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Ron Clavier, Alana Hurov and Josh Perlstein gathered at Simcoe Park and spoke of concern for family and friends. Clavier
said his relatives in Israel had confirmed they were safe, and that none of his family members had been called in to fight for
the Israel Defence Forces at that point. Perlstein, 35, originally from Toronto, said a friend living in Israel had retired from the
forces but was called to duty against Hamas. He too had confirmed he was safe at that time. (Mike Balsom)

Virgil woman hoping to bring
Jewish community together

Penny Coles
The Local

When Virgil resident Al-
ana Hurov posted on social
media that she was looking
for a Jewish community in
Niagara-on-the-Lake, one
in which she could raise her
daughter in the Jewish tra-
ditions that surrounded her
when she was growing up,
she was surprised by some
of the hateful responses.

That was before Hamas
terrorists  attacked Israel,

and Jews around the world
watched atrocities com-
mitted, people rounded up,
humiliated, women raped
and murdered, babies and
the elderly slaughtered —
horrible pictures that will
never be forgotten — and
then, photos of others cele-
brating.

“These are images that
will stay with us a very long
time,” Hurov says. She can't
get them out of her head,
and likely never will.

And what she has seen

— what the world has seen
— made her need to help
build a Jewish community
even more important, she
says.

“When we moved here
three years ago from To-
ronto, I didn't think about
giving my daughter a Jewish
community to grow up in,’
she says.

She has since made some
like-minded friends and
found some young Jewish
families, but there is nothing
nearby in the way of Jewish

education or programming
for kids any closer than
Hamilton, nothing that
she calls the equivalent of a
“Sunday school, only on a
Saturday”

There is a conservative
synagogue in St. Catharines
which she has attended, but
it doesn't have any childrens
programming, and she is
also hoping to find some-
thing more moderate. “T've
not really found something

Continued on page 12

Cyclist seriously
injured at
Townline and
Lakeshore Road

Local Staff

A cyclist on Lake-
shore Road in Niagara-
on-the-Lake was seriously
injured Sunday evening af-
ter being struck by a Jeep,
which  continued along
Lakeshore, returned, then
left the area.

Niagara Regional Police
responded to a call of a colli-
sion at Lakeshore and Town-
line Road at 7:19 p.m., and
found a 40-year-old man be-
ing treated by Niagara EMS
paramedics for a serious
injury. The man was trans-
ported to an out-of-region
hospital for further care, a
police news release says.

The initial investigation
showed a 1999 black Jeep
was travelling on Townline
Road when it collided with
the cyclist at the intersec-
tion of Lakeshore Road.
The cyclist fell from his bi-
cycle onto the roadway, and
the driver continued along
Lakeshore, returned, drove
by and then left the area,
police said. While officers
were investigating the colli-
sion, the driver came back
on foot. Police believed the

driver had consumed alco-
hol, and she was arrested.

Amanda M. Boyle, 50, of
St. Catharines has been ar-
rested and charged with im-
paired operation of a motor
vehicle causing bodily harm.

Boyle was later released
with a future court date. The
Jeep has been impounded,
and she has been issued an
administrative drivers li-
cence suspension, which is
given to everyone charged
with similar driving offenc-
es, and prohibits Boyle from
operating a motor vehicle
for 90 days from the date it
was issued.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this incident is
asked to contact the inves-
tigating officers by calling
905-688-4111, option 3,
ext. 1022200 reference 23-
116042.

Members of the public
who wish to provide infor-
mation anonymously can
contact Crime Stoppers of
Niagara online or by call-
ing 1-800-222-8477. Crime
Stoppers offers cash rewards
to persons who contact the
program with information
which leads to an arrest.

1-800-222-8477

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW WHAT
YOUR HOME IS WORTH? '

CALL GREG TODAY FOR A FREE HOME EVALUATION

905.329.3484

GREG SYKES

WHEN YOU CALL GREG, YOU GET GREG!
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Dorothy Soo-Wiens a tireless volunteer

Mike Balsom
The Local

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
tractor parade is just under
two months away but Dorothy
Soo-Wiens has already been
working on the details for at
least that long.

Emails, text messages and
phone calls to NOTLs farming
community went out in early
August, and special permit ap-
plications have been complet-
ed and submitted to the town
for review. Her goal is to have
60 brightly decorated tractors
work their way through Virgil

the evening of Dec.14.

The parade is just one of
the many ways Soo-Wiens
contributes to the NOTL
community. As the current
treasurer for the NOTL Lions
Club and an elder at Corner-
stone Community Church,
she turns up at events all over

Dorothy Soo-Wiens and Luanne Kulchar in May at Cornerstone Church on Hunter Road
package pies to be delivered to the New Hamburg Fairgrounds for the annual Mennonite

Relief Sale. (File photo)
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A Musical Candlelight Experience

From The 60s & 70’s
By Grace Notes - A String Quartet

Admission:
Limited Space Available * Reservations Required
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE:

THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM

(905) 468-4443 - TAXES & GRATUITIES EXTRA

Credit Card Required To Reserve Your Spot - 72 Hour Cancellation Policy In Effect

town. Whether it’s baking pies,
making quilts or feeding farm-
workers, Soo-Wiens works

tirelessly to make the commu-
nity a better place.

That dedication to her
community was ingrained in
her not long after she arrived
in Canada from Malaysia as

a three-year-old with her par-
ents, David and Ivy.

The family home in Fort
McMurray, Alberta became a
revolving door for other fam-
ily members immigrating to
the country.

“My parents were the first
from their families to come to

Dorothy Soo-Wiens and Kathy Dyck made pies in September to
raise money for the Terry Fox Foundation. (Supplied)

Art Viola, with Erwin and Dorothy Wiens, collecting food for the
NOTL Lions food drive for Newark Neighbours. (Supplied)

radiation and glare.

exposure to allergens

As the seasons change and autumn arrives, it's important to
adapt your eye care routine to the unique challenges this time
of year can bring. Here are some eye care health tips for autumn:
Protect Against Dryness: Cooler air and indoor heating
systems can contribute to dry eyes.

Shield from UV Rays: Wear sunglasses with UV protection
whenever you're outdoors to shield your eyes from harmful UV

Manage Allergies: If you're prone to allergies, consider using
antihistamine eye drops and taking measures to minimize

Stay Active: Engage in outdoor activities, when possible, to
soak up natural light and enjoy the autumn scenery.
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DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY
—— Sight for Life —

Care for all ages, infants to adults

358 Mary St., Unit 7, NOTL |
8 Secord Dr., St. Catharines |

www.theeyedoc.ca

905.468.8002
905.682.9119

Canada,” Soo-Wiens tells The
Local. “They sponsored all my
aunts and uncles, their spous-
es and many of my cousins.
Of course, when they came
over they all stayed with us for
months at a time. My mom
was one of eight kids, and my
dad was one of nine”

David, who was instru-
mental in starting the Fort
McMurray Chinese Associa-
tion, worked as an instrument
technician for Great Canadian
Oil Sands. Ivy, meanwhile, was
first a server then a cook in a
restaurant. Eventually, Doro-
thy’s parents bought their own
restaurant and, being the old-
est of four, she was tasked with
minding her younger siblings.

In Grade 6 a friend invited
her to attend a youth group
meeting at a local Baptist
church. Her faith journey be-
gan there, and as she grew in
her faith she learned of the im-
portance of being kind, and of
loving her neighbours.

Beginning in junior high
school Dorothy brought that
philosophy to the yearbook
club and the grad committee.
She played basketball in high
school and contributed to oth-
er teams by volunteering to be
their manager. She also helped
to organize intramural sports.

A young Dorothy Soo left
Fort McMurray to study polit-
ical science and communica-
tions at Ottawa’s Carleton Uni-
versity. Thats where she met
NOTL native Erwin Wiens.

They married shortly after
graduation and when Erwin
was hired as an officer with
the Peel Regional Police, they
moved to Grimsby. The couple
inched closer to NOTL, set-
tling in Beamsville, and Erwin
caught on with the Hamilton
Police. In 2003 they moved to
NOTL with their four daugh-
ters, buying their first farm on
East and West Line.

Dorothy threw herself into
farming, running a bed and
breakfast at the same time. She
soon found herself acting as a
surrogate mother to the season-
al workers who would arrive
each year to help on the farm.

Continued on page 3

(WGARAOTTHE.
DENTAL

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009
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Tractor parade, baking, quilting — it’s a long I|st

Continued from page 2

It's a role she plays to this day.

“One of the guys, Obama,
has been with us so long,” says
Soo-Wiens, “hes like my son.
For all of them, I'm sort of their
house mother. They have all be-
come an extension of our fami-
ly. And we've been to Jamaica to
meet their families, too”

As the girls got older, she
became involved in their ac-
tivities. Three of their daugh-
ters played in the Niagara Falls
Rapids hockey program. Dor-
othy volunteered as a trainer
for a number of their teams
and sat on the clubs execu-
tive. When they played soccer
she volunteered to work the
concession stand at Memori-
al Park. And she also helped
coach a NOTL girls lacrosse

team to an Ontario champion-
ship in 2010.

At Cornerstone,  Soo-
Wiens was part of a group that
started the churchs women’s
ministry shortly after the fam-
ily moved to NOTL.

“We help provide food for
funerals,” she explains. “I work
with the hospitality director,
Carol Wiens. We gather a team
of volunteers together and put
the whole reception on for the
families. There’s a real need to
help the families who have lost
aloved one”

Then there’s the quilting
group she is a part of. They
make quilts for the Newark
Neighbours Christmas food
hampers, and send many to
reserves in Northern Ontario
through the Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee. Some have
also been sent overseas to Tur-

key and Ukraine.

“There are about 15 to 20
of us who get together,” says
Soo-Wiens. “Its therapeutic
for us. We share health issues,
family stuff. We talk, we pray,
we give support to each other”

Each summer she is part of
the team that organizes a bar-
becue for the area’s farmwork-
ers. And every May a group of
women gather to bake pies to
deliver to the New Hamburg
Relief Sale. This fall Dorothy
teamed with Kathy Dyck to
mobilize a baking group that
raised $5,200 to contribute to
Joe Pillitteri’s Terry Fox fund-
raising efforts.

Soo-Wiens has been the
treasurer for the NOTL Lions
Club for more than 10 years.
She and other Lions mem-
bers hold an Easter food drive
each year. She is involved in

the Christmas tree sale that
takes place in the Cornerstone
Church parking lot every De-
cember, and helps pack stock-
ings for donations to Newark
Neighbours.

And Dorothy has recently
joined the board of the Niag-
ara Pumphouse Arts Centre.

As for the tractor parade,
the idea grew from a news
report she and Erwin saw on
television one evening. The
town of Selkirk, Ontario, held
a tractor parade, and Dorothy
was transfixed by the images
on screen.

“We had heard there was
not going to be a Santa Claus
Parade,” she explains. “When I
saw that, I knew we had to do
it. I called a few farmer friends,
and I think that first year
(2021) we had about 19 trac-
tors. None of us really knew

what we were doing, but it
turned out to be spectacular”

She was adamant that
NOTLDs tractor parade take
place in Virgil, the epicentre
of the town’s farming commu-
nity. And she insisted that it
encompass Pleasant Manor as
part of its route.

“I called their recreation
director]” says Soo-Wiens. “It’s
in the evening, and many se-
niors don't like to go out in the
dark. So I wanted to bring the
parade to them. We've heard
from many people about how
great it is to watch the parade
with their mothers from the
balcony there”

Last year’s parade more
than doubled the number of
tractors involved to 39, mak-
ing Soo-Wiens target of 60
this year a reasonable goal.
While others pilot a couple of

the Wiens family’s machines
in the parade, Dorothy and
Erwin will be at the Virgil
Sports Park organizing all of
the entries.

“It brings people so much
joy; she says.

About her collective vol-
unteer efforts, Dorothy insists
none of it would happen with-
out the support of the many
people she works with. And
she harkens back to those
lessons she learned back in
Grade 6 when she first attend-
ed that youth group meeting.

“It gives me great joy to
give back,” she says. “My faith
has a lot to do with that. That's
what made this a part of who
I am. I believe we all have
that responsibility to help our
neighbours. I don't do any of
this because I have to. It's be-
cause I want to”

Once pandemic restrictions were lifted and people were allowed to gather, Dorothy Soo-
Wiens (fourth from left) and a group of women quickly got together and made 11 quilts for
Newark Neighbours to distribute with Christmas hampers. (File photo)

Baraka Allen (‘Obama’), with Dorothy and Erwin Wiens. The seasonal worker from Ja-
maica drove one of the Wiens’ machines in last year’s tractor parade. (Supplied)
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Gates Zalepa pushing province for nurse practitioner

Penny Coles
The Local

Itwas more than a yearago
that Coun. Sandra O’Connor
told her fellow councillors
Niagara-on-the-Lake ~ was
short a nurse practitioner,
and began her quest to rem-
edy the situation.

Although there are two
such positions that are part
of the Niagara North Fam-
ily Health Team, she was
concerned about the lack of
healthcare for those in the
community who are not ros-

tered patients.
Last Thursday, MPP
Wayne Gates and Lord May-

or Gary Zalepa sent a joint
letter to Premier Doug Ford’s
health minister, Sylvia Jones,
calling for a nurse practi-
tioner to serve the NOTL
community.

OConnor says she is
grateful to have the lord may-
or and MPP onside, lobby-
ing the provincial minister
of health to pave the way for
a nurse practitioner in town
who will see residents and
visitors who don't have a local
doctor.

“I just hope for a re-
sponse;” she says.

There was a time in past
years when a third nurse
practitioner had an office in
the former hospital build-
ing, down the hall from the

doctors’ offices, but who was

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa and MPP Wayne Gates, chatting at a palliative care fundraiser
recently, agreed to work together and send a joint letter to the province about a nurse prac-
titioner for NOTL. (Penny Coles)

employed through Niagara
Health, with funding from
the province.

She could see anyone on
a walk-in basis, including
visitors and those who didn’t
have doctors in town, but she
went on maternity leave and

didn’t return, and was not re-
placed.

While the family health
team in town, with offices in
the Niagara Medical Centre
in Virgil and in the new med-
ical building in The Village,
have two new physicians,

O’Connor says there could be
as many as 6,000 people with-
out a doctor.

She has maintained since
she began pushing for the re-
turn of the nurse practitioner
that although healthcare falls

under provincial jurisdic-

tion, municipalities have a
role to play in advocating for
the healthcare needs of their
community.

While it seems the health
ministry is supportive and
funding is in place, it isn't
clear what the hold-up is.

“A year ago, it seemed
like there was a commitment
from Minister Jones to the
town, Gates told The Lo-
cal, “and I've met with Gary
(Zalepa) three or four times
since then. We decided on a
joint letter, hoping the local
MPP and the town working
together might help get a pos-
itive response.”

