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Attention-getters

Business men in suits with their cafe rac-
er bikes came to Niagara to parade down
Queen Street Sunday. They parked in front
of the Royal George Theatre, garnering at-
tention from onlookers for their elegant at-
tire and their old motorcycles, transformed
into works of art. (Fred Mercnik)

Climate change rally attracts energetic crowd

Penny Coles
The Local

The message was clear.

Something needs to be
done, and done now.

About 60 people gathered
on the Court House steps
Friday, and on the sidewalk
of Queen Street, joining in
one of many rallies which oc-
curred across Canada Friday.

The Global Climate Pro-
test, which saw millions of
people turn out in countries
around the world, was in
part inspired by teen Gre-
ta Thunberg, who protested
climate change in Sweden
about a year ago. She encour-
aged youth to organize school

strikes, as part of a movement
called Fridays for Future.

When local senior Cyn-
thia Rand heard about a rally
planned in St. Catharines, she
says, it didnt seem right to
drive her car to a protest for
climate change, so she quickly
organized one to be held in
NOTL.

When she arrived, she was
astonished by the turn-out
waiting for her.

“I thought Id be here, sit-
ting on the Court House steps
by myself, with one little sign,”
she said.

“I was absolutely amazed”

She underestimated the
power of group emails and
social media.

Her husband, along with
several of her friends and ac-
quaintances, sent out emails,
while others, including Julia
Buxton Cox, administrator of
NOTL Today, a popular Face-
book page, notified followers
of the protest.

Many arrived on foot or
bicycle, with signs optimis-
tically proclaiming “you can
make a difference; urging
change to protect animals,
trees and humans, and the
Amazon rainforest, one say-
ing “Make love, not CO2.”

The thrill for many was
the arrival of students from
Royal Oak Community

Continued on page 4

A crowd of climate change protesters, including students from the Royal Oak Community
School, gathered on the steps of the Court House Friday. (Penny Coles)
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Residents turn out to talk about healthy community

Penny Coles
The Local

Members of the Town’s
Wellness Committee,
determined to find out
what  “wellness” means
to the residents of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, held two
public forums last Thursday
to do just that.

The results of a survey
online and the input from
54 residents who attend-
ed the public forums, will
inform  recommendations
the committee will make to
council in November, with
work expected to begin in
the new year, said chair Cin-
dy Grant.

What she hoped to hear
at the forum, she said in
her introduction, “is no
complaints. What we want
to hear is ‘this could be im-
proved, and here is an idea of
how it could be improved.”

Lord Mayor Betty Disero,
also a member of the new
Town committee, MCd the
event, telling those gathered
of the importance of three
pillars needed to provide a
healthy community: a good
official plan, a strategic plan,
and an economic plan. They
all go together, she said. “The
healthier the economy is, the
better the Town is able to
provide community services
for residents of all ages”

She spoke of the need for

day care, affordable housing
and public transit as compo-
nents of a healthy commu-
nity, as well as infrastructure
that encourages an active
community, such as the Up-
per Canada Heritage Trail
and the Bob Howse Trail,
the need for seniors build-
ings for those who want to
downsize, and other needs
that could be discovered
through  communication
with the Community Well-
ness Committee.

The delay in construction
of the Crossroads Medical
Centre is a concern to many
residents, she said, assuring
them doctors in the Niaga-
ra Medical Clinic in Virgil
and in the basement of the
former hospital building in
NOTL will be able to stay
where they are until the new
clinic is ready for occupancy.

Committee member
Paul Jurbala spoke of the
extensive research the com-
mittee has done to date. He
explained community well-
ness as referring to a high
quality of life, and the desire
to have programs and poli-
cies in place to support that
goal.

He spoke of demograph-
ics — not surprisingly, a re-
cent census showed NOTL
having the highest percent-
age of seniors in Niagara
— and of some disparity in
the community in terms of

wealth and marginalization,
defined as lower income,
which is most predominate
in the rural area.

He also suggested one
of the areas the committee
was concerned about is how
to pay more attention to the
youth and young adults in
the community. The num-
ber of young people has
remained relatively flat, the
question being, “where are
they coming from and how
do we keep them here?”

With a committee mem-
ber at each table, residents
were asked to address each
of eight different catego-
ries within its framework:
healthy community; com-
munity vitality, which in-
cludes transportation; cul-
ture and leisure; democratic
engagement; environment;
education; time use; and liv-
ing standards, which touch-
es on the need for affordable
apartments for seniors.

Different amounts of
time were spent on each
category, depending on the
need for improvements —
for example, culture and
leisure is an area where the
committee feels NOTL al-
ready does well.

Each table of residents
came up with different sug-
gestions, and that informa-
tion was noted to be com-
bined into a summary that
would be sent to those who

IMPROVED PRICING:
14 CHARDONNAY PLACE,NOTL $579,000

The heart of this bungalow is the expansive living/dining room area and open plan
kitchen, which blends in perfectly with the well-conceived design inspired by low
maintenance living. Call Nancy Bailey 905-371-4234 for your private viewing.

Nancy Bailey, Private Office Advisor, Broker
Engel & Volkers Niagara-on-the-Lake, Brokerage
376 Mary St., Niagara-on-the-Lake
nancy.bailey @evrealestate.com | 905-371-4234
nancybailey.evrealestate.com

2017 Engel & Vélkers®. All rights reserved. Individually owned and operated.

Engel & Volkers, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Brokerage is a proud supporter

of Niagara-on-the-Lake Special Olympics.

For more information on how you can help to transform lives through donations, volunteering, being a coach, or to
participate as an athlete, please contact: Nancy Bailey, Broker - Engel & Vilkers, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Brokerage

905-371-4234 < nancy.bailey@evrealestate.com

M.J. McGraw and Margret Walker talk about issues affecting quality of life in NOTL, includ-
ing life-long learning and affordable housing for seniors, while Community Wellness Com-
mittee member Paul Jurbala takes notes. (Penny Coles)

participated, to give them an
opportunity to see what was
said and add anything new
they felt had been missed.

At one table in the after-
noon session were Jurbala,
Old Town residents M.]J.
McGraw and Margret Walk-
er, and Jim Fisher and Yuk-
sel Oren, both of whom live
on York Road.

Talking about the need
for better transportation and
connectivity in the commu-
nity, it was suggested that al-
though they are costly, more
bike lanes or bike paths are
needed to encourage safe
cycling.“There are so many
bikes on the road now. It’s
become very dangerous for
some people to be on certain
roads,” said Fisher, who lives
on one of the most danger-
ous roads for cyclists, with
no shoulders to ride on.

McGraw said she’s con-
cerned about seniors being
isolated, specifically those in

rural areas who don't drive
and dont have access to
transportation. For those se-
niors, especially some who
are receiving palliative care,
she said, having a bus to take
them around town would be
a “huge contribution to a
healthier community”

During a discussion
about culture and leisure,
several people agreed they
are impressed with the wide
range of services the library
delivers, the number of in-
formal groups who meet for
a diverse range of activities
and the many educational
programs.

With a bus stopping at its
doorstep, the library helps
get seniors out of the house,
one participant remarked.
“The ability to learn new
things, is huge for mental
health. The library is a hub
in the community”

But if you live in the
village of St. Davids, “that’s

about as far away as you can
get,” Fisher added.

Fisher, who lives nearer
to Queenston, said residents
in his neighbourhood tend
to use more services in Ni-
agara Falls, a more conve-
nient drive.

In a discussion about
recreational facilities,
many mentioned Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake does a great
job with its pools, arenas,
and parks.

“There are people who
would really like an indoor
pool,” said Walker. It would
be a wonderful thing to have
in town, she said, “but in my
opinion, it would be at the
bottom of the list. It would
be expensive to build and
maintain.”

Others agreed there are
indoor pools not far away in
Niagara Falls and St. Catha-
rines.

Gontinued on page 3

Calling all Santas

Local Staff

Niagara-on-the-Lake
seems the perfect place to
seek out a jolly, bearded,
grandfatherly-type  gentle-
man who might like to spend
some quality time with kids.

Donavin Delaney, the set
manager of the Pen Centre, is
looking for some Santas for

the mall's Christmas court.
In a perfect world, Santa
would have a real beard, al-
though it doesn’t have to be
white, Delaney says — co-
louring can be altered. Also
no need for a big Santa belly,
which can also be added.
The full suit will be pro-
vided, except for black boots.
Delaney says he has one
Santa lined up, and would

be happy to find two or three
who can rotate.

“What Id really like is
someone who is the grand-
father-type, who loves the
Christmas season, and is
touched by the Christmas
spirit. Someone who identi-
fies with the character”

For more information
contact him at donavindel-
aney@gmail.com.
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Diverse ideas and common themes discusse

Continued from page 2

One of the discussions
was about education, “but
think broader than schools,”
said Jurbala to his group.
“Think about lifeline learn-
ing and the broader aspects
of education.”

McGraw mentioned the
former high school used to
offer evening courses that

were well-attended.

“Id like to find a way to
bring them back. It wouldn’t
have to be in a school — they
can be held anywhere. The
college or university could
organize them off-campus.
They could be in a church
basement?”

If Niagara College or
Brock University were invit-
ed to offer classes in town,

they would do an assess-
ment to see what the com-
munity wants, she said. “We
can't rely on Town staff to do
the inviting. Wed have to get
a group of like-minded peo-
ple together to organize it”
In a discussion about the
environment, Fisher and
Oren, both on the north side
of York Road with vineyards
behind them, objected to

the constant noise from bird
bangers, calling them “ex-
plosive devices” For about
three months of the year,
the propane-powered bird
bangers go off from a half-
hour before sunrise until a
half hour after sunset, said
Fisher, suggesting the Town
should be looking at alterna-
tives, including netting.

The two men also said

Cindy Grant, chair of the Community Wellness Committee, listens in on some of the conversations at the community centre
public forum Thursday afternoon. (Penny Coles)
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there should be some re-
search done on the use of
pesticides and how they
affect the health of resi-
dents living near orchards
and vineyards. “No one is
talking about the air quali-
ty in NOTL from spraying,”
said Fisher.

When the conversation
moved to affordable hous-
ing, Walker said its badly
needed for seniors who live
in the Old Town and want to
stay there.

“I would love to see a se-
niors development that’s af-
fordable,” said Walker. “A lot
of Old Town residents don’t
want to move to Virgil”

McGraw suggested a
workshop dedicated sole-
ly to the topic of affordable
housing.

“We need to be looking 10
to 15 years into the future?

Grant, who walked
around the room listening
to the conversations at both
sessions, said she heard a va-
riety of diverse ideas, as well
as some overlapping sugges-
tions.

Noise problems were a
common thread, she said,
and more than one group
spoke of health concerns
from agricultural spraying.

That's an issue for the
Town to decide on how to
proceed, she said.

I October3,2019 3

There was talk of the
need for better communi-
cation and awareness — for
instance, many residents
talking about transporta-
tion didn’'t know there is a
town bus that connects with
Glendale, and then to other
municipalities.

Also the 211 community
information service, a great
resource which provides the
answers to all kinds of ques-
tions, is unknown to many,
she said.

One of the recommen-
dations the committee is
likely to make to the Town is
for something similar to the
blue pages in phone books,
that would detail the many
local services and organiza-
tions and contact informa-
tion. While some of that is
available in the Communi-
ty Awareness booklet pub-
lished by the Town, its not
nearly as detailed as it could
be, Grant said.

Affordable housing and
assisted living needs were
also themes that were thor-
oughly discussed, she said.

While Grant would have
liked better attendance, she
said, “we were very pleased
with the results. The energy
in the room was good, the
noise level was high, and the
people who were there were
truly engaged”
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Message from protesters: act now

Continued from page 1

School. School director Ju-
lia Cain Murray had heard
about it Thursday evening,
and Friday morning students
worked quickly to make signs
before walking from their
Wellington Avenue school
rooms to the Court House.

“It was lovely to have the
kids there, and the Shaw ac-
tors, said Rand.

“It's not a joyful occasion,
especially for the kids. Id
imagine theyre full of fore-
boding. I can remember Tom,
my middle child, worrying
about nuclear energy at the
age of 10. Kids worry about
these things”

Student Maya Gazzard
asked for the opportunity to
speak. “This planet is in need
of change. We need to act
now, or never, she said, car-
rying a sign that proclaimed,
“The time for action is now’

Rand said it's understand-
able individuals feel what they
do doesn't really matter, and
worry about other things that
are important, “but not as im-
portant as this”

What is needed to slow
global warming, she said, “is
big government action, and
big corporations and boards
of directors to get involved.
They have the power”

But in the meantime, the
small decisions and actions of
individuals are also import-

ant, she says.

Rand said she began seri-
ously thinking about global
warming about 10 years ago.
“It’'s been a little cloud for me,
there in the background, for
quite a while. Now it’s a big
cloud”

“We have to think local,
and we have to all do our
part in saving the planet,” said
Lord Mayor Betty Disero,
also speaking to the school
children about needing to do
something to protect their fu-
ture.

Buxton Cox said she was
thrilled with the turnout,
especially having the kids
from Royal Oak join the pro-
test.“The group of Shaw ac-
tors was a bonus — we didn't
even know they were going to
be there,” she added.

