and the im-
provements between Paffard
and John are very welcome. I
look forward to a better path to
East-West in the near future, and
ultimately to York Road,” he says.

Ron and Jan Ashenhurst
also live on Park Court, backing
onto the trail, so “have front-
row seats to observe the traffic
on the trail since it has been up-
graded”

They say the use of the trail
has probably doubled, with
“loads of pedestrians, dog-walk-
ers and cyclists. We have seen
someone using a walker, and
someone in a wheelchair, which
would have been inaccessible
previously. We also see people
on horseback, a couple of ATVs
(not good), and even some
deer using the trail. It is a huge
improvement over the rutted,
weed-infested trail that was

there before”

The Ashenhursts say they
look forward to what lies ahead,
and would like to see tree-plant-
ing, ornamental shrubs, and
even some wild flowers.

There will be plantings add-
ed to the otherwise-finished
portion, says Chisholm.

Charles Neufeld and Pala-
tine teamed up months ago with
the heritage trail committee on
a fundraiser that dedicated 25
per cent of all wine purchased
for trail rehabilitation. Despite
lower sales during the pandem-
ic, Palatine is donating $550 to
the project, says Neufeld, who
likes to bike and walk the trail
himself.

“I love the trail, and Id love
for the rest of it to be fixed up;
he says.

One of Palatines philoso-
phies is “take it outside;” says
Neufeld, explaining that wine
can be enjoyed in the backyard,
or on a picnic — it doesn't have
to be limited to accompanying
dinner around the dining room
table.

“That makes this project a
good fit for us, where outdoor
activity is encouraged”

The work that has been
completed so far has cost about
$38,000, and with $120,000
collected in donations, there is
enough to finish the first of four
phases, but the committee will
be looking for donations to fin-
ish the trail to York Road.

Donations can be sent to
The Heritage Trail Commit-
tee, c/o of the Town of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, PO Box 100,
Virgil, ON, LOS 1T0.

Donations of $25 and
more will receive a charitable
tax receipt.

For more information visit
heritagetrail.ca. For informa-
tion about Palatine Hill Estate
Winery, visit palatinehillsestate
winery.com.

40th anniversary
Terry Fox run

Joan King will be selling Terry Fox
T-shirts at Phil's valu-mart on Fri-
day, Sept. 4 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
and Saturday, Sept. 5 from 9 a.m.
to 12 p.m. This will be the 40th
annual Terry Fox run, and it will
be a virtual event. One Day, Your
Way will be held on Sunday, Sept.
20. Participants can walk, run, bike
from a place of their choice. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to post a
picture of their running shoes at a
NOTL landmark with the hashtag
#FoxFootsteps #TerryFox #40years
of hope #TFRNOTL #ontario #cana-
da. King, organizer of the Terry Fox
run for more than a decade, has tak-
en a photo of her shoes at the NOTL
Clock Tower. “Terry’s shoes symbol-
ize his determination and courage.
Together we can honour Terry’s spir-
it from coast to coast,” says King.
Register for this year’s run at http://
www.terryfox.ca/terryfoxrun/NOTL
to start fundraising. You can spon-
sor yourself, another team or collect
pledges. In NOTL, we have raised
$937,436 since 1991, and we're
hoping to reach the $1,000,000 goal
this year, says King.
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Memory of Tucker will live on, as a hero

Continued from page 1

rebuilding the house, and
when it was done, moved
back into a beautiful new
home, and continued to
live there with their fam-
ily. But Rachel says she
was never comfortable
there, and was eventually
diagnosed with post trau-
matic stress syndrome, for
which she has been receiv-
ing counselling.

She and Chafe sepa-
rated, and her older boys,
Ayden, now 17, and Kalan,
14, have been fine, able to
put the loss of all their ma-
terial possessions behind
them, concentrate on fam-
ily and move forward with
their lives. Little Keegan is
also okay, but she has been
ridden with anxiety, never
feeling settled.

