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Radiant Care chief executive officer Tim Siemens, left, Pleasant Manor senior administrator Fola Akano, Lord Mayor Gary
Zalepa, Niagara Region Chair Jim Bradley, Ontario Minister of Long-Term Care Stan Cho, Pleasant Manor resident Bill Dick,
and board president Glen Unruh at a groundbreaking ceremony for a new 160-bed facility. (Kris Dube)

No date

Upper Canada Lodge in
Niagara-on-the-Lake will close
when a new 160-bed long-term
care home in Fort Erie is com-
pleted — some time in 2024,
says Henri Koning, Niagara Re-
gion's director of senior services.

The region is in the process
of two long-term care redevel-
opment projects, Linhaven in
St. Catharines and Gilmore
Lodge in Fort Erie, which is
being built at the site of the for-
mer County Fair Mall.

Linhavens new facility, a
$105-million project, will be-
come home for 256 residents.

The cost to build the new
Gilmore Lodge home in Fort
Erie is $85 million.

Completion of both new
facilities is approaching, but
Koning didnt offer an exact

yet for
Upper Canada
Lodge closure

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

date in a statement provided
to The Local on Tuesday, al-
though she indicated it would
be sometime next year.

“As both projects move into
the final phase of construc-
tion, 2024 anticipated building
completion dates and resident
move-in days will be deter-
mined in collaboration with the
construction teams in the next
month or two;” said Koning.

Upper Canada Lodge, an
80-bed facility, was initially slat-
ed to close in 2022, but provin-
cial funding coming through
for the other builds was a cause
for that delay, according to
Niagara-on-the-Lake ~ Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa.

“Those funding commit-
ments weren't received until later,
and that kind of dragged every-
thing back;” he told The Local.

Koningsaid 21 per cent of the
residents at Upper Canada Lodge

Continued on page 3

Groundbreaking held for Pleasant Manor expansion

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Its been many years
since a major expansion at
Pleasant Manor in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, a campus of
care for seniors that has been
in operation since the late
1990s, was first envisioned.

So on Friday afternoon, a
steady rain couldnt dampen
the celebration when ground
was officially broken for a

new long-term care facility to
accommodate 160 residents
that is expected to open its
doors in late 2025.

After several speeches
from local dignitaries, Radi-
ant Care chief executive of-
ficer Tim Siemens told The
Local that the project has
been an “evolving story” for
25 years, and that the new
building, to be constructed
behind the current 41-bed
site on a former peach or-
chard, will serve “today’s and
future needs for seniors.”

He also said the current
facility will be put to good
use.

“Well find a purpose for
that to meet the demands
of the senior population in
Niagara-on-the-Lake;” he said.

Siemens said the cost
of the project will be “just
north” of $40 million, funded
by the province, community
support and equity Radiant
Care already has in place.

In his prepared speech to
about 200 people in atten-
dance, Pleasant Manor board

president Glen Unruh pro-
vided a timeline of how the
project has progressed in re-
cent years.

In 2016, the provincial
government approved the
site being redeveloped, and
two years later, awarded the
facility 81 new licences for
residents requiring long-
term care. An additional 41
spaces were added in 2020.

“It's been a long journey
and with this sod-turning,
we enter the shortest part of
the journey — construction,’

said Unruh.

Lord Mayor Gary Za-
lepa said Pleasant Manor
is an important part of the
town, and has played a vital
role in allowing local seniors
to “remain in the community
they love so much”

He told Minister of Long-
Term Care Stan Cho, who
also participated in Friday’s
event, that he looks forward
to more announcements
from the province that
will benefit local seniors’ abil-
ity to age in place.

“TheresnodoubtNiagara-
on-the-Lake has one of the
largest segments of an aging
demographic in the province
of Ontario;” said Zalepa.

Cho said projects like
this one are important, as the
government makes sure it
“takes care of those who took
care of us”

The work being done
at Pleasant Manor is one
of 67 long-term care home
projects “fast-tracked” by the

Continued on page 3
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Councnlors discuss town, region sharing resources

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

After Niagara Region
and the Town of Niagara-
on-the-Lake agreed last
month to begin sharing
resources related to plan-
ning responsibilities, Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa says a
“vast opportunity” remains
for lower-tier governments
in Niagara to find other
forms of shared services
that could be beneficial.

In a report brought
to Tuesdays committee-
of-the-whole meeting,
Niagara-on-the-Lake
chief administrative offi-
cer Marnie Cluckie sum-
marized work already
underway as a joint effort

between the heads of staff ie

across Niagaras munici-
palities.

Although local CAOs
have implemented shared
services in many areas and
continue to pursue shared
services opportunities,
“the need for more con-
certed attention to address
these opportunities is cru-
cial,” Cluckie said.

Recently, the town and
region agreed that NOTL
will have access to re-
gional expertise the town
currently doesn't have, as

well as access to additional
planners when work is pil-
ing up.

This is a result of the
approval of Bill 23, cre-
ating significant changes
to the Planning Act, with
specific impacts involving
the removal of upper-tier
planning responsibilities.
It will take effect early next
year.

Asked by Coun. Gary
Burroughs if elected offi-
cials are expected to weigh
in with suggestions on
other areas where shared
services could be a fit,
Cluckie said ideas are wel-
comed.

“Certainly, we look to
our councils for any in-
put they have in terms
of where youd like to see
resources put,” said Cluck-
“If you have feedback,
were more than happy to
take that away”

Zalepa said its vital
that municipal councils,
including NOTLs, play a
role in ongoing steps be-
ing taken across the re-
gion for shared services.

“It is incumbent on
elected people to con-
tinue to push for this to
modernize  government
to allow us to be more re-
sponsible with taxpayer
resources,” he said, adding
that if proven to be effec-

tive, it may cause the prov-
ince to “think twice about
amalgamation,” a path the
lord mayor has already
shared concerns about
publicly.

Zalepa said during the
committee meeting that
he believes it's important
that “local government
makes local decisions.”

Niagaras CAOs meet
regularly and “continue
looking for ways to deliv-
er services more efficient-
ly and effectively, said
Cluckie.

Also attached to the
committee agenda was a
report from the region,
done in collaboration with
the head administrators of
Niagaras municipalities,
listing successes achieved
as well as potential areas of
focus where opportunities
could exist to find efficien-
cies, savings, or service de-
livery improvements.

In that report, it says
shared services, varying
in scope, complexity, fi-
nancial and operational
savings, have already been
taken place, including
shared fire service pilot
projects, mergers of li-
braries, amalgamation of
transit and coordination
of animal control services.

Last year, regional
council approved sharing

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa sees other opportunities to share resources with the region, saving
costs and hopefully staving off amalgamation. (Penny Coles)

its financial management
system with the City of
St. Catharines, complete
with an implementation
work plan, project agree-
ment, and a shared ser-
vice agreement, so that
the region would become
St. Catharines’ financial
management software and
support provider. It is ex-
pected to launch in 2024,
the report says.

In  October 2021,
Grimsby and Lincoln be-
gan a shared fire service

pilot, establishing Niagara
West Fire and Emergency
Services to serve the two
neighbouring communi-
ties.

Lincoln and Pelham
successfully merged their
library systems in 2022.

Building upon “initial
successes with collective
purchasing and reciprocal
borrowing agreements,’
the municipalities now
share services, programs
and staff, says the report.

Coun. SandraO’Connor

Fall allergies can affect your eyes too! ltchy,
watery eyes can be a seasonal nuisance. If
you're experiencing discomfort, schedule an
appointment with us to discuss allergy relief
options tailored to your needs.

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY
— Sight for Life —

Care for all ages, infants to adults

358 Mary St., Unit 7, NOTL |
8 Secord Dr., St. Catharines |

www.theeyedoc.ca

905.468.8002
905.682.9119

said Niagara-on-the-Lake
council should “proceed
with some caution” when
taking steps to implement
shared services.

She used the St. Davids
roundabout as an example
— a regional project the
majority of the local coun-
cil has said it does not sup-
port.

“I don’t think they’re
taking into consideration
what the council is say-
ing,” said O’Connor.

Zalepa said people
shouldnt “be afraid of
shared services” and that
it doesn’t involve direction
being handed from the re-
gion to towns and cities.

It should be seen, he
said, as “local, elected peo-
ple making local decisions
using resources that are
perhaps shared.”

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009
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ﬁew long-term care home will accommodate 160 residents

Continued from page 1

government, says a news re-
lease from the ministry.

The new  building
will provide 119 new and

41 upgraded spaces for res-
idents, and will feature de-
sign improvements, includ-
ing larger resident common
areas and air conditioning
throughout the home.

Its design is centred on

five resident home areas, each
of which creates a more in-
timate and familiar living
space for up to 32 residents,
with dining and activity ar-
eas, lounges and bedrooms,
says the news release from

the province.

The home will employ
more than 200 people.

As of September 2023,
more than 43,000 people
were on a waitlist to access a
long-term care bed in Ontar-

io. The median wait time is
118 days for applicants to be
placed in long-term care, says
the province’s news release.
Radiant Care, a not-for-
profit organization, also op-
erates Tabor Manor in St.

Catharines.

Several members of Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake  council
attended the event Friday, as
did Niagara Region chair Jim
Bradley and Niagara Falls
MPP Wayne Gates.

Regional chair Jim Bradley speaking at the ground-turning for Pleasant Manor, with Lord
Mayor Gary Zalepa. (Photos by Kris Dube)

Region waiting for completion of Gilmore Lodge in Fort Erie

Continued from page 1

are from Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Last week, an official
groundbreaking was held at
the site of a new long-term care
site in Niagara-on-the-Lake at
Radiant Care’s Pleasant Manor,
a facility that will be the home
of 160 seniors.

Not a regional home but
one operated by a non-profit or-
ganization, Zalepa said its con-

struction is still part of the big
picture when it comes to a need
for housing for seniors in town
— especially with the pending
closure of Upper Canada Lodge.
“That’s exactly how the re-
gion looked at it when planning
it out a few years ago,” he said.
He said the new Pleasant
Manor project, planned to be
ready in 2025, creates a “bal-
ance” with the region’s plans.
Koning said families and

residents at Upper Canada
Lodge have been working to-
gether with Home and Com-
munity Care to “select the
long-term care home that they
would like to move to”

Upper Canada Lodge is
still accepting residents into the
home, said Koning.

Parks Canada owns the prop-
erty Upper Canada Lodge sits on,
but leases it to Niagara Region.

Zalepa said it is hoped by all

Pleasant Manor board president Glen Unruh and Radiant Care CEO Tim Siemens.

involved parties that the build-
ing will still have a purpose
when it is no longer a long-
term care home.

Requests for  propos-
als have been received for fu-
ture uses.

“My understanding is that
process just closed last week
— so there will be something
eventually, once staft evaluates
the RFPs;” said Zalepa.

In 2019, Koning said a re-

development of Upper Canada
Lodge to bring it up to provin-
cial standards was not feasible.

Zalepa said this week that
thereisaneedforlong-term care
accommodation in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, and on behalf of
the town, said he encourag-
es investors to explore more
projects that could allow local
seniors to age in place.

“I think the market will re-
ceive it well,” he said.

The region’s redevelopment
plans were announced in 2017
during a media event at the site
of the new Gilmore Lodge in
Fort Erie.

As of September 2023, more
than 43,000 people were on a wait-
list to access a long-term care bed
in Ontario. The median wait time
is 118 days for applicants to be
placed in long-term care, the On-
tario government said in a recent
news release.
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Indoor pool advocate urges parents to take town survey

Penny Coles
The Local

With the town working
toward more programming
for families and children,
there are surveys online and
an open house coming up
to allow for a better under-
standing of what young peo-
ple and their parents would
most like to see.

Dawn Mclsaac, part of
a group hoping to convince
the town it’s time to include
an indoor pool in future
plans for recreational pro-
gramming, is afraid many of
those residents the surveys
and open house are targeting

are not aware of the opportu-
nity to share their opinions.
With the surveys only
available until Nov. 6, and
the open house on Oct. 30
beginning at 4 p.m., “I'm not
sure that’s enough,” she says.
Mclsaac spoke to parks
and recreation director Kev-
in Turcotte and director of
operations Rome D’Angelo
recently about the indoor
pool, and was told the town’s
parks and recreation mas-
ter plan will be presented to
council in January, which is
why the surveys and open
house are aimed at gather-
ing information as to what
families and kids would

like to see in the way of pro-
gramming,

She was assured there
would be more surveys to
follow, for all residents to
offer their opinions as well.
McIsaac also made her fears
known to Turcotte last week
about the difficulty finding
the surveys and the informa-
tion about the open house
online, even for those look-
ing for it, and feels since then
it has been made more ac-
cessible — those looking for
it only need go to the town’s
home page to find youth and
family programming, and in-
formation about the surveys
and open house.

Garron Wells, Pam Lillos, Dawn Mclsaac and Sheila Serio talk about their group’s ideas and
motivation for an indoor pool. (File photo)

She was also assured the
town would be advertising
the open house and surveys
in the local newspapers.

She feels the town is mis-
taken in thinking its Face-
book page is sufficient for
advertising. Young parents
no longer frequent Facebook,
she says — they've moved on
to other social media plat-
forms, primarily TikTok.

