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Volunteer firefighters learn how to fight flashover

Volunteer group  
hoping for  
three outdoor 
skating rinks

During a two-day training exercise at the Old Town station, about 40 volunteer firefighters were taught to recognize and pre-
vent flashover. Once an enclosed space has been engulfed, temperatures inside would exceed 1,200 degrees F, said Fire 
Chief Nick Ruller. (Mike Balsom)

Neighbours in the area of 
Anderson Lane may have de-
tected a slight odour of smoke 
this weekend, but it wasn’t a 
cause for concern. On the con-
trary, it was actually a reason to 
be reassured. 

About 40 volunteer fire-
fighters were trained at the 
Old Town station on the rec-
ognition and prevention of 
flashover. The Swede Survival 
System trailer, designed and 
delivered by Dräger Safety 
Canada, was parked outside 
the station. Firefighters took 
turns stepping inside for vital 

Former town councillor 
Paolo Miele has an ambitious 
ask of the town, one with not a 
lot of time for a response.

He was at council Monday 
with a proposal for a commu-
nity initiative involving three 
outdoor skating rinks on town 
property, backed by many res-
idents, some who have volun-
teered to help, he said.

He suggested one some-
where in St. Davids, one at 
the community centre and the 
third in the Virgil Sports Park.

The reason for asking the 
town’s support and locations, 
he explained, is the need to be 
covered by their insurance.

training on recognizing the 
dangerous signs that point to 
an enclosed area soon to be-
come suddenly inflamed from 
floor to ceiling. 

“It’s essentially a canister 
that allows us to observe fire 
conditions,” Fire Chief Nick 
Ruller explained. “We do live 
fire training at various occa-
sions across the region, but a 
lot of our focus there is search 
and rescue and advancing hose 
lines. This allows us to see a 
fire go right through a growth 
phase, into rollover, and ul-
timately that canister (the 
top level) goes into flashover, 
which is not survivable.”

Jonathan Wong, Dräger’s 

The total cost would be 
$8,250, $2,750 each, fund-
ed privately, said Miele, who 
has already raised $2,000. He 
doesn’t anticipate any diffi-
culty raising the remaining 
amount, he added.

“There’s nothing to be 
asked from the town or tax-
payers,” at least not in the 
funding of the project.

A local contractor has 
provided the quote to sup-
ply materials and install the 
rinks. “The only thing we need 
to do as a community is fill  
them, and flood them when 
needed.”

“We just need council sup-
port so we can move forward 

regional sales manager, ex-
plained the fire is stoked in a 
thermally-lined burn barrel 
in the upper chamber, which 
is lined on all sides, top and 
bottom, with plywood. The 
separation of the two cham-
bers allows the trainees to be 
protected in the lower section 
while observing the progres-
sion of the fire above.

Ruller said once an enclosed 
space has been engulfed, tem-
peratures inside would exceed 
1,200 degrees F and the gear worn 
by firefighters would only protect 
them for about two seconds. 

“What this does is allow our 
members to see the signs and 
conditions that lead up to flash-

over, and in turn they are given 
strategies to counteract it,” he 
added. “There’s a lot of discus-
sion in there on the effects of 
ventilation by opening the door, 
the effects of applying water and 
cooling gases even while you’re 
advancing toward the fire.”

Two instructors from Tri-
dent Fire Training and Consul-
tancy led five or six volunteer 
firefighters at a time into the 
structure, while a rapid in-
tervention team remained in 
close but safe proximity, ready 
to respond in the event of an 
emergency. Two fire trucks 
were parked outside and hoses 
were run into the trailer for use 
by the trainees. 

In an actual fire situation 
there isn’t so much time for anal-
ysis of the situation, so Ruller ex-
plained that opportunities such 
as this for training are crucial. 

“It’s time-sensitive,” Ruler 
said, “so we really push on in-
tuitive decision-making, and 
that’s drawn from experience 
and your training. We study 
line-of-duty deaths and near 
misses in the fire services. We 
hear that their life flashes be-
fore their eyes.” 

“That’s part of the fight or 
flight response,” Ruller con-
tinued. “Your mind is looking 
for something to draw from 
to get them out of the situation 
they’re in. What we’re doing 

here is giving them a deposit 
into that bank, so if they get 
into that situation, they can 
make that withdrawal. With-
out that type of experience they 
won’t be able to do that.”

Volunteers from all five Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake stations were 
involved in the weekend-long 
training. Ruller was impressed 
with the willingness of the fire-
fighters to give up their week-
end for the valuable session. 

“Nobody was forcing them 
to be here this weekend,” mar-
velled the chief. “They were 
all in. I was impressed with 
their willingness to learn, their  

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local
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There is no answer, and no return phone call, to provide an-
swers about textile drop-off boxes. (Photo supplied)
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NOTL man arrested on porn charges

Unanswered questions about 
bins for textile drop-offs 

Question arises over 
street name spelling 

A 39-year-old man and el-
ementary school teacher from 
Niagara-on-the-Lake has been 
arrested, and charged on three 
different counts involving por-
nography.

The Niagara Regional Po-
lice say they started an investi-
gation earlier this month that 

If anyone has gently used 
items of clothing to donate, there 
are two legitimate organizations 
in town interested in taking 
them: Newark Neighbours, and 
The Farmworker Hub.

However, there have also 
been some big green bins 
around town advertising for 
textile donations, but it’s a mys-
tery where donated items are 
going — there is nothing on the 
bin to indicate who is behind 
them.

Last week, Julia Buxton-Cox 
noticed one of the bins by the 
LCBO in Virgil, and called 
the number on the box twice, 
trying to find out more about 
where the donations were go-
ing, as did The Local. Messages 
left were not returned. The re-
cording says textiles donations 
“are being diverted from landfill 
and supporting local jobs.”

“I’m interested to know who 
the company is, especially be-
cause Newark Neighbours and 
The Farmworker Hub are both 
working hard to collect clothing 
to stay in town,” says Buxton-Cox.

“The company says that this 
clothing is helping to create jobs 
in our town, but I highly ques-
tion if that’s legit.”

Greg Chew, sales represen-
tative for Colliers International, 
developer of the plaza, said he 
has seen the collection bins in 
other locations. 

He too has left many mes-
sages when dealing with bins in 
Fort Erie and Virgil, and hasn’t 
received a response, he says.

A recent brief comment 
during a town council meet-
ing highlighted the confusion 
over the spelling of Mississagua 
Street, which may have some 
residents confused as well.

It had been spelled correctly, 
at least according to the town, 

included uniform patrol offi-
cers and the internet child ex-
ploitation unit looking into the 
sexual exploitation of a child.

The Grade 7 teacher at For-
estview Public School in Niaga-
ra Falls has been removed from 
his duties, says the District 
School Board of Niagara.

On Oct. 23, Weston Thomas 
Nesbitt was arrested and charged 
with one count of possession of 

The company did not ask 
permission to place their bin on 
the LCBO site in Virgil, he adds. 
“I have the same questions and 
concerns that you and residents 
have raised regarding who they 
are and where the donations 
end up,” Chew said in an email 
to The Local.

“I don’t believe this bin de-
sign is safe, and I find it strange at 
best that there is no name on it.”

Chew says he supports 
clothes being recycled and re-
used, “however the behaviour 
of this company, whoever they 
are, I will not support. I had my 
maintenance team remove the 
bin earlier this week for all of 
those reasons.”

Buxton-Cox encourages 
people to drop off clothing do-

in a motion made by Lord May-
or Betty Disero. But one of the 
town councillors asked for it to 
be changed to Mississauga Street, 
a much more common spelling, 
but not the one the town uses.

Residents may remember a 
time when both spellings could 
be found on street signs, but it 
seems those spelled Mississauga 
have been replaced.

Museum curator Sarah 
Kaufman, when asked about 
historical references to the street 
name, says this: “It’s funny you 
bring this up, as we had an in-
quiry about this a few years ago. 
There are two main spellings of 
the word that are out in the com-
munity: Mississauga or Mississa-
gua. No one has delved into the 
research on this to my knowl-
edge. However, while taking a 
quick look at early maps that 

child pornography, one count of 
making child pornography and 
one count of making child por-
nography available.

In a letter to Forestview fam-
ilies, Darren VanHooydonk su-
perintendent of education with 
the DSBN, told parents that as 
soon as the board learned this 
information from the Niagara 
Regional Police, he was removed 
from his duties, and will not be 

nations at The Farmworker Hub, 
at 1570 Niagara Stone Rd., by the 
door at the side of Cornerstone 
Church. There is a donation bin 
for items that are distributed free 
to offshore farm workers.

She also suggests Newark 
Neighbours, which has a food 
barn and thrift store on John 
Street, off the driveway for 
Riverbend Inn. Newark has 
been looking after the needy 
in NOTL for 50 years, and do-
nations of clothing, linens and 
small household items help lo-
cal low-income families. 

She warns against poten-
tial scams, especially, she says, 
“when two agencies in town are 
working so hard to provide for 
migrant workers and low-in-
come families.”

show street names or the point 
names (Mississauga Point is the 
name of the point on which the 
lighthouse used to exist, and now 
you see the tower of Fort Mis-
sissauga from the NOTL Golf 
Course), there are a number of 
spellings: Massassagua, Massis-
saugua, Messessagua, etc..”

Kaufman says early cartog-
raphers probably weren’t sure of 
how the Indigenous word was 
spelled, so they used the phonet-
ic spelling.

“I’m not sure who decided 
that the point would be called 
Mississauga Point. It could have 
been the Mississauga Nation, but 
I’m willing to bet that it was like-
ly the British who purchased the 
long track of land along the Ni-
agara River from the Mississauga  

returning to any DSBN school. 
“This news is distressing to 

the principal and staff at For-
estview, and we understand 
that it is upsetting for families 
as well. It is possible that your 
child may have feelings about 
this news that they would like 
support with. We are commit-
ted to providing for the needs 
of our students and have ar-
ranged for social workers to be 

at our school all week if need-
ed,” the letter said.

As part of their ongoing in-
vestigation, the Niagara Region-
al Police are asking anyone with 
information about this case or 
the suspect to contact them. 

“If you or your children 
have any information that 
you would like to share with 
police, please contact them at 
905-688-4111,” the letter said. 

“Additionally, the DSBN is con-
ducting its own investigation 
into this matter.” 

Nesbitt was held in custody 
pending a bail hearing Sunday, 
Oct. 24, 2021, by way of vid-
eo at the Robert S.K. Welch 
Courthouse.

Members of the public are 
also encouraged to report crimes 
anonymously through Crimes-
toppers at 1-800-222-TIPS.
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Chief gets nod to take step toward station expansion

‘In a fire there isn’t 
much time for analysis’

A Swede Survival System trailer parked outside Old Town station 
provided vital training for volunteer firefighters. (Mike Balsom)

Fire Chief Nick Ruller has 
been given the okay to take the 
next step toward a $1.5 million 
extension to the Old Town fire 
station.

Councillors have agreed to 
spend $90,000 for a consultant 
to design the addition, which 
will include offices for current 
full-time fire department staff 
who now work out of the oper-
ations centre in Virgil. 

Ruller made a case for hav-
ing six staff members, who are 
already available to respond to 
emergency calls, located in the 
Old Town, which is suffering 
from a decreasing number of 
volunteers. Having staff close 
by and ready to attend a fire 
will reduce their response time, 
especially given the increasing 
traffic to the Queen Street area, 
he said.

His request was to help sup-
port the delivery of the volun-
teer model, aiding the recruit-
ing and retention of volunteer 
firefighters, while managing 
growth in the town and lever-
aging existing staff, he said.

Although he ended up with 
unanimous support, it didn’t 
come easily.

When reminded about 
continuing requests that in-
volve large expenses for the fire 
department, including two new 
trucks and new equipment, 
and questioned whether there 
were other alternatives to con-
sider, he was asked by Coun. 
Erwin Wiens, “If we don’t give 
you the $1.5 million, are there 
other things you can do?”

Ruller said he has con-
sidered alternatives, such as 
Glendale and Virgil, but the 
Old Town is the area where it’s 
difficult to get volunteers, and 
is also the area with the greatest 
risk, due to its density, heritage 
buildings and the transient 
population from tourism.

“I completely  appreciate 
I’m before you once again look-
ing for another initiative, but as 
you are aware it’s my responsi-
bility to bring these things for-
ward to you. It’s not Nick Ruller 
asking, it is very much your 
fire chief looking at it from the 
perspective of the community, 
and what I genially believe is in 
their best interest. I don’t take 
for granted at all the support 
I’ve had from this council for 
the fire department.”

Coun. Clare Cameron said 
she was “unquestioning” in her 

interest, and their engagement 
with the questions.” 

The chief accompanied the 
first group into the canister and 
also joined the instructors and the 
volunteers inside the station for a 
debrief following the experience. 

“They talked about how it 
was interesting to see the ef-
fects of ventilation,” Ruller said 
after the meeting. “They talked 
about the importance of door 
control and how it impacts fire 
growth. And how little water is 
required to change conditions 
in that compartment, and the 
effects of the steam in suppress-
ing the fire. And how quickly 
fire regrowth occurs.”

For relatively new recruit 
Rebecca van der Zalm, it was 
her first time inside an en-
closed space in a fire situation. 

“I’ve never been in a burn-
ing building,” van der Zalm ex-
plained. “When we walked in I 
kind of hung to the back to see 
what was going to happen. By 
the time I went to the front I was 
really comfortable in handling 
the hose and watching the flames 
and the smoke over top of us.”