“From the time we
moved back in, it never
seemed like my house,
she says, and Tucker, had
been the same, follow-
ing her around, worrying
about her and seeming to
feel the same anxiety. “It
seemed like he fed off it”

Until the day about
three weeks ago when she,
the three boys and Tucker
moved out of that house
and back to the fami-

ly farm, into the house
that had been her grand-
parents, having sold the
Annmarie Drive house.

Rachel grew up right
across the street from the
farm, and spent a good
bit of her childhood there
with her grandparents. Af-
ter moving back, she says
she immediately felt like a
different person.

“I feel like I've come
home”

And for the first time
since the fire, she says,
“Tucker was wagging his
tail. He was a different
dog. He was happy, and we
had a fabulous week. He
was flying around outside,
loving it.

And then, just 10 days
after moving in, when
they were doing some
work outside and Tucker
was with them, he seemed
a little slower than usual,
Rachel says, and went to
his bed to lie down. She
saw him there a while
later, sleeping peacefully
with his paws crossed and
looking so sweet, she went
to take a photo, and then
realized he was too still.

Although she’s
heart-broken hes gone,
she says, “he’s at peace in
heaven?”

She’s sure he felt he

had done his job, getting
the family away from the
house and to a safe place.
“He was telling us he knew
were okay. He knew we
were settled”

Tucker, a shep-
herd-rottweiler mix, was
six years old when he
woke Rachel up the night
of the fire with uncharac-
teristic barking and whin-
ing, pawing at her bed and
making her realize some-
thing was wrong.

He was just eight when
he died, and had shown
no signs of any problems
with his health, she says.

With the Annmarie
Drive house now a good
home for the next family
who lives there, and Rachel
feeling “amazing” now she’s
back on the farm, she says,
“I feel in some ways this
was meant to be. The fire
changed me, taught me les-
sons I'd never have learned.
This community picked
me up and carried me
through it. I'll never leave
Niagara-on-the-Lake. This
is my home”

The techniques she
has learned are helping
her deal with PTSD, but
being back on the farm is
also a tonic. “I feel like a
changed person. I haven't
felt this kind of peace in a

Lions burger night

continues to Thanksgiving
But with one less picnic table

Penny Coles
The Local

The St. Davids Lions
have found their August
burger nights successful
both for fundraising and
community engagement,
and will carry on with
them into October.

They will do so with one
less picnic table, however.
Lion Harold Thiessen says
the event has been a great
success, with people pick-
ing up dinner and staying
to enjoy it on the grounds,
and they have “cobbled to-
gether” enough picnic ta-
bles to accommodate those
who stay to eat. Last week,
volunteers  cleaned up
and stacked the tables as
usual, and discovered the
next day one was missing.
Thiessen has asked The
Local to pass the message
along for residents to see
if one has shown up some-
where unexpectedly.

Ed Pittman, the com-
mittee head for the Friday
Lions burger night, says
the response from the
community has been won-
derful.

“Every week has been

a great turnout, and the
funds being raised will
benefit the community.
We have done five bar-
becues so far and plan on
continuing until Thanks-
giving in October, provid-
ing the weather holds out
for us. That too has been
truly fantastic so far”

The burger night has re-
placed the Lions fish fries,
however they have also
always been a great event,
and Pittman says the Li-
ons are looking forward to
the day when they can put
those back on their agenda.

In the meantime, they
have had great volunteer
support, says Pittman, in-
cluding the Leos, and have
instituted as many safe

<«

protocols as possible. “It
appears to be working’
he says. “Anyone who has
stopped by to watch us
can see we are all wearing
masks, and the hand wash
station has helped to keep
us all safer”

The first burger night,
with long line-ups, was
“part of our learning
curve,” says Pittman, and
since then the waits have
been minimal.

About the missing pic-
nic table, he says, “I can
only hope that maybe that
person who took it will de-
velop a conscience and see
the good we have created
here, and perhaps return
what doesnt belong to
them”

ANDREWS LAW
PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081

info@rjwandrews.ca

REAL ESTATE WILLS BUSINESS

long time. I wasn’t myself
at the house.