She and her husband
Dave wrote a rally cry the
evening before, which boost-
ed the energy level and helped
motivate the crowd to get into
the spirit of the protest:

‘I dont know but Ive
been told, a healthy planet is
better than gold.

Heres what I know the
science told, we have to fix it
before we get old.

Heres what I know the
science told, the great big ice-
bergs need to be cold.

Heres what I know the
science told, we need to act
and we need to be bold.

Heres what I know the

Protest organizer Cynthia Rand thanked Lord Mayor Betty Disero for attending the protest, while Disero thanked Rand for
organizing it. (Photos by Penny Coles)

science told, heat is rising and
we need it to hold.

Heres what I know the
science told, Act NOW so our
kids can grow old!”

Rand said she hopes the
enthusiasm and energy gen-
erated on Queen Street Friday
morning can continue, with
the students who were there,
and also with the parents of
the students. With a federal
election approaching, votes
can influence governments to
take the big steps, she added.

She’s voting Green.

Brian Barker, federal NDP candidate for the Niagara Falls riding, and Green candidate San-
dra O’Connor speak about the need to stop global warming at Friday’s Queen Street protest.
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St. Davids swimming pool design revise

Changes made in response
{0 residents’ comments

Penny Coles
The Local

A revised design for the
new St. Davids Pool is now
posted online, for residents to
have a look at and make com-
ments to the Town.

At a meeting in July at the
St. Davids Lions hall about
50 people turned out to have
their first glimpse of what a
new swimming pool could
look like, and were asked to
speak up about what they
liked and didn't like.

They have done so, and the
architect, pool designer and
parks and recreation manager
Kevin Turcotte, after hearing
and reading their comments,
showed a revised set of plans
to residents last week.

The St. Davids Lions built
the original pool, and turned
it and the property over to
the Town when they could no

longer afford to operate and
maintain it. That was more
than 50 years ago, but they
also signed a 99-year lease and
have 45 years left to go on it.

The Lions are concerned
about preserving the green
space of the park, the mature
trees on the property, and re-
taining a layout for the pool
that will allow for the annual
carnival to continue.

The revised design shows
the pool still sitting back on
the property, with the front
of it facing York Road. The
new change rooms and of-
fice space are shown behind
the pool, with washrooms
accessible from outside the
pool complex for those using
the rest of the park and tennis
courts, says Turcotte.

That was a request from
several residents, and it makes
sense, allowing the wash-
rooms to be used outside of
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The new design includes washrooms accessible from outside the pool complex. The playground equipment will be moved
to the south side of the pool. (Rendering supplied)

the short season the pool is
open, similar to Memorial
Park, Turcotte says.

The first design was for a
pool with four lanes, but res-

Firefighters called to Line 1

Local Staff
When Niagara-on-the-
Lake firefighters  were

dispatched to Line 1 last
Thursdday, they thought
they were going to a struc-
ture fire that had been re-
ported by a neighbour.

Niagara Regional Po-
lice went to the address for
the same reason, says Fire
Chief Nick Ruller.

But firefighters couldnt
access the burn from Line
1 — it was in a field they
accessed from Concession
4, he said.

It wasn't a structure fire,

and it wasn't a permitted
outdoor agricultural burn,
it was someone burning
debris.

It was the site of an open-
air burn pile, commonly
used by a nursery operator
on his property, but in this
case, because it was debris
being burned, it was not
permitted, Ruller said.

“They had called for
permission to burn, but it
was outside the guidelines
for a permitted burn. It was
clear it was debris”

Ruller said although the
police had dismantled a
marijuana grow-op in near-

by greenhouses the week
before, “I don’t think there
is any connection (between
the fire and the grow-op)”

Uniform officers were
also called to the area of
Line 1 Road and Conces-
sion 4 last Thursday for a
structure fire, says NRP
media relations  officer
Stephanie Sabourin.

“When officers arrived,
they activated the Guns,
Gangs and Grows Unit for
further investigation due
to the presence of cannabis
plants,” she says.

No charges have been
laid.

All-candidates meeting at
St. Davids Lions Hall

Local Staff

The St. Davids Ratepay-
ers Association is hosting an
all-candidates meeting Tuesday,
Oct. 8, at 6 p.m. at the St. Davids

Lions Club on York Road.
Depending on the number
of participants, the event should
end no later than 8 p.m. Can-
didates will be asked to make
a short, prepared statement,

to be followed by questions
generated by the association’s
executive.

A brief recess will be fol-
lowed by questions from the
public.

idents have said theyd like to
see six, so the revised render-
ings show six lanes. The “beach
entrance;” with a gradual slope
into the pool for youngsters in
the shallow area, has been en-
larged, says Turcotte. The “blue
sail” area to provide some shade
is still included in the design.
The rounded bench area
in the original design has
been eliminated because of
safety concerns about the dif-
ficulty of guarding the area,
but there is still a bench for
those who want to sit in the

water and chat, says Turcotte.

The change-room build-
ing is still shown as a fami-
ly-friendly universal change
room, which was well-sup-
ported by many of the res-
idents, he says. Playground
equipment will be on the
south side of the pool.

The budget has been
pegged at $3 million to $3.5
million, says Turcotte.

Lord Mayor Betty Disero
and some of the councillors
have seen the design, which
will likely be shown to council

as they discuss next year’s bud-
get, along with a detailed cost
analysis. The Town is also ex-
pected to apply for a provincial
grant this fall, and will be form-
ing a fundraising committee
to augment funding from the
Town and Province, if the grant
application is successful.
Residents are encouraged
to check out the revised de-
sign and site plan and to ex-
press their opinions on the
towns website at jointhecon-
versationnotl.org/st-davids-
park-and-pool.
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This is the time to say thanks
to volunteer firefighters

Fire Prevention Week in
Ontario begins Sunday, with a
theme this year of “Not Every
Hero Wears a Cape. Plan and
Practice Your Escape”

The message is aimed at
educating members of the
public about the small but im-
portant actions they can take
to keep themselves and those
around them safe, by making
a home escape plan and prac-
tising it.

It's a good message we can
all take to heart.

But to us, the real heroes
are our volunteer firefighters,
who also don't wear capes, but
live and work in this commu-
nity, volunteering their time
and occasionally risking their
lives to help keep their friends
and neighbours all safe.

Its a difficult, risky job
they do. Its 24/7, 365 days of
the year. It takes them away
from their work and family
time, not only to answer fire
calls but for the weekly train-
ing sessions and special drills
they do throughout the year,
such as practising how to ex-
tract someone from their ve-
hicle with the jaws of life, or
how to rescue someone who
has fallen in the gorge or the
Niagara River.

Volunteer firefighters are

called out to do so much more
than put out fires. They are
usually the first at the scene
of a motor vehicle collision,
sometimes coming to the aid
of seriously injured victims.
In this small community, it
not unusual for a firefighter to
come across a friend, neigh-
bour or even loved one who
has been injured, or worse.

They are also often the
first responders to a medical
emergency, and again, it may
be to come to the aid of some-
one they know well, someone
they love.

These men and women are
the true heroes of this com-
munity. And we can help
make their jobs easier and
safer by making that suggest-
ed escape plan. By making
sure we have working smoke
and carbon monoxide de-
tectors. By driving carefully,
driving sober, and obeying
speed limits. By pulling over
when we see flashing green
lights, which mean a volun-
teer firefighter is on the way
to an emergency.

And we can take this op-
portunity to say thank you to
them for being willing to put
themselves in harm’s way, for
the good of their community.

That’s a heck of a thing to

ask of a volunteer. A heck of
a responsibility for them to
take on when they have hus-
bands and wives and children
of their own waiting for them
to get home safely.

For that reason, we should
also say thank you to their
families. Many nights, while
some of you are at home,
comfortable and safe, enjoy-
ing a good meal with your
spouse or partner, helping
your kids with homework or
snuggled up watching your
favourite show on Netflix,
the town’s volunteer firefight-
ers have left the warmth of
their homes and their fami-
lies, possibly on their way to
a dangerous situation to help
others in their community.
Without the support of their
families, they couldn’t do it.

This town is very fortunate
indeed to have such a caring,
passionate and dedicated
group of firefighters, volun-
teers who are committed to
constantly improving and
practising their skills so that
when the fire station alarm
sounds, they are ready to put
their lives on the line for the
sake of the community.

Penny Coles
The Local

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE
For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:

905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS
ACCESS
(Toll Free)

1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER'’S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

LOCAL FINDS

IN
Memory of
SARAH ANN
Daughter of
HANNAH and
THOMAS B.
TRACY Troop
Sergeant Major
in the Kings Dragoon-
Guards, who died on the
19th of July 1840
in the 7th year of her
Age

Sad tale of spirit not at peace

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

This much-visited stone in St. Mark’s Cemetery memorializes Sarah Ann Tracy, a
little girl whose ghost haunts Fort George. According to some who have seen her in
blockhouse two, she walks about in a white gown and follows visitors to the Fort. She
does not appear malicious, but her spirit is surely not at rest. Shortly after Sarah Ann’s
death, the family moved to Kingston, and apparently became prosperous as the family
plot and monument in Cataraqui Cemetery is prominent. Sarah Ann must have been
a special child to have warranted such an elegant and costly monument.

A Man Goes to the Movies

KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth

416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868
(Crisis Line)
kidshelpphone.ca

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'’S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:

#SAFE (#7233)

1-866-863-0511

ALCOHOLICS (Toll Free)

ANONYMOUS
Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to ? p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St.,, NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

CRIME STOPPERS
1-800-222-8477
(TIPS)
niagaratips.com
Text 274637 (CRIMES),
keyword: Niagara,
then your tip
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Donald Combe
Special to The Local

Anyone who “hustles” to
improve himself/herself is a
“go-getter” and is admired;
however, a hustler generally
refers to a prostitute and the
meaning becomes negative.

This film examines the
lives of four hustlers who
hustle to improve their lives.
Under all the bravura, they
are fragile women who have

been hurt and hardened
by life, and see nothing es-
pecially wrong in duping
the types of men who have
hurt many as they climbed
the ladders of success. The
women are intelligent and
smart and they succeed big
time. The conclusion of the
story brings retribution, but
the audience must decide if
it is just.

Good film not just be-
cause there is much glitz,

glamour and a look at a
world unknown to most,
but above all, the audience is
left with lots to think about.

Donald Combe is a re-
tired English teacher who
loves to go to movies. His
Facebook  reviews  have
become popular with his
friends and followers, and
he has graciously agreed to
share his opinions through
“short and sweet” exclusives

for The Local.

Hustlers is considered by some to be a career-defining role for Jennifer Lopez.

The NOTL Local acknowledges the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the
Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples, many of whom continue to live and work here today.
This territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties and is within the land protected by the
Dish With One Spoon Wampum agreement. Today this gathering place is home to many First
Nations, Métis, and Inuit peoples and acknowledging reminds us that our great standard of living
is directly related to the resources and friendship of Indigenous peoples.
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Another way to look at Maria Rye and Our Western Home

First of all, thank you very
much for recognizing the
150th anniversary of the first
small group of British Home
Children to arrive in Canada at
Niagara-on-the-Lake, brought
by Maria Rye the first week of
November 1869.

BHC descendants, advo-

cates and authors such as my-
self campaigned for years, even
decades, to have this long-for-
gotten chapter of Canadian his-
tory recovered in our collective
memory. We were thrilled last
year when Parliament pro-
claimed Sept. 28 national Brit-
ish Home Child Day, which as

it happens is also my birthday.
My grandfather Cyril William
Joyce was one of these children
brought to Western Canada
(Alberta) in 1926. I wrote about
his journey and many other
BHC stories in Laying the Chil-
dren’s Ghosts to Rest: Canadas
Home Children in the West.

Auchterlonie on Astrology

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

Welcome to the first full week
of October pronouncements
from Auchterlonie on Astrology.

This is the week of the First
Quarter Moon in Capricorn on
Saturday, Oct 5. It's an especially
hard First Quarter Moon with
lots of activity in the sky as we
move towards the Full Moon in
Aries, which doesn't occur until
Sunday;, Oct. 13.

Thursday, Oct. 3 sees the
Moon continue in Sagittarius
as Pluto turns from retrograde
to Direct Motion in the early
morning. Pluto has been ret-
rograde since April 24, so five
months of step two in a deep
and personal matter is now able
to take a third step, and hope-
fully a step in the right direction
now that we know our inner
motives better.

The Andy Griffith Show
was first aired from Mayberry,
North Carolina on Oct. 3, 1960.
Gwen Stefani celebrates the big
5-0 today.

Friday, Oct. 4, the Moon
moves from Sagittarius into
Capricorn early Friday morning
and Mars moves into Libra ear-
ly as well. So while emotions go
from fiery to earthy, our physi-
cal drive changes subtly from
earthy to airy. And the Moon
and Mars also make a Square
aspect in the middle of the after-
noon, suggesting a showdown
which may leave some feeling
drained. Pope Gregory XIII
introduced the Gregorian Cal-
endar on this date in 1582. Its
the calendar we still use today.
And Susan Sarandon celebrates
number 73 today as well.