Niagara-on-the-Lake has
a high population of senior
residents, with approximate-
ly 36.2 per cent of the town's
population 65 years and over,
the letter says, and “seniors
in our community deserve
access to healthcare that is
publicly available and easily
accessible” And as a popular
tourist destination and place
to retire, “additional nurse
practitioner ~ services  for
Niagara-on-the-Lake are crit-
ical to help ensure everyone
who lives, works or visits the
community will have access
to the care they need,” the let-
ter said.

“Recently, seniors in the
community have been forced
to travel long distances to dif-
ferent municipalities to get
the care they needed. A nurse

practitioner position, avail-
able to all residents as a walk-
in service, is essential to assist
these individuals in their time
of need”

It’s not the first letter from
Gates, and he has used the
opportunity of a committee
meeting discussing provincial
spending to ask Jones about a
nurse practitioner for NOTL.

“With a significant pri-
mary care shortage, and
lack of access to emergency
hospital services, Niagara-
on-the-Lake needs the minis-
try to follow through on their
promise for nurse practi-
tioner services, said Gates in
the news release announcing
the joint letter sent Thursday.

“We know there is a des-
perate need, and we've been
promised its coming’ he
told The Local. “We think
weve been fair and patient”
Although the letter has been
sent, he planned to personally
deliver it to the minister on
Monday, either before or after
question period.

The hospital closing “put
an extra burden on those
needing medical care. This
letter between the munici-
pality and the MPP working
together is really important,”
Gates said, promising that he
will continue to work with
the town, the province and
Niagara Health until there is
a nurse practitioner in place
in NOTL.
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ﬁescue dogs matched with
veterans, first responders

Sharon Burns
The Local

Starting in November, a
new program from Niagara
Dog Rescue will match res-
cued dogs with military per-
sonnel and first responders.
The dog rescue organization
will subsidize the adoption fee
and provide other support to
strengthen the companionship
between the adopter and the
rescued dog.

The Companionship Ini-
tiative will match rescued dogs
with veterans, health profes-
sionals, police, firefighters and
emergency service personnel,
said Ken Osborne, a volunteer
who has served in the Canadi-
an Forces for 24 years.

“Its a new initiative) he
said. “The focus here is to give
back to veterans, health profes-
sionals and first responders for
their service to their communi-
ty. It benefits both the dogs and
first responders”

The non-profit charity is
run solely by volunteers, and is
dedicated to helping homeless
and unwanted dogs find new
homes. They focus on dogs at
immediate risk of being eutha-
nized at high-kill shelters.

November is  veteran
month, “and while this is a
program that focuses on vet-
erans, first responders, health
professionals and so on, it does
give us an opportunity to fea-
ture veterans,” said Osborne, a
retired lawyer with the Office
of the Judge Advocate Gen-
eral and a veteran of peace-
keeping operations in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and combat oper-
ations in Afghanistan.

On its website, the dog
rescue organization acknowl-

edged that “first responders
and military personnel con-
tribute immensely to the pro-
tection of our rights and free-
doms, our security, our health,
and our well-being and they
often serve without recogni-
tion, and they willingly endure
hardship so that we may live
safely, and in peace”

“Niagara Dog Rescue also
understands the importance
that dog companionship can
bring to our lives, and the lives
of veterans, police, firefighters
and emergency medical ser-
vices personnel, and their fam-
ilies. Dogs comfort us, enable
us and improve our mental
and physical well-being. Many
rescued dogs become lifelong,
loyal, and treasured members
of our family”

“The initiative entails lever-
aging adoption fees,” said Os-
borne, “and includes training”

A standard adoption fee
will be reduced by $350 for el-
igible first responders and mil-
itary personnel. The adoption
of a puppy will cost $500, and
the adoption of an adult dog
will cost $345.

The fee helps cover the
costs associated with rescu-
ing the dog, vetting, boarding,
transportation, spaying/neu-
tering, heartworm testing, vac-
cines and microchipping.

In addition to paying a re-
duced adoption fee, all eligible
veterans, medical professionals
and first responders who adopt
a rescued dog through the
Companionship Initiative will
be enrolled in a curated dog
training and behavioural sup-
port webinar.

Rescue dogs are not to be
confused with service dogs.
“Theyre not support dogs nor

service dogs,” explained Os-
borne. “We do know that dogs
provide support and comfort to
their owners generally, but this
is a rescue adoption initiative
which is directed at taking our
rescue dogs and moving them
to veterans and first responders”

“When I came to Niaga-
ra Dog Rescue as a volunteer,
(board member) Roci Freeman
thought that it might be a good
opportunity for me to assist in
starting up this initiative;,” said
Osborne, who, with his wife
Alison, has two rescue dogs.

“There will be events over
the course of the year because
we do need to fundraise and
support the program, but there
isn't going to be a launch event”
Osborne noted that they would
like to adopt out five to sev-
en dogs a month through this
year-long initiative.

“For us, it’s identifying the
veterans or the first respond-
ers who are coming forward
and looking to adopt dogs and
coming to Niagara Dog Res-
cue. But it really all depends on
the support that we get in order
to sponsor and subsidize that
adoption fee”

“This is entirely a Niagara
Dog Rescue initiative. We are
looking for grants and support
from the community, includ-
ing from veterans’ groups and
associations that support first
responders”

“Weve had a couple of in-
dividuals come forward, as well
as companies, who are willing
to sponsor a dog for a veter-
an or a first responder family
through the companionship
initiative;” Osborne said.

For donation and adoption
information, visit companion-
shipinitiative.ca.

Ken Osborne, a volunteer who has served in the Canadian Forces for 24 years, with rescue dog

Meabh. (Supplied)
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WELCOME TO ST. DAVIDS

$899,900 | 15 Crimson Drive, NOTL

Located in the Village of St. Davids. Original owners. Many custom upgrades, 6
appliances, California Shutters, custom blinds included, 2 bedrooms on main level,
one presently used as den. Custom kitchen with island and bar stools included,
formal dining area with a walk out to private 16 x 12 ft deck with custom retractable
awning. Deck area features custom plantings and a water fountain. The extra large
green space in the rear increases privacy. Back inside there is a gas fireplace in the
great room and ceiling fans in bedrooms and great room. Downstairs in the family
room is a fireplace, vinyl plank flooring plus a large bedroom with a 10 x 10 walk-
in cedar lined closet. Lower lever windows all have vinyl blinds. There is a large
storage area plus rough for a future bath. Other features include a 3 stage water
filter, central vac, double attached garage with automatic door opener, interlocking
stone driveway and corner unit location provides extra windows for natural light
with a bonus window over kitchen sink. MLS #40434955

$1,549,000 | 57 Stoneridge Cres., NOTL

Welcome to 57 Stoneridge Crescent in the exclusive Tanbark Trails in beautiful St.
Davids. This custom built 2 plus 1 bedroom bungalow features open concept custom
kitchen dining room and spacious great room, gas fireplace, quartz countertops,
vaulted ceilings throughout, main floor laundry with access to garage, closets and
large pantry. Primary bedroom has 4 pc ensuite and walk-in closet. Beautiful hickory
and tile floors throughout the main floor. A great room leads out to a covered patio
overlooking the large premium pie shaped lot. Lower level features a large family/rec
room, 3rd bedroom and 3pc bathroom. Large double car attached garage, sprinkler
system, covered eavestroughs.

$1,750,000 | 139 Paxton, NOTL

Beautiful 2 storey executive home in the village of St. Davids. This home features
approximately 4000 square feet of living space. Entering into the main floor you have
a formal dining room with a butlers pantry leading into the gourmet kitchen with large
centre island, quartz countertops throughout. Large dinette leading out to the balcony
overlooking the inground pool. Main floor family room room with gas fireplace. 2nd
floor features 4 spacious bedrooms, laundry room. Primary bedroom features 5pc
ensuite with separate shower stall and bathtub. Wood and tile floors throughout
the main 2 levels. Grade level basement features self-contained apartment with 2
bedrooms, rec room, and spacious kitchen and leads out to the inground salt water
swimming pool. This home has it all. 2 gas barbeque connections, triple wide concrete
drive, large double car garage with walk up from the basement. Great location close to
all amenities, restaurants, wineries, shopping, theatre.

Office: (905) 935.7272 | Direct: (?05) 988.8228
Web: Avmarkrealty.com
12 Church Street St. Catharines, ON L2R 3B3

Mark Avedesian, Broker of Record

Century 21 Avmark Realty Limited, Brokerage
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Live a life of love or hate? All we have to do is choose

No good comes of hate.

Here, in our little corner of
the world, we fight hatred in
small ways.

We have committees to
address diversity, equality and
inclusivity.

We try — at least most of
us try — to teach our children,
our future generations, to ac-
cept those of all races, all back-
grounds, all genders, all abil-

ities or disabilities. We stand
up to discrimination. We show
respect for others. Mostly.
Most of us believe in inclu-
sivity, and do our best to live it.
But that isn't what we are
witnessing on the world stage
right now. It never has been.
We see humiliating, cruel,
murderous violence against in-
nocent people. We see conflict
based on intolerance. We see

hatred. We see evil.

Thankfully, we live in a
country that stands up against
it. That stands up for human
rights.

Canada is standing up for
Israel. The U.S,, at least its pres-
ident, is standing up for Israel.

Around the world, many,
although not all, countries are
showing their support for Israel.

There is no excuse, and

there can be no tolerance for
the hatred, the evil we see, the
terrorism  against civilians,
even babies and grandmothers,
and the cheering it attracts.
That extreme hate, extreme
intolerance, comes from with-
in. And it is hard to overcome.
The answer, as Alana Hu-
rov is trying to show us, comes
from a united community,
regardless of race, religion,

gender. It comes from a strong
voice, against hatred, and
against discrimination of any
kind. It comes from love.

Dorothy Soo-Wiens is fea-
tured in this week’s Local for
her impressive volunteerism.
Her voice also speaks of the im-
portance of being kind, and of
loving her neighbours, a value
she demonstrates every day in
her community.

We in our little corner can-
not do much to change what
we are witnessing around the
world. But we can start by em-
bracing all in our community.
By showing, teaching and liv-
ing with love, not hate.

So simplistic, so easy to say,
and also, really, so easy to do. It
is, after all, a choice.

Penny Coles

The Local

Library interview with Dr. Richard Merritt

Susan Elliott
Library Board Member

The  Niagara-on-the-Lake

the-Lake Library questionnaire
is with local historian Dr. Rich-
ard D. Merritt, the author of On
Common Ground and Training

Public Library board and staff for Armageddon.

are interested in exploring the
special place books, reading, sto-
rytelling and libraries hold in the
hearts of our community mem-
bers. The power of the written
and spoken word, the enchant-
ment of libraries and childhood
memories of time spent with
books, creates a profound tapes-
try of emotions and experiences.

This questionnaire prompts
introspection and  reflection,
offering a unique lens through
which to examine the bond be-
tween readers and their connec-
tion to books, storytelling and
libraries.

Watch this space for inter-
views with an array of interest-
ing community members.

This weeks Niagara-on-

An ophthalmologist by
profession, he has had a lifelong
interest in Niagaras history. He
is currently writing a narrative
biography of Six Nations Chief
George Henry Martin John-
son, Teyonhehkwen, father of
celebrated poet Pauline John-
son. In 2017 he was named a
Living Landmark by the Niaga-
ra Foundation for his contribu-
tions to heritage preservation
in Niagara.

Q. What kinds of books
are you reading now?

Usually I read a book con-
nected with my research, and at
the same time something com-
pletely unrelated. Right now it
just happens to be Tecumseh’s
Bones (by Guy St-Denis. I just

finished Dead Mans Wake
(by Paul Doiron), a murder
mystery set in Maine. I'm also
enjoying What I Wish I Said,
by local author Jaime Watt,
a columnist for the Toronto
Star. The various chapters be-
gin with what he wrote on a
particular subject, followed by
his ‘second thoughts’ about the
same subject.

Q. Do you remember what
it was like when you learned
to read?

I grew up in London, Ont.,
but my family was originally
from the Niagara area. Later
I returned to my roots, prac-
tised medicine and raised a
family with my wife, the late
Dr. Nancy Smith. I first became
interested in local history as a
young boy while visiting my
great-great aunts and uncle
who lived in the family home
in Niagara-on-the-Lake, and

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE
For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:

905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS
ACCESS
(Toll Free)

1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER’S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth

416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868
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kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS
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Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to 9 p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St., NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'’S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:

#SAFE (#7233)

1-866-863-0511

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS

1-800-222-8477

(TIPS)
niagaratips.com

Text 274637 (CRIMES),

keyword: Niagara,
then your tip

they would fill my imagination
with stories of the old days.

I have very early memories
of my mother reading to me a
little book with sewn words on
cloth pages called Three Little
Kittens. Later, I was enthralled
by my maternal grandfather
reading out loud, The Adven-
tures of Tom Sawyer and Huck-
leberry Finn as well as Treasure
Island. When T started reading
on my own I enjoyed Enid Bly-
tons adventure books, and of
course the Hardy Boys series. I
especially remember Paddle to
the Sea by Holling B. Hollings
— I really loved that book and
I'still do!

I also recall some books
my father liked — the British
Chums Boy’s Annuals.

My dad had enjoyed them
in the 20s and "30s and happi-
ly passed them on to me. They
were big books, on cheap paper
but they had some colourful
illustrations and wonderful
stories that boys could relate to.

Q. What do you remem-
ber about going to the library?

There was a large down-
town library in London, Ont.
However, I dont remember
going to the library so much

to take out books as there was
a lending library in our public
school. At about 12 years of
age, an aunt gave me a fami-
ly tree and that really piqued
my interest in family and local
history. I started visiting the
local history section of the lo-
cal library — the first of many
such expeditions to reference
libraries in Canada and the
United States since. Of course,
the Internet and digitized re-
cords have revolutionized such
research practices.

Q. Where does your love
of reading come from?

I have to say that when I
was growing up, the education
system in Ontario was pretty
remarkable. When I think of
the literature we were exposed
to — Shakespeare, Dickens,
Hemingway, Conrad and so
forth as part of the high school
curriculum — I still read them
over again. However, when I
got into pre-med at Western
U, I simply had no time to read
anything other than scientific/
medical textbooks through
my 10 plus years of post-high
school education. Occasionally
Id pick up a James Bond pa-
perback just for diversion, but

quite simply I didn't have time
for casual reading.

After I finally finished my
formal education and became
a practising ophthalmologist, I
had a bit more time to pursue
further my interest in the rich
heritage of the Niagara area.
In the meantime, my late wife,
who was also an ophthalmol-
ogist, joined a book club. She
would come home with rec-
ommendations which I would
occasionally read as well.

Q. What do you like about
libraries?

I use the inter-library loan
service, which allows me to ob-
tain books and microfilm tapes
from other libraries. This has
been extremely helpful. I have
also spent many hours on our
library’s microfilm reader to re-
view the library’s extensive col-
lection of microfilms on local
subjects. Fortunately, Library
and Archives Canada in Otta-
wa has now digitized many of
their old microfilm tapes as well
as many other records in their
collection and these are now
readily available on the Inter-
net, which I can access at home.