Long before the fire
she taught her kids that
all that matters is family,
and that was a reinforce-
ment that “you don’t need
a lot in life” Things don’t
matter, memories do, and
those they have taken with
them, she says.

“You just have to live

every day your best life,
for the moment and with
gratitude”

And the memory of
Tucker will live on, as a
hero, recognized with in-
duction into the Purina
Animal Hall of Fame. An
American researcher into
pet behaviour, working
with Purina, said Tucker
did everything he could do

I September 3,2020 11

the night of the fire to use
his “great communication
skills” until he was success-
ful in alerting his family to
danger. “It shows the strong
bond to his family,” she
said, adding that dogs such
as Tucker “put the lives of
their families before their
own self-preservation, out
of loyalty and love for their
family members”

Tucker loved life on the farm, but didn’t have a lot of time to enjoy it. (Rachel Spiewak)

Linda Attoe, RP

Counselling - Psychotherapy - Psychoanalysis

By Phone or Videoconference

www.lindaattoe.com | 905-468-0046
Serving the Niagara Region since 2005

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009
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The Materlal and Mystical to appear at Pumphouse

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

Artist Marilyn Cochrane
has been moving in the
realm of The Material and
the Mystical as she prepares
for her solo gallery showing
at the Niagara Pumphouse
Arts Centre.

“It is almost a two-year
process for me to complete
my complex artwork for a
solo exhibition, and this will
mark the second solo show
that I have had at the Pum-
phouse since moving to
NOTL five years ago from
Toronto”

The opening reception
for her exhibit will begin at
1 pm. on Saturday, Sept.
5. There will be a naming
presentation for The Joyner
Gallery at 1:45 p.m., with
Lorraine and Geoff Joyner
present and recognized for
their $25,000 contribution
to the Pumphouse. The new-
ly renovated gallery space,
which features monthly exhi-
bitions, is being named after
the couple for their steadfast
support of arts, history and
culture in the community.
A plaque in their honour is
now on display at the Pum-
phouse.

That will be followed by
a short presentation by Co-
chrane at 2 p.m. and again
at 3 p.m. In an effort to ad-
here to physical distancing
restrictions and public gath-
ering guidelines, the Pum-
phouse will also have a sec-
ond reception on Sunday,
Sept. 6 that will follow the
same schedule as Saturday,
to ensure visitors can attend
without overcrowding.

‘I am excited to pres-
ent my new paintings and
sculptures in my solo art
show at the Pumphouse
Arts Centre opening this
weekend,” says Cochrane.

“T will be there to greet ev-
eryone from 1 to 4 p.m. on
both Saturday and Sunday,
to answer any questions
about the artwork, and to
invite everyone to enjoy a
glass of wine!”

Educated at the Ontario
College of Art in Toronto,
McGill University in Mon-
treal and the American
College of Fine Art in Paris,
France, Cochrane has had
an extensive career as an art-
ist that has included many
solo and group exhibitions,
mainly in and around To-
ronto, but as far away as
Halifax, Montreal, Winni-

>~. . INOW OPEN -

peg and Banft. She has also
been the recipient of many
awards for her work. Most
recently, she received the
Carl Schaefter Award of Ex-
cellence at the 2017 CSPWC
International Watercolour
Show in Toronto.

“The title that I have
chosen for this show is “The
Material and The Mystical,
which represents the two
realities that I feel envelop
us at all times, says Co-
chrane. “We are most aware
of the material world, using
our physical senses easily
every day to interpret it, yet
there is also another more

—_—
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subtle realm of unseen en-
ergies that we can intuit by
using our inner senses. I
aim to depict in my paint-
ings the play between these
two worlds, and to evoke
the beauty that I see and feel
in both”

Cochrane describes na-
ture as her muse, and her
muse lives in the Niagara
Region. “Nature is my start-
ing point to represent “The
Material; and I focus on the
power of soaring trees, rip-
ening grapes and exquisite
blooms to bring it to life on

