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Daylight
Saving Time 
ends Sunday 
at 2 a.m.  
Don’t forget 
to turn your 
clocks back.

NOTL Museum
Poppy Project
a work of art

Poppies made by local volunteers 
are draped along the front of the 
Niagara-on-the-Lake Museum. One 
is part of a poppy garden (left), the 
other leading across the lawn, point-
ing to the Canadian flag. (Photos by  
Penny Coles)

After successfully keep-
ing COVID-19 at bay for 
almost 18 months, Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake Hydro is 
experiencing its first out-
break, with two employees 
having tested positive.

The Henegan Road of-
fice is closed until further 
notice, says president Tim 
Curtis, but customers can 
still access staff, who are 

working from home by 
phone.

The line crew continues 
to work outside, he added.

All NOTL Hydro staff 
members are vaccinated, 
says Curtis, as are the two 
people who have tested 
positive for COVID.

One is a dad whose two 
children became infected at 
a Niagara Falls school. He 
was tested by Public Health, 
as were his children, when 
they began showing symp-

toms, and although all 
three were sick, they’re re-
covering, Curtis said.

The second employee 
tested negative with a rapid 
test on Friday, but positive 
on Monday. He is suspected 
to have contracted COVID 
at work from the first per-
son, who had been home 
quarantining with his fam-
ily for a few days.

Curtis says in addition 
to the vaccination policy, 
employees have been using 

the rapid antigen tests three 
times a week. The tests are 
supplied free by the NOTL 
Chamber of Commerce to 
small and medium-sized 
businesses, to help employ-
ers and employees protect 
each other at the workplace 
and those they may come 
in contact with. NOTL Hy-
dro, which is owned by the 
Town of NOTL, has been 
using the tests to try to pre-
vent infection spread.

All staff members had 

been tested by Tuesday 
morning, with some still 
awaiting results. Curtis had 
already received news of his 
negative test. 

“We made the decision 
to close,” said Curtis. “We’re 
working under the direc-
tion of Public Health, but 
it was our decision. We’ll 
be relying on their guid-
ance for next steps, and will 
make decisions with our 
focus on keeping this con-
tained.”

Penny Coles
The Local

The exterior of the  
Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu-
seum has been draped 
with poppies painstak-
ingly made with love by  
volunteers.

Cascading from the bell 
tower, thousands of poppies 
flow in a ribbon of red down 
the side of the museum by the 
main door, over some green-
ery and along the lawn to the 
Canadian flag. The instal-
lation art makes a stunning 
statement leading up to Nov. 
11, with poppies that have 
been considered symbols of 
Remembrance Day for more 
than 100 years.

Churches, museums and 
other organizations across 
the province and the country 
have created similar Poppy 
Project displays to honour 
veterans of all wars, and last 
year the Niagara Falls Histo-
ry Museum had more than 
11,000 bright red blossoms 

draped across the front of its 
building.

After a donation of about 
1,500 crocheted and knitted 
poppies from the Niagara 
Falls museum, 40 NOTL 
volunteers formed a local 
poppy brigade to add to the 
collection. During the past 
six weeks they knitted, cro-
cheted, glued, cut, and at-
tached about 4,000 poppies 
to netting at an assembly line 
inside the Castlereigh Street 
museum.

Monday morning, under 
sunny skies on a beautiful fall 
day, the volunteers carried 
them carefully outside to be 
hung by men from Davy Tree 
Service, which also donated 
its services for the job, trim-
ming tree branches where 
they were in the way. The 
men said although they’ve 
used their bucket truck to 
hang Christmas lights, hang-
ing poppies was a new experi-
ence for them.

Continued on page 5

Penny Coles
The Local

Closed due to the pandem-
ic actually means due to a 
COVID outbreak at the NOTL 
Hydro office.
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Canine control officer believes he’s out of a job
But nobody’s told him
officially he’ll be replaced

Ken Reid, the town’s animal 
control officer for more than 
20 years, knows his days on the 
job are numbered.

And some members of the 
public are outraged.

A long-time friend, Anna 

Marie Warriner, called The Lo-
cal, infuriated the town was not 
renewing Reid’s contract, and 
that nobody had the decency 
to tell him until he asked.

She went looking online for 
him and found a request for 
proposals that seems to indi-
cate pretty clearly Reid is soon 
to be out a job.

She knows him to be kind, 
compassionate, thoughtful, 
a gentle and respectful man 
who loves animals, and goes 
out of his way to help people. 
He’s highly regarded by those 
who know him in the commu-
nity, especially those who have 
required his services or had a 
beloved pet safely returned to 
them. Warriner was outraged 
that the town would want  
to eliminate the job he’s had 
for more than two decades, 
first with his wife, Kea, and 
since her passing in 2016, on 

his own.
He typically gets a call to 

stop by the town hall and re-
new his contract, usually by 
Nov. 1, Reid says, but this year, 
when he didn’t hear anything, 
he went to the town and started 
asking questions.

“They haven’t told me any-
thing officially yet. After 22 
years, they haven’t even talked 
to me.”

Instead, a staff member said 
“they were going a different 
route, and I should check out 
the town’s website.” There he 
found the request for proposals 
he sees as directed at a humane 
society or some similar large, 
established organization, with 
staff and facilities to impound 
animals.

There is no way Reid’s one-
man operation, with a few 
kennels on his property, could 
handle what the town is asking.

The proposal is for NOTL 
and Grimsby combined, and 
for services to begin Jan 1. 

Other municipalities, in-
cluding Thorold, Niagara Falls, 
Lincoln, West Lincoln, Port 
Colborne and Fort Erie, “may 
be interested in joining this 
joint proposal,” the town docu-
ment states.

Reid is currently on duty 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days 
a week, to pick up dogs and 
cats, road kill, and fulfill other 
services, such as responding 
to complaints, enforcing town 
bylaws, and writing fines, if nec-
essary. He has kennels to keep 
animals overnight, but more 
often than not he is able to re-
unite them with their owners 
before that becomes necessary. 
“I’ve been doing this for so long, 
I know most of the dogs, and 
who they belong to,” he says.

At one time he and and his 
late wife Kea were paid by the 
call, and took them at all hours, 
but they were eventually put on 
salary, at about $40,000 a year, 
he says.

From the time he and Kea 
began working with the town, 
they would look for bylaw 
compliance through media-
tion, not by writing fines. If a 
dog got loose and they picked 
it up, they would return it to its 
owner, and he still follows that 
practice. 

He just replaced his truck 
with something newer, that 
looks a little better for the job 
he’s doing, he says, and already 
has the Animal Control sign on 
the side, “but now I’m not go-
ing to have a job.”

After hours, calls currently 
go to the Niagara Falls Humane 
Society. If it happens to submit 
a successful proposal — Reid is 
speculating, given they already 
do part of the job — residents 
would have to drive out to 
Chippawa to pick up their pet, 
and pay a fine in order to get it 
back.

He suggests the services the 
town is looking for would like-
ly cost about $180,000 — the 
town did not get back to The 
Local with an estimate of what 
it’s expected to cost.

The document describes a 
contractor required to capture 
and hold on to cats and dogs, 
confirm licences, and pick up 
and dispose of road-kill, em-
ploy sufficient, qualified and 
trained staff, and set traps to 
capture loose animals, includ-
ing coyotes, on private prop-
erty. It also calls for emergency 
services seven days a week, 24 
hours a day. That includes as-
sistance to any public agency, 

or member of the public, re-
garding the safety of any ani-
mal or the safety of any person 
who is in risk of harm from an 
animal.

And it requires, removing, 
impounding, euthanizing or 
otherwise disposing of animals 
which are found to be at large, 
injured, deceased, in immedi-
ate danger of injury or death, or 
pose a risk to the public.

The RFP says the contrac-
tor “shall also provide expertise 
to the parties in the develop-
ment of a new animal care and 
control bylaw.”

About 10 years ago, Reid 
says, there was talk of putting 
the job of canine control officer 
out for proposals. Word got out, 
the community was outraged, 
and although the Reids had 
to apply for the job, they were 
hired. At that time they were 
taking calls at all times of day or 
night. But about five years ago, 
Ken was put on salary, and re-
duced to a 12-hour day.

What the town is look-
ing for now is far outside the 
scope of what Reid would be 
able to do. When his contract 
ends Dec. 31, he’s not likely, at 
the age of 68, to be able to find 
employment doing something 
else, although years on the job 
have kept him fit and healthy, 
he says.

He acknowledges the job 
of a canine control officer is 
becoming a thing of the past, 
that smaller municipalities are 
contracting with larger orga-
nizations, or, as indicated in 
the RFP, partnering with other 
municipalities, “but more than 
anything, I find it pretty disre-
spectful that they didn’t tell me, 
that they didn’t have the cour-
tesy to let me know.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Santa in St. Davids last year, waving at boys and girls. (File photo)

Santa’s ready and excited 
for trip through town 

Santa Claus still isn’t sure 
of the date, but he’s keeping 
some time open to visit all 
five communities of Niagara- 
on-the-Lake.

In his down time this sum-
mer, he’s been playing golf and 
volunteering with some orga-
nizations that help children, 
but now he’s working full out, 
getting ready for Christmas.

He will be sitting in a sleigh, 
pulled by a truck, and last year, 
he says, there were occasions 
when the driver stopped and 
gave him some time to chat 
with kids and their parents, and 
have photos taken with them.

“It was really a unique ex-
perience, something I don’t 
usually have a chance to do,” he 
says. He was also close enough 
to see kids’ faces, and even call 
to them and have a little con-
versation. “It made for a more 
personal interaction.”

Santa remembers the 
NOTL parade from the be-
ginning, and recalls a local 
business, Simpson’s Pharma-
cy, sponsored Santa’s float and 
provided the truck to guide it 
through NOTL streets.

He enjoyed the change in 
route last year, although he ad-
mits to being a little sore on the 
backside from sitting so long 
after the trip through Glendale, 
Virgil, St. Davids, Queenston 
and the Old Town, “but it was a 
lot of fun, and I’m really elated 
to do it again this year.”

Last year was perfect 
weather, “but I’d love a little bit 
of snow — that really makes it 
a great day.”