At the back of the trail-
er, van der Zalm said it was 
very dark inside, especially 
with smoke filling the low-
er chamber. She couldn’t see 
much beyond two of her fel-
low firefighters in front of her. 
The controlled environment, 
though, made her at ease in the 
training situation.

“It was very interesting to 
see the changes,” she said. “They 
(the instructors) were talking 
through it, explaining what they 
were going to do. We would 

support.  The current request is 
not new, “has been in multiple 
aligned plans and has a con-
nection to strategy at the town.” 
She supported the initiative 
without hesitation, she said, 
for the safety of the communi-
ty, with NOTL firefighters  the 
town’s only first responders, 
attending not only to fires but 
other emergency calls, includ-
ing vehicle collisions, medical 
calls and general assistance, 
most in the Old Town area.

“We’ve gone through 18 
months and more of asking 
people to make incredible sac-
rifices in the name of safety. 
Why would we not go forward 
unquestioning with an import-
ant investment in an opportu-
nity to help support one of the 
operational bulwarks of safety 
in our community, which is 
through our fire department?”

Cameron added her thanks 
to Ruller, “for continuing to try 
to articulate how this issue of 
safety is connected with issues 
of affordability and economic 
opportunity in our town. Peo-
ple need to see how these big 
pieces fit together.”

Ruller told The Local he is 
trying to act in the residents’ 
best interest, and responding to 
the town’s strategic plan, posi-
tioning the fire department  for 
the future.

“We put a ton of effort into 
ensuring every report is com-
prehensive, making a com-
plete case, backed with strong 
data to support our position,” 
he said. This is the third time 
this particular issue has come 
forward in third-party reports, 
and “these recommendations 
have been highlighted again 
and again.”

The agreement to move 
forward with the hiring of 
a consultant was important 
in getting the project shov-
el-ready, for the purpose of tak-
ing advantage of some of the 
grant opportunities he’s seeing, 
he added.

Although the firefighting 
organization has responded to 
growing pressure throughout 
NOTL, the Old Town is ex-
periencing unique challenges 
— from 25 volunteers and 160 
responses to calls in 1996, when 
the majority of volunteers lived 
in the Old Town and worked in 
NOTL, there are now 14 volun-
teer firefighters assigned to the 
Old Town station, only eight of 
whom live in the station’s catch-
ment area, which is on pace to 
respond to 320 calls in 2021.

watch for the smoke change, we 
would shoot a little bit of water 
and put the flame out. They 
would shut the door and ev-
erything would calm down. As 
soon as they opened the door 
and the oxygen came back it 
would ignite the fire again.”

For van der Zalm, it was 
also her first time handling the 
hose in a small confined area. 
Prior to stepping into the struc-
ture the volunteers had a crash 
course in handling the fire hose 
while laying flat on the ground. 

“It was a sweet experience,” 
she enthused while smiling 
broadly. “I’m really glad I’m here.”

Ruller explained that 
through the weekend, each 
group would step into the can-
ister twice. 

“The next burn will be 
more focused on hose line ad-
vancement and backing out 
when conditions change. That’s 
the other element. When you 
know you’re in over your head, 
how do you safely back out 
from putting yourself at risk.”

Ruller reflected on his ear-
ly career as a firefighter, when 
he found himself in some re-
al-time  situations where he 

With the erosion of staff, 
Ruller said, his proposal pres-
ents a real opportunity to reduce 
response time by supplement-
ing volunteers with daytime 
staff currently working out of 
operations building in Virgil — 
staff who are considered opera-
tional when needed.

He suggested that as well as 
the 3,280 square-foot addition, 
the fire station should be given 
a public entrance, which they’re 
missing now, and an extend-
ed driveway to Niagara Stone 
Road, allowing for emergency 
exits while avoiding the inter-
section with Anderson Lane.

The addition would also in-
clude an accessible washroom, 
and two gender neutral show-
ers - currently, he said, the sta-
tion has one men’s washroom 
with a shower.

To continue the town’s ex-
isting volunteer delivery mod-
el, “we are going to have to look 
at creative solutions,” he told 
councillors.

His proposal will have 
nominal impact on operating 
costs, other than utilities for 
the extra space, but the exten-
sion would incur capital costs 
of about $1.5 million, which 
could be “100 per cent fi-
nanced by development charge 
reserves,” and would have no 
direct impact on taxpayers.

Proceeding with a design 
now with the aid of a consul-
tant, for a build that could be 
a couple of years away, would 
allow the project to be shov-
el-ready so the town could “po-
tentially access infrastructure 
grants that we’re seeing come 
forward.”

And although it’s an expen-
sive fix, “we have to consider 
the consequences if we do not 
take action to better support 
the volunteer service delivery 
model,” he said.

In 2020, the current model 
of volunteer firefighters cost 
the town $470,000. To have 
four career firefighters available 
for daytime only, would cost 
$1,200,000, he pointed out.

His proposal highlights the 
benefit of leveraging the six 
full-time firefighting staff, who 
are all also front-line firefight-
ers who have come through 
the ranks as volunteers, and are 
already part of the operational 
staff when they’re working at 
their administrative duties.

If they’re needed, “they can 
hop on a truck, and if they’re 
not, they can just walk back to 
their desk.”

and his colleagues faced rapidly 
changing conditions and had 
to retreat. At the time he had 
undergone specific training on 
how and when to retreat. 

He jumped at the chance 
to host the Dräger system so 
volunteers from all NOTL fire 
stations would have the oppor-
tunity to be better prepared. 

“We’re five kind of distinct 
urban areas,” said Ruller. “But 
we are very much one depart-
ment. If we have a structure fire 
we’re getting trucks from all 
five stations. We have worked 
over the past five years to break 
down some of the silos and 
make sure we are one cohesive 
unit. A lot of standardization 
has occurred over the years.”

The weekend training was 
all about providing the best level 
of preparation possible, to en-
sure firefighters’ safety and sur-
vival every time they respond to 
situations across NOTL.

“If we don’t provide these 
opportunities, it leaves our 
firefighters vulnerable,” Ruller 
concluded. “It’s about meeting 
the needs of the volunteers, but 
in turn, it’s of tremendous value 
to the public as a result.”

He pointed out other Ni-
agara municipalities with vol-
unteer fire departments are 
all using a fire station for ad-
ministration offices, “to better 
leverage staff for operational 
purposes as well.”

The move would also im-
prove the lives of the volun-
teers, he added. As a former 
volunteer firefighter, he said, 
“you don’t want to let your 
team down when a call comes 
in, but firefighters often have 
young kids at home in their 
care. Better supporting this 
station is a great opportunity to 

support volunteer firefighters, 
and build that roster up from 
some of the decreases we’ve 
seen over the years.”

When volunteers are run-
ning out to their fourth call of 
the day at dinner time, the first 
one having come in when they 
were getting their kids off to 
school, he said, “it can be very 
demanding for our firefight-
ers.” The move to the Old Town 
“is about helping them strike a 
balance.”

Lord Mayor Betty Disero 
asked Ruller where the propos-
al to amalgamate the Queen-

ston and Virgil stations lies 
in priority relative to the Old 
Town station.

Ruller explained that while 
the consolidation has been sup-
ported in principal, it won’t be 
considered until one of the sta-
tions is reaching the end of its life, 
and action has to be taken. That 
isn’t expected to occur in the next 
10 years, and when it does, the 
demand for services in those two 
areas will be reevaluated.

Consolidation, he said, 
“didn’t present any improved 
level of service for the public 
until 2030 or beyond.”

Penny Coles
The Local
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Free dental care appointments, one day only
A local dental clinic in Ni-

agara-on-the-Lake will be of-
fering a Gift from the Heart, 
providing one full day of free 
dental care to those in need.

Dr. Daniela Matijevic, 
owner of Dental Care Niagara, 
is donating a day at her clinic, 
under the auspices of a national 
non-profit charity which pro-
vides vulnerable Canadians 
who encounter financial barri-
ers to essential dental care.

Matijevic says even 
pre-pandemic, she was aware 
of local residents who were not 

looking after their dental care 
due to financial struggles, espe-
cially seniors on fixed incomes. 
However, she says, the situation 
seems to have worsened during 
the pandemic.

Matijevic says it is her way 
to give back to the community, 
and help those in need — the 
under-serviced, the neglected 
and those without dental insur-
ance or on a fixed income.

“I think the pandemic has 
made us reflect on our lives 
in general,” she says, “and all 
of us have experienced some 
difficulties, even me. I worry 
about those who have fallen 
through the cracks. I feel for 

these people, and I want to 
help. Dentistry is expensive, 
and is out-of-reach for some 
people, now more than ever. If 
we all intervene, just a little bit, 
everyone could have access to 
basic dental care. Everyone has 
a right to that.”

Her services and that of her 
dental clinic staff will be donat-
ed, and there are other dentists 
and hygienists from Toronto 
and other areas coming for the 
day, Nov. 6, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., to 
offer their help as well.

Services offered will in-
clude free teeth cleaning, tooth 
extraction, or fillings — the ba-
sics, she says. 

The Gift from the Heart 
organization helps organize 
the day, and appointments 

must be made by emailing  
info@giftfromtheheart.

If it turns out to be a suc-

cessful day, Matijevic says,  
she would like to make it an an-
nual event.

Penny Coles
The Local

Mississauga probably correct
Nation in 1781,” she said, ref-
erencing the Niagara Treaty of 
1781, also known as the Niagara 
Purchase.

“I’m guessing at this only be-
cause the earliest map I saw with 
the name came from the 1790s. 
Fort Mississauga was built during 
the War of 1812 and it was, of 
course, named for the point on 
which it was built,” says Kaufman.

“I would lean towards the cor-
rect spelling as being Mississauga, 
since that is how the Indigenous 
Nation for which it was likely 
named spells it. I believe Mis-
sissauga Street is called that be-
cause it leads from Niagara Stone 
Road (formerly the Black Swamp 
Road) towards Mississauga Point. 
Last I checked, which was a long 
while ago, the town’s street signs 
spell it incorrectly.”

Interestingly, an online 
search for the origin of the spell-
ing of Mississagua Street brought 
up a TripAdvisor comment. A 

visitor from Windsor says, “I’ve 
been puzzled by this for years and 
I’m not sure if somebody already 
answered this before. Is the main 
road from the QEW to Niagara- 
on-the-Lake called Mississauga 
Street or Mississagua Street, once 
you enter the town? Bed and 
breakfasts, restaurants and hotels 
call the street Mississauga but 
Google maps and the town labels 
it as Mississagua (pronunciation 
difference?? I think there is).

A response from someone 
who calls himself fallsdude says 
“the correct spelling is Missis-
sagua, named after Fort Mis-
sissagua, which you see across 
the golf course at the north end 
of the street. I believe the story 
is that the Anglicized name of 
the Native Peoples of the area - 
“Missisakis” - was often spelled 
(or misspelled) both ways by the 
British and French, with both 
versions preserved in some plac-
es in Ontario.”

He correctly points out 
there is a Mississagua Lake in 

the Kawarthas, but is incorrect 
about the fort: research shows 
it as always having been spelled 
Fort Mississauga.

Town staff did not reply to 
a request of any history of the 
street name, other than for-
warding Kaufman’s response to 
an email to her from The Local, 
on which she copied the town. 
Town documents, planning and 
otherwise, seem equally split be-
tween the two spellings.

Donald Combe, an author 
of several books, including one 
on street names in town, pro-
vided information similar to 
Kaufman’s, that the earlier maps 
of Niagara identify Mississauga 
Point, the place where an early 
lighthouse was built to guide 
ships into the mouth of the river 
and harbour.

By the time Europeans had 
arrived, the people known as 
the Mississaugas had occupied a 
good part of what is now Ontario.

During the War of 1812, the 
rubble from buildings destroyed 
by fire was used to build Fort 
Mississauga. “This street was 
originally called Fifth Street,” 
says Combe’s research, going 
directly from Mississauga Point 
to the outskirts of town, where 
it becomes Niagara Stone Road.

Although the town list of 
street names spells it Mississa-
gua, it seems Kaufman is likely 
correct when she says at some 
point, the town got it wrong, un-
less there is research that shows 
otherwise.

Continued from page 2

Dr. Daniela Matijevic, dentist; Adrieanne Beasley and Aundrea Natale, dental assistants; Linsey 
Henry, dental hygienist, Sandy Pellizzer, dental assistant, Melissa Marr, dental assistant, and Julie 
Dickson, receptionist, will be donating their time to help people in the community. (Photo supplied)

Gateway Community Church 
bicycle drop-off Saturday

Bikes For Farmwork-
ers, a volunteer orga-
nization supplying safe 
roadworthy bicycles for 
temporary farmworkers, is 
in need of used, repairable 
adult donated bicycles for 
their 2022 refurbishing 
program.  

All bicycles go through 

a 50-point rebuilding 
program, and are then 
supplied to temporary 
farmworkers at a modest 
cost. After sales service in-
cludes no cost repairs and 
a free loaner bike if needed 
during the repair process. 
During the past year Bikes 
For Farmworkers supplied 
297 refurbished bicycles, 
while repairing 205, but 
their supply of repairable 

bikes for next year is cur-
rently extremely low.

Gateway Communi-
ty Church is continuing 
their support of Bikes For 
Farmworkers by having a 
bicycle drop-off between 
11 a.m. and 2 p.m., Satur-
day, Oct. 30 at, the church 
located at 1615 Niagara 
Stone Road in Virgil.