Continued on page 7

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

This tense courtroom dra-
ma, The Burial (Prime, 2023)
is based on true events. It is
the tale of a once-successful

funeral home owner fallen on
hard times and his attempts
to save his business from a
corporate behemoth. It is en-
grossing drama at its best.
Donald Combe is a retired
English teacher who loves to

go to the movies. Until he re-
sumes going to theatres, he
has graciously agreed to share
his opinions, through ‘short
and sweet” exclusives, of Net-
flix series and wmovies for
The Local.
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Where’s
Ben?

Eden student Ben Fos-
ter continues to discover
new locations in NOTL,
wondering how familiar
others may be with them.
If you know where this
photo was taken, email
penny@notllocal.com.
Last week, Margaret Tar-
nowski tells us, Ben was
standing on the bridge
across the lily pond in the
Pillar and Post’'s Monet’s
Garden, a favourite wed-
ding venue which is open
to the public.
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—= U pead ETTERS Thanks for support that ‘has meant everything’ —

On behalf of the Neumann  community that has provided days, weeks and now months.

and Worthy families, may we

so much support, love and un-

As we grapple with the

offer our heartfelt thanks to a derstanding during these dark reality of the loss of our son

. O/ 000t ETTERS Glendale

Those of us who live in the
Glendale area often refer to our
area as the orphan commu-
nity of Niagara-on-the-Lake.
We are separated by the QEW
physically and to many in
NOTL we appear to be a part
of St. Catharines. Judging by
the letters of folks in Old Town,
we seem to serve only one pur-
pose and that is to fund the
town with taxes from our com-
mercial and industrial devel-
opments as well as the neigh-
bourhood built along the Royal
Niagara Golf Course.

Suddenly however, the
Glendale area has a much
greater importance to the town
planners as an area to absorb
the housing density required to
meet the demands of the region
and the province — an area to
shoulder the load for those who

will not do their share.

Glendale has all the re-
quirements needed for this to
happen: available land, a small
voter base which is powerless
to influence political outcomes,
a younger family-oriented
neighbourhood worried more
about cost of living and taking
care of children with no near-
by schools or public recreation
facilities.

Do I pay a babysitter so I
can sit through a four- to five-
hour planning meeting or do
I drive my kids to hockey or
dance class?

With no ward system, Glen-
dale has no voice at the town
hall. To make matters worse, the
town actually seems to be ac-
tively working against the Glen-
dale taxpayers. The recent town
planning committee meeting

was structured in such as way
as to make it as inconvenient as
possible to get specifics on the
White Oaks development. The
development was put last on the
agenda although it is one of the
largest, if not the largest, devel-
opment proposal in Niagara-
on-the-Lake’s history.

More importantly, the
agenda put it after 23 regis-
tered speakers on the preced-
ing agenda item alone. That
amounts to roughly four hours
of public feedback time. In ef-
fect a filibuster that involved a
much more important client
base, residents from Old Town.

Don't get me wrong, every-
body has a right to speak and I
sat through three hours of the
meeting before being informed
there was approximately two
more hours of discussion allot-

Liam, that support cannot you, to friends, colleagues, St. less ways. Thank you.

be overstated. Simply, it has
meant everything. Thank

an orphan with no voice

ted to the single Old Town is-
sue. The meeting was planned
with this timeline as the speak-
ers were registered in advance,
so no big surprise that Glendale
was shunted to the late hours.

I get the politics and the fact
this development, in whatever
form, will go forward regard-
less of any input from Glendale
residents. In fact most Glen-
dale residents look forward to
increased development of the
area. This need not have been
such a frustrating issue for
Glendale were it not how the
developer and the town han-
dled the process.

The development size and
height request is beyond ridic-
ulous even for a typical devel-
oper. However, a developer can
request any monstrosity they
wish. It is the role of the town

MarKs Church and to all who
reached out in so many count-

staff and elected leaders to pro-
tect developments from harm-
ing the overall town plan and
existing neighbourhoods. How
can this happen if the town feels
no obligation to the residents?

Especially irritating are
comments by the town plan-
ner. The planner informs us
there was ample notice of the
development and residents by
and large chose not to attend
the open house. In fact, I do
not know of a single neighbour
who knew of the open house
being held. I found out after the
open house had started from a
neighbour who found out the
day of the meeting but couldn’t
make arrangements to attend.

We have a community
Facebook page that did not
seem to know in advance.

So, what great effort was

Babs and Ron

made to inform area residents
of the open house? How about
the councillors? Who knew
about the open house and
made an effort to inform the
residents? News media, did
you know and write articles to
inform residents or were you in
the dark too?

Given no knowledge of
what notification is required
or what if any effort was made,
how can I know how things
went so wrong?

The answer from the town
staff seems to be we knew and
did not bother to make an ef-
fort to provide feedback at
either the open house or the
town meeting.

Just so you know, that is
completely false.

Mike Macdonald
NOTL

Several favourite books to be revisited

Continued from page 6

I'm currently writing a biogra-
phy of George Henry Martin
Johnson, Teyonhehkwen, a
legendary Chief of Six Nations
in the 19th century. Many of
the records on Indigenous
subjects in Canada have been
digitized recently, in part be-
cause of the Truth and Recon-
ciliation Commissions work,
and this has been invaluable! I
have now gone through tens of
thousands of such documents
online, which would have been
impossible without Canada’s
central library and archives.

Q. How did reading as a
young person influence you
as a doctor and a historian?

Theyre two different soli-
tudes: science and history, al-
though they do come together
in another interest of mine: the
history of medicine. As a med-
ical student one learns to take
a patients history and, after
the physical examination, one
interprets any lab and radio-
logical findings. In challenging
cases, the physician may even
consult reference sources. In-
terpreting and writing history
in many respects is a similar

process. But I'm convinced
that being exposed to differ-
ent writing styles and genres
invariably improves one’s own
writing style. T've read a lot of
history and non-fiction adven-
ture/expedition books over the
years — Ernest Shackletons
South: The Endurance Expe-
dition, 1914-1916 comes to
mind; more recently I've been
influenced by Canadian his-
torian Charlotte Gray, whose
many works include biogra-
phies of Pauline Johnson and
Alexander Graham Bell, who
was a good friend of ‘my’ Chief
Johnson. Pierre Berton’s output
was truly remarkable — I once
met him at a book launch and
he freely admitted that he had
three or four researchers — I
wish I had those resources.

Q. What is the value of a
library?

As T explained, the library
has been invaluable for me
personally; however, I was so
impressed whenever I came
into the library to use the mi-
crofilm reader, just how busy
the library was: I would witness
children of all ages coming ei-
ther with their school class or
on their own, excitedly picking

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
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out books to take home; some-
times there was a librarian sim-
ply reading to a small group of
children, while on other occa-
sions a parent (or grandparent)
would be sitting there quietly
reading a story to his/her own
child. And whenever I'm at
the front desk I'm impressed
by all the coming and going of
folks of all ages. I also know of
at least one person who comes
in regularly to the library just
to use the computer. I'm fa-
miliar with others who enjoy
the periodicals. No doubt, for
some the library provides a ref-
uge — a pleasant, ‘safe’ place to
escape from their little apart-
ment or perhaps some social
conflict.

Q. Do you have a favourite
book that you keep coming
back to read again and again?

I'm sure for many, ones
favourite book changes from
decade to decade or genre to
genre or simply evolves accord-
ing to one’s stage in life. There
are books that on reading the
last sentence, you sigh and
think ‘wow; that was the best
read yet. Then you find other
books perhaps equally im-
pressive and you conclude that

someday you will just have to
go back and relive that special
read. One that sticks with me
is The Englishmans Boy by Guy
Vanderhaeghe — I'll be com-
ing back to it, someday. Also,
All the Light We Cannot See by
Anthony Doerr was wonder-
ful, in part from my own per-
spective as an ophthalmologist.
I really enjoyed Canadian au-
thor Alistair MacLeod’s novel,
No Great Mischief, although
I was frankly disappointed to
learn how little regard Gener-
al Wolfe had for my Scottish-
soldier ancestors.

One would be remiss if I
didn't mention The Journal of
Major John Norton 1816 with
its remarkable narrative of In-
digenous Peoples and the War
of 1812, including many refer-
ences to Niagara. I was fortu-
nate to hold Norton’s original
manuscript in my hands in the
library of Alnwick Castle, En-
gland, where it sat forgotten for
150 years until discovered by a
researcher and published (and
later reprinted) by the Cham-
plain Society.

Q. Has the library support-
ed your work as an author?

Yes — they held an evening

Dr. Richard Merritt with his books. (I. Andzans)

event where I could talk and
answer questions about my
recent publication — such an

important resource to have an
institution like a local library
that supports local writers.

STAY IN THE LOOP

If you haven’t already signed up for our daily newsletter, with all the
latest headlines from Niagara-on-the-Lake, you’re missing out!
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more than we can include in our weekly printed edition, coming to you daily.

Keep up to date on local news, weather, gas prices, community updates,
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it will be delivered to your inbox every afternoon.
Visit www.notlocal.comldaily
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St Davids growth brings services residents enjoy

Penny Coles
The Local

The village of St. Davids
has seen massive growth
over the last 20 years, with
an increase from about 300

homes to about 1,000 new
builds.

Cannery Park was the
start of development, which
has continued with new
subdivisions tucked away
on both sides of York Road,

Kyle Lam cuts Cody Tovey’s hair at the York Barbers Lounge,
while Elizabeth Bruce chats. (Photos by Penny Coles)

Taurus Terrazzo owner Jessica Eedens, her sister Hayley Eed-
ens, Sarah Sinclair and Ronan Pinder.

16 Kimbermount Dr, St. Catharines | $888,000

and Tanbark Road.

Mike Pearsall, past pres-
ident of the St. Davids Rate-
payers Association, says the
growth really took off in
2008, with the first phases
of Apricot Glen and Peter
Secord subdivisions on ei-
ther side of Four Mile Creek
Road, and continued slower
growth in the Sandalwood
area.

“Around 2012-ish the
post office boxes filled up
and new subdivisions after
that had to go to supermail-
boxes,” he says. By then,
the population was around
1,200, but with about 10
more new subdivisions and
some infilling, he puts the
population at more than
3,000.

With the exception
of the housing border-
ing Creek Road, many of
the new homes are tucked
away off the main streets,
on roads that didn't exist a
decade ago, so that while it's
not the sleepy little village it
was, St. Davids manages to
retain its village character,
says Pearsall.

While not all residents
are in favour of the new de-
velopment taking place, or
of certain aspects of the new
subdivisions, growth also
comes with some advantag-
es — at one time there was
abank, a family-run general
store and a gas station at the

four corners, but not much
else.

The general store be-
came a gift store, the old
firehall became a restaurant
much-appreciated by locals,
and an Avondale replaced
the gas station, offering
some groceries and a coffee
machine.

In recent months, those
passing by have seen chang-
es that wouldnt have oc-
curred without the popula-
tion growth.

Pearsall says while he
hears concerns about spe-
cific issues, including the
height of the new town-
houses behind the Avon-
dale, he senses most resi-
dents are pleased with the
services that are offered,
including the block of four
stores that now front York

Road — stores he says
wouldn't have survived not
that many years ago.

The store owners say
they love their location, and
are optimistic about the fu-
ture.

As several of those
working in the new busi-
nesses told The Local, they
hear all the time from cus-
tomers who will tell them
they've driven by and ad-
mired the storefronts but
never stopped. Once they
do, they promise they’ll be
back.

The store owners also

Lisa Tansley of Small Batch Soaps.

say they see all demograph-
ics, from the seniors living
nearby to the parents whose
children attend St. Davids
Public School.

The Junction, “where
coffee meets community;
began in Fonthill, where
it is much-loved by locals,
some of whom have found
their way to St. Davids —
including owner Tammy
Martin. She had taken over
the Junction in Fonthill, she
says, but once she retired to
NOTL, she was determined
that this town that she had
always loved to visit should
also have a Junction.

The coffee shop and its
patios seems to be a big
draw, to locals and pass-

ers-by, offering a place to sit
with coffee and treats that
are lauded by those who
had stopped by and talked
to The Local on Saturday
afternoon.

Karen Thorpe and her
husband George were hav-
ing a bite to eat — they had
come to St. Davids specifi-
cally to visit Junction. Kar-
en lived in Virgil when she
was young, and continues
to come back decades later
to see her family doctor — it
was on a trip home from the
doctor that she had seen the
coffee shop, and wanted to
giveitatry.

Kristyn Schram livesin a

Continued on page 9
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rural area of NOTL not far
from the Port Weller bridge.
She and her husband are
looking at homes in St. Da-
vids, wanting to downsize,
she says, and they like the
village. It's great for walk-
ing, she has friends who live
nearby and she really enjoys
the community atmosphere
— aswell as Junction, which
she visits often.

Prabhjit Gill has lived in
one of the new subdivisions
in St. Davids since June,
and loves working behind
the counter, where she is
getting to know the lo-
cals. “We moved here from
Oakville) she says. “It was
just too crowded. St. Davids
reminds me of Old Oakville
— its nice and quiet, and
the people are so friend-
ly, so welcoming, both the
people from St. Davids, and
those who are just passing
through?”

Next door to the Junc-
tion is Taurus Terrazzo,
owned by Jessica Eedens
and specializing in hand-
made refillable candle jars
and containers, and deli-
cately scented or unscent-
ed candles to refill them, as
well as interesting plant pots
and other giftware.

She was based in Stam-
ford Green, she says, and

wanted some space for a
retail store where she would
also have room for produc-
tion. “I saw this and loved
that it was part of a commu-
nity. Everything lined up,
and I knew we had to jump
onit”

The developers of the
block “were careful about
curating the four stores, to
make sure we all fit] she
says, “and they did a really
good job of it. We all com-
plement each other”

Eedens, who lived and
worked in Niagara Falls,
says she often travelled to
Fonthill to visit the Junc-
tion. “Id drive there to get
away and have a quiet space
to get some work done,
website, branding, design
stuff — now I can just go
next door”

Lisa Tansley moved to
St. Davids four years ago,
into a house on York Road
that needed to be gutted.
She would leave the vil-
lage every morning to go
to work in Hamilton to her
store, Small Batch Soaps,
where she produces the
handmade items she sells.
She shares the Hamilton
space with more than 100
local businesses, she says.
When she saw the com-
mercial space being built on
York Road, she was excited
at the possibility of bringing
that business model to St.

Davids, on a much smaller
scale.

Her Small Batch Soaps
opened in May, selling her
bath and body products,
with other Niagara artisans
sharing the space, which
now includes organic cloth-
ing for kids, cocktail mixes
and other unique, hand-
made gift items.