“I follow the town page
on Facebook, but I don't
think young parents do””

The survey for parents
and guardians asks respon-
dents to list the top three
recreational programs they
would like the town to offer
families. “We are hoping to
get them to firstly go on-
line and do the survey, and
second ask them to make
swimming year round one
of their priorities, says
Mclsaac.

Members of the indoor
pool advocates have pro-
duced a newsletter and a
petition, and are asking the
schools if the newsletter can
be distributed to parents, but
have discovered “the schools
need board approval, and it's
not that easy to get in front
of the board”

She was able to leave
copies of the newsletter and
the petitions the group is
distributing to be signed at
St. Michael Catholic School

and at Royal Oak Commu-
nity School.

“I feel we have parents
support,” she says. “We are
just hoping theyll do the
survey.

She also wants to talk to
council, but is waiting until
January when councillors
have the information in the
master plan in front of them.

She learned during her
conversation with Turcotte
that an indoor pool would
not be “a standalone amen-
ity and also that “the com-
munity centre, even though
it was built in 2011, has al-
ready been outgrown. Why
not get something done that
puts the two together?”

Other smaller commu-
nities that have built indoor
pools in recent years have
made them part of large
centres that offer other facil-
ities as well, she added.

Discussions have taken
place in the past about cap-
ital and operating costs of an
indoor pool being too steep
for a small town like Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake, but other
Ontario towns with similar
or smaller populations have
been successful in building
an indoor pool and paying
for its operation, she points
out.

Mclsaac doesn't have
a cost estimate without
knowing what an indoor

pool in town would look
like — it could be anything
from  Olympic-sized to
three lanes, she says — and
any decisions about its size
or design would have to be
made by the town.

Turcotte told her he isn't
sure there is room on the
community centre property
to add an indoor pool, but it
would have to be on land the
town now owns.

“We don't care where it
is geographically, Mclsaac
says, but adds that it should
be somewhere that is acces-
sible to families and chil-
dren, and that offers swim-
ming lessons and lifeguard
and instructor training so
local kids can eventually fill
those jobs. “It’s not just for us
doing our aquafit classes and
swimming laps,” she says.
“We could also have aquatic
events, maybe competitions,
synchronized ~ swimming,
and partner with the school
boards to use it for classes as
part of their curriculum?”

To help the town gauge
interest in such a project,
Mclsaac is encouraging
parents of families to visit
notl.com/recreation-events/
programs-activities before
the two surveys close Nov.
6, and also to attend the
open house at the commu-
nity centre Monday, Oct. 30,
from 4:30 to 6:00 p.m.

2 Thorndale Ave., St. Catharines | $719,000 § 328 Niagara Bivd., NOTL | $2,149,000 | 1621 Concession 6 Rd, NOTL | $2,499,000 § 1213 Concession 6 Rd, NOTL | $1,850,000
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Liam said he would die for his dog; tragically, he did

Barbara Worthy

Liam  Neumann: Son.
Dog lover. Adventurer. Game
changer. Born Feb. 17, 1989, in
St. Catharines, Ont.; died June
25, 2023, by drowning aged
34. Published as a Lives Lived
column in the Globe and Mail,
and in The Local, with permis-
sion from the Globe.

Liam grew up in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, Ont., sur-
rounded by water, theatre,
streets with no sidewalks,
and where hockey was
played outside all year round.
He loved all things active —
hockey, basketball, lacrosse,
snowboarding; but he was
also a devotee of David At-
tenborough, poetry, classical
music and Queen.

A child of separated par-
ents since he was 3, he could
walk between our homes in
under half an hour. An inde-
pendent traveller even then,
finding his way home would
often take him far longer
than his playmates.

Liam grew into a citizen
of the world. He had multi-
ple trips to Europe as a child
and after high school, he
spent a gap year traversing
Asia. When he returned, he
studied at the Universities of
Guelph and Waterloo. After
graduating from Waterloo
with his Master of Develop-
ment Practice in 2016, he be-
gan his work in international
Development with UNAC
(United Nations Association
in Canada) and joined the
African Development Bank
in Abidjan, Cote dlIvoire,
as part of its Young Profes-
sional Program. His career
took him to four continents,
specializing in humanitarian
affairs, gender equality, food
security and sustainable so-
cioeconomic development.

Liam was a rule breaker
— especially when there was
no obvious reason for a rule
to exist. But significantly, he
was making a huge differ-
ence by breaking rules that
were set up to disadvantage
women and children around
the developing world. And
he was succeeding.

After university, Liam de-

Liam Neumann with Brody, his mother Barbara Worthy and her dog Louie. (Supplied)

veloped celiac disease. While
it was often debilitating and
certainly changed his social
life, it made him an expert
in nutrition. It also height-
ened his wit as he became
preoccupied with bathrooms
and the most minute of food
ingredients. Recurring ma-
laria, after working in West
Africa for nearly three years,
was another huge challenge
to his physical and mental
health. But he went from the
dark to the light, brilliantly.

He would routinely re-
cite his favourite poems
off by heart, from Shelley,
Wordsworth, Pope or Shake-
speare, to anyone who cared
to listen, with a doobie in one
hand and a cider in the other.

His travels with his be-
loved dog, Brody, a feisty,
tough little Morkie, were
legendary. Brody became as
well known in Cote d’Ivoire
as he was on the streets of
Toronto.

Liam always said he
would die for his dog and
tragically he did. One Sun-
day afternoon, he took Brody

out on his dinghy on Twelve
Mile Creek in St. Catharines.
Liam was unfamiliar with
the dangers of this dammed
inland waterway, regulated
by Ontario Power Genera-
tion, where calm waters can
change quickly, without no-
tice, producing dangerous
undertows and currents.
Liam was attempting to get
himself and his dog to the
shore. Brody survived, Liam
did not.

I learned so much from
my son, about myself, about
the challenges of uncondi-
tional parenting, and how
to nurture a mother-son re-
lationship that allowed us to
become each others cham-
pion and confidante. But it
wasn't always easy. And our
passionate red-headed argu-
ments were legendary.

He could be annoy-
ing - using our kitchen as a
gymnasium, showing off ac-
robatic feats on the counter,
juggling foot-long knives,
and getting a kick out of hid-
ing and scaring me when I
walked into any room. And

ERICA A. BLYTHE
(VAN DE LAAR)

Wills & Estates, Real Estate
and Corporate & Commercial

email: eblythe@msflawyers.com
phone: 905.354.1585

indulging Brody’s habit of
drinking water from the
bathtub tap was a little ex-
treme. However, he did fly
me over to Africa first-class
when I took Brody to him
but, notably, he sent me
home in economy.
Everything about Liam

was loud, busy, smart, rich
and funny. He routinely
changed my world. When I
think of Liam, I think of all
that history. All those stories.
All those adventures. And all
that laughter.

He once told me that
for his end-of-life event, he

wanted to be in a glass coffin
and sent to the stars. Later
this year he will find him-
self in a firework, in a rocket,
fired up to the stars.

Because he was my ulti-
mate superstar.

Barbara Worthy is Liam
Neumann’s mother.
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NDP creates its own program to get homes built

Wayne Gates, MPP

for Niagara Falls,
Fort Erie and NOTL

As your Member of Pro-
vincial Parliament for Niagara-
on-the-Lake, addressing the
housing crisis remains one of
my top priorities. Its no secret
that the people of Niagara and
across the Province of Ontar-
io are dealing with a historic
affordability crisis, and that in-
cludes the cost of housing.

Too many young people
in our community feel they
can never achieve the dream
of home ownership. Too many
seniors are dealing with rising
rents and mortgage rates while
on a fixed income. We have a
waitlist for affordable housing
in Niagara that runs de-
cades-long.

The provincial government,
under Premier Doug Ford,
promised to address the hous-
ing crisis by building 1.5 million
homes over the next 10 years.

But their plan was flawed from
the start. They believed that we
needed to open our Greenbelt
to accomplish this task — even
though the provinces own
housing affordability task force
said a shortage of land wasn't
the issue.

By trying to open up the
Greenbelt, the Premier put the
protection of our farmland, ag-
ricultural and viticulture indus-
tries, and our local biodiversity,
in jeopardy — alongside the
livelihoods of everyone whose
paycheque depends on those
lands, from our grape growers
to people working in tourism.

And now we know the pro-
cess was tainted from the begin-
ning. Although the Premier has
withdrawn his plans to develop
the Greenbelt, the RCMP has
now opened a criminal investi-
gation into the matter.

I believe the RCMP will
conduct a fair and thorough
investigation — but the bottom
line is, we have now wasted over
a year’s worth of precious time
and energy that should have
been dedicated to fixing the
problems we face.

And I believe it's not enough
to stand on the sidelines and cri-

tique — we need a bold strategy
to build more housing while
keeping what makes Niagara so
unique intact.

Thats why I was so proud
last week to announce the cre-
ation of Homes Ontario — our
plan to fund and build at least
250,000 new affordable homes
across the province.

These homes will be built
over 10 years, and will be both
constructed and operated by
public, non-profit or co-op
housing providers.

This is a part of our broader
strategy, from ensuring we have
real rent control, to building the
homes we need, to address the
housing crisis, and make sure
everyone in Ontario has a place
to call home.

Now; I want to be clear —
we know Niagara-on-the-Lake
is a unique community. There’s
so much thats special about
this town — from its important
place in our countrys history,
to our tourism and wine indus-
tries, to the small businesses that
have been a part of our commu-
nity for generations. This com-
munity and its heritage need to
be protected, full stop.

That means that any new de-

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

In Lost in Austen (BritBox
2008), an ardent Austen fan
swaps places with Pride and
Prejudice’s  Elizabeth Bennet.

She finds herself living life in
early 19th-century England with
fictional characters she knows,
understands and indeed, loves
deeply. A beloved classic receives
amodern twist.

Donald Combe is a retired

English teacher who loves to go
to the movies. Until he resumes
going to theatres, he has gracious-
ly agreed to share his opinions,
through “short and sweet” exclu-
sives of Netflix series and movies
for The Local.

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE
For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:

905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS
ACCESS
(Toll Free)

1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER’S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth

416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868
(Crisis Line)
kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m. to 2 p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St., NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'’S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:

#SAFE (#7233)

1-866-863-0511

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS

1-800-222-8477

(TIPS)
niagaratips.com

Text 274637 (CRIMES),

keyword: Niagara,
then your tip

velopments need the input and
approval of the community, local
government, and all residents —
and we must be careful to ensure
that, while we need housing de-
velopment, it must respect the
character of our town.

This means we need a voice
who can be an effective partner
of the local community and the
town government. I am proud
of my record working with
all levels of government to get
good things done, regardless of

party affiliation. I was elected to
work for the people of Niagara-
on-the-Lake, and making sure
your voices are heard is always
my top priority.

Whether it has been getting
shovels in the ground for the
new South Niagara hospital,
getting the funding needed for
Niagara Nutrition Partners, or
working with the lord mayor
and town councillors to get a
nurse practitioner back in the
town, I have a record of work-

ing with everyone and anyone
to accomplish big projects for
Niagara.

Working  together, with
proper input, planning and
funding, we can address our
housing crisis, make sure young
people feel they have a future
in our town and community,
protect seniors and ensure ev-
ery Ontarian has a place to call
home, while protecting and pre-
serving what makes Niagara-
on-the-Lake so special.

Grate-fall for these autumn days

Fall colours and Halloween displays captured along Queen Street, at the Sunset Girill
(above), and the Shaw Cafe, by Local photographer David Gilchrist.
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Where’s
Ben?

Eden student Ben Fos-
ter continues to discover
new locations in NOTL,
wondering how familiar
others may be with them.
If you know where this
photo was taken, email
penny@notllocal.com.
We received several cor-
rect answers regarding
last week’s photo. Margie
Enns was the first to tell
us Ben was at Bethany
Mennonite Church.
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The opinions expressed in submitted commentary, and letters to the editor,
are those of the contributors and not necessarily those of The NOTL Local.

I would like to applaud
Penny Coles, for what I believe
to be her support of Israel. At
this critical time we should be
seeing more of the media com-
ing out in full support of Israel

and the annihilation of Hamas.

However, I would quarrel
with her opening statement
that, “no good comes of hate”
At times, “hate” is a moral
good. At times justice requires

= %pead ETTERS Citizen

So, it seems Rainer Hum-
mel has now been interviewed
in the most recent edition of
The Local to “explain why he
and other developers push and
exceed the envelope of what
the town zoning bylaw and the
Official Plan allow, rather than
work within it. And why they
usually get what they want?”

And then both NOTL pa-
pers run columns this week on
the issues of public meetings
and the challenges faced by
planning staff and council in
the face of short time frames
imposed by the Province in Bill
109, the More Homes for Every-
one Act and Bill 23, the More
Homes Built Fast Act, 2022.

My first observation is that
both of these acts stress the

building of homes, not hotels,
and given the province has this
emphasis, perhaps the tribunal
will be less helpful to the de-
veloper if the town judiciously
considers these hotel applica-
tions and makes a timely deci-
sion based on staff recommen-
dations, community input and
common sense.

I would like to agree with
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepas ob-
servation that NOTL has “the
fortunate advantage that peo-
ple want to invest here,” mean-
ing there are lots of developers
wanting to build in NOTL.
However, I would suggest his
comment that “the alternative is
no investment” is simply wrong.