Saturday, Oct. 5, is the day of
the First Quarter Moon in Cap-
ricorn — an especially difficult
Quarter Moon because its the

First, but also because Libra (the
Sun) and Capricorn (the Moon)
are Cardinal Signs of the Zodiac,
meaning they are prone to exert
themselves strongly. Also, the
Moon is nearly perfectly in the
same spot in the sky as Saturn
and Pluto - adding elements of
questions involving security and
motivation in need of resolution.
The date of Oct. 5, 1582 does not
exist in Poland, Portugal, and
Spain because of the switch to
the Gregorian calendar the day
before. And Super Mario Le-
mieux was born Oct. 5, 1965.

Sunday, Oct. 6, the Moon
is in the same place in the sky
as Pluto in Capricorn this af-
ternoon suggesting a day of se-
rious emotions and deep con-
nections to willpower. Things
lighten up tonight when the
Moon moves in the Sign of
the Water Bearer — Aquarius.
Aquarius, like Gemini and Li-
bra is an Air Sign. It is the Air
Sign that rejuvenates the air by
making it moist again. Faith
Hill married Tim McGraw on
this day in 1996. And inven-
tor George Westinghouse was
born Oct. 6, 1846.

Monday, Oct. 7 is a day of
surprises and challenges. Sur-
prises as Mercury in Scorpio
opposes Uranus in Taurus in the
early a.m. hours. A hidden cost
is revealed? A windfall comes
to light? Both? The challenges
are thanks to the Sun in Libra
Square to Saturn in Capricorn.
There is nothing to fear if you
are not kidding yourself. Happy
Birthday to Fox News - 23 today.
And on a brighter note - to Yo
Yo Ma, celebrating number 64.

Tuesday, Oct. 8, the Moon
in Aquarius is busy until this
afternoon when it gets a sweet
boost from Jupiter in Sagittar-
ius. News of a trip or a gift for
somebody! And Venus moves

from her home sign of Libra
into Scorpio about the same
time. Its a subtle change that
will play out over the next few
weeks. Oct. 8, 1956 saw Don
Larsen of the New York Yan-
kees pitch the first perfect game
in World Series history against
the Brooklyn Dodgers. One
year later, on this same day, the
Dodgers announced they were
moving to Los Angeles.

Wednesday, Oct. 9, the
Moon moves from Aquarius
into Pisces in the noon hour,
setting up a busy day of mixed
influences, from positive re-
lationship  developments to
stressed-out energy reserves,
but with the Sun and Pluto
making a connection late to-
night, a stressful situation can
be resolved for good. Leif Erik-
son became the first European
to set foot in North America
on Oct. 8, in the year 1000.
The Beatles' John Lennon was
born in Liverpool, England on
Wednesday, Oct. 9, 1940.

Next week is the week of the
Full Moon in Aries and more.
Remember, we are all made of
stardust. Shine on!

The Podcast version of
Auchterlonie on Astrology con-
tains more information than
the version which appears here
in The Local. For the past few
weeks I have been sharing my
story of why I became interested
in astrology. Starting last week, I
have been devoting four weeks
to explaining the uncanny as-
tronomical parallels between
1776 and 2008, the American
Revolution and the collapse of
Lehman Brothers and the rise
of Donald Trump.

So, please check out my pod-
cast on Facebook at Auchterlonie
on Astrology or visit my website
Looking up with Bill at https://
www.lookingupwithbill.comy/.

It must be pointed out,
however, that Maria Rye would
not today be someone parents
would be comfortable entrust-
ing their children to. Keep in
mind that most of the BHC
were not orphans but had ei-
ther lost one parent to death
or had parents incapable of
supporting them. This was
decades before any sort of so-
cial welfare or unemployment
insurance system was in place.
Many parents found them-
selves facing a Sophie’s Choice
of another kind: try to struggle
on in a merciless labour mar-
ket, or give up their children
to the care of strangers in a for-
eign land. Many of them would
never see their children again.

In a forthcoming article of
mine to be published in the Brit-
ish Home Children in Canada
Newsletter about Rye, a disturb-
ing picture emerges of someone
less concerned with “hoping to
offer them better lives” than with
earning a profit from child im-
migration. A speech she gave in
1870 before the National Associ-

ation for the Promotion of Social
Science in England focused on
the economics of child poverty
rather than any burning desire to
alleviate their suffering. A Liver-
pool physician pointed out that
Rye had already saved the city’s
ratepayers £5,000, the cost of
maintaining the children in Brit-
ish orphanages from eight years
of age to 18. According to New
Lives for Old, published by the
UK National Archives, “doubts
about her work had surfaced as
far back as 1868, when William
Dixon, a Canadian immigra-
tion agent based in Britain, had
condemned her organization”
Historian Roy Parker reveals
that she earned a profit after
public subsidies in Britain that
amounted to as much as £5 per
child. Assuming three shiploads
of 100 children per year multi-
plied by £5 and adjusted for in-
flation, Rye today would be earn-
ing £177,000 per year ($288,829
Cdn.), a substantial income.

Rye seems to have been a
woman with little feeling for
children and a very harsh con-

cept of discipline. Parker in his
book Uprooted describes the
case of Annie Thompson, age
10, who was placed in solitary
confinement for some infrac-
tion and given only bread and
water for several days. She
was beaten with the back of a
brush, and when she escaped,
was allowed to “remain out all
night during one of the coldest
nights in a Canadian winter.
Fortunately, the girl had been
sheltered at a nearby house
where she had sought refuge”
It was reports like this that
prompted the British Local
Government Board to send
Andrew Doyle to Canada to
inspect these and other chil-
dren’s homes in 1874.

The Town of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake is to be congrat-
ulated for honouring the sesqui-
centennial of the first shipment
of these children in their com-
munity. These children made
an indelible contribution to our
nation and should never be for-
gotten again.

Sean Arthur (Art) Joyce

— IFTTERS
Masks part of strategy

A. Smith in his/her letter
to the editor ‘Why Don't Veg-
an Protesters Provide Their
Names?’ (The Local, Sept. 19)
asks are [‘protesters] “allowed
to even wear masks?”

The Criminal Code of
Canada makes it an offence to
wear a mask or other disguise
to conceal one’s identity while
taking part in a riot or an un-
lawful assembly..I doubt that
four individuals holding com-
puter screens could be classed
as a riot or unlawful assembly.

Anonymous for the Voice-
less calls these displays Cubes
of Truth — it is a peaceful
street activism that employs
direct action with the public.
Forming a cube, they use the
computer screens to display
videos (actual videos taken
on actual farms about the way
farmed animals are actually
treated in this country). If it
is a sick fear tactic’ by show-
ing pigs on factory farms as
A. Smith claims, she/he should
probably talk to the factory

farms where these things go on.

Contrary to A. Smith’s
analysis, the wearing of the
masks during the display of
the video dlips is a proven
strategy, to have people con-
centrate on the video and not
the individual person in the
‘Cube. It results in people
spending more time viewing
the video rather than engaging
with the person holding the
computer screen. And further,
the masks are a take-off on the
movie V for Vendetta where
a benevolent (not malevolent)
Guy Fawkes ends the movie
with a fire-work display over
the House of Commons. The
mask now represents a clear
embodiment of the ideals of
freedom and social justice. A.
Smith should watch the movie
and maybe come away with a
different viewpoint.

Given that 665 million
animals are killed as food in
Canada each year, we need to
work on that egregious issue,
especially considering the en-

vironmental, health and ethical
concerns implicit in factory
farming. While it may concern
A. Smith that ‘maybe’ some-
ones shoes were leather and
ergo, they may be held together
by horse glue ... I think it may
be of greater importance to rec-
ognize the catastrophe that the
meat-eating culture brings to
bear on the individual animals,
the planet earth and on the very
health of those who eat meat.
And finally, I wish T had a
nickel for every time I heard
that old chestnut that begins
with words to the effect of “..
why aren't they protesting (fill
in the blank) instead of (fill
in the blank)..” In A. Smith’s
case, I can assure him or her,
that there are clear attempts
by campaigners regarding the
fate of the Budweiser horses
and yes indeed the outcome of
young goats in goat yoga who
outlive their usefulness as they
grow into full size goats and are

then often sent to slaughter.
Cath Ens
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Local girl featured in latest Munsch story

Penny Coles
The Local

Like so many young-
sters, Georgia Grebenc
loves Robert Munsch sto-
ries, and has her favourites.

Her new favourite is about
a little girl named Georgia,
who looks just like her.

The local four-year-old
has become a character
in Munsch’s latest book,
Sounds Like Christmas,
which was released Tuesday.

Georgia’s mother, Jenni-
fer, says her daughter looks
at the pictures in the book
and knows the little girl is
her, but really doesn't un-
derstand the significance of
being the main character in
a book by one of the most

famous Canadian chil-
drens’ authors.
“Georgia is beyond

excited to be featured in
this new book and cannot
wait to share it with all her
new friends at St. Michael
School,” says Jennifer.

“She’s happy to see her-
self in the book, but she
doesn’t understand that
book will be read by mil-
lions of other kids”

The other main char-
acter in the book is three-
year-old Lincoln Grebenc,
Georgias cousin, who lives
in Ottawa.

The story of how two

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED:

cousins who live hundreds
of miles apart came to be in
a Robert Munsch story is an
interesting one, although
not that unusual to those
who know how the writer
chooses his characters.

Munsch came to Can-
ada in 1975 to work at the
preschool at the Universi-
ty of Guelph. He has lived
there ever since. During
that time, he would turn up
at libraries and schools and
tell stories to kids, develop-
ing a reputation as a great
storyteller. He would make
up his stories in front of the
children and refine them
through repeated tellings,
and eventually began writ-
ing them down.

Jennifer Grebenc’s
mother, Sharon Bruder,
met him while she too was
working at the university,
and when he started pub-
lishing his stories, she be-
gan helping him out with
administrative duties.

More than 30 years ago
she went to work for him
full-time as his administra-
tive assistant. Now, she says,
she looks after everything
from book-keeping to fan
mail for him.

“It's been an interesting
and fulfilling time,” says
Bruder.

“He’s been great to work
for. I don’t know too many

905.468.1222 or aliviapasnotl.com

OLi¥ Tosting Room & Restourant bocoded in Strevn Winery
1339 Lukeshore Road, Niogara-on-lhe-Loke

people who love their job
the way I love my job. I
keep telling him as long as
I can keep coming to work,
I'll be there”

She has suffered some
health issues recently, but
Munsch has also had his
share of health problems,
and she couldn’t ask for a
more understanding em-
ployer, she says.

Bruder says she started
asking him when he was
going to use her kids in
one of his books years ago,
when her kids were young.

That never happened,
but she’s as excited and
proud as could be to have
her two beautiful grand-
children featured in one of
his stories.

To suit the stories, he’s
had to make them a little
older — Georgia is a sev-
en-year-old in Sounds like
Christmas — but the re-
semblance in the drawing
to the little girl from NOTL
is unmistakable.

His stories dont have
recurring characters. He
bases each character in each
new book on the children to
whom he first told the story.

Bruder says  when
Munsch began telling his
stories to groups of kids,
he would pick out a child

Continued on page 9

Georgia Grebenc, from NOTL, is pretty excited to have a little girl who looks like her, and has
the same name, in a book by Robert Munsch. Her grandparents and cousin are also part of
the story. (Photo supplied)
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Kbout 100 more books to go

Continued from page 8

in the audience to talk to,
and get their name. When
he got around to writing
the story, he would use that
name for his main charac-
ter, and dedicate the book
to them.

When the book is pub-
lished, he tries to find that
child — often an adult
now — to let them know
they are in one of his
books. She has helped him
track down kids from as
far away as Alberta.

He has 65 books pub-
lished, and about 100 sto-
ries he’s still working on,
says Bruder. “Due to his
health, he no longer goes
out and tells stories, but
spends his time working on
the ones he made up over
the years”

His other new book,
Bear for Breakfast, is a sto-
ry inspired by a boy named
Donovan, a first-grader in
La Loche, Saskatchewan,
a Chippewan community
in northern Saskatchewan.

When Munsch visited in
1990 and asked what the
kids liked to eat, Donovan
said that he liked to eat bear.
The exceptions with the
naming of characters, says
Bruder, are the four books
he wrote and named af-
ter his own four kids, and
this Christmas book, with
Georgia and Lincoln.
Jennifer and her sis-
ter Stephanie grew up on
Munsch books, and have
met him many times over
the years. He became like
family, Jennifer says — her
mother would look after his
house when he was away.
So of course she began
reading his books to Geor-
gia, who would have said
until recently that her fa-
vourite is Mud Puddle.
Bruder finds an interest-
ing twist to the dedication
of the book, which is “For
Georgia Grace Grebenc,
Niagara-on-the-Lake,
Ontario; Lincoln Joseph
Grebenc, Ottawa, Ontario;
and Sharon Bruder, Guelph,
Ontario.”

What might confuse

readers, says Bruder, is that
the two Grebencs, who are
featured in the same book,
live miles away from each
other.