“We get a lot of support
from locals;” she says, and
is optimistic about seeing
that grow when the new
townhouses behind her are
occupied.

“The main challenge
here is that it’s all brand new,
and making people aware of
what's here”

Anchoring the other
end of the block of stores is
the York Barbers Lounge —
obviously planning to offer
more than a hair cut, with a
sign on the door indicating
it has applied for a liquor
licence.

It is part of Hypnotyc
Ltd. — which locals will
recognize as the hair salon
on Niagara Stone Road in
Virgil. Its owned by Shawn
Rahbarian. He wasn't at the
trendy barbershop Saturday
afternoon to talk to The Lo-
cal, but his daughter, Eliza-
beth Bruce, was.

“He’s always wanted to
branch out with a barber-
shop, but he didn't find the
right place, until he saw

this and jumped on it,” she
says. “We've been busy with
walk-in clients, lots of par-
ents who walk their kids to
school, and then tell their
friends. We've had great lo-
cal support”

Although its decorated
to look like a barbershop,
they welcome women as
well. “We're all-inclusive,
but we don't do hair colour
here,” says Bruce.

“I've been in each store,”
says Pearsall. “All seem to
be doing well. I've been to
the barber’, and it's always
busy. And I love the coffee
shop — I just wish it would
stay open in the evening”

It closes at 4 p.m., along
with the other stores, he
says. “I'm there at least once
a week, at about 3:30, to
pick up a coffee”

If there is a downside to
the growth, it could be the
region’s decision to install
a traffic roundabout. Al-
though understanding the
value of roundabouts is part
of Pearsall’s job description
— he’s an engineer consid-
ered an expert on round-
abouts — he doesn't believe
the St. Davids intersection
will be improved if the re-
gion perseveres in its deter-
mination to build one there.

“It’s not going to encour-
age people to stop there,” he
says, “its going to encour-
age them to keep going”

October 18, 2023

§tore owners love their York Road location

Prabhjit Gill loves living and working in St. Davids, while
Junction regular Kristyn Schram is hoping to move to St. Da-

vids. (Photos by Penny Coles)

Karen and George Thorpe enjoy treats at Junction.
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Local developer speaks out against town planning policy
Zoning bylaw, Official Plan
lead to planning appeals

Penny Coles
The Local

With the town facing
a long list of development
applications — four pub-
lic meetings were held last
week and five hours were
spent talking about them
— residents appear to be
getting more and more
frustrated at what they see
as inappropriate builds for
Niagara-on-the-Lake, in-
cluding apartment build-
ings, subdivisions and ho-
tels.

They are also frustrat-
ed at the town staff who
support the developments
with recommendations to
council to approve them,
councillors when they ap-
prove them and the cost of
appeals when they don't.

Those in opposition
fill the council chamber,
trying to preserve their
neighbourhoods and their
own homes from the im-
pact of development, an-
gry such proposals are
even considered.

Rainer Hummel is a
developer who grew up in

Niagara-on-the-Lake, and
has faced, and continues
to face, opposition from
locals.

He explains why he
and other developers push
and exceed the envelope of
what the town zoning by-
law and the Official Plan
allow, rather than work
within it. And why they
usually get what they want.

His current proposal
facing opposition is to turn
the historic Phillips Estate
on Queen Street, covering
much of the block between
Mississagua Street, into an
81-room hotel that will
include a partial fourth
floor.

There was a time when
he wanted nothing more to
do with the estate, which
he had already started
to convert to an upscale
boutique hotel of a caliber
that would attract guests
who would think noth-
ing of spending upwards
of $2,500 a night. But a
music festival project that
would have attracted those
kinds of guests folded, and
the tourists who come to

town now for the wineries,
restaurants and all it has to
offer, are not looking for
that kind of accommoda-
tion, he says.

An acrimonious di-
vorce, which Hummel
says was partly over the
estate itself — his wife of
the time wanted to live in
it, he didn’t — delayed any
work on the property for
years, other than cutting
the grass, and he lost inter-
est in it. “T felt like I'd had
enough. It was personal. I
decided I didn’t need the
negativity in my life any
more.”

The attempted sale
of the property, he says,
brought good offers, some
at the full asking price of
$15 million, but with con-
ditions that didnt work
out. So now here he is,
years later, with an appli-
cation to the town for a
project that brought out
almost 30 people who op-
pose his plans and wanted
to speak at last week’s pub-
lic meeting.

Does that bother him?
Not in the least.

“Call us greedy if you
want,” he tells The Local. “I
truly love what I do. I love
the people I work with,
amazing people. I go to

333 ORCHARD DRIVE | $1,379,000

Welcometo 333 Orchard Drive, a charming and wellfinished colonial style two-story home located
in an inviting Niagara-on-the-Lake neighborhood. One perfect for relaxed and comfortable living.
The main level features a warm living room with wood-burning fireplace, beautiful and bright
kitchen with center island and adjacent dining area with access to the backyard patio. Upstairs
you will find the spacious primary bedroom, the just as elegant second bedroom, modern three-
piece bathroom and perfect third bedroom, office or den space. The unfinished basement will
provide ample space for customization. The appeal continues outside with the covered front
porch, concrete driveway, fully landscaped gardens, walkways and lovely new patio and deck
to enjoy. This home is located only a stone’s throw from Ryerson Park, featuring Niagara's most
spectacular sunsets and views of Lake Ontario. Appreciate and admire the peaceful lifestyle of
Niagara-on-the-Lake and its community, set amidst parks, vineyards, golf courses, The Shaw
Festival Theater and famous Queen Street shopping all within easy walking or biking distance.

Christopher Bowron
Broker of Record
905-327-6704

Nicole Vanderperk
Sales Representative
905-941-4585

dinner regularly with law-
yers. This is an incredibly
creative process.”

There is a simple expla-
nation why he and other
developers ask for more
than town bylaws and the
Official Plan allow, and
usually get what they want,
he says — they follow pro-
vincial legislation.

When councillors op-
pose their own planning
staff recommendations,
which have to follow pro-
vincial legislation, Hum-
mel points out, the town
ends up with expensive
appeals that go to the land
tribunal, and the develop-
ers win.

In an effort to preserve
what is important to res-
idents, the town, even
with its recently updated
Official Plan, has zoning
bylaws that won’t hold up
against provincial plan-
ning legislation, he con-
tinues. Although he backs
away from saying “never;’
he says he hasn’t lost an
appeal in 25 years.

“The town bylaws and
Official Plan were passed
based on and created by
politicians who are put un-
der pressure by unreason-
able special interest groups
that don't agree with pro-
vincial policy. I go by laws
that conform, that are ap-
proved by the province. It’s
not that complicated”

“Most appeals would
be unnecessary if politi-
cians could create an Offi-
cial Plan and zoning bylaw
that conform to provincial
policy;” he adds.

Developers, says Hum-

Rainer Hummel (Supplied)

mel, don't spend money
on projects that won't get
built — it’s too expensive.
“No developer would ever
apply for something they
can’t win. It’s too costly.
You can't take that level
of risk. You follow the act
that governs planning pol-
icy, you follow provincial
statutes. That’s what the
Ontario Land Tribunal ap-
plies, not local bylaws.”

Town planning staff, he
continues, “have an obli-
gation to follow the law,
to follow provincial legis-
lation. You can't just make
up your own rules. When
professional planners go
to work they too love what
they do. They don't want
to go against their princi-
ples”

And when politicians
go against staff advice,
“there are consequences.”

Residents believe de-
velopers have a choice,
one of which is not to get
into a situation that brings
such strong opposition
over their proposals, by
following town policy. But
Hummel says that’s not an
option in NOTL.

“If I had 100,000 acres,
and I said I wanted to build
two houses on it, it would
be too many. I can never
make people happy, ever”

The biggest concerns
from residents when
speaking about the Phil-
lips Estate are the fourth
floor, and that the park-
ing to be provided is not
enough. Hummel dismiss-
es both.

The fourth floor will be
set back from the front of

the building, and not vis-
ible “unless youre on the
second floor of the Charles
Inn” across the street, he
says, or maybe from a car
on Queen Street, but not
to pedestrians on the side-
walk — although neigh-
bours of the property are
more concerned about ho-
tel patrons looking down
on their backyards.

As for parking, he says
he wanted it all under-
ground, and he thinks
what he originally planned
for was sufficient, but the
town wanted more. He
now has a parking lot at
street level at the side of
the hotel at Simcoe and
Johnson Streets with 14
spaces, which he thinks
are too many. “They eats
up greenspace, he says,
but that was a battle he
didn’t want fight.

He is retaining the
original front lawn of the
estate, preserving greens-
pace facing Queen Street.

When spending $30
million-plus on a project,
he says, “I have to create
something I believe will be
successful, and I like to see
a bit of a margin in there
to ensure success. I've seen
projects where the devel-
oper didn’t have the mus-
cle, the wherewithal, the
tenacity to see it through.
Without that youre go-
ing to get beaten up on all
sides, until you get to the
end and realize you have
a design by committee. I
don’t quit. The one thing
I have is tenacity. And I
haven't lost — at least not
yet”
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Local Love Recipe
presented by:

SPIRIT IN NIAGARA

SOUR SLIMER

2 0z Pear Eau De Nie

| 0z Pear Nectar

0.5 oz Pear Syrup

05 0z Lemon juice

Coat one side of a dessert wine ¢lass
lightly with pink sugar and set aside. Add
the remaining ingredients to a shaker with
ice and shake vigorously Strain into glass

GLASS: Martini
GARNISH: Pink Sugar, Gummy Worm OPEN 11AM - 8PM DAILY

SPIRITINNIAGARA.COM | 905 934 1300
458 LAKESHORE ROAD, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE

~ FEATURING LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
NO COVER CHARGE ~

MONDAY:
WILBER JAMES BLUES BAND
OR ON THE MARK JAZZ TRIO

THURSDAY:
EDDIE Pi1zz0
ON THE BABY GRAND

FRIDAY:
DRAGAN ON THE SAXES

THE
FARMHOUSE
CATE

Open For
Lunch Daily
Regervationg Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!
Or give ug a call to book

905-468-8814

Bring this ad in for [O% off lunch on any
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday in October

CAROLINE CELLARS WINERY

7/@1}@0/% @{ Z%e weele

Zesty Lemon Dark Balsamic
0% off Oct 13th - Oct 19th

(limit 2 per customer)
Bacon Extra Virgin Olive Oil
90% off Oct 20th - Oct 26th

(limit 2 per customer)

10% LOCAL DISCOUNT* S
FOR NOTL RESIDENTS sty
*excludes 50% off i
PTG R | 1010 Liua 2, UUEL 054508804 wrnSacoliuatallas su

= |_ove Where You Live: SUPPORT Ypoql =
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‘We’re all afraid of what’s next’ — even here

Continued from page 1

that speaks to me. What
I'm really looking for is a
place to gather, and NOTL
doesn't have that — a place
to bring everybody together.
I grew up in a small Jewish
community, and I think
that's where this need comes
from?”

That was her goal before
the atrocities began in Israel,
she says, and is even more so
now.

“It has been devastat-
ing to watch. There are no
words to describe how it
feels,” she says, to see that
hate and anti-Semitism rise
again. “Now is a time for us
to come together to support
each other. We're all reach-
ing out to say were okay,
we're united.”

And yet, she admits, she’s
really not okay. Typically an
upbeat, positive person, she
says that “this is a very dark
time for me”

Hurov says her grand-
mother left Poland as a teen-
ager, leaving her family be-
hind — a family that would
be destroyed by the Holo-
caust, leaving her grand-
mother the only survivor.
Her grandfather watched his
mother raped, she says.

“This brings me back to
the Holocaust, my grand-

father fleeing in the middle
of the night. It's a part of my
history and my people”

Her mother grew up
Winnipeg, bullied because
of her religion, and although
Hurov was raised in a Jew-
ish community where she
should have felt safe, she
says she hated that she was
Jewish, and feared she too
would be bullied.

“I don't want that fear
and hate for my daughter. I
want her to feel the support
of her community, a com-
munity that stands united,
where everybody feels love
for each other”

Others who have been in
town longer than Hurov es-
timate there may be 150 Jew-
ish people in NOTL, possi-
bly more, she says, and she
wants to find a way to bring
them together. Her first plan
of action is a Friday night
Shabbat dinner — Shabbat
is a day of rest that lasts from
sundown on Friday evening
through nightfall on Satur-
day night, and begins with
a dinner that brings family
and friends together, she
explains. She is planning on
hosting it at the York Road
Central Community Church
in November.

“The dinner will be fo-
cused on bringing everyone
together to show support for

our Jewish community, and
all those who have been af-
fected by war and atrocities”

She has family in Israel,
and friends who have family
in Gaza, she says. “It breaks
my heart to see people in
Gaza without homes, and
people in Israel who are ter-
rified”

And of course there is
the fear of what might hap-
pen right here, in response
to calls “to kill all Jews,
eliminate all Jews. Police are

aware of it, they are on high
alert, and we're all afraid of
what's next. But I feel I have
to have a voice, and bring
people together to support
each other”

The Jewish community,
she says, “needs to have a
strong voice. Everyone I've
talked to, were all deeply
concerned.”

“I really dont under-
stand why people would
side with a terrorist organi-
zation,” she continues. “It’s

mind-blowing that anyone
would support terrorism,
and not speak up against it.’

In spite of what she has
witnessed, she says, “there
is no hate inside me. I want
people to love each other. I
want understanding. I want
the world to be rid of ha-
tred”

And she wants her
daughter to grow up in
community that celebrates
the traditions she loves, that
she hopes will continue for a

long time to come.

“I want her to be proud,
not afraid”

It's especially important
now, she says, to be stronger
together, united against all
people who are marginal-
ized, to show the world this
will never happen again, and
“to show love when there is
so much hate”

Hurov has created Jew-
ish in Niagara on Face-
book: visit facebook.com/
groups/1449841038894175.

dinner. (Dave Gilchrist)

Lots to choose from

A pumpkin and squash farm on East and West Line offers plenty of choice for those stocking up for Halloween — or

PUBLIC NOTICE

INSTALLATION OF AN ALL-WAY STOP AT
THE INTERSECTION OF
CONCESSION 2 ROAD AND LINE 3 ROAD

NOTICE is hereby given that the Council of the Corporation of the Town
Niagara-on-the Lake has amended By-Law 4308-09 to establish an all-
way stop at the intersection of Concession 2 Road and Line 3 Road.

Currently, only east and west bound traffic on Line 3 Road is required to
stop. Based on the amended By-Law, now drivers travelling north and
south bound on Concession 2 Road are required to stop as well.

Drivers are urged to use extra caution at this intersection as traffic
adjusts to the new stop signs.

New stop signs will be erected on October 17, 2023, and enforcement
of the all-way stop will commence immediately upon installation.