To my mind the “alterna-
tive” is for the lord mayor and

COMMENT

“hatred” Justice requires that
you hate your enemies, not love
them. It is an injustice to, “love”
your enemies. To hate your en-
emy — those who would do
you harm — is a moral act of

involvement in

council to ensure those hungry
developers provide wise invest-
ments appropriate to the needs
and longterm viability of the
town. After all, that is what they
were elected to do!

With respect to meetings
and public participation, I
think we are truly blessed in
NOTL to have the local com-
munity engagement of citi-
zenry committed to speaking
up at public meetings, volun-
teering for the sometimes ma-
ligned heritage and urban de-
sign committees, and various
community groups devoted to
making life better for all of us.
I was distressed on Tuesday
watching the video of the com-
mittee of the whole meeting
to hear our deputy lord mayor

self esteem, to love your enemy
— embrace those who would
do you harm — is an immoral
act of self sacrifice.

While there should never
be room for prejudice and big-
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otry in our lives and of course
we should not be teaching our
children to hate, it is, however, a
moral imperative as an adult to
judge those that wish you harm
with hatred. And, as were see-
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YoeaAETTERS Hatred can lead to justice =

ing in Israel, the hatred towards
Hamas will lead to an absolute
good, Hamas’ destruction.

Alexander Evans
NOTL

planning never more important than now=

suggest that democracy of ma-
jority rules is like a lynch mob,
where the only person object-
ing to the lynching is the per-
son being lynched. This would
be the same individual who last
spring threatened and ejected
participants in a public meeting
for applauding presentations of
the brave souls who stood up
in front of a very large crowd to
make their views known.

It also seems to be a con-
sistent warning that we'll nev-
er win appeals at the planning
tribunal, so we should simply
acquiesce to the demands of
the developers and settle with
them on their terms to avoid
spending the money to protect
the town.

There is no doubt the town

== Olpead ETTERS Altruism, and touch of listening,

I was deeply distressed to
read of one local developer’s
views in the NOTL Local of
Oct. 18.

Rainer Hummel expressed
his priorities and what he has
planned for this town. His sad
story and plans for the historic
Philips Estate suggests that his

very lowest priority is the views
of others, and of any concerns
of many in the community —
they don't bother him “in the
least” His prime concerns are
developing whatever will make
the most money, and fighting
as hard as necessary to get that
done.

Also distressing is his argu-
ment that the province dictates
what he can do in the town. An
elected town council and its
views and suggestions are irrele-
vant to him. Is there no recourse
for this town to prevent devel-
opments that serve only the
tastes, priorities and interests of

a single developer? Is there no
recourse to prevent develop-
ments that the town and signifi-
cant groups of citizens consider
unwanted and even damaging
to their welfare?

I am struck by comparing
this mutually unhappy situa-
tion with the happy develop-

faces a very challenging plan-
ning approval regime, given
that our 2019 Official Plan is not
yet congruent with the region
and province; largely due to the
province changing direction
and ground rules a number of
times in the past couple years.
Premier Doug Ford and his
government has consistently
pushed for more development
regardless of the impact to the
environment or local munic-
ipalities and to the benefit of
the wealthy developers, as wit-
nessed in the Greenbelt debacle.
Even today his Minis-
try of the Environment has
four “streamlining” proposals
which will eliminate critical
government and public scru-
tiny from projects that could

have significant impacts on
the environment and human
health in the critical areas of
hazardous waste transporta-
tion, groundwater taking and
public input and oversight.

Citizen involvement and
understanding of government
and planning processes has
never been more important,
and everything the town can
do to encourage engagement
will only serve to better our
governance and society.

No one has all of the an-
swers to this dilemma, but I'm
of the belief we should all be
open to discussion in a trans-
parent, open public dialogue.

Bob Bader
NOTL

seem to mean nothing =

ment of Garrison village where
a completely different, consid-
erate, approach was undertak-
en by the developer. It seems
that truly listening — that con-
sidering some accommoda-
tion — that adding even a dash
of altruism, means nothing
in this current unfortunate

development.

Of course such an alien-
ating approach is not at all
uncommon. But it is causing
more distress in the world than
I have seen in my lifetime.

Peter Rand
NOTL

These photos are unbe-leaf-able!

Dave Gilchrist took his camera on a walk through the Pillar & Post Monet Gardens on a beautiful fall morning.
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Reglon pushing province on two issues

Kris Dube
The Local
Local Journalism
Initiative Reporter

Niagara Regional council
is pushing the province on
two matters after separate
motions were brought for-
ward at last weeks regular
meeting — one of them re-
quiring a vote of Chair Jim
Bradley to break a tie.

A motion brought for-
ward by St. Catharines Re-
gional Coun. Haley Bateman
was called “redundant” sever-
al times by other members —
the first from Welland May-
or Frank Campion who said
he “wouldn’t allow it” in his
council.

Bateman authored the
motion and gave notice
to regional council before
Premier Doug Ford decided
to backtrack on plans to use
the Greenbelt for housing
development.

In a bombshell report
released in early August,
Ontario auditor-general
Bonnie Lysyk found that
Doug Fords government
gave “preferential treatment”
to prominent developers
during last year’s controver-
sial changes to the Greenbelt.

There were 15 recom-
mendations given in that
report, and at the time
Ford said the government
would follow 14 of them,

but changed his tune in late
September and announced
all of them will be followed
and that the controver-
sial $8.2-million land swap
would be cancelled.

Batemans motion aims
to urge the province to
re-evaluate the 2022 deci-
sion to change the Greenbelt
boundaries.

Campion said it was a
“good motion when it was
first brought forward,” but
argued during last weeK’s re-
gional council meeting that it
was no longer relevant.

On Oct. 16, Municipal
Affairs and Housing Minis-
ter Paul Calandra introduced
legislation to reverse the pro-
vincial government’s remov-
al of land from the Greenbelt.

Bateman said that since
Ford first announced his
government would lay off
the Greenbelt and its agricul-
tural land for residential de-
velopment, “no changes have
been made,” and that region-
al council and Niagara poli-
ticians shouldn’t just “trust”
that the plan will be reversed.

“This is not how business
should be done in politics,
she said.

Lincoln Regional Coun.
Rob Foster said the regional
government needs to “work
with whatever stripe of gov-
ernment” is in power, and
that there is “no benefit” to
the region sending a resolu-

tion to the province on this
matter.

“Its not in our wheel-
house and frankly, I think
we should be staying out of
it,” he said, adding that it’s up
to the official opposition at
Queen’s Park to call out the
current government and
“hold their feet to the fire”

Niagara Falls Regional
Coun. Joyce Morocco agreed
the motion might be redun-
dant, but supported it.

“Sometimes you have to
poke the bear to get some ac-
tion,” said Morocco.

Niagara-on-the-Lake
Lord Mayor Gary Zale-
pa said his municipality has
received a letter from the
housing minister on this
matter and would be review-
ing it with his council.

“That’s the manner I'll be
giving feedback;” said Zale-
pa. “I think the minister re-
ally is interested in getting
the municipal perspective,
which I think was missing in
the past”

Andrea Kaiser, regional
councillor for NOTL, said
there was “no reason” not to
support Bateman’s motion,
citing the Greenbelts impor-
tance to Niagara.

After a recorded
vote, council was at a stand-
still — which was broken
by Chair Jim Bradley, who
supported the motion from
Bateman.

Do you want to move
with healthy, happy feet?

Regional Chair Jim Bradley, who supported both motions. (Screenshot)

“I suppose this could be
seen as an endorsement of
what the government is do-
ing, so Tll vote in favour,
Bradley used as his rationale
for supporting Bateman's
motion.

Another motion brought
to the table by Pelham Re-
gional Coun. Diana Huson
has also sent Niagara politi-
cians knocking on the door
at Queen’s Park, asking for
answers about compensa-
tion the province previously
said it would give to mu-
nicipalities negatively im-
pacted by Bill 23, part of the

/

government’s plans to see 1.5
million new homes built by
2032.

Husons motion says Ni-
agaras losses are an antici-
pated 20 per cent reduction
in development charge rates,
which adds up to $35 million
over the next five years.

That will cause a loss of
$60 million over 10 years
from the capital plan, which
is set aside to address social
housing, she added.

Huson’s calculations
show losses from Bill 23 are
2.5 per cent of a potential
nine-per-cent increase in re-

gional property taxes.

The province said in late
August that only communi-
ties with housing targets will
have access to the $1.2 billion
Building Faster Fund, Huson
included in her motion.

Upper-tier municipalities
such as Niagara were not as-
signed housing targets, “even
though we play a signifi-
cant role in providing some
of the necessary infrastruc-
ture to support those hous-
ing targets,” she said at last
week’s meeting.

Huson's motion was ap-
proved unanimously.

rance
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- Custom Orthotics - Compression Socks o f our
- Custom Shoes - Footwear Modifications
- Orthopedic Footwear - Knee and Ankle Bracing Remembrance

- Chiropody Services
- Diabetic Foot Care

Day feature
honouring those
who have served

during war and
peacetime.

Book an assessment today with
one of our Canadian Certified
Pedorthists or Chiropodist.

May be covered under most insurance plans
Manulife, Sun Life, Canada Life, Green Shield,
WSIB, ODSP, Veterans Affairs and more.
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Mike Balsom
The Local

Shipping  along the
Welland Canal came to an
abrupt halt Sunday morn-
ing as St. Lawrence Seaway
workers walked off the job.

Employee members of
Unifor locals 4211, 4212
and 4323 in Ontario, as
well as Quebec locals 4319
and 4320 are affected by the
strike. These include engi-
neering, operations, main-
tenance, supervisory and
administrative units.

A 72-hour strike no-
tice had been issued last
Wednesday, and the seaway
began a shut down then to
allow vessels to clear the
system. Ships were given 14
hours to travel through the
Welland Canal’s eight locks
before midnight Saturday.

Though casual or reg-
ular drivers from Niagara-
on-the-Lake into St. Cath-
arines may enjoy uninter-
rupted trips across the ca-
nal due to the stoppage, the
business community is wor-
ried about the effect a pro-
longed strike might have.

In a statement posted on
the Canadian Chamber of
Commerces website, vice
president and deputy lead-
er of government relations
Robin Guy urged the Gov-
ernment of Canada to inter-
vene immediately to prevent

further disruption to the
country’s supply chain, and
to limit the impact on Cana-
dians.

“Particularly at this crit-
ical time;” says Guy’s state-
ment, “Canadians need sta-
bility in our supply chains.
The St. Lawrence Seaway
supports more than 66,000
Canadian jobs and is respon-
sible for $34 million in eco-
nomic activity per day. Any
work stoppage will damage
the Canadian economy, fan-
ning inflation and increasing
costs for Canadians?

Guy acknowledges Uni-
for’s right to collective bar-
gaining in his statement.

“Though we sincerely
believe the best deals are
reached at the table.” contin-
ues the statement, “Canada’s
economy and our supply
chains cannot afford anoth-
er strike. The federal govern-
ment must act immediately
to end this latest disruption
while continuing to work
closely with all parties on a
long-term agreement”

In 2022, nearly $17
billion in cargo traversed
through the route.

The Canadian Chamber
was joined Tuesday by the
Ontario Federation of Ag-
riculture (OFA), the Grain
Farmers of Ontario, and
Fertilizer Canada in urging
the federal government to
ensure critical shipments
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Welland Canal shut down by Unifor strike

October 25,2023 ¢

Members of Unifor protest on Glendale Avenue near the Glendale Bridge, which isn’'t moving up or down these days. (Penny Coles)

of grains, oilseeds, fertiliz-
er, and other products and
resources like road salt con-
tinue to flow through the St.
Lawrence Seaway.

“This is an absolutely
crucial time for the grain
harvest in Ontario and the
closure of the St. Lawrence
Seaway could not come at a
worse time for farmers and
the Canadian food supply
chain,” said farmer and OFA
director Steve Brackenridge.
“We can’t overstate the ur-
gency of this situation as the
locks in the Welland Canal
and the St. Lawrence River
will close in late December/
early January due to annu-
al freeze and will remain

closed until late March?”

The mayors of Port Col-
borne, Welland, Thorold
and St. Catharines issued a
joint call Tuesday, pushing
for both sides of the labour
disruption to get back to the
bargaining table, and reiter-
ating the need for the Sea-
way to maintain operations.

A communication from
the St. Lawrence Seaway
Management Corporation
went out early Sunday to
inform all ships that travel
along the waterway had been
immediately suspended.

Seaway management has
applied to Canadas Indus-
trial Relations Board to seek
approval under the Canada

Labour Code for ships en-
gaged in the movement of
grain to continue transiting
the system during the work
stoppage.

The issue for Unifor is
wages. Negotiations began
in June, and in a statement
Sunday, Unifor national
president Lena Payne ex-
pressed disappointment “in
the failure of the employer
to make serious movement
in the past two days”

Unifor Quebec director
Daniel Cloutier emphasized
the negotiating committee’s
ongoing commitment to
constructive dialogue and
said, “We negotiated in good
faith right up to the last mo-

ment, but we cannot allow
workers' rights to be compro-
mised. We remain open to
discussion and hope that the
employer will reconsider its
position for the good of all”

There is some hope in
sight for an end to the im-
passe, though.

According to a statement
released by the St. Lawrence
Seaway late Tuesday, talks
are scheduled to resume
with Unifor Friday morning
as confirmed by the feder-
al government’s Mediation
and Conciliation Services.