She and her husband are
also featured in the story —
Georgia and Lincoln are at
their grandparents’ house,
trimming their Christmas
tree.

Georgias father, An-
drew, grew up in NOTL,
and his cousin Alex, Lin-
coln’s father, in Ottawa.

Stephanie and Jennifer
Grebenc are from Guelph,
but Jennifer moved to
NOTL and married An-
drew, and when Alex came
for a visit, met Stephanie,
who was at Brock Universi-
ty at the time.

“Two  sisters
two  cousins,
Bruder.

The joke in the family is
that Georgia now has a little
sister, and Lincoln has a lit-
tle brother.

“He’s just going to have
to write another book about
a little girl and boy so they
can be in it,” says Jennifer.

married
explains
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Sounds of Christmas is dedicated to Georgia Grebenc, her cousin Lincoln and her grand-
mother. (Photo supplied)
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Local author wins literary marathon

Penny Coles
The Local

There’s a reason it’s called a
marathon.

Sharon Frayne spent 72
hours this summer feverish-
ly writing more than 40,000
words in a competition that
offered her a chance at being
taken on by a literary agent
and an inside track to a Cana-
dian publishing house.

She knew it would require
strength, both physical and
mental, and a great deal of
preparation, but she felt her
time had come to take a stab
atit.

And she was right. A pub-
lished author and a member
of the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Writers Circle, Frayne came
first in the category of fic-
tion for young adults in the
Muskoka Novel Marathon in
Huntsville this July.

The competition was
founded 18 years ago to sup-

port the Muskoka Literacy
Council, and now also funds
the area YMCA literary pro-
grams, a cause which is entic-
ing to writers.

The prize is also a strong
attraction — a win helps
shortcut the traditional path
to having a book published.

“Its so difficult to even
have your book looked at by
a publishing company,” says
Frayne.

The setting of her novel,
A Chain of Broken Hearts,
moves from Huntsville to Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake and back
to the Muskoka town, two
communities that have much
in common.

While Huntsville is situ-
ated in cottage country, it has
also won awards for being
friendly and welcoming, is a
high-ranked tourist destina-
tion and a Communities in
Bloom winner.

But for Frayne, the com-
mon denominator that made

her want to incorporate both
as the background for her
story is her love of both areas,
and the role they have played
in her life.

She grew up in Niagara,
but from her earliest years
summered with her family in
Muskoka.

Although she left for a ca-
reer in education — she taught
high school visual arts and En-
glish, and then became a prin-
cipal at a Halton high school
— when she retired, she came
back to Niagara to rejoin her
family, she said.

When Frayne was a baby,
her parents bought a place
just outside Bala, in Muskoka,
which became her second
home. “My heart has always
been very close to that area,
she said.

She and her husband, Bill
French now divide their time
between NOTL and a cottage
south of Rosseau, on Dys-
on Lake. “These are two of

the most beautiful places in
the world. How can you beat
them as a setting for a novel?;
says Frayne.

Living on the edge of Rye
Park also is an important in-
fluencing factor in her novel.

Her last book, Caught be-
tween the Walls, is a collection
of short stories, mostly fiction
but based on local historical
events and characters. One of
the stories is about Maria Rye
and Our Western Home, the
orphanage for young girls that
was operated from a build-
ing of the former courthouse,
where Rye Street Heritage
Park is now.

Sept. 28 is now recognized
as National British Home
Child Day, and this year the
150th anniversary was com-
memorated. But although the
story of British children com-
ing to Canada is fairly well
publicized, the history of the
building where it all began is
not generally known to the
public, says Frayne,

It is also the setting for
the famous story of Solomon
Moseby, who played such a
significant role in early lo-
cal and national history — it
was from that same building
that he escaped in 1837, as
a Kentucky slave owner was
attempting to reclaim him,
accusing him of being a horse
thief.

Rye purchased the former
courthouse building in 1868,
and turned it into a facility
for girls who were brought
from England, either because
they were orphans or their
parents were unable to look
after them. Some of the girls
were adopted, but most were
trained to work as household
servants or clerks in stores.
Almost 4,000 girls were relo-
cated through the home, says
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Sharon Frayne, photographed in Muskoka, hopes to have
her book published. (Heather Douglas)

Frayne, and some girls’ lives
were dramatically improved,
others suffered abuse.

Before writing that earlier
short story, Frayne did a great
deal of research on the subject
of Maria Rye and the children
she brought to Canada, which
helped her to flesh out the tale
she told in the novel she wrote
during the marathon.

Without giving too much
away, she describes a pres-
ent-day school field trip for a
group of Huntsville Grade 8
students, who travel to NOTL.

But because of a situation
that befalls one of the girls,
she ends up living in the past,
in the group home that was
established by Rye in 1869.
Life for the main character
becomes very different from
anything she has experienced
up to that point, until she is
able to return to Huntsville in
the present, says Frayne.

It is her background in ed-

ucation that made her choose
to write both Caught between
the Walls and A Chain of Bro-
ken Hearts as historical fiction
for young adults, she says.

She wanted the books to
teach students something
about Canadian history that
isn’t well-covered in the school
curriculum, while at the same
time giving young people
something they could relate
to.

“I wanted to show the kids
of today what life was like for
those girls who were sold as
indentured students. When I
wrote it, I was trying to picture
what it would have been like
for those young girls, com-
pared to today”

It was also an opportuni-
ty to show young adults that
life for immigrants to Canada
is nothing new, “that immi-
grants have been coming to

Continued on page 11
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Erayne has six weeks to polish book

Continued from page 10

Canada for a long time, and
conditions have been hard for
them for a long time. People
have come here from different
situations, but everyone has
come from somewhere”

A Chain of Broken Hearts
is aimed at students in Grades
7,8and 9, but could lead to se-
quels about the same group of
students as they go on to high
school, to appeal to older kids
and adults, says Frayne.

surprising, such as the sug-
gestion from one woman that
she wanted her character to be
pregnant.

Although Frayne’s first
reaction was this was go-
ing to be a challenge in a
story about young girls
on a school field trip, “it
gave me a real impetus
to think about the plot”
Since some of the girls
who came to Niagara in
the 1800s were raped, the
pregnancy became an im-
portant feature of the story.

EE Life is short.

If you have

some burning goal, you have to
grab it by the horns and go
with it, and I'm glad | did. 3)

Sharon Frayne

In the six months leading
up to the writing marathon,
she says she put other aspects
of her life on hold while she
concentrated on preparing
for the words she would write
during her 72 hours in the
Muskoka contest.

In addition to the re-
search she had already done
for the historic context, she
developed a plot — the most
important part of the story —
and the characters.

Since fundraising is an
essential part of entering the
contest, she asked her fellow
members of the Writers' Cir-
cle for donations, promising
she would use their names in
her book in return for $100 for
Muskoka literacy projects.

She also asked each of
the donors to describe their
namesakes  characteristics.
Some of those answers were

“My years of working in
schools helped a lot. I've been
on 12 Grade 8 field trips, and
travelled with a high school
band. I do know how kids can
act on these trips. Things don't
always go smoothly — some-
thing always happens”

She also drew on what she
remembered about some of
the kids she taught, and knew
well. “That made it really fun
to write, and I think it helped
to bring a richness to it, that
I could picture these kids, as
well as the quirky details some
of the people in NOTL wanted
me to write about”

Armed with an interest-
ing,  thoroughly-developed
story stored in her head, and
the one page of notes each of
the 40 writers were allowed to
take with them into the writ-
ing room at the Active Living
Centre in Huntsville — in

the building that was the site
of the G8 Summit in 2010 —
Frayne felt confident she was
as prepared as she could be.

Her notes contained
enough details about the plot,
characters and dates to keep
her on track, she says.

“I think that’s probably one
of the reasons I was successful.
I had the story in my head —
I just had to get it out. Some
people can sit down and write
from scratch, but thats not the
way I work”

She had contemplated en-
tering the competition in past
years, but never felt her writ-
ing was quite at the level she
wanted it to be.

After retirement, with
more time to give to her craft,
she worked very hard on her
writing. “Tt didn't come as eas-
ily as I thought it would. I took
all kinds of courses, entered a
lot of writing competitions,
and in the last six months, I
started to do well. I felt T had
hit my stride”

So, with confidence, she
prepared for the competition.

“Life is short. If you have
some burning goal, you have
to grab it by the horns and go
with it, and I'm glad I did”

She also knew she would have
to be strong to combat the gru-
elling task of getting her words
down quickly in an intense,
sleep-deprived environment.

Despite being the oldest
of the writers who surround-
ed her for 72 hours, she felt
she handled the physical and
mental strain well.

She had set up a cot in a
hallway of the building, and
while some fell asleep at their
computers, when she thought
she would pass out, she took
short naps on the cot — catch-
ing about two to three hours
“of very broken sleep” each of
the two nights.

She took short breaks to
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On Saturday evening, the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake joined more than 100 landmarks
and venues throughout Canada and the UK in Beacons of Light, a tribute to mark the 150th
anniversary of the first arrival of British Home Children to Canada. Writer Sharon Frayne,
was in Rye Park to see the plague commemorating Maria Rye and Our Western Home lit
up. There she met Mary Arnold of St. Catharines, whose mother was a British Home Child,
brought to Canada in 1912 to a settlement home in Peterborough. (Bill French)

get food she could eat while
she worked, and outside of
her two naps, she says, “when
I really felt I was on the verge
of collapse, I went outside and
jumped in the Muskoka River
to wake up”

Emotionally, it was tough,
she says. She broke down a
few times on the last day —
the subject matter of the sto-
ry was difficult, and she was
exhausted. It took her several
days to recuperate. But she has
no regrets. She is confident
she told a good story, and the
comments from the judges re-
inforced that.

“T hope you go forward and
get this novel published,” said
one judge. Her story was de-
scribed as “powerful,” with “re-
ally sympathetic characters; and
a style that is “clean and crisp”

She won the competition
against some very accom-
plished, published writers, and
now she has six weeks to pol-
ish what she wrote.

She is promised at least
that a literary agent will put it
before a Canadian publisher,
although there is no guarantee
it will be accepted for printing.

If it isn't, she won't give up.
Its a novel she hopes and ex-

pects will resonate with young
teens who are feeling alone, and
going through difficult times.

“Many children at that age
have a lot of the same angst
and concern as the main char-
acter. Like her, young people
have a lot of mixed emotions,
all kinds of issues to face, and
are trying to fit in. I wanted
young people to identity with
what she is going through. I
wanted her to have this in-
credible experience, and come
out of it stronger at the other
end,” says Frayne.

“Its a novel Id want my
granddaughter to read”
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Rotary fashion show to help eradicate polio

Penny Coles
The Local

Polio is close to being
eradicated, thanks to the ef-
forts of the Rotary Interna-
tional campaign, but there are
still a small number of cases
each year in difficult-to-reach
areas, and some money is
needed for more vaccinations
before being able to declare
polio has disappeared for
good.

The Rotary Club of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake is organiz-

ing a Fall Fashion Show to
support the End Polio Now
campaign.

Rotary has been working
to eradicate polio for more
than 30 years, and has made
incredible progress in the
fight to rid the world of it for-
ever. As a founding partner of
the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative, Rotary has helped
to reduce polio cases by more
than 99.9 per cent.

“Rotary International is
absolutely committed to see-
ing it through,” says Lynne

LeGallais, one of the fashion
show organizers.

The Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation matches
Rotary proceeds for polio
eradication with $2 for each
$1 raised, she says.

Pamela Wilson, a local
Rotary member who con-
tracted polio as a young girl,
will speak at the fashion show.

She explains that there are
two countries that have had
polio cases in the last three
years: Pakistan and Afghani-
stan.

To declare those coun-
tries polio-free, there have to
have been three years with no
reported cases. In Pakistan,
there were four cases in 2016,
none in 2017, and none in
2018.

“We have to hope there
are none this year;” says Wil-
son.

Afghanistan had 13 cases
in 2016, 14 in 2017 and 21 last
year.

“Both have high moun-
tain ranges, with nomadic
people crossing borders;”

Ann Cosford of Bella Grace, and Rotary member Pamela Wilson, model store fashions in preparation for the fundraising fashion
show. Cosford, 80, has managed the store since it opened. Red is one of the popular colours this fall, she says. (Penny Coles)

PenFinancial
Credit Union

explains Wilson. “There are
vaccinations being carried
out, but some children are be-
ing missed”

There are refrigerated
trucks and volunteers from
those countries going into
the mountains to vaccinate,
as well as a laboratory truck
to help track down where the
polio virus is in the water and
eliminate it, she says.

Wilson was five years old
when she contracted polio in
1953. That year, families from
Toronto were taking their
children to Lake Simcoe, to
escape the polio outbreak.
For Wilson, it was too late —
she spent three months in the
Hospital for Sick Children in
Toronto, alone and afraid,
separated from her parents.
There were no visitors al-
lowed.

She remembers vividly
having the very high fever
that accompanies the dis-
ease, which attacks muscles,
and the long rehabilitation
in Thistletown, an area of To-
ronto, where she stayed for
almost a year surrounded by
other children also recovering
from polio.

The vaccine came to Can-
ada the following year, she
says.