Those with questions are encouraged to contact Marci Weston, Traffic
Engineering Technologist for the Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake by
emailing marci.weston@notl.com or calling (905) 468-3266.

Opinions divided over
off-site meetings

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

A report brought to
Niagara-on-the-Lake council-
lors Tuesday morning about
costs associated with moving
meetings to sites other than
town hall was met with mixed
reactions from councillors.

Recently, Coun. Gary Bur-
roughs raised concerns about
public meetings and their agen-
das being too full, with dozens
of people being registered as
speakers. Residents have ended
up not giving their presenta-
tions due to the meetings going
late into the evening — as well
as some finding the process of
speaking virtually confusing,
he said.

Burroughs has said staff
should remove non-conten-
tious development applications
from agendas and let them “ex-
pire” when it comes to required
timelines from the province re-
lated to the scheduling of pub-
lic meetings.

He also wants to see the
community centre used as a
venue for discussion about de-
velopments that draw a lot of
public attention.

During Tuesdays com-
mittee-of-the-whole meeting,
a report was provided by staft
to outline what would be re-

quired if a meeting were to
be relocated from the council
chamber to the communi-
ty centre.

The report says one meet-
ing at the community cen-
tre would cost about $5,000.

Staff says the communi-
ty centre is not equipped for
council meetings, and that
hiring a company to han-
dle additional microphones
and equipment, plus running
a livestream, would be more
than $3,400 for one meeting.

It would also result in more
than $1,400 of staft overtime,
plus a rental fee of the centre of
more than $400.

But Burroughs suggested
that he may look for support
from the rest of council to see
the town set aside funds to ac-
commodate off-site meetings.

“Id prefer to be spending
money on our capital budget
that were doing right now and
fixing that so that public meet-
ings can be held for the public
at the community centre;” said
Burroughs.

The community centre au-
ditorium can hold 569 people,
but has 300 seats, reads the staft
report.

The council chambers at
town hall can seat 58 mem-
bers of the public, not includ-
ing councillors, staff and the
press.

Chief administrative of-

ficer Marnie Cluckie said the
report before council Tuesday
is meant to address questions
about costs associated with oft-
site meetings.

“It’'s simply to provide infor-
mation in that regard,” she said.

Staff will also create a draft
off-site meeting policy, which
would include a list of criteria
to be considered when coun-
cilis faced with a decision about
moving to another location.

Questions raised by Bur-
roughs regarding changes to
how public meeting agendas are
formatted will be addressed in
another report coming to coun-
cil next week, said Cluckie.

Coun. Maria Mavridis
isn’t on the same page as Bur-
roughs.

“I dont know if moving
them to a bigger venue is the
answer, she said, adding that
she believes people register as
speakers possibly without any
intention of actually speaking —
but only to put their name on
one side of the discussion.

“A lot of people register to
speak, and thats just to make a
point;” she said.

Mavridis  also  suggest-
ed the town should enforce
a rule that individuals who
share their opinions are only
allowed to provide “new in-
formation,” and not repeat ar-

Continued on page 13
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Simcoe panel important to town’s history

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

A commemorative panel at
an important site in Niagara-
on-the-Lake’s history may have
some inaccuracies — but that
shouldnt take away from its
significance, according to local
historians.

In August, the towns mu-
nicipal heritage committee
received a report in relation to
demolition plans for the former
Parliament Oak school, which
closed in 2015 and was sold to a
developer three years later.

Two Sisters Resorts has
plans for a 129-suite hotel
with a restaurant and other
amenities.

And to the surprise of lo-
cals, researchers from Stantec,
the firm hired by the develop-
er to create a commemoration
plan for the site and its artifacts,
say the familiar stone panel on
an outside wall of the school,
marking the property as where
one of the first sessions of Up-
per Canada parliament oc-
curred, could be wrong.

History experts within the
local community aren't disput-
ing the position brought for-
ward by the developer’s team.

Nothing really confirms
it to be true — or false, says
Sarah  Kaufman, curator
at the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Museum.

She said there’s an under-
standing that the government
assembled under an oak tree,
but its never been certain
that it’s the one on the former
school property.

“Its just not stated that it
occurred exactly at that site”
Kaufman told The Local, add-
ing that the meeting of parlia-
ment has never been proven
through archival documenta-
tion.

It’s possible the property in
the Old Town was just used as
a spot to highlight this “local
lore” in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

“I think it was chosen as the
site to commemorate that his-
tory, but is not necessarily the
actual site where it happened,”
she said.

Kaufman also said the town
reached out to the museum re-
cently as a result of the claims
in the developers commemo-
ration plan, which points to the
potential mistakes on the stone
panel.

Is this the first time the his-
tory of the site has been public-
ly questioned?

Kaufman said its possible
it's been discussed in the past,
but she doesn't recall it coming
up in her 13 years with the mu-
seum.

The commemoration plan
included in the heritage com-
mittee meeting agenda says
that on Sept. 17, 1792, Simcoe
held the first session of parlia-
ment for the new colony of Up-
per Canada, and that the “exact
location” of the first session of
parliament is unknown.

Possible locations include
Navy Hall, Butler’s Barracks,

the Freemasons' Hall, or a
tent located under an oak tree
at the present-day location of
325 King Street, the site of the
school.

“However, it is generally
acknowledged that Navy Hall
served as the main parliament
site of Upper Canada during
this time;” says the report.

The second session of the
parliament of Upper Cana-
da was held between May 31,
1793, and July 9, 1794, says the
report before the committee.

Interpretive material on the
concrete panel on the wall of
the former school suggests that
Simcoe presided upon a ses-
sion of this parliament in Au-
gust 1793, at the former school
site under the shade of an oak
tree.

“However, both the House
of Assembly and Legislative
Council were prorogued on
July 9, 1793, and no further ses-
sions of parliament were held
until 1794, said the report pre-
pared by Stantec Consulting.

Also, the diary of Eliza-
beth Simcoe indicates that she
and her husband set sail for
Toronto on July 29, 1793, and
remained in the Toronto area
through September.

“Therefore, it is unlikely
that any parliamentary pro-
ceeding took place under an
oak tree at present-day 325
King Street in August 1793
the report says.

Because of these findings,
the developer wasn't planning
to use the panel as part of its
commemoration on the school
site.

But town staff are recom-
mending an amendment to the
developer’s plans — that this
panel is retained and placed on
King Street.

Council has yet to approve
the project.

Despite an inability for
anyone to confirm whether
what the panel says is an error,
Kaufman said it should be in-
cluded in the developer’s plans.

“I think it would be good
community outreach if the
property owners maintained
the plaque on the site] said
Kaufman.

Its also possible that a
plaque will be placed nearby to
clarify that the panel may have
incorrect information.

Kaufman supported the
idea and noted that the Ontario
Heritage Trust is in the process
of updating other plaques in
the province to “provide more
context” about other events.

Ron Dale, a local histori-
an and author, is also familiar
with the confusion.

“The idea of parliament
meeting under an oak tree on
this property is part of the oral
history of Niagara-on-the-Lake
going back to the late 19th cen-
tury, and well-established in
local lore, whether true or not,”
he told The Local, adding that
the panel also incorrectly refers
to Simcoe as a “sir”

But he believes the story of
the meeting at this site must
have had some basis in fact.

“The legend may have had

the wrong timing of the meet-
ing and perhaps the wrong lo-
cation, but the event is part of
the fabric of the community
and may have inspired gener-
ations of students who attend-
ed the school,” said Dale, who
was superintendent of Niagara
national historic sites for Parks
Canada from 1992 to 2013.

He said it’s possible that on
a particularly hot day, the gov-
ernment might have met out-
doors near Navy Hall where
the Simcoes had large marquis
tents erected.

He also suspects that Sena-
tor Plumb, who had a “magnif-
icent house” on the Parliament
Oak site, may have “spread the
story to give more prominence
to his property”

Dale said the panels, his-
torically accurate or not, “have
taken on their own value as
important community artifacts
and should be preserved”

Kaufman said the Plumb
house is an important piece

Correct or not, the panel on the wall of the former Parliament Oak School is important to the his-
tory of NOTL, expert says. (Kris Dube)

of the property, and that there
could be remnants of that
structure buried beneath the
former school.

Bas-relief panels, the Parlia-
ment Oak School sign, bricks
from the former school, and
a sculpture related to the Un-

derground Railroad, are other
components the developer has
said will be incorporated into
the plans.

Town staff reports cost of an
off-site meeting to be $5,000

Continued from page 12

guments and points that have
already been raised.

She also said its “hard to
control a crowd when theyre
that big;” referring to hundreds
of people piling into the com-
munity centre.

Coun.  Adriana  Viz-
zari asked if the $5,000 price
tag would also apply to venues
in other villages when projects
come up related to places like
Glendale or St. Davids.

Cluckie said using another
facility in one of those places

would likely come at a similar
cost.

“It would have to be re-
viewed on a case-by-case ba-
sis, depending where we go,
she said.

Late last year, the province
enacted its More Homes Built
Faster Act, which is part of On-
tarios Housing Supply Action
Plan and aims to see 1.5 million
new homes built in Ontario by
2031.

That, along with the town
and Niagara Regions official
plans, which are guided by
provincial legislation, all need

to be taken into consideration,
said Coun. Erwin Wiens, who
believes educating the public
about the planning process
and how it works should be a
priority.

He said there are examples
of public meetings in other mu-
nicipalities being relocated to
larger sites, and that Niagara-
on-the-Lake should be cau-
tious.

“Its generally a negative
outcome,” he said. Wiens also
said its a common occurrence
when major developments are
being scrutinized by the public

that “emotions get in the way of
the factual basis of good plan-
ning”

Coun. Wendy Cheropi-
ta said the main concern is
that residents want to “feel as
though they’re being heard”

She hopes the town can
“look at ways in which we
might be able to find some ef-
ficiencies,” and also assure the
public that written submissions
and comments are not ignored
by council and staff.

No decision was made
Tuesday, with the report re-
ceived for information.

SUPERIOR COUNTERTOPS

\‘\«a'ﬂ

QUARTZ || GRANITE

FREE STAINLESS STEEL SINK

WITH QUARTZ OR GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9 am -5 pm Saturday 10 am -1 pm
580 Read Rd., Units D & E, St. Catharines | 905-687-4949 | SUPERIORCOUNTERS.CA
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‘Spectacular fall’ leads to high-quality grapes

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Ontarios wine industry
gets its flavours from about
80,000 tonnes of grapes that are
grown across the province each
year — and half of that yield
comes from farms in Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

Last year was considered
a disaster because of wintry
weather appearing too early,
resulting in the overall har-
vest being about 50 per cent of
what it is in a normal season,
explained Erwin Wiens, a lo-
cal grape grower for almost 30
years, this year’s Grape King
and also NOTLs deputy lord
mayor.

But everything is back
on track in 2023, and an
“above-average” harvest is ex-
pected. “The vines came back
super strong this year] said
Wiens.

The summer brought what
could be considered too much
rain — but a “spectacular fall”
with warm afternoons and
cool nights is allowing growers
to finish strong, said Wiens,
who is about halfway through
harvesting his crop for the year

before taking it to local winer-
ies, including Peller Estates and
Vineland Estates.

“Were seeing a really
nice crop, and the quality is su-
per this year]’ said Wiens, add-
ing that dry and warm weather
during the day, and cool tem-
peratures overnight help the
ripening process.

The season is about 10 days
behind schedule and harvest-
ing should be completed by
mid-November.

“In the grape industry, the
fall is make it or break it he
said.

Niagara-on-the-Lake is of-
ten considered the envy of oth-
er growers across the province
and all of Canada as the town
has a municipal irrigation sys-
tem that hydrates more than
3,200 hectares of local agricul-
tural land.

The system that started
about 35 years ago was “not
needed as much” in 2023 be-
cause of a lot of rain giving
grapevines what they need,
said Wiens, who grows six vari-
eties of grapes at his operation.

Aidan Buis is part of the
team at Glenlake Orchards and
Vineyards on Lakeshore Road,
working with his uncle Peter
and father Kevin.

Cheers to a great harvest: Grape King Erwin Wiens, shown
in his vineyard on the day of his installation, says this year an
“above-average” harvest is expected. (Denis Cabhill)

Their harvest is on pace to
be about 2,000 tonnes, and he
agrees that warm days in the
fall have been extremely helpful
this season.

“That really helped prog-
ress the ripeness in the berries,
he said.

And Dbecause of that
warmth, he expects there
will be some “really cool fla-
vours you don't typically see”
that will end up in wine bottles.

Even though there is a

slight delay to a wrap on the
final day of harvest, which he
expects will be around Nov. 15,
the 2023 growing season is go-
ing smoothly.

“Everything has been very
clean so far — we haven't seen
any rot problems or pest is-
sues,” he said.

Buis is studying at Brock
Universitys Cool  Climate
Oenology and Viticulture In-
stitute, wanting to further his

>«

knowledge — he’s “starting to

Aidan Buis of Glenlake Orchards and Vineyards watches
over the grape harvest. (Supplied)

fall in love with the business.”

One thing he has already
learned, Buis said, is that being
able to pull from multiple bod-
ies of water, such as the Niagara
River, Lake Ontario, and the
Welland Canal is a “huge” geo-
graphic asset.

Although farmers didn't
have to rely on the system as
much in 2023, he said in years
when they do, it's important to
be able to depend on it, and not
to have to deal with emergen-

cies related to dry weather.

“Its never a worry if we
know we have to water our en-
tire farm — we just may have
to work a little more,” he said
referring to the infrastructure
that needs to be set up when
watering.

According to the Grape
Growers of Ontario, there are
500 farmers in the province
who operate more than 7,200
hectares of vineyards.

Fall Fun Fest hosted by Fine Estates Team

At the Fine Estates Team’s
Four Mile Creek Road office on
Saturday, owner Andrew Perrie
hosted a Fall Fun Fest for the
community. There were drinks
for adults and kids, pumpkin
carving with pumpkins pro-
vided by Phil's Your Indepen-
dent, and colouring as well
as a bouncy castle. The fun
captured in photographs from
the event include (clockwise
from top left): Jon and Rory
Muste, with Evan Giessler in
the brown jacket behind them,
trying out the bouncy castle.
Colouring are Jayde Ormsby
and Theo Cauhi. At the pump-
kin carving table are (on the
left side) Blake Simons-Whyte,

Ben Simons-Whyte,

Delilah

Colvin and her mom Amanda
Colvin, Kaia Lee, and (on the
right side) Theo Cauhi, Elea-
nor Colvin, and Kade and Hud-
son Perrie. Outside the office,
Andrew Perrie poses for a pho-
to with his wife Gabriella, and
Hudson, Jagger and Kade.

(Penny Coles)

NOTL'S FAVORITE REALTOR® FAMILY TEAM

'FREE HOME EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT MATT

CALL MATT MILLER

416-476-3526

#1RLP TEAM NOTL 2022

ANDREWS LAW
PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081

info@rjwandrews.ca

REAL ESTATE WILLS BUSINESS




notllocal.com

Sharon Burns
The Local

The NOTL Youth Collec-
tive’s fall session is kicking off
with a Halloween social for
Niagara-on-the-Lake youth.