Attempts by The Local to
reach both Unifor and the
seaway for comment Tues-
day were unsuccessful.
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Libraries need more funding to evolve for the future

Penny Coles
The Local

A recent report on public
libraries across the country
recognizes them as a nation-
al asset providing critical
supports to their communi-
ties, “for knowledge distribu-
tion, culture, health, recon-
ciliation, belonging, and our
democracy”

But for libraries to con-
tinue to supply those sup-
ports and become all they
could be as community hubs
of the future, they will need
more than municipal finan-
cial support, says Canada’s
Urban Institute.

Described as “a nation-

al platform where policy
makers, urban professionals,
civic and business leaders,
community activists and
academics learn, share and
collaborate with one another
from coast to coast to coast;
it has produced and released
a document called Overdue:
The Case for Canada’s Public
Libraries.

It focuses on libraries and
how they operated “through
one of the most extraordi-
nary periods in human his-
tory — the arrival and con-
tainment of the COVID-19
virus, and what needs to
come next.

The report refers to li-
braries as social infrastruc-

ture, including 652 library
systems and 3,350 branches
across Canada, visited more
than 100 million times a
year — including for job-
seeking, accessing free WiFi,
and technology training
classes, which are attended
by nearly 16,000 people each
month.

NOTL Public Library
CEO Cathy Simpson has
seen the role of the library
expand over the years to
the point where it is already
a community hub offer-
ing learning and access to
knowledge in a wide variety
of programming for all ages,
and fulfilling its role as social
infrastructure.

The NOTL Public Library offered a reading club for kids this summer, as it did in pre-

pandemic days. (Supplied)

She was pleased to read
the report, she says in par-
ticular its reference to fund-
ing — it states that provincial
and federal governments are
going to have to step up with
financial support, and out-
lines two scenarios for librar-
ies of the future: one that is
likely if funding continues to
decrease, as it has across the
country in recent years, and
the other painting a picture
of all libraries can and should
be, with sufficient funding in
place.

Libraries have evolved
from providing the tradi-
tional quiet reading rooms
to include areas for “collab-
oration and the interactive,
hands-on acquisition of new
skills,” the report says. And
by doing so, they close gaps
in education, “increasing the
likelihood of employment
and contributing to work-
force development?”

They provide opportuni-
ties for visitors to access, and
even create, culture: “to read
and listen to diverse authors,
enjoy free films, music and
dance, and craft new cultural
content through interactive
activities”

Libraries have become
partners in  healthcare,
early childhood develop-
ment, literacy, job-seeking,
social inclusion and non-
discrimination, the report

says, and have taken “a lead-
ing role in responding to the
federal Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission’s 94 Calls
to Action”

They can serve many
needs, especially in urban
areas, including refuge from
domestic violence; asa voting
or job search centre; a health
clinic; a place to warm up or
cool down; a language learn-
ing centre for newcomers; a
place to attend free classes or
concerts; and a space for ba-
bies, children, caregivers and
youth to make friends and
form a community.

Libraries also “embody
the democratic principle;,
are free to everyone, and up-
hold freedom of expression.

Canada’s public libraries,
the report says, “are quietly
fulfilling core mandates at
every level of government”

During the pandemic, li-
braries became a reliable, safe
and essential service, serving
their communities in new
ways, adapting to help those
who needed it the most.

Yet they remain “an un-
derfunded asset that support
governments in delivering on
their obligations to individu-
als and their families, neigh-
bourhoods, communities,
and cities,” which include op-
portunities for youth, mental
health support, connections
for seniors struggling with

isolation, and for those at-
risk and vulnerable.

More than 90 per cent of
funding for libraries comes
from municipal governments,
it says — Simpson puts it at
about 94 per cent in NOTL.

“Libraries are funded
from a tax base that does not
increase proportionally with
population or economic
growth, and municipal sup-
port for libraries remains flat
or fallen in real dollars over
several years, despite the ad-
dition of many essential new
programs and services,” the
report says.

Financial repercussions
of the pandemic, and the
gap between needed services
and available revenue tools
for Canadas largest munic-
ipalities, “put libraries and
the communities they serve
at precarious and increasing
risk. Greater demand and
unmet social needs require
greater support. Central to
this problem is how libraries
are funded in Canada”

The disparity between
the growing number of ser-
vices being provided and the
resources to do so is “stagger-

ing and growing”
The two scenarios the
report demonstrates that

Simpson found interesting
and helpful in visualizing the

Continued on page 11
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All levels of government need to pool resources

Continued from page 10

possibilities — or fears — for
the future, include one if li-
brary funding continues to
decline. The second shows
the “enhanced role” libraries,
particularly in urban centres,
could play with sufficient
funding.

In the first scenario,
without increased funding,
libraries would no longer
be able to provide space for
everyone, yet would be bus-
ier than ever, due to growing
demands for new programs
and services, especially from
newcomers and  equity-
seeking populations.

Provincial support would
remain static — as it has been
in Ontario for some time,
says Simpson — and federal
support would be “practical-
ly non-existent.”

In this scenario, libraries
would be forced to reduce
staffing, programs and hours
of service, the report says.
The physical and digital col-
lections would be reduced.
Social = service programs
would face budget cuts,
and vulnerable populations
would have fewer places to
go. Community members
with greater financial re-
sources would stop visiting
the local library as often.

With dwindling funding
for library programs, chil-
dren would start Kindergar-
ten with less exposure to ear-
ly literacy and less ready for
learning, and “parents would
feel more isolated and over-
whelmed by the costs of ed-
ucating and occupying their
children through private
programs,” the report says.

The gap in school perfor-
mance between children of
families who have financial
means and those who do not
would grow, political support
for library investment would
be eroded, and deferred li-
brary maintenance costs
would continue to mount,
“making a state of good re-
pair seem impossible””

Library systems would
have to raise revenue by in-
troducing fees for programs,
computer use and even for
borrowing and admission.

In the “aspirational sce-
nario,” the report says, with
increased funding and sup-
port from upper levels of
government, libraries would
be busy with growing de-
mands of new programs and
services, and become “thriv-
ing community centres””

They would be “wel-
coming places” and would
promote “respect, tolerance
and a sense of belonging for
everyone.”

And they would be “in-
centivized to innovate their
sites and programs through a
series of provincial and fed-
eral investment programs.”

Library leaders would be
“invited to participate in in-
tegrated regional planning
efforts that are linked to mu-
nicipal, provincial and feder-

al investment”

And library staff would
“work closely and collabora-
tively with service providers
from other public agencies,’
hosting services on site, pro-
viding everything from new-
comer settlement and pass-
port services to tax clinics,
employment workshops and
cultural programming, even
opening 365 days a year.

To reach the goals of the
future, funding should rec-
ognize libraries expanding
roles and provide the nec-
essary resources “through a
sustainable, blended fund-
ing pool, with contributions
from municipal, provincial
and federal governments.

Simpson agrees that the
costs of libraries have been
downloaded on municipali-
ties, with contributions from
the province having been
frozen for years, and the fed-
eral government only pro-
viding very limited funding
for specific projects, not for
operating costs.

And the library “can only
generate so much revenue
on its own, with fundraising
difficult when people believe
you're government-funded”

In stressing the value of
libraries to their communi-
ties, Simpson says, the report
“made us feel good about
what were doing” regarding
the services they offer, and
being able to help those in
the community who need it.

They have tried to com-
pensate for the library’s cov-
erage of a large geographical
area with pop-up libraries,
limited services in Virgil, St.
Davids and Glendale, and a
home-bound delivery ser-
vice, she says.

“Volunteers who deliver
to the home-bound are not
just delivering books, maga-
zines and DVDs. They offer
some social time, and do a
bit of a wellness check while
they’re there”

Their programming is
shifting somewhat — inter-
est in technology training
has increased, she says. “The
pandemic really emphasized
that need for people who
didn’t grow up with technol-
ogy, and were isolated. We've
been trying to get them up to
speed. We find that’s in line
with what other libraries are
seeing”

The library provides that
training with one-on-one
tutoring, and also in classes,
which some people prefer.
“They like the social time,
and also that they can help
each other”

Library programs “are
based on books and learn-
ing, but also about connect-
ing people. It's one of the
last places you can go free of
charge, and see other people”

Children’s programs have
also been really well attended,
“and its great to see the new
youth programs at the com-
munity centre. It’s nice for the
library to be co-located —
having more choices means

The library offered pop-up sessions in other communities this summer, including a story time at the Outlet Collection

in Niagara. (Supplied)

more reasons to come out.”

For those who dont
like to read, she adds, there
are other options available.
“There is so much knowl-
edge out there that’s written,
but we know now there are
other choices”

She recalls the library’s
start in 1848 as the Niagara
Mechanics Institute, which
offered hands-on learning.
Janet Carnochan was its
secretary before it became a
book-lending library.

Pointing to a poster of the
Mechanics Institute, Simpson
says, “the library always, al-
ways offered programming,
it's just been expanded”

During the pandemic,
she says, when kids weren’t
going to school and there
was no programming, “we
noticed a dip in literacy, and
we looked at ways to over-
come it. That ‘summer slide’
that students experience, be-
came a longer slide during
the pandemic. We've tried
to get them up to where they
should be;” with reading pro-
grams for all ages.

Parents love the social
connections they can find at
the library with pre-school-
ers, she adds.

Without a high school,
and teens going off to other
schools, they are “a tough
group to reach,” but the li-
brary has a core group of
kids who come out for a teen
book club.

Simpson also found the
report timely with municipal
budget discussions coming
up. While there was some
debate about library fund-
ing during last year’s budget
review, coming right after an
election with several first-
time councillors elected,
Simpson hopes there will be
a better understanding of the
library’s needs this year.

Coun. Adriana Vizzari
is on the library board, “and
she’s an excellent representa-
tive. Shes been really good at
helping us understand what
the council needs from us”

With so much of the
municipal budget spent
on maintaining infrastruc-
ture, Simpson says, “it really

struck me as I read the report
that libraries should be con-
sidered infrastructure”

When she started at the
NOTL library in 2012, there
wasn't a lot of collaboration
with other Niagara libraries,
she says.

That has changed over
the years, with all 12 library
CEOs meeting regularly,
“and there is so much more
cooperation, more sharing.
We're tapping into that net-
work, and it’s great to see. It’s
been a gradual process, and
it’s having a big impact”

Simpson goes through
the closures and restrictions
of the pandemic, then finally
2023, the year of no restric-
tions or closures, bringing
people together after so
much isolation.

“Staff have been very cre-
ative with programming,” she
says, bringing back Wine and
Words, offering the Learn
and Live and InfoHealth, Da-
vid Hemings' popular geneal-
ogy sessions, a new Scrabble
club, and planning for a Read
and Eat series.

The town “has been good

to the library in NOTL. They
appoint the board, and give
us a council representative on
the board. We've got a great
board, very passionate about
what we do. They bring a lot
of different expertise to the
table,” Simpson says.

For the best future sce-
nario, she adds, “the federal
government must recognize
libraries as infrastructure,
supporting them as such —
and the pandemic helped to
show us all just how import-
ant libraries can be to the
community.’
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Mary will be missed, by Royal
LePage and NOTL community

Mary Sawatzky, “office manager and all-around ambassador” at the Queen
Street Royal LePage office, as described by broker/manager Ryan John-
stone, has retired after more than 31 years. She was an ambassador not
only for the real estate company but for the community — people loved to
come in and talk to her. “She is very good with people,” Johnstone says,
“and she was really committed to her job. She was there almost every day.
Staff loved her, agents loved her —she will be missed by everybody.” Mary,
in front in the white sweater, is surrounded by just some of those who will
miss her. (Karen Skeoch)

Loyalty Discounts for
Q W W the Locals we Love

Local Love Recipe
presented by:
@@&@gj’c
/ @Mfw( / Ca s
Ingredients:

¢ 2 pears (firm) any kind
¢ 1 Tbsp butter

*1-11/2 Tbsp OLiV Espresso or Caramel
Dark Balsamic

Directions : Preheat oven to 400F. Cut pears in half & remove
core. Add butter to a pan or cast iron. Place pears cut side
down & brown for 3-4 minutes. Transfer to preheated oven &
cook for 10 min. Flip the pears & drizzle with OLiV balsamic.
Cook for another 5 min. Flip pears to cut side down, drizzle
with a little more balsamic & cook for an additional 5 min until
done. Should be soft enough to cut with a knife. Serve with
ice cream or yogurt. ENJOY!