“Polio is preventable,” says
Wilson. “We just have to make
sure even in this country that
children are vaccinated”

The Fall Fashion Show

will take place on Sunday,
Oct. 20, from 12 p.m. to 2:30
p-m. at the newly renovated
Gate House Hotel on Queen
Street.

LeGallais says the Rota-
ry Club is partnering with
Joy Kassai-Molon of Queen
Streets Bella Grace Bou-
tique, which is arranging the
fashion show, and Steven
Treadwell, who is providing
a three-course lunch at the
Gate House.

The lunch includes spar-
kling, white and red wine,
and tea and coffee.

The fashion show features
the Joseph Ribkoff fall and
winter collection, with hats
provided by Beau Chapeau,
says LeGallais.

“There is no runway —
models will be weaving their
way through the tables, so we
can feel the fabric and see the
designs up close. It makes it
very approachable”

Lord Mayor Betty Disero,
an active Rotary member, will
be the Master of Ceremonies.

Rotary member Jeannie
Manning and  Scandina-
vian exchange student Frida
Neilsen will be among those
modelling Bella Grace fash-
ions.

“We are thrilled Frida will
be able to take part in the
show;” says LeGallais.

Tickets are $80, and are
available at Bella Grace Bou-
tique, 118 Queen St.
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Each and every day,
Niagara-on-the-Lake Fire
& Emergency Services vol-
unteer firefighters provide
exceptional service to the
residents and visitors of our
beautiful town. Whether it
is responding to calls at any
hour of the day, participat-
ing in training, inspecting
and maintaining equip-
ment, or delivering public
education programs, our
volunteers  continuously
demonstrate their profes-
sionalism and commitment
to our community.

I would like to thank The
NOTL Local for ensuring
that our local volunteer fire-
fighters are recognized for
their significant contribution
to the community, and their
interest in covering Fire Pre-
vention Week 2019.

This years Fire Preven-
tion Week theme is “Not Ev-
ery Hero Wears a Cape. Plan
and Practice Your Escape!”
When the smoke alarms
sound, everyone must know
where to go - that is why it is
so important for everyone to
have working smoke alarms

and to develop and practice
a home fire escape plan. In
the event of a fire, you may
only have seconds to escape
your home. Practice your
home fire escape plan and
make sure everyone can get
out safely.

In August of this year,
our organization suffered an
incredible loss of a 34-year
member, Captain Michael
Vriens. Captain Vriens’ line-
of-duty-death was a result
of an illness that was direct-
ly related to his service as a
volunteer firefighter in our

community. Sadly, Mike’s
illness highlights the risks
faced by our firefighters on
any given day.

As  Thanksgiving ap-
proaches, and we gather with
family and friends, I would
like to express my gratitude
for the incredible work that
our volunteer firefighters do
every day. They are moms
and dads, brothers, sisters,
sons and daughters. They are
committed to their commu-
nity, and to each other.

Nick Ruller
Fire Chief & CEMC

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Jay Plato - Acting Deputy Chief,
Nick Ruller - Fire Chief,
Brad Disher - Fire Prevention Officer,
Dave Ignatczyk - Training Officer,

Matt van der Zalm - Administrative Assistant

VOLUNTZ2R FIREFISHT

Message from the Fire Chief: We salute our Volunteer Firefighters

Stopping for
flashing green
lights a courtesy

Penny Coles
The Local

There are still residents
of Niagara-on-the-Lake
who aren’t sure what
flashing green lights mean
when they see them in a
private vehicle, says Fire
Chief Nick Ruller.

You don't legally have to
pull over, as you do for fire
trucks, ambulances and po-
lice, but if it’s safe to pull over,
it's considered an aid to our lo-
cal volunteer firefighters who
are in their personal vehicle

on their way to an emergen-
cy situation. Provincial leg-
islation allows firefighters
to display a flashing green
light when responding to
emergencies.

Adoption of its use
is strictly voluntary by
Ontario municipalities.
According to the legis-
lation, the purpose of
flashing green lights is
to help other drivers
recognize a firefighter
en-route to an emergen-
cy and be courteous and
yield the right-of-way.

. We are so proud of our
Volunteer Firefighters!
Thank you for all you do!
26 Queen Street, NOTL

905.468.1950
niagaraonthelake.com

to our local Firefighters for all your hard work and dedication keeping NOTL safe!

224 Regent St., NOTL 905.468.3411 | angel-inn.com
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VOLUNTZ2R FIREFIGFITERS
NOTL department loses committed volunteer

Penny Coles
The Local

The  Niagara-on-the-
Lake Fire Department lost
one of their most commit-
ted volunteers this year, a
firefighter who made a huge
impact on the department,
and is still mourned by
those who knew him.

Michael ~ Vriens  was
a life-long resident and
strong supporter of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, both as an
employee of the Town roads
department for 35 years, and
a dedicated volunteer fire-
fighter for almost that long,
reaching the rank of captain
wth Station 1, the Old Town
department.

He died July 27 at Hos-
pice Niagara, after a coura-
geous seven-year battle with
cancer.

The impact Vriens has
had on the department
and the community “is not
defined by one single act;
says Fire Chief Nick Ruller,
who spoke at the funeral
service that was held in the
Old Town firehall, “rather
34 years of purposeful and
meaningful  interactions,
leaving an incredible void
in our lives”

Ruller first met Vriens
more than 20 years ago, on a
winter day on Concession 6.

“He stopped for us in the

Town truck to help pull our car
out of the ditch during a winter
storm,” said Ruller.

Stopping to help someone
was not unusual for Vriens,
said his brother John — he
was always ready to help
someone in need.

When Ruller joined the
Old Town fire station just out
of high school, where Vriens
was one of the captains, Ruller
got to know him better.

“Mike’s ability to influence
and connect with firefighters
and officers is what made him
one of the most esteemed of-
ficers in the department,” he
said.

When Vriens’ illness pre-
vented him from answering
fire calls, he continued to
attend  association meet-
ings, Monday night training,
Christmas parties for the
kids, and fundraising events,
said Ruller, who often saw
Vriens’ bicycle at the entrance
to the Anderson Lane station,
where he would leave it be-
fore heading over to the com-
munity centre to work out
at the fitness studio. Vriens
wasn't about to let his illness
get the better of him, Ruller
said. “He demonstrated in-
credible courage as he fought
for years, setting an example
of what true bravery is”

John Vriens remembers
his youngest brother as some-
one who loved his hometown.

The family lived first on Gate
Street and then Butler. Mike
went to St. Vincent de Paul,
St. Michael and then Niagara
District Secondary School,
and took other courses on his
own time to improve his skills,
including programs on road
management and firefighting.

“He never wanted to leave
town. He loved it right to the
end,” said John.

Six and a half years ago,
Mike developed glioblastoma
multiforme, a cancer that af-
fects the brain, and the same
kind that took the life of Gord
Downie of the Tragically Hip,
said John, a retired firefighter
from the City of St. Catharines
who developed an interest in
firefighting as a career when
he volunteered in the NOTL
department.

It's also one of the cancers
listed by the provincial WSIB
as an occupational disease for
firefighters, although, John
said, safety procedures have
been greatly enhanced in re-
cent decades.

After Mike became too
sick to work or drive, he asked
John to take him for drives
around town. “He just want-
ed to see how the town was
changing.” John said.

Mike’s brother-in-law, Di-
eter Unruh, recalled that Mike
would ask to turn around once
they reached the floral clock
on the Niagara River Parkway.

“Why? We realized this was
the turnaround point for town
vehicles, because this is where
NOTL ends. There was just no
need to go any farther”

Both Mike’s brother and
brother-in-law spoke of him
as a friendly, outgoing guy
who would love to talk to
people, often about the histo-
ry of the town.

“He used to ride his bike
around town, said John, “and
we would joke that he never got
anywhere. He was always stop-
ping to talk to so many people”

“Mike was the guy who
was always willing to help. He
was a part of many projects and
events,” said Unruh. “He was wit-
ty, had a great sense of humour,
and a special smirk that was
always there when he thought
something was really funny”

Although he was loved
and respected by fellow fire-
fighters, it was a two-way
street, said John.

“He loved the service, the
people he worked with. He
loved the camaraderie of the
fire department. He loved
sharing his skills and knowl-
edge with others”

And he was courageous to
the end, said John.

“People who knew him
wouldn't be surprised by that. He
was brave fighting fires, and he
was brave fighting the disease”

“He is one of the most
beloved and respected pub-

Mike Vriens

lic servants that we have ever
had,” said Ruller. “His service
spoke for itself. He didn't do
it to be recognized by others,
but the reality is that he was
recognized for his leadership,
and he deserved it”

He is greatly missed by
his family; daughter Riah and
partner Ryan, brother Gary
and his wife Nancy, sister

NOTL firefighters support MD Canada

For more than 65 years,
firefighters across the country
have participated in Fill the
Boot, a fundraising campaign
in support of Muscular Dys-
trophy Canada.

This year, Niagara-on-
the-Lake firefighters raised al-
most $10,000 for their Fill the
Boot campaign, which is held
the same day as the Peach
Celebration on Queen Street.

Local firefighters presented
a cheque for $9,936 recently, in
support of the programs and
services of the MD association.

The partnership between
the agency and firefighters is a

long-standing tradition, helping
to generate revenue and raise
awareness about neuromuscu-
lar disorders, and the need for
funding to support programs
and services for individuals and
families. Firefighters, says the
Muscular Dystrophy Canada
organization, are their largest
network of supporters.

The goal of Muscular Dys-
trophy Canada is to raise $100
million by 2020, as a total since
firefighters’ support began in
1954, says Carrie Fisher, manag-
er of firefighter relations. “Our
founders approached firefight-
ers for support, and they an-

Bringing neighbours and
firefighters together

Members of the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake Fire Depart-
ment want to sit down for a
chat with their neighbours.

They are inviting residents
to join them at McDonalds,
Monday, Oct. 7, from 9 a.m.
to 11 am., “for coffee and
conversation. No agendas or
speeches, just a chance to ask

questions, voice concerns
and get to know the fire-
fighters in your neighbour-
hood,” says a release from
the fire department.

Those who meet with
firefighters at McDonald’s
on Niagara Stone Road
Monday morning can en-
joy a free small coftee.

swered the call for help, raising
over $200,000 to fund our first
research projects. Since then,
firefighters have continued to
raise money for our organiza-
tion, pledging ‘until theres a
cure, there’s us’ This year marks
our 65thyear of partnership, and
we are so proud of all we've ac-
complished together”

More than $91 million has
been raised to date, she says,
with about 600 fire departments
across Canada hosting an event
or giving a donation to the MD
association each year.

“Money raised goes towards
programs and research that sup-
port our mission to enhance the
lives of those affected by a neu-
romuscular disorder, including
families in the Niagara Region,’
says Fisher.

Volunteer firefighters of
Station 1 in the Old Town be-
gan supporting the Fill the Boot
campaign in 1971, says local
volunteer Vic Martens.

Theyve been on Queen
Street the same Saturday in Au-
gust ever since, and have raised
$280,100 to date.

When the Peach Celebration
began closing off Queen Street
on the same day as the local boot

drive, firefighters weren't sure
what to expect, but it turned out
to be an advantage for the fund-
raiser, says Martens, with more
people, both local and visitors,
on the street that day.

Each end of the street has

volunteer firefighters out filling
their boots, and while the fund-
raiser began with just Station 1
volunteers, its now expanding to
include all stations, says Martens.

It takes about 20 to 25 vol-
unteers to man the boots, some

Corinne and her husband
Dieter, brother John and his
wife Susan, Carol and her
son Kevin. Ashley, Steve,
Brandon, Nicole, Matthew,
Kayla, Jonathan, Cassandra,
Kyle, Noah, Westin, and
Hannah remember Uncle
Michael fondly. His large
extended family misses him
dearly.

who are there for the entire
day, others who put in as
much time as they can.

“It’s the middle of sum-
mer, and there’s a lot going
on, so we can use all the
help we can get”

Niagara-on-the-Lake volunteer firefighters present a cheque for almost $10,000 to Mus-

cular Dystrophy Canada. (Fred Mercnik)
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DISTRICT ]

— OLD TOWN —

d

DISTRICT 1 - OLD TOWN
(Names not in order) Mike Mitchell - Captain, Jason Edgecombe - Lieutenant, Firefighters: Steve Baxter,
Jeremy Froese, Dan Gordon, Mike Hassim, Ray Hunter, Todd Loney, Vic Martens, Jim Maw, Mark Polgrabia,
Natasha Theobald, Adam Ward, Jason Williams (All district photos by Fred Mercnik)
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Nancy Bailey, Private Office Advisor, Broker
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376 Mary St., Niagara-on-the-Lake
nancy.bailey @evrealestate.com | 905-371-4234
nancybailey.evrealestate.com

109 Queen Street 905-468 3205
www.notlrealty.com
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111c Unit 2,
Garrison Village Dr.,
NOTL
905.468.4000
thegarrisonhouse.ca

431 Mississauga Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake 905-468-2236
www.zoomleisure.com
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DISTRICT 2
— ST.DAVIDS —

DISTRICT 2 - ST. DAVIDS
Darren Trostenko - District Chief, Dave Rigby - Assistant District Chief, Dave Ignatczyk - Captain,
Derek Rooney - Lieutenant, Firefighters: Colin Hunter, Rick Ignatczyk, Stan Lament, Steve Lebrasseur, Rick
Legros, Rob MacLeod, Keith Morley, Mark Newman, Greg Pillitteri, Steve Roy, Maddie Skubel,
Eric Trostenko, Milan Vujovich (Names not in order)

RAVINEVINEYARD s

WITH ESTATE WINERY 905.262.8463
SINCERE
‘Creek Road Painty
o oun 1573 Four Mile Creek Rd, Virgil
905.468.2412
BRAVE FIBEVI{IGHT»ERS Follow us on @ © # up a creek

Thanks for keeping
our community safe!