Continued on page 13
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Nature, Cochrane’s muse, ‘lives in the Niagara Region’

Continued from page 12

the canvas. I interpret these
from photos that I take in my
wanderings around our gor-
geous Niagara countryside?”
Each photograph is
“painted in a meditative
way with layer upon layer of
glowing transparent colour,

creating highly realistic im-
ages. The next step is then
working around and into
this realism with energet-
ic, highly textural, abstract
and free brushwork. This
represents to me “The Mys-
tical, the mysterious and the
unseen energies around us.
I turn to the power of colour
to draw the onlooker into

the image, and into a dream
of another reality where the
marvels of our imagination
coexist with the world in
which we live”

In this exhibition, Co-
chrane has also added
sculpture to compliment
the paintings. “My new
sculptures are titled Echo
Cairns, and they are a con-

Lorraine and Geoff Joyner will be recognized at the Pumphouse Saturday with the exhibition
room to be named The Joyner Gallery, for their support of the arts. (Photos supplied)

tinuation of my Echoes Se-
ries that I have been explor-
ing for many years. This is
a new interpretation where
I am stacking millions of
years old minerals along
with sculpted elements into
a fascinating composite
of sparkling crystals. Into
each of these little sculp-
tures I then place a min-
iature painted landscape
that echoes the colours and
feeling of its sculpted form.
I aim to beckon the viewer
into a condensed world of
beauty expressed by the glit-
tering crystals and dream-
like landscapes”

With nature as her muse
and taking inspiration from
the Niagara Region, Co-
chrane has a goal for this
exhibition. “T hope with my
artwork to create a richness
to enthral the viewer, and to
allow a space of beauty and
contemplation.”

The exhibit will run
from Sept. 1 to Sept. 30.
Contact the Niagara Pump-
house Arts Centre for more
information at niagarapum-
phouse.ca or 905-468-5455.

For more information
on Marilyn Cochrane,
consult the Niagara Pum-
phouse Arts Centre web-
site or the artists web-
site at  www.marilyn
cochrane.com.
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LOCAL HAPPENINGS

THE LION BURGER
RETURNS

Friday, September 4th

We will sell Lion Burger Combos
(burger, fries & bottle of water)
for$10
Time is 4 p.m. until 7 p.m.
St. Davids Lions Park Pavilion

DRIVE THRU » CONTACTLESS ¢ CREDIT AND DEBIT PREFERRED FOR PAYMENT

September 3 @ 9:30 a.m. - 10 a.m.
Hosted by the Niagara-on-the-Lake Public Library.
Join Kasia for Tinker Thinker Thursdays! For more de-
tails please go to: https://notlpubliclibrary.org
No experience necessary!

FAMILY FUN FRIDAYS -

VIRTUALLY!

September 4 @ 12 p.m. - 1 p.m.
Go to https://notlpubliclibrary.org for items you will
need and more details. All Are Welcome! Hosted by
Niagara-on-the-Lake Public Library.

MINECRAFT CLUB

MINI GAMES

September4 @ 3 p.m. - 4 p.m.

Here’s how to join our new REALM! 1. Send your
Minecraft Username to notllibrary@gmail.com & we
will invite you to join our realm. 2. To accept the invite,
choose Minecraft Realms at the title screen. 3. Click
the flashing envelope at the top next to the Minecraft
Realms title. 4. Click Accept! We will be leaving the
realm open as a creative world 24/7! Please note: there
will NOT be a Library Moderator present online at all
times. Mini Games will take place twice a week.