OPEN 11AM - 8PM DAILY

SPIRITINNIAGARA.COM | 905 934 1300
458 LAKESHORE ROAD, NIAGARA ON THE LAKE

~ FEATURING LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEEK!
NO COVER CHARGE ~

MONDAY:
WILBER JAMES BLUES BAND
OR ON THE MARK JAZZ TRIO

THURSDAY:
EDDIE Pizzo
ON THE BABY GRAND

FRIDAY:
DRAGAN ON THE SAXES

75@%}@% a{ Z%e weeke

Bacon Extra Virgin Olive Oil
90% off Oct 20th - Oct 26th

(limit 2 per customer)
Kiwi White Balsamic Vinegar
50% @{% Oct 27th - Nov 2nd

(limit 2 per customer)

10% LOCAL DISCOUNT*
FOR NOTL RESIDENTS

*excludes 50% off items
nnmss— 118 Queen St., NOTL | olivniagara.com

THE
FARMHOUSE
CATE

Open For
Lunch Daily

Regervations Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give ug a call to book
905-468-8814

Bring thig ad in for [0% off lunch on any
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday in October

CAROLINE CELLARS WINERY

1010 Lina 2, JURL JUS458.8814 werebacolinaballaes eom

= |_ove Where You Live: SUPPORT Yyl =
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Dry stone structure hides a wall of mud behind it

Mike Balsom
The Local

Dean McLellan just wrapped
up the construction of a 300-
foot long dry stone wall on a lot
owned by Niagara-on-the-Lake
business owner and developer
Rainer Hummel across from
the Old Winery Restaurant, this
one quite different from the one
at the foot of Mississagua Street
that’s getting all the attention.

“Years ago Rainer was a ma-
jor contributor to two dry stone
festivals I had at Willowbank;’
says McLellan. “He contacted
me originally for a wall out front,
but he changed the idea to the
retaining wall along the back,
which was originally supposed
to be an armour stone wall”

Because it is a retaining wall
McLellan says a lot more mate-

rial was used than on most of
his projects.

“The back doesn't have to be
pretty;” he explains, “but where it
reaches eight feet high, the base is
about five feet wide. It tapers up at
the front and back so that once it
reaches the top it's only about two
feet wide. It should hold up lon-
ger than any building in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, actually”

Large flat stones weighing
between 700 and 1,000 pounds
were used for the base of the wall.
Those were installed with the help
of two of Hummels employees. As
well, more fill stone was used to
shore up the strength of the wall.

McLellan was joined on the
project by two Indigenous dry
stone wallers. Dale Kewageshig
and James Besito were part of
his crew. Both originally took up
the trade through a project that

ran for about 10 years out of the
Saugeen First Nation.

“T got called in 2010, says
McLellan. “Tt was the restoration
of a massive stone amphitheatre
up there. It was a great program
that allowed a number of Indig-
enous men to learn the craft.
Eventually our funding ran out
and the program ended”

Originally built in 1972, the
amphitheatre overlooks the Sau-
geen River to the south. The res-
toration of the local landmark in
the Bruce Peninsula communi-
ty northwest of Toronto was one
of the largest dry stone projects
in North America.

Besito began learning the
trade there alongside McLellan
about seven years ago.

“I thought it would be a
good trade to get into,” says Besi-
to, an Ojibway. “I took it on, and

A portion of the 300-foot dry stone wall on Mississagua Street across from the Old Winery.

(Mike Balsom)

Yoeal YWPove

Dale Kewageshig and James Besito are dry stone wallers who helped with the construction of the
Mississagua Street retaining wall. (Supplied)

I began moving up levels. There's
so much creativity in it. You cre-
ate and build your own thing, it’s
your own project in a way.’
Besito says the biggest chal-
lenge he faced in working with
McLellan in NOTL was the
travel. It was hard for him to be
away from home for so long.
Besito has earned his level
two or intermediate certifica-
tion and has his eye on moving
up to the next step in the pro-
cess, the advanced designation.
“They are both such hard
workers,” says McLellan of Be-
sito and Kewageshig. “Both are
level two certified. I have anoth-
er guy who has been working for
me for about 13 years now;, too.
It's encouraging to see others in-
terested in taking up this trade”

McLellan is a master crafts-
man, the highest level of certi-
fication through the Dry Stone
Walling Association of Great
Britain program. He has taught
dry stone wallers from Japan,
Spain, France and all across the
world. That makes him an excel-
lent mentor for Besito and oth-
ers who are learning the trade.

Though dry stone walling is
often considered to have its roots
in the UK, McLellan insists the
craft was used centuries earlier by
Canadas First Nations peoples.

“There are 10,000-year-old
stone structures under Lake
Huron,” he says. “They used to
use the stones to funnel caribou.
And theres all kinds of Indig-
enous religious stonework all
across North America. They

used dry stone to create fox
traps in the Arctic, too””

The Mississagua Street project
took about four months of work
for the crew; though they did
complete a couple of other smaller
projects around the same time.

Up next for McLellans crew
is a small job in Mount Forest.

“Its some stairs and a retain-
ing wall;” says McLellan, who re-
sides in nearby Holstein, Ontar-
io, just a ten minute drive away.
“It’s pretty rare that I get a chance
to work so close to home”

And he may be back in the
future with his crew to tack-
le that wall at the front of that
same lot. He has submitted an
estimate for another, more dec-
orative dry stone wall closer to
the walking path.

Loyalty Discounts for
the Locals we Love

Perfect Pairing
presented by:

i

Not Chocolele

Recipe:
1 cup hot water
2 tablespoons hot
chocolate mix

1.50z Riverview Cellars
Cabernet Franc Icewine

Garnish with marshmallows
and crumbled candy cane

Grab a bottle at
our retail shop!

$20.15/bottle

A beautiful label over a beautiful wine. Our Marmalade Skies is a Vidal
skin-fermented orange wine. Sitting on skins for two weeks, Marmalade
Skies introduces intriguing notes of citrus, tangerine and passion fruit!

TO "LOCALS” WHO

10% OFF MENTION THIS AD

15376 Niagara River Pkwy, NOTL | riverviewcellars.com

= |_ove Where You Live: SUPPORT Yyl =
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Expert to provide social media safety tools for parents

Sharon Burns
The Local

Social media safety ed-
ucator Paul Davis will be
giving a free presentation
to parents and guardians
at Bethany Mennonite
Church, providing tools to
keep kids safe.

The presentation, called
Empowering Parents in the
Digital Age, is Saturday,
Nov. 4.

“Parents, grandparents
and guardians need to hear
about the potential harm
that can come with inter-
net usage, and learn strate-
gies to keep their kids safe,’
says Pastor Herb Sawatzky.
Raising responsible kids
with good manners and
values used to be a parent’s
major concern, he noted,
yet today’s parents have lots
more to contend with, such
as online scams, sextortion,
and artificial intelligence
such as ChatGPT.

“We feel that parents are
overwhelmed. They want
their kids to be safe, and
they’re deeply concerned
for their kids,” he said.

Audrey Epp Neuhof, a
parent of two young children,
plans to attend the workshop.
She has a strong network of
parents who share tips for
monitoring their childrens
use of social media, but she
hopes to get a preview of

what to expect as her kids en-
ter their pre-teens.

“When you get to that
older age group, I'd love to
know more about security.
Id love to have tools and a
heads-up so I don't get in
a bad situation where I've
said, ‘you can have that
app, no problem,; and then
realize, no, that was a bad
choice”

Even though she feels
she and her husband, Mar-
ty Neuhof, have a good un-
derstanding of what their
children are doing online,
she admitted that “there’s
probably so much that I
don’t even know that I need
to be aware of”

“We started social me-
dia during COVID, to
communicate when the
kids wanted to chat,” said
Epp Neuhof, whose nine-
year-old daughter Holly
uses Facebook’s Messenger
Kids. “You can set certain
boundaries within that
app, such as turn off noti-
fications at a certain time”
And from her own device,
she monitors all the trans-
actions happening between
Holly and her friends.

Epp Neuhof noted that
“the kids are actually pretty
good on (the app). Theyre
just being silly and they’re
just communicating” She
receives a weekly summa-
ry from Messenger Kids

showing her the interac-
tions that happened, and
“it's literally just photo-
bombs of each other and
emojis.”

Her six-year-old son,
Kenny, doesn’t use social
media much, said Epp
Neuhof. However, “the
younger generation defi-
nitely communicates dif-
ferently, and its just nor-
mal for them to be online,”
she said, noting that her
children have never had a
landline.

Epp Neuhof cited other
examples of positive in-
ternet use, such as Holly
practising an instrument
with a friend over Face-
Time, and rehearsing a
play over Skype. However,
she noted that there are
some tricky apps, such as
Roblox. “There are a lot of
people on there and that’s
when you have to watch
more” She can disable the
chat function on Roblox,
and Holly uses Messenger
Kids so she can talk to her
in-person friends as they
play the game.

“You also want them to
have those real relation-
ships in person as well, and
not be addicted to their
devices, and be able to set
it down and go outside. At
this point they don’t have
a problem with putting it
down when I ask;” said Epp

Stop means stop!

The town has installed all-way stop signs at Concession 2 and Line 3, with drivers
travelling north- and southbound on Concession 2 now required to stop as well.
“Drivers are urged to use extra caution at this intersection, as traffic adjusts to the
new stop signs,” a town news release says. (Mike Balsom)

Neuhof.

“We definitely say no
to a lot of things. We don't
have TikTok, Facebook or
Snapchat. We stick with the
kids' YouTube where you
can select different ages for
content and you can block
content as well”

Attendees at the Now.
4 workshop will receive
practical advice on how
to guide children to keep
them safe. The presentation
will cover a variety of social
media issues including tips
to reduce digital trails, on-
line predators, cyberbully-
ing, posting pictures safely,
just to name a few. Parents
of teens will go home with
Davis’ ‘Social Media Con-
tract for Teens’

Davis has been educat-
ing parents on online and
social media safety for 32
years. He has presented to
over 750,000 students and
90,000 parents and has ap-
peared on numerous Cana-
dian television programs
spreading his social media
safety messages.

Children ages 12 and
under are invited to a sep-
arate workshop to learn
age-appropriate social me-
dia safety tips from church
personnel. Young children
can be signed up for child
care. To register for free
child care or the children’s
workshop, call Bethany

Mom Audrey Epp Neuhof, shown with her daughter Molly, will
be at Bethany Mennonite Church to hear Paul Davis speak.
She has two youngsters and wants to learn how to keep them

safe. (Supplied)

Mennonite Church at 905-
736-2029.

Note that Paul Davis
provides a separate work-
shop for teenagers, and that
Empowering Parents in the
Digital Age is intended for
parents and guardians only.

Attendees are  en-
couraged to bring a non-
perishable food item.

“It takes a village to raise
a kid,” said Sawatzky, “and
we want to support that
village and be a part of that

village. Kids want parents
to be parents. Kids want
boundaries. I want parents
to feel like they have not
only the responsibility, but
the capacity to be the par-
ents that their kids intui-
tively want them to be”
The workshop starts
at 6:30 p.m. and runs un-
til 7:45 p.m. at Bethany
Mennonite Church, 572
East/West Line in Niagara-
on-the Lake-on the corner
of Four Mile Creek Road.

28 ABERDEEN LANE S| $1,398,000

This larger-style townhome offers a very sophisticated level of living in the heart of Old
Town Niagara on the Lake. You are greeted by an impressive staircase which leads to
both the upper living area and the fully finished lower level. If you don't feel like taking
the stairs you can certainly use the private elevator which connects all three levels. On
the upper level you will be taken aback by the grandness of the home's principal rooms.
The open concept kitchen, living, and dining area is truly a sight to behold. The custom
millwork and granite countertops in the kitchen provide an excellent place to cook and
entertain. Also on the upper level you will find two very well appointed bedrooms, two
spa-like bathrooms, and a conveniently located laundry room. The lower level offers
a spacious rec room with built in wet bar, and a large walk-out to the home’s private
ground floor patio. A fantastic location allows the owner to enjoy the very best wineries,
dining, shopping, and amenities that Niagara on the Lake has to offer.

Thomas Elltoft
Owner/Sales
Representative

905-380-8011
tom@notlrealty.com
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lerary volunteer organizes
spooky Sideshow display

Sarah Bowers
Special to The Local

The Niagara-on-the-Lake
Public Library has become
the site of enchanting fright as
it welcomes visitors of all ages
to its latest display for the Hal-
loween season.

The library has unveiled
a Sideshow exhibit that has
been spooking and delight-
ing patrons in equal mea-
sure. The brainchild of the
library’s dedicated staff mem-
ber Kenny Brittan, this exhib-
it showcases a collection of
eerie and whimsical monsters
— a werewolf, vampire and
leprechaun — each with its
own unique story and fun
facts.

The exhibit is ready to
receive local residents, both
young and old, who are ea-

ger to celebrate the Hallow-
een spirit. Brittan is a talent-
ed monster-maker who has
been working as a page at the
library for the last four years.
He started his library journey
initially through the Com-
munity Integration Co-Op-
erative Education program
at Niagara College and was
hired as a permanent staff
member at the end of his
placement.

Brittan is a valued mem-
ber of the library staff and a
source of artistic talent and
inspiration. He has been
making his own life-sized
Halloween props for a num-
ber of years. When asked for
advice on making your own
props at home, he suggested
the following: “lay out your
monsters costume on the
floor, measure the size, place

PVC pipe fittings on top to
measure how long they need
to be. Cut pipe with a PVC
pipe cutter and use PVC pipe
glue (or a drill and screws)
to keep pipes in place. Once
you use the glue there are no
second chances, you cant go
back, so you need to be care-
ful with glue, it dries very
quickly!

“You can use pur-
chased character masks to
make the faces (which can be
expensive, buy them on Am-
azon or Spirit Halloween),” he
continues. “It can take up to
two days of continuous work
to put the character together”

If youre looking for a
spooky adventure, the li-
brary will be hosting Brittan's
display until Halloween, so
please drop by and visit the
Sideshow!