Thank you to all of our courageous Volunteer
Firefighters for your dedication to our community!

365 Four Mile Creek Road, St. Davids
905-262-6600 | stdavidscoldstorage.com
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DISTRICT 3

— VIRGIL —

DISTRICT 3 - VIRGIL
Rick Gray - District Chief, Jim Neufeld - Assistant District Chief, Rob Read - Captain, Darryl Janzen - Lieutenant,
Jim Reschke - Lieutenant, Firefighters: Rob Anderson, Henry Boese, Aaron Cherney, Brad Disher, Jason Disher,
Rod Falk, Dean Filipetti, Hendrik Heikoop, Rob Konkle, Jason Meleskie, Derek Merza, Richard Moore, Jason
Plut, Jason Reynolds, Vito Trapani, Carson Tucker, Matt van der Zalm, Jeremy Werner (Names not in order)

ROYALLEPAGE
T

NRC Realty, Brokerage. Independently Owned & Operated

Caring for your car
is our business.

%zkyau
to ows Usave
Tirefighress!

9 Walker Road,Virgil

Helen Mosca Aaron Cherney

Office: 905-468-4214 Office: 905-468-4214
Direct: 905-650-5669 Direct: 905-401-7915
helenmosca@royallepage.ca  aaronc@royallepage.ca

aaroncherney.com | f ¥ & AaronCherney

SALES HOTLINE 1-800-563-0196
or 905-468-2145
1537 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, ON

Firefighters save more than
homes, they save hearts,
memories and dreams.

Thank you to our amazing

Volunteer Firefighters
from the

YTRGIL BUSINESS

1630 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil, Ontario
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DIS l' RICT 4

— QUEENSTON -

DISTRICT 4 - QUEENSTON
Dave Jones - Assistant District Chief, George Vandermeer - Captain, Firefighters: Braeden Bilinsky, Jared Bilinsky,
Crispin Bottomley, Peter Cox, Lucas Devries, Frank Digweed, Colin Dodd, Josh Fast, Tanner Ferguson, Rob Glass,
Ken Hernder, Bill Maartense, Deralyn MacKenzie, Tom Mussari, Louie Prue, Dylan Skubel (Names not in order)

- TIRES - SUSPENSION
- BRAKES - OIL CHANGES
= EXHAUST
o |
CAUGHILL AUTO Thank you to all our Volunteer Firefighters!

143 Front Street, Niagara-on-the-Lake . d. Vireil
905.468.3424 | tloolf 256 EAST WEST LINE, VIRGIL 1501 Niagara Stone Rd, Virgi
STRO notigoll.com 905-934-1941 905-468-7241 | silkscountrykitchen.com

A special Hours: Monday to Saturday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
SEAWAY Vit oo

ﬂ” Niagara-on-the-Lake
— 905-934-5066

to all of our
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DISTRICT 5 - GLENDALE

Cameron Degrow - District Chief, Leo Visser - Assistant Fire Chief, Sean Ferguson - Lieutenant,
Scott Maxwell - Lieutenant, Firefighters: Tyler Bessey, Graham Bettes, Alistair Harlond, Kevin Hnatiw,
Brenda Lowes, Lorenzo Mazzuca, Ken Petrunick, Lyle Renaud, Andrew Stuart (Names not in order)

Thonk you for your service!

Revel Realty Inc. Brokerage
905-357-1700 (office)

Your Neighbour
Andrew Perrie

Sales Representative

905-380-6702 (cell) andrew@revelrealty.ca

Thank yyou for keeping
our communily safe!

40 Lakeshore Road, R.R. #5,
Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON LOS 1J0

905-646-8085 or Toll Free: 1-866-677-4717
www.lakeviewvineyardequipment.com

%ﬂég&w to owe

wonderful Clolwnteera s

Keep your loved ones safe with our
carbon monoxide detectors and smoke alarms.

700 Penner St., Virgil
905.468.3242 | pennerbuildingcentre.com

Thank you to our

amazing Volunteer Firefighters!

benchviewfarms@gmail.com

Shank yow b owh amaiung
7(2/ %6 5 Let us host your

to book your Holiday Party with Hilton! this season; we do

the planning while
you enjoy a perfect

escape away in
ot

~the-Lutke.

With over 3000 sq footage of meeting and event space, we are the
perfect winter wonderland to host your event. With our excellent
onsite catering menu and beautiful venue space and accommodations
the Hilton Garden Inn has it all. We are minutes away from downtown
Niagara-on-the-Lake and only 15 minutes away from Niagara Falls.

Not into a large function? Join us in our lobby restaurant open for
breakfast and dinner and available for private bookings for smaller
groups under 20.

Please contact our sales department for all booking inquiries.
Cheers!

Hilton

Hilton Garden Inn Niagara-on-the-Lake
500 York Road

Sandra Fraser, Director of Sales

905 704 9805
Sandra.fraser2@hilton.com
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Debi Pratt given lifetime achievement award

Contribution to wine industry
recognized by Women in Niagara

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
Debi Pratt will be honoured
at the Women in Business
Awards for her 40-plus years
of achievement in the wine
industry.

The woman who, along-
side Donald Ziraldo and Karl
Kaiser, was a pioneer in the
development of the Niagara,
Ontario and Canadian wine
industries, is the recipient of
the 2019 Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award.

The awards recognize
women for their accomplish-
ments in business, leadership
and contributions to the Ni-
agara community. The orga-
nizer and host of the event is
the Greater Niagara Cham-
ber of Commerce (GNCC),
through its Women in Niag-
ara (WIN) Council.

When she answered the
call from Mishka Balsom,
president of the GNCC,
Pratt says she was stunned
and, yes, a little speechless.
Aware of the achievements
of the most recent women to
receive the award, Betty-Lou
Souter and Margie Spence,
Pratt says it is a true hon-
our to be mentioned in their
company.

Now retired from her role
in marketing and public rela-
tions with Inniskillin Wines,
then Vincor and Constel-
lation Brands, Debi reflects
on her years working with
Ziraldo and Kaiser in the
nascent local industry, as the
trio pushed hard to convince
the world that Niagara could
produce excellent, world
class wines.

In 1974, Debi Pratt was
an elementary school teach-
er, working at the old Brock-
view School, located at Line
3 and Concession 1, where
the Croation Hall currently
sits. She spent 11 years there.
When that school closed,
Pratt followed the staff and
students to Laura Secord
Memorial School in Queen-
ston, where she taught for
another five years.

Along the way, she met,
and began dating, Donald
Ziraldo, just as he and Kaiser
were beginning to explore
the possibilities of growing
vinifera grapes in Niagara.

“I would sit and listen to
them talking about the wine
industry;” she says, “and I
found it fascinating, and
refreshing. I knew nothing
about it, but quickly became
eager to learn more”

As a teacher, her sum-
mers off allowed her to begin
helping out in the nursery.
As the winery grew, she be-
gan to take on a bigger role.
“What I learned is that Don-
ald and T worked so well in
business that we forgot about

the dating part”

Against her father’s wish-
es, Pratt decided to leave the
teaching profession and in-
stead work for Inniskillin full
time. It was a leap of blind
faith, inspired by the out-
sized personalities of the two
men, whom she calls “polar
opposites”

Ziraldo was the agrono-
mist, experienced in viticul-
ture, while Kaiser was the
technical one, a knowledge-
able winemaker, who could
talk about anything and ev-
erything. Pratt found her
niche in sales and marketing,
but credits her 16 years in the
classroom as the key to her
success in business.

‘I found that I had a
million transferrable skills.
What I learned as a teacher
is very applicable to business.
Marketing people need to
understand that they need to
educate the consumer. You're
not selling them a bottle of
wine and telling them how
it’s going to change their life.
You're helping them under-
stand why they might like it,
or why they might not like it”

The core challenge in those
days was fighting against the
stigma that Canada couldn't
produce wines to compete
against those produced in Eu-
rope. Pratt said much of her
time was spent teaching peo-
ple exactly why we could grow
good grapes here.

She remembers those
early days, at events where
she would hear people dis-
parage Canadian wines. She
borrowed a line from the
Ford Motor Company, as
she would approach people
and say “excuse me, but have
you tried a Canadian wine
lately?” It wasn't an aggres-
sive approach, but one that
drew upon her teaching ex-
perience, as she would gently
coax naysayers into trying
wines that they otherwise
would have ignored.

As  Inniskillin  found
more and more success, oth-
er wineries began to sprout
up in the area. Pratt was in-
strumental in bringing them
together to work toward a
common cause. The “Group
of Seven Wineries” in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake was formed,
sharing ideas for promot-
ing Niagara as a bonafide
wine-making region, with
Debi spearheading the ef-
forts.

“You can promote your
own winery, she says, “but
you always have to be an am-
bassador for the wine indus-
try as a whole”

Whether it was icewine,
the VQA designation, or
simply increasing Niagara’s
profile across the country
and beyond, Pratt says work-
ing together as an industry
was, and continues to be, a

key element for success.

Pratt, Ziraldo and Kaiser
pioneered other partnerships
along the way. Today; it’s sec-
ond nature for wineries to
work with chefs, sommeliers
and front-line staff in restau-
rants and hotels, in an effort
to improve the entire dining
experience. But that wasn't
always the case, and Pratt
says it was an important fac-
tor in the expansion of the
industry.

Nicole Regehr, spokes-
person for the Women in
Business Awards, says she
was surprised Pratt had not
already received their Life-
time Achievement Award.
“Debi was a really obvious
choice,” says Regehr. “Previ-
ous winners were all pioneers
in their fields, and Debi Pratt
really fits that mould. It was a
unanimous decision for our
commiittee this year.”

The Women in Niagara
Council's mandate is to pro-
vide opportunities for wom-
en in business, whether it be
through mentorship or edu-
cation.

Thats a role Pratt has
embraced since her retire-
ment in 2014. She decided to
retire, she says, because for
so long she really never had
any time for herself. But even
today, she is very eager to
continue giving of her time
to help others move forward
and “grab the baton”

“Tve taken on more of
an advisory role;” says Pratt.
“I'm still there to assist any-
one who needs me. I enjoy
speaking to Brock and Niag-
ara students, and it’s fascinat-
ing to meet with newcomers
to the industry, many who
come in with little business
experience. And 1 dont
charge them for my advice.
I'm not doing it to make
money.

Pratt is heartened by the
progress women have made
in business, particularly in
the wine industry, since her
pioneering days. She points
to the successes of Lydia
Tomek, Sue-Ann Staff, Heidi
Fielding and Meg McGrath,
all heavily involved in all as-
pects of Niagara wineries.

‘T'm inspired by the
women who have stepped up
in hospitality, tourism and
winemaking to help fill in the
parity gap, she says. “They
continue to bring strength,
knowledge and experience
to the industry”

Along with her adviso-
ry efforts, Pratt is a member
of the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Fund Committee, an arm
of the Niagara Community
Foundation. In that role, she
works to bring donations
to the community, putting
funds into local organiza-
tions such as Red Roof Re-
treat and Bravo Niagaral.

As she prepares to deliver
her acceptance speech, Pratt
wants to ensure she does her
homework. She sees the op-
portunity to address the at-
tendees at the luncheon as a
huge responsibility.

“I want to be clear with
my messaging that the les-
sons I learned can help those
coming up. I am being given
a platform to share the tools
and strategies that worked
for me. I want to provide
strong advice for those wom-

\We’ve Moved up the

1573 Four

Debi Pratt (Photo supplied)

en who are coming up and
in the midst of creating new
businesses.

“People like Shannon
Passero are great examples.
Women who do their home-
work, and go above and be-
yond to give back to their
community. I want to be sure
to recognize others who are
doing it right in today’s busi-
ness world, which is a much
different one than the one I
came up in”

Forever a teacher, wheth-

Mile Cree

er in the classroom, in the
wine industry, or as a mentor
to other business people, it's
clear Pratt looks forward to
educating those in the audi-
ence at the Women in Busi-
ness Awards, as she accepts
the honour that seems made
for her.

The Women in Business
Awards will be held Friday,
Nowv. 8, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m,, at
the Niagara Falls Marriott on
the Falls. Tickets are available
through eventbrite.ca.

e Creek 10

k Rd, Virgil
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Jack Hunter’s daughter, Laurie Hunter-Rees, donated some of her father’s medals and photos for the museum display. (Randy Klaassen)

Veteran Jack Hunter remembered in museum exhibit

Randy Klaassen
Special to The Local

The late Jack Hunter, a
Second World War veteran,
is featured in an exhibit at The

Niagara Military Museum.