Anyone who would 
like to donate a repair-
able bicycle is encouraged 
to drop it off at Gate-
way Community Church 
where the Bikes For Farm-
workers team will gladly 
receive your donation.

Anyone with bikes to 
donate but can’t get to the 
church Saturday can call 
Mark Gaudet at 289-783-
1684, or Terry Weiner at 
905-321-8638.

Ken Eden
Special to The Local

Bikes for Farmworkers volunteers Mark Gaudet, Terry Weiner and Ken Eden are asking for 
bikes they can repair over the winter, to be ready for farmworkers when they return in the 
spring. (File photo)

REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca
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PAID ADVERTISEMENT

It is with tremendous 
excitement that we an-
nounce that two of Ni-
agara’s oldest and most 
prestigious Law Firms 
are joining ranks to gain 
strength with combined 
talents and synergies to 
better position ourselves 
for important legal ser-
vice to Niagara residents. 

The partners of Lancaster 
Brooks & Welch LLP and 
Chown Cairns LLP have 
agreed to become Lan-
caster Chown & Welch 
LLP effective January 1, 
2022, which starts our 
140th year offering legal 
advice in Niagara. 

Client focused and future 
driven, our goals include 

exploring and expand-
ing our legal practice 
offerings and attracting 
talented young associate  
lawyers and legal staff, 
while responding to our 
clients’ needs in dynamic 
new ways. 

“This merger enables excit-
ing opportunities for us to 
expand our legal services 
that will benefit our clients 
for decades to come.” 

Michael Mann
—Senior Partner  

Lancaster Brooks & 
Welch LLP

In the coming weeks there 
will be many more details 
to share as we move to-
ward merging our two 
Firms. Until January 1st, 

2022, we will operate as 
separate firms. 

“Clients can expect from 
Lancaster Chown &  
Welch a meaningful expe-

rience with the knowledge 
and confidence that we  
put their needs first. Our 
track record of success  
includes service, experi-
ence, personal attention, 

advocacy, and trust.” 
Roseanne Trivieri 
—Senior Partner  

Chown Cairns LLP

We remain committed 

to serving this great re-
gion with sound legal 
advice. Merger inqui-
ries may be directed to  
gadam@lblawyers.com or  
veronica@chownlaw.com.

Two of Niagara’s most prestigious firms join forces
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No Christmas parade this winter, but maybe an outdoor rink

For the second year, 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Christmas Parade has been 
cancelled.

That’s disappointing to 
many who look forward to 
what is widely billed — at 
least across this town — as 
the best parade around. 

Certainly for a small 
town, NOTL has tradition-
ally hosted a big parade of 
more than 100 entries, in-
cluding some of the best 
floats and bands around.

It has always been one 
of my favourite events, not 
only for the great parade, 
but as an opportunity to 
bring family together. For 
many years, we’ve gathered 
at the NOTL Golf Club for 
breakfast pre-parade. It’s 
always a scrumptious meal 
amongst good company, 
helps to avoid the traffic 
in and out of town, and 
there is no problem finding 
parking spots. After break-

a much-reduced, less tradi-
tional event would take its 
place, those responsible for 
keeping their community 
safe decided to do just that.

It is sounding like a 
smart move — with a slight 
rise in cases in Niagara, the 
age group that is now most 
likely to be unvaccinated, in-
fected, and spreading infec-
tion, would be the age group 
most likely to attend the 
event, putting kids at risk. As 
much as we all enjoy a good 
parade, it’s not worth it.

The event that will take 
place ensures Santa visits 
all five NOTL communi-
ties, on a festive float, and 
if nothing else, we can get 
outside and wave at Santa, 
since for those of us who 
aren’t golfers probably only 
see him once a year.

Community  
skating rinks

On the better news 
front, one which might 
have people grateful for 
a decision council made 
this week, is the possibili-

fast, it’s simple to walk to 
our usual spot, enjoy the 
parade — picture-taking 
also involved for me — and 
then spend the rest of the 
day together, since some 
family members travel 
from out of town.

Over the years, as more 
grandchildren have come 
along, our number has 
grown. For the 2019 pa-
rade, we had breakfast res-
ervations for 18. I’ll miss it 
again this year, for sure.

Although there won’t 
be a traditional parade, 
there will be an opportuni-
ty to see Santa this Christ-
mas season. The town is 
planning another Santa 
Around the Town event, 
“remaining diligent and 
mindful of COVID-19 re-
strictions and public health 
recommendations,” said a 
recent press release.

Town staff and the 
NOTL Christmas Com-

ty of outdoor skating rinks 
around the community.

While former council-
lor Paolo Miele was the one 
to make a presentation at 
council, he’s not on his own 
— he has a large number of 
community members be-
hind him. 

He was asking council 
to endorse the concept, 
agree to three locations on 
municipal property, and 
provide the insurance.

Insurance is key, he 
says, and not something 
a group of volunteers can 
handle on their own.

The discussion almost 
derailed when councillors 
began talking about doing 
what they always do — 
asking for a staff report, 
which would have meant a 
lot more talk this year, with 
maybe a skating rink next 
winter.

But Coun. Erwin Wiens 
intervened, explaining that 
would take  up valuable 
staff time, when what was 
really needed was to ask 
Miele to provide a more 

mittee agreed the event “is 
a great alternative to our 
traditional and beloved 
Santa Parade.”

It may not be that great 
an alternative — certain-
ly many commenting on 
social media aren’t im-
pressed, especially with 
restrictions lifted across 
the province and other 
communities announcing 
they’re going ahead with 
their parades.

But we can rest assured 
it will be a safe event, and 
given all we have been 
through, for the most part 
managing to keep each oth-
er safe, that is important.

And to give the town 
decision-makers a break, 
the decision couldn’t be 
made at the last minute. A 
lot of planning goes into a 
parade, especially NOTL-
style, and we can be sure 
when the debate took place 
about whether a parade or 

detailed plan.
Miele told The Local 

this morning he was grate-
ful councillors agreed to 
that, and he hopes to be 
presenting a plan for the 
three rinks to staff soon. He 
has a lot of people wanting 
to participate, and hoping 
to have at least one rink 
this winter, even if only for 
a couple of months.

Many of us become 
nostalgic when we think 
about skating outdoors 
with friends and family — 
as cold as it gets outside, 
it’s a warm and fuzzy feel-
ing inside, leaving us with 
great memories.

Thank you Paolo for 
trying to turn a great idea 
into reality, and best of luck 
— with your fundraising, 
your volunteers, and most 
of all, the support from the 
town you’ll need to have  
families skating outdoors 
at community rinks this 
winter.

Penny Coles
The LocalHavest Barn in St. Catharines  

offering trip down memory lane
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

residents who remember 
Doug Dineley with fond-
ness, both as the former 
owner of Harvest Barn in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
a local who felt giving back 
to the community was im-
portant, will have a chance 
to catch up with at a special 
celebration in St. Catha-

rines this weekend.
He will be on-hand for 

a customer appreciation 
event, and would love to see 
some of his friends and cus-
tomers come out for a visit.

It would be great to see 
Doug, and say thanks for 
what he started here in 
NOTL.

Dineley will join Kevin 
Baum, both NOTL resi-
dents, to greet customers. 
Baum, the owner of the St. 

Catharines market, is also 
known for his strong, long-
time connection to the Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake market.

There will be apple ci-
der, cookies and cupcakes, 
and lots of memorabil-
ia, photos, and stories to 
share.

Outdoor seating will be 
available to allow for phys-
ical distancing. St. Catha-
rines Harvest Barn is located 
at 1179 Fourth Ave.

Penny Coles
The Local
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip
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Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

King Edward VII re-
quests Sherlock Holmes 
(Christopher Lee) to safe-
guard the passage of the Star 
of Africa to England, in Inci-
dent at Victoria Falls (Prime 
1992). The fabled jewel is 
stolen and several murders 
ensue. The film is very dated 
and almost quaint, but re-
mains interesting.

Donald Combe is a re-
tired English teacher who 
loves to go to movies. Until 
he resumes going to the-
atres, he has graciously 
agreed to share his opin-
ions, through “short and 
sweet” exclusives, of Net-
flix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch

Letters! We want letters!
If you have a letter to the editor you’d like to see 
published, please send it to penny@notllocal.com. 
Please try to keep it to about 350 words. Sorry, but we 
won’t publish anonymous letters. And please stick to 
the issue at hand, rather than attacking those involved. 
The deadline is Monday at noon.

Christopher Lee
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Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

COMMENT

Setting dangerous precedence for NOTL, again

 In the day and age of news 
and information overload, did 
any of you miss the bit about 
the destruction of protected 
habitat at 524 York Road?

I did, and found myself dis-
turbed at yet another removal 
of natural heritage within our 
town’s boundaries.

This is the wooded ravine 
adjacent to the Holiday Inn 
Express, located in an area that 
has been subject to explosive 
development over the past five 
to 10 years.      

The cutting mysteriously 
took place sometime between 

NOTL”s identity to developers, 
a place that is easy to infiltrate 
with little regard for the environ-
ment or fear of repercussions.

It seems we are now left 
with options of either rezon-
ing the affected area so that the 
road is no longer technically in 
a protected natural area, or to 
physically scrap the road en-
tirely and have the developer 
replant trees in its wake. 

We all know developers 
can afford slaps on the wrist 
and the funds to replant a 
few meagre trees. Is this their 
green pass into NOTL?

These sorts of events just 
seem to happen with unspec-
ified dates and a “we didn’t 
know” mentality. I’ve seen it 
many times within the past 10 
years in this town, long before 
many of the current council-
lors and decision-makers were 
even present in NOTL. The 

2017 and now. If that seems like 
an oddly large timeline to bring 
up in late 2021, we should fo-
cus on the larger oddity that 
the town only began discussing 
the Vrancor Group’s negligence 
a few weeks ago, well after the 
land had been severely altered. 

Interestingly, town repre-
sentatives have said town staff 
are too busy to inspect every 
project regularly, and that the 
town generally trusts that de-
velopers will follow the rules.

My challenge to this view-
point is that this is simply not a 
credible excuse. I politely have 
to ask, who are we kidding 
when we say that we don’t 
have enough staff? 

We live in a town where, 
per-capita, we are one of the 
wealthiest municipalities in 
Canada. We pay incredible tax 
rates, pay for parking, main-
tain showy gardens, and have 

older I get, the more painful it 
gets to watch.

Coun. Allan Bisback ap-
pears to be the only councillor 
who asked for responsible devel-
opment accountability on this 
site in a previous public meeting, 
for which I applaud his efforts. 

To me, news like this sets a 
dangerous precedence of what 
developers can and can’t get 
away with in our town. As a 
concerned local and biologist, 
I feel this is not a reputation 
we should be proud of. This a 
recurring theme that can be 
stopped with a change in atti-
tude and perspective. Can our 
town grow a spine to developers 
and find ways to efficiently reg-
ulate how our natural heritage 
is used, or abused? Ecosystems 
like the one near the Glendale 
Ave./York Road hotels serve 
our quality of community life 
and provide shelter for southern 

full, unfiltered access to those 
with environmental, legal, and 
planning expertise all around 
us. We live in a rare, one per 
cent jackpot to do things right. 

Maybe I am missing a 
point here, but how hard 
would it be for the town to hire 
professionals tasked to mon-
itor the surge of development 
demand, which this town is 
certainly no stranger to? I can 
fully appreciate why NOTL 
would be an attractive, utopian 
hub for a grand development, 
and I should also clarify that I 
am not anti-development, as 
that would be an unrealistic 
stance on the issue.

Rather, we dangerously 
transcend deeper into a theme 
of “cut first, ask or pay later,” 
while seemingly playing a game 
with our less than 10 per cent of 
remaining original forest cover-
age, slowly but surely becoming 

Ontario’s inherent biodiversity. 
Will we see more of this? 

Will I have to continually tell my 
young students, and the town 
alike, that money talks, but only 
when it wants to be heard? Will 
I have to write more articles like 
this one, careful of my tone, but 
honestly just fed up with this 
ongoing issue? Is anyone else 
healthily fed up, or is it just me?

By the time our town is 
done making ambitious and 
cuddly two, five and 10 year 
plans, we will nearly be out of 
natural heritage to protect at 
this rate. I say work with time, 
not against it. 

On that note, the area of 
wetland on the south of York 
Road, in the supplied 2018 
photo, has also been filled in 
over the past few weeks. An-
other one bites the dust. 

We can do way better than 
that, NOTL. 

Feature your business in our
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to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm

The full page is made up of a 

HALF PAGE AD and 
HALF PAGE ARTICLE 

Article word count: 450-500
Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h

Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact

Karen at 905•641•5335   
at karen@notllocal.com

Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 905•934•1040
at julia@notllocal.com

LocalLETTERS

Time to cut greenhouse gas emissions in NOTL
While I commend Niagara- 

on-the-Lake’s environmental 
advisory committee and town 
council for their efforts to “pro-
tect the community’s natural 
beauty, charm and heritage 
against the impacts of climate 
change,” I wonder whether the 
focus on adapting to the impacts 
of climate change isn’t a bit like 
putting the cart before the horse.

There are many things that 
our town and community could 
and should be doing to reduce 
local greenhouse gas emissions, 
which would in turn help Can-
ada meet its commitment to be 

ered lawn mower is equivalent 
to driving a car 100 miles. That 
amounts to a lot of greenhouse 
gas emissions, much of which 
could be reduced through 
the use of electric mowers, 
trimmers and leaf blowers, or 
brooms, rakes, hand trimmers 
and mechanical push mowers.