TD NIAGARA JAZZ FESTIVAL

September 12 @ 5 - 10 p.m.
Hungry For Hammond Series
featuring Organomics
The Matt Weidinger Band

September 20 @ 2 - 3 p.m.
Love. World. Series #7 with Badie

October 3@ 5 - 10 p.m.
Hungry For Hammond Series
featuring JV’s Boogaloo Squad
The Joint Chiefs of Soul ft. Lance Anderson

Events livestreamed at
niagarajazzfestival.com

A SIX-WEEK ZOOM LECTURE

SERIES WITH DR. BILL BROWN

September 16 @ 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Presented with the NOTL Public Library, Dr. Bill Brown will
be focusing on the period in Physics between 1900 and
1930, otherwise known as the Camelot Years in Physics.
#DrBrown #NOTLPL #Physics #Science #physicslovers
#universe

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border, colour

graphics optional. Include your Logo!
Prices starting at $20.
Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.
Call Karen 905-641-5335
or email: classified@notllocal.com

The Solheim ladies team crushed the men 35-13 in 18 holes of golf. (Photos supplied)

Senior ladies win annual
Solheim/Ryder Cup match

Harry Huizer
Special to The Local

Harry Huizet, the captain of
the team, has written an account
of this annual match, much of
it good-natured and tongue-in-
cheek as he acknowledges his
teams loss to the women.

Friday, Aug. 28 was an al-
most perfect day, in the eyes
of the men, for the annual Sol-
heim/Ryder Cup match at the
NOTL Golf Club won this year
by the ladies.

The match had 16 senior la-
dies competing against 16 senior
men for the coveted Pros Cup.

There were eight matches
of two ladies against two men.
with a total of 48 points up for
grabs. The men were the de-
fending champions.

Both  captains Martha
Cruikshank and Harry Huizer
had their teams ready to play in
their colourful outfits.

The formats were front
nine-alternate shot and back
nine-best ball. Handicaps were
used, but the men's captain was
supremely confident of a lop-
sided victory despite having to
give strokes to the ladies. Losing
seemed like an impossibility,
considering the men's talent that
was assembled.

Yes, it was an almost per-
fect day, in the eyes of the men,
with no rain and a nice breeze
off the lake. Then something
happened that is still difficult to
understand.

The ladies started dominat-
ing each match with outstand-
ing golf shots leaving the men in
total shock.

After nine holes the score
was 11-5, and after 18 holes
the final score was 35-13 all in
favour of the Solheim Ladies
team.

It was a crushing loss by the

men who were bewildered by
what was happening. Seven of
the matches had the men shak-
ing their heads as they came in
to the scoring area. They were in
disbelief of what had happened.

Fortunately, a crucial final
match was won 5-1 by the pair
of Alan Robb and Don Cruik-
shank, which gave the men
double digit points and brought
a cheer from the mens team,
and especially the captain.

Yes, it was almost a perfect
day except for the score, in the
eyes of the men.

The better team had won
and it wasnt the Senior Ryder
Cup men’s team.

It was a humbling time for
the men’s team but they handled
defeat with remarkable class.

We celebrated with the la-
dies, and you could see the joy
in everyones faces during the
lunch and trophy presentation.

It in fact, was a perfect day,
despite the resounding win by
the ladies.

A lot of thanks has to go
to Billy Simkin and his staff for
their help in making the event
run so smoothly.

Lunch was served for the
first time ever on the first tee.
What a treat that was.

Thanks especially to Jill
Wiens and the clubhouse staft

for setting up and providing a
wonderful lunch.

This event is really char-
acterized by golf talent, sports-
manship, friendship and good
fun. Each team was encourag-
ing the other team throughout
the matches even though it was
a competition.

Each side wanted to win,
but in the end, we were all win-
ners by just playing in this event.
OK, there was one big winner.

So that is the story of a huge
victory by the ladies, but next year
plans are already in the making
for a comeback win by the men,
or so this year’s captain hopes.

Yes, it was a perfect day!

Captains of the annual tournament were Harry Huizer of the men’s team, and Martha Cruikshank

representing the winning team.

LOCAL WORSHIP

Sunday, September 6th

Speaker:
Kevin Bayne

Please be advised that with the
current state of COVID-19, your safety
is of utmost importance to us. We
will now be live streaming our service
at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays.There will
be no in-person church service.