‘C Force - The Hong
Kong Story, which opened
Saturday, is an initiative of
Eugene Labiuk, the muse-
um’s director of research and

archives. It is intended as a
means of featuring the volun-
teers of the Niagara Peninsula
who served in Hong Kong.
Hunter, a life-long res-
ident of Virgil, served as

Feature your business in our

* GREAT FOOD
* GREAT TIMES
* GREAT PEOPLE
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA
* CRAFT BEER

905-468-8808 |

Grand Opening Party

FRIDAY, JANUARY
25TH- 11 AM

Live Entertainment with
+ LOCAL INGREDIENTs  Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL
BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA
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SPECIALIZING IN
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|
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Businesses outside NOTL contact
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quartermaster on board the
HMCS Prince Robert, which
entered Hong Kong’s Victoria
Harbour in August, 1945, pri-
or to the Japanese surrender.
After hostilities ceased, the
Prince Robert assisted with
returning Canadian prisoners
of war from the conflict back
to Canada.

officer of the Lincoln and
Welland Regiment, at the
opening of the exhibit. He
expressed appreciation to
Labiuk for the seven years of
research, culminating in re-
membering Canada’s military
role in Hong Kong.

While researching Niaga-
ras involvement in Hong Kong,

EE The exhibit is not about
glorifying the war, but
remembering the sacrifices

of the past...

Lt.-Col. Bernard Nehring

“The exhibit is not about
glorifying the war, but re-
membering the sacrifices of
the past that have allowed us
the freedoms we enjoy to-
day” said Lt.-Col. Bernard
Nehring, past commanding

Labiuk came across reference
to Hunter's book, “Quarter-
master Jack, which eventu-
ally led him to a conversation
with Hunter’s daughter, Laurie
Hunter-Rees. Hunter-Rees
was excited to loan memora-

bilia and photos for the exhibit.
“Dad always told people, ‘No-
body would be interested in
what I did during the war} He
would be surprised to see the
interest today, and the recog-
nition his role had in returning
Canadian soldiers home after
the war,” she told those gath-
ered for the opening.

Items of Hunter’s on dis-
play include his sailor’s hat,
with locations and dates of
where the Prince Robert
sailed, and photos — some
issued by the Royal Canadi-
an Navy, and others from his
personal collection.

The exhibit will be on dis-
play until April 2020, at the Ni-
agara Military Museum on Vic-
toria Avenue in Niagara Falls.
Following that, the exhibit will
be on tour to various locations.

Hunter died peaceful-
ly at his home in July 2017,
and was laid to rest at Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake’s Lakeshore
Cemetery.
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InfoHealth session
to talk about family
health teams

Dr. Bill Brown
Special to The Local

Twenty years ago, family
health care was in crisis.

Too few medical students
were entering family practice
to sustain primary care in
Canada. The result in On-
tario was that the chairs of
five university departments
of family health met with the
Province in 2002 to reimag-
ine family practice.

The goal was to coax
more medical students into
primary care by changing
the way family physicians
are funded and care for their
patients. Up to that time,
most health care was deliv-
ered by solo fee-for-service
physicians working out of
their own office with little or
no support staff, except for a
receptionist and a nurse. The
work was lonely, exhaust-
ing and by comparison with
their specialist colleagues,
poorly paid.

The new model offered
to sweeten the pill for pro-
spective family physicians
by offering better remuner-
ation, a collaborative team
model for practice including
several other family physi-
cians, nurse practitioners,
nurses with special expertise
in matters such as diabetes,
cognitive care, psychological
problems, specialist care as
needed for patients and help
in navigating a sometimes
opaque health care system.

From the first, the idea
was to provide a broad range
of services tailored to the
community’s needs, round-
the-clock coverage in some
form, coordination of care,
support for the terminally

ill, and in short, provide for
most of the needs of their pa-
tients.

Most of us are more or
less happy with the FHT
model. However, there are
caveats. FHTs are expensive
- very expensive. After all,
there’s a lot of support staff to
support.

Then theres the matter
of showing that all those
add-on services actually
achieve what they hope to
achieve, or believe they are
achieving. Sometimes there’s
more ‘belief” here than ev-
idence-based medicine to
support the added support.

There’s also the matter of
getting in touch with anyone.
Many patients find it’s hard
to contact their family phy-
sician or a nurse practitioner.
And out-of-hours coverage
has morphed into walk-in
or urgent-care clinics, some-
times scattered all over the
community or by default the
nearest ER.

These and changes to the
way physicians and the FHT
are funded, were the sub-
ject of the first instalment on
the FHT InfoHealth session,
which was well and fairly pre-
sented in June by four McMas-
ter medical students - Hannah
Kearney, Michelle Murdock,
George Hu and Yazid Bha-
thena, and their mentor, Dr.
Jorin Lukings. That material
is still available for viewing on
Cogecos On-Demand service
and worthwhile reviewing be-
fore you come to the second
instalment on the FHT, pre-
sented by the same team on
Wednesday, Oct. 9 at 2 p.m.
in the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Public Library. Plan on being
there.

Dr. Bill Brown
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Paranormal activity surrounds Fort George National Historic Site, and some believe is most powerful in October.

(Photo supplied)

Meet the ghosts of Fort George this fall

Local Staff

In addition to be-
ing one of the prettiest
towns in Canada, Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake is com-
monly referred to as the
most haunted, says Aman-
da Gamble of the Friends
of Fort George.

The most prevalent
tales of paranormal activ-
ity surround Fort George
National Historic Site, says

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Gamble, the executive di-
rector of the Friends.

“There have been hun-
dreds of reports of para-
normal sightings at Fort
George, ranging from the
benevolent spirit of a lit-
tle girl named Sarah Ann
to a more ominous pres-
ence simply known as The
Watcher”

This October, when
some believe “supernatural
forces are most powerful,
and the barrier between

this world and the next is
at its weakest,” Fort George
will be holding its special
Holloween Tours.

The two-hour walk-
ing tour includes stories
too frightening to be told
on the summer tours, and
opens a building, the Offi-
cers’ Quarters, usually off
limits to the Ghost Tour.

Halloween tour dates
are Oct. 11, 12, 13, 18, 19,
20, 25, 26, 27, 30, and 31.

Tickets are $25 per

person and must be pur-
chased in advance. Call the
Friends of Fort George Gift
Shop at 905-468-6621 to
order.

For more information,
call the gift shop or email
giftshop@friendsoffort-
george.ca.

Proceeds from the Fort
George Ghost tours help to
support student summer
employment opportunities
at Fort George and Brock’s
Monument.
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Fluffy and Fay read stories about acceptance and inclusivity to children at the NOTL Public Library, as part of the nation-wide Culture Days event. (Kim Wade)

Fay and Fluffy’s Storytime delights youngsters

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Public Library celebrated
Culture Days with fun and
flare Saturday, featuring Fay
and Flufty’s Storytime.

Fay Slift and Fluffy Souf-
fle are drag performers who
combine their performance
art with their experience as
child educators. In a video
interview for Today’s Parent,
Fay explained that “bringing
drag performers together
with little kids is a kind of
perfect relationship. It's kind
of like drag performers are
clowns, right? They play
things up, they are over the
top. They are like a cartoon
come to life”

Fay is right. As soon
as the duo entered the li-
brary, the children were
enchanted. Fay’s bright or-
ange corkscrew curls and
sequined-rainbow  floor-
length gown, accessorized
with satin lilac evening
gloves, were a delight to the
eyes, while Fluffys volu-
minous lavender wig, tied-
dyed bat wing blouse and
dinosaur leggings enhanced
the whimsical mood.

As Fay and Flufty intro-
duced themselves, they em-
phasized how lucky we are
in Niagara-on-the-Lake to
have such a beautiful library
and community centre com-
plex. They also pointed out
that libraries are wonderful,

safe spaces where ideas and
creativity are encouraged
and everyone is welcome.

This introduction led
into their first book, All Are
Welcome, by Alexandra
Penfold, which is about di-
versity and inclusivity. This
New York Times bestseller
is about a school where all
children are welcome and
diversity is accepted and cel-
ebrated.

The next book was Ex-
cept When They Dont, by
Laura Gehl. The story be-
gins by outlining all the ac-
tivities boys and girls like,
but stresses how anyone can
participate and enjoy all of
these activities, regardless
of their gender. The overar-
ching message is to decide
for yourself what you love
to do. This story also stresses
individuality. When it’s over,
Fay reiterates the message by
adding, “be exactly who you
are, and “decide what you
love to do”

These positive messages
are at the heart of Fay and
Flufty’s Storytime. The chil-
dren reacted positively to
the stories, many sponta-
neously sharing their own
ideas and experiences.

After a couple of stories,
there was an opportunity
for more audience partici-
pation. Kids got a chance to
sing about how happy they
were by clapping their hands
and stomping their feet.

Next Fay and Fluffy in-
troduced a newly published

book, What Riley Wore, by
Elana K. Arnold, which fol-
lows a child named Riley
who matches each outfit
to an occasion and not to
the expectations of others.
Another song and anoth-
er book follow the story
of Riley. The Family Book,
by Todd Parr, published in
2003, explores all the differ-
ent types of families in our
neighbourhoods.  Finally,
parents and children were
treated to the beautiful tenor
of Fay, during the reading/
singing of I Am Invited to a
Party, by Mo Willems, from
the much-loved Elephant
and Piggie series. They all
had a chance to “party, par-
ty, party;” before they danced
around to “Shake Our Sillies
Out” It was then time to
take a few photos and say
good-bye to Fay and Flufty.

Fay and Fluffy’s Story-
time was as entertaining
for the adults as it was for
the children. The rapport
between the two perform-
ers is obvious as they easily
bounce quips and jokes back
and forth. Fluffy explains
that, “we are dear friends
and our genuine love of
reading and working with
children shine through. It
truly is a magical experi-
ence”’

Both have considerable
experience educating chil-
dren. Fay has been an edu-
cator for more than 22 years
and currently is a Kinder-
garten teacher with the To-

ronto District School Board,
and Fluffy is a cultural per-
former as well as having
many years of experience as
a child-care provider.

Fluffy explained that
when Fay saw a news seg-
ment about Drag Queen
Story Hour in 2015, she was
inspired to do the same. “She
wanted to continue combin-
ing her work as a performer
and educator and Storytime
is that. She contacted Glad
Day Bookshop and together
we did our first event with
the two of us and a few local
authors”

That event took place at
the Yorkville Public Library
in June, 2016. Since then
they have been sharing sto-
ries with children and their
families in the Toronto area,
including appearances at the
Royal Ontario Museum, the
Art Gallery of Ontario, the
Harbourfront Centre, and
the Toronto Film Festival.
They have also taken their
show on the road by mak-
ing appearances at public li-
braries in surrounding areas
such as Caledon, Fort Erie
and Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Their motto, Reading is
FUN-damental, highlights
how Fay and Flufty focus
on making reading fun
through books, songs and
lots of laughs. Fay hopes that
what “the kids get out of sto-
rytime is an opportunity to
see that things that are dif-
ferent aren't scary and that
things that are different are

amazing’

One goal of Culture
Days is to “eliminate bar-
riers to access and partic-
ipation, and stimulate un-
derstanding, appreciation
and exploration of arts and
culture - so that every per-
son in the country has a
deeper connection with
themselves, their commu-
nities, and Canada” Fay
and Fluffy hope to deepen
this connection of diversity
and culture through their
Storytime events. As Flufty
explains, “creating inclusive
spaces is at the heart of what
we aspire to do. We received
a comment fairly early on
from a parent who said
‘there aren't a lot of places
where we can take our gen-
der non-conforming child,
and our autistic child, and
they are not only accepted,
but celebrated.”

Fay believes that “what
is so incredible about the
reading is that you get fam-
ilies from all sorts of back-
grounds and experiences
and relationships and gen-
der identities and every-
thing. To see that diversity
in people needs to be cele-
brated. And the more we are
exposed to that, the more
comfortable we are with
each other”

The  Niagara-on-the-
Lake Public Library sup-
ports this idea and promot-
ed the event by stating that,
“We especially want to sup-
port families with LGBTQ2S

parent(s) and gender variant
children, and read culturally
diverse books, by providing
a supportive and inclusive
environment focused on
fun. Everyone is welcome?

“In the three years that
weve been doing Story-
times we have noticed an
impact far beyond what
we could have imagined.
While we started out be-
lieving it was about literacy
and diversity, it has turned
out to be so much more. We
have experienced so many
moments with people com-
ing up to us after Storytime
and thanking us for the way
they have felt. It has hap-
pened with someone who
was adopted, with a single
parent, and with same sex
parents,” says Flufty.

Storytime was part of
the Culture Days weekend
celebration, a national event
held annually at the end
of September. This years
theme was creativity, the arts
and well-being. Events were
held all across the country
with each province high-
lighting their own cultural
events.

According to Flufty,
“we have brought Queer
and Ally families together,
where they have forged new
friendships. We've made in-
credible connections wher-
ever we go.’