On Saturday, Oct. 21,
the youth collective will host
a Halloween social at its
Cornerstone ~ Community
Church site on Niagara Stone
Road. Young people will test
their courage with the ‘Do
You Dare?” game, BeanBoo-
zled game, a ‘Fear Maze, a
cookie-decorating  station,
Halloween music, dancing
and more.

“We wanted to open the
fall season with a fun, casual
social event,” said Brenda Fer-
guson, programming lead for
the collective. “Now that ev-
eryone has transitioned into
their fall schedules, we plan
to build on the success of our
winter and spring sessions by
continuing to ensure there are
safe and welcoming spaces for
all NOTL youth?”

“We literally just launched
in January;” said Caroline Pol-
grabia, a planning committee
member. “The premise of the
group was to really try and
shine a light on youth and
youth programming and ob-
viously the youth role in the
community. We want to give
youth more profile and fill the
gaps on the things that the
kids wanted in our commu-
nity that didn’t exist”

The collective has already
provided local youth with
a plethora of programming
options. While it has offered
drop-in centres, Polgrabia

said the group found more
success with themed regis-
tered programs such as cook-
ing class and chess club. The
Raspberry PI Microcontroller
Workshop was a huge hit, she
said, and they hope to offer it
again with Ben Higgins at the
helm.

“We know that we're going
to be working again with Big
Brothers Big Sisters to present
the Go Girls program,” added
Polgrabia. They also plan to
offer first aid and babysitting
certification programs this
fall.

“Were going to build
on the things that were re-
ally successtul. Most of the
programming which takes
place this fall is going to be
registered social programs,
because those are kind of
the gaps we are seeing in the
community; said Polgrabia.

“Thats where weve been
headed. We don't think were
going to have a standard pro-
gram. Its going to ebb and
flow based on what else is go-
ing on in the community”

The collective has a close
eye on working with all com-
munity partners and with the
town on their new family and
youth programming. “We are
excited and very thankful to
the council for the enhanced
focus on families and youth,”
said Polgrabia.

“Lets see what we can
make happen together to sup-
port NOTL families. There is
still a lot of work to do and
many conversations needed.
This is a wonderful step in the
right direction,” she added.

The Halloween social is
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Kaitlyn and Jayden Polgrabia are ready to party for Halloween. (Photos supplied)

open for students of all ages.
Volunteers ask that parents or
guardians of youth in Grades
5 and under stay to supervise
their children.

This event is being offered
free because of the strong
community support the group
has experienced to date. Fam-
ilies are asked to register in
advance to support planning,
and in lieu of admission, bring
non-perishable food item do-
nations to support the NOTL
Youth Collective ‘Gives Back’
program.

Polgrabia explained the

Give Back program as an
opportunity for youth to
be responsible “within the
community and to give back
when there’s an opportunity”
On Valentines Day; for exam-
ple, young people created Val-
entine’s Day cards which were
dropped off at local retire-
ment centres. “It's the idea of
making sure that they (youth)
understand that they have a
role to play in the community
to give back and contribute”
The collective could use
some help with volunteers for
the Halloween event, and do-

nations, such as peanut-free
candy, decorations and gift
bags. Cash donations are al-
ways welcome to help offset
this and other event expenses.
Contact Brenda at programs.
notlyouth@gmail.com.

The event will be held at
the Cornerstone Commu-
nity Church Town Campus
at 1570 Niagara Stone Road
from 6 to 8 pm, Oct. 21.
Families can pre-register
for the Halloween event at
https://forms.gle/oTVCH-
QRk8epQqGQ88. Youth are
encouraged to wear costumes

and get into the Halloween
spirit.

“We are so grateful to
Cornerstone for continuing
to allow us to use their Town
Campus for youth program-
ming. Their unwavering
support for the entire NOTL
Youth community by prov-
ing this central location is so
important, and ensures pro-
grams are accessible for ev-
eryone,” said Polgrabia.

The schedule for this fall’s
seven-week session will be
out soon, and can be found at
NOTLYouth.com.

As part of youth collective programming, kids were offered opportunities to give back to their
community, including helping out at the 124 on Queen McLaren event.

Last spring, youth collective volunteers organized an outing for kids to experience lawn bowling
at the community centre, aided by club members.

Kids have fun at one of the first winter sessions.

An open house to share news of the youth collective and programming ideas was held in October
2022. With winter and spring sessions under their belt, volunteers are gearing up for fall.
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Poppy Project volunteers prepare for Nov. 1 installation

Local Staff

The Poppy Project con-
tinues to grow!

Niagara-on-the-Lake
Museum volunteers are
preparing to once again
create a stunning display
of poppies on their Cas-
tlereagh Street building
and at the Court House on
Queen Street, leading up
to Remembrance Day, and
this year are also planning

an expanded display at the
Royal Canadian Legion
on King Street. The instal-
lation is expected to take
place at all three sites on
Now. 1.

The displays will con-
sist of multi-cascading
nets of poppies, a poppy
garden honouring lo-
cal veterans, and poppy
wreaths displayed by local
businesses. The poppies
are made, and this week

volunteers are attaching
them to the nets that will
drape the buildings.

The Poppy Project rep-
resents hundreds of hours
of hand labour by a team
of 40-plus local volun-
teers, popularly known as
The Poppy Brigade. Now
in its third year, the bri-
gade, under the direction
of co-ordinator Barbara
Worthy, has become an
accomplished and efficient

army of knitters, crochet-
ers and sewers. For eight
weeks in the fall, these vol-
unteers meet to ensure all
aspects of the project are
completed and ready for
installation.

“Our amazing volun-
teers created more than
2,000 poppies again this
year, says Worthy. “So
now they have created
more than 6,000 poppies.
And the wreath ladies

once again braved poison
ivy and rose thorns to har-
vest and dry even more
grape vines for the dozens
of wreaths”

The museum is busting
at its seams when the bri-
gade is at work, with much
of the museum’s tempo-
rary exhibits pushed aside
to make room for the
14-foot-long nets, boxes
of vines and flowers, signs,
cables, screws and moun-

tains of zip ties, to the in-
trigue and amazement of
visitors, adds Worthy.
“This is a perfect ex-
ample of how our mu-
seum expansion will en-
able these projects to be
undertaken without any
disruption to the public’s
enjoyment of our current
exhibits,” says the muse-
um’s managing director

Continued on page 17

The Poppy Project is being expanded for Royal Canadian Legion hall, requiring more poppies

and nets. (Photos supplied)

‘The Poppy Brigade’ is hard at work at the NOTL Museum attaching poppies to nets for the instal-
lation at the Royal Canadian Legion.

Legion president outlines activities leading to Remembrance Day

Local Staff

The Niagara-on-the-
Lake branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion will be-
gin its annual poppy cam-
paign Friday, Oct. 27 and
continue until Remem-
brance Day.

The legion distributes
poppies during that time,
and accepts donations
to its poppy trust fund,
which supports veterans
and their families.

The poppy flag will be
raised Friday, Oct. 27 at
the town hall at 9:30 a.m.
to bring awareness to the

poppy campaign and Re-
membrance Day.

There will be poppy
boxes on the counters of
more than 200 business-
es in town who have gra-
ciously agreed to assist,
says legion president Al
Howse, as well as mem-
bers of Branch 124 on the
streets with poppies to
greet pedestrians.

Other events leading
up to Remembrance Day
include a free veterans’
dinner at the legion, Sat-
urday Nov. 4.

“Anyone who has
served in the military is
welcome, whether they are

a legion member or not,
says Howse. “Just stop by
the branch and pick up a
ticket at the bar or the of-
fice, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m?”

Older veterans who
need assistance can bring
a helper to the dinner, also
at no charge.

Anyone not in the mil-
itary, but who would like
to attend can pick up a $20
ticket at the bar or office.

As is customary, the le-
gion will be holding a re-
membrance service at each
of three seniors homes —
on Nov. 9, 10:30 a.m. at
Pleasant Manor, 1 p.m. at
Niagara Long Term Care,

Volunteers help make the poppy nets.

and 3 p.m. at Upper Cana-
da Lodge.

Remembrance  Day
services on Nov. 11 will
take place starting at 10:50
a.m. on Queen Street in
front of the cenotaph, and
at 1 p.m. at the Queenston
cenotaph.

Any group that wish-
es to participate in the
parade, please contact the
branch office, says Howse,
and those unable to march
can join at the cenotaph.

Also to those who cus-
tomarily lay wreaths on
Nov. 11, the legion asks
that wreath orders are
submitted by Nov. 7.

Expect to see Royal Canadian Legion president Al Howse
distributing poppies again this year. (File photo)



notllocal.com

THENOTL®per/ M October 18,2023 17

Monster Bash might be best party of the year

This year's fundraiser is for Red Roof Retreat

Local Staff

Local couple Shari and
Perry Hartwick will be
hosting their 10th (almost)
annual Monster Bash cos-
tume and dance party at
Willowbank in Queenston
on Oct. 28, in support of
Red Roof Retreat.

What started as a Hal-
loween party in their home
more than 10 years ago has
now grown into a year-
ly sold-out costume and
dance party at the Willow-
bank Estate, raising thou-
sands of dollars for local
charities.

Initially, funds raised
went to KidSport Niagara,
a charity near and dear to
the Hartwicks that supports
families who cannot afford
to put their kids in sports.

In 2022, Red Roof Re-
treat, a local non-profit
organization that provides
respite and recreational
programs for individuals
with special needs, was
the selected recipient and
received $12,000 raised at
this sold-out event.

With guests in full cos-
tume and music spun by DJ
Marinko, this year’s event
will not disappoint. “It’s a

party like no other, says
Steffanie Bjorgan, execu-
tive director of Red Roof
Retreat.

“Shari and Perry put so
much of their time and en-
ergy into making this hap-
pen every year.’

It is set to be another
great fundraising event,
with this year’s local spon-
sors including Limited
Distillery, Brunch Bever-
ages, Niagara Oast House
Brewers, Cosmo Condina
Photography, Grape Es-
cape Wine Tours and Carol
Perrin of Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty Canada.

“We believe that it is
important to support our
community, and, in a tiny
way, make NOTL an even
greater place to live,” says
Perry, “and what a better
way than to throw a big
Halloween dance party
with all proceeds going to a
wonderful local charity”

Guests who have at-
tended in the past know
this to be the best party of
the year.

A few tickets remain.
For more information, visit
the Monster Bash informa-
tion page at redroofretreat.
com/monsterbash.

Davey Tree volunteers for installation

Continued from page 16

Sarah Kaufman. “Our new
multi-purpose program-
ming space will provide
ample room for this and
other volunteer driven
projects, year-round.”
Local arborist, Davey
Tree Expert Company of
Canada Ltd., will again
be volunteering their in-
valuable skills to help with
the intricate job of hang-
ing the massive poppy
nets, starting at the Court
House early on the morn-
ing of Tuesday, Nov. 1,
weather permitting, then
moving to the NOTL Mu-

seum, and then finally the
Royal Canadian Legion.
The public is encouraged
to come and cheer them
on.

The Poppy Project, as a
symbol of remembrance,
was created to comple-
ment the annual Royal
Canadian Legion poppy
fundraising ~ campaign.
“I have been a volunteer
on this project since it
began,” says Dee Steele.
“For me, this is how I can
honour those men and
women who fought for
our freedom. This is my
way of giving back. Their
sacrifice should never be
forgotten.”

Shari and Perry Hartwick at last year’s bash at Willow-
bank Estate. (Photos supplied)

Volunteers Pam Mundy and Judy Thornton prepare for the Perry Hartwick, Red Roof Retreat’s Steffanie Bjorgan and

poppy garden. (Supplied)

Shari Hartwick know how to throw a party.
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Cameras set to roll at Yellow Door Theatre Academy

Mike Balsom
The Local

One is a horror film, another
takes on addictions to gambling
and alcohol. Both films are in
the early stages of planning and
are being overseen by instruc-
tors Carter Vahrmeyer and Eden
Kennedy at Yellow Door Theatre
Projects new Goettler Family
Foundation Film Academy.

Yellow Door founder and
artistic producer Andorlie Hill-
strom threw open the doors of
their Line 2 studio for a ribbon
cutting to officially open the
academy, though the 14 stu-
dents involved have been at-
tending every Friday night for
more than a month.

The open house was held
to formally and publicly recog-
nize the financial support of the
Goettler Family Foundation.

The new Goettler Foundation

Film Academy is designed as a
two-year program for students up
to age 17, with sessions held every
Friday night between September
and May from 7 to 8:30 p.m.

“We first supported Yellow
Door in 2020, during COVID}
Lauren Goettler explained.
“When we saw Red Letter Day
(the original film by Lezlie Wade
that the Goettlers helped fund),
we thought it was so good, so
we wanted to keep going. The
next year we did a play (another
Lezlie Wade original called No-
body’s Children). These are such
great kids and the energy they
have when they come together
has to be seen to be believed”

Niagara College graduate
Vahrmeyer has been impressed
with that energy, as well as the
willingness to learn he has seen
from the kids, who cover a
range of ages.

“Its cool seeing how the

younger ones are learning from
some of the older ones as they
work in teams,” Vahrmeyer told
The Local. “The kids are really
enjoying it”

Before breaking off into
their two groups, Vahrmeyer
and Kennedy start each Friday
night session with a PowerPoint
presentation, teaching them
the technological basics that go
into film production. The les-
son this particular evening was
on sound equipment. Students
were able to get their hands on
some microphones they had
never seen before.

Following previous lessons on
scripting, storyboarding and sto-
ry arc creation, Vahrmeyer and
Kennedy have allowed the young
participants to move on to create
their own collective visions.

“They have complete cre-
ative control,” Vahrmeyer says.
“One group already has their

Eden Kennedy, Vaughn Goettler, Lauren Goettler, Andorlie Hillstrom and Carter Vahrmeyer
cut the ribbon to open the Film Academy. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

script done, the other is near-
ly done. Eden and I help guide
each group, help push them to
get their ideas down. They are
very creative kids and the ideas
fly out pretty fast. We try to rein
them in a bit”

Maggie Forsyth is grateful
for the opportunity to partici-
pate in the film academy.

“My parents (David Forsyth
and Shannon OConnor) both
work in film,” said the 16-year-
old. “T have wanted to work in
film, specifically animation,
since I was a kid”

The horror film her group
is working on will be shot in the
basement at the Line 2 studio.

“It is a really scary looking
basement;” she laughed. “We
didn’t even know there was a
basement there”

One of the students in For-
syth's group is Marina Tumano-
va Martinak.