Then there is the fleet of large 
pickup trucks and trailers that 
town staff and lawn-care com-
panies use to transport their em-
ployees and gas-powered lawn-
care equipment across NOTL. 
Virtually all of the ones I’ve seen 
are gas or diesel powered. Few, 

carbon neutral by 2050, but they 
seem to have been lost in the 
buzz around adaptation.

For starters, town and com-
munity residents might want 
to look at changing current 
lawn-care practices. All too 
often, I’ve watched town staff, 
lawn-care company employees 
and residents using a gas-pow-
ered leaf blower to propel what 
looks like a single blade of grass 
or leaf along a road or drive-
way. And both town staff and 
lawn-care companies seem to 
have a penchant for employing 
large ride-on mowers to cut 

if any, appear to be hybrids or 
electric. That is unfortunate. The 
Town in particular should look 
carefully at its fleet of vehicles and 
rationalize its use. Where possible 
and provided it’s safe for the em-
ployees using them, trucks and 
SUVs should be replaced with 
smaller hybrids or electric vehi-
cles, with an overall goal of reduc-
ing NOTL’s carbon footprint.

The users of lawn-care 
services could affect change 
as well. It’s as simple as find-
ing and employing a company 
that uses electric equipment, 
rakes and brooms as opposed 

grass, even on tiny properties, 
when using a much smaller 
machine would almost certain-
ly produce a better result and 
reduce the need for gas-pow-
ered string trimmers to be used 
following mowing.

The impacts of this go well 
beyond the resulting noise 
pollution and waste of energy. 
According to Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, a 2011 study 
showed that a leaf blower emits 
nearly 300 times the amount of 
air pollutants as a pickup truck. 
Similarly, a 2001 study showed 
that one hour using a gas-pow-

to gas-powered machines. If 
nothing else, we could at least 
insist that service providers use 
rakes and brooms as opposed 
to gas-powered leaf blowers.

All this isn’t to say that we 
won’t have to adapt to climate 
change over time – we will. But 
we can still reduce the future 
negative impacts of climate 
change if we – and world lead-
ers – act now. That makes a lot 
more sense to me than adopt-
ing a high-level vision state-
ment and adaptation plan.

Terry Davis
NOTL

This Google Earth image shows the green, protected area near York Rd./Glendale Ave, 
when development was already underway. 

The most recent available imagery from Google Earth shows a roadway slicing through 
a forested creek. 
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Nursery school board members and dignitaries cut the ribbon to officially open the expansion.

MPP Wayne Gates congratulates NNS executive director 
Candice Penny. (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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Niagara Nursery School cuts ribbon on new space
Taking a tour of the modern 

new 4,700 square-foot Niagara 
Nursery School (NNS) addi-
tion at the community centre 
during their grand opening 
Saturday, it was difficult not to 
reflect on the impact it had on 
my own family. 

When our son Sebastian 
was born 21 years ago next 
month, my wife Mishka and I 
were first-time parents here in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Fairly 
new to the town, we had yet to 
make connections with others 
in the same early stages of rais-
ing a family. 

When Sebastian was a tod-
dler, we enrolled him in the 
program at the Niagara Nurs-
ery School, then being run as 
a cooperative out of the base-
ment of the Kinsmen Scout 

Hall on King Street. 
I remember climbing down 

those narrow, rickety stairs 
to drop him off. It was a cozy 
space, but it was a true base-
ment. And it certainly wasn’t 
purpose-built with the idea 
of accommodating a nursery 
school.

As a cooperative at the 
time, parents were required 
to complete a number of duty 
days, which often meant taking 
a shift cleaning and sanitizing 
the toys and materials that chil-
dren would be using. Mishka 
happily completed all of that 
required time. 

Regional Coun. Gary Za-
lepa, whose son Nathan was 
there at the same time, remem-
bers what those duty days were 
like. 

“I cleaned the bathrooms,” 
Zalepa laughed. “It was all 
hands on deck. We were try-

ing to keep the place together. 
It was really grassroots, orga-
nizing fundraising just to pay 
the bills. It was a family and 
community kind of thing. We 
walked our kids there. It was 
really important to the earlier 
part of our life.”

Staff and board members, 
town officials, federal and pro-
vincial members of Parliament 
and community members 
gathered Saturday to celebrate 
the official opening of the new 
space. Those memories from 
nearly two decades ago made it 
difficult for me to reconcile the 
new facility as the same organi-
zation from back then. 

The spacious addition to 
the community centre is now 
licensed for 69 children, in-
cluding 10 infants, 15 toddlers, 
24 preschoolers and 20 school-
aged kids. There is a separate 
room for each group, each with 
high ceilings, bright-coloured 
walls, large windows, and its 
own washroom so the entire 
class isn’t disrupted when na-
ture calls. 

It’s a clean, spacious build-
ing with brand new furniture, 
an office space and staff room. 
Each classroom is outfitted 
with age-appropriate decor 
and materials. In the infant 
room there is a separate diaper 
changing area, complete with a 
window looking back into the 
classroom. They thought of ev-
erything in the design process. 

Just as important, especial-

ly with COVID still hovering 
over all gatherings, is the out-
door space. There are a number 
of enclosed spaces that have al-
lowed educators such as Wen-
dy Kulp, known to students as 
Miss Wendy, to spend most 
of the fall season outside with 
their students. As she looked 
out the window of the room 
where she teaches the school-
aged children, Kulp told The 
Local that the kids have their 
own special names for each 
play area. 

Before cutting the ribbon 
(Kulp reminding the group to 
save the ribbon for use in her 
classroom), a series of dignitar-
ies stepped to the microphone. 
The speakers included Lord 
Mayor Betty Disero, MP Tony 
Baldinelli, MPP Wayne Gates, 
Zalepa, Town CAO Marnie 
Cluckie and Darlene Edgar, 
Niagara Region’s children’s ser-
vices director. 

Disero spoke of the initia-
tive taken by NNS executive di-
rector Candice Penny and the 
board of directors in getting the 
ball rolling on the construction, 
including their successful ap-
plication for an Ontario Early 
Years Capital Program Grant. 
Cluckie marvelled at the fact 
that, unlike many such large 
projects, they were there to cut 
the ribbon for one that came in 
on time and on budget. 

Saying “I promised I 
wouldn’t do this,” Penny 
choked up during her speech, 
becoming emotional as she 
mentioned Miss Wendy, the 
soon to retire Edgar, and 

NOTL facilities supervisor 
Hans Paul, who could be spot-
ted at the construction site ev-
ery single day of the 10-month 
construction period.

And it was clear through 
everyone’s address to the gath-
ering that the new location 
came about because of the 
generosity of the NOTL com-
munity through donations, 
led by the NOTL Rotary Club. 
And the need for the additional 
child care spaces will go a long 
way toward making the com-
munity a better place. 

“This will allow for a shorter 
waitlist,” Penny said, “to ensure 
that anyone of any financial sta-
tus can afford high-quality, safe 
care for their children. This is a 
pivotal moment for this com-
munity.”

It’s easy for many to think of 
NOTL as an aging community. 
But it is important to remem-
ber that for any municipality to 
thrive and grow, and to retain 

its youth, having good, afford-
able care for its children is ab-
solutely necessary. 

And for more than 45 years 
now, the Niagara Nursery 
School has been providing that 
service, and more importantly, 
bringing the community to-
gether. 

The social circle that my 
family developed through the 
NNS about 18 years ago is still a 
major part of our lives, even as 
our children enter adulthood. 
We made lasting friendships 
through shared experiences 
long after we outgrew the nurs-
ery school. As parents, our best 
friends in town are those we 
met 18 years ago through our 
children.

And it’s reassuring to know 
that with this new facility, it’s 
likely that over the next 45 years 
the Niagara Nursery School 
will continue to bring the com-
munity together through new 
friendships. 

Mike Balsom
The Local

With Christmas just  
around the corner, the  

greatest gift you can give 
your family is the peace of 
mind of an updated Will

email: eblythe@msflawyers.com
phone: 905.354.1585

ERICA A.  
BLYTHE 

(VAN DE LAAR)

 Wills & Estates,  
Real Estate  

and Corporate  
& Commercial

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca

New rooms for different age groups allow plenty of space for 
little ones. 
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Christopher Bowron*** ............. 905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** ............................... 905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ................. 905-651-2977
Victoria Bolduc* ........................ 905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* .......................... 905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ......................... 905-468-1256

Nicole Vanderperk* ................... 905-941-4585
Viviane Elltoft* ........................... 905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ......................... 905-380-8012
Jane Elltoft* ............................... 905-988-8776
Cheryl Carmichael* ................... 905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* .......................... 905-685-2458

Christine Bruce* ........................ 905-328-9703
Linda Williams* ......................... 905-401-4240
Caroline Polgrabia* ................... 905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ..................... 905-933-4983
Weston Miller* ........................... 289-213-8681
Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez*... 905-328-2145
***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

The Highest Total Volume of 
Local Sales for the Past Decade.

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

284 DORCHESTER STREET
$3,349,000

MLS 40180491 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

736 RYE STREET
$3,295,000

MLS 40108729 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

402 JOHNSON STREET 
$1,400,000

Exclusive • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

225 RICARDO STREET #103
$929,000

MLS 40170634 • Christopher Bowron and 
Nicole Vanderperk

670 LINE 4 ROAD
$899,000

MLS 40156751 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

14554 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY 
$2,195,000

MLS 40129783 • Christopher Bowron and 
Nicole Vanderperk

94 PRIDEAUX STREET
$2,695,000

MLS 40166412 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

240 NASSAU STREET LOT
$2,395,000

MLS 40150638 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

LOT 17 MAPLEVIEW CRESCENT
$199,900

MLS 4017859 • Randall Armstrong

1361 LINE ONE ROAD 
$1,795,000

MLS 40172745 • Nicole Vanderperk 
and Christopher Bowron

8 ABERDEEN LANE S
$997,000

MLS 40170996 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

298 FOUR MILE CREEK
$1,450,000

MLS 40165174 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

513 GATE STREET LOT
$1,100,000

MLS 40140611 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

223 JOHN STREET WEST
$1,325,000

MLS 40166929 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

670 KING STREET
$1,950,000

MLS 40160766 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

20 CIRCLE STREET
$850,000

MLS 40159131 • Cheryl Carmichael

94 TANBARK ROAD
$2,399,000

MLS 40161253 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

4644 PETTIT AVE. #209 – NIAGARA FALLS
$719,900

MLS 40153299 • Randall Armstrong

1433 NIAGARA STONE ROAD
$769,000

MLS 40163664 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

5395 HURON STREET
$650,000

MLS 40164551 • Jane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

177 KING STREET 
$3,898,000

MLS 40142872 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

6A CIRCLE STREET – BUILDING LOT  
$599,000

Exclusive • Caroline Polgrabia

298 FOUR MILE CREEK
$299,900

MLS 40157207 • Cheryl Carmichael and Randy Armstrong

615 SIMCOE STREET
$1,295,000

MLS 40157714 • Viviane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

SOLD
NEW PRICE

NEW LISTING

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

NEW LISTING
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Pink shirts Scott Epp, Dan Plomish, Paul Harber (there is pink in his plaid) and Julian Lustig pose 
with Maria Mavridis at the 2019 Eat, Drink, Pink! event to raise money for the Pink Pearl Foun-
dation. All went to Niagara District Secondary School together, except for Lustig, who married a 
friend from District, said Mavridis. Harber said then he was looking forward to another fundraiser 
same as in 2020, in Ravine’s new social and corporate conference centre. Due to COVID, he has 
waited until November, 2021. (File photo)
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Local businesswoman busy planning charitable events
Maria Mavridis has been 

nominated for the 2021 Women 
in Business community impact 
award, which recognizes the 
leadership and success of wom-
en in the Niagara business com-
munity.

Although the businesswom-
an is known locally as the opera-
tor of the Corks Wine Bar & Eat-
ery on Queen Street, and Firehall 
Flame, across the road, she has 
become increasingly familiar in 
recent years for her dedication to 
helping organize fundraisers for 
important causes.

Her award nomination is for 
her work with Anchor Niagara, a 
local events planning company 
which she founded to partner 
with charities and other orga-
nizations looking for help with 
offsetting costs for fundraisers, 
festivals or other events.

Mavridis says many people 
attend fundraisers assuming 
items such as food, venue and 
entertainment are donated. Of-
ten they are not, and her goal is to 
partner with those who provide 
such services and people plan-
ning events, to ensure fundrais-
ers are successful while support-
ing local businesses.

Most events were put on 
hold during COVID, but as re-
strictions loosened, Mavridis 
says she began hearing from 
not-for-profits who were suffer-
ing from having to cancel their 

fundraising events, begging her 
to please help out.

“How could I say no?” she 
asks. “I had to do something.” 
And she did — she has resumed 
organizing events. When she be-
gan, however, it was with 50 per 
cent capacities for venues.

She recently held one of her 
usually twice-annual Designer 
Purse Bingo events — the last 
one was held in the fall of 2019 
— to benefit Hotel Dieu Shaver 
Health and Rehabilitation Cen-
tre, and although she was con-
cerned capacity restrictions of 50 
per cent would limit its fundrais-
ing success, the reality turned out 
to be just the opposite, she says. 
Those who attended the sold-
out evening were so grateful to 
be out, and having so much fun, 
almost double the pre-pandemic 
amount was raised.