WORSHIP SERVICES

in this section, please contact:

karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your
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Across:

1 Grouches

6 Female supporters

10 Flat-topped hill

14 Misbehave

15 Arizona city on the
Colorado

16 In addition

17 Latin American dance

18 Side

19 --- Christian Andersen

20 Sharp flavor

22 Note hastily

24 34th President

25 Moonshot program

28 Sound of alion

29 Louse egg

30 Washed out

31 Watch --- step!

33 Not odd

35 Free

36 Settlement

37 Nudge repeatedly

38 Aloof

40 Conductive elements

43 Hoppy brew

44 Conforms

45 Blockhead

47 Pirate’s plunder

49 Mischievous

50 Solitary

51 “L” operator

52 Unpleasant to look at
54 Conjured up

56 Attila, e.g.

57 Aught

58 Political top dog (Abkbr.,)
59 Brief swim

61 It's worth ---|

63 Start playing tennis

67 Skin

68 Film genre

69 Flowing and ebbing

70 Roman wear

71 Large and scholarly book
72 Heap

Down:

1 Coverts rotary motion into
linear motion

Appliance and electronics
maker

Bill dispenser

Hollow gas globule

Mar

Unit of computer memory
Regret

Key with three sharps
Pacific country

10 Speed measure

11 Seinfeld cohort --- Benes
12 Clicked

13 Valuable possession

21 Prius maker

N
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23
25
26
27
28
32
34

36
37
39

40
41
42
44
46
47
48
49
50
51
53
55
58
60
62
64
65
66

Choice morsels

Interest charge

Two identical things
Shoppe adjective
Manage

Be in debt

Old kind of computer
monitor

Fighter ace

Lower

“Rosemary’s Baby” actress
--- Farrow

Provides input for an amp.
Observe

Levelheaded

Cook in hot oil

Central bank

Artist’s workshop
Diminishing

Extremely

Snap

Map

Enormous

Kevlar garments

Funeral woodpile
Electronic helper just for you
Border

Old food label letters
Carpet cleaner (Abbr.)
Moose

EDS

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU

Helping home owners for more than 20 years.
office: 905-468-4214 cell: 905-321-8126
www.cudmorehomes.com

GUIDE DOGS BELONG
EVERYWHERE.
IT’S THE LAW.

YARD SALES

YARD SALE|| YARD

September 12 & 13 SALE
Become a guide dog champion 89 Wllll\llacl;-:-f treet, Saturday,
at guidedogchampions.ca. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. September 5
9am.-?
Books, household 1072 Concession 2
and garden items NOTL '

and furniture. Variety of Items,

Lots of parking
(Rain date to be announced, if necessary)

Cash payment only.
Please wear a mask.

Sell your unwanted items or
advertise your garage sale in our

CLASSIFIEDS

Contact:
classifieds@notllocal.com

Deadline:
Mondays at 3 p.m.
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Kiri Quartet performs for At Home Series Monday

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

It’s back to school time for
the four members or the Kiri
Quartet. Before they resume
their studies at Juilliard and
the Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia, though, Emma
Meinrenken, Matthew Chris-
takos, Jasmine Mengija Lin
and Lynn Sue-A-Quan will
make their debut as an en-
semble for Music Niagaras At
Home Series on Labour Day.

For Meinrenken, it's been
a busy summer with Music
Niagara. The 21-year-old vio-
linist, who has been affiliated
with the non-profit organiza-
tion for more than a decade,
kicked off the At Home Series
back in July with a selection
of some of her favourite solo
violin pieces recorded at her
Toronto home.

Last month she taped a
concert with members of the
Toronto Symphony at Pond-

view Estates Winery, to debut
on the Music Niagara website
Sept. 13. And for the last two
weeks of August, she was a
key instructor in the Music
Niagara Virtual Performance
Academy.

In fact, all four members of
the quartet, who were brought
together by Meinrenken for
this concert, recently wrapped
up their stint on the other
side of the teacher-student
relationship. Quan for one
knows her future will involve
teaching music, as well as per-
forming, so having a chance
to mentor others this summer
was important to the violist.