Dedicated library staff member Kenny Brittan loves Halloween, and is shown with some of
the posters and spooky characters he has made for the library Sideshow exhibit he has or-

ganized. (Supplied)

Take your ghosts and goblins
trick-or-treating at Fort George

Local Staff

Little goblins and ghouls
will enjoy trick or treating in
the Fort George parking lot
this Sunday, where volunteers
will be handing out free Hal-
loween treat bags.

The Friends of Fort George
and Parks Canada’s special ta-
ble with treats and decorations

will be set up from 10 a.m. to 2
p-m., to help local youth cele-
brate Halloween.

Oct. 28 and 29 will be the
last weekend Fort George and
the Friends of Fort George
Gift Shop are open for the
season, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
with the last admission tick-
ets sold at 4:15 p.m. Be sure
to leave time to explore the
grounds, tour through the

buildings, and witness a mus-
ket demonstration.

Halloween treats are
thanks to Hendrik's Indepen-
dent, Simpsons Pharmasave,
Parks Canada, the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Museum, and
the Friends of Fort George
Gift Shop.

For more information,
visitfriendsoffortgeorge.ca or
call 905-468-6621.

Fort George will welcome trick-or-treaters Sunday. (Supplied)
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THE MILLERS SELL NIAGARA!

127 BAST WES
$1,550,000
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CALL OR TEXT THE MILLERS

905-988-3019

CALL MATT, SALLY AND WILL MILLER

RLP TOP NOTL TEAM JAN-SEPT 2023 (
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Niagara Foundation to honour Ward Simpson

Local Staff

The Niagara Foun-
dation has chosen Ward
Simpson to be honoured
with the 2023 title of Living

Landmark, and the dinner
to recognize him is coming
up soon.

“Ward has played a sig-
nificant role in our com-
munity whether through
founding and operating

Simpsons Pharmacy or his
positions with the Rotary
Club, Chamber of Com-
merce, Arena Fundraising
Committee, Community
Centre Fundraising Com-
mittee, Red Roof Retreat

Ward Simpson, found, not surprisingly, on a golf course. (Supplied)

or the Christmas Parade
Committee,” says Lyle Hall,
Niagara Foundation chair.

The Living Landmark
award has been given an-
nually since 2006 to a
person or group who has
demonstrated an outstand-
ing contribution to the
quality of life in Niagara.

Steffanie Bjorgan, exec-
utive director of Red Roof
Retreat, has been on the
receiving end of Simpson’s
contributions to the com-
munity, and will be at the
dinner to help celebrate
him.

“Ward is so deserv-
ing of this award. He rep-
resents everything that is
good about people in gen-
eral, but also what it means
to be part of your commu-
nity,” says Bjorgan.

“If you look around Ni-
agara, there are so many
important places that he
was part of bringing to us
to enjoy for years to come
— the pharmacy, medical
centre, arena, communi-
ty centre and many, many
other aspects of what
makes our town a great
place to live and play”

“Personally, for me,” she
adds, “his commitment as
chair to Red Roof Retreat is
something I will always be
indebted and grateful for.
His name gave us credibil-
ity when we were new, sus-
tainability as we grew, and
his name will stand behind
its expansion and legacy in
the future”

He’s not only just a good
and fun person,” says Bjor-
gan, “he is a true legend”

This year’s Living Land-
mark dinner will be held
at The Court House Now.
18, at 6 p.m. To purchase
tickets please contact Jane
Dagg at jdagg.notl@gmail.
com.

The Niagara Founda-
tion, established in 1962,
is a charitable organiza-
tion whose mission is to
preserve the built and nat-
ural heritage of Niagara-
on-the-Lake and sur-
rounding  communities,
quietly and effectively ad-
vocating for preservation,
undertaking  innovative
partnerships, fostering
knowledge and apprecia-
tion, and securing and ad-
vancing the qualities that
are now so strongly associ-
ated with historic Niagara-
on-the-Lake.

Virgil firefighters donate $500
to Niagara Nursery School

Volunteer firefighters at the Virgil station have donated $500 to the Niagara Nursery
School and Child Care Centre, which director Candice Penny says will help fund an en-
hanced, naturalized outdoor playground. The firefighters raised the money at their annual
car show. Firefighter Jason Disher says they like to spread the money they raise around
the community, and since many volunteer firefighters, friends and family members have,
or have had, kids who attend the nursery school, they decided to help out with the play-
ground. In the photo are (from left) Laura Townsend with her son Arlo Evans, firefight-
er Jason Disher, Adriana Friesen, Axel Evans, Brynn McGuffin, Candice Penny, Caitlin
Disher with Drake, and Maeve McGuffin with mom Tasia. (Alex Evans)
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Explorer and author Adam Shoalts to speak at library event

Mike Balsom
The Local

From 90 days and nights
alone in the wilderness to
speaking to larger crowds
hanging on his every word, au-
thor Adam Shoalts knows both
extremes.

The Westaway Explorer-
in-Residence at the Royal Ca-
nadian Geographical Society is
known for his many journeys
into the Canadian wilder-
ness, often alone and through
some of the most challenging
extreme conditions. But hes
also known for the bestselling
books he writes about those
adventures and the scintillat-
ing talks he gives between his
journeys.

“It's a contrast to go from
total solitude deep into the wil-
derness to doing book tours,”
laughs Shoalts on the line from
his Pelham home on a day off
between appearances two days
apart, in Hamilton and Water-
ford, Ontario. “I enjoy both.
You wouldn't want solitude all
the time, and I wouldn't want
to be in front of 100 people all
the time either. I'm really lucky
I get to enjoy both ends of the
spectrum.”

On the heels of the publi-
cation of his fifth book, Where
the Falcon Flies, Shoalts appears
Thursday, Oct. 26 at Caroline
Cellars as part of the Niagara-
on-the-Lake Public Library’s
Wine and Words Series.

Where the Falcon Flies re-
counts Shoalts’ 3,400 kilome-
tre journey from Long Point
on the shores of Lake Erie to
Ungava Bay in Nunavik, the
northern part of Quebec. The
title is quite literal, as Shoalts’
latest adventure follows the an-
nual migration path of the per-
egrine falcon, a trip inspired
when the 37-year-old spotted
one of the majestic predators
outside his porch window.

His itinerary that began
in April 2022 took him from
Lake Erie to Lake Ontario and
along the St. Lawrence River
before requiring an abrupt left
turn where his trek continued
toward the northern reaches of
Quebec and Labrador.

“In the old days, peregrine

falcons were known as duck
hawks” says Shoalts, who
holds a PhD from McMaster
University. “That’s their favou-
rite food. They will hunt just
about any type of bird, but they
love ducks and waterfowl. If
you have lakes, falcons will be
around”

He adds that in the 1950s
and 1960s, when the pere-
grine falcon was declared an
endangered species, there were
successful efforts to attract the
birds of prey to urban spaces,
where skyscrapers would sub-
stitute for the high cliffs that
they prefer to swoop from to
hunt for their dinner.

That meant that unlike
the journeys recounted in his
previous books, this particu-
lar three-month trek brought
Shoalts, with his canoe and
backpack, through some ur-
ban landscapes.

A long portage down the
Niagara River Parkway be-
tween the Chippewa River
and the village of Queenston
is recounted in the new book.
Onlookers who had never
seen a man pushing a canoe
on a makeshift two-wheel cart
in front of the Sir Adam Beck
Generating  Station gawked
and asked curious questions.

And following the route of
Falco peregrinus took him to
some interesting locales.

“Through the whole jour-
ney I ended up sleeping in all
sorts of strange places,” Shoalts
tells The Local. “Underneath
the Burlington Skyway, on To-
ronto Island, under the Cartier
Bridge in Montreal, and occa-
sionally in people’s backyards
when they gave me permis-
sion”

That led to some stunning
revelations for the man the
Toronto Star called “Canadas
Indiana Jones”

“No matter where you go
in Canada, even in our biggest
cities like Toronto and Mon-
treal, you never fail to find
wild places,” Shoalts says. “It
was one of the most rewarding
aspects of my journey to find
all of these urban greenspaces
that I wouldnt have experi-
enced otherwise, all intercon-
nected by the flight of the per-

egrine falcon and other birds
that migrate”

And though Shoalts is
known for taking readers
through areas of the country
most will never themselves
experience first-hand, it’s these
urban greenspaces that have
been capturing the attention of
his followers on social media
and attendees at his book talks,
34 of which are scheduled for
the months of October and
November.

“People are thrilled that I
went through their backyards,’
Shoalts laughs. “I heard from
someone who lives in Brock-
ville who loved that I paddled
where he kayaks. I've heard
that everywhere from Lake
Erie, through the Niagara Riv-
er and Lake Ontario. People
have been expressing their lo-
cal pride”

Of course, fans of Shoalts
will still hear about the explorer
lining his canoe through rap-
ids while walking over slippery
rocks, paddling and portaging
for up to 17 hours a day through
arctic conditions, and dealing
with painful blisters on his feet
from constant hiking through
wet marshes and rivers.

And at the NOTL stop on
Line Two, they’ll have a chance
to see some of the amazing
photos taken with his GoPro
camera along the way.

“I will be showing a slide-
show in Niagara-on-the-Lake;’
Shoalts promises. “T'll share
photos from the journey, sat-
ellite images, some maps, any-
thing that helps to bring the
story to life. Audiences seem to
enjoy that”

The Local's own explorer-
in-residence, Owen Bjorgan,
can attest to that fact.

“Tve been to see Adam
a number of times;” Bjorgan
says. “He is amazing. You don't
want to miss this event”

Debbie Krause, the library’s
community engagement
co-ordinator, adds that Shoalts
first appeared at a library event
in 2019, and this week’s will be
his fourth talk in town.

“He reached out to me this
summer; Krause tells The Lo-
cal. “His incredible and unique
adventures and his ability to

Explorer Adam Shoalts during a 2021 expedition.

Adam Shoalts clears brush on his latest trek tracing the migratory path of the peregrine fal-

con. (Photos supplied)

tell his stories give him a stand-
ing invitation with us every
time he releases a new book.
His books are popular here, es-
pecially when there’s an event
coming”

Shoalts is enjoying meeting
his fans and readers on his cur-
rent book tour. Even more, he
is elated to be back at the home
abutting Short Hills Provincial
Park that he shares with his
wife Alexandria and their two
sons, two-year-old Thomas,
and Adrian, four months old.

He has, however, already
begun planning his next ad-
venture. He's hoping to dig into
the mystery of the disappear-
ance of the little-known arctic
explorer Hubert Darrell. The
experienced explorer and spe-
cial constable with the Royal
Northwest Mounted Police
went missing in September of
1910 in the Anderson River
region off the Northwest Ter-
ritories.

No doubt he will be back
for a fifth appearance at the

NOTL Public Library once
that journey has made it to
print.

Thursday’s event at Caro-
line Cellars is nearly sold out.
Tickets are $40 and include a
glass of wine and food pairing,
with proceeds going to library
programs. Visit notlpublicli-
brary.org for information.

And if you can’t make this
week’s event, Shoalts will be
speaking in Port Colborne on
Nov. 12 and at Old Fort Erie on
Now. 15.
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Juno winner Dominique Fils-Aime opens Bravo Niagara!

Mike Balsom
The Local

The new album from
Montreal-based singer
Dominque Fils-Aime is a
work of inestimably exquisite
beauty.

Our Roots Run Deep re-
volves around Fils-Aime’s un-
paralleled vocal talents. The
Juno Award winner (2020
Vocal Jazz Album of the Year)
provides much of the rhythm
through layer upon layer
of her own singing. A great
deal of the time the listener
is so captivated by the a cap-
pella sound of the Haitian-
Canadians voice that it's easy
to miss the fact that there are
actual instruments backing
her up as well.

As a reference point, think
of the opening of Paul Simon’s
Diamonds on the Souls of Her
Shoes, but with all of those
sounds coming from one
voice.

“Its my voice hundreds of
times;” confirms Fils-Aime on
the line from her hairstylists
chair in Quebec. “Some of
the backtracks will have three
of each, so it can very quickly
add up to 100 or 200 tracks of
vocals per song. Its me having
fun, giving every voice that
comes to mind a space to exist.”

Fils-Aime brings those
incredible talents to a Bravo
Niagara! Festival show this
Saturday, Oct. 28 at the First-

Ontario Performing Arts
Centre’s Recital Hall.

Shell have a full band with
her that evening — David
Osei-Afrifa  on  keyboard,
guitarist Etienne Miousse,
Danny Trudeau on bass and
drummer Salin Cheewa-
pansri. Live, her bandmates
replicate the sound and feel
of Our Roots Run Deep with
their vocals, and Fils-Aime
occasionally uses a looping
machine to add her own ac-
companiment.

“T love allowing my musi-
cians to transform my melod-
ic lines in their own way; she
says. “We love to allow our live
show to have its own person-
ality, its own sound. Having
five voices will never be the
same as hundreds of me. But
I think their energy and cre-
ativity just adds to the show”

The two-time Polaris
Award nominee gives credit
to sound engineer and pro-
ducer Jacques Roy for the
magic he worked on her
fourth record.

“He’s kind of a genius, and
hes really well-organized,
she says. “I leave him with
hundreds of tracks, and he’s
able to make this clean mix
and not overwhelm the lis-
tener with too many things
happening at once. He plac-
es them in space and makes
them relevant”

The songs on Our Roots
Run Deep follow a loose nar-

rative that centres on the
human condition and Fils-
Aime’s own personal growth.