Anchor Niagara is now sell-
ing tickets for two big events, 
the next one coming up for the 
Pink Pearl Foundation, a regis-
tered charitable organization that 
provides support, facilitates con-
nections and empowers young 
women who are courageously 
overcoming the social and emo-
tional challenges of a cancer di-
agnosis.

It was founded by ovarian 
cancer survivor Elise Gasbarri-
no, who at the age of 21 received 
treatment at Juravinski Cancer 
Centre in Hamilton for ovari-
an cancer. She discovered there 
were few women her age to 
talk to about her situation, and 

decided to organize some pro-
grams for the younger age group, 
including wellness retreats and 
social events, providing a means 
for them to conquer their issues 
together.

Mavridis, with this and other 
fundraisers she has organized or 
taken part in herself, is fulfilling a 
promise she made to her mother 
Vera, who died of breast cancer at 
the age of 45. Vera had lived with 
the cancer diagnosis and its pro-
gression for 13 years, and during 
that time, she volunteered for 
several organizations that raised 
money to fight cancer, promoted 
awareness of the disease or of-
fered support to those who were 
going through cancer treatment. 
She hoped her daughter would 
carry on those activities when 
she was gone.

As Mavridis was putting 
some finishing touches on the 
Eat, Drink, Pink! event this 
week, including responding to 
lifted restrictions that doubled 
the tickets that could be sold, and 
adjusting plans to accommodate 
the increased number of people, 
she learned her aunt had died 
of cancer. Mavridis had recent-
ly returned from Greece where 
she had travelled to see her aunt, 
who was a lead doctor at an on-
cology clinic, and was able to 
have a good visit with her. Ma-
ria’s father, Bob, left for Greece 
Friday to see his sister, and Maria 
says she spent the day hoping he 
would get there before her aunt 
passed, which thankfully, he did.

It makes her even more 
committed to raising money to 
support women going through 
cancer treatment, and grateful to 
double the number of tickets she 
can sell, she says.

Eat, Drink, Pink! is being 
held at the Ravine Vineyard 
conference centre, Thursday, 
Nov. 11, at 6 p.m., with a three-
course dinner, music, a silent 
auction, a swag gift bag and a 
beautiful view of the vineyards. 
Proof of vaccinations is re-
quired. Tickets are $89, and are 
available at https://allevents.in/
niagara-on-the-lake/eat-drink 

-pink/10000162307180145.
The next Anchor Niagara 

event, an evening of comedy 
with local boys Joe Pillitteri and 
Jeff Paul at White Oaks Confer-
ence Resort and Spa on Nov. 26, 
also has tickets available, since 
capacity limits were lifted this 
week. “That means we can sell 
more tickets and make more 
money,” says Mavridis.

The two comedians are plan-
ning on roasting community 
leaders, although Mavridis is re-
maining tight-lipped about who 
the subjects of the roast might be.

The event is a fundraiser for 

the Niagara Community Foun-
dation, at Pillitteri’s request, and 
also for Pathstone Mental Health 
as requested by Paul.

It begins at 7 p.m., and fol-
lowing the comedy evening, will 
include a Video Dance Party.

Proof of double vaccination 
must be shown.

Mavridis has one more 
event she’s working on — a 
Boyz II Men concert, also at 
White Oaks, on Feb. 5. For 
more details, visit https://www.
eventbrite.ca/e/boyz-men-live-

Penny Coles 
The Local

Continued on page 9
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Vaccinating those around children ‘an easy win’
The next step in the bat-

tle against COVID is getting 
children, their parents and 
anyone who might come into 
contact with them vaccinated, 
says Dr Musafa Hirji.

Niagara’s acting med-
ical officer of health says 
he doesn’t have any way of 
knowing when Canada will 
approve vaccinations for chil-
dren aged five to 11, but he 
suspects it will likely be before 
the end of the year.

Elementary school chil-
dren represent the majority of 

outbreaks in schools, he says, 
with just 20 new cases in that 
age group in the last two weeks.

There have been 171 re-
ported cases in schools in 
recent weeks, leading to more 
than 2,687 individuals to be 
contacted, he said.

That is not only a lot of 
work for public health staff, 
but it means a lot of disrup-
tion to learning for students, 
he said. Once vaccinations 
are an option, they can be 
protected against infection 
and won’t see their education 
disrupted.

Hirji said Monday the 
District School Board of Ni-

agara had outbreaks in five 
schools, with seven cases, and 
the Catholic board had two 
school outbreaks for a total of 
five cases.

Forty-six per cent of the 
students were infected out-
side of school, at home, from 
family members or extended 
family, and then taking it to 
school, he said. Outbreaks 
originating in school were 
only 26 per cent of the cases.

He is not anticipating any 
problem with getting enough 
vaccine once vaccinations are 
approved, and public health 
staff are training and working to 
prepare themselves for that day.

Vaccinating an anxious or 
crying child is not the same 
as vaccinating an adult, he 
said — children have to be 
distracted.

Finding locations is also 
a challenge, with many of the 
sites used previously now un-
available, those steps are be-
ing worked on, and when the 
time comes, public health will 
be ready, said Hirji.

While waiting for vaccina-
tions for children five and up 
to be approved, vaccinating 
those who come in contact 
with children would be “an 
easy win” in slowing down 
the rate of infection — vacci-
nating family members could 
cut the number of infections 
in half.

“Our priority now is get-
ting those in the 12 to 29 age 

group vaccinated.”
While the number of new 

cases of infections in Ontario 
remains flat, it is rising slightly 
in Niagara, likely as a result of 
family gatherings for Thanks-
giving, and some weddings. 
“We’ll be paying attention 
to what happens this week, 
and seeing if there is a bit of a 
bump in other areas.”

The good news in Niag-
ara is the number of people 
in hospital and intensive care 
has flattened, he added.

“Almost nobody” who is 
vaccinated is being admitted 
to hospital or intensive care, 
he said. “If you get vaccinated, 
this is what is really going to 
keep you safe going forward.”

While the number of peo-
ple out shopping in Niagara 
recently has declined, possi-

bly due to the weather, “my 
concern is we’re getting to the 
premium shopping season,” as 
well as holiday parties, and the 
numbers may climb again.

Maintaining other miti-
gating factors, such as masks 
and vaccination proof, con-
tinues to be important. Cit-
ing other countries, such as 
Denmark and Finland, with 
high vaccination rates, Hirji 
said when mask requirements 
were dropped and there was 
no “broad use of vaccination 
certificates,” cases rose. 

“We don’t want to lift pub-
lic health measures, or we 
may see the same thing.”

And in addition, he sug-
gested, workplaces should be 
pushing staff vaccinations, 
“keeping employees and their 
customers safe.”

Penny Coles
The Local

New medical centre build 
takes next step forward

Members of Niagara- 
on-the-Lake town council were 
meeting with representatives 
from the Niagara North Fam-
ily Health Team and The Vil-
lage Developments Wednes-
day afternoon to celebrate the 
groundbreaking of the new 
medical centre in The Village. 

Located on Garrison Vil-

lage Drive beside the CIBC, 
the new facility will be home 
to physicians Iram Ahmed, 
Tim Bastedo, Karen Berti, 
Samreen Malik and Pratik Ka-
lani, as well as Mary Keith and 
other members of the Niagara 
North Family Health Team. 
The site also includes a new 
facility for Life Labs. 

Completion and occupan-
cy of the building is expected 

to be June, 2022. 
“We’re honoured to be a 

part of the solution for the 
Doctors and Health Team, 
and be able to provide them 
with a fantastic new facility,” 
said Village developer John 
Hawley.

The day was a long time 
coming, said Lord Mayor Bet-
ty Disero, but “good things are 
worth the wait.”

Local Staff

Comedy roast night, dance 
party coming in November

tickets-162111968261.
With the work Mavridis 

does, partnering with charities 
and businesses to maximize 
fundraising efforts, it is not sur-
prising she has been nominated 
for a community impact award, 
although she is uncomfortable 
talking about it.

Although it “100 per cent” 
feels good to be nominated, she 
says, “it also feels a little awkward. 
We were taught growing up you 

do what you can do for your 
community, and for your soul. I 
try to do things on the down-low. 
This is humbling, and it’s nice, but 
you don’t do things for a pat on 
the back, you do them because 
you want to help. That’s how we 
were brought up.”

However, she is looking 
forward to the awards presen-
tations, and being in a room 
surrounded by women who are 
leaders in the community. “We 
can look around and we all know 
each other,” she said. “It’s going 
to be great. And my dad’s going 

too. I told him there will be some 
men there, but he would be there 
anyway. He’s the reason I have 
the confidence to do what I do. I 
couldn’t do it without him.”

For more information 
about the presentation of the 
Women in Business awards, 
Nov. 19, visit https://www.
eventbrite.ca/e/2021-women 
-in-business-awards-wiba 
-tickets-170215732839#tickets

Janice Thomson was also 
nominated, but unavailable this 
week. Read about her nomination 
in next week’s Local.

Continued from page 10
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Insurance will be the 
clincher, says Miele

Paolo Miele

with fundraising for an instal-
lation date early in December,” 
he said.

Outdoor ice rinks have a 
short season, he said, “but these 
will  provide long-lasting mem-
ories.”

He said he has lots of resi-
dents and local business people 
lined up to help spearhead the 
initiative, and he’d like service 
organizations on board, but he 
is waiting for town support be-
fore moving forward.

Being near a water source 
would be ideal, and volunteers 
would maintain the rinks, and 
shovel them, although it would 
be good to have volunteer fire-

fighters helping with the flood-
ing, as they have in the past 
when they made ice rinks for 
their communities.

He is also hoping for sites 
with washrooms, “and maybe 
food and beverages available.”

Councillors mentioned 
there are already outdoor 
rinks in town, such as those at 
the Gretzky Winery, Vintage 
Hotels in the Old Town and 
Ravine Vineyards, all of which 
are wonderful locations, Miele 
said, but their priority is for 
their guests first.

“This is strictly for our com-
munity, for our kids, moms, 
dads, grandparents, who don’t 
have to rely on an outside cor-
poration.”

When Lord Mayor Betty 
Disero asked if he would con-
sider one in Glendale, “if that’s 
where the need is, that’s where 
we should go,” he said.

She also suggested an 
all-season, artificial surface, 
which she said the St. Davids 
Lions have been discussing.

 “I’m sure we’re all open to 
anything that gets kids active 
and outdoors,” Miele answered.

Director of operations Shel-
don Randall said he likes the 
idea of outdoor rinks, but his 
concern is who will provide the 
water, the washrooms and who 
will restore the location when 
skating is finished.

The proposal needs lon-
ger-term planning, with ex-

pectations from the town, and 
time to plan for it appropriately, 
Randall said, adding staff could 
open the discussions to have an 
answer for next year.

While councillors liked the 
concept, they had problems 
with some of the details.

Coun. Clare Cameron and 
others suggested trying to get 
one rink done for this year.

She approves of the princi-
pal of outdoor skating, and has 
many fond memories of skat-
ing with family in Jordan, but 
“it might be ambitious to do 
three, and we can’t get some-
thing like this done without a 
staff report.”

Coun. Gary Burroughs 
suggested they could approve 
up to three rinks, but look at 
getting one for this season. “We 
could have ice within a month.”

Councillors also spoke of 
the need for volunteers, and 
getting service clubs involved, 
without putting any extra pres-
sure on town staff.

Councillors unanimously 
supported the skating rinks in 
principal, and approved a mo-
tion to ask Miele to provide a 
written proposal for staff, indi-
cating responsibility for estab-
lishing and maintaining three 
rinks in locations acceptable to 
staff, and that staff provide the 
three locations and insurance, 
if there is an ability to do so, 
through the town’s insurance 
provider.

Continued from page 1

Fort George welcoming trick-or-treaters Sunday
Parks Canada and the 

Friends of Fort George are 
once again holding their 
special Halloween at Fort 
George program.

They will be ready to 
welcome goblins and ghouls 
in their Halloween cos-
tumes to the parking lot at 
Fort George, where Friends 
of Fort George volunteers 
will be handing out Hallow-
een treat bags. There will be 
a table set up from noon to 
2 p.m with decorations and 

Halloween treats to help lo-
cal youth celebrate Hallow-
een.

Oct. 31 is also the last day 
Fort George and the Friends 
of Fort George Gift Shop 
are open for the season, 
from noon to 5 p.m. last ad-
mission tickets sold at 4:15 
p.m.). Be sure to leave time 
to explore the grounds, tour 
through the buildings, and 
witness a musket demon-
stration. There will be a spe-
cial talk or demonstration 
happening every half an 
hour throughout the day. 

Parks Canada and the 
Friends of Fort George 
wish to say thank you to  
Hendriks’ valu-mart, Phil’s 
valu-mart, Corks Wine 
Bar & Eatery, Parks Cana-
da, The Town of Niagara- 
on-the-Lake, the Friends of 
Fort George Gift Shop and 
the Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Museum for their generous 
donations of Halloween 
treats.

For more information, 
visit www.friendsoffort-
george.ca or call 905-468-
6621.