“Were calling it The Base-
ment Guy; said Martinak. “The
plot is that theres someone
cleaning here, they hear a noise
and they go to investigate. The
creature down there is stalking
them. They get freaked out by
the paranormal happenings
and run outside to the car, but
the creature comes up behind
them?”

Eva-Odile Beausoleil is in the
other group that is working on a
film with a surprisingly compli-
cated and very mature theme.

“Our movie is about a busi-
nessman who has a gambling
and alcohol addiction,” said the
11-year-old. “He finds a suitcase
full of money, and puts it all on

Carter Vahrmeyer, Eva-Odile Beausoleil, Maggie Forsyth,
Marina Tumanova Martinak and Eden Kennedy check out
some sound gear for the evening’s session.

a poker game and loses it. But
he unknowingly stole the mon-
ey from a man, and he flees to
another country, where he con-
quers his addictions”

Beausoleil said the idea
came to her and her fellow stu-
dents in a brainstorming session
when someone shouted out
“gambling man” That stuck,
and they created their story
around the phrase.

The Ecole elementaire
catholique Saint-Antoine student
has been involved with Yellow
Door for around five years, hav-
ing appeared in The Little Mer-
maid, Shrek and Mary Poppins.
She also has a role in the Decem-
ber production of Newsies, to be
performed at the FirstOntario
Performing Arts Centre.

All three students display
an impressive level of maturity
and are extremely busy young
people, juggling the demands of
schoolwork, other Yellow Door
classes and the Friday night film
academy sessions.

“A lot of these kids are part

of the theatre program as well,
Vahrmeyer told The Local. “They
have a really good understanding
about how humans work. They’re
pretty mature for their age in how
they see the world”

Vahrmeyer says he brings alot
of what he studied in Niagara Col-
leges cinematography and film/
television production program to
the Yellow Door academy.

“Definitely the technical as-
pects and how things are really
supposed to be done;” he says,
‘comes from what I learned
there. I used to make my own
films long before that. A pro-
gram like this would have been
very helpful for me when I was
their age”

Forsyth added that she has
learned so much already in a
few short weeks, and gives a lot
of credit to both Vahrmeyer and
Kennedy.

“Eden is so patient; says
Forsyth. “She is lovely, and real-
ly helpful. She knows a lot and
she’s really amazing. This is such
a great program.’

Dig Our Roots at the museum

The NOTL Museum held the Dig Our Roots event Saturday, presented by Wineries of
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Twenty-one wineries took part, serving up 75 different wines. Bri-
anne Hawley of Wineries of NOTL chose the museum to host the event to celebrate the
rich history of winemaking in NOTL. It was a chance, as well, to showcase the museum,
which has just begun its Building History — Strengthening Community campaign to raise
$5 million for a renovation and expansion. (Photos by Jack Custers)
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NOTL teen pursuing her rock star dreams

Mike Balsom
The Local

Kennedy Von Kat takes
the stage at The Warehouse
Concert Hall in downtown
St. Catharines in front of
about 80 hip hop fans.

She’s the fourth of six
acts to appear this night,
following three male rap-
pers and preceding head-
liners Robbie G and Bran-
don Hart.

The fact that shes
there to sing rock songs,
mostly written by the
16-year-old  Niagara-on-
the-Lake resident her-
self, doesnt faze her in
the least. As she stalks the
floorboards, belting out
her lyrics to a backing
track played this night by
D] Young L.A., the crowd
roars its approval.

Its the second show at
the venue in five days for
the confident young singer,
real name Kennedy Hor-
bach, who lives in rural
NOTL. The previous Sat-
urday she and her full band
opened a show headlined
by Welland rock group
Otherwives.

Kelowna, B.C. hip
hop artist and impresario
Robbie G says Kennedy
reached out to him about
a year ago with the hope
of getting an opening slot
for one of his performanc-
es. She ended up playing
a short set during his You
Know This tour last spring,
and he continues to be im-
pressed by her talent.

“The first time I saw her
I thought she had a voice
like Amy Lee from Eva-
nescence,” says the rapper,
who has shared the stage
with hip hop legends Ice
Cube and Jeru the Damaja.
“I get goosebumps when
I listen to her. She strikes
a chord that’s deeper than
the surface level. She’s got
incredible talent, support-
ive parents and fans. If she
keeps working at it I think
she has a bright future”

Kennedy Von Kat performing at The Warehouse Concert Hall in St. Catharines recently. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Horbachs stage pres-
ence isnt a new devel-
opment. She spent many
years attending classes at
Yellow Door Theatre Proj-
ect, performing in a num-
ber of their plays. Until re-
cently she attended Laura
Secord Secondary School
as part of their District Ni-
agara Academy of the Arts
program. Since January she
has been homeschooled
with the support of her par-
ents, Kristi and Jon.

Her focus shifted from
theatre to music when a
family friend, Roger Ha-
bel Jr. of Niagara band The
Country Junkies, invited
her onto the stage to sing a
Luke Bryan song.

“It was nerve-wracking,’
remembers Horbach. “But
when the music kicked in,
the nerves just went away.
I started having fun, and
dancing. It felt good, I felt
happy”

That experience was the
impetus to begin singing

lessons with local teacher
Melissa Marie Shriner, and
to start writing her own
songs.

“T like to write in my
room,” she tells The Local.
“I play guitar and have fun.
I like to write about my
personal experiences, rela-
tionships, friendships and
mental health things. Any-
thing that feels deep to me,
that is meaningful to me”

Kennedy adds that writ-
ing songs is like therapy to
her. Instead of spewing her
emotions to her family and
friends, she expresses them

in song.
She counts among
her inspirations young

pop-rockers Maggie Lin-
demann and Nessa Barrett,
as well as bands such as
Paramore, Chase Atlantic,
and Linkin Park. And yes,
Evanescence is on that list.
She includes a cover of that
band’s biggest hit Bring Me
to Life in her Warehouse
shows.

Horbach also offers up a
new original called Edward
Scissorhands, a song she has
been working on with pro-
ducer Paul Gigliotti, former-
ly of the Niagara Falls based
pop band Wave. The single
will be hitting streaming
services on Oct. 31.

“Is my favourite Tim
Burton movie; Kennedy
says of her inspiration for
the lyrics. “It's a real meta-
phor about relationships. I
wrote the song with me as
the girl, and every time I
get close to him, I get hurt.
Shes in love with a guy
who’s dangerous”

She has other songs she’s
working on with Gigliotti
as well, which will come to-
gether in an EP next spring.

In addition to support-
ing Kennedy’s decision to
switch to homeschooling,
Kristi and Jon are her big-
gest fans. They pay for her
session work with Gigliotti
and are there hanging out
at the Warehouse for both

shows, beaming with pride
as their only child performs
a 15-minute set.

In fact, it was mom who
initially reached out to
Robbie G to convince him
to put Kennedy on the bill.

Kennedy even takes
some of Kristi’s advice in her
songwriting, in an attempt
to ensure her songs appeal
to a broader audience.

‘I'm not musically in-
clined at ally Kristi says.
‘T'm always blown away
by what she shows me. It’s
kind of cool that she trusts
us enough to let us listen to
her work?”

And the hopeful rock
star has a great work ethic,
having been put to work
in the family greenhouse
business from about 12
years old. Horbach says she
wakes up early each morn-
ing to get her school work
out of the way, then puts
in full-time hours at Hyp-
notyc Hair Lounge in Vir-
gil during the day. In the

evenings she can be found
writing music either at
home or in the studio with
Gigliotti.

She’s not putting all her
eggs in one basket, though.
Her plan is to attend Cappa
School of Hairstyling and
Aesthetics in St. Catharines
after she graduates.

“I love artistic things,’
says Horbach. “T love my
job there, I love all the
people I work with. Work-
ing there has been great.
It gives me a head start in
the career, and it’s given me
a chance to see that it’s the
right career for me””

“I just want her to be
happy,” Kristi adds. “If this
is what she wants, and she’s
happy doing it, I'm good
with that. If she wants to
pursue music, and fulfill a
career outside of that at the
same time, I'm good with
it. I just want Kennedy to
do what makes Kennedy
happy”

Kennedy sees how hard
her mentors in the music
industry work and is try-
ing to follow suit. Robbie
G tours constantly, runs a
production company called
R-evolution Media, and re-
leases new music regularly.
He tells the Local that if
Kennedy sticks with it and
keeps working hard at her
craft, he has no doubt she
will be successful.

For Horbach, or Ken-
nedy Von Kat if you will,
success in music would be
lovely, but thats not the be-
all and end-all about her
songwriting.

“I want to make music
for people to help them,
says Horbach. “It would
be great to perform big
shows to a crowd of people
who really love my music,
knowing it helped them
get through a tough time.
It would be really great to
be in a crowd of people
that are my fans, who love
my music, and are going
through the same things
Iam”

Kennedy Von Kat with promoter and hip hop artist Robbie G.

Kennedy Von Kat hitting a high note.
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Shelia Rider stops tape on 36-year broadcasting career

Mike Balsom
The Local

September 27 was a dif-
ficult day at work for Sheila
Rider.

“Itwasreally tough,” says
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
resident about her final day
with CBC Television in To-
ronto. “I knew in my heart,
though, that I had made
the right decision. You
know when it’s time to go. I
told my boss to hire a cou-
ple of young kids. Theyre
the future”

Rider retired that day
from her role as a senior
editorial producer with the
national broadcaster. At
her retirement gathering
her colleagues read some
well-wishes from journal-
ists Peter Mansbridge and
Adrienne Arsenault, both
of whom she worked with
during her 36-year career.
Some of Rider’s former
colleagues from her days
with CTV Television even
showed up at the party.

“It was lovely, I love
these people, I loved the
job,” says Rider in the liv-
ing room of her Old Town
home. “I never liked the fo-
cus on me. I held it togeth-
er, but I cried all the way
home. I was just a mess.
And T couldn’t open any
of the envelopes, I couldn’t
look at anything until two
weeks later”

Riders career brought
her into contact with Ca-
nadian prime ministers
throughout the years, as
well as other world lead-
ers while travelling for her
job. She produced elec-
tion coverage many times
over and worked with the
cream of the crop of Can-
adas journalists. She was
in the control room during
CBC’s 9/11 coverage and
was responsible for some
of the network’s most cru-
cial programs during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Born in Toronto, a teen-
aged Rider first attended
the all-girl Branksome Hall
Private School, then gradu-
ated from Jarvis Collegiate.
After earning a degree in
history and politics from
Kingston’s Queen’s Univer-
sity, she planned to travel
for three months.

Those three months
turned into three years
when she accepted a posi-
tion with a public relations
firm in London.

“It was a very small
company, only three peo-
ple) she laughs. “And I
wasn't very good at it. I
was a publicist for these
authors of mostly unread-
able books. But I got to
travel with the authors as
they were interviewed at
the BBC and ITV and the
Guardian. I saw what hap-
pened in those places and I
wanted to do that”

When she returned to
Canada she applied for a

Sheila Rider in her Old Town home. (Mike Balsom)

job at CBC Radio. She was
told by an executive pro-
ducer there that though
she did not have a journal-
ism degree, her three years
abroad alone meant she
was “worldly;” and she got
the job.

“Iended up as an associ-
ate producer;” Rider recalls.
“I would do interviews and
edit them. I worked at As It
Happens and the old Sun-
day Morning show, book-
ing guests and writing””

While working there
one day in the early 1980s,
Rider ran into a technician
named David Eadie, who
was wearing a Queen’s Uni-
versity jacket.

“I asked him if he had
gone to Queens and he
said he had,” she laughs. “I
told him I had, too, and he
said I guess you're going to
start talking about all the
people we might know in
common’ I thought he was
ajerk”

Jerk or not, the two
eventually became a cou-
ple.

Rider got hired away
from CBC Radio to help
produce an afternoon talk
show on CTV Television.
She soon shifted over to
Canada AM, then was
transferred to CTV’s Ot-
tawa bureau, a time she
remembers fondly. Her
job entailed travelling with
Prime Ministers Brian
Mulroney and Jean Chre-
tien.

“Mulroney is a love-
ly man,” says Rider. “And
Chretien was so much fun”

While working with

longtime host of CTV’s
Question Period, Craig Ol-
iver, in 1993, Rider was
involved with breaking the
news that Mulroney was
about to resign as PM.

“I'was in the Ottawa bu-
reau finishing some busi-
ness when Craig arrived
saying that something was
going down in town that
night” Rider remembers.
“He had the feeling that
Mulroney was resigning.
He called his people, I
called mine, and together
we gathered enough to go
to air. We called Toronto
and they gave us the go-
ahead to break the story”

Eventually she left CTV
for a job as the assignment
producer for CBC TV’s The
National.

“I was working with so
many unbelievable report-
ers, she says. “Paul Hunter,
Adrienne Arsenault, Reg
Sherren, Ioanna Roume-
liotis. I think I brought a
bit of a private television
sensibility. I once assigned
Adrienne to cover a story
about a boa constrictor that
had gotten loose from a pet
store. She loved it

She produced The Na-
tional with Peter Mans-
bridge for many years, and
ended up working with the
station’s Specials unit, with
Lloyd Robertson and Ian
Hanomansing, among oth-
ers.

Rider is proud of the
work she did with Mans-
bridge, as well as of her
more recent years produc-
ing current affairs and spe-
cial programs.

“I think I was able to
create narratives around
our programming,’ she
says. “We were telling a sto-
ry, and that's what I loved at
the CBC. They gave me lots
of room to create program-
ming. And I also loved
mentoring the young kids I
worked with”

When the planes flew
into New Yorks World
Trade Centre buildings,
Rider had to get reporters
there to cover the nightmare
on the ground. It was some-
thing no one there had any
experience doing before.

“The first person on the
ground was loanna Rou-
meliotis;,” remembers Rid-
er. “She called the show, and
told us all she could see was
dust. She heard this con-
stant beeping sound, and
discovered it was from sen-
sors in the packs the fire-
fighters wear to warn them
they are going through
smoke. But there wasn't a
firefighter anywhere. They
were all buried in the rub-
ble. She was devastated”

During the pandemic
Rider produced a series of
specials about coping with
COVID-19.

“Our craft was always
evolving and the CBC, es-
pecially for a big organiza-
tion, is pretty nimble,” she
says. “I worked from my
kitchen, and I was trusted
to come up with the for-
mat and the narrative. It
was about helping people
to understand this unprec-
edented event. And it did
very well”

Recent

social issues

also required prompt re-
sponses from Rider and
her colleagues. She worked
on a show called HERstory
in Black with senior pro-
ducer Emily Mills, a series
about focusing on success-
ful Black women. She also
worked with Indigenous
reporter Juanita Taylor
when she became the first
Inuk journalist to guest-
host CBC’s The National.

Only retired now for a
few weeks, Rider misses the
rush of the television busi-
ness, misses being on the
ground floor for important
stories, misses the chance
to scratch her creative itch.

One thing she certainly
doesn’t miss, though, is the
commute from NOTL to
Toronto.