“It’s the start of a new jour-
ney, the feeling of resetting
in a more contemporary and
freeing form,” she says, con-
trasting the new record with
her first three, a trilogy that
focused on her interpretation
of the jazz, soul and blues
musical forms. “Now that I've
absorbed these notions, 'm so
comfortable letting all that has
fed me come out in new ways
so I can grow with the project”

The multiple layers of
Fils-Aimes catchy, wordless
vocal lines on the album often
feel like mantras, chants or
prayers. They create a joyful
sound, even on more sombre
numbers such as Hide From
The Drama and To Walk
Away.

“We can be sad and hap-
py at the same time,” she ex-
plains. “We are a multitude of
people, and we have multiple
emotions. Those emotions
can exist at the same time.
There is joy in being able to
connect with our sadness.”

If some of what Fils-Aime
says sounds like what you
might hear from your thera-
pist, that's not surprising.

Before releasing her first
EP The Red in 2015, Fils-
Aime provided psycholog-
ical support for employees
and also worked with autistic
children up to six years old.

She felt herself experiencing
burnout, and turned to music
as a form of therapy.

“I fell in love with it,” says
the self-taught singer and
songwriter. “I realized the
love and good energies that I
wanted to share, the helping
people to feel better under
their skin, I could do that
through music. It felt right”

A bit of a renaissance
woman, she also spent time
before that in fashion design,
photography and public re-
lations.  Fils-Aime studied
philosophy in university and
swears that her parents always
thought her talents in the vi-
sual arts would lead to her be-
ing a successful painter.

“All of that built me into
the person I am,” she says.
“They were giving me the
message I wanted to share.
Once I found a way to share
it, through music, the mes-
sage was already clear in my
mind”

And that message, she

Dominique Fils-Aime will perform at the FirstOntario Per-
forming Arts Centre Saturday. (Supplied)

says, is about empathy.

“If we want to create a
better society where every-
one has space to feel, and also
has the mental bandwidth
to hear each other out;” says
Fils-Aime, “we need to start
by helping people feel better
in their skin and have some

peace of mind. This is a lot of
what I put into this album?
She promises to dazzle
those lucky enough to feel
her positive vibe on Satur-
day, Oct. 28 when she takes
the stage at the PAC’s Recital
Hall. Tickets are available at
bravoniagara.org.

100th anniversary of Catholic
Women ‘caring and sharing’

Sabina Knight
Special to The Local

The St. Vincent de Paul
Catholic Womens League
celebrated its 100th an-
niversary last week, with
Bishop Gerard Bergie cele-
brating Mass, guests enjoy-
ing a lunch and special pre-
sentations at the Church
Hall.

Throughout the last
99 years, the Council has
been visible and actively
promoting our mission
statement, which calls for
members to grow in faith
and to witness the love of
God through ministry and
service.

The first group of 36
members organized church
suppers, quilt sales and oth-
er events and in their first
three years raised enough

money to pay off a $4,000
mortgage on the church,
not a small amount in those
days. The yearly mem-
bership fee was 25 cents.
During the war years, the
women became involved
in the war effort, running
the Knights of Columbus
Hut, a recreation centre for
soldiers in training on the
Niagara-on-the-Lake Com-
mon. Diverse projects have
been wundertaken, which
included involvement in
church ministries and assis-
tance to the poor, the youth,
the elderly and the school
and community.

The CWL has support-
ed many foster children
in impoverished countries
and sent food and warm
clothing to those in need.

The CWL parish league
continues to support faith,

family and community and
works to advance the cause
of justice and charity that
our first members helped
foster 99 years ago.

As we researched the
history of our CWL we dis-
covered that many records
(from 1937 to 1975) have
been lost due to a flood in
a storage area. We do have
one small notebook which
somehow survived, with
some records from 1923 to
1937.

We are interested in
finding more information
about the work of the CWL
in the 1940s and 1950s. Are
there any pictures out there
of the Knights of Columbus
Hut during the war years?
Any photos or stories from
that period?

If so please contact me
at 905-468-7763.

Ten past-presidents attended the 100th anniversary celebrations of the Catholic Women’s
League of St. Vincent de Paul Parish, including (front) Marion Frendo, Anna O’Brien, Lina Pil-
litteri, and (behind) Sabina Knight, Diane de Groot, Rita Van Noort, Betty Ann Asher, Maryann
Larivee, Marion Battersby and Sally Harmer. (Janice White)
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Baniel Brown died suddenly on a Simcoe potato farm

He had transferred from a NOTL farm

Jane Andres
The Local

There was a sense of an-
ticipation as the emcee of
the concert paced the stage,
punctuating the air with
his fists, arms swinging and
legs kicking. The drums or
keyboard would add an ex-
clamation at the end of each
sentence and the audience
was ready to “raise a lively
chorus;” as they say in the
Caribbean.

It was June 25, the last
Caribbean Workers Out-
reach Project church service
of the season, as well as their
annual concert, where farm-
workers could share their
favourite gospel songs from
home.

It was an enthusiastic
and affirming audience.
The men in the front row
were laughing and applaud-
ing the musicians and were
soon on their feet clapping
and dancing along.

If anyone needed an eve-
ning of joy and the comfort-
ing sounds of home, it was
those men, who were griev-
ing the unexpected death of
Kemar Campbell, a young
coworker at PG. Enns farm.

That included Daniel
Brown, who had returned
for his third year in Niagara,
and was one of the front row
enthusiasts at the concert on
June 25. He would not sur-
vive the season to return,
however, also dying sudden-
ly, after moving to a Simcoe
farm about three months
after that concert.

Brown grew up close to
thelittle town of Mavis Bank,
perched high atop the Blue
Mountains in Jamaica. Its
the premier coffee growing
region, with Jamaican Blue
Mountain Coffee bringing
close to $100 a pound.

Due to pricing structures
of the controlling coffee
cartels, the coffee farmers
themselves are paid less per
box of unroasted fresh beans
than it costs for them to pro-
duceit.

Ironically, many of the
coffee farmers rely on em-
ployment with the farm
work programs in the Unit-
ed States and Canada so
they can afford the fertilizer
and costs to keep the fam-
ily farm going in the Blue
Mountains.

As in most small towns
in Jamaica, the social life
in the Mavis Bank area re-
volves around local church-
es. With so many men away
on overseas work programs,
churches provide the nec-
essary social and practical
support, especially during
hurricane season and other
crises.

Daniel and his family
were very active at the Pil-
grim Church of God, a lively
gospel hall church built on a
rocky outcrop overlooking

the lush mountainside and
the coastal city of Kingston
far to the south.

Singing, playing key-
boards and drums at
church, and performing at
youth conferences across
the island allowed him to
develop his gifts in a way
that brought joy to many.

His motto was “Why
worry when you can pray?”

Among his friends he
was known as ‘Lucky, but
his coworkers at PG. Enns
farm and Van Berlo potato
farms in Simcoe — where
he transferred to finish his
season in September — also
described him as a man of
strong faith who stuck to his
convictions.

He was proud of his
family and could not wait
to meet his one-month old
baby daughter when he re-
turned home at the end of
October.

But tragedy struck on
the morning of Sunday, Oct.
8. Safeana, Browns wife,
phoned him but received
no response, which was
highly unusual. She quickly
phoned his coworkers who
checked on him and found
him unresponsive in his
bed.

It is impossible to imag-
ine the impact of this trage-
dy on his wife, children and
family.

Brown’s close-knit sib-
lings Dane, Dale, DeAndre
and Jenive, and father Mar-
tell Brown are struggling
with the painful new real-
ity that he is not returning
home.

His sister Jenive had this
to share: “Daniel was a very
God-fearing man. We all
grew up in church and were
taught to put God at the cen-
tre of everything we do. He
was a family man, he loved
wholeheartedly. He found
humour in everything and
tried to make the best out
of every difficult situation.
He was loved by all who
came in contact with him,
mainly because of his sense
of humour and his down-to-
earth personality. We were
blessed to be born in a fam-
ily of singers, and that was
one of his best talents. He
could sing away any trou-
ble. The happiest I have ever
seen him was the day his
first daughter was born. She
brought even more light and
joy to his life and it pushed
him to work even harder
and to become an even bet-
ter person.”

His four-year-old daugh-
ter, Skaiila, who has been so
anxiously awaiting her dad-
dy’s return, will never again
feel his strong embrace. His
one-month-old  daughter,
Akalia, will grow up never
knowing how deeply her
father loved her, even before
he had a chance to hold her
in his arms.

On Sunday night, Oct.
15, coworkers at Van Berlo
farm gathered together for
an outdoor service, where
they had set up candles and
photos outside the door of
Daniel's bunkhouse.

The following night, they
watched the livestream vid-
eo of the community prayer
meeting held at the Brown
home, where for two and a
half hours the tributes and
stories poured in. It was
a small source of comfort
for his coworkers, who are
struggling to cope emotion-
ally after the death of an-
other close friend and team
member within the past few
months

There are many ques-
tions from the families re-
garding Daniel and Kemar’s
deaths that remain unan-
swered.

The Jamaican Ministry
of Labour has provided little
to no support for the fami-
lies or the coworkers who
have been traumatized by
the experience. The Cana-
dian government has nev-
er held an inquest into the
death of a farmworker.

Despite these added
challenges, families and
friends are holding on to
hope that this will change.

Listening to the stories
of Daniel’s influence and the
joy he brought to so many
was a moving experience
that will continue to touch
the lives of others.

May his life continue to
inspire us to be lifted up by

love.

THENOTLO o/ H

Daniel Brown with Dr. Kay Morris and coworkers at a recent church service.

Daniel Brown with his wife Safeana and daughter Skaiila, who will never feel his arms around her again. (Photos supplied)
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Pickleball players flock to new location

Mike Balsom
The Local

Niagara-on-the-Lake
Pickleball Club president
John Hindle stood by the
stage at Central Commu-
nity Centre, surveying the
six brand new courts full of
players both new and expe-
rienced, and the hundreds of
others waiting for their turn
to play.

“This is amazing,” he said
of the turnout for Sunday’s
open house. “This is the best
pickleball location in the re-
gion. Its exciting to see this
big turnout”

In terms of membership,
currently at 449 members
and growing as of Sunday
afternoon, the NOTL club is
the biggest in Niagara. With
the new courts now open,
Hindle expects that number
to climb to 500 by the end of
the year.

And with six courts at
Central and another three at
the NOTL Community Cen-
tre, the club now has enough
space to accommodate every-
one happily.

“This has been in the
works for three years, Hin-
dle said of the move to Cen-
tral. “Even before it opened.
And it’s spectacular. The high
ceilings are great for lobbing,
there are no windows on the
back wall so theres no glare,
and the lines are painted the
perfect colour”

Those lines were just laid
down last Friday. The choice
of blue paint on the floor
was deliberate, as Hindle
explained that the red and
green chosen in other loca-
tions around the region can
be difficult to see, especially
for about 12 per cent of men.

Central's Grant McArthur
said about 50 members of the
Central Community Church
congregation returned after
Sunday’s service to check out
the action.

‘I was just talking to
someone who came to see
what it was all about,” McAr-
thur told The Local. “They
ended up playing with some-
body from the club, who in
turn asked them what this
building was all about, and
they told them about the

church. So they made a con-
nection both ways””

Hindle also saw the ben-
efits of the two communi-
ties coming together in one
space.

“We have two audiences
here today;” he said. “The club
members are eager to check
out the new location, and we
have a big turnout from Cen-
tral. They're here to see whats
going on at their building. So
many new members are try-
ing the game out for the first
time. It's the perfect joining of
two exemplary organizations.”

The state-of-the-art floor-
ing is another bonus of the
new courts at Central. The
contrast between the con-
crete floor at Virgil's Centen-
nial Arena, where the club
members played this past
spring and summer, is clearly
evident.

“You can really feel the
difference;” said Dr. Francois
Viviers, a club member. “This
is so much easier on your
knees. It's very forgiving”

Vika Goodale and Maria
Mangiacasale were playing a
game with Greg and Joanne

Marandin. The Marandins were
first-timers from St. Davids.

“This is really close to
home,” Greg said Sunday.
“We were on a waitlist, so it’s
great that they opened this
place up. This is a great facili-
ty, and the game is alot of fun.
It’s easy on the old knees”

Judy Falardeau of St.
Catharines was invited by a
friend who is a member of
the club. She usually plays
pickleball at various locations
in the Garden City.

“T'm impressed with this
facility; she told The Local.
“It’s really nice”

At 21 years old, Zane
Clausen, the Junior A Niag-
ara Predators’ number one
goalie, was one of the young-
er players checking out the
new courts at Central.

“It’s a growing sport,” said
Clausen. “Its fun to be out
here hanging out with all
sorts of different people of all
ages. When I'm not training
I can swing over here, get a
little sweat on and have some
fun. Hopefully I can convince
some of the guys to come
over and play some pickleball

with me”

Though the club has not
yet decided if the NOTL
Pickleball Classic, which was
held this past spring at both
arenas in Virgil, will return
for 2024, Hindle said if it
does, they will consider using
the new venue for some of
the games.