“I believe in the idea of
teaching the next generation,”
she says, “and studying how
music impacts a community.
I think some of the most im-
portant work is seeing how
music impacts the younger
generation. I want to do some
more work there”

Cellist Christakos, at 20

The four students of the Kiri Quartet will perform in Monday’s vir-
tual At Home Series for Music Niagara. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

@SAFETREELTD

the youngest of the Kiri Quar-
tet, says his first crack at teach-
ing has been enlightening. “It
was interesting to try and put
musical ideas that I implement
myself in my head, and how I
feel about music, into words so
others can understand them.”

Christakos had two stu-
dents from Mexico he was
teaching remotely. “To watch
them listen to what I said, and
actually change what they do
in accordance to not just the
words I said, but to how I feel
and think about music, was re-
ally inspiring”

Of course, the members of
the quartet have had ample ex-
perience themselves learning
remotely since the pandemic,
and border issues have forced
the students home from their
studies in university. When
Ontario finally moved into
stage three of its reopening
plan, it was a relief to Mein-
renken to have the opportuni-
ty to once again collaborate in
person with other musicians.

“As soon as it was an-
nounced that the schools
would be cancelled for the rest
of the semester;” the Toronto
resident laments, “and that
there was going to be nothing
for the summer, I personally
got very scared. For music,
and me as a musician, per-
forming in chamber music is
an integral part of keeping my
passion for music alive, and I
was really going to miss being

able to share that with oth-
er people. It gets really lonely
just playing and practising by
yourself”

When the Music Niagara
opportunity arose, she imme-
diately reached out to Chris-
takos, with whom she attends
the Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia. They then con-
tacted the two Juilliard stu-
dents, Quan and Lin, a violin-
ist. All four had participated in
the same pre-college program
at Torontos Royal Conserva-
tory of Music.

Christakos adds, “at first
we had planned to put some-
thing together digitally, to
create a virtual performance,
because we thought there
wouldn't be a chance of us
meeting together in person.
But when things became con-
ducive to us actually meeting
and sort of forming our own
social bubble, we've been able
to play real music, which has
been incredible”

Quan adds, “weve all
grown up together, so just
knowing how much weve
grown as musicians and as in-
dividuals, it’s really important
to see that through the works
of chamber music. And T've
never actually worked with
them in this context, so it’s
been a very rewarding and
privileged experience to have”

The sheer joy of perform-
ing is evident on the faces of
each accomplished young

Emma Meinrenken, Lynn Sue-A-Quan, Jasmine Mengija Lin
and Matthew Christakos at Chateau des Charmes Winery.

musician, as the Kiri Quar-
tet takes on Mozart’s String
Quartet No. 9 in C Major -
Dissonance, as well as Brahms’
String Quartet No. 1 in C Mi-
nor, Op. 51. The concert was
recorded by the Niagara Col-
lege broadcasting department
under the marquee at Chateau
des Charmes Winery before a
small group of sponsors, who
were also visibly pleased to be
able to experience live music.
One of those sponsors,
Marlene Masales, says the
beautiful setting for the event
was a bonus. “I just look for-
ward to the music itself. This
year there is such a need to
keep these things (Music Ni-
agara performances) thriving,
successful and growing, to be
there when we all can resume
coming together to enjoy it
more in person more often”

Passion. Precision. Preservation.
CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

289-650-1775
OR VISIT WWW.SAFETREE.CA

After this weekend, the
young virtuosos will be
studying music under their
mentors, who are in Phila-
delphia and New York City.
Only Quan will be physically
returning to school, to study
under Hsin-Yun Huang, who
is actually a faculty member at
both Juilliard and Curtis.

“The rest of us have to stay
here,” says Meinrenken. “So
it is a little sad, but I have to
think about health and family,
and through this (pandemic)
experience I have realized that
I can find very valuable musi-
cal experiences at home, and I
don’t need to travel to another
country’”

Visit musicniagara.org
Monday, Sept. 7 at 4 p.m. to
see the Kiri Quartet perform
compositions from Mozart
and Brahms.
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