She and Eadie moved
to town with their young
son Jake in 2004, following
her parents Bill and Pat and
her brothers, Peter and the
late Hamish. Shortly after
the move, the family was
dealing with Sheila’s breast
cancer diagnosis. David
left CBC Radio at the time
to help her deal with her
treatments.

“Jake was just four;” she
says. “Dave and I didnt
know anybody. It was a hor-
rible time. But our neigh-
bours were so supportive.
They just knocked on my
door, they brought us food
and took me to painting
classes when I could barely
walk. I knew right then that
it was the people that made
this a beautiful town.”

When she was ready to
return to work, her bosses

at CBC were very gener-
ous, assigning her jobs that
allowed her to work four
days a week. She would
drive up to begin her week,
stay with Jakes godparents
in Toronto, and come back
to NOTL for the weekend.

“When I produced The
National 1 would do that
three nights a week, and the
fourth day was for prep,
she says. “That meant I
didnt have to be there all
week. And they always let
me work on a lot of my
special projects at home.
But it was tough on Jake, I
missed his hockey and soc-
cer games and many other
things”

Jake is now attending
Acadia University, and the
family owns some land on
an island off Cape Breton.
They would like to build
on that land, but that won’t
happen soon. Meanwhile
Rider plays tennis regularly
at the NOTL Tennis Club
and is open to some part-
time work where she might
be able to exercise her on-
going love of creating a
narrative.

She’s already receiving
calls from some of those
younger CBC staffers that
she mentored, and says
she will never turn down a
chance to help any of them
with their questions.

“And I would really,
really like to give back in
some way to this town that
has been so good to me;
she says. “I don't know yet
what that looks like, but I
know I want to do that in
some way.’
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First road trip behind them, Preds still learning to win

Mike Balsom
The Local

After a tough 5-3 loss at
home Friday night to the St.
George Ravens, the Niagara
Predators finally took their
first road trip of the season.
Though the bus ride there
and back was fun, the Preds
came home with their third
straight Greater Metro Ju-
nior A Hockey League loss,
3-1 to the Durham Road-
runners.

“Friday was frustrating,’
head coach Kevin Taylor
tells The Local. “These guys
have to learn how to win.
Good teams find a way to
win even when theyre not
playing well. We havent
found that guy who will
step up and say Tve got this,
boys. Is that player on this
team? I don't know yet, but
if he is, I have to find him”

Taylor insists his Pred-
ators outplayed the Ravens
Friday night in a game that
went back and forth scoring-
wise in the first period, re-
sulting in a 2-2 tie after 20
minutes. But St. George
tallied twice in the second,
only 40 seconds between
goals.

Niagara forward Nich-
olas Nicoletti was tripped
a mere 20 seconds after the
Ravens went up 4-2. He
tucked his penalty shot be-
tween Ravens' goalie Niko-
lay Ershov’s legs to narrow
the gap. But despite out-
shooting St. George 16-8 in
the third period, the Preds
were unable to bounce back.

“We dominated them,”
Taylor says of the St. George
game. “We had the puck at
least 60 per cent of the time.
We just couldnt put it into
the net”

Having lost against the
Roadrunners 3-2 just eight
days earlier, Taylor was hop-
ing to get some revenge with
their first visit to the Del
Park Homes Centre in Os-
hawa.

“I thought we played

okay in the first period,” says
Taylor, though the Preds
gave up a goal just 1:09 after
the opening faceoff. “I think
we outplayed them in the
second, and in the third we
dominated them. There was
about 12 minutes left in the
third period and the ice was
still wet in our own end”

Ethan Culp got the lone
Predators goal in the sec-
ond period after taking a
pass from teammate Shane
Kaplan, who was playing
against his older brother
Jackson, a forward on the
Roadrunners.

Shane comes to the
Predators from the Greater
Toronto Hockey Leagues
AA York Mills Hockey Club,
while Jackson played last
year for the Georgina Ice of
the Provincial Junior Hock-
ey League.

“It was really cool for my
parents and my grandpar-
ents to see us playing in the
same game, says Shane, a
first-year sport management
student at Brock Universi-
ty. “It was the first time we
played against each other”

The 18-year-old says
there was no brotherly
chirping during the game,
though he did give 21-year-
old Jackson, who is study-
ing business at Toronto
Metropolitan University, a
nice, clean hit at one point.
Jackson picked up an assist
in the game on the opening
goal.

Since he came down to
Niagara to attend Brock,
Shane claims that the Pred-
ators were an obvious choice
for him.

“Theyre a great organi-
zation,” he tells The Local.
“A great team. I love it here.
Ijust want to keep playing as
long as I can at the highest
level that I can. I'm just tak-
ing it one year at a time”

With the Roadrunners
up 2-1 just past the mid-
way point of the second
period Saturday, Niagara-
on-the-Lake native Josh Fre-

na took a tripping penalty
that resulted in Durhams
insurance goal.

“It was my first penal-
ty; Frena says. “I went to
take the body, and I just got
stuck behind his back leg. I
got called for the knee. I was
kind of upset. After they
went up 3-1 it made it hard-
er to get back into it. I was
mad at myself for that”

Frena, for one, is hap-
py to have experienced his
first road trip with his team-
mates after two previous
away games were cancelled.

“It was a lot of fun on
the bus,” he confirms. “Just
messing around, having fun,
talking about sports and
other things, having a laugh.
It wasn't too serious on the
way up. And the post game
chicken burgers were great”

“I forgot to warm them
up,” Taylor says of the food.
“I got sidetracked and forgot
to turn it on. But they still
enjoyed them. I think they
are all starting to see how
much work goes into this
team. It was nice seeing how
appreciative they were of ev-
erything”

Heading into this week’s
practice sessions Taylor was
planning to get back to ba-
sics.

“Greg (Wilson, assistant
coach) and I think we have
to get away from all the mo-
tivational stuff and get back
to the X and Os;” Taylor
says. “Centre drive, take the
puck to the middle. Were
struggling with guys trying
to do too much out there.
I'm a firm believer that you
can't run until you can walk,
you can't walk until you can
stand, you can't stand until
you can crawl”

Frena has a similar opin-
ion when asked how he and
his teammates might be
able to get back into the win
column this coming week-
end.

“We have a lot of skill on
this team,” Frena states. “Ob-
viously we have to work a lot

Goalie Georgii Kodzaev got his first start in goal this season in the 5-3 loss to the Ravens.

(Photos by Mike Balsom)

harder to get the puck out
there. We have to make the
easy passes, keep it simple,
stay away from the stretch
passes and stop trying to get
through three guys. We have
to keep our heads up and
stick to our strengths”

After a rare Friday night
without a home game, the
Predators will try to keep
it simple at the Tottenham
Community and Fitness
Centre Saturday night when
they take on the Railers, to
whom they fell 5-3 in their

season and home opener on
Sept. 15.

Their next home game
at Virgils Meridian Credit
Union Arena is Friday, Oct.
27, their first time meeting
the currently 2-4-0 Nor-
thumberland Stars.

Forward Josh Frena looks for the puck in traffic against the Ravens at home Friday night.

Shane Kaplan in Friday night's game against the St. George Ravens.

Luca Fernandez scored the Preds’ second goal in Friday night's 5-3 loss.



22 October 18, 2023

B THENOTLGeal

notllocal.com ——

P —— L00alSPORTS

Lawn bowling carpet mouldy, slippery

with
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taxes included
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9:45 a.m.
Cornerstone Kids Sign In
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Message: Doug Hiebert
The Church | The Assembly
(Hebrews 10:19-25)
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Sl

in this section,
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joy@notllocal.com

Penny Coles
The Local

Members of one of the
oldest lawn bowling clubs
in Canada have found
themselves in a difficult sit-
uation with their carpeted
surface, one they are not
sure how to handle. They
have put their bowls away
for the season, and are hop-
ing to work out a solution
with the town over the win-
ter.

The problem is an aging
carpet and an issue with
mould on it that needs to be
fixed.

Paul McHoull, past pres-
ident of the club, recalls the
move to the new communi-
ty centre in 2011. The club
has a long history of 133
years of bowling on grass
— first on the green on
the grounds of the Queen’s
Royal Hotel, says McHoull,
where the park is now,
when people came from
all over by boat or train to
bowl. Its next location was
on Regent Street, from 1922
to 2011.

When a members’ vote
was taken and the deci-
sion made to move from
Regent Street, which was
town-owned property, to
the community centre, “not
all members were happy.
Some went to other clubs,’
says McHoull, but for the
most part “members were
pretty excited.”

He knows of only two
other clubs in Ontario with
carpets instead of grass, and
when the town was plan-
ning the base and carpeting
at the community centre,
not a lot was known about

how to install them, he says.

The carpet was put
down in the fall of 2010,
with bowlers playing on it
for the first time when their
season started in 2011 —
the club was proud to hold
the provincial pairs cham-
pionship that year, “a pretty
big deal,” says McHoull.

However, carpets have
an expected lifetime, and
it was only intended to last
about 12 years, so would
need to be replaced soon,
but there is a question with
the base that could be caus-
ing the mould problem.

When large brown
spots, slimy and slippery,
began appearing on the car-
pet, McHoull says, mem-
bers weren't sure what was
causing them. And neither
was the town.

“When the community
centre was built, the town
didnt know much about
putting in an artificial sur-
face. Nobody in Canada re-
ally knew. About a year ago,
we started seeing a drainage
problem, with water pool-
ing on the carpet”

Typically, even after a
heavy rain, members would
be out on the green an hour
or two later, but the brown
spots where rain has pooled
don’t go away.

In August, they dis-
covered that an Australian
lawn bowling expert with a
company that installs such
carpets in Australia, where
most lawn bowling is done
on artificial surfaces
grass dries out too quickly
inits hot, dry climate — was
in Etobicoke. He was there
to supervise the replace-
ment of a carpet that was

installed at the James Gar-
den Lawn Bowling Club in
2006. It was his company
that had installed it, and
when approached about
the problem in NOTL, he
agreed to come to town and
have a look.

He gave them a report
saying the mould is likely
rooted in the base, which
is made of crushed stone,
and which he said should
have had some powdered
cement added to it when it
was installed.

“The problem looks
like it’s on the surface, but
it could be deeply rooted,
McHoull says.

He fears, after speak-
ing to the expert, that
steam-cleaning the carpet,
as the town has suggested,
will not prevent the mould
from returning, nor would
an expensive replacement
— the layers underneath
have to be removed and the
base relaid. “This consti-
tutes a major job,” he adds,
ata ball-park cost of around
$500,000. As expensive as
that sounds, “are we going
to put $125,000 or $150,000
into replacing the carpet?”

Whatever the solution
chosen, the club will have to
pay a portion of it, he says.
The club pays the town
$5,000 a year towards costs,
and pays to have the carpet
cleaned.

McHoull has passed the
report along to the town to
investigate, and town staff
have said they will seek a
second opinion.

“We cant blame the
town — there are so many
other things they have to
spend money on,” he says.

“It all comes down to bud-
get”

But if the base isn't re-
placed, “it will be an ongo-
ing issue. The underlying
problem is not being solved.
It’s a tough situation”

A question from The
Local to the towns parks
and recreation director,
Kevin Turcotte, and a re-
quest for an interview,
brought this response from
spokesperson Marah Mi-
nor: “Replacement of the
lawn bowling carpet is in
the capital budget tentative-
ly forecasted in 2026. Staff
have investigated the asset
condition and are exploring
options.”

The lawn bowlers have
also contacted MPP Wayne
Gates, who visited the club
last week to understand the
situation, and told mem-
bers he would look for
grants that could help pay
for repairs.

The carpet is “still play-
able; McHoull says. One
side of the lawn bowling
surface is fine, but mem-
bers have been cautioned
against putting their weight
on a brown spot when they
bend down to bowl.

“Some players are wor-
ried about spores in the
mould, especially those
with allergies,” he says.

“I'm afraid of someone
slipping, that your foot
could go out from under
you. We had a member slip
on a damp spot and hurt
her knee — it made her
hobble for a while. We don’t
want to see that happen
again. We'll have to be care-
ful when we begin playing
again in the spring”

Paul McHoull demonstrates what he means when he says members have been cautioned against putting their front foot on
a brown spot, although the mould covers a good portion of one side of the carpet. (Penny Coles)
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Short mat bowling provides exercise and social time

Sharon Burns
The Local

Lawn bowlers are eager
athletes who do not let any
time pass between seasons.

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
outdoor lawn bowling season
ended Saturday, and the in-
door sport known as short mat
bowling started Monday at the

Community Centre.

Sandi Johnston, who plays
both, looks forward to short
mat bowling. “I enjoy it, it’s
good exercise. Its fun, chal-
lenging, and you can test your-
self;” she said.

In the winter months,
she noted, many snow birds,
(people who travel south for
part of the winter), play short

mat bowling because they can
either pay the $90 member-
ship fee, or pay-as-you-play at
$4 per game. Two games are
played each day.

“You don't have to commit
yourself;,” said Johnston, who
further explained that when
you show up on a Monday or
Thursday, your team is decid-
ed on a draw. “Every time you

Pat Rees follows through on her bowl. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

play with somebody different,
and you can play a different
position”

Short mat bowling uses
the same bowls as those used
outdoors. Bowls can be rented
for $20 a season. In the game,
bowls are aimed at the jack in an
attempt to get as many of your
team bowls closer to the jack
than those of your opponent.

Unlike lawn bowling, short
mat bowls have to negotiate a
small wooden block placed in
the middle of the mat.

Each game takes about
an hour. Johnston thinks it’s
a good deal to stay active and
add some social time into the
winter.

“Its $90 for the season,

which takes you to 50 games if
you play two games on Mon-
day and Thursday. That’s pretty
good entertainment,” she said.

“Please come out and en-
joy it. Youre going to have
fun, and there’s no judgment;’
Johnston added. “Some people
are competitive in it, but you
don’t have to be experienced
in any sport, and it's something
that if you have a good game,
it's celebrated. If you don', then
the fact that youre participat-
ing is a celebration in itself. It’s
just about getting out”

Games are played Mon-
days and Thursdays at 1 p.m.,
leaving time to get “settled
in with your mat and bowls;
before the games begin, said

Johnston.

Visit notlbowls.ca for more
information, or just show up
at the Community Centre on
a Monday or Thursday after-
noon.

Last year’s club had about
50 members, “but they don't
all come out at the same
time;” said short mat bowler
Paul McHoull. “We would be
swamped if they did” Thirty-
six people showed up for the
Short Mat Club’s first bowl of
the season. Many are summer
lawn bowlers, but some are
not.

The short mat bowling sea-
son goes until April, when, of
course, outdoor lawn bowling
begins.

There was a good turn-out for short mat bowling when it returned to the community centre Mon-

day.

First-time bowler Jim Brown, attending the first session at the community centre this season, tries
his hand with some pointers from some more experienced short mat bowlers.
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