Local Staff

The Niagara-on-the-Lake Brownies welcomed the vice-president of health and safety at 
Walker Industries, Brian Ferguson, for a safety talk last week. He discussed the dos and 
don’ts of Halloween safety, reminding the girls to always stay with an adult, be visible and 
never eat opened candy or enter an unknown house. At the end of the meeting, all the girls 
were gifted a bag full of goodies including a play hard hat, a colouring book, a glow bracelet 
and a Halloween safety checklist. The NOTL Brownies thank Brian Ferguson for the fun 
and informative meeting. (Photo supplied)

Halloween safety

Volunteers will be set up in the Fort George parking lot to safely hand out treat bags. (File photo)
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MORGAN FUNERAL HOME
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www.morganfuneral.com
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Women and children at a feast at Fort Metagami  during the 
Treaty 9 payment ceremony in 1905. (Archives of Ontario)

Volunteers are busy at work on the poppy production line. (Photos by Barbara Worthy)

Hanging poppies from the museum gallery are Terry Mactag-
gart, Pam Mundy, Dee Steele and Janet Guy.
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NOTL Museum commemorates Treaty Week

Museum takes on Poppy Project to recognize veterans

We have a new statutory 
holiday in Canada. Sept. 30 
marked The National Day for 
Truth and Reconciliation, com-
memorating the victims and 
survivors of residential schools 
in this country. This topic has 
been in the forefront of our 
minds and hearts as the death 
toll continues to rise on the sites 
of former residential schools. 

The Niagara-on-the-Lake 
Museum has been dedicated to 
providing a sound narrative sur-
rounding this topic, its nuances 
and its history. Amy Klassen, di-
rector of finance and marketing 
for the museum, invited repre-
sentatives from the Ontario’s 

Ministry of Indigenous Affairs 
to present a lecture on treaties 
and land claims in our area, of-
fering a comprehensive account 
on this subject.  

“We are very interested 
to hear this talk,” says Sarah 
Kaufman, the museum’s man-
aging director and curator. 
“Recently there have been a few 
lectures from Indigenous con-
sultants or historians talking 
about treaties and land claims, 
but it’s interesting to have an 
alternative when coming from 
the Ontario Ministry of Indig-
enous Affairs and to see what 
they say.”

In acknowledgement of 
Treaties Recognition Week, 
the NOTL Museum welcomes 
Jane Thomas, senior negotiator, 

Laura Heidman, implemen-
tation coordinator and Daniel 
Laxer, research advisor for the 
province, who will be present-
ing Treaties and Land Claims, a 
virtual lecture. Their guests are 
expected to speak to various 
local treaties and their history 
in our community. The lecture 
will take place on Nov. 3 at 11 
a.m. via Zoom. Registration is 
required by contacting Amy 
Klassen at notlmuseum.ca or 
by calling 905-468-3912. 

This year, the Treaties Rec-
ognition Week will run from 
Nov. 1 to 7. The week was 
formalized in provincial legis-
lation in 2016, on the heels of 
2015’s Truth and Reconcilia-
tion Commission’s Call to Ac-
tion. Their mandate is to work 

“to ensure a better future for 
First Nations, Inuit and Métis 
people.” According to the In-
digenous Affairs website, the 
week “honours the importance 
of treaties and helps Ontario 
students and residents under-
stand the significance of treaty 
rights, treaty relationships and 
their relevance today.” Treaties 
Recognition Week also “rep-
resents one of many steps on 
Ontario’s journey of healing 
and reconciliation with Indig-
enous Peoples.” 

The ministry is offering 
events that centre on treaties 
and reconciliation that are 
meant to encourage learning 
and relationship building. This 
year the events will take place 
virtually due to the ongoing 

Next week local arborists 
will be volunteering their 
specific skills to help install 
thousands of knitted and 
crocheted poppies on the ex-
terior facade of the Niagara- 
on-the-Lake Museum.

The museum has joined 
a nation-wide Poppy Proj-
ect after a donation of more 
than 1,500 poppies from the 
Niagara Falls Museum, left 
over poppies from their own 
poppy installation in 2020. 
About 40 volunteers in Niag-

COVID-19 situation. 
For more information 

about the Ministry of Indige-

ara-on-the-Lake formed the 
poppy brigade, and during the 
past six weeks they have knit-
ted, crocheted, glued, cut, and 
attached approximately 3,000 
poppies to netting or bamboo 
sticks. The poppies will cas-
cade down on the outside of 
the building, to form a path to 
the Canadian flag, as well as 
creating a garden of poppies.

Hanging them is a job that 
can only be accomplished 
from a cherry picker, and 
Davey Tree Expert Company 
has volunteered its services. 
The netting will be hung on 

nous Affairs and Treaties week, 
visit: https://www.ontario.ca/
page/treaties-recognition-week

Nov. 1, weather permitting, 
from the bell tower at the top 
of the museum’s exterior fa-
cade. The tower is part of the 
original Niagara High School, 
circa 1875, which has been 
part of the museum complex 
since the 1940s. 

“The poppy production 
line has been a place of great 
efficiency,” said organizer 
Barbara Worthy. “We’ve al-
most lost count of the num-
ber of red and black balls of 
yarn and the thousands of zip 
ties we’ve used. But mostly it’s 
been about the enormous fun 
and conviviality, the amazing 
ideas for design and installa-
tion, and the satisfaction of 
completion.” 

The poppy brigade is rem-
iniscent of the knitting and 
sewing groups formed during 
both World Wars, when pack-
ages of socks and woollens 
were sent overseas for the 
troops. “The same enthusiasm 
and community spirit is here 
with all these volunteers,” said 
Worthy. “Even the Niagara 
Girl Guide Rangers played a 
part, spending an entire eve-
ning attaching poppies.”  

Niagara is not alone in 
this initiative. Poppy-makers 
worldwide have joined the 
campaign to honour veterans 
of all wars, and to pay special 
homage to the symbolism of 
the poppy. This year, 2021, 
is also the 100th anniversary 
of the adoption of the poppy 
by the Great War Veterans’ 
Association as a symbol of re-
membrance, and the annual 
poppy campaign allows the 
Royal Canadian Legion to of-
fer advocacy and financial as-
sistance to veterans and their 
families. This is yet another 
way to extend that remem-
brance. The resulting display 
can be viewed from Nov. 2 to 
12. Visitors are encouraged 
to come and visit the display, 
especially on Remembrance 
Day, Nov. 11. 

 For more information, 
visit.www.NOTLMuseum.
ca, call 905-468-3912, or 
email: aklassen@nhsm.ca. 
The museum is located at  
43 Castlereagh St, in Niagara- 
on-the-Lake.

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

Local Staff

Benjamin Morgan Taylor Born 
October 23, 2021

7lbs 6oz, 20.5 inches
Proud grandparents are  

Nancy Ostrander and Kathy & John Dyck

Julie & Ian Taylor 
are thrilled to announce the birth of 
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Rotary members plant 600 tulips to end polio
Rotarians have been com-

mitted to preventing polio pa-
ralysis in children around the 
world for more than 30 years.

They’re close, but won’t stop 
any time soon.

Members of the NOTL 
Rotary Club gathered in their 
bright yellow vests at Simcoe 
Park early Friday morning to 
plant 600 tulip bulbs as part of 
their commitment to eradicate 
polio.

Working with town staff on 
the cool fall day — perfect for 

planting — they’ve chosen one 
of the most visible locations in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake to plant 
End Polio Now tulips, specifi-
cally bred for that cause. Their 
goal is for the red and yellow 
blooms to brighten up the cor-
ner and attract the attention of 
visitors and locals passing by 
next spring.

There will be a plaque in the 
tulip beds, says NOTL Rotary 
Club president Patricia Muren-
beeld, to explain the presence 
of those particular bulbs and 
bring awareness to the reason 
for planting them.

Since 1988, Rotary clubs 
around the world have raised 
$1.2 billion, with more than 20 
million volunteers contribut-
ing to the vaccination of almost 
three billion children. As a 
founding partner of the Glob-
al Polio Eradication Initiative, 
Rotary has reduced polio cases 
by 99.9 per cent since the first 
project to vaccinate children in 
the Philippines.

They are close to reaching 
their goal, but won’t stop until 
children in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, where polio remains 
endemic, are also vaccinated. 
And even then,  says Rotary 
member Jolanta Janny, they 
will continue their vaccination 
initiative to keep all countries 
polio-free.

The End Polio Now Tulips 
were developed in the Nether-

lands especially to raise money 
and awareness of the continu-
ing need for polio eradication.

With town staff set to help 
out, Rotarians timed the plant-
ing close to World Polio Day, 
Oct. 24, which was established 
by Rotary International to raise 
awareness for polio vaccination 
and eradication of polio and 
commemorate the birth of Jo-
nas Salk, who led the first team 
to develop the vaccine.

For the first time, says 
Murenbeeld with pride, Lord 
Mayor Betty Disero, also a Rota-
ry member, has proclaimed Oct. 
24 World Polio Day in NOTL.

Janny, one of the organizers 
of the planting, says if the town 
“graciously allows us to contin-
ue next year,” she hopes to ex-

pand the fundraiser by selling 
tulips to NOTL residents.  “My 
vision is to see these red and 
yellow tulips all around town, 
and to raise more money for 
polio eradication.”

The End Polio Now tulip 
was developed in 2013 by Dutch 
grower Jan  Lichthart, and has 
spread world-wide since. For 
each $25 box Rotary Interna-
tional purchases, a donation of 
$13 is made to polio eradication, 
and with two-to-one matching 
funds by the Gates Foundation, 
the end result becomes triple the 
initial contribution.

Murenbeeld, of Dutch an-
cestry herself, recounts the sto-
ry of her mother in the Neth-
erlands, who lived near a tulip 
field, and was one of many who 

survived what is referred to as 
the Winter of Hunger, short-
ly before the liberation of the 
country in 1945, by eating tulip 
bulbs. Murenbeeld is also a for-
mer resident of Ottawa, which 
holds an annual tulip festival 
featuring bulbs received by 
Queen Juliana as a gift to recog-
nize the Canadian liberation of 
the Netherlands in the Second 
World War. To her, the power-
ful significance of tulips makes 
the planting in Simcoe Park a 
perfect way to raise awareness 
and funds for the Rotary cause, 
she says.

Dylan Muileboom, the 
town parks and recreation lead 
hand, was at Simcoe Park to 

Penny Coles 
The Local

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

Monday to Friday - 8 am to 5 pm, 
Saturday 8 am - 12 pm  

Place your order in advance and 
we can have it ready for you. 

Call 905-468-2412.

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
Open for in-store shopping 

(5 Customers at a time)

WINE BOUTIQUE 
& TASTING BAR

Open 7 Days a Week 
Indoor and Outdoor Wine 

Tastings Available
Reservations Strongly

Recommended
Curbside pickup still 

available for online orders!

Open For Lunch
7 Days a Week

Indoor and Patio 
Dining Available

Reservations Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give us a call to book 
905-468-8814

THE   
FARMHOUSE 

CAFÉ

Lord Mayor Betty Disero and Greg Fedoryn plant tulips at 
the entrance to Simcoe Park. 

Parks and recreation lead hand Dylan Muileboom gives Ro-
tary members a quick lesson in planting bulbs.

Rotary members are set to begin planting 600 tulip bulbs, a task they completed Friday 
morning. (Photos by Penny Coles)

Continued on page 20
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Quartetto Gelato, with Tino Popovic on violin, Matti Pulkki, accordion, Kirk Starkey, cello and Colin 
Maier, oboe. 

Local comedian Joe Pillitteri helps wrap up Music Niagara’s weekend with a per-
formance recorded before an audience of about 30 people at the new Blackburn 
Brewhouse in Niagara Falls. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Clarinetist Peter Stoll, pianist Victoria Kogan, and cellist Cameron Crozman perform in the last of the 
Oktoberfest concerts.

Pianist Victoria Kogan
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Music Niagara wrapping up Brahms Oktoberfest 
The Music Niagara Festi-

val is wrapping up its Brahms 
Oktoberfest celebration with 
four consecutive days of online 
concerts celebrating the Ger-
man composer. Each is a per-
fect opportunity to pop open 
a German bier and enjoy the 
Oktoberfest celebration, with 
a soundtrack of course, in the 
comfort of your own home.

On Thursday, Oct. 28, the 
Oast House Hay Loft is the 
setting for a performance by 
Toronto’s Odin Quartet, a col-
lection of four accomplished 
young chamber musicians. 
The following evening features 
Adamatti, the duo of Adam 
Diderrich on violin and Matti 
Pulkki of Quartetto Gelato on 
accordion. The show, recorded 
in front of a live audience at 
The Exchange Brewery earli-
er this month, is a fun mix of 
classics, polkas and Oktober-
fest-style sing-alongs.

Saturday evening’s online 
event was recorded at Silver-
smith Brewing Company. It 

features Music Niagara’s found-
er and artistic director Atis 
Bankas on violin with Victoria 
Kogan on piano. Also making 
a special appearance will be 
soprano Julie Nesrallah, who is 
well-known as the host of Tem-
po on CBC Music, Canada’s na-
tional classical music program.

The weekend wraps 
up Sunday, Oct. 31 with a 
multi-faceted performance re-
corded just last week in front of 
an audience of about 30 people 
at the new Blackburn Brew-
house in Niagara Falls. 

The concert features a brass 
quintet composed of members 
of the Niagara Symphony Or-
chestra, as well as performances 
by pianist Victoria Kogan, so-
prano Inga Filipova, clarinet-
ist Peter Stoll, cellist Cameron 
Crozman and the ever popular 
Quartetto Gelato. As well, actor 
Joe Ringhofer returns to pro-
vide some background on the 
month’s honouree, Johannes 
Brahms.

It’s all tied together by an-
other Joe, local comedian and 
business owner Joe Pillitteri, 
who shares some hilarious 

personal stories (Joe makes 
a concussion he recently suf-
fered sound funny), takes some 
light-hearted digs at show 
sponsors Richard and Nadine 
Osborn, and banters easily 
back and forth with Quartetto 
Gelato leader Colin Maier. 