“We have other events
that were planning” added
Hindle. “We have two of our
pros who play in the profes-
sional league. This would be
an ideal venue for another
specialty session like the one
we had to start last year’s
tournament. We can put 300
fans up top to see the profes-
sional players”

And Hindle is clearly
pleased that the new nets and
barriers the club purchased
for the tournament can now
be put to great use daily at the
new courts.

From McArthurs per-
spective, its gratifying to add
another user group to the slate
of activities taking place at
Central Community Centre.

“We have basketball, vol-
leyball, dance, and now pick-

leball,” McArthur said. “And
we have functions here in the
evenings, too. This is what
this building is for. You can't
have empty buildings. We're
really focusing on making
sure this place is used as
much as possible”

Meanwhile, the club holds
onto hope they will soon have
an outdoor facility to use. The
two-year court-imposed ban
on the open-air courts in Vir-
gil lapses on June 20.

“We continue to talk to
the town,” Hindle said. “We
dont know what the legal
repercussions would be of
us going back on there. The
good news is they haven't giv-
en the facility to anyone else
yet. And we continue to wait
to see what is happening with
Parks Canada and the ren-
ovations to the Queenston
Heights courts”

The new courts at Central
Community Centre are open
10 am. until 2 p.m. Monday
to Friday. Visit the clubs web-
site at sites.google.com/view/
notlpickleball-ca/ for infor-
mation on membership and

court bookings.

All six courts were busy Sunday at the Central Community Centre while others mulled about watching the action and waiting to play. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Club members Dr. Francois Viviers and Enzo Mancuso check out the new courts.

Judy Falardeau of St. Catharines came out to see the new courts, and liked what she saw.
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New players spark Preds’ scoring barrage

Mike Balsom
The Local

Niagara Predators coach
Kevin Taylor may just have
found what he was looking
for.

After losing their third
straight game last week,
Taylor told The Local he was
still searching for “that guy
who can put the team on his
back and find a way to win””
This week, the Preds signed
East Aurora, New York, na-
tive Gehrig Lindberg. The
defenceman tallied three
goals and two assists Satur-
day night in Niagaras 11-8
win against the Tottenham
Railers.

“We had our eye on this
guy for a while,” Taylor says.
“He’s phenomenal. He had
to go down to a Federal
Prospects Hockey League
camp first. When he became
available, Rob (owner and
president Turnbull) brought
him on”

Taylor says Lindberg,
who was the captain of the
Niagara Falls Canucks of
the Greater Ontario Junior
B Hockey League last year,
made an immediate impact
in practice last week.

“You could just tell there's
something special there,
says Taylor. “His presence on
the ice just changed the en-
tire practice. I think he is that
guy were looking for, and
there’s still more in the play-
er, more pieces of his puzzle,
that remain for us to see”

Lindberg only had one
practice with the team be-
fore going on his scoring run
in his debut Saturday night.

“This is a good oppor-
tunity to further my skills
and to further my career;
Lindberg says. “I'm happy
to be here, happy to help the
team. They’re a great group
of guys”

Lindberg was paired up
on the blueline for most of

the game with Aidan Jones,
but played a few shifts at for-
ward as well.

“I played a few games last
year in Niagara Falls at for-
ward,” he tells The Local. “I
know all the roles and can
help out where I'm needed”

Gehrig hopes this stint
with the Predators will lead
to an opportunity to catch
on with a professional team
either in Europe or in the
East Coast Hockey League.
He is also working toward
becoming a pilot, flying out
of Buffalo International and
Akron, NY Airport.

Lindberg scored the
Preds’ first goal early in
the first period Saturday at
Newmarkets Ray Twinney
Rec Centre. The Railers tied
it up before the period end-
ed, then a wild second peri-
od ensued. Ten goals were
scored in that frame, six by
Niagara, to take a 7-5 lead
after 40 minutes.

The third period was al-
most as wild, with the Pred-
ators outscoring Tottenham
4-3 in the final 20 minutes.

“Our team defence was
lacking” Taylor admits.
“There were a lot of re-
bounds in our end, and our
guys werent taking the man
in front of our net. Totten-
ham got a lot of rebound
goals. We didn't help (goal-
tender Mike) Mankowski as
well as we should have?”

Besides Lindbergs hat
trick, eight other Predators
found the back of the Railers’
net. NOTL native Josh Fre-
na, Rhys Jones, Isaac Locker,
Dylan Denning, Luca Fer-
nandez, Nick Savoie and Ya-
kov Shevchenko all scored,
as did Cameron Savoie in
his first game back with the
team since last season, when
he notched 18 goals and 25
assists in only 25 games.

“Its great to have Cam
back in the lineup,” says Tay-
lor of the 21-year-old from

ANDREWS LAW
PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION

St. Catharines who had been
dealing with a shoulder in-
jury since the end of the
2022-2023 season. “He adds
a huge presence and brings
leadership to the team?”

Savoie, in his final year
of Greater Metro Junior A
Hockey League eligibili-
ty, has been serving as the
team’s equipment manager
since week two of the young
season.

“I think Cam has the
ambition to coach;” Tay-
lor says. “He sees we have a
young team and he wants to
mentor some of the young-
er guys. He knows the game
and he’s learning about what
it takes to coach, too. We're
going to find a way to have
him keep his role with the
equipment and play at the
same time””

The 3-4-0 Preds have a
busy weekend coming up,
with three games on slate.
They host the Northumber-
land Stars Friday night, visit
Tottenham again on Satur-
day, then have a rare Sun-
day afternoon home game
against the currently 10-0-0
North York Renegades.

“Itll be nice to have our
first three-game weekend,’
says Taylor. “We've been
playing one game a week,
and I think attention spans
are pretty short these days.
It'1l be great to have back-to-
back-to-back games. There
won't be that memory lapse.
I'm a firm believer that to do
something right there has to
be repetition”

Game time Friday at Vir-
gil's Meridian Credit Union
Arena is 7:30 p.m.

Preds’ Cameron Savoie goes to the corner. (File photo)

Gehrig Lindberg comes to the Preds from the Niagara Falls Canucks. (Supplied)

SUPERIOR COUNTERTOPS
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QUARTZ | GRANITE

FREE STAINLESS STEEL SINK
WITH QUARTZ OR GRANITE COUNTERTOPS

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081

info@rjwandrews.ca

REAL ESTATE WILLS BUSINESS

HOURS: Monday to Friday 9 am -5 pm Saturday 10 am-1 pm
580 Read Rd., Units D & E, St. Catharines | 905-687-4949 | SUPERIORCOUNTERS.CA
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Remembrance Dinner
November 4, 2023

All Veterans
(members & non-members)
are invited for a
complimentary dinner
on Saturday, November 4

at 5:30pm

In the Edward Boldt Memorial Hall

upstairs (no elevator)

Tickets $20 each
for non-veterans
Pick up tickets from the bar
(410 King Street, NOTL)
by Monday October 30.

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 124 | 410 King St.,
905-468-2353 | legionl24@gmail.com

PLAGE YOUR COMING EVENT
COMMUNITY SOCIAL HERE

With or without a border,

colour graphics optional.
Prices starting at $25.
Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.
Call Joy 416-817-0920 or
email: joy@notllocal.com
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Glendale resident a ‘billet
mom’ to two Predators goalies

Mike Balsom
The Local

Being a long-time hockey
mom herself, Glendale resident
Shari Gidney knows how lone-
ly it can feel for a young athlete
to leave home to play the game
in another city.

So when Gidney’s daughter,
Stephanie Isherwood, left home
to take a firefighters position
in Northern Canada, Gidney
decided to help out the Greater
Metro Junior A Hockey League’s
Niagara Predators by offering to
billet goaltenders Zane Clausen
and Georgii Kodzaev.

“T've done this before,” she
tells The Local. “My son Nich-
olas (Gidney) played for the
Thorold Blackhawks in 2017-
2018 and we took in one of his
teammates, Spencer Blackwell
(from Erin, Ontario). It worked
out really well, so I decided to
give ita try again”

She adds that Nicholas had
a great billet family himself
when he played for the Mira-
michi Timberwolves in New
Brunswick in 2020-2021.

With Nicholas now study-
ing and playing hockey at Por-
tage College in Lac La Biche,
Alberta, Gidney, who calls her-
self a natural caregiver, decided
the time was right to help out
once again.

Originally she planned to
take in only North Dakota na-
tive Clausen, but after speaking
to Predators’ owner and presi-
dent Robert Turnbull, she real-
ized she had the space to take
in Kodzaev, who arrived from
Russia, as well.

“Its been good so far; she
says. “It’s pretty much like hav-
ing your kids in the house. Be-
cause they are older (Clausen is
21, Kodzaev is 18), 'm not hav-
ing to get them to the rink and
back. Zane does that. And they
help around the house, too. My
kids didn't always do that”

Turnbull says billet families
are expected to provide room
and board, and WiFi of course,
for Predators players. Each
player is supposed to have his
own private room unless there
is a request to share a room, as
he has seen in the past.

Predators goalies Zane Clausen (left) and Georgii Kodzaev relax with their Glendale ‘billet
mom’ Shari Gidney. (Mike Balsom)

Only one other Preda-
tor, Russian forward Georgy
Kholmovsky, is currently bil-
leting. He is staying with Paula
Aitken Puglisi.

“Billets are the backbone of
our program, says Turnbull
“We have numerous skilled play-
ers who want to come and play
for our team. Sometimes we
have to turn them down because
we cant find billets for them”

In the past, the Predators
and other teams in the league
have opted to rent an apart-
ment or home for a number of
players to stay together unsu-
pervised.

“Thats not ideal all the
time;” he says. “A couple of
times I did that and I had to
have the place monitored regu-
larly. It's much better for them
to live in a family home, where
they become part of the family”

In return for her efforts, the
Predators pay Gidney $600 a
month per player to cover food
costs. She and her family are also
provided with passes to all Pred-
ators home games in both the
regular season and the playofs.

“I recommend you don't
take your players to Costco
with you,” laughs Gidney. “I
did that once and the bill was
so high. I don't cook for them

vealoRSHIP

Sunday, October 29th

9:45 a.m.
Cornerstone Kids Sign In
(Nursery - Grade 8)

10:00 a.m.

Worship Gathering
Online & In-Person

Message: Jesus Network
(Adib from Afghanistan)
The Church Scattered
(Acts 11)

To advertise your
Yoishiy
R

in this section,
please contact:

joy@notllocal.com

every single day, because they
are older, but I always cook for
them on game days”

“Theyre very different in
what they like;” adds the di-
rector of sales and marketing
at Crystal Head Vodka. She
points first to Kodzaev and
then to Clausen. “He’s a sugar-
holic, and he drinks only wa-
ter. They don't eat as much as
I expected, and neither one of
them seems to gain a pound”

Sitting in her living room
the banter back and forth be-
tween the three is just what you
would expect from a family dy-
namic. The one thing they cant
agree on is the temperature in
the house; Gidney likes it cool,
and the boys like it a bit warmer.

Gidney says both have been
very helpful around the house.
They have mowed her lawn,
cleaned up the yard and taken
out the garbage for her every
week. The boys do their own
laundry as well.

Clausen drove his Toyota
SUV up from his North Dako-
ta home, so he squires Kodzaev
around, back and forth to the
gym at the community centre
and to the arenas in Vigil.

Kodzaev had a longer jour-
ney to get to Niagara, flying
first from Russia to Dubai,
then to Montreal and finally
to Toronto. With his parents
and older sister still back in his
hometown of Vladikavkaz in
the foothills of the Caucasus
on the Terek River, he admits
it helps to have a mother figure
like Gidney helping him out.

“Iknow that if we all lived in
ahouse together;” says Kodzaev
of the alternative of sharing a
house with his teammates, “the
dishes would never be cleaned
and the place would be a mess.
I lived like that in Sochi when I
was 16. I didn't like that?”

“When he first got here I
helped him out with a bunch
of things, Gidney says. “We
needed to open a bank account

here, and he needed to get a
new SIM card for his phone,
and a couple of other import-
ant details”

For Clausen, who billeted
with fellow Predator Jaroslav
Dohnal in Fort Erie when he
came to play in Niagara late last
season, Gidney’s Glendale loca-
tion is much more convenient.

“I was so far away, he says.
“It took me so long to get to the
arena. I really didnt get to do
much with the team outside of
the practices and games last year”

Though they are both goal-
ies, they say they dont talk
much about their position when
they are together. They've had
some board game nights, and
the team often heads to Bricks
and Barley on Four Mile Creek
Road following home games.

Gidney has shown the boys
a little bit of Niagara, as well.
She introduced them to Hydro
Hill as a great place to run, and
also took them to use the track
facility at Canada Games Park
in Thorold.

Over the holiday season in
December, Clausen will drive
back to North Dakota, while
Kodzaev will stay in Niagara
at Gidneys home. She plans
to include the young goalie in
any family activities that take
place over the season, and even
offered to celebrate Orthodox
Christmas with the Russian
native, who says he does not
recognize that celebration.

And of course there is no
commitment for Gidney be-
yond the end of the league sea-
son, which usually wraps up in
April.

Asan empty-nester, Gidney
insists she gets a benefit from
the billet situation as much as
the boys do.

“A bonus is that it's so nice
to get to know people;” she says.
“These are two really great kids.
I think I have a big heart, and I
love to help out. I'love to pay it
forward?
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Transparent
No Pressure

www.morganfuneral.com
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