There won’t be the crowds 
he remembers from previous 
years when everyone gath-
ered on Old Town streets, but 
he will get to once again ad-
mire the beautifully decorated 
homes along the route, in the 
daylight, rather than on his 
sleigh at night. Seeing all the 

concessions and lines in the 
rural areas also gave him a new 
perspective on how beautiful 
this town is, he added, which 
is impossible for him to do on 
Christmas Eve, when he has so 
many places to visit, with his 
reindeer flying him all over the 
world with presents for all the 
boys and girls.

However, he will miss the 
great Christmas music of the 
marching bands in the tradi-
tional parade — NOTL always 
has the best bands and floats.

“Of all the parades I’ve been 
in, it’s the best.”

Santa would like to remind 
all the moms and dads to help 
out by writing kids names, 
black on white so he can see 
them, and call out to them 
along the way.

“Looking forward to being 
part of the Christmas season in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake,” he adds.

“I haven’t received an official 
date and route this year, so stay 
tuned to your local newspaper.”

Penny Coles
The Local

Ken Reid is sure his job is coming to an end, to be replaced by a humane society or other large 
organization. (Penny Coles)
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The Davy House was a B&B for 15 years, but won’t be for at least a year. (Photo supplied)
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Harsh penalty for short-term rentals questioned by councillors
A decision of council on 

the appropriate punishment 
for an owner who rented 
an illegal country inn for a 
short time does not sit well 
with one councillor, or with 
a resident who has lost her 
income.

When Jennifer Tilley 
found herself in a tight fi-
nancial situation, she took 
the advice of a person who 
manages property rentals in 
Niagara-on-the-Lake and 
other towns, and advertised 
and then rented out the 
Davy House on Davy Street, 
after she had applied for the 
licence and submitted pay-
ment, but before the process 
was completed.

The house had been 
a bed and breakfast for 
about 15 years — although 
it took the previous owners 
four years and a successful 
Ontario Muncipal Board 
appeal to get their licence 
— but since it has been a 
successful B&B for so long, 
she wasn’t expecting any 
problems.

At last week’s council 
meeting, when Tilley and 
real estate agent Katie Aeby 
joined the virtual meeting 
to give Tilley’s side of the 
story, they were only able to 
sway one councillor.

Wendy Cheropita was 
sympathetic to Tilley’s 
plight, and felt the penal-
ty was harsh. Councillors 
didn’t know all the facts 
of the situation, Cheropita 
said. She told The Local that 
given the pandemic and all 
the issues Tilley has faced, 
council could have decided 
to be kind, and given her the 
benefit of the doubt, rather 
than chasing such a harsh 
punishment. 

Coun. Gary Burroughs, 
a member of the town’s 
short-term rental commit-
tee told The Local he felt 
the penalty was “overzeal-
ous,” because, there is no 
allowance for that severe a 
punishment included in the 
current bylaw, and no warn-
ing given. The bylaw is soon 
to be amended, and should 
detail the possible penalties, 
but there is nothing in place 
to guide councillors now.

Burroughs said he didn’t 
support Cheropita’s motion 

to overturn the decision for 
Tilley because it applied to 
only one of three cases that 
were heard, and his objec-
tion was that there was no 
justification for the penal-
ties for all three, especially 
when the three appeals to 
the licensing committee re-
sulted in recommendations 
for much-reduced penalties.

Coun. Norm Arsenault, 
also on the short-term rental 
committee with Burroughs, 
strongly agreed with the 
year-long penalty, saying 
if someone rents without a 
licence, they should be pe-
nalized. 

The beautiful sprawling 
historic home under ques-
tion is in a commercialized 
area of the Old Town, sur-
rounded by the Moffat Inn, 
the Prince of Wales Hotel, 
and another large B&B. It is 
not an area that looks like a 
residential neighbourhood, 
and there are no neighbours 
to disturb.

Although Tilley did not 
speak herself at council — 
she was nervous just being 
part of the virtual meeting, 
and felt Aeby was better able 
to speak for her.

Aeby acknowledges that 
Tilley might have been bet-
ter to speak for herself at 
council, allowing council-
lors to hear her tell her own 

story, but Tilley said she was 
much too nervous.

She stresses when she 
speaks of recent events that 
she knows she made a mis-
take by moving too quickly 
to rent the house. She owns 
that bad decision, and re-
grets making it, she said.

She applied for a licence 
in July, and it wasn’t until 
October that she received a 
letter from the town saying 
her licence had been denied. 
The only unresolved issue 
by then was that she was ad-
vertising and renting rooms. 

Tilley had purchased the 
Davy House in 2020 and 
moved to NOTL to live in 
it with her family, which 
includes her two ailing par-
ents and three sons.

She had been going 
through a difficult divorce, 
had been litigating in Su-
perior Court for six years, 
and still struggles with seri-
ous emotional issues, some 
which can’t be discussed in 
a public forum.

She is a “blessed single 
mom of three sweet young 
boys,” she said. She has 
heard there are some people 
in the community and on 
council who do not consid-
er her single, but says, “I am 
100 percent a single mother 
and I support my children 
in every way, including fi-

nancially.”
She feels her finances 

seem to have turned peo-
ple against her, that coun-
cillors and others believe if 
she could afford the Davy 
House, which she bought 
with her parents, then she 
shouldn’t need rental in-
come to keep it.

She takes responsibility 
for the situation she is in, 
but says renting the house 
now is the only way out.

When she made the deci-
sion to buy the Davy House, 
she did so “in a flurry. My 
goal was to find a home, 
school, and get my boys set-
tled before school started so 
I would not have to uproot 
them and interrupt any part 
of their school year.”

The house was the only 
one she found with enough 
rooms for the family. Her 
parents need to live with her, 
because she’s their caregiver. 

Unfortunately her 
mother had a handful of 
bad falls at Davy House, 
which has old, uneven 
floors that change levels 
from one room to the next. 
Falling contributed to se-
rious health issues she was 
already suffering from be-
fore moving to NOTL, said 
Tilley. The decision was 
made to sell the house for 
her mother’s safety, and they 

found another home not 
too far away, with a closing 
of six months to give them 
time to sell the Davy Street 
house.

When Aeby tried to ex-
plain to council why the 
house wasn’t selling because 
the licence to rent the house 
was denied, councillors 
questioned her. A licence 
doesn’t transfer from one 
owner to another, she was 
told. But Aeby explained the 
house is too large and too 
costly for the current mar-
ket. Anyone looking at it is 
thinking of it as a short-term 
rental. And once they hear 
a licence has been denied, 
they’re scared off, thinking 
they will have trouble being 
licensed.

Waiting for that licence 
to come through was “an 
awful time” for Tilley, with 
both she and her father 
dealing with health issues. 
“I was trying to take care of 
everybody, and I was strug-
gling,” she said.  

They were also dealing 
with bridge financing, had 
a home they needed to sell, 
and a market that wasn’t 
supporting it.

That was when she was 
introduced to the rental 
agency, and overwhelmed 
and desperate, took the ad-
vice “that it was not a big 

issue to rent for a few weeks 
as the renewal should be 
imminent.” She turned it 
over to the agency, having 
no idea how serious an issue 
it was, she said.

“I most certainly know 
now. And I know I did 
something wrong and that 
ultimately it was only my 
poor choice that has con-
tributed to all this.”

With the penalty of not 
receiving the rental licence 
for a year, “I don’t know if 
we will ever bounce back 
from this financially.”

She is also very upset 
that she’s been accused pub-
licly of failing a fire safety 
inspection, a serious issue, 
which was never the case. 
Town staff confirmed for 
The Local that there were no 
fire safety issues identified 
during the licensing process. 

Once council ratified the 
committee of the whole de-
cision, it would be difficult, 
although not impossible, to 
overturn, said Burroughs.

The only avenue to re-
verse the decision would be 
for a two-thirds majority of 
council to agree to reopen-
ing the discussion and tak-
ing another vote, but with 
eight out of nine votes at 
council upholding the year-
long penalty, that’s not likely 
to happen, he said.

Penny Coles
The Local
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Developer John Hawley, Lord Mayor Betty Disero and Dr. Tim Bastedo, who will relocate to the 
medical centre when it’s completed, thanked all those involved in getting the project underway.  
(Photos by Penny Coles)
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June opening expected for new medical centre
The long-awaited 

ground-breaking of the 
new medical centre in 
The Village took place last 
Wednesday, with Lord 
Mayor Betty Disero, town 
councillors and Region-
al Coun. Gary Zalepa on 
hand to help celebrate the 
occasion.

Standing on the open 

field behind the Garrison 
Village Plaza, local devel-
oper John Hawley rem-
inisced about a time, 25 
years ago, when most of the 
surrounding area was open 
field. The medical centre is 
an important addition, he 
said.

There were congratula-
tions all around, with Haw-
ley thanking “all who made 
this happen.” He expressed 
his gratitude for the town 

working with him to get to 
the point where the project 
is ready to move forward.

Hawley has been to 
council twice, first to ask 
for development charges 
to be deferred until the 
building is completed and 
rented, and more recently, 
for a conditional building 
permit so he could begin 
construction. On both oc-
casions, councillors were 
enthusiastic about the proj-
ect and willing to help get it 
moving.

Disero expressed her 
gratitude to the Hawley 
family, “for stepping up” 
and taking the initiative 

when health team doctors 
didn’t know where they 
were going to go.

She said she was thrilled 
to see the project move 
forward, as is her mother 
Lena, who was also on hand 
for the celebration, saying 
she will be happy to be able 
to walk to the health hub to 
see her doctor.

The doctors in the for-
mer hospital building and 
other health team members 
were given assurance by 
council that they could stay 
on Wellington Street until 
the new facility is ready for 
occupancy.

Patients of the Niagara 

North Family Health team 
doctors who will relocate to 
The Village look forward to 
the completion of the new 
building, including Village 
residents, said Hawley.

Located on Garrison 
Village Drive beside the 
CIBC, the 8,000-square-
foot facility will be home 
to physicians Iram Ahmed, 
Tim Bastedo, Karen Berti, 
Samreen Malik and Pratik 
Kalani, as well as executive 
director Mary Keith and 
other members of the Ni-
agara North Family Health 
Team. The site also includes 
a new facility for Life Labs. 

Completion and occu-
pancy of the building is 
expected to be June, when 
members of the Niagara 
North Family Health Team 
now in the medical clinic 
in Virgil, including nurs-
es, nurse practitioners, so-
cial workers, dieticians, an 
occupational therapist, a 
pharmacist, and chiropo-
dist, will relocate to the new 
facility. They will be mov-
ing out of the Virgil medi-
cal centre in January, when 
their lease will expire, until 
their new permanent home 
in The Village is ready for 
them.