Oboist Maier tells The Lo-
cal that Brahms is not usually 
on the program for a Quartet-
to Gelato performance. That 
could have much to do with 
Pulkki’s accordion being a ma-
jor part of the foursome.

“One thing with us is that 
nobody writes specifically for 
this group,” Maier says. “There’s 
so much music out there that 
when you want to play a song, 
you have to do all the arrange-
ments yourself. The accordion, 
and the rearrangements just 
work. It’s a living, breathing in-
strument. It gives us extra mu-
sical flexibility.”

Indeed Pulkki, to whom 
Maier refers as Flying Fingers 
Finn, takes a masterful solo on 
Brahms’ variation on a theme 
by Schumann, written as a trib-
ute to fellow German composer 
Robert Shumann’s wife Clara.

The accordion also plays 
a major role in a fun, light-
hearted polka the quartet plays 
that ties together five famous 
Brahms themes in the Okto-
berfest party style. 

The quartet is rounded out by 
violinist Tino Popovic and cellist 
Kirk Starkey, who takes care of 
sound design for most Music 
Niagara performances. Togeth-
er, Quartetto Gelato leaves the 
listener with a new appreciation 
for how versatile the composer’s 
music actually can be.

Music Niagara fans will 
be familiar with Victoria Ko-
gan on the Steinway that was 
brought to Blackburn for the 
event. They may not be as fa-
miliar with clarinetist Stoll and 
cellist Crozman, each of whom 
is probably the best Canada has 
to offer on their instruments. 
The brewery’s high ceilings, 
with the production facility 
sparkling in the background 
behind large windows, pro-
vides an impressive backdrop 
and great acoustics for their 
performances. 

Pillitteri’s banter with 
Quartetto Gelato’s Colin Mai-

er is becoming somewhat of a 
mainstay with Music Niagara, 
and the festival promises to 
bring more of it to the public 
with a new talk show they are 
calling The Not-so-Late Show, 
to debut this winter. 

“We’re going to highlight 
food, wine, facilities, the great 
parts of Niagara,” Pillitteri ex-
plains, “along with musical 
and entertainment guests. And 
we’ll switch locations. Colin 
and I have a great relationship 
where we’re super-comfortable 
bantering with each other.” 

Maier agrees with Pillet-
teri’s assessment of their work 
together. “When I met Joe last 
year it was just before a show, 
and it was instant with the 
back-and-forth. When this 
opportunity came up it was a 
perfect idea to have us work to-
gether again.”

Music Niagara received 
a $21,500 grant through the 
Ontario government’s 2021 
Reconnect Festival and Event 
Program to do the talk show. 
The plan is to begin with about 
four instalments held in front 
of live audiences and streamed 

via the Music Niagara website. 
Besides the entertainment el-
ement, each show will also be 
a chance to highlight the local 
business hosts and the prod-
ucts and services they offer. 

They hope to launch the 
series some time in December, 
and Pillitteri promises a lot of 
fun.

“There will be a little bit 
of comedy,” he says, looking 
around at his late-morning 
surroundings at Blackburn 
Brewhouse. “It’s always subjec-
tive, but it always helps when 
you give people beer at 11:30 in 
the morning. But that’s exactly 
what we’re going for, to cele-
brate music, have some fun, 
and to be normal again.”

Pillitteri says he will be 
cracking open a hazy IPA 
to enjoy while watching this 
weekend’s online program. The 
virtual presentations of Music 
Niagara’s Brahms Oktoberfest 
are at 7 p.m. each night from 
Thursday, Oct. 28 to Sunday, 
Oct. 31. Visit the Music Niag-
ara website at musicniagara.org 
or their YouTube channel to 
view each concert.

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local
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Anthony Bent was a newborn when Paul, his dad, came to NOTL to work for the first time. Antho-
ny’s first year working on a NOTL farm was when he was 19. (Karen Buller)

Donovan Gordon and his son Jodane are smiling in this photo from a previous season in 
NOTL, but they’ve had a difficult year. (Jane Andres)
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Tale of two generations on Niagara farms
If you’ve ever visited lo-

cal farm stands in search 
of the perfect peach you 
would likely have met 
Paul Bent at the colourful  
Epp farm stand on the  
Niagara River Parkway. 
Some locals like to come 
early to the T&R Jones 
family stand at Conces-
sion 4 and Niagara Stone 
Road to exchange a friend-
ly greeting with Donovan 
Gordon, who would be 
hustling to set up the mar-
ket for the day. 

Both of these men share 
a lot in common. Paul has 
been coming to Niaga-
ra for 34 years, working 
for Epp Farms. Donovan 
has been coming here for 
26 years, working at Kai 
Wiens farm for his first 10 
years and with Tom and 
Rhonda Jones since.

In the 1960s, the Sea-
sonal Agricultural Work-
ers Program was heralded 
as an innovative way to ad-
dress what was perceived 
as a short-term labour 
problem.

For men such as Paul 
and Donovan, the farm 
program wasn’t part of 
their long-term plan ei-
ther. They both had big 
dreams but a shortage of 

cash. Newly married with 
young families, a few years 
on the farm work program 
in Canada seemed like just 
the ticket to getting those 
dreams up and running.

What Paul could never 
imagine was that Anthony, 
the young baby he cradled 
in his arms, would also be 
battling peach fuzz and 
working 10 to 12 hour days 
harvesting peaches on the 
same Niagara farm just 19 
years later. 

I met Paul’s son Antho-
ny and a few years after 
that, and Donovan’s son 
Jodane through my in-
volvement at the CWOP 
church services (Caribbe-
an Workers Outreach Proj-
ect). 

Anthony was an en-
thusiastic and regular at-
tender at the services they 
held Sunday nights in May  
and June. When a large 
portion of the NOTL farm 
was sold he was transferred 
to a farm in Jordan. He was 
quick to get involved with 
the farm worker outreach 
activities at Southridge 
Vineland Church, which 
was in its early stages. As 
someone who keenly felt 
his father’s absence for 
eight months of the year 
growing up, he missed the 
daily connection that he 
had with his father at the 

Epp farm.
Karen Buller, one of his 

good friends and a volun-
teer at Southridge, took 
note. For a number of 
years she would drive him 
to Niagara-on-the-Lake on 
Father’s Day, so they could 
enjoy some time and a 
meal together.

While Paul continues to 
work at the Epp farm until 
November, Anthony trans-
fers even farther away to 
Meaford for the apple har-
vest. Trying to get a photo 
of them together this sea-
son proved futile, due to 
work schedules that simply 
couldn’t accommodate a 
short visit.

There are similar 
threads woven into Don-
ovan’s story. His wife Jose-
phine raised five children 
and managed a teach-
ing career while Dono-
van worked to support 
the family in Niagara for 
eight months of the year. 
She was a passionate edu-
cator who loved tutoring 
her children, pursuing 
excellence in their school-
ing. Three of the children  
have completed univer-
sity studies while Jodane 
shares Donovan’s love of 
farming and animal hus-
bandry, raising beef cattle 
in their home parish of St. 
Elizabeth.

Jodane was employed 
at Royalview farm in Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake for five 
years and enjoyed time 
with his father on many oc-
casions after work. He was 
a vibrant and enthusiastic 
member of the worship 
team at the CWOP ser-
vices as well as an engaging 
speaker when contribut-
ing during the open mic 
sessions. His coworkers 
continue to speak highly 
of him. He was especially 
appreciated for his gener-
osity, his sense of humour 
and encouragement that 
motivated the crew when 
the going got tough during 
harvest season. 

In 2020, Josephine de-
veloped health concerns 
and by February of this 
year she was diagnosed 
with stage 4 cancer. Dono-
van had to make the pain-
ful decision whether to 
stay at home to care for her 
or return to Niagara so that 
he could pay for her exten-
sive medical bills and fur-
ther treatment. The deci-
sion was made that Jodane 
would be the one to stay 
home in order to provide 
24-hour care for her. 

It was an agonizing sea-
son for Donovan, hoping 
she would make it until he 
returned home. Early one 
August morning Dono-

van received a call from 
his sister, informing him 
that his mother had passed 
away. He called Jodane to 
pass along the news and to 
check on his wife’s wellbe-
ing only to have his son an-
swer, heavy with grief, and 
inform him that Josephine 
had passed away at home 
only minutes earlier.

Being separated from 
loved ones eight months 
of the year is painful, but 
as the men often say, “you 
have to work with it,” and 
find a way to adapt. There 
is nothing, however, that 
can prepare someone for 
dealing with the intense 
grief of losing loved ones 
and being deprived of fam-
ily support during these 
times.

Donovan was in shock. 
His wife was only 51, and 
they had been looking 
forward to many plans 
for their future. He went 
through the motions of 
work, planning funerals 
for his wife and his mother, 
and in the evenings attend-
ing to the legalities, which 
were much more compli-
cated over the phone.

In September, he was 
able to travel home for 
the two funerals and with 
his employer’s support re-
turned to the farm three 
weeks later. This allows 

him to finish his work 
contract, enabling him to 
earn more towards paying 
down medical bills and fu-
neral expenses. 

Donovan expressed 
his gratitude for the sup-
port he has received from 
so many neighbours and 
friends in Niagara during 
this difficult time.

He is hoping a local 
farmer will request Jodane 
come back to NOTL to 
work, now that he has been 
released from caring for 
his mother.  Farmers must 
send in a request for em-
ployees in order for them 
to return on the farm work 
program.

In my conversations 
with fathers such as Paul 
and Donovan, I am re-
minded how precious time 
is with their families in 
the few short months they 
have together every year.

A few of the colourful 
farm stands are still open 
on weekends, holding the 
memories of a highly suc-
cessful season, despite the 
challenges of carrying on 
through a pandemic and 
loyal commitments to 
loved ones far away. They 
are also a reminder of the 
sacrifices made by two 
generations to ensure that 
Canadians have food on 
our tables.

Jane Andres 
Special to The Local
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Dawson Walker causes trouble for Lakers goalie Luca Del Rizzo. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

New defenceman Alexander Jarnikov in his first game with the Predators.

Defenceman Brett Lee. (Photos by Mike Balsom_Team owner Robert Turnbull acted as coach last weekend, 
He expects a permanent coach for this weekend’s games..

Predators experiencing some major changes
After only six games, An-

drew Whalen resigned last week 
as coach of the Niagara Preda-
tors. Team owner Robert Turn-
bull cited family reasons for the 
Brantford resident’s decision. 

“Andrew has another kid 
(his fourth) on the way,” Turn-
bull told The Local after the 
team’s 3-2 win over Plattsville 
Friday night. “We practise at 
3 or 3:30 in the afternoon. For 
him to drive from Brantford to 
here is really hard on the fam-
ily. It was a difficult decision, 
a last-minute one, and I wish 
him the best of luck. He would 
have liked to have moved down 
here, but the cost to come down 
here now is too high for him.”

Turnbull got the call from 
Whalen Wednesday and said 
he told the 30-year-old he 
would always have a place with 
the Predators. 

The owner took Whalen’s 
spot behind the bench Friday 

beside assistant general manag-
er Connor Shipton as the team 
earned its sixth win this season 
in front of a home crowd of just 
over 100 fans. 

Dawson Walker got the scor-
ing started 14:40 into the first pe-
riod with his first goal of the sea-
son, assisted by Jesper Eriksson 
and Alexander Insulander. 

Plattsville’s Malcolm Cam-
pell tied it up early in the sec-
ond, but just over a minute 
later Josh Piexoto’s rebound off 
of Lakers goalie Luca Del Rizzo 
was knocked into the net by an 
opportunistic Insulander. 

Defenceman Alexander 
Jarnikov of Brantford, a new 
addition to the Predators line-
up as of Friday night, took a 
five-minute penalty for board-
ing late in the second period. 
Oskar Spinnars Nordin, named 
the first star of the game, 
turned away shot after shot by 
the Lakers as Niagara success-
fully killed off the shorthand-
ed situation. Insulander had a 
breakaway during that time but 

was stopped cold by Del Rizzo. 
Predators captain Mario 

Zitella put the team up 3-1 ear-
ly in the third off a pass by Emil 
Eriksson. Jesper Eriksson later 
hit the crossbar on a drive that 
would have given the Preds 
more room to breathe as the 
game progressed. 

Zitella’s goal turned out to 
be the winner. With 1:30 left 
in the third period, Del Rizzo 
skated to the bench, providing 
the Lakers with an extra attack-
er. Some sloppy play with the 
puck in Niagara’s own end re-
sulted in a turnover. Kyle Struth 
narrowed the margin for the 
Lakers just before the buzzer 
sounded to end the game. 

Turnbull was happy with 
the team’s performance, but not 
so much with the sloppiness at 
the end of the game. 

“One big mistake, we had 
the chance to move the puck 
out and we didn’t,” Turnbull 
lamented. “It’s simple, it’s the 
little things. The hardest thing 
to teach the players is where to 
be without the puck. The next 
is when you have the puck, you 
need to get rid of it when their 
goalie is pulled.”

In Turnbull’s opinion, mis-
takes like that often come when 
a team is tired. Even with the ad-
dition of Jarnikov, the Predators 
were still overworked on the ice 
with Logan Baillie still out and 
Reese Bisci leaving the game 
with hip problems in the first 
period. Dante Massi was also a 
scratch Friday, needing time off 
to write his mid-terms at Brock.