It was easy to tell that
Fay and Flufty forged new
friendships at the library
Saturday.
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St. Davids Schol Eco Club Battery Recycling

The Eco Club at St. Davids
school has begun their sec-
ond annual Ontario Schools
Battery Recycling Challenge.

Last year, we were a top
recycling school in Canada,
and won money toward pur-
chasing learning materials for
our students.

This year we would like to
collect even more! If you have
button cell, nine-volt, six-volt
or regular alkaline batteries,
please drop them off at the
office, so they can be added
to our school’s recycling pro-
gram. Before coming, please
tape both sides of all button

cell batteries, and tape the
positive and negative termi-
nals on nine and six-volt bat-
teries, before dropping them
off at the school.

We are unfortunately
unable to accept lithium or
rechargeable batteries at this
time, but encourage you to
find your nearest recycling
center, in order to keep bat-
teries out of our landfills (ma-
kethedrop.ca).

Thank you in advance
for any support from the
community in our initiative
to make our planet a cleaner
place for our children.
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Asher Pratt and Eva Bell were the first St. Davids Kinder-
garten students to bring batteries to add to our recycling bin!
Great work! (Photo supplied)

Miranda Colcuc from Alpine Nurseries was one of the local busi-
nesses supporting St. Davids School’'s Fun Fair. (Fred Mercnik)  Mad Science at the St. Davids Fun Fair Saturday. (Fred Mercnik)

Capri Mazzarelli, Nico Mazzarelli, and Parwez Sidhu had fun with

The St. Davids Eco Club members, 2019/2020 (Photo supplied)

RESTORATIVE
YOGA

5 FREE CLASSES
(donations for PTSD and
Pain Research appreciated)

Wednesdays
5-6:30 p.m,,
Oct 2 - 30
NOTL Community Center, Studio Room
Info: odayoga@gmail.com

FIRST ONTARIO PERFORMING
ARTS CENTRE

October 3 to 12
Essential Collective Theatre - East of Berlin
October 5 and October 6
Niagara Symphony Orchestra presents
West Side Story

October 9
Sloan
www.FirstOntarioPAC.ca

St. Davids and District Lions Club

FRIDAY FISH FRY

October 4t & October 18t ° ‘“‘2
4:30 to 7 p.m. d

1pc. dinner °9 2 pc. dinner *13
Haddock & chips or baked potato, EATIN
with coleslaw, bread, tea or coffee }ji{’3 08"
Also available: PAN FRIED FISH

1462 York Rd., St. Davids .

Y stdavidslions.ca @stdavidslions on Facebook

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
SPAGHETTI DINNER

October 4 @ 5 - 7:30 p.m.

Queenston Volunteer Firefighters Association All-You-
Can-Eat Spaghetti Dinner. Adults $10, Children (12
years old and under) $5. Proceeds to support NOTL
organizations and charities. Great draw prizes! Tickets
available at the door. Everyone is welcome. Takeout
dinners available.

A KIRK, A KILT &

A STRAWBERRY

October8 @ 2 p.m. - 3 p.m.

A performance in words and song celebrating 225
years of community history at St. Andrew’s Church,
323 Simcoe Street. Written & Directed by Barbara
Worthy, featuring Aaron Berger, Laurel Minnes and Ed-
win Conroy Jr.. Free admission. Generously funded by
the Niagara Region.

UNIVERSITY WOMEN

IN NIAGARA

October 9 @ 7 p.m.

University Women in Niagara. Wednesday, October 9,
2019, 7pm in The Simpson Room, NOTL Communi-
ty Centre. Speaker - David Hemmings, local author,
and President of The Niagara Historical Society. Topic:
“Family History”. Public is welcome. For info call: (905)
468-1785
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE

EDS

Across:

Not strapped

Mining passage
Welding flash
Disgraced comic

U2 lead vocalist
Major health scare of
2002-03

Chip dip

1 for H, or 2 for He
“Yol”

Anger

Teeny amount

Hearst kidnap org.
Observe

Dough dispenser
Fingerboard bars
Hobble

Not-for-profit TV spot
Angel dust

In which two dozen merles
were found

Run at low speed
Kernel

CD- ---

Type of bottle with one surface
Owing

Afloat on the ocean
Touchdown forecasts
Big brute
Whey-faced

Type of joint

TV host --- Seacrest
49-er

“--- Love You” (Beatles hit)
100 square meters

Sir ---, Arthurian knight
Now let me think ...
Small snub-nosed dog
Smurf in red

Kvetch

---earand out ...

Visit

Doctor imprisoned on the
Dry Tortugas

Stay still, at sea
Catastrophic occurrence
Approximately

Patron saint of sailors

Down:

25
27
28

Laugh loudly

The Apple --- (Tasmanian
nickname)

Parent company of Simon
& Schuster

Big hotel name

--- hair day

--- Lemon, female
barnstormer and navigator
Getaway places

Utensil

Bat wood

Hike

Undercroft

Forensic TV franchise
“Simon --- “

Signal booster

Home of one Super Bowl
team, briefly

Emulate

Turntable speed measure
Yuri Zhivago’s love

29 NASDAQ debuts
30 Silent actor

33 “Aweasel hath not such
---of spleen ...”
“Henry V" Pt. )

34 Author

37 Brightest Simpson

39 Nervously irritable

40 Ambience

41 Typical Hunger Games
devotee

43 Range of knowledge

46 \Wonderment

48 “Either you do it --- will!”

50 Presumably unicorns
missed it

52 Air-pollution measure

54 Hikers' helpers

55 Inasnit

56 Land between China and India
58 “... ---, though your heart is

aching ...”
61 Magazine contents
62 It’s --- move
63 Reverse
64 “The United States
themselves are essentially the
greatest ---" (Walt Whitman)

65 “ ... and --- dust shalt thou

return.” (Genesis)
66 Bygone GM brand
68 Bridge agreement

70 Lifeblood of TV and the web

72 “--- sine numine”
(Colorado’s motto)

32 It’s not quite as fine as clay

(Shakespeare,

Helping home owners for more than 20 years.
office: 905-468-4214  cell: 905-321-8126
www.cudmorehomes.com

May the peace that comes
W LOVING from the memories of a love
4 shared, comfort you.

Rememben them, with
o Sowing Thibute.

Contact: classified@notllocal.com or call 905-641-5335

OBITUARY

DYCK, Elisabeth — entered into her eternal rest, peacefully,
with family at her side, at Heritage Place in Virgil on
Saturday, September 28, 2019. Elisabeth Dyck, aged 95
years, loving wife of the late Henry Dyck (2014). Loving
mother of Elizabeth (Denis) Wiebe, Henry (Nettie), John
(Kathy), Neta (Ron) Willms, and Martin. Also survived by
many grandchildren and great grandchildren. Elisabeth
was the second oldest of 8 siblings: Maria deceased, John
(missing in action), Anna, Willy, Henry deceased, Margaret,
and Peter.

The family will receive friends at Cornerstone Community
Church, 1570 Niagara Stone Road, Virgil, on Thursday,
October 3rd from 5-8 p.m. and Friday, October 4th from 9:30 a.m. until the time of the
funeral service at 10:30 a.m. If desired, memorial donations to Radiant Care Pleasant
Manoror The Gideons wouldbe appreciated. AspecialthankyoutoallHeritage Place staff
for their excellent, loving, and compassionate care during mom'’s stay in long-term care.
Online condolences at tallmanfuneralhomes.ca.
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Thunderhawks Jr. Bs to take year sabbatlcal

Andy Boldt
Assistant Coach
Special to The Local

Due to alack of community
support, transitioning players
and inflexible scheduling, the
Niagara Thunderhawks Jr. B
Lacrosse team will be taking a
sabbatical for the 2020 season.

Past and present success
hasnt seemed to get the sup-
port of our community. The
Thunderhawks were one of the
lowest fan-supported teams in
the whole 24-team league, es-
pecially compared to centres
with a similar population.

Contrary to these difficul-
ties, NOTL has been able to pro-
duce a number of elite lacrosse
players over the past 50 years. A
number of them have reached
Ontario and Canadian Lacrosse
Hall of Fame stature, won na-
tional championships, played
professionally and represented
Canada on the world stage.

August, 2019, saw Chris
Weier and Zach Belter win
the Minto cup with the Or-
angeville Northmen after the
Thunderhawks were elim-

inated in the first round of
playoffs. They and a few other
players will probably be leav-
ing the Thunderhawks to play
at the Jr. A level next season.
September saw alumnus
John Wagner, drafted by the
New York Riptide of the Na-
tional Lacrosse League. John
grew up playing lacrosse for
NOTL Minor Thunderhawks
and upon graduation headed
to Marquette University, played
for the U19 Team Canada team
and played for Brooklin in the
Major Series of Lacrosse.
September also saw cur-
rent player Michael Wilson, at-
tending Canisius College and
playing defence for the Gold-
en Griffins, invited to the U19
Team Canada tryouts. This is
a huge honour to be one of 64
players from all across Canada
to be considered for the team.
Wilson also grew up playing
in the minor ranks for NOTL
and moved to Jr. B the last two
seasons to hone his skills and
add to his natural abilities.
Due to the Thunder-
hawks'  geographical loca-
tion, the team is only able to

Ryan Wagner is a National Lacrosse League player
who grew up playing lacrosse in NOTL. (Photo supplied)

LOCAL BUSINESS

take players coming up from
NOTL Minor Lacrosse and
College players from the US.
Although skilled, a large pro-
portion of the US. players
have difficulty transitioning
from field lacrosse to the box
lacrosse game, reducing the
number coming to play. Also,
the past three seasons saw the
number of minor players will-
ing to play Jr. B drastically de-
cline. The 2020 season sees less
than a handful of minor play-
ers moving into the Jr. B ranks.

After requests by staff
to the league to modify the
schedule to meet the chang-
ing environment of players at
college and university were
denied, the opportunity to
have a viable team was elimi-
nated. Players in US. colleges
aren't available to play until the
middle of May. This, however,
at minimum, is six games into
the season. This isn’t new for
the Thunderhawks, but due
to a low number of upcoming
players capable of playing at
the Jr. B level, the team could
be out of the playoff race by
mid season. Not the ideal sit-
uation the team staff were will-
ing to take on. For this reason,
the team is taking a one-year
sabbatical to bolster their posi-
tion for the 2021 season.

There is a plan. The NOTL
Minor intermediate team has
always been a development
team for the Jr. Bs. The 2020
season will not be the excep-
tion. With the help of last
seasons intermediate coaches,
Jr. B managerial staff and one
of their coaches, the Interme-
diate staff will attempt to put
together a team which will be
able to resurrect the Jr. Bs for
the 2021 season.

The Thunderhawks would
like to invite all players wanting
to play Jr. Bin 2021 to sign up for
the 2020 intermediates through
the NOTL Minor League web-
page at https://niagaralacrosse.
com/ after the new year.

John Wagner #97, has recently been drafted in the National Lacrosse League,
thanks in part to his early experience with the Thunderhawks. (Photo supplied)

To our 2019 sponsors of
the Thunderhawks, we thank
you for years of continued sup-
port. We invite you, and any
new sponsors, to continue that
support of the Thunderhawks’
future by sponsoring the Inter-
mediate team. Contact Dave
Mines through the Jr. B web-

site, https://thunderhawksjrb.
ca/, for more information.

To our community and the
alumni, for any future team
to be successful, requires vol-
unteers. We implore you to
remember your years of play-
ing for the Thunderhawks
and recognize it requires a lot

Harvest time

of hands doing lots of jobs in
order to get a team to run. If
2021 is going to be a success,
it will be determined by the
number of behind-the-scenes
supporters we can arrange. Go
to  https://thunderhawksjrb.
ca/register-an-alumni/ to add
your support.

It's harvest time, and the van der Laar fruit stand on the Niagara River Parkway had lots
of beautiful fresh local fruit for sale this weekend. (Fred Mercnik)

A
b

Based in

08!

Niagara-on-the-Lake

289-690-3899

NOTLcarservice@
gmail.com

Airports, Wine Tours,
Functions etc.

NIAGARA PRIVATE CAR SERVICE | FULL SERVICE AUTO REPAIR

- TIRES

- BRAKES

- OIL CHANGES
= EXHAUST

— SUSPENSION

CAUGHILL AUTO
256 EAST WEST LINE, VIRGIL
905-934-1941

TRAVELLING?

Don’t let your house be
a burden to friends or family?
Contact Nancy at :

905.468.7111

TRIPS &AND RIDES

* Experienced Professional Driver

» Airports and Out of Town

» Theatre, Shopping, Dining, Wine Tours

» Competitive Rates

Phone: 365.880.1847

Local Resident

" Painting by Steve

* Qver 20 Years Experience e Drywall Repairs
* Interior/Exterior Painting * Low Rates, Fully Insured

Attention to detail with
the customer in mind

Call today for your FREE estimate!

office: 289-723-6498 or cell: 905'630'7630

paintedbysteve@gmail.com

)

classifieds@notllocal.com

or 905.641.5335

To advertise
your company in

LOCAL
BUSINESS
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