Family health team doc-
tors in the Virgil medical 
centre are expected to re-
main there, however, says 
Dr. Ronan O’Leary, “at this 
time we don’t have anything 
signed, so we have no firm 
plans as of yet.”

Penny Coles
The Local

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE • LANDSCAPE

 LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED
MIKE NOVARRO

owner/operator
WSIB FULLY INSURED

c. 905.984.0628
mikenovarro@gmail.com

maintenancebytheyard.com

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR 
FALL MAINTENANCE NEEDS.

 • Trimming of  
    shrubs and bushes
 • Leaf clearing  
 • Tree removal
 • Yard cleanup
 • Dump runs

REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark

Dentists
and their registered 

Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
www.niagaradental.ca

A large group of supporters gathered for the official ground-turning of the new medical hub.
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Poppy Project will remain until after Remembrance Day
Barbara Worthy, organiz-

er of the local project, says 
while the volunteers have put 
a lot of time and effort into 
creating the display, it’s also 
been a lot of fun for them.

“It’s really been about 
collegiality, team work, 
and camaraderie. Everyone 
worked together and made 

it memorable.”
When the community 

comes together during a pan-
demic, “it shows what we can 
do, putting our ability togeth-
er as a group.”

Worthy says she is “be-
yond pleased” at how well 
the ambitious project worked 
out. “It’s what we envisioned 
and more. When we come 
together, the most amazing 
things can happen. At one 

point we were all singing First 
World War songs. There was 
some sadness at times, but 
also lots of fun. Everyone did 
a great job, and we’ll be back 
next year.”

The question will be 
where to store the poppy 
nets after Remembrance 
Day, she says, but the  
display will be back next year 
for sure, “bigger, better, and 
with more poppies.”

Continued from page 1

John Bald
Broker

Team Leader
905 984 1110

Lolita Hale
Sales 

Representative
905 380 6410
Lifetime NOTL 

Resident

F I N E  H O M E S  A N D  E S T A T E S  O F  N I A G A R A - O N - T H E - L A K EF I N E  H O M E S  A N D  E S T A T E S  O F  N I A G A R A - O N - T H E - L A K E

CALL US TO SELL YOUR 
RIVER WATERFRONT HOME

Asking $4,200,000

NIAGARA PARKWAY RIVER FRONT

SOLD

2000 sqft cape cod on a magnificent 2.6 acre lot, 
towering trees and access to 15 Mile Pond  

187 x 650 lot, 3 bedrooms, main floor family room,  
3 seasons room, renovate or build new 

MLS#H4112948  |  Asking $1,899,900

Bungaloft living at its best! Almost 3000 sqft of finished
living space on 3 levels. MF deck overlooking woodland 

behind. Fully finished suite in lower level with2nd kitchen/
bath/laundry/bedroom-with walk-out! Upper loft with 

another bedroom and bath. Backing onto nature! 
MLS#H4117804  |  Asking $1,299,000

WATERFRONT ST. CATHARINES BACKING ONTO NATURE
CALL US TO GET TOP VALUE 

FOR YOUR NOTL HOME

Asking $799,000

VIRGIL

SOLD
CAPE COD

BUNGALOFT

The team from Davy Tree Service did a great job helping vol-
unteers. They have hung Christmas lights before, they said, but 
never poppies. (Barbara Worthy)

Both sides of the museum are adorned with poppies. (Dorothy Steele)

Alex, a Davy Tree Service 
employee, helps raise the net 
of poppies. (Penny Coles)

Several volunteers were on hand Monday to help display the poppy netting. (Penny Coles)

Nancy Macri, Dee Steele, Janet Guy, Denise Ascenzio, Barbara Worthy, Terry Mactaggart, 
Deborah Paine, and Sue Henry were at the museum to help lift the poppy nets Monday. 
(Penny Coles)
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NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALLNEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL
DISTRESS CENTRE 

For depression, 
distress and crisis. 
24 hour help line: 
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH 
AND ADDICTIONS 

ACCESS 
(Toll Free) 

1-866-550-5205
GAMBLER’S 

ANONYMOUS 
905-351-1616

KIDS HELP PHONE 
Service for youth 
416-586-5437 

1-800-668-6868 
(Crisis Line) 

kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS 
ANONYMOUS 

Meetings every 
Wednesday evening  

8 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
St. Mark’s Parish Hall 
41 Byron St., NOTL 
or find a meeting 

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED 
WOMEN’S 
HELPLINE 

Mobile calls to: 
#SAFE (#7233) 
1-866-863-0511 

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS 
1-800-222-8477 

(TIPS) 
niagaratips.com 

Text 274637 (CRIMES), 
keyword: Niagara, 

then your tip
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Donald Combe 
Special to The Local

Love on the Spectrum 
(Netflix, 2019) is an Austra-
lian series that follows several 
autistic singles as they seek 

romantic relationships. These 
portraits of human connec-
tions are sympathetically 
handled. I found myself total-
ly engaged. 

Donald Combe is a re-
tired English teacher who 

loves to go to movies. Until 
he resumes going to theatres, 
he has graciously agreed to 
share his opinions, through 
“short and sweet” exclusives, 
of Netflix series and movies for  
The Local.

View from the couch
Letters! We want letters!

If you have a letter to the editor you’d like to see published, 
please send it to penny@notllocal.com. Please try to keep it 
to about 350 words. Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous 
letters. And please stick to the issue at hand, rather than 
attacking those involved. The deadline is Monday at noon.

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

The Girl (La Nina) and 
the resulting floods

Niagara Region has been 
inundated with rainfall over 
the past week and a bit. Many 
residents witnessed swollen 
ditches, the creation of ponds 
where they never existed, and 
creeks turning into rivers.

We have had an excep-
tionally wet fall so far. This 
is largely a circumstance of a 
global phenomenon known 
as La Nina. We’re looking at 
a globally influential weather 
event that occurs every hand-
ful of years, without guarantee 
or predictability as to when it 
will take hold, or how long it 
will last. The translation lit-
erally means “the girl,” versus 
its counterpart weather oper-
ative, El Nino, “the boy.” I per-
sonally love the dichotomy of 
the boy versus the girl in its 

In 2019, a distinguished 
expert named Dr. Paul De-
mers was asked by the Min-

simplicity, but also potency, 
for worldwide weather. It is 
quite fascinating.

Although this influences 
weather in an immediate sit-
uation, which is exactly what 
weather is, La Nina is still 
considered a worldwide cli-
mate pattern, given its broad 
and noticeable impacts across 
the globe. 

So, what can southern 
Ontario and the eastern half 
of North America expect for 
this fall and winter with La 
Nina? 

Weather experts and ana-
lysts are telling us to prepare 
for plenty of the white stuff. 
We’ve had a particularly hot 
summer, which has scorched 
Lake Ontario and Lake Erie 
to the point where they will 
remain thawed for an unusu-
ally long time. That soupy hot 
summer is just a precursor for 
what La Nina will bring for 
our cooler months ahead, as 
La Nina represents a cooling 
of the southern Pacific Ocean, 
and a warming fuel injector 
for the Atlantic Ocean. 

istry of Labour to investigate 
Ontario’s system of providing 
coverage for workers who 
attempt to receive compen-
sation for occupational dis-
eases and workplace cancers. 
His results were shocking.

Dr. Demers discovered 
that every year around 3,000 
Ontarians are diagnosed 
with cancers due to their 
work, of which around only 

We will get more rain 
and tropical moisture from 
the Gulf of Mexico. That has 
already clearly happened 
this fall. We are likely to ex-
perience an unusual amount 
of lake effect snow as cold 
air whips over the relatively 
warmer Great Lakes. 

As fall, and soon to be 
winter is likely to show us, we 
will experience more flood-
ing. In previous articles for 
The Local, I discussed a more 
political and immediate con-
notation about flooding. A lot 
of our local flooding straight 
up happens because we have 
removed flood protection 
barriers such as wetlands and 
fringe habitats along our wa-
terways, and paved over areas 
which once absorbed extreme 
amounts of water.

Let’s rewind to over 250 
years ago. Floods, La Nina, 
and other extreme weather 
events would have happened 
then, too. So why do floods 
occur, and what is their role in 

170 actually receive compen-
sation. It was clear that the 
vast majority of those who 
were exposed to cancer caus-
ing chemicals in the work-
place never received any 
sort of compensation for the 
illnesses they received from 
doing their work. In some 
cases, they barely received 
any information about their 
illnesses at all.

Unfortunately, having 
worked for most of my life in 
a manufacturing plant I am 
all too aware of the chem-
icals we were exposed to. I 
must concede that workplace 
safety measures have dra-
matically improved from my 
early days on the shop floor, 
but it’s fair to say that many 
of us simply didn’t know 
enough about the materials 
we were dealing with back 
then. In some cases, we were 
dealing with chemicals and 
compounds before our sci-
entists even really knew the 
long-term effects of that. Of 
course, we weren’t alone. In 
Northern Ontario, workers 
were subjected to a preven-
tive measure against the lung 
disease silicosis. ‘McIntyre 
Powder’ was a finely ground 
aluminum dust blown into 
the mine dry (change room) 
before every shift — you 
could be fired for not inhaling 
it. It was used, with no scien-
tific justification, to “coat the 
lungs” of miners to prevent 
damage from silica dust. 
Many decades later it would 
be proven to cause Parkin-
son’s Disease, and to con-
tribute to the development 
of COPD. Further investiga-
tions are ongoing regarding 
potential links to sarcoidosis, 
cardiovascular disease, and 
other health issues. After 
decades of fighting, some of 
those workers finally received 
compensation. Others are 
denied, due to their medical 
records being no longer avail-
able to prove their diagnoses.

I didn’t realize how en-
demic this issue was until I 
met a group of workers from 
Peterborough. You may have 
heard from them as the plight 
of their families was movingly 
documented in the CBC doc-
umentary, Town of Widows. 
As you can draw from the 

name, the families represent-
ing a highly effected occupa-
tional disease area – known 
as a ‘cluster’ – have spent de-
cades trying to understand 
what cut their loved ones’ 
lives so short, and demand-
ing justice for them. In Pe-
terborough’s case, the formi-
dable group has gone to great 
lengths to prove their loved 
ones were routinely exposed 
to asbestos and other carcin-
ogens, despite the compa-
ny’s protests to the contrary. 
When WSIB refused to prop-
erly investigate the exposures, 
the victims and families did 
their own extensive investiga-
tion, which had to be funded 
by their union instead.

When we began to scratch 
at the surface we quickly re-
alized two things. First, that 
these occupational disease 
clusters were widespread 
across the province, and two, 
that in each case, workers 
had taken up the struggle 
to get their illnesses or the 
illnesses of their loved ones 
recognized by the provincial 
compensation system known 
as the Workplace Safety and 
Insurance Board (WSIB). If 
you’ve followed my career, 
you will know that I firmly 
believe the WSIB is broken 
and in need of deep reform. 
Too often I hear stories of 
workers in our community 
who are living on nothing 
as they attempt to get right-
ful compensation for their 
injuries. In fact, today in our 
province, 50 per cent of in-
jured workers live in pover-
ty. If you are injured in the 
workplace a flip of a coin de-
cides whether or not you will 
be condemned to poverty. 
Clearly this system, originally 
designed to create insurance 
for working people, is now 
failing its core mandate.

Take the story of Jean 

Simpson. Jean is 85 years old 
and for three decades she’s 
been trying to get justice 
for her husband Bud, who 
worked at a fibreglass plant 
in Sarnia. Bud unfortunately 
passed in 1997 from his illness, 
two days before Christmas. 
Yet as recently as two weeks 
ago, the WSIB demanded she 
provide Bud’s overtime state-
ments from the 1980s. This is 
how the WSIB treats a woman 
whose grief has been stretched 
out for three decades because 
of their action. When you talk 
to Jean, you can’t help but be 
moved by her courage and 
compassion. She is a very kind 
woman who has two goals, 
first to get justice for Bud and 
second, to ensure no other 
widow has to go through what 
she has. Her ask is simple – she 
wants the WSIB to stop wag-
ing war on her family.

Last week I held a press 
conference with a new group 
called the Occupational Dis-
ease Reform Alliance. It con-
tained workers and widows 
from Sarnia, Peterborough, 
Dryden, Sault Ste. Marie, 
Sudbury, Kitchener-Waterloo 
and here in Niagara. There are 
no doubt many more similar 
clusters across the province. 
I offered these indefatigable 
advocates the chance to speak 
directly to the Minister of 
Labour. Their requests were 
simple – review the clear lit-
erature on this and amend the 
WSIB legislation to give their 
families justice.

When I think back to my 
own manufacturing experi-
ence, the reason I was there 
was simple – to put food on 
the table for my family. That’s 
the reason any of us were 
there, and no one should 
have their lives cut short be-
cause of that. It’s time the law 
caught up with the science 
and recognized that.

Wayne Gates, MPP
Niagara Fall Riding

Continued on page 7
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to detail in all aspects of 
hair, Jenn’s passion for 
bridal up-dos and spe-
cial event styling show-
cases her talent.

Meet Cristina, Styl-
ist/Colourist and Own-
er. She has 15 years 
experience in scissor 
cutting, razor cutting, 
colouring and beau-
tifying in the hair in-
dustry. With train-
ing in RICA, Toni & 
Guy, Vidal Sassoon, 
Cezanne and many 

If you haven’t been to 
Swag Hair Company lo-
cated in Virgil, you are 
missing out!

The atmosphere in 
Swag is unique, unlike 
other salons and spas — 
from its modern design, 
layout and the products 
offered, right down to 
the music played. Not 
only does the salon  
offer the latest in hair 
trends for men and 
women, but it also  
provides a full-service 
spa. The team at Swag 
Hair Company are pas-
sionate, knowledgeable 
and believe in responsi-
ble beauty.

“We strive to give 
our clients 100 per cent 
of our craft each and  
every time they visit. 
The products we use in 
the salon and spa are as 
natural as possible to 
ensure the integrity of 
the hair, nails and skin.”

Swag Hair Compa-
ny has been in business 
since October 2016 and 
is growing rapidly. “We 
are thankful for the 
amazing support from 

our clientele and com-
munity and we would 
like to take this oppor-
tunity to introduce you 
to our highly skilled and 
artistic team.”

Meet Whitney, Es-
thetician/Skin Spe-
cialist/Lash and Brow 
Stylist. Whitney has 
more than 13 years of 
experience in aesthet-
ics and four years in  
lashing services. 

Her bubbly personal-
ity has her going above 
and beyond for her 

clients no matter what 
service they are having. 
Whitney’s professional-
ism is evident through 
continuously research-
ing her  industry and 
taking courses to ser-
vice clients to the best 
of her ability. She has a 
very holistic approach, 
believing in natural, 
nontoxic products such 
as RICA, Zoya and  
Wild Craft Skin Care. 
Pamper yourself with a  
spa treatment with 
Whitney and enjoy a 
relaxing experience.

Meet Nadia, Colour 
Specialist. Nadia has 
26 years experience in 
the hair industry, fo-
cusing her expertise 
in all colour services. 
With training in Ave-
da, Goldwell and RICA 
hair colour, her pas-
sion for her profession 
is shown through her 
techniques and creative 
talent. Nadia specializes 
in all aspects of colour 
and is constantly keep-
ing up to date with on-
going education so she 
can provide her clients 
with the newest and  
latest in hair colour and 
hair trends.

Meet Jenn, Stylist/
Colourist/Bridal Spe-
cialist. The newest 
member of the Swag 
team, Jenn brings with 
her almost 10 years 
of experience in the 
hair industry. She has 
trained with some of the 
most prestigious names, 
such as L’Oreal, Redken, 
and Schwarzkopf and is  
certified in hair exten-
sions. With her attention 

Whitney
Jenn

Nadia Cristina

504 Line 2 Rd, Virgil | 289 868 8600 | swaghaircompany@gmail.com
www.swaghaircompany.ca Swag Hair Co. swaghairco504

The Lash & Brow Bar
Available at

• Lash Extensions • Lash Lifts • Tinting • Brow Design • Facials • Spray Tans
• Manicures • Pedicures - amongst many other esthetic services

Bring this in and Receive 20% OFF any esthetic service
*Cannot be combined with any other offer    *One per client

Reserve your appointments today!

SPECIALIZING IN

more under her belt, 
she is meticulous in  
her craft.  Cristina dis-
covered RICA, a line 
from Italy with a mot-
to that fits in with her 
vision for the salon. 
Cristina is passionate 
about hair and it can 
be seen through her 
excitement, creativity, 
knowledge and profes-
sionalism.

“We’ve got you cov-
ered, let our team pam-
per you from head to 
toe!” says Cristina.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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In the beginning, 
they were neighbours, 
two families living a 
couple of blocks apart in 
a new neighbourhood in 
the small town of Virgil. 

The Eymanns and 
Spiones have long his-
tories in the region and 
large extended fami-
lies. Both families have 
strong family bonds 
and over time, the fam-
ilies developed strong 
bonds with each other. 
They have shared values 
including a passion for 
their community and a 
passion for good food 
and drink. 

In time, the circle 
grew and came to in-
clude another cousin 
and family. 

As time passed, all 
shared a growing pas-
sion and drive to open a 
unique, quality restau-
rant in their own back-
yard, the town of Virgil. 
They focused on a long 
unused and somewhat 
derelict building. One 
that, although centrally 
located, had been un-
occupied by any busi-
ness for decades and 

was being overrun with 
trees and other vegeta-
tion (growing inside!). 
This was to become 
the site of both a new 
restaurant and the re-
birth of a historic Virgil 
building. 

Their shared strong 
family focus drove 
them to aspire to open 
a restaurant in which 
their guests would feel 
warm and welcomed, as 
though they too were a 
part of the family. 

The kitchen would 
be open and visible to 
create the sense of be-
ing welcomed into their 
home. 

The families also 
share a desire to pro-
vide the best in all as-
pects of the restaurant. 
The attention to detail 
in the ambiance, the 
decor, the equipment 
and the menu is evi-
dent and designed to 
showcase their passion 
for the restaurant. 

Bricks & Barley 
sources local ingredi-
ents directly from local 
farms. 

A stage is included to 

showcase local live en-
tertainment. The bever-
age menu is highlighted 
by the best in local wine 
and craft beer. 

Before opening its 
doors Bricks & Barley 
became a sponsor and 
supporter of local sports 
teams. The desire to pro-
vide the perfect meeting 
spot for sports teams 
and sports fans to come 
unwind, bond and share 

a delicious quality meal 
is a focal point of the 
restaurant. 

Bricks and Barley, a 
new establishment built 
to revive a site and born 
from a love and passion 
for food, family and 
friends. 

They welcome you to 
their family, their kitch-
en, their hearts and hope 
to be a part of your fam-
ily as you grow together!

Executive Chef Jeremy (Clark) Gilligan, Owner John Eymann, Owner Marco Spione, and General Manager Christie Devos. 
Missing from the photo is owner Michael Frendo.

1573 FOUR MILE CREEK RD., NOTL 
905-468-8808   |   BRICKSANDBARLEY.CA

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

* GREAT FOOD 
* GREAT TIMES  

* GREAT PEOPLE 
* WOOD-FIRED PIZZA  

* CRAFT BEER 
* LOCAL INGREDIENTS

Grand Opening Party 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 

25TH - 11 AM
Live Entertainment with 
Vinyl Flux at 9:30 pm

The full page is made up of a 

HALF PAGE AD and 
HALF PAGE ARTICLE 

Article word count: 450-500
Ad size: 10.25”w x 7”h

Publication Date Subject to Availability

NOTL Businesses contact

Karen at 905•641•5335   
at karen@notllocal.com

Businesses outside NOTL contact

Julia at 905•934•1040
at julia@notllocal.com

LocalLETTERS

Revised Parliament Oak proposal still incompatible
When the public meeting 

for the 325 King Street project 
(the former Parliament Oak 
School property) was delayed 
and I heard there would be re-
visions to the original proposal, 
I was so hopeful that the propo-
nents had perhaps finally read 
the official plan and the zoning 
bylaw and/or spent some time 
in our town trying to discover 
what makes it special.

Sadly, after watching the pro-
ceedings of the Urban Design 
Committee meeting held on 
Oct. 26,  it appears none of these 
things occurred. The height, 
density and total incompatibility 
of this proposed infill project are 
totally at odds with the official 
plan and zoning bylaw. 

The Parliament Oak site 
is classified as open space and 
community facilities in the of-
ficial plan and institutional in 
the zoning bylaw. So why is this 
high density residential devel-
opment even being considered? 
I agree, the town would bene-
fit from a diversity of housing 

meant to serve single family or 
semi-detached homes, as stated 
in the official plan, not the com-
ings and goings, garbage collec-
tion and deliveries of a 71-unit 
apartment building. Is this new, 
two-way street parallel to King 
Street even necessary? Why not 
use the existing (arterial) street? 

From the rear yards of the 
new single homes proposed 
for Regent Street, it appears 
to be a four-storey building. 
Who would want to sit in those 
rear yards, both looking at the 
building and being looked 
down upon? The road access to 
these 11 dwelling units seems 
excessive. They are surround-
ed by roads. Why is there so 
much paving? Eliminating the 
mid-block road might allow 
the semi-detached and singles 
to be set back further and have 
a more traditional access, rath-
er than creating yet another un-
necessary street system. 

Raising the grade to allow 
the apartment units to have ac-
cess to terraces on King, Centre 

types. And there are sites iden-
tified for intensification in the 
official plan, but 325 King Street 
is not, nor should it be one of 
them. It is in the middle of an 
Established Residential neigh-
bourhood of one, one-and-
a-half and two storey homes. 
Medium density residential is 
defined as a minimum of six 
and a maximum of 12 units per 
acre, not the 20 units per acre 
now proposed for the Parlia-
ment Oak site. There are some 
who hopefully see this as af-
fordable housing just because it 
promises apartments. There are 
more than two underground 
parking spaces per unit, an in-
door swimming pool and mul-
tiple entertaining rooms and 
terraces. This will not be afford-
able to most people. 

The Great Wall of the pro-
posed three storeys plus a me-
chanical penthouse stretches the 
entire block along King Street. 
The latest proposal does drop 
down to two storeys for a short 
distance at either end, but this 

and Gage Streets is a great idea 
for those suites, but this does not 
change the overall height of the 
building - 16.4m (53.8 feet) to 
the top of the mechanical pent-
house. Even if the mechanical 
penthouse is excluded, the true 
building height is 13 metres, not 
11 metres as noted on the draw-
ings and in the application. (Ten 
metres is the maximum build-
ing height in the official plan 
and zoning by-law.) Why is the 
true dimension never shown on 
the drawings? Bylaw definition 
of building height: 

BUILDING HEIGHT when 
used in reference to a building 
or structure, means the vertical 
distance measured from the av-
erage finished grade around the 
structure to the peak, except: (a) 
In the case of a flat or shed roof, 
the highest point of the roof’s 
surface; (b) In the case of a struc-
ture not having a roof, the up-
permost part of such structure; 
or (c) Where an exterior wall 
other than a required fire wall 
extends above the top of the roof 

gesture, along with the heritage 
walk identified on the site plan 
and depicted in the artful ren-
derings will do nothing to di-
minish the oppressive nature of 
the wall. The linear park already 
exists. The developers are sim-
ply adding some plant material 
and paving stones and claiming 
authorship. The surrounding 
streetscape and neighbourhood 
is composed of a rhythm of built 
form (houses) and open space 
(gardens and side yards). This is 
the syncopation that creates the 
charm of the town. 

In the latest presentation 
to the urban design commit-
tee, the developer and architect 
have proposed some thought-
ful (though ultimately useless) 
gestures. Yes, dipping the road 
down in the middle of the 
block subdues the entry/drop-
off area, but the road still has 
to rise up to meet the residen-
tial roads of Gage and Centre 
Streets at either end, and there-
in the problem lies. These two 
roads are residential roads and 

of a building, the topmost part of 
such exterior wall. 

Adding the singles into the 
mix has been done to mitigate 
the transition from the existing 
neighbourhood to the apart-
ment building. Maybe it is a 
radical idea, but why not have 
a proposal that does not require 
mitigation? A proposal that is 
inherently compatible with the 
town and the neighbourhood? 
One that achieves ‘a harmo-
nious design and integrate(s) 
with the surrounding area and 
(does) not negatively impact 
the lower density residential 
uses’? (O.P. 2019 4.10.3.5.a) 

Town planning director 
Craig Larmour has said “. . . the 
town does not have many op-
tions to influence infill or rede-
velopment areas such as the Par-
liament Oak development.” If the 
town has no control, who does? 
The developers? This is absurd. 
As my husband says, “it is time to 
put the NO back in NOTL.”

Connie Tintinalli
Gage Street

Flooding can actually benefit nature and humanity
a global state of homeostasis 
and environmental balance? 
The very balance that we have 
perverted as a westernized 
culture?

Firstly, there is the natural 
need for nutrient distribution. 

In wholesome and uninter-
rupted ecosystems, we need 
to picture a river flowing for 
dozens of miles. In a flood, 
the very soil it erodes from 
the banks upstream may be 
different from that of the 
soil of another world down-
stream. The soil is different in 
density, nutrients, and chem-

ical compounds. These com-
pounds become removed 
from their original location 
and moved to a new neck of 
the woods, where grand oaks 
and hickories benefit from 
their delivery, as such sedi-
ments become deposited on 
their exposed roots and the 
banks of the creek. 

Let’s also consider which 
animals benefit from the rise 
of waters, even if our own 
species is self-righteously 
vexed by such instances. In 
both spring and fall, multiple 
species of fish receive the en-
vironmental cues to head up-
stream to spawn. In a person-
ified sense, the salmon and 
trout and pike must think, 
“Wow, here is my chance to 
get as far up as possible and 
lay my eggs safely inland, 
where the creek will later 
wash the spawn out to the 
big lake again.” In this event, 
birds of prey and opportun-
ist omnivores find windows 
of chance to feast on intense 
amounts of protein by catch-
ing some fish, ultimately sus-
taining the food web and its 

equilibrium. 
Fish don’t think about di-

ets, because they don’t have 
emotional ideals of their body 
and general health. They just 
eat what’s available and neces-
sary. Humans certainly think 
about this, though. When we 
commit to a certain dietary 
regiment, we are essentially 
flushing our system — our in-
ner ecosystem — of all things 
that are in excess. How is a 
flood across a landscape any 
different?

Floods push clogged de-
bris out of the way and spread 
it about downstream, creating 
new habitats within the same 
watershed. Major water levels 
transport sediment, largely 
because of unchecked agri-
cultural runoff, out of the sys-
tem. This is basically a large-
scale cleansing operation 
which is necessary to prevent 
excess buildup of unwanted 
materials, the human equiv-
alent of flushing ourselves to 
remove various toxins and 
fats alike. 

The concept of flooding 
existed ages before our estab-

lished human existence. If we 
rewind time and consider that 
floods actually intermittently 
benefitted waterways and hu-

manity, we would spend less 
time bickering about how the 
water ended up in our back-
yard.

Continued from page 6

Owen Bjorgan investigates a wetland in Niagara Falls which 
is known for collecting and slowing excess precipitation. 
(Photo supplied)

Unusually high waters and streams of this fall are likely a 
result of La Nina, but floods are also a natural part of an 
ecosystem lifestyle. (Owen Bjorgan)



8 notllocal.com

Janice Thomson (Photo by Baldini Vandersluys Photographers)

November 3, 2021                THE NOTLLocal

Janice Thomson nominated for award for innovation
Janice Thomson, best-

known locally for her years 
as the president of the Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake Chamber of 
Commerce, has been nomi-
nated for a  Women in Busi-
ness award for innovations 
in hospitality and tourism 
industries.

Since the spring of 2019, 
Thomson has headed Niag-
ara Falls Tourism, a role she 
relishes, and was a good move 
for her to make, she says.

She spent the first while 
learning everything she could 
about Niagara Falls tourism 
and the opportunities it of-
fers, but less than a year into 
it, she found herself facing 
the challenges of an emerging 
pandemic.

She learned early the chal-
lenges travel would present. 
Thomson had taken her first 
real holiday in years, a trip 

to Barbados for two weeks, 
leaving on March 12. But that 
was 2020, and two days later, 
she was staying in a beauti-
ful home, alone, with friends 
she was expecting to join her 
having decided to cancel their 
trip. She celebrated her birth-
day alone, and loved it. “It was 
paradise,” she said.

And then she got a call 
from a friend in Niagara 
Falls saying she better make 
arrangements to fly home 
as soon as possible, or she 
wouldn’t get home.

That turned out to be 
good advice, and by the 
time she was back in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake and quaran-
tining, Niagara Falls hotels 
were putting hearts of soli-
darity in their windows, as it 
quickly became apparent that 
this was a dire situation. The 
so-important international 
visitors were no longer able 
to visit, and even locals were 
being told to stay home. The 

federal and provincial restric-
tions were already impacting 
hospitality and tourism sec-
tors, those very industries she 
was tasked with helping pros-
per, more than any other.

It’s been a matter ever 
since of making innovative, 
pivotal decisions at every 
turn, always unsure of what 
the future would bring as 
pandemic restrictions influ-
enced every cautious step tak-
en during a health crisis.

And to her, said Thom-
son, that was always the focus 
— that whatever decisions 
she made, they were first and 
foremost in response to the 
health crisis, the fact that peo-
ple were getting sick and dy-
ing always on her mind.

At Niagara Falls Tourism, 
“two-thirds of the staff were 
laid off, the other third left 
holding things together from 
home,” she says.

Those left went to work 
on marketing strategies, with 
safety always an issue, and 
always a Plan A, B or C, de-
pending on how they were 
affected by fluctuating restric-
tions. Plans A and B counted 
on some return of visitors, 
Plan C was relying on locals.

There were regular news-
letters to communicate with 
members, and soon, the focus 
became one of survival.

It had became obvious 
that they were no longer 
facing a tourism issue but a 

health crisis, one that could 
only be resolved by health ex-
perts.

The health crisis “created 
a trickle-down effect on the 
economy, and on society,” un-
related to tourism.

Fortunately they received 
federal and provincial fund-
ing, and planned to revive a 
marketing plan, but that had 
to be put on hold.

With crowds not allowed, 
the Festival of Lights, which 
was having a good year, had 
to be closed early. It had been 
organized to be held safely, 
with people driving through, 
walking with families, or 
enjoying the lights safely 
through restaurant or hotel 
windows.

“That was a bit of a blow, 
but we had one of our best 
years,” she said.

However, things are start-
ing to look up. 

In the summer there were 
five performances filmed 
outdoors with Grammy 
Award-winning Canadian 
singer Alessia Cara. It show-
cases five of her new songs at 
five Niagara Falls iconic lo-

cations, including one on the 
ferris wheel, and one as she 
is walking down Clifton Hill. 
The production, Alessia Cara 
- Live from Niagara Falls, was 
broadcast on TV and You-
Tube in August.

That helped set Niagara 
Falls for its future as an enter-
tainment and family destina-
tion, said Thomson.

Recently announced are 
more than 75 live music per-
formances taking place at  20 
indoor venues across the city 
between Dec. 27 and Jan. 1, 
including Blue Rodeo, Serena 
Ryder and Crown Lands on 
New Year’s Eve.

There will be several 
events each night, with 13 op-
tions on New Year’s Eve.

When the plans were 
made, capacity limits were at 
50 per cent. “Now, with those 
restrictions lifted, it feels es-
pecially good to be able to do 
this. We have strong activities 
going at a good time, when 
people are looking for good, 
live entertainment, and we 
have it for them. It’s creating a 
different kind of energy.”

Yet, despite that good feel-

ing, not far from Thomson’s 
mind are those who have 
been sick and died during 
this pandemic, and all that 
has shifted in our lives. She 
sees people working harder 
than ever, working smarter, 
and working together for the 
benefit of the area to help it 
get back to normal.

In response to being 
nominated for an award for 
innovation, she says, “I’m 
only doing my job, trying to 
come up with ideas that are 
new, different and interesting, 
in response to a pandemic. 
What will give me the great-
est pleasure is seeing people 
fulfilling their dreams, having 
less stress. Every single person 
is stretched in some way, and 
I’d like to see an end of that for 
them.” 

The annual Women in 
Business Awards, spon-
sored by the Greater Niagara 
Chamber of Commerce, are 
being held Friday,  Nov 19, 
2021, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
For tickets visit https://www.
eventbrite.ca/e/2021-wom-
en-in-business-awards-wiba-
tickets-170215732839#tickets

Penny Coles
The Local

Above and Beyond - I am here for you!
Yes, it’s true! You can have your own  

Personal Home Care Assistant! 
• House and Condo Checks • Light Cleaning  

• Personal Shopper • Dog Care and Much More
Together = Serenity

CONTACT ALYSON FOR  
MORE EXCITING INFORMATION

Spots available in: North St. Catharines,  
Niagara-on-the-Lake, and Port Dalhousie only

905.932.2323
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Christopher Bowron*** ............. 905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** ............................... 905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong** ................. 905-651-2977
Victoria Bolduc* ........................ 905-941-3726
Philip Bowron* .......................... 905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ......................... 905-468-1256

Nicole Vanderperk* ................... 905-941-4585
Viviane Elltoft* ........................... 905-468-2142
Thomas Elltoft* ......................... 905-380-8012
Jane Elltoft* ............................... 905-988-8776
Cheryl Carmichael* ................... 905-941-0276
Sarah Gleddie* .......................... 905-685-2458

Christine Bruce* ........................ 905-328-9703
Linda Williams* ......................... 905-401-4240
Caroline Polgrabia* ................... 905-933-4983
Patricia Atherton* ..................... 905-933-4983
Weston Miller* ........................... 289-213-8681
Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez*... 905-328-2145
***Broker of Record   ** Broker  *Sales Representative

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205  •  St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

The Highest Total Volume of 
Local Sales for the Past Decade.

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

8 LUCIA COURT
$1,395,000

MLS 40179997 • Victoria Bolduc and Sarah Gleddie

736 RYE STREET
$3,295,000

MLS 40108729 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

670 LINE 4 ROAD
$899,000

MLS 40156751 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

27 HARMONY DRIVE
$1,549,000

MLS 40165020 • Randall Armstrong

568 MISSISSAGUA STREET
$2,350

MLS 40180999 • Nicole Vanderperk 
and Christopher Bowron

1361 LINE ONE ROAD 
$1,695,000

MLS 40172745 • Nicole Vanderperk 
and Christopher Bowron

20 CIRCLE STREET
$850,000

MLS 40159131 • Cheryl Carmichael

14554 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY
$2,195,000

MLS 40129783 • Christopher Bowron 
and Nicole Vanderperk

6A CIRCLE STREET – BUILDING LOT
$599,000

Exclusive • Caroline Polgrabia

8 ABERDEEN LANE S 
$997,000

MLS 40170996 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

284 DORCHESTER STREET
$3,349,000

MLS 40180491 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

4644 PETTIE AVENUE #209
$719,900

MLS 40153299 • Randall Armstrong

94 TANBARK ROAD
$2,399,000

MLS 40161253 • Thomas Elltoft and Weston Miller

5395 HURON STREET
$650,000

MLS 40164551 • Jane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

513 GATE STREET LOT 
$1,100,000

MLS 40140611 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

177 KING STREET 
$3,898,000

MLS 40142872 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

615 SIMCOE STREET
$1,295,000

MLS 40157714 • Viviane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

240 NASSAU STREET LOT
$2,395,000

MLS 40150638 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

23 FOUR MILE CREEK ROAD UNIT #430
$299,900

MLS 40157207 • Cheryl Carmichael and Randy Armstrong

223 JOHN STREET WEST
$1,325,000

MLS 40166929 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

1433 NIAGARA STONE ROAD
$769,000

MLS 40163664 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

94 PRIDEAUX STREET  
$2,695,000

MLS 40166412 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

55 PRIDEAUX STREET
$2,450,000

MLS 40161034 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

670 KING STREET
$1,950,000

MLS 40160766 • Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

NEW PRICE

SOLD
FOR LEASE

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

NEW LISTING
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NOTL Hydro president Tim Curtis hands artist Elaine Bryck her 
prize. Her painting, On With The Show, is hanging on the wall 
behind her at the Niagara Pumphouse Art Centre.  (Kim Wade)
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Artists recognized as three hydro boxes decorated
The voting is over, the 

committee has chosen,  and 
the awards have been pre-
sented but everyone’s a win-
ner. 

For the third straight 
year, the Niagara Pum-
phouse Arts Centre has 
partnered with the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake Commu-
nities in Bloom and NOTL 
Hydro to make Old Town 
just a little more beautiful. 
Three more hydro boxes 
have been wrapped in win-
ning art works. 

“The program start-
ed in 2019, and has since 
wrapped nine boxes with 
works by established and 
emerging artists from the 
Region. The 2021 call for 
submissions kicked off in 
June and received an un-
precedented number of 
entries,” explained Aimee 
Medina, Marketing Coordi-
nator for the Niagara Pum-
phouse Arts Centre. 

On Oct. 28th, the Niag-
ara Pumphouse Arts Centre 

hosted a small COVID-re-
sponsible presentation 
to celebrate the selected 
works. In attendance were 
two of the winning artists, 
Lynne Gaetz and Elaine 
Bryck, as well as members 
of the Hydro Box Beauti-
fication committee: Tim 
Curtis, president of NOTL 
Hydro, Vicky Downes, chair 
of Communities in Bloom, 
and NOTL Lord Mayor 
Betty Disero. In addition 
to having their art selected, 
each artist received a $500 
honorarium. 

Gaetz was happy to have 
her mixed media piece, En-
tangled Lives, gracing the 
hydro box on Wellington 
Street. “I am thrilled that 
my work was chosen to ap-
pear on a hydro box near 
the Shaw Theatre, and I am 
grateful to the committee 
that chose my work. The 
team that wrapped the box-
es did an amazing job,” she 
enthused. 

This award-winning 
artist is a newcomer to the 
area. “My husband and I are 
recent arrivals in this town, 

so receiving this honour 
was a wonderful welcome. 
In addition to beautifying 
the town, Hydro’s initiative 
helps draw attention to our 
local artists. The paintings 
on the boxes are a reminder 
that in addition to wine and 
theatre, NOTL has a vibrant 
visual arts community.” 

Also in attendance at 
the ceremony was Elaine 
Bryck, who also entered a 
mixed media piece. This 
self-taught artist uses “un-
constructed improvisation” 
as her favoured technique. 
Her cleverly titled work, 
On With The Show, is per-
forming on a hydro box on 
the corner of Picton and 
Wellington Street, near the 
Shaw Festival Theatre. 

“I was thrilled to win the 
honour of being included 
in this project, along with 
the other two outstanding 
artists,” said Bryck. “The 
program called for bold and 
colourful entries and the 
response was tremendous. 
These three hydro boxes will 
certainly brighten the area 
and bring art to the fore-
front in NOTL. This type of 
outdoor art is catching on 
all over Ontario with many 
municipalities and cities 
joining in to beautify their 
streets and add aesthetic 
value to their communi-
ties. I hope that one day, an 
outdoor walking tour can 
be developed to showcase 
the many hydro boxes that 
have been completed,” she 
suggests. 

Although not able to at-
tend the ceremony, abstract 
artist Brittany Blyth-Wil-
liams expressed her appre-
ciation to those involved 
in the project. “I was filled 
with immense joy and grat-
itude when I found out I 
was one of the winners of 
the hydro box competi-
tion. It is a true honour to 
be recognized in this way, 
especially as an emerging 
artist,” she said. “This initia-
tive not only brightens up 
the already vibrant town of 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, but 
also enhances our commu-
nity spirit and inspires all 

forms of artistic contribu-
tion. I did a happy dance in 
my kitchen when I found 
out and look forward to 
channeling that positivity 
into many more colour-
ful pieces. Many thanks to 
the town’s Communities in 
Bloom Committee, NOTL 
Hydro, and the Niagara 
Pumphouse Arts Centre.”

 Blyth-Williams’ vi-
brant work, Paint the Town, 
charms the hydro box on 
Queen’s Parade. 

All of the entries for the 
Hydro Box Beautification 
Project are on display in 
the Walker Room Gallery 
of the Niagara Pumphouse. 
The show is open to the 
public and runs until Nov. 
25, 2021. For more infor-
mation, visit niagarapum-
phouse.ca or call 905-468-
5455 for details. 

Kim Wade
Special to The Local

  

     
 

304 Centre Street, NOTL 

$1,188,000 | MLS# 40167185 | Lenore Sooknarine*

  

     
 

125 Queen St., Niagara-on-the-lake

direct: 905.468.4214

*Sales Representative   **Broker   ***Broker - Royal LePage NRC Realty KRDS

  

     
 

NI AGA RA’ S  LU X URY  LE A DER
186 Mary Street, NOTL

$984,989  | MLS# 40178719 | Jason Clements*

SOLD

50 Harmony Drive, NOTL

$1,995,000  | MLS# 40168556 | Cheryl Marr*

LET’S  

MAKE A 

DEAL!

TOP 
PRODUCER
September 2021

Thank you! 

Brittany Blyth-Williams’ Paint the Town decorates a hydro box on Queen’s Parade. (Photo sup-
plied)

Entangled Lives, by artist Lynn Gaetz, is displayed on the wall 
behind Tim Curtis as he hands Gaetz her prize.  (Kim Wade)
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WINE BOUTIQUE 
& TASTING BAR

Open 7 Days a Week 
Indoor and Outdoor Wine 

Tastings Available
Reservations Strongly

Recommended
Curbside pickup still 

available for online orders!

Open For Lunch
7 Days a Week

Indoor and Patio 
Dining Available

Reservations Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give us a call to book 
905-468-8814

THE   
FARMHOUSE 

CAFÉ

Niagara Region’s Mobile Dental Clinic visited 
the NOTL Community Centre Friday morning. 
Lisa V., a dental hygienist, and Lauren I., dental 
assistant, are ready to greet clients. The clin-
ic is open to children under 18 years of age by 
appointment only. Assessments are offered for 
the Healthy Smiles Ontario program, and con-
duct preventive  procedures (flouride  varnish, 
cleanings and sealants) are available. The Mo-
bile Dental Clinic will return to NOTL Nov. 29, 
April 4 and May 20. For information or to book 
an appointment call 905-688-8248,7399, or vis-
it niagararegion.ca.

Regional dental  
assistance available

THE NOTLLocal                November 3, 2021

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
118 Queen St., NOTL | 289.868.8898 

ol ivniagara.com

Shop Local & Win
As part of the NOTL Chamber of 

Commerce initiative #Niagaramyway
• purchase from OLiV
• take a photo of your purchase
• share & tag us on Instagram (olivniagara)  
 or Facebook (OLiVTastingRoomNOTL)
• you will be entered to win a gift of  
 an Extra Virgin olive oil, a Dark  
 Balsamic Vinegar & a dipping plate. 

Contest ends November 15th.

Monday to Friday - 8 am to 5 pm, 
Saturday 8 am - 12 pm  

Place your order in advance and 
we can have it ready for you. 

Call 905-468-2412.

1573 Four Mile Creek Road, Virgil

is still mixing things up!
Open for in-store shopping 

(5 Customers at a time)

LET YOUR CUSTOMERS KNOW YOU ARE OPEN 
TO SERVE THEM SAFELY!

Running every week until further notice!

To place your ad, call or email Karen at:
 905.641.5335     karen@notllocal.com
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On Friday, the first day for poppy donations, Lord Mayor Betty Disero joined Victor Packard, Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 124 president, and Al Howse, poppy chairman, at town hall to accept the first poppy of the annual campaign 
and to raise the poppy flag (photo supplied). Later in the afternoon, Howse, an active Legion member for more than 40 
years, was on Queen Street collecting donations from pedestrians. Howse comes from a family of veterans, including 
his maternal grandfather, who fought in the First World War, his father Percy and uncles, cousins and brothers. The 
military is such a part of his family history, he says he can’t imagine not being a member of the Legion and serving his 
community. 

Time to pick up a poppy 

November 3, 2021                THE NOTLLocal
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1366 York Rd., St. Davids

We Will Remember Them  •  Remembrance Day  •  November 11

Direct: 905.708.8980
lesley@royallepage.ca

358 Mary St., Niagara-on-the-Lake
905-468-TRAP (8727)    |    sandtrappub.com

12 Henegan Rd.,  
Niagara-on-the-Lake 

905-468-1576

Lest we forget.

REMEMBRANCE DAY
THURSDAY, 

NOVEMBER 11TH
Lest We Forget
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CALL OR TEXT 
GREG DIRECT 905.329.3484• LEST WE FORGET •

• LEST WE FORGET •

26 Queen Street, NOTL    •    905.468.1950  
niagaraonthelake.com

We
Remember.

130 Queen Street,

Niagara-on-the-Lake

905.468.7731

Lest We Forget.

John F. Brown
CFP, FMA, FCSI
Financial Advisor

Manulife 
Securities 

Incorporated

1512C Niagara  
Stone Road, Virgil
(289) 868-9500

john.brown@manulifesecurities.ca

437 Mississauga St., NOTL  |  905-468-0655

For 
Canada

242 Mary St., 
Unit 6, NOTL 

289-868-9607

Store hours: 
DAILY 

9 a.m. - 9 p.m. Lest we forget

In memory of many, 
In honour of all. Thank you

November 11 Old Town Cenotaph
6:00 am	 Cadet vigil starts. Cadets will follow protocols as listed in their operations order.
9:30 am	 Queen Street closed to vehicular traffic.
10:15 am	 Flag will be lowered to half mast.
10:15 am	 Family and institution wreaths will be placed on the cenotaph. Presenters will be 

asked to limit participants to 2 people and wear a mask. Wreaths will be retrieved 
from in front of the liquor store as names are called. Wreaths will be laid two at a 
time by members of the branch. Flag raised for formal ceremony. (If necessary, some 
wreaths may be placed after the ceremony in order to meet the timings.) 

10:50 am	 Members will gather in front of the liquor store and file onto the road led by  
a colour party consisting of the Canadian flag and the Legion Branch banner, and  
at the direction of the parade marshall. The gathering will wear masks and maintain  
a safe distance.

10:55 am	 Play O Canada, followed by a prayer.
11:00 am	 Play Last Post, lower flag to half mast, Legion banner will step forward and dip flag.  

A silence, names of the fallen called.
11:02 am	 Play Rouse, raise the flag, and the Legion banner will return to its original place.
11:04 am	 Reading of In Flanders Fields.
11:06 am	 Place Official Wreaths in order: Memorial Cross families, Government of Canada, 

Government of Ontario, The Niagara Region, The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake,  
The General Nelles Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion, The Ladies Auxiliary. 
Wreaths will be presented to a member of the Legion by representatives. The Act of 
Remembrance, and benediction.

11:15 am	 Play God Save The Queen.
11:17 am	 The gathering departs.

NOTE: The community is reminded to wear masks and please don’t attend if you are not vaccinat-
ed. By preplacing community wreaths, it is hoped to keep a large gathering to a short time period.

November 11, Queenston Cenotaph
1:00 pm	 Members will gather on the lawn in front of the Cenotaph, official dignitaries  

will gather along Queenston Street.
1:05 pm	 Play O Canada, followed by a prayer.
1:10 pm	 Play Last Post, lower the flag to half mast, The legion banner will step forward and dip 

the flag. A silence; the names of the fallen are called.
1:12 pm	 Play Rouse, the flag is raised, the Legion banner will return to its previous position.
1:14 pm	 Place Official Wreaths one at a time, followed by family and institution wreaths,  

two at a time.
	 1:30 pm    The Act of Remembrance followed by a benediction
	 1:32 pm    Play God Save The Queen.
	 1:34 pm    The gathering departs.
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REAL ESTATE     WILLS     BUSINESS

ANDREWS LAW 
PROFESSIONAL 
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081
info@rjwandrews.ca

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

75 Queen Street, NOTL  |  irishdesign.com   |   905.468.7233

O’CONNOR
The

Team

905. 327. 5589 cell  |  905. 468. 4214 offi ce
theoconnorteam.ca

  

     
 

W� ���l ������e� ����. 
james o’connor

sales representative
margie vangelder

sales representative

143 Front St., NOTL  |  905.468.3424  |  notlgolf.com

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
118 Queen St., NOTL | 289.868.8898 

ol ivniagara.com

We Will 
Remember 

ThemIn Flanders Fields
by John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
    That mark our place; and in the sky
    The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
    Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
        In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
    The torch; be yours to hold it high.
    If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
        In Flanders fields.

REMEMBRANCE DAY WREATHS
Anyone wishing to 

purchase a wreath for 
Remembrance Day, 

please contact the 
Branch Secretary at 

905-468-2353 
between 10 am and 2 pm, 

Monday to Friday, 
or leave a message with 

the bar steward.
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Ahmed and Tara Moneka, singing siblings from Iraq, have both had their lives threatened if they return home. (Chris McKhool)

Juan Carlos Medrano (Chris McKhool)Album producer and violinist Chris McKhool (Drew Birston)

Bravo Niagara! presents Sultans of Strings’ two albums
Widely renowned Toron-

to-based world music ensem-
ble Sultans of String will be 
debuting music from their two 
latest albums at a Nov. 13 Bra-
vo Niagara! Festival concert at 
the FirstOntario Performing 
Arts Centre in St. Catharines. 

Their 2020 album Refuge 
and their brand new follow-up 
Sanctuary are a one-two 
punch of musical synergy and 
collaboration, both focusing 
on the challenges and oppor-
tunities facing the world’s dis-
placed peoples.

As producer and violin-
ist Chris McKhool tells it, the 
entire project, including the 
gathering of a massive guest 
list of first-rate collaborators, 
has been a huge undertaking. 

“The project was a lot big-
ger and more complex than 
anything I’ve ever put togeth-
er before,” McKhool laughs. 
“These songs were created in 
collaboration with the artists 
right from the ground up, with 
people from countries around 
the globe.” 

Every one of the guests on 
both albums has a story to tell 
about their journey to free-
dom, whether it be via words 
or music.

“The strength of these 
projects is really the artists,” 
McKhool continues. “Each of 
them has come to Canada as 
refugees or new immigrants. 
Each story is more compelling 
than the last.”

Taken together, the two 
albums form a powerful state-
ment on the global refugee cri-
sis. Over 24 songs, the overall 
mood is upbeat and positive. 
Some tracks do look back at 
the turmoil their guests fled. 
But others opt instead to offer 
an assessment of life in their 
new world, and a gaze forward 
at opportunities the move to 
their new home brings.

Guest artists hail originally 
from Turkey, Iran, Puerto Rico, 
Colombia, Iraq, Madagascar, 

Portugal, India and elsewhere. 
McKhool explains that as  the 
project came together it took 
on a life of its own. 

“With this type of project 
there’s no end to how deep 
you can go,” McKhool mar-
vels. “These artists and these 
songs try to reflect the diver-
sity of Canada in our album. 
We wanted to be as inclusive 
as possible, to include as many 
artists from different situa-
tions as possible.”

McKhool relates the story 
of Ahmed and Tara Moneka, 
singing siblings from Iraq. 
Ahmed came under threat in 
his native country for portray-
ing a homosexual in a film that 
gained popularity after screen-
ing at the Toronto Internation-
al Film Festival (TIFF). While 
he was at TIFF promoting the 
film, extremists visited his 
family in Iraq and warned that 
they were planning to kill him 
if he returned home.

Ahmed’s sister Tara soon 
faced similar threats for playing 
music that offended those same 
extremists. The Moneka siblings 
both sought refuge in Canada. 

On Sanctuary, they col-
laborate on the Sonny Bono 
penned Bang Bang (My Baby 
Shot Me Down), made famous 
through versions by both Cher 
and Nancy Sinatra. Here, the 
song that was originally about 
a woman betrayed by her lov-
er takes on a new, darker feel. 
Simply changing the pronoun 
“he” to “they” as sung by the 
Monekas makes it a song of 
oppression by a state deter-
mined to keep its people un-
der its thumb.

Another standout Sanctu-
ary song, Mi Santuario, could 
be taken as a de facto title 
track. Originally from Co-
lombia, Juan Carlos Medrano’s 
lyrics capture the paradox of 
many displaced people. 

“It’s about that feeling of 
missing home,” explains McK-
hool, “and the great struggles 
of home, how anyone who 
speaks their voice goes miss-
ing. Politicians and peace ac-

tivists go missing in Colombia. 
It’s hard to create a future for 
yourself in a place where you 
are afraid to speak your mind.”

Three songs from Refuge 
are reprised on Sanctuary, in-
cluding an orchestral version of 
the stunning The Power of the 
Land. Featuring poet, journal-
ist, activist, businessman and 
actor Duke Redbird, an Ojibwa 
from the Saugeen First Nation, 
it’s a poignant reminder that 
many Indigenous Canadians 
are made to feel like refugees 
in the land that was once theirs. 

Other songs such as Moroc-

can Dreams and Hicaz Mandi-
ra Sultana tell a story without 
words, layering the host group’s 
instruments with tabla, nyckel-
harpa and the Iranian stringed 
instrument called a tar. 

McKhool feels both albums 
stand as a statement of the 
kind of complexity and beau-
ty one can achieve by working 
together on a common goal. 
Experienced back-to-back, it’s 
clear that these are important, 
ground-breaking works that 
thoroughly entertain while 
shedding light on one of the 
biggest issues facing the globe. 

Many of the artists who col-
laborated on both albums will be 
part of the Bravo Niagara! show 
next week. Redbird and Medra-
no will be on the program. As 
well, Yukiko Tsutsui, Tamar Ila-
na, Ifrah Mansour, Donné Rob-
erts and Niagara-on-the-Lake 
resident Robi Botos will appear 
either in person or via the magic 
of technology.  

“We’re really looking for-
ward to this performance, as it 
will be the first time all these 
people will come together in 
the same room to perform 
these works we’ve created to-
gether, says McKhool.

This will be the second con-
cert in Bravo Niagara! Festival’s 
2021-2022 season to be per-
formed in front of a live audi-
ence. Last month, Bravo Niag-
ara! founders Chris Mori and 
Alexis Spieldenner were ec-
static to welcome guests for the 
first time since early last year to 
the FirstOntario PAC for a per-
formance from Canadian jazz 
pianist/singer Laila Biali. 

Biali herself said shar-
ing concerts via livestream 
was important and beneficial 
during the pandemic, but 
there’s nothing like being in 
front of a live audience. 

“Getting back on stage 
with real-time feedback from 
a live in-person audience feels 

like an oasis in the desert,” she 
says. “The presence of listen-
ers in the space impacts the 
experience for everyone pres-
ent, shapes and elevates the 
music, and nourishes the live 
performer’s soul. We are very 
grateful to be able to do this 
again, and to do it as safely and 
responsibly as possible.”

Mori and Spieldenner are 
just as excited to present the 
Sultans of String as part of their 
Voices of Freedom Festival, an 
annual event dedicated to am-
plifying underrepresented voic-
es and histories through the arts.  

And, as diverse as the gath-
ering on stage will be, it is like-
ly that through the festival’s 
outreach, the audience will be 
equally so. 

“It’s important for us to 
make this concert as accessi-
ble as possible to all members 
of our community,” Spielden-
ner writes in an email. “Bravo 
Niagara! is thrilled to invite 
special guests to this concert, 
including Niagara Health and 
Upper Canada Lodge front-
line health heroes, Niagara 
farmworkers, and community 
members from the Niagara 
Folk Arts Multicultural Centre 
from many different countries 
such as Syria, Egypt, Colum-
bia, Venezuela, China and the 
Philippines.”

Tickets for the Nov. 13 pre-
sentation are available through 
bravoniagara.org.

Mike Balsom 
Special to The Local

Linda Attoe, RP
Counselling • Psychotherapy • PsychoanalysisCounselling • Psychotherapy • Psychoanalysis  

By Phone or VideoconferenceBy Phone or Videoconference

www.lindaattoe.com | 905•468•0046
Serving the Niagara Region since 2005

email: eblythe@msflawyers.com
phone: 905.354.1585

ERICA A. BLYTHE 
(VAN DE LAAR)

 Wills & Estates, Real Estate 
and Corporate & Commercial

With Christmas just around the corner, 
the greatest gift you can give your family is 

the peace of mind of an updated Will

LocalARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
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Halloween treats were given out at fire stations around town Saturday, where Megan 
Gilchrist took photos of her kids, and at Fort George Sunday, where David Gilchrist 
stopped by for photos. The Teddy Bear couple were snapped by Sandra Lawrence, 
who discovered they were her neighbours from adjacent households, Jim Suther-
land and Kim Mustill. Town staff and community volunteers prepared about 600 treat 
bags for local kids, 500 of which were picked up by families at the town’s fire stations. 
The remaining treat bags were delivered to the Niagara Region Native Centre. The 
bags were filled with the help of generous donations from community members and 
local businesses.

A fine weekend for Halloween

November 3, 2021                THE NOTLLocal

Halloween 2021
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Local News Interview with Mars

SURF’S UP! If you were to 
pass Queen’s Royal Park last 
Tuesday, Oct 26, you might have 
been surprised to see a line-up of 
surfers waiting to catch a wave! 
The sets of waves rivaled that of 
what you would find in Florida.

Clear skies and a rel-
atively mild temperature 
made for the perfect trick-
or-treating conditions on 
Halloween 2021. Niagara- 
on-the-Lake was abuzz with 
kids of all ages dressed in their 
best costumes collecting candy 

Q.	 What do you want to be 
when you grow up?

A. 	 I’d like to be the owner of a 
company or a general man-
ager/president of a basketball 
team. I’ve played basketball 
probably since I was able to 
hold a basketball, probably 
two or three years old.

Q. 	 What is your favourite 
book?

A. 	 The Perks of Being a Wall-
flower. I was going to watch 
the movie, but decided to 
read the book first and then 
I just pumped through 
the book. I really liked it  
because they were all my age 
and the whole maturity thing. 

Q. 	 What do you do to help 
others?

A. 	 I’ve tutored a few people, I 
teach my neighbours how 
to play basketball, I help 
my classmates in math 
and I help my friends with 

from all of our wonderful and 
generous neighbours. Thank 
you to everyone who handed 

their homework. I’ve al-
ways been a grade or two 
higher in math. 

Q. 	 What is a fun family tradi-
tion you have at home?

A. 	 We have a weekly movie 
night. We’re a movie fam-
ily, and my dad will come 
home and makes some 
random crazy awesome 
dinner and then we’ll watch 
a movie or two. Usually my 
mom and my dad come to 
a consensus, but in October 
we’re pumping out horror 
movies. My list is the top 
1000 movies of all time, like 
random movies from 1935.

Q. 	 What’s that certain some-
thing that makes you  
special?

A. 	 I’m a pretty good listen-
er. And, I have a pretty  
solid life plan and I’ve been 
able to maintain it for a 
while now. 

out candy to help make Hallow-
een 2020 a special one for the 
children of NOTL.

Q. 	 What is your favourite 
thing about Niagara-on- 
the-Lake?

A.	 I really like the ability to go 
out and go on bike rides 
and feel safe.

Q. 	 How did you keep yourself 
busy during the COVID 
lockdowns?

A.	 I was watching movies, 
hanging out with my fam-
ily, playing basketball, on-
line   school, cycling - I did a  
100 km bike-ride once, it 
was six hours.

Mariah Reese
Kids Gazette

Summer in  
October?

After picking pumpkins at 
the pumpkin patch my Grand-
dad asked if I wanted to go 
on a bike ride to Balls Beach 
with my cousin Gwenny and 

my friend River. It was warm 
and sunny for October so we 
packed our swimsuits and we 
got to swim in the Niagara 
River! This Thanksgiving I am 
thankful for the bright warm 
sun, my granddad and my awe-
some friends! 

Millie McGeachin, 9
Kids Gazette

SILLY PET  
PHOTO

Beau is getting  
a good laugh at  

last month’s  
Kids Gazette joke GAZETTE

Actual Kid-Friendly News

SUBMISSION INFO
The hope for this page is to get kids involved and inter-
acting with the community in a positive way. We welcome 
submissions for all categories from kids of any age. Please 
keep the reviews positive and all submitted content appro-
priate for kids of all ages. Please send all submissions to 
joyousnotlkids@gmail.com and in the subject line please 
put the category for which you are submitting. Thank you. 

Crossword: Niagara-on-the-Lake
Down: 
1 	 About 30 minutes up the road where Lake Erie 

drains into Lake Ontario
3	 This historic fort played an important role in the 

war of 1812
7	 World class theater that puts on multiple plays 

every year

Across:
2	 Name of park by King Street with fountain and 

play structure
4	 On this street you will find lots of shops, 

restaurants, and the clock tower
5	 NOTL has the oldest one of this kind of course 

in all of North America
6	 Sold at Nina’s—A frozen dessert of Italian origin
8	 Gen in one of these  