Bisci and Massi were both 

back on the ice Sunday afternoon 
in St. George, while Turnbull gave 
up his spot behind the bench to 
GM Johan Eriksson. As owner of 
both teams he felt it would be a 
conflict of interest to coach one of 

them in a head-to-head contest.
The Ravens took a 2-1 sea-

son lead in the standings for 
what could be called the Turn-
bull Trophy with their 4-3 vic-
tory over the Predators. It was 

a rough, hard-fought contest 
with a total of 35 penalty min-
utes and four lead changes. 

Walker started the scoring 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Continued on page 20

HALLOWEEN AT FORT GEORGE
October 31 @ 12 p.m. - 2 p.m.

Bring your little goblins and ghouls for some trick or 
treating fun at Fort George National Historic Site!   
Explore Fort George and learn about the early  
history of Niagara while experiencing musket demon-
strations and more!  Children who come in their  
Halloween costumes will get some special treats!  Reg-
ular admission rates apply. For more info, please visit:   
friendsoffortgeorge.ca or call 905-468-6621

HAPPENINGS

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT HERE
With or without a border, colour graphics optional.  

Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  
Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.  Call Karen 905-641-5335 

or email: classified@notllocal.com

Fish, our famous crispy fries and coleslaw!
Sorry no pan fried fish or baked potatoes available!

LET US COOK YOUR SUPPER!

Friday, November 5th 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
                Take-out!
           1 piece $10    2 piece $15

1462 York Rd., St. Davids
stdavidslions.ca  @stdavidslions on Facebook

SEE YOU THERE!

ST. DAVIDS 
FISH FRYS RETURN

STARTING 

NEXT WEEK 

Sunday, October 31st

www.ccchurch.ca

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering -  
Online & In-Person 

(Registration Required)
Message: 

Jeff Martens -  
Made in the Image of God

Our services are also streamed  
online Sunday’s at 10 AM. Visit our 

website for more information!
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP

LocalSPORTS

Name: 
Mario Zitella
Jersey number: 7   

Age: 21
Birthdate: June 24, 2000

Hometown: Hamilton, Ont.
Nickname: Zitzy

Favourite hockey player: 
Brendan Gallagher
Your “hype” song:  

The Swedes have me 
hooked on the song TOPP, 

by ADAAM & VC Barre
Hockey highlight: 

Being named captain  
for the Predators

Other sports you play: 
Soccer

Favourite “cheat” meal:  
A Blizzard from DQ

Secret talent: I can juggle!

Meet the Predators

Sunday, October 31st

www.ccchurch.ca

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering -  
Online & In-Person 

(Registration Required)
Message: 

Jeff Martens -  
Made in the Image of God

Our services are also streamed  
online Sunday’s at 10 AM. Visit our 

website for more information!
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP
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Across: 
1	 The Beehive State
5	 PIN points?
9	 Bring aboard
13	 Beget
14	 Entreaty
15	 Nonchalantly unconcerned
16	 Bewitches
18	 American Idol winner ---  
	 Studdard
19	 Block
20	 Conjectures
22	 --- Dalgleish, P.D. James  
	 protagonist
24	 Pole
25	 Biological duplicate
28	 Shun
31	 “A very high price to  
	 pay for maturity”  
	 (Tom Stoppard)
34	 Acquire through merit
35	 Bank link
36	 Strain
37	 Tote
38	 Speaking point?
39	 Little devil
40	 Pitcher’s stat.
41	 Requested in exchange  
	 for a kingdom  
	 (Shakespeare)
42	 Locale of the Viminal Hill

43	 Prohibition
44	 Colombian cash
45	 Artificial waterway
46	 Matinee favorite
48	 “Chop-chop!”
50	 Magic
54	 Pickle
58	 Chemically inactive
59	 Obsolete
61	 Rocky debris at the base  
	 of a hill
62	 Fail to mention
63	 Bean capital of   
	 S America?
64	 Decline to bid
65	 Charts
66	 Everyone, down South

Down:
1	 Employs
2	 Hue
3	 Heavy ordnance, briefly
4	 Author --- Hesse
5	 Sleeping problem
6	 Careful attention
7	 Encounter
8	 Obi, for example
9	 Insulting remarks
10	 Crookedly obtain Thai  
	 dwelling
11	 Now it makes sense!

12	 Pigs’ digs?
15	 Diversify
17	 Trusted assistant
21	 Homeland leaver
23	 Imelda ---, who had a  
	 shoe surfeit
25	 Tabloid target
26	 Spanish saint martyred in  
	 boiling pitch
27	 Arrangers
29	 Synthetic meat can be  
	 created in this
30	 The Pearl of the Black Sea
32	 Third letter of the Greek  
	 alphabet
33	 Eject
35	 Gazed upon
38	 The door in Dordogne, or  
	 in Texas
42	 With celerity
45	 Found behind the shin
47	 Ventures
49	 Lends
50	 Small tuft
51	 Machu Picchu builder
52	 Chamber
53	 Where the 3:10 went
55	 Mother of Uranus
56	 Web code
57	 Small dabbling duck
60	 Apex

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No PressureLocalCLASSIFIEDS

classified@notllocal.com

CROSSWORD

HELP WANTED

LOST AND FOUND

Forrer Farms Inc. Seasonal FT Workers
Required for grape & tender fruit farm. Must 
be available full time April to November 2022.  
Exp. with pruning and general farm labour pre-
ferred but not req’d. No education req’d. Must 
have own transportation, be fit and willing to work 
long hours as req’d. Duties to include pruning, 
thinning, hoeing and suckering. $14.39 per hour. 

Mail resume C/O Ray,  
R.R. 6, 1753 Conc. 2, NOTL, ON L0S 1J0

Only applicants to be interviewed will be contacted.

LOST KEYS
On October 18, 2021, around 12 noon, I picked up  

my mail at the Old Town Post Office and then walked 
across to Starbucks on Queen Street to check  
out the new shop before returning to my car.  

Somewhere between the Post Office and Starbucks, 
I must have dropped my keys which were in a  
black leather key case with about 6 keys. 

If anyone finds them, please call me at 
the phone number below or drop them 

off at the Post Office. 905-468-4010

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

PLEASE 
RECYCLE

THIS 
NEWSPAPER

To place your classified  
ad, contact Karen:  

classifieds@notllocal.com
Deadline:   

Mondays at 3 p.m.

Sell your unwanted items or 
advertise your garage sale in our 

CLASSIFIEDS
EARN 
EXTRA 
CA$H

Sudoku solution from 
October 20, 2021

Across:  1 Utah, 5 A T Ms, 9 Ship, 13 Sire, 14 Plea, 15 Blase, 
16 Entrances, 18 Ruben, 19 Stymie, 20 Theories, 22 Adam, 
24 Mast, 25 Clone, 28 Avoid, 31 Age, 34 Earn, 35 Bridge, 
36 Tax, 37 Lug, 38 Lectern, 39 Imp, 40 E R A, 41 A horse, 
42 Rome, 43 Ban, 44 Pesos, 45 Canal, 46 Idol, 48 A s a p, 
50 Wizardry, 54 Plight, 58 Inert, 59 Out of date, 61 Scree, 62 
Omit, 63 Lima, 64 Pass, 65 Maps, 66 Y’all. 

Down: 1 Uses, 2 Tint, 3 Arty, 4 Hermann, 5 Apnea, 6 T L C, 
7 Meet, 8 Sash, 9 Slurs, 10 Habitation, 11 I see, 12 Pens, 
15 Broaden, 17 Aide, 21 Emigre, 23 Marcos, 25 Celeb, 26 
Laura, 27 Organizers, 29 Vitro, 30 Odessa, 32 Gamma, 33 
Expel, 35 Beheld, 38 La Porte, 42 Rapidly, 45 Calf, 47 Dares, 
49 Spots, 50 Wisp, 51 Inca, 52 Room, 53 Yuma, 55 Gaia, 56 
H T M L, 57 Teal, 60 Tip. 

PUZZLE ANSWERS

CONTENTS SALE

NOTICE

LODGING WANTED

House sold -
Single man, 70
Looking for 

lodging, 
December 

only.
Call Leon 

905.321.1918

For sale: the contents of a sold home.
5 desks, chairs, vanity, high boy, cabinets, sideboards, 
settees, side tables, art + decoration items, and more.

All actual and in excellent condition and  
sold cheaply from Forum Antique inventory:

A large number of old tables, chairs, bed frames, etc.
Private sale at 5928 Theresa Street, Niagara Falls 

(just off Mountain Road)
Any day before 10 am and after 6 pm

Call Leon Perel for appointment time 
905.321.1918
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Town will coordinate tulip beds with End Polio Now colours

New coach expected soon

give a quick lesson on the ba-
sics of planting tulip bulbs. He 
had already ensured the beds 
were prepared for planting, and 
in the next couple of weeks, he 
and his crew will be doing the 
same for the rest of the Queen 
Street beds.

They will plant about 

for the second straight game, 
this one on a power play and as-
sisted by Insulander and Joshua 
Davidson. LJ Beaupre evened 
it up for the Ravens, and Lu-
cas Felicetti put St. George up 
2-1 less than a minute into the 
second period. Insulander and 
Zitella scored 29 seconds apart 
to reclaim the lead midway 
through the second. 

With Niagara’s Emil Eriks-
son in the box for slashing 
midway through the third, Kyle 
Munyankuge knotted it up at 
3-3 for the Ravens.

Later, with 1:35 left in the 
game, 6’5” Mike Marches-
an, the Ravens’ leading scor-
er, notched the game-win-
ner. Zitella took a shot at the 
game-ending buzzer but was 
wide of the net. 

Despite the loss, Preds goal-

12,500 tulip bulbs this fall to 
create a beautiful spring show 
of colour, to be pulled up to 
be replaced by annuals for the 
summer.

Muileboom, who designs 
the beds for planting, says he 
ensures those within eye sight 
of Simcoe Park will be yellow, 
red and maybe some orange, so 
they compliment the 600 bulbs 
the Rotarians have planted.

ie Oskar Spinnars Nordin once 
again earned first star honours, 
stopping 58 of 62 shots by a re-
lentless Ravens team. Spinnars 
Nordin leads all Greater Metro 
Hockey League teams in goals 
against average (1.60), total 
saves (236), and save percent-
age (0.967), giving credence to 
GM Eriksson’s regular asser-
tion that the 19-year-old is the 
best goaltender in the league.

And Spinnars Nordin won’t 
be getting a chance to rest any-
time soon. Fellow Swedish 
goalie, 17-year-old   William 
Fagemo, was to head back to 
his home country following 
Sunday’s game in St. George. 

“He’s one of our youngest 
guys,” Eriksson said. “He loves 
the team, he enjoys our staff. It’s 
just that he’s missing home a lot, 
missing his younger brothers. 
I’ve already told him and his dad 
that I want him back next year.”

Eriksson said a new goalie 

“We’re using  the beds as a 
starting point,” he says. “We’ll 
be starting to plant the rest in 
about two weeks’ time.”

And when they bloom in 
the spring, those colourful 
flower beds at the entrance 
will Simcoe Park will be a re-
minder that the Rotary com-
mitment to eradicating polio 
is ongoing, through the gener-
osity of members and all who 

will be arriving from Quebec 
this week and he may be sign-
ing a third shortly.

“By next week we should al-
most be a full team,” he prom-
ised. “Logan will be back, and 
we’ll have the new guys too.”

Eriksson and Turnbull both 
promised to have Whalen’s re-
placement lined up in time for 
this coming weekend. 

“Johan is doing his due dil-
igence,” Turnbull said. “I have 
an abundance of people that I 
know from over the years.”

They’re already talking to a 
few people, he said, “and we’ll 
select the one that hopefully 
will be here long term.”

The 6-and-2 Predators play 
host to the 6-and-1 North York 
Renegades Friday night at Vir-
gil’s Meridian Credit Union 
Arena. Game time is 7:30 p.m. 
They’ll be in Streetsville Sunday 
for a 12:30 p.m. start against the 
1-and-7 Flyers. 

support them.
Aiden O’Leary, the polio 

eradication director for the 
World Health Organization, 
says he understands the differ-
ence Rotary can make in the 
global fight against polio. Al-
though the goal is close, there 
is no room for complacency, 
he says. “What is really im-
portant is that we double down 
on reaching the persistently 
missed children who are a top 
priority for our program.”

The message, he says, is 
simple: “A polio-free world is 
within reach. There is an op-
portunity, and now is the time 
to stay the course.”

For more information or 
to donate, visit niagaraon-
thelakerotary.ca.

Continued from page 15

Continued from page 18

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME EVALUATION

CALL OR TEXT GREG DIRECT

905.329.3484

$995,000
Gorgeous end unit townhome

 16 George Manor

$1,950,000
42 beautiful acres

 831 Concession 6

S O L D
OVER ASKING

$830,000 

 16 Henry Street, Virgil

S O L D
$950,000

Beautiful Virgil, 2,174 square feet

 121 Loretta Drive

S O L D
CONDITIONALLY

S O L D
OVER ASKING

 6 Brown’s Point  $3,995,000
6 bedroom, 8 bathrooms. Over 11,000 ft.

 5 Sandalwood  $3,250,000
5,500 square feet of finished living space

Rotary members get to work planting End Polio Now tulip bulbs. 

Rotary president Patricia Murenbeeld is pleased to have 
Lord Mayor Betty Disero proclaim Oct. 24 World Polio Day. 
(Penny Coles)
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