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Retired mining engineer Ron Simkus is hoping the town
will direct some of its Balls Beach budget to addressing
stormwater drainage to prevent more flooding of residen-
tial homes. (Mike Balsom)

Puppy mill house
to get new tenants

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

The house at the centre
of a suspected puppy mill
raid last month has been
leased once again.

The dock area home
at 115 Delater Street was
raided by Provincial An-
imal  Welfare  Service
(PAWS) officials on the
morning of July 14. Over
the course of almost four
hours more than 150 dogs
were removed from the
1840-era home that had
been rented by Christina
Grein and Anthony Biondi
back in April, 2021.

Neighbours  looked
on in shock and concern
as cage after cage hold-
ing multiple dogs was
removed by animal wel-
fare officers and placed
into vans and the Lincoln
County Humane Society
(LCHS) Mobile Adoption
trailer. Many of them be-
ing pet owners themselves,

it was difficult for the on-
lookers to believe so many
dogs could have been
crammed into the small
house.

Last Saturday, proper-
ty owner Arthur Scauzil-
lo was busy readying the
house for new tenants after
leasing it out once again
via NOTL Realty. A crew
was stripping old shingles
in preparation for a new
roof while Scauzillo was
inside cleaning floors, fol-
lowing the application of
a new coat of paint on the
walls.

The many window
coverings that had been
hiding the presence of the
dogs on site had also been
removed. When The Local
stepped inside, the house
seemed clean and easily
inhabitable.

Scauzillo is still shocked
that his previous ten-
ants had been housing so

Continued on page 5

Dock Area residents unhappy with shoreline talk
They're concerned stormwater
drainage issue won't be addressed

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

A group of Dock Area
residents, led by two pro-
fessional engineers, are
unhappy with the latest
town proposal for the
Balls Beach shoreline pro-
tection plan.

As a mining engineer,

Ron Simkus has spent de-
cades working throughout
the world in and around
water. From his unique
perch on River Beach
Road, he has been compil-
ing and sharing lake level
reports since 2017. He re-
cently sent out his 200th
weekly report since flood-
ing became a major prob-

lem along the shoreline.
The much-discussed
groyne, consisting of the
large rock barrier that juts
out into the river at Balls
Beach to control erosion
and drifting, failed to pro-
tect the beach from flood-
ing in 2017 and again in
2019, putting a historic
culvert and public infra-

structure at risk. Both inci-
dents have been referred to
as 100-year events, which
have become common as
climate change becomes
more severe.

Simkus has been fol-
lowing the latest shoreline
protection plan, present-
ed Monday to council at
a committee of the whole
meeting, and he doesnt
like what he has heard.

“The problem with
this whole thing right
now; Simkus says, “is that

they’re asking us to aban-
don the stormwater pro-
gram for the fifth year in a
row. What’s incorrect with
this, is that Baird & Asso-
ciates (an engineering firm
from Oakville) had been
working here since 2003.
And the town hired Shore-
plan Engineering instead. I
was told that was because
they had been working in
the neighbourhood.*
Simkus is concerned
that the years of experi-
ence and data compiled by

Baird was thrown to the
side when Shoreplan was
brought in. He says the
new contractors started
from scratch, and he sus-
pects funds earmarked to
improve drainage protec-
tion for homes behind the
beach area may be used to
pay for the new plans.
“Five years later, the
design that they (Shore-
plan) are recommending
looks exactly the same as

Continued on page 4
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Tony Baldinelli hoping to help guide recovery

Penny Coles
The Local

Incumbent Tory MP Tony
Baldinelli says its been his
greatest honour to represent
the Conservative party, and
he is hoping to be elected
Sept. 20 for another term in
Ottawa to continue advocat-
ing for the issues of impor-
tance to residents of the Ni-
agara Falls riding, “as I have
from the beginning”

It wasn't long after this
current government came to

power that the pandemic hit,
and governance since then
has been far from what any-
one could have expected, he
says. He would have liked to
see this term continue, to fight
for businesses and farmers, to
fight for all employees safe
return to work, for Canadian
borders to be treated fairly, for
a clean environment, and for
youth and their futures.

He’s looking forward to a
term of dealing with not only
recovery from the devastating
economic effects of the pan-

demic, but the many other
issues that are important to
Canadians.

He will block the Liberals
on their taxation plans, and
he will “fight to ensure we get
though this pandemic and
into a recovery, as quickly as
we can.’

“It is incredibly disap-
pointing;” he says, “to see that
the Prime Minister has decid-
ed to put his own self-interest
and that of the Liberal Party,
before that of the residents
of Niagara-on-the-Lake, Fort

Peter Taras wants freedom
from pandemic for all

Penny Coles
The Local

In a nutshell, says Peter
Taras, he is running for the
People’s Party of Canada to
restore the rights and free-
doms that have been taken
away by government lockouts
and restrictions during the
pandemic, “which have been
utterly disastrous””

This federal election cam-
paign is the first time the
Ridgeway greenhouse owner
has ever been a political can-
didate. He made the decision,
he says, because he wants to
stand up against global Big
Pharma, which he blames for
being behind this pandemic.

He has a bachelor of sci-
ence from the University of
Toronto, and a master’s de-
gree in chemistry from York
University.

He says in March 2020,
when we were first learning
about COVID-19, he went
along with government re-
strictions and protocols. But
by February 2021, he stopped
wearing a mask and following
protocols that were contribut-
ing to “mass hysteria”

That's when he decided he
would run in the next elec-
tion, he says.

“Ineeded to do something
to restore freedom for our
country and for Niagara,” says
the candidate for the riding of

125 QUEEN ST,, NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

Niagara Falls, which includes
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Despite contrary evidence
from scientific and medical
experts, he believes people
should be allowed to live as
dangerously as they want to,
to do nothing in this pan-
demic if that is their choice.

He says he doesn't have a
problem with vaccinations,
but “even if the vaccine is the
best thing ever, people should
still have the right to refuse it”

“Tm commiitted to restor-
ing people’s freedoms, 100 per
cent;” he adds, so they can re-
turn to a functioning society
“that makes people joyful”

Now that he knows the
“disastrous effects of lock-
downs and separating family
members,” he wants life to
return not to a new normal,
but the “old normal,” where
people are not treated like
sources of contagion spread-
ing disease, but are treated
with dignity.

He refutes the advice of
top doctors, which has kept
changing, and says there is
actually an increased number
of deaths as a result of lock-
downs, rather than them sav-
ing lives.

He would also like to see
the defunding of the CBC
and the end of any hand-
outs for media organizations,
which makes them a “mouth-
piece for government.”

As a husband and father
of six, Taras says he believes
in returning to traditional
family values, including “the
protection of human life from
conception to natural death”

He would say no to vac-
cine passports and open bor-
ders immediately, would im-
prove the treatment of elderly
in long-term care homes, and
encourage immigration for
those who will work hard
and won't expect government
handouts.

The PPC, he says, will
remove Canada from UN
treaties that infringe on sov-

ereignty.
For more information,
visit www.peoplesparty

ofcanada.ca, or email Taras
at  ppcparty.niagara.falls@
gmail.com.

Peter Taras (Photo supplied)
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Erie and Niagara Falls”

“This minority Parlia-
ment, he continued, “has
been functioning for every-
one but for Justin Trudeau
himself. For the good of the
nation and to make Parlia-
ment work for Canadians,
we have properly debated
and passed multiple pieces of
legislation, even when oppo-
sition parties disagreed with
elements of these bills. In fact,
in the last five-week session of
Parliament five Conservative
private member’s bills were
passed into law, including Bill
C-218, which I seconded and
which has legalized single-
event sports betting, for the
benefit of our tourism and
hospitality sector”

Soon after the 2019 elec-
tion, Baldinelli says he began
speaking with local grape
growers and wineries, and
advocated in Parliament for
the exemption to the excise
tax on wines.

As soon as COVID hit,
he transitioned from Ottawa
to working from his Niaga-
ra Falls office, on the phone
every day, as were his staff,
helping Canadians in need,
including those who were
stuck in other countries
around the world, looking
for ways to get home. He also
fought to ensure offshore
workers, so vital to the agri-
cultural industry, would be
allowed into Canada, and
started advocating for sea-
sonal workers — there are
40,000 in Niagara alone — to
be eligible to receive CERB
payments, pressuring suc-
cessfully to have the Liber-
als make the program more
flexible and available to more
people.

In September, 2020, he
was made special advisor on
tourism recovery, and he con-
tinues to criticize the Liberal
government for underfund-
ing the recovery of vital im-
portance in Niagara.

He has also worked hard

to represent the riding on
other issues the communities
face and are concerned most
about, he says.

One of those issues that
was key for Baldinelli in 2019,
and remains so, is quality
health care and social pro-
gram funding.

He and his wife had iden-
tical twin boys born 15 weeks
too early - losing one son,
David, after three days, then
having the other, Daniel,
spend the next 136 days “on
an incredible journey in hos-
pital;” to where he is today, a
growing 15-year-old.

He knows first-hand just
how precious life is, and how
incredible the health sys-
tem has been. He has spo-
ken often of his goal, under
a Conservative government,
to ensure healthcare provid-
ers can deliver quick, quality
services with the most up-
to-date technology, he says.
When Baldinelli ran in 2019,
he had the support of former
MP Rob Nicholson, who won
the 2004 election — his sec-
ond stint in Ottawa — and
continued to hold his seat un-
til he decided to retire from
politics, passing the baton to
Baldinelli.

Baldinelli says he has al-
ways been a Conservative,
even as a high school student
drawn to its values, to its sup-
port for individuals who work
hard, for its support of diver-
sity, and its financial account-
ability, He has been involved
in politics in some capacity
ever since.

After graduating from
McMaster University with a
bachelor’s degree in political
science, he went to Ottawa,
and stuffed envelopes for the
Conservative party.

He considers Nicholson a
friend and mentor, and when
the former MP was in Ottawa
his first go-round, from 1984
to 1993, and had an opening
for an assistant, Baldinelli got
the job. Following that, he

worked at Queens Park as a
policy assistant, eventually
returning home to work for
the Niagara Parks Commis-
sion. He gave up his position
as senior manager of commu-
nications to enter the political
arena in 2019.

He says he still considers
Nicholson a great resource
for advice and support in his
efforts to make Niagara Falls,
Niagara-on-the-Lake ~ and
Fort Erie the best they can be
for families like his.

He also has seasoned Tory
politician Bart Maves helping
him.

“T've known Bart since
we were eight years old. We
played together when we
were young. I'm looking for-
ward to working with him on
this campaign”

As in 2019, Baldinelli is
up against Liberal candidate
Andrea Kaiser, who came
in second, and NDP Brian
Barker, who also ran in the
last federal election, ending in
third place.

First-time candidates also
representing the Niagara Falls
riding are the Green Party’s
Melanie Holm, and Peter
Taras running for the People’s
Party of Canada.

To reach Baldinelli’s cam-
paign office, call 905-401-
4612, or email info@tony-
baldinelli.ca.

His main campaign office
opened Saturday in Niagara
Falls, followed by volunteers
setting off with Baldinel-
li for a Saturday afternoon
super-canvas in Fort Erie.

Hopeful volunteers, sup-
porters, and anyone looking
to obtain a lawn sign are en-
couraged to stop by the now-
open Niagara Falls office. All
COVID-19 protocols are in
place to ensure the safety of
everyone.

His office is located at
3777 Portage Road, in Niag-
ara Falls. He is in the process
of opening offices in Fort Erie
and Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Daniel, Carol and the family’s two Australian labradoodles, Harper and Hannah, pose for a photo
with husband and dad Tony Baldinelli. (Photo supplied)
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lejl ‘guarantees’ unvaccinated will become mfected

Penny Coles
The Local

Those who are not vacci-
nated, says Niagara’s acting
medical officer of health Dr.
Mustafa Hirji, will most cer-
tainly contract COVID-19
this fall.

With  the increasing
number of Delta variant in-
fections, he says, “I guaran-
tee” those who are not vacci-
nated will become infected.
“It's basically a certainty. If
you dont get vaccinated,
you will get COVID-19”

Provincial cases are on
the rise, and Niagara, while
the increase hasn’t been as
rapid, is also seeing more
cases, says Hirji, adding it’s
inevitable that it will get
worse.

A couple of weeks ago,
there was nobody hospital-
ized in the region due to the
infection, but that too has

changed, he says.

Of those who are sick,
the large majority are unvac-
cinated, and a small number
have had only one dose.

The high risk of infection
among those unvaccinated
points to the importance
of workplace policies, at all
levels of government and for
every employer, he says.

“People who are unvac-
cinated will get sick, and
that leads to destruction of
the workplace. There needs
to be policies in place to deal
with that”

While there are aspects
of mandatory vaccinations
that are outside of his exper-
tise, such as labour laws and
unions, his recommenda-
tion to Niagara regional and
municipal governments, he
says, will be to have policies
in place, and if they choose
to require vaccinations, how
to handle employees who

choose not be be vaccinated.

“If you do nothing, there
will be an impact of illness,”
he says.

There is also a danger of
another lockdown, as more
people become sick, espe-
cially if the health care sys-
tem becomes overwhelmed
with COVID patients and
other medical procedures
have to be cancelled.

“Obviously the best way
to prevent that is to have
more people vaccinated,” he
says.

Last Thursday there were
15 new cases in Niagara,
and the number continued
to rise, to 18 on Friday and
19 Saturday. After a drop
to eight on Sunday, they
were up again to 23 Mon-
day, with 148 active cases,
including four in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Of those cases, says Hir-
ji, “96.5 look like the Delta

CAQ, Lord Mayor expect to

discuss in-person meetings
Mandated vaccination recommendations
are expected to come from Public Health

Penny Coles
The Local

With mandated vac-
cinations and passports a
topic of discussion among
governments and employ-
ers, CAO Marnie Cluckie
said Niagara-on-the-Lake is
monitoring what other mu-
nicipalities are doing, and
waiting to hear recommen-
dations from regional Public
Health.

She said she expects to
be advising on the matter
“very soon”

Although the province
has reached its vaccination
milestone to move forward
in its recovery period, it is
not ready to move out of
Step 3, she said.

It is also updating the el-
igibility of vaccines, offering
third doses to select high-
risk people with decreased
immune systems, she said.

Vaccinations remain
the best defence against
COVID, she said, with less
than one per cent of COVID
cases from those who are
fully vaccinated.

Toronto already has man-
datory vaccination in place
as do several employers, who
are requiring employees to
be fully vaccinated.

NOTL is working on a
“recovering, reopening and
reimagining plan” to recov-
er safely, including return-
ing to in-person, and having
staff take appointments with
residents.

The plan will provide an
opportunity to “build back
even stronger;” Cluckie said,

following on the “tremen-
dous adaptability” to deliver
services in different ways
during the pandemic.

The plan looks at cus-
tomer-focused service de-
livery including digitized,
to be even better than pre-
COVID, she said.

She expects Monday’s
meeting will include a dis-
cussion of resuming in-per-
son council meetings.

For those who aren’t ful-
ly vaccinated, she said, there
will be clinics at the com-
munity centre Sept. 5and 6,
and tentatively there is one
set for Sept. 29.

All clinics are now allow-
ing walk-ins, but appoint-
ments can still be made at
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/
book-vaccine/

Lord Mayor Betty Disero
told councillors Monday she
expects mandatory masks
will be discussed Thurs-
day at the regional coun-
cil meeting, and her hope
is that once the region has
determined where it’s going
with masks, all municipali-
ties will follow that template.

“I don't think it’s to any-
body’s benefit for munic-
ipalities to act alone” she
said.

She told The Local she
feels the same about manda-
tory vaccinations.

Before discussions be-
gin at the municipal level,
she would like to see re-
gional  recommendations
from Public Health, so that
any decisions made will be
based on medical advice,
and not for political reasons.

“I think there should be
a uniform policy across the
region and we need to follow
regional recommendations”

Once that occurs, shed
like to see all Niagara mu-
nicipalities use the same
template.

If vaccinations become
mandatory for town hall
staff, she adds, “at that point
what to do if people say no,
how do you deal with that”

Whatever the decision,
“Id prefer the region and
municipal councillors work
together”

She is looking forward
to the discussion expected
next week about in-person
council meetings, she said.

“It’s all about health and
safety;” she said, and whatev-
er councillors and staff feel
comfortable with.

When in-person meet-
ings resume, if some mem-
bers of the public don't feel
comfortable with that, there
will be accommodations
made so they can still have
input “and say what they
want to say.’

Disero says she is look-
ing forward to being able to
walk down the hall to speak
with staff in person, or have
people attend public meet-
ings in person.

“I can hardly wait for the
day we start meeting in per-
son”

The events she attends
currently are either out-
doors, or masked indoors.

“T'll be happy to meet in
person, in some way, shape
or form?”

variant”

Beginning this week,
Public Health opened drop-
in clinics in some Niagara
high schools, hoping to at-
tract students born in 2009
and earlier vaccinated with
at least a first dose before
school starts, says Hirji.

He adds hed like to see
parents and even families
vaccinated at the school
clinics. “That would be a
great win for us”

Most parents want to
see their children stay in

schools, and schools remain
open, he says, “and the best
way to do that is to make
sure almost everybody is
vaccinated.”

He says the age group of
40 to 49, most likely to have
children over 12 and eligible
to be vaccinated, are 77 per
cent vaccinated with their
first dose, and 69 per cent
with their second.

Yet 12 to 19-year-olds are
at 64 per cent for first and
only 50 per cent fully vacci-
nated.

For that reason, he says,
it's important for parents to
understand vaccinations are
safe, and the region is using
social media to get that mes-
sage across.

He blames the rising
number of cases on the
province for rushing re-
opening, which has led to
more social interaction.

Rather than another
lockdown, hed like to see
those who are unvaccinated
have more limited access to
the amenities that are open.

solved cases. (Screen shot)

Niagara Public Health’s website displays graphs that show the numbers of new, active and re-
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Town to take a month to study what comes next

Continued from page 1

what Baird had proposed
15 years ago, he says. “Its
time for a timeout here.
What are we doing?”

Once Shoreplan was
hired, Simkus took the
initiative to contact the
original Baird engineer,
who confirmed to him that
Baird was not consulted by
the town once the change
was made.

“There was some crit-
icism before 2017 that the
shoals there were not doing
their job,” Simkus tells The
Local. “His comment was
that there were two parts to
the job. Baird’s was to build
the shoals off the water’s
edge, while the town’s part
was to fill in behind them
so the water didn’t come in
around and behind them.
The town never did that”

That, of course, resulted
in two summers of dire sit-
uations for those living in
the area. Simkus remem-
bers nine months of put-
ting up with the noise from
large generators installed at
the beach near his proper-
ty to pump the water away
from the homes.

Peter Ristevski, an en-
gineer and president of
Markham-based Macrotek
Inc., a major air pollution
control designer and sup-
plier, owns a home that
backs onto the path lead-
ing from Delater Street to
the beach.

“During the high water
levels the whole back yard,
including my neighbour’s
property, flooded,” Ristevs-
ki says. “I have asked since
October 2020 for them to
tell me why the elevations
(along the path) are higher
than the plans they showed
us it would look like. They
are almost up to a metre
higher. And it’s unfinished”

“The failed groyne and
the completion of the park
that was promised to be
done in the fall of 2020,” he
continues, echoing Simkus’
concerns, “are connected fi-

In March, a storm washed away some of the bottom below the large anchor stones, and one was completely washed away. In February, 2020, Dock Area resident
Ron Simkus had warned of just such an incident. The town had repairs done in June to make the groyne safe, and will take the next month to decide what to do

next. (Photo supplied)

nancially. They come out of
the same budget. Council
may be asked to decide on
which one takes priority”
Ristevski, Simkus and
others want to know when
the parkette will be com-
pleted and the potential
for another drainage prob-
lem eliminated. And they
do not want to see budget
money for that project fun-
nelled into yet another re-
construction of the groyne.
Following Monday’s
meeting, during which Jane

Graham of Shoreplan and
Peter Ventin of peer review-
er GEI Consultants field-
ed questions from council,
Simkus remained frustrated.

“The discussion kept re-
volving around the words
‘record high?” he said in an
email. “Some councillors
talked about lake levels,
but it was river flows that
the discussion should have
been about.”

Simkus pointed to the
Fort Erie flow monitoring
data that was frequently

referenced during the pre-
sentation.

“The instrument was
clearly demonstrating errat-
ic readings prior to the fail-
ure and the engineers (Gra-
ham and Ventin) admitted
that. Parallel readings taken
by the USGS (United States
Geological Survey) and the
US Army Corps of Engi-
neers in Buffalo do not sup-
port these extreme values,
and nobody talks about
them. Why?”

“They are saying they
are victims of an act of
God that blew all the re-
cords away; he continued.
“There was never a sin-
gle record broken in all of
that. And I don’t know why
the peer reviewers accept-
ed it, and that Shoreplan
wouldn't even explain why
the instrument might have
been broken”

Simkus said that Coun.
Sandra O’Connor asked
some great questions of the
presenters and town irriga-
tion and drainage superin-
tendent Brett Ruck. Coun.
Gary Burroughs, at the end
of the hour-plus portion
of the meeting, wanted to
know who was at fault.

“I assume somebody is
going to want to put blame
on somebody,” Burroughs
speculated. “Is it engineers,
is it the construction peo-

ple, is it the town? Who is
at fault? We can say no-
body’s at fault, it was a
100-year storm. But a lot
of money is involved in ei-
ther fixing it or what we've
already put in”

“Why isn't the repair of
the groyne covered under
an insurance claim, Sim-
kus speculates. “If there
is no grounds for a claim,
then the town staff have to
accept the culpability for
the failure. What did they
do? Who's accountable?”

Coun. Alan Bisback
asked what would happen
if the shoreline was left as is.

“When we had this fail-
ure, Ruck told council,
“we didn't want to come
running right back saying
‘this is the right way to do
it’ Even today, we know so
much more than we did
before, but we now have
people still questioning
if this is the right thing.
We need to work through
the process, and when its
ready, it’s ready”

“The repair that is there
now is temporary, Gra-
ham added. “It is not a de-
sign that is meant to last.
Things may occur in the
meantime. I do support
monitoring, I do support
seeing what’s going on and
making the best decision
we can based on what we

are seeing.”

Prior to the meeting,
Simkus feared that a vote
would be taken to accept
the shoreline plan and
move forward with the de-
velopment of a new design
to either repair, replace or
move the headland feature
to prevent future erosion
from occurring. And that
the money for stormwater
drainage closer to the resi-
dential area would be dedi-
cated to the new design.

In the end, CAO Mar-
nie Cluckie recommend-
ed that the matter be ap-
proached at council once
again in a month’ time.

“At this point,” Cluck-
ie said, “we just wanted to
bring as much information
as possible, as soon as pos-
sible. It was simply meant
as an update. Staft will bring
information forward hope-
fully for next month, seek-
ing direction at that point.”

That comes as a relief of
sorts for Simkus.

‘I told her myself
through email that I strong-
ly recommend that you do
not put this forward,” says
Simkus. “T think there are
too many unknowns here.
My strongest advice is that
we have to get rid of Shore-
plan. Stop paying them
and don't let them do any
more work”
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Landlord had no problem getting rid of puppy mill tenants

Continued from page 1

many animals in the two-
bedroom, one-and-a-half-
bathroom, 1,050 square
foot home. He is sure the
timing of the discovery
prevented any severe dam-
age to the house.

“It could have been a lot
worse,” he says. “There re-
ally wasn't any significant,
irreparable damage. Had
it gone on for longer there
probably would have been,
but we've repainted every-
thing. You always have to
look at the positive side of
things”

That evening in July
The NOTL Local was the
first to break the news to
Scauzillo that the home
he owned had been raid-
ed. He seemed genuinely
surprised at the revelation,
and spoke of the many ref-
erences Grein and Biondi
had produced, including
one from their most recent
landlord in Brampton, af-
firming them as potential
low-risk tenants.

The Etobicoke-area
lawyer acted quickly to
deal with the situation, vis-
iting the tenants the week-
end following the action

by PAWS.

Scauzillo says he had
no problem terminating
the lease and asking Gre-
in and Biondi to leave the
property. He says he told
them they had to be out by
the end of July. The couple
did not fight back against
Scauzillo's demand.

Following their depar-
ture a number of the cages
that housed some of the
dogs were left behind in
one of the two out-build-
ings on the lot. Scauzillo
said there was also a lin-
gering odour inside the
house from the dogs. He

says the new coat of paint
and a general cleaning has
worked to eradicate all but
the last remnants of the
smell.

“It’s disturbing, it’s very
alarming,” Scauzillo says
about the number of dogs
removed last month. “I
guess we shouldn't really
be surprised about any-
thing these days. But it is
shocking that this would
happen.”

When asked if the expe-
rience has shown him how
challenging it can be as a
landlord, he is optimistic.

“I think stuff happens,

but I don’t think it's go-
ing to happen again,” he
laughs hopefully. “It's not
something that is going to
happen on a regular basis.
I've had good experience
with tenants overall”

Chris Bowron, whose
name was on the listing for
NOTL Realty, said that his
office has had the Delater
Street listing for a number
of years. The July incident
was the first time anything
like that had ever taken
place.

“It was a Shaw rental for
many years,” Bowron says.
“It was always a very clean,

very liveable property”

Meanwhile, Brent Ross,
a spokesperson from the
Ministry of the Solicitor
General, says the mat-
ter remains under inves-
tigation. For that reason
he is unable to provide
comment about whether
there are charges pending
against Grein and Biondi.

Many of the Dock Area
neighbours  have  been
speculating about what has
happened with the rescued
canines over the past six
weeks. As of press time, of-
ficials at the LCHS could not
be reached for comment.

On July 14, more than 150 dogs were rescued from the Delater Street house. (Photos by The owner of the Delater Street house has been doing some work to it to make it habitable
Mike Balsom)

for the next set of tenants.

FREEDOM, FAIRNESS, RESPONSIBILITY, RESPECT

Dear Resident of Niagara Falls, Niagara-on-the-Lake or Fort Erie,

Every individual deserves respect and human dignity. The values of freedom, fairness,
responsibility, and respect are the foundations for building a functional society that will give
opportunity for success and happiness to every Canadian that wants to work hard. Government
should create the conditions for human flourishing rather than to perpetuate dependency on
government handouts. Smaller government is a way to increase our quality of life. Government
should get out of the way of Canadian citizens as much as possible. Family and community are
better at solving local problems than big government.

Returning to traditional values of family, community, and protection of the vulnerable will bring
about more joy, peace, and unity in our country. | believe in the protection of human life from
conception to natural death. As a father, the best thing | can do for my children is to
love their mother. As a family man, the best thing | can do for my country is to raise
children that are humble, just, courageous and grateful for the opportunities they have
been granted, and to have a sense of service to their family, community and country.

As a political candidate, | will give straightforward responses to my constituents’
concerns. | will always try to solve problems by going back to the first principles of
charity towards neighbour, faith, hard work, and respect towards every individual. |
believe the sole purpose of politics is to make life better for citizens. Government
should try to empower the people rather than themselves.

At your service,
Peter

Authorized by the Financial Agent
for Peter Taras Niagara Falls

Peter Taras,

Candidate

Get involved! Request a lawn sign, discuss our ideas, volunteer, donate
or become a member of the PPC. We can be the change!

Learn more at: www.PeterTaras.ca

Campaign Office: 3335 Nigh Road, Ridgeway
tel: 905.894.2305 | cell: 416.995.0658 | email: ppcparty.niagara.falls@gmail.com
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Tune in to virtual meetings to learn about candidates

With the federal election
campaign time so short, and
the fact that it’ss being held in the
midst of pandemic restrictions,
it was not initially clear how
all-candidates meetings were go-
ing to be handled.

There are still going to be
candidates’ meetings, with both
the NOTL Chamber of Com-
merce members and Cogeco
involved, both of whom have a
long-standing tradition and the
experience required to make the
meetings run smoothly.

Eduardo Lafforgue, presi-
dent of the NOTL Chamber of
Commerce, says the chamber

staff of NOTL, Niagara Falls and
Fort Erie, which make up one
riding, are working together on
this with Cogeco.

The chambers will support
the Cogeco debate on Sept. 9,
with four candidates live in the
studio, representing the Liberals,
Conservatives, NDP and Green
parties. That follows the national
debate rules, which have some
stipulations about candidates
having a seat at Parliament or
having captured a certain per-
centage of votes to be invited to
an all-candidates meeting.

The People’s Party of Canada
will be invited to send in a short

video from their candidate to air
as part of the live broadcast.

The chamber will forward
their questions to Cogeco for the
meeting, and the following day,
the debate will be posted on the
website, wwwyourtv.tv/niagara.

There is also a second virtual
debate with the same four candi-
dates, organized by the three cham-
bers. Lafforgue describes it as more
like in a case-study, with questions
addressing the main issues facing
local businesses, including labour
shortages and training, border re-
opening, health protection, and
planning. The final date for this
one has not been confirmed, but

it will give voters a chance to see
in detail how the four parties will
handle businesses through the re-
covery period and into the future.

With virtual meetings there
is no doubt something may
seem to be missing to help voters
make their decisions, but there
are advantages as well. In addi-
tion to being safe, at a time when
COVID cases are rising, they will
be simple to watch for those who
have access to the internet.

And these meetings will be
important. This election feels
extremely rushed, and candi-
dates wont see as many people
in person, but the issues as we

move forward through the next
stage of the pandemic will be
crucial to our recovery, for busi-
ness owners who may be hang-
ing on by a thread, certainly; but
also for all who dont feel they can
endure another lockdown, for all
who want guidance on handling
mandatory vaccinations or pass-
ports, for those who are unem-
ployed or under-employed, and
for parents who need affordable
daycare, and may also be afraid
for their childrens health.

In the Niagara Falls riding,
weTe fortunate that three of the
four main candidates are people
we know from the 2019 election.

Our Green Party candidate is
new, but their platform is familiar
to us. The Peoples Party of Cana-
da candidate is also new; but has a
pretty clear-cut platform, and who
has been very forthcoming about
his opinions — and whether we
like them or not, he has a right to
express them and to be heard, if
only by video, should he choose.

Well pass on more informa-
tion as we have it, but the date of
Sept. 9 is worth remembering, as
an opportunity to help those who
are still undecided make up their
minds before the Sept. 20 election.

Penny Coles

The Local

Raccoons thrive in human environment

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

How’s this for an urban
camping experience?

After an evening of paddling
on the Welland recreation canal
in the full moonlight, my girl-
friend and I went back to my
friend’s place to set up a tent in
his backyard. My pal lives in sub-
urban Welland, but has the back-
yard of a countryside hangout.

He and his partner have sev-
eral raised gardens, a big tree, a
rabbit enclosure, and a fire pit to

enjoy. However, the inner city
is home to a lot more than just
neighbours.

“What was that?” asked my
girlfriend, sitting up suddenly in
her sleeping bag.

There it was - the first rep-
resentative of the raccoon gang
that would be paying us visits
all night long. This was set to be
one of the most restless nights
of my life, but it came with irre-
placeable entertainment.

The raccoon was inches
from the tent. He was peering
straight in at us, as if to say, “I
mean no harm, but you proba-
bly have food, right? Are those
chip crumbs still on your shorts?
What is this giant garbage bag
you're sleeping in?”

We gave it a hiss and a cou-

ple of claps, and it retreated into
the darkness.

We laughed, tried to doze
off, and then I heard the sound
of one of our backpacks being
robbed.

This next raccoon looked a
little larger, and it was pawing fe-
rociously at one of our bags just
a couple of feet from my side of
the tent. Raccoons may disturb
the peace, but at least they come
packaged with comedic value.
Something about their cute
bandit faces, human-like hands,
and bushy tails has most people
at subconscious emotional odds
with these creatures.

It's highly unlikely this was
the first manmade item this
raccoon has dug into this eve-
ning. You see, humans create an

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

Allan Davies was a bright
light in the BBC production of
QI and here he is brilliant as
defence barrister Henry Farm-

er in The Brief (Prime, 2004).
His life is beyond complex,
both in and out of the court-
room. He is two things: highly
intelligent and totally human.
Excellent series.

Donald Combe is a retired

English teacher who loves to go to
movies. Until he resumes going to
theatres, he has graciously agreed
to share his opinions, through
“short and sweet” exclusives, of
Netflix series and movies for
The Local.

Letters! We want letters!

If you have a letter to the editor youd like to see published,
please send it to penny@notllocal.com. Please try to keep it
to about 350 words. Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous
letters. And please stick to the issue at hand, rather than
attacking those involved. The deadline is Monday at noon.
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ideal world for raccoons around
our typical areas of residence.
Raccoons are primarily noc-
turnal, meaning most of their
locomotion commotion occurs
at night. Our human lifestyle
leaves behind odours and ob-
jects which peak the curiosity
of raccoons, such as garbage,
food scraps, gardens and pets.
Raccoons are scavengers, and
will gladly take up any free and
easy meal we leave out for them.
Even if not left out, per se, their
nimble nature will have them
curiously exploring boxes, bins,
and sheds alike. I imagine that
even our tent was simply just
something worth checking out.

I hissed at this raccoon as
well, and like a burglar you can't
be mad at, its silhouette quietly
but quickly retreated into the
dark bushes. I laughed.

“Cover me!” I joked to my
girlfriend, asking if she could
shine a light for me. I stepped
out of the tent to retrieve our
backpacks and the cooler,
which I moved to the top of the
barbecue. I knew they could get
there just as well, but at least it
wouldn't be a couple of feet from
our heads.

Later, as 'm sleeping with one

eye open looking out the tent, a
shady figure appears from under-
neath the van, and grows as it ad-
vances towards the tent. At eye-to-
eye level, this raccoon just walked
straight toward our tent, it's band-
ed face now in plain view. I was
interested in seeing how bold
this individual was, so I let it keep
walking toward us. This extra
bushy;, well-fed raccoon got right
to the tent door, where it earned
another hissing sound from me,
and retreated up the fence and

into the neighbour’s tree.
Raccoons are excellent
climbers. Fence lines, tree

branches, and rooftops are their
urban infrastructure. They have
sharp claws, which you can hear
scratching their way up any
wooden surface as they look to
attain safety with height. In a
wilder setting, where their popu-
lations are controlled by coyotes,
foxes, and birds of prey, raccoons
use these sharp claws to handle
food such as crayfish, snakes,
and frogs. Not ketchup chips and
pizza crust. I once watched rac-
coons in Florida sit upright and
bite the heads off of slippery fish,
crunching away with little room
for table manners.

Another raccoon suddenly

Raccoons can be cute and entertaining, but they are not friendly

to humans. (Photo supplied)

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth
416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868

(Crisis Line)
kidshelpphone.ca

For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:

905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS
ACCESS
(Toll Free)

1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER'S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to 9 p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St., NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:
#SAFE (#7233)
1-866-863-0511
(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS
1-800-222-8477
(TIPS)
niagaratips.com
Text 274637 (CRIMES),
keyword: Niagara,
then your tip

starts scaling upa different tree,
and it is just a foot away from
our tent. The noise startled us,
and that probably startled this
individual furthermore. He
spent the next couple of minutes
sniffling and scratching away at
the tree bark, shamelessly trying
to get at an empty bird feeder
(another urban favourite). We
then watched with humour as
the raccoon descended down
the tree head first. You could tell
this one was trying to be cryptic
and cautious, as it was aware of
our presence in the tent.

“I want to see how close he
comfortably gets,” I said quietly.

It then proceeded to push its
nose to the tent, which is when
we hissed and clapped yet again.
It scurried behind the bunny
shed, as another raccoon did so
just moments ago.

Like a video games “final
boss” or the climax of a movie,
I'm now watching not one, but
two shadowy figures emerge
out from under the van and
start waddling directly toward
us. At this exact moment, I
could verify that there were at
least five raccoons within whis-
pering distance of our tent. We
were surrounded!

These two also got anoth-
er big hiss from me, and their
slow, ponderous bodies kicked
into high gear as they ran off.
Half an hour later, we heard less
rustling in the bushes and were
paid no further visits. Later, as
the sun came up, the raccoons
had retreated to the treetops
branches or hollow trunks in
which they reside.

We've all seen a raccoon at
some point. There are certainly
more specialized or rare ani-
mals I could write about, but I
can't say I've ever seen so much
raccoon action in one night. It
was quite remarkable and im-
pressive, staring into the eyes of
an animal which has benefitted
enormously from our human
world. This Canadian icon is
a classic example pulled from
a suite of animals that succeed
in our human environment,
following the mantra of “if you
build, they will come”

It was my buddy’s backyard.
That being said, we cant deny
that it was the raccoons back-
yard first and foremost.
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Inclusivity citizens’ responsibility

A fundamental belief
in the equality and worth
of all people is a core prin-
ciple of the Baha'i Faith, as
indeed it is in the faiths of
all people. It is for this rea-
son that the Baha’is of Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake strongly
support the work of the In-
clusivity Committee, which
recently carried out a survey
designed to help the town
council make our commu-

nity a more inclusive and
welcoming one.

But surely this is really
the responsibility of the citi-
zens of this place — the place
where we all live and which
we all love. We would like to
join others in working to in-
crease such a sense of inclu-
sion with and for all, without
waiting for the town council
to assume this responsibil-
ity. We want not just Niag-

ara-on-the-Lake but all of
Canada, indeed all of the
world, to leave behind sus-
picion and fear of the “other”
and the “different; and to
become a place of humble,
helpful friendliness.

We welcome any oppor-
tunity to do so.

Charlotte Letkemann
Hugh J. Church
NOTL

Life is a lot like golf

Ted Mouradian
Special to The Local

I go golfing with a couple
of friends, and we usually al-
ternate between St. Davids and
Queenston Golf Courses.

Like life, we don't take the
game too seriously, while still
doing our best to have a good
round with a low score. Golf
is known as the game you can
never win, simply because you
are always trying to beat your
last best score, which for many
is a difficult task.

The funny thing is that life
is, in many ways, similar to
golf. Let me explain.

A golfer knows if they pick
up a certain iron, pick out a
target, complete a routine set-
up, commit to the swing and
follow through, the ball will go
where it is supposed to go and
the task will be accomplished.
The same is true with life. We
know we need a target or goal
when we begin a task. We
know from experience what
we need to do to attain that
goal, and we usually know how
to execute and follow through
to success.

But in golf, obstacles are
sometimes put in our way to
test us, such as a pond in front
of the green, strong winds or
different elevations. Instead
of going with the routine, ad-
justing for the obstacle and
trusting the shot with a good

follow-through, we try to steer
the ball, and that is when it fails.

This is also true in life. We
know what is good for us and
what is bad. We know who is
toxic and who is not. We know
better than to have that extra
piece of cake or that extra beer,
but we do it anyway. The result
is that the shot misses the target.

In golf, when a person is
addressing the ball and taking
the shot, the other golfers are
quiet and respectful of what
the person is trying to do,
even if we may think he has
the wrong club or is aimed in
the wrong direction. This qui-
et respect is given, unless that
golfer asks for advice.

As for life, when we are try-
ing to reach a goal, others give
us advice whether we ask for it
or not and in many cases they
don't know when to simply be
quiet. This can throw off our
ability to reach the goal, because
now we are questioning things
we don't need to question.

Now some golfers have
caddies who they trust to give
them advice, similar to life,
where we have trusted friends
to give us good council. In
golf we listen to our caddy, but
sometimes in life we not only
don't listen to our trusted ad-
viser, but more importantly we
don't listen to our gut feeling.

Lets put the two togeth-
er. Every decision we make in
life and/or on the golf course
is based on past experiences,
along with good skills and cur-
rent knowledge of the elements.
It is when we doubt what we
know and what we see that we
screw up the shot or make a

bad decision. We tend to let our
emotions overshadow our true
correct gut feelings.

We then try to force the
shot, and it usually ends up in
the water or the sand trap, the
same as when we try to force a
work relationship, a love rela-
tionship, or a friendship, they
all generally end up in conflict.
Keep in mind that sometimes
even though we mess up the
swing, or take that one beer too
many; it can still turn out okay.
Such is life, and such is golf.

Here are the things to keep
in mind when playing golf, or
navigating the river of life.

Stop trying to steer the shot
or control the stream — nei-
ther end in good results. You
know what club works best for
you for a certain shot, the same
as you know what life situation
works for you.

In golf, do not try to use the
same club the other golfer used
if that club is not good for you.
Trust the shot. In life do not
try to live your life as someone
else, or as they say . . . "keeping
up with the Joneses” Live the
life you were meant to live, the
life that works for you.

Remember, aim for a tar-
get. Trust your gut. Execute
and follow through. Don't take
it too seriously (golf or life) . . .
it's only a game.

Good golfing and good
living.

Ted Mouradian is the
President of the 2% Factor
Inc. and creator of the Law
of Cooperative Action. He is
an author and professional
speaker and can be reached at
ted@the2percentfactor.com
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Why are we seeing a fourth wave?

Millions of people in our
world have had two needles
placed in their shoulders and
a vaccine flowing from the sy-
ringe into their bodies. A vac-
cine that has given millions the
protection needed to prevent
them from spending time in a
hospital room with a ventilator
keeping them alive. They are
protected from a lie, a simple
flu bug a world national leader
called this disease that contin-
ues to take lives, both the very
young to the very old.

Now this fourth wave didn't
have to ever happen. In fact,
the third wave never had to
happen if millions of people
hadn't believed the words of a
less than honest person who
the American people voted to
be their leader. These gullible
people never for one moment
thought about their relatives,
their neighbours, strangers on
the street, or anyone else for
that matter by refusing to take
the protection that millions of
people have taken in the past
approximately eight months.
Their poor choices have caused
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple to die, nurses and doctors
to reach such levels of tiredness
that they too became sick with
this virus that is like none other
seen in our lifetimes, and died.

What is it going to take
for these people to realize that
getting the shots will save lives,
even their own? Is it selfishness
or a complete lack of under-
standing as to what they are
doing to the world economy, to
the lives of families that are los-
ing their breadwinners or their
siblings, or are making life so
horrific for millions of people?

The world has been turned
upside down by this virus, and
it appears that until everyone
gets vaccinated this pandem-
ic is going to be with us for a

very long time. If someone you
know is hesitating, tell them
how important they are at this
time in history. If they get their
shots they will realize that they
have been lied to and are not
turning into aliens or have not
been injected with a chip that
will enable their governments
to control their lives, both lies.

This whole time we have
been living in the pandemic
we have seen people fighting
the need for vaccinations and
the use of masks. Have they not
learned from the statistics that
both are important if we are
to stamp out COVID? Listen
up people, you need to follow
the medical guidelines or you
might just be a statistic on the
list of COVID deaths.

Brilliant people are working
tirelessly to provide you with
the protection you need to stay
alive. Years ago, similar dedi-
cated people worked diligently
to provide us all with a similar
vaccine to stamp out polio, a
disease that killed thousands,
left people unable to function
as they had been used to, and
affected the outcomes of peo-
ples lives.

Scientists told us that the
time span between the first
and second COVID shots was
between 20 and 28 days to be
the most effective. What did
our government do and how
do they know if the antibodies
have been as effective as they
would have been had we been
vaccinated when the scientists
told us was the ideal times
between the first and second
shots? Now it would appear
that we will all require a third
shot to maintain the efficacy
to keep us protected, however
our government seems to once
again make the time span lon-
ger than scientists are recom-
mending. First I question if our

government knows how our
delayed timespan between shot
number one and number two
has affected the efficacy of our
immune backups.

Here we are with a new
variant that is testing the the-
ories of all the scientists work-
ing to save the lives of millions
of people who are relying on
them to get this pandemic un-
der control. What is our Prime
Minister doing? Instead, hé’s
out campaigning in an early
election. Should our officials
be putting their efforts into an
election, instead of focusing
their attention on the worst
pandemic of our time and
making certain that thousands
of people’s lives are not at stake?
These are two major situations
that require this government
that we presently have, to put
100 per cent of their attention
into. However, this Prime Min-
ister has chosen to call an early
election that he hopes will sat-
isty his needs and not those of
thousands of Afghan people
whose very lives are at stake,
and millions of Canadians
whose lives are also in peril.

We are facing two key issues
that have our full attention, but
our government thinks that an
election is the most important
issue they must attend to. What
do you think? Your votes will
tell us what your thoughts are,
what you think is most import-
ant for our country. If we fail to
bring our Afghan interpreters
and their families out of the
horrific situation they are fac-
ing, I don't believe any country
will ever assist us in the future.
We will have lost the respect of
the Afghan people, and many
other countries around the
world.

Tom Thornton
NOTL

Vi Mills ‘a hometown hero’

I was not able to attend
the recent ceremony to hon-
our Vi Mills and her many
contributions to the com-
munity. I had the privilege of
working with Vi as a Scout
leader in the 1970s. Because
of her involvement and sup-
port for scouting, countless

numbers of boys in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake learned about
basic survival and camping
skills, while creating lifelong
bonds through Cubs, Scouts
and Venturers.

She certainly influenced
my involvement in the scout-
ing program, and I will be

NOTL LOCAL

Editorial Banner Bookings

forever grateful for her kind
and generous spirit. Vi is
truly a hometown hero!
Congratulations to her fami-
ly for this most deserved rec-
ognition.

Jim Alexander
NOTL

How one mosquito can change your ife
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NPCA CAO Chandra Sharma at the virtual meeting to discuss the strategic plan. (Screen shot)

NPCA working on strategic plan, with community input

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

The Niagara Peninsu-
la Conservation Authority
(NPCA) is about to launch its
strategic plan for the next 10
years, and the public has until
Sept. 3 to provide feedback,
comments or questions.

The organization plays
a key role in ensuring the
health of Niagaras water-
shed, through stream flow
and water quality moni-
toring at multiple stations
across the 12 municipalities.
In  Niagara-on-the-Lake,
three properties come under
NPCA jurisdiction: the Vir-
gil Dam and Reservoir, Two
Mile Creek Conservation
Area and Woodend Conser-
vation Area.

About 130 people attend-
ed an online information
session focusing on the or-
ganization’s 2021-2031 stra-

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

tegic plan hosted by project
manager Natalie Green on
Aug. 19. The purpose of the
meeting was to outline the
results of a public survey that
was conducted from March
30 to May 6, and to get a first
look at the key components
of a draft version developed
with combined input to date.

The process for the de-
velopment of the new plan
began last fall with the cre-
ation of a staft team to take
on the challenge. Public
engagement took place this
spring through the survey,
to which the organization re-
ceived 501 responses, mostly
from the Niagara region. The
NPCA owns and maintains

41 properties, including
some located in Hamilton
and Haldimand.

The survey laid out a
number of proposed key
strategic priorities for the
authority, decided on by
staff. Of the sample compo-
nents laid out to participants,
only one, marketing NPCA
properties as a destination of
choice, did not receive strong
public support.

“We did take that feed-
back quite seriously; Green
said, “and we did make some
revisions as a result of that
feedback. In general, the
feedback was really positive
and supportive, though there

was some misunderstanding
of the NPCA’ roles and re-
sponsibilities”

Recognizing that conser-
vation is critical for people,
plants and wildlife alike, the
NPCA mission statement for
the next 10 years is Nature
for All chosen “to create a
common ground for conser-
vation-inspired action and
accountability to nature”

As would be expected,
throughout the unveiling of
the six strategic directions
that were presented, the
potential effects of climate
change on Niagaras water-
shed and the need for cli-
mate resilience in the future
informed many aspects of
the plan.

As well, Niagaras pop-
ulation growth projections
over the next 10 years were
acknowledged as another
potential challenge.

Following the unveiling
of the draft strategic plan,
a question and answer ses-
sion was held. CEO Chandra
Sharma spoke of the pan-
demic shining a light on the
importance of natural spaces.

“People probably did not
realize how important green
infrastructure was for the
mental health and well-be-
ing of our communities,
she said. “We managed it
very well. We left our con-
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servation areas open. Our
staff were at the front line.
We wanted the communities
to come out and enjoy the
green space.”

“I think, along those
lines; Sharma continued,
“we will continue to upgrade
the assets within these prop-
erties. We will make them
more accessible from a so-
cioeconomic  perspective.
We're looking at everything
from that lens: how can we
make our programs and
properties, our green space
more accessible and equita-
ble to everyone in Niagara”

In December, 2020, the
Ford government made
changes to the conservation
authorities, giving govern-
ment ministers new powers
to make political decisions
about construction and in-
dustry projects. The move
was criticized by many ex-
perts as an effort to allow
developers to bypass the
conservation authorities’ sci-
ence-based permitting pro-
cess, stripping them of one of
their key roles.

Sharma  acknowledged
this change, which was im-
plemented just as the devel-
opment of the 10-year plan
began.

“The timing was very
good, as we were able to align
the changes and adjust,” she

told participants. “The over-
all mandate and purpose of
the conservation authority
remains natural resource
management. Nothing
changes there. Overall, its
still a broad category of nat-
ural resource management
and watershed work that we
will continue to undertake”

Working with developers
in the planning and permitting
process is part of the mandate
of all conservation authorities
across the province.

“Our approach there is to
work with the proponent,
Sharma explained, “to guide
them through the technical
process, to help them do the
right thing so the approvals
are timely and the collective
outcomes can be achieved”

She continued, “on the
other side, there is the part-
ner-of-choice ~ opportunity.
If a development industry
partner comes in with a pro-
posal with a socio-economic
benefit to restore a big park
or invest in the conservation
authority foundation, those
are opportunities that we
look at both from the private
and public sector. It's a bal-
ancing act”

Questions also  arose
about the NPCAs relation-
ship with agriculture.

“In this jurisdiction, a ma-
jority of our land is in agricul-

tural use;” Sharma said. “The
relationship with our agri-
cultural community shows
up in two locations in this
strategic plan. One is within
the healthy and resilient wa-
tershed. We need to under-
stand the vulnerabilities from
climate change and plan strat-
egies to be looked at”

“Beyond that,” she con-
tinued, “we are also com-
mitted to new research and
science with our academic
partners to find solutions for
the agricultural community.
Theres also the stewardship
piece. Through our resto-
ration program we work
with the agricultural com-
munity on best management
practices. This strategic plan
calls for enhancement of our
restoration program.”

Sharma also assured par-
ticipants that the NPCA has
no plans to sell any of its 41
properties to developers.

“When a property comes
under conservation author-
ity jurisdiction,” she ex-
plained, “it comes for a rea-
son. It has sensitive natural
habitat or heritage value. Or
it's significant in some oth-
er way. The NPCA does not
have any plans to sell any of
its land to anybody at this
point”

The next step in the pro-
cess is to finalize the strategic
plan and present it for board
approval in early fall.

The entire presentation
from last week can be seen at
and questions, concerns and
comments can be sent to the
NPCA via getinvolved.npca.
ca/2021-2031-strategic-plan.

In addition to his roles as
a journalist for The Local and
Cogeco, Mike Balsom sits on
the board of the Niagara Pen-
insula Conservation Authori-
ty Foundation.



notllocal.com

THENOTLG pos/ M August25,2021 9

Town asked to consider community garden plots

Penny Coles
The Local

A Niagara-on-the-Lake
resident is asking the town to
consider repurposing a town-
owned lot to be used as a com-
munity garden.

Julian Trachsel hasn't got a
specific location in mind, al-
though he has some ideas of
how it could be run, he told
councillors at Monday’s plan-
ning meeting.

There are generally two
types of community gardens,
he explained. They can be es-
tablished by a group that works
the entire garden together, or
they can be allotment gardens
where an individual rents a
specific garden plot.

He is envisioning a hybrid
model, where a garden group
takes it on as a whole, then
rents out the plots to Individ-
uals, to minimize the work the
town would need to do.

He made it clear that what
he is proposing would take lit-
tle involvement from the town,
once a location is chosen and
prepared for the first garden
lots.

Currently there is a com-
munity garden behind the An-
derson Lane library, benefitting
Newark Neighbours, and also
one at BY’s Honey Farms estab-
lished this year, with 40 plots,
but there are issues there with
water supply, difficult access to
parking when it’s wet, and ticks
are a concern, he said.

Niagara-on-the-Lake s
seeing “ever smaller lots in new
developments,” he said, with lit-
tle room for a garden, suggest-
ing the town shouldn’t be re-
stricting residents from having
avegetable garden, just because
their lots are small.

He outlined many benefits
to a vegetable garden, includ-
ing encouraging healthier eat-
ing, eating local, and eating and
sharing what you grow. The
gardens can be pesticide-free
and mostly organic, he said.

Gardening leads to im-
proved mental and physical
wellness — it can be incredibly
rewarding to eat a great-tasting
tomato youve grown yourself
— and the hard work, exer-
cise, fresh air and sunshine is
good for gardeners, while the
community engagement gives

them a chance to meet other
residents.

It's also good education for
young and old. “I'was lucky. My
parents always had a vegetable
garden,” he said, explaining he
had learned as a boy about how
to grow vegetables.

Kids today, and even adults,
“don’t necessarily know were
their food is coming from or
understand what is involved,
he said, adding that a com-
munity garden would be great
hands-on experience, and a
way for kids to learn to appreci-
ate how food gets to their table.

It would enhance the town’s
reputation, making it look for-
ward-thinking and environ-
mentally friendly, he said, and
for some, could help address
food insecurity.

All Trachsel is asking for is a
suitable plot of land, reasonably
flat, in full or near full sun, with
parking and in a central loca-
tion, and with soil that is safe
and reasonably fertile, and not
a walking or dog-walking area.

He mentioned the former
football field next to the high
school as just an example, and
other areas were mentioned by

councillors and staff, such as
the greenspace at Niven Road
and Lakeshore, and the park at
the corner of Nassau and Wil-
liam Streets.

The location would require
a good water supply, and the
cost of water has to be estab-
lished, said Trachsel. He added
it would have to be a long-term
commitment so that gardeners
know before they invest time
and money in their plot that
they can return every year.

Liability insurance is some-
thing the town would have to
look into, he added.

Trachsel said he hoped the
town would make a decision
by January or February at the
latest, so the land could be pre-
pared for the first gardens by
April.

He was ambivalent about
fencing, which is costly, but
said he wouldn't want to see
people lose their crops to ani-
mals, such as coyotes and rab-
bits. “Maybe that’s a decision to
make once we know where it
is;” he suggested.

“This would be a feel-good
initiative, when there is a lot
around that doesn’t feel very

positive right now;” he added.

“This is more about the
positive benefits in the com-
munity, than a bowl of toma-
toes”

He said he was hoping to
solicit a response from other
residents “to see the interest,
see what size they want, and
what area they need”

Coun. Norm Arsenault, a
member of the town's environ-
ment committee, said they had

looked at the idea, but weren't
sure whether there was a de-
mand for a community garden.
He said he supported further
investigation of the concept.
Coun. Gary Burroughs
made a motion and received
unanimous support for asking
staff to report back in a few
months, looking at location,
cost, insurance, “and to see if
we can do something to further
these community gardens”

A NOTL resident would like to see a community garden in a
central location, to allow people to grow their own vegetables.

(Photo supplied)
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‘Laugh ’til you cry’ with Keaton in museum courtyard

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

Sometimes simple things
are best, like enjoying your fa-
vourite snacks, a cozy blanket,
dusk on a late summer evening

and a good belly laugh with
friends and family.

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Museum staff is inviting you to
enjoy all these simple pleasures
on their outdoor grounds at
on Thursday, Aug. 26 at 9 p.m.

with the last film of the 5 &
Dime Film Series.

This weeks film is Camera-
man, directed and produced by
and starring American silent
filmstar, Buster Keaton. It was
co-directed by Edward Sedg-

The Cameraman, starring Buster Keaton, will be shown in the NOTL Museum courtyard. (Pho-
to supplied by the NOTL Museum)
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wick, and co-starred Marceline
Day and Harold Goodwin. This
1928 silent film has a simple
premise. Boy sees girl. Boy falls
in love with girl and he will do
anything to impress her, but,
of course, things do not always
work out quite like he planned.
Buster (Keaton) sells his pho-
tography business to buy a film
camera to try to catch the at-
tention of a MGM studio office
worker, Sally (Day) but Bust-
er finds he is not the only one
trying to impress Sally. Harold
(Goodwin) is also vying for Sal-
ly’s attention. As a completely in-
experienced cameraman, Buster
bumbles his way in his new vo-
cation with numerous mishaps
and hilarious adventures.
According to Marion Meade
in her biography, Buster Keaton:
Cut to the Chase, this critically
acclaimed movie has been used

to train new MGM writers as a
“perfectly constructed comedy’”
In 2005, 77 years after the film's
release, it was selected for pres-
ervation by the United States
National Film Registry by the
Library of Congress as being
“culturally, historically, or aes-
thetically significant” The film
was almost lost forever in an
MGM vault fire in 1965. Lucki-
ly, a complete print was found in
Paris in 1968.

Another copy of higher
quality and with some addi-
tional footage was discovered
in 1991, according to Dennis
Harvey in his essay on The
Cameraman at the 2012 San
Francisco Silent Film Festival.
These two prints have now
been combined to produce the
version that is now available,
and was released last year on
DVD and Blu-ray.

With taglines like: “Buster
Keaton will make you laugh
’til you cry in The Cameraman
with Marceline Day;” published
in the Oxnard Daily Courier
on Nov. 5, 1928 and “Buster
Keaton: You sure give the world
anew lease on life and laughter
in The Cameraman,” published
on Feb. 1, 1929 in the Dunkirk,
NY, Grape Belt and Chautau-
qua Farmer newspaper. This
is sure to be a great film full
of historical significance and
more than a few chuckles.

Admission to the event is
by donation, and is weather
permitting. Bring your chair,
snacks, and your favourite
blanket and enjoy a good belly
laugh with family and friends
with this film classic.

For more information con-
tact the NOTL museum at 905-
468-3912 or at notlmuseum.ca

John McFarland honoured
in St. Andrew’s Cemetery

David Hemmings
Special to The Local

Last Friday morning at St.
Andrew’s Church Cemetery, a
group of RCMP Veterans' As-
sociation Golden Horseshoe
Division members and former
RCMP officers, led by Dave
Miller, installed a memorial
grave marker to honour the
service of John Malcolm Mc-
Farland (1858-1915) to the
North West Mounted Police.

The NWMP was formed on
May 23, 1873 as a para-military
law enforcement force to protect
Canadas sovereignty. It was then
enhanced with the recruitment
of local Canadians across the ter-
ritory in 1878 when Constable

McFarland, #145, was enlisted.
King Edward VII awarded Royal
to North West Mounted Police
(RNWMP) in 1904. The govern-
ment amalgamated the RNWMP
and Dominion Police to form the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP) in 1920.

John M. McFarland was
the great-grandson of John
McFarland (1752-1815), the
Scottish master  shipwright
who built McFarland House
on the Niagara River Parkway
in Niagara in 1800. and was
Governor John Simcoes dock-
master. Several McFarlands
held important positions in
Niagara. Although there were
large family groups in the Mc-
Farland family, the inheritance

of the acquired wealth between
the generations was ruled by
the family tradition of intestate
deaths and primogeniture (the
eldest son inherited the entire
estate of his parents), and many
of the children remained un-
married. Finally, the wealthier
family members moved west to
Alberta and British Columbia,
leaving no living family mem-
bers in the Niagara region.

The name has been large-
ly forgotten, but there are 20
family members buried in St.
Andrew’s Church Cemetery,
mostly without grave markers.

David E Hemmings is an
author of local history books,
and the president of the Niagara
Historical Society and Museum.

Bob Kempf, John Ked-
dy, Sef Ginther, Dave
Miller, Fred Foster and
Paul Richard, all former
RCMP officers from
Burlington, Ont., are
honouring former offi-
cers. (Photos supplied)
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Submitted by
Angelika Zammit

Angelika Zammit is accus-
tomed to hard work. Here is a
little bit of her history.

As a young single mother, it
became a way of life for her out
of necessity and drive.

In her 20s, she worked at
three different jobs, and attend-
ed Ryerson university through

night school classes, achieving
her goal of supporting her son
and buying her first home.

Her career in those days was
in the high-end printing busi-
ness, says Angelika. At 29 years
of age, she opened her own
printing company in Toron-
to mainly working for banks,
fund companies, CTV, large
government agencies and in-
ternational ad agencies.

Persistence pays
Angelika’s story of how she came to open her Real Estate Office in the Old Town Niagara-on-the-Lake

With a savings of $40,000,
a rental industrial unit, a tele-
phone, hard work, and her rep-
utation in the industry this en-
abled her to attain a six-figure
credit to grow her company.

Astheunderdog, so to speak,
there is actually an advantage.
Being relentlessly resourceful,
acting quickly when required
and to consistently self-educate
and improve herself and her
skills has also helped her reach
her goals.

Within the next few years
she became multi award-win-
ning in the industry, and was
included in the top 100 busi-
nesswomen in Canada for
Profit Magazine and MacLean’s
Magazine several times.

Having a giving nature she
has helped others throughout
the years as well to achieve their
dreams as well.

In 2010, as the internet
drastically reduced the need
for printing and mailings, she
closed her printing business,
and real estate became her next
career and her passion. At this
time she had already bought,
sold, and renovated over 20
homes as well.

Moving to the Old Town of
Niagara-on-the-Lake in 2010
“was a dream I had for many
years. My first home was on
John Street. I started in the real
estate business shortly after
moving here. Going for my “af-
ter dinner-walks” towards Mis-
sissauga Street. I would stand in
front of Fernandos Hair Styling
(on the corner of Mississauga
and John), thinking this would
be the perfect location for a real
estate office” Not knowing this
was a Real Estate company 40
years ago.

Over 10 years, she contacted
the owner of the building three
times a year, sending cards
and letters, asking that she be
notified if the space became
available.

She was recently thrilled to
be given the opportunity to
open her office at that location.
PERSISTENCE PAYS!

“Even COVID wasn't going
to stop me; says Angelika. “I
am excited to be here, and to be
of service to my community.”

Through Right At Home
Realty, Angelika says, she will
provide excellent service for
buying and selling, and so

THENOTLYpo/ M August 25, 2021
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much more. We have a huge
network of over 5,000 agents in
the GTA and reaching millions
internationally. Its an amazing
company to work with and ’'m
thrilled.

“I offer a very long list of
additional services, from help
with packing and moving,
helping clients with free design
ideas, and renovations - I do it
all My list of how we can help
people is endless. Feel free to
drop by for a cool beverage any-
time, no obligation necessary.
We enjoy chatting and getting

to know our neighbours, and
helping however we can”

Reach out to Angelika and
she can email her package of
the many different services she
can offer, she says.

“As a self-made, successful
business owner, I am driven
for success, both professionally
and personally”

Let her use that passion,
drive and enthusiasm to help
you buy or sell a house, and
take advantage of the many
other services she can provide
to assist you with your move.
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What Is The Deal With Real Estate Prices?

Submitted by
ReMax Greg Sykes

In mid March, 2020 I re-
member huddling around
the TV at the ReMax office
(before social distancing
was implemented!) wait-
ing to hear Prime Minister
Trudeau address our great
country. There were so
many questions: Was trav-
el allowed? Would schools
close? Would the markets
crash? In my own little
world I wondered what
would happen to the beau-
tiful listing I JUST posted
on MLS THAT morning
at 53 Queenston in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Would anyone come to
see it? Would I be allowed
to show people through?
Could I sell a property in
a pandemic? There was
a brief moment where I
was sincerely worried. I
had some clients call and
ask me to help them sell
everything and liquidate
their real estate portfolio,
but for a few days, I wasn't
even sure we would be
able to complete a real es-
tate transaction! But what

about folks who have sold
their home and NEED to
purchase a home?

Thankfully, technology,
lawyers, banks, land reg-
istry etc have been able to
pivot and continue to serve
- albeit in ‘different than
we're used to’ ways.

My father used to tell
me that often, devastation
leads to innovation and I
would concur that there
have been many changes
to how we “do life” in gen-
eral!l Multiple real estate
agents, businesses own-
ers and advertisers did a
mass exitus/reduction in
advertising on billboards
and signs throughout the
region in an effort to save
money. However, I decid-
ed it may be a good (albeit
risky) time to double down
in advertising: so I took out
nearly 40 new billboards/
signs around Niagara as
they became vacant in an
effort to take the oppor-
tunity to get the word out
that I was still in business
and set up to serve.

My phone began ringing
more than it's ever rang!
From March 15 to about

March 22 I navigated just
ONE real estate deal and
otherwise it was the qui-
etest week of my career.
But I had no idea what
was coming. By the end

of March, the Real Estate
Council Ontario imple-
mented some excellent
Covid regulations to al-
low us to continue trading
in real estate, to conduct

business. My team and I
invested in the best video
marketing tools available
and we begin to offer full
virtual tours to our clients
etc and by May 1st, we had
sold more properties than
we typically would sell in
an entire year. Somehow,
2020 ended up being the
busiest year in my 14 years
as a real estate agent.

Sometimes the biggest
setbacks can be our biggest
set ups. Now, I do not want
to be insensitive to the
very real fact that Covid
has devastatingly impact-
ed millions and millions
of people in a negative way
and I would be remiss if
I did not commend ev-
ery essential worker for
their heroism this past 18
months. We salute you!

In conclusion, although
prices in some markets in
Ontario have nearly dou-
bled in the last two years,
no one can claim to know
precisely WHY. In my pro-
fessional opinion, SOME
of the contributing factors
in Niagara are: people flee-
ing the big cities to work
from home, young people

delaying their weddings
and buying a home instead
of paying for the wedding,
enticingly low interest
rates, rising costs of con-
struction and the mass
unloading of rental prop-
erties (investors cashing
in while the market is hot)
- to name a few. Personally
I believe that at some point
the market needs to - and
likely will - regulate itself,
but in the meantime, prices
continue to rise.

We don't have a crystal
ball but we do know that
people will ALWAYS need
to a place to live, and living
in Niagara-on-the-Lake is
the best place to live in our
beautiful country!

As a resident of NOTL,
I know and love this area
and if you are thinking of
buying or selling but don’t
know where to start, please
call me today. I would be
delighted to have a cup
of coffee with you, let you
know what your home is
worth and let you know
what properties are avail-
able for you to consider!
Thanks for reading.

~ Greg Sykes

Welcome to
41 Melville Street.

The most exclusive SAIL in Niagara!

FOR
SAIL

This luxury freehold end unit home has THREE
balconies with spectacular water views, overlooking
the Niagara River and the NOTL sailing club, boasts
three finished levels, MAIN FLOOR has a beautiful den
with a murphy bed included which makes for a perfect
THIRD bedroom if needed, FOUR bathrooms with floor
to ceiling ltalian marble, double shower heads in main
bath, a high end kitchen with upscale appliances and
a view of the Toronto skyline and balcony number 3 off
the kitchen has a gas bbq line. Top quality hardwood
floors, TWO floor to ceiling stone gas fireplaces,
updated gas furnace and central air in 2020, natural
stone and Cedar exterior, an attached single car garage
PLUS a dedicated parking spot directly behind the
home, street parking out front and a public parking lot
behind lot line. This executive luxury townhome has an
elevator rough in, is located within walking distance to
the finest hotels, shops, restaurants, theatres, wineries,
nature trails, the Niagara River Parkway, a short drive to
the US/CANADA Border, Niagara and Buffalo Airports
and just 20KM to the world famous Niagara Falls. This
is a RARE opportunity to BUY, to LIVE, to VACATION,
and to ANCHOR in the RIVER BEACH area of the best
small town in the country. Come and fall in love! Yearly
common element fee of just $1,100 covers all your
snow removal expenses and gardening!
Come and fall in love.

cALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT 905.329.3484
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TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

Creel Road Painty
is still mixing things up!
Open for in-store shopping
(5 Customers at a time)
Monday to Friday - 8 amto 5 pm,
Saturday 8 am - 12 pm

Place your order in advance and
we can have it ready for you.

Call 905-468-241 2

1573 Four Mlle Creek Road, V|rg|I

THE
FARMHOUSE
CAFE

Open For Lunch
7 Days a Week

lndoor and Patio
Dining Available

Reservations Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!
Or give us a call to book
905-468-8814

CAROLINE CELLARS WINERY

‘Li '”'”JJLLFOJ

2 2 MOTL 305
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New business caters to social media-savvy

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
newest business is truly
Insta-worthy.

With Lord Mayor Betty
Disero cutting the ribbon,
Micaela Grant and Ka-
trina Boccia held the grand
opening of Selfie Mode
on Saturday. The young
owners of the Mary Street
business hope their pho-
tography and videography
studio becomes the go-to
location for social media
savvy travellers and locals
alike.

Boccia, 28, and 23-year-
old Grant, first discussed
the business idea while
working together as super-

visors at Bricks & Barley.

“Over COVID, I was on
Tik Tok and I came across
this idea,” Grant says.
“Selfie studios had come
up in the States. I thought
it was the coolest idea, so I
started to do some research
and I saw that there was
none in Canada, except for
Calgary”

While sweeping the
Bricks & Barley patio one
day, Grant mentioned the
idea to Boccia, who imme-
diately offered to partner
with her on the venture.

Grant, who studied
communications and mar-
keting at Brock University,
and Boccia, a graduate of
Niagara Colleges human
resources program, began

preparing a business plan
with the intention of apply-
ing for financing through
non-profit  Futurpreneur
Canada.

“In the end, we decided
to bootstrap it,” Grant says.
“We decided to go it alone,
without going into debt”

The pair settled on the
Mary Street location. “It
was an office space;” Boccia
tells The Local. “The walls
had giant windows in the
middle of them. For pho-
tography, that was not cool.
We wanted to use every sin-
gle aspect of the space that
we could to bring our vision
to life”

So they drafted friends
and family members to get
their studio Insta-ready.

Windows came out and
were replaced with new
drywall and studio quality
lighting was installed, pro-
viding them with multiple
blank canvases ready to be
transformed into hip selfie
backdrops.

Taking inspiration from
what they had seen online,
Boccia and Grant came up
with a multitude of creative
ideas for what their target
market would like to see.
Being of the same age as
that target market certainly
helped to a great degree.

Local artists were con-
tacted and enlisted to bring
their ideas to life. Upon
entering Selfie Mode, visi-
tors are immediately struck
with the work of Niagara

Micaela Grant, Lord Mayor Betty Disero and Kartrina Boccia cut the ribbon on the new Mary Street business. (Hayley Gagnon)

Falls muralist and tattoo
artist Dan Kozina, whose
“Greetings from NOTL
mural sets the location for
the first stop on the selfie
tour.

Indeed, every single
aspect of the Mary Street
space has been used for
their vision. Boccia and
Grant point out that there
are 13 stops on the Selfie
Mode tour, 14 if you also in-
clude the bathroom, paint-
ed in a modern art style.

The two new business
owners lead the report-
er down the hallway, past
the floor-to-ceiling wall of
records, a graffiti wall and
a rough brick wall with a
pair of wings strategically
placed for maximum selfie
effect. Even a former coffee
nook in the hallway has
been designed to star in
photos.

The former offices now
house multiple movie stu-
dio-like sets. One includes
a clawfoot tub filled with
plastic balls, while anoth-
er has been modelled after
a teenage girls bedroom
from the 90s, complete
with posters of Britney
Spears and the Backstreet
Boys and old teen maga-
zines sourced from Otta-
wa. The latter would have
fit perfectly into the movie
Clueless.

Despite all the work that
obviously went into dec-
orating each of the stops
along the way, Boccia and
Grant say that much of
what is seen today at Selfie
Mode might not be there in
a couple of months.

“We are changing them
seasonally,” Grant says of
the backdrops. “Hallow-
een is coming in the fall,
so a lot of our themes will
reflect that. And we'll do
some things for Christmas

as well”

During  the  walk-
through it is clear that the
two St. Catharines-born
young women have the
enthusiasm and the ener-
gy to make the business a
success.

Their excitement for
describing each setting is
palpable. One can see how
their love for what they
have created will set the
atmosphere for a fun-filled
indoor selfie tour.

And they are always
thinking of ways to expand
their reach.

“We think this would
be a perfect addition to
wine tours down the road,”
Grant says. “Its great for
birthday parties, too. And
a lot of our sets are porta-
ble so we can take it on the
road”

“And with our design
and  marketing  back-
ground,” she continues,
“we also offer customizable
backgrounds. Wed also
like to offer our services to
different wineries, to create
sets reflective of their own
personal brands as well”

Boccia and Grant plan
to continue juggling their
jobs at Bricks & Barley
while operating  Selfie
Mode seven days a week,
from 11 a.m. until 9 p.m.
The studio is located at
376 Mary Street.

They offer half-hour and
one-hour sessions which
can be booked online via
their Facebook page. Vis-
itors are encouraged to
bring their own phones
and cameras, though they
do offer rental cameras or a
professional photographer
for those who request that
service.

You can find
them on Instagram at
@selfiemodeniagara.

Katrina Boccia and Micaela Grant demonstrate two of their selfie stations. (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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New neighbourhood celebrates multiculturalism

Penny Coles
The Local

With their subdivision of
The Vines growing, and out-
door COVID protocols be-
coming less restrictive, a group
of neighbours on the Paradise
Grove cul-de-sac decided it was
time to get to know each other.

Loraine and David Craig,
the first to have their house
construction completed,
moved onto the street two
years ago. They've been in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake for about 15
years, but as more houses were
finished and new neighbours
arrived, they learned it was an
eclectic group of people from
across the country, with differ-
ent ethnic backgrounds, most
of them new to the area.

There are the Craigs and
five others at the head of the
cul-de-sac, those who have
been on the street the longest,
and when the Craigs and oth-
er neighbours who arrived on
the street shortly after them
decided to hold an event to get
to know the newcomers, “sud-
denly I became in charge;” Lo-
raine laughs.

They first planned to do a
Diner en Blanc, similar to what
has been done in the town in
the past, but decided to relax
the rules a little.

Traditionally it would mean
everyone would be dressed in
white, with white table linens
and accessories, but they chose
to be a little more casual. How-
ever, like other such events,
each household would provide
and set up a table.

To make sure everyone
was comfortable with the level
of socializing, especially with
the pandemic, says Loraine,
she offered two alternatives:
neighbours could eat their
own food at their own table if
they wished, then mingle to
meet the others on their street,
or they could join a share and
greet table, with those who
chose to providing and intro-
ducing their favourite cultural
dish or drinks for neighbours
while they strolled and enjoyed
meeting and mingling.

“Most are double-vacci-
nated and we were outdoors,
so it seemed a safe way to get
together. We just wanted a plan
that would make everyone feel
safe and comfortable.

With so many people from
different cultures and different
parts of the world on such a
small street, Loraine decided to
go with a multicultural-themed
celebration, and suggested if
her neighbours were so in-
clined, they could include their
national flag, which several did.

Some chose to include a
Canadian flag as well, as did the
Craigs — natives of Scotland,
they had the red maple leaf and
a Scottish flag.

Loraine lists the nationali-
ties she can remember, which
included Canadian, Guyanese,
Italian, Indian, English, Jamai-
can, Scottish, German, Por-
tuguese, Ukrainian, and Gha-
naian. There may have been
others, she says, and likely will

be more in the future.

Some of the drinks and food
that were provided were Italian
tiramisu and the alcoholic drink
Prosecco; Indian Samosas and a
dessert of gulab jamun, Jamai-
can jerk pork; Scottish Sangria
— people got a kick out of the
concept of adding whisky to

wine and fruit, says Loraine —
with potato scones. Also shared
were Guyanese chicken and
rice hot pot, Canadian Caesar
cocktails, Ghanaian chicken
soup, English sausage rolls, and
Ukrainian perogies and sauer-
kraut.

It was so much fun, Loraine

says, after months of not being
able to get together, she expects
it to become an annual event.
This year, they had 35 people
attend, representing 15 houses.
There were 20 houses complet-
ed by the time of the dinner, but
not all residents had moved in.
By next summer, there should

be a total of 68 homes, she says.

She jokes that because she
took charge, some of her neigh-
bours were calling her EI Pres-
idente, “but next year, I'll pass
along the wooden spoon and
the title, and others can take
turns organizing it”

Although she didn’t know

all her neighbours very well,
she has discovered “theyre a
sociable group, and we had a
lot of fun. It was organized to
be held from 6 to 8 p.m.)” she
says, “and there were still some
out on the street at 1:30 a.m.
Quite a lot of people stayed out
until then”

Liz, Paul and Lino show off some of the food at the Paradise
Grove version of a Diner en Blanc gathering. Neighbours had
first-name only name tags, and Loraine Craig, organizer and
photographer, didn’t know all their last names.

Mario, Taheer, Paul, Nick, David and in front, Shivani at the Paradise Grove street dinner.

Loraine and David Craig display their Scottish heritage and Ca-
nadian flag, at their Diner en Blanc table.

Glen, Dianne, Judith and Blair offer a large selection of treats at their neighbourhood

gathering.

Debbie and Doris enjoy the opportunity to get to know their

neighbours better.

Dianne and Gary get into the spirit at their neighbourhood Diner en Blanc.

The Saturday neighbourly get-together drew 35 people from the new neighbourhood.
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Artistic director Atis Bankas plays the violin, accompanied by Erica Goodman playing the harp and Leslie Allt on flute. (Mike Balsom)

Monet-inspired garden venue for Paris Gonnection premiere

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Its a match made in
paradise.

The Monet-inspired
grand garden at Pillar
and Post provides the back-
drop for Music Niagara

Festival’s Paris Connection,
to premiere as the next
installment of the At Home
Series on the non-profit
organization’s website and
YouTube channel Thursday,
Sept. 2.

Music Niagaras found-
er and artistic director Atis

Bankas wishes Vintage Ho-
tels owner Jimmy Lai could
be here to experience it.

Lai, of course, is in Chi-
na, having been sentenced
to 14 months in prison af-
ter being found guilty in
mid-April of unauthorized
assembly. The conviction
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Grand Opening Party
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stems from the role his Ap-
ple Daily newspaper played
in pro-democracy efforts,
as well as from his partic-
ipation in organizing and
participating in  protests
last year.

“It was the vision of Mr.
Jimmy Lai] Bankas says,
explaining that Monet’s
Giverny garden, immortal-
ized in much of his art, was
less than an hour from Par-
is, the home of the French
Impressionists, whose work
was inspired by the artist.

“Immediately when I
was told (about the garden)
it struck a chord in me, and
I thought of some French
connection music,” Bankas
explains. “We are playing
music from French Im-
pressionists, like Ravel and
Debussy. We added Jacques
Ibert who, being a French-
man, wrote more in Spanish
musical colours”

The repertoire for the
show also includes the Suite
for Flute and Jazz Piano,
written by another French
composer Claude Bolling,
who passed away in Decem-
ber, 2020.

“It's a mixture of classi-
cal and jazz, Bankas says.
“It was originally written
for Jean-Pierre Rampal (a
French flautist who also
died last year). It all con-
nects with the gardens,
and its very inspiring to
film here”

Some familiar musi-
cians will be spotted in the
program. The flute jazz trio
includes pianist Michael
Berkovsky, who was also at
the piano a few years ago
when Music Niagara took
on Claude Bolllngs Violin
Suite. Bassist Bob Mills has
appeared numerous times

at the festival, and drummer
Lorne Grossmans associ-
ation with Music Niagara
goes back to the 1812 cele-
brations, when the Oakville
Symphony tympanist’s work
was front and centre for a
percussion heavy score.

On flute is Leslie Allt,
the principal flautist with
the National Ballet Orches-
tra. Allt is known as an avid
proponent of contemporary
music, and has also per-
formed or recorded with the
likes of Ray Charles, Sophie
Milman, David Amram,
Blue Rodeo and Diana Krall.

Bankas plays violin, ac-
companied by fellow Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake  resident
Erica Goodman, winner of a
Juno Award in 1995 and for-
mer member of the National
Arts Centre Orchestra. Ac-
claimed as one of the world’s
outstanding solo harpists,
Goodman is also a member
of Toronto's Art of Time En-
semble and plays regularly
for Shaw Festival.

“She needs no introduc-
tion,” Bankas says. “She is
one of the greatest harpists
in Canada, and internation-
ally. We are lucky to have
her”?

When asked about the
interplay between violin and
harp, Bankas has a difficult
time putting it into words.

“The ringing of the
harp’s strings,” Bankas says,
“it does affect you physi-
cally, not just emotionally.
You feel the wave coming
to you. I wish we could
have performed this to a
live audience, because there
you feel it even more, sit-
uated so much closer. It’s a
pleasure to perform with
Erica again”

The concert was record-

ed inside the new Event
Barn of the Pillar and Post
garden, and it surprised
many just how good the
acoustics were in the space.
It helped, of course, that
event sponsor Steinway pro-
vided one of their pianos
free of charge, requiring the
testival to pay only for ship-
ping it from Toronto.

“It's very alive, he en-
thuses about the barn.
“There is beautiful reso-
nance coming off the wood.
It gives me ideas about what
can be programmed here in
the future. I bet we are prob-
ably the first professional
musicians doing a concert
here. Its a beautiful ven-
ue for years to come and it
can accommodate a variety
of genres.”

For the video premiere
next week, exterior images
of the garden grounds, in-
cluding the stunning Pont
du Monet, will be inter-
spersed with the music the
artists original surround-
ings inspired.

Bankas is sure that there
will be many future Music
Niagara Festival concerts
held in the beautiful setting,
and he hopes that soon, Jim-
my Lai will have his freedom
returned so he can be back
in Niagara-on-the-Lake
to experience the result of
his vision.

“We have a wonderful
relationship with Vintage
Hotels,” says Bankas. I
hope he somehow gets the
video wherever he is. His
ideas and his dreams came
through”

Paris Connection debuts
on the Music Niagara Festi-
val website and its YouTube
channel on Thursday, Sept. 2
at4 p.m.
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Vlsually impaired woman achieves challenging goal

Penny Coles
The Local

Erica Blythe (Van de
Laar) has been visually im-
paired since she was five
years old, but she has nev-
er let it hold her back.

She has set goals for
herself since childhood,
including deciding to be
a lawyer when she was
just eight years old, and as
she graduated from high
school and began univer-
sity, she says, she knew
it would be a challenge
— law school is difficult
enough for those without
a disability.

But she was deter-
mined. She did her re-
search, and came to the
conclusion that while it
might be difficult, it was
possible — and she has
proved herself right.

To get to university —
and she did so with top
marks — she had to de-
velop good study habits.
She also learned to work
with accommodations
that could help her. And
now, at the age of 27, with
support from those closest
to her, she has begun her
dream career, having ac-
complished that goal she
set for herself almost two
decades ago.

“I was forced to de-
velop time management
and organization skills at
a young age,” says Blythe,
“and I further developed
those skills throughout my
academic career in under-
grad and law school. With
the added challenges that
my disability presented,
it was necessary for me to
be extremely disciplined
in order to succeed and
achieve my goals”

With professors of-
ten pointing to notes on a
board, which she couldn’t
see, she spent extra time
outside of the classroom
with tutors.

She also relied on soft-
ware that turns text into
audio, at first a very slow
process, but which be-
came faster for her as she
became comfortable with
it. And she used Zoom
text to magnify print by
five times on her 24-inch
computer screen.

She was able to use
those aids during exams,
and was given more time
to complete them, she says.

After finishing high
school, Blythe earned a full
academic scholarship at
Western University, grad-
uating from the business
program on the Dean’s Ac-
ademic Roll of Excellence
with an A average.

She accomplished that
while also volunteering as
a residence assistant.

During  her  sum-
mers at home in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, where her
family own Van de Laar
Orchards on the Niagara

River Parkway, she worked
at Inniskillin Winery, con-
ducting tours and pour-
ing tastings at the bar. She
made people aware of her
disability at the start, but
could conduct a tasting
from behind the bar some-
times without people real-
izing she can’t see.

Thats a quality that
doesn’t always work in her
favour. She has run into
situations where, because
of what she accomplishes,
people realize she’s visually
impaired, but not how dif-
ficult it is for her, she says.
Its also unfortunate that
because of how blind peo-
ple are portrayed on TV,
people think she’s not as
impaired as she is. “They
see me performing as well
as I do, and they think I'm
just being dramatic,”

Her vision allows her to
see shapes about two feet
in front of her - anything
more than that is blurry,
she says.

When she was little, her
younger brother Andrew
was diagnosed with a large
lesion on his brain, and
passed away at the age of
three. Doctors determined
he was suffering from
Leighs Syndrome, and
realized that was the
source of Ericas visual
difficulties. Her sight im-
pairment remains under
control, and she continues
to see a neuromuscular
surgeon regularly.

She has faced a lot of
negativity as she pursued
her goals, beginning when
she was a child and often
heard “she cant do this
or that, she shouldn't, she
won't,” from people who
believed she was trying
to accomplish something
out of her reach. She was
even told at one point that
if she made it through law
school, she would gradu-
ate in the bottom 10 per
cent of her class. But she
says about her disability,
“it’s not one size fits all”
And she wouldn't let those
comments hold her back
— they motivated her to
work harder, to show she
could do anything she
wanted to do if she put her
mind to it. And those who
mattered most, her family
and closest friends, were
always there to support
her, she says.

Her first year at law
school was at the Univer-
sity of Windsor, where she
finished in the top 10 per
cent of her class. She then
transferred to the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario,
where she graduated in the
top quartile.

Along the road, she
says, “there were definitely
challenges.”

Her rigorous study
schedule took up all her
time when she wasn't in
class, with “every minute
of every day planned out,

Erica Blythe (Van de Laar) has the certificates to prove her many accomplishments, despite her visual impairment. (Photos

supplied)

and there was “no time for
socializing. But that’s how
it has to be when you want
to achieve something”

She was called to the
bar in June, 2020, at the
peak of COVID, when no-
body was hiring, and law-
yers were being laid off.

After a short time with
another law firm outside
Niagara, she was recently
hired by Martin, Shep-
herd, Fraser in Niagara
Falls, and is specializing
in corporate and commer-
cial law, wills, estates and
real estate, and now living
back in Niagara, her hus-
band working for the fam-
ily farm.

She says she was forth-
right from the beginning
about her disability, and
what she would need to
do her work, basically the
same aids she has used
throughout school.

Both firms she has
worked with were very
good with the accom-
modations she required,
she says.

She tells clients who
come to her office that she
is visually impaired, but
everyone she’s met since
she started working for the

Niagara Falls law firm, in-
cluding clients, other law-
yers, clerks and staff, “have
all been awesome. I haven’t
faced the same challenges
that I have in the past”

Although she’s at the
beginning stages of her
career, and loving her new
job, she is still setting long-
term goals for herself. She
hopes to one day become
a partner, and after that,
achieve another goal she’s
had since she was a kid
and watching Judge Judy.

“Id love to be a judge,
and advocate for the law”

Erica learned when she
was young, living with a
disease that could be fatal,
to make each day count.

And along the way, her
drive and determination
have only strengthened.
To others facing life chal-
lenges, she says, “don’t be
afraid to try”

She quotes Wayne
Gretzky, who said, “you
miss 100 per cent of the
shots you never take”

“If you genuinely try,
and fail, that is fine,” says
Erica, “but if you fail to
try, you will never succeed.
Don't let anyone else write
your story””

Lawyer Erica Blythe (Van de Laar) at her desk at Martin,
Shepherd, Fraser in Niagara Falls.
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Friends of St. Davids celebrate end of lockdowns

Greg Walker
Special to The Local

In the spring of 2021,
when the COVID-19 vac-
cination program was fi-
nally gathering momen-
tum, the leadership of
the Friends of St. Davids
(FOSD) decided that it
was time to plan a reopen-
ing celebration, after over
a year of lockdown.

During the pandem-
ic, we had learned to stay
away from each other.
Even Christmas was a vir-
tual celebration. Now, with
family and friends being
vaccinated, it was time to
start the healing process.

Just a few months lat-
er, with the Delta vari-
ant lurking dangerously
around us, FOSD’s 2021
celebration will be in two
parts: a golf tournament at
Eagle Valley Golf Course,
followed by a picnic, both
carefully planned to keep
our friends safe.

This Thursday, the St.
Davids Lions Club is mak-
ing its pavilion available to
the FOSD so members can
get reacquainted safely at
the picnic, with a barbecue
generously provided by
Kent Heritage Farms and
music by professional mu-
sician Dave Rusch.

FOSD has lots to cel-
ebrate. It was founded in
2018 by Dorothy and Greg
Walker, who recognized
that rapidly growing St.
Davids needed a social
group to help residents,

new and lifelong, to get to
know each other. By Jan-
uary 2020, the organiza-
tion had held four events
— two at Christmas and
two in the summer — and
started five special interest
groups: wine-tasting, eu-
chre, a luncheon group, a
pub night, and mahjong.
Then the pandemic hit
us, and it all had to pause.
However, when public
health regulations allowed,
FOSD started two outdoor
activities: yoga lessons and
a walking group.

In May, Susan Pearson
offered to start a garden
group that, with help and
encouragement from the
NOTL parks and recre-
ation department, would
adopt the pollinator gar-
den and lavender garden,
both located at the four
corners intersection. The
group now has nine active
gardeners, all caring for
these beautiful areas at the
centre of the village.

Then Lili Revas-Kved-
erys came up with anoth-
er community-building
project. Her vision is to
have Little Free Librar-
ies located throughout
St. Davids, all designed
to reflect the rich history
of the village. Lili recruit-
ed master model builder
Leslie Mann, who has
built the first library,
which will be unveiled at
the picnic. Dorothy Walk-
er provided the story of
the heritage property that
this first unit represents,

YoealinPPENINGS

FISH FRY

Thursday, August 26th

TAKEOUT & DINE IN

4-7p.m.

CASH ONLY

and the library will soon
be installed at the Tanbark
Park pavilion.

Historically, St. Davids

was a proud and thriving
independent village until,
starting in the 1960s, it was
bypassed and overlooked.

Now;, as a proud communi-
ty of Niagara-on-the-Lake
it is rebounding with new
growth, new businesses,

and new energy. On Aug.
26, the Friends of St. Da-
vids will celebrate this
wonderful comeback!

This summer, with safe gathering outdoors permitted, members of a FOSD group worked on a pollinator garden near the four
corners intersection. (Photos supplied)

One of the activities started by the Friends of St. Davids was

regular mahjong games.

1 piece $10
2 piece $13

with fries
and coleslaw

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 124 | 410 King St.,

905-468-2353 | legion124@gmail.com

Members of the Friends of St. Davids enjoyed meals out at local restaurants in 2019 before COVID hit, including the NOTL Golf
Club and the Sandtrap Pub & Girill, and plan to do more socializing as it's safe.

ST. DAVIDS LIONS
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PAINTING SERVICES SINGERS WANTED HELP WANTED FOR SALE

DO YOU

LOVE TO
SING?

Join the QUEENSTON
WOMEN’S CHORUS this fall!

Contact Lisa Brillon at
queenstonwomenschorus@gmail.com for more info

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU

Across: 47 Frequently, poetically 9 Those north of the 49th

1 Raises 48 Mailed 10 Curves

4 1G 49 Specialty food store 11 Police officer’s patrol route
8 Strikebreaker 51 Contemptuous 13 Snow carriage

12 Siestas exclamation 18 Wrestling maneuvers

14 Egg layers 52 Mantle 26 Enter stealthily

15 Father of a leveret 56 State of constant change 28 Provide new equipment
16 Superstar 58 Lily Munster actress 29 Long feathery scarf

17 Wanes Yvonne De --- 31 Get lost!

19 Old Peruvian native 60 Not his 32 Minor chessman

20 Aligned 61 Captain Jack Sparrow actor 33 Smile

21 Open 62 Online missives 34 Federal farming regulator
22 Enormous 63 Senses of self-importance 35 Confront

23 Abominable snowman 64 Wild about 36 Channel revived as

24 Scrutinize 65 Look after Heartland

25 Study 66 Seedy joint 40 --- King Cole

27 Mardi --- 67 Talks lovingly 45 Engraved with acid

29 Evil 68 Singles 48 Salty

30 Eg. AOL 69 Could be bobby, red or 50 Montreal ---, now the

33 Four pecks white Washington Nationals

36 Secret Chinese society 51 Gray matter

37 Bingol! Down: 53 Breastplate of Zeus or

38 Time in Boston 1 One Athena o

39 Merchant ship’s capacity ~ 2 Army chaplain 54 Brlgham Young University

41 Immediately 3 Gush forth city

42 Dentists’ grp. 4 Presidential workplace 55 Antique 8Ut‘0 .

43 “Death - Expert Witness” 5 Chucks 56 Depos.ltors prqteotlve arp.
(P D James) 6 Outbreak 57 Longtime “Tonight Show”

44 |s adjacent to 7 Junkie host Jay

46 Homo sapiens 8 Destructive Hindu deity 59 Rounds

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS
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GLENLAKE
VINEYARDS

requires Seasonal Farm
Workers for work in
vineyards and orchards
in rural Niagara-on-the-
Lake. Full Time March to
October 2022, (approx.
50hr/week). Work is
outdoors in varied
weather conditions,
and physical in nature.
Jobs include pruning,
tying, weeding, thinning,
tucking, suckering and
harvesting. Prevailing
minimum wage rate
applies: $14.39/hr.
No experience or
education required.
Fax resume to:
905-935-6704 or
email to: office@
glenlakevineyards.com

SUDOKO SOLUTION

Sudoku solution from
August 18, 2021

PLEASE

él% RE'|(':|-|Y|(3:LE

NEWSPAPER

2007 JAGUAR S TYPE *** LOW KMS ***
This car is in mint condition, newer tires; body is perfect,

all maintenance done by Jaguar specialist with genuine Jaguar

parts. Krown rust control and undercoating done yearly, this
car has never seen snow, is stored from October to May.
Only 157,000 km, | have owned this car since 2012 and
purchased it from the original owner.
$9,300 certified. Text serious enquiries
to 905-651-6218.

Car is currently

in our garage in

Niagara-on-the-
Lake and may
be viewed by

appointment.

YES! 1989 MERCEDES SL

e Last year
 \ery rare
* One owner
* Amazing

Call Patrick @ 905 330 5983

NOTICE

Sell your unwanted items
or advertise your garage sale
in our

CLASSIFIEDS

To |:;Ice your classified ad, contact Karen:
classifieds@notllocal.com
Deadline: Mondays at 3 p.m.
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NOTL Tennis Club completes women’s doubles

Local Staff A division finalists:
Kathy Goodin and
Kendra Osa
The NOTI Tennis CLub

held its second annual B division champions:

men’s and ladies doubles = Amanda Thackray and

tournament over four days Sarah Barnes

last week, with the finals

being played on Saturday B division finalists:

and Sunday. Sunni Cao and
After missing a year of Christy Pennington

tournament play due to

COVID-19 restrictions, A consolation champions:

everyone looked for- Anne Robinson and

ward to some competitive Shirley Rednall

action on the courts,

with lots of hard-fought A consolation finalists:

battles and great points = Mary Lou Turner and Fran Doran, Sonja Schindeler, Kendra Osa and Kathy Sarah Barnes, Amanda Thackray, Sunni Cao and
along the way, all enjoyed Dorothy Booth Goodin. (Photos by Marilyn Francis) Christy Pennington.
by the enthusiastic specta-
tors. B consolation champions:
Results of the women’s Trish Spagnoll and
doubles tournament are: Nancy Marchese
A division champions: B consolation finalists:
Fran Doran and Natalie Early and
Sonja Schindeler Coral MacKenzie
Amanda Thackray Christy Pennington
Zeny Umoquit
Kendra Osa Danna McDonough

Beautiful day for racing

Sunday morning was race day for the NOTL Sailing Club, with some of its members taking advantage of the weather
and racing to Port Weller. (Photo supplied)

Sunni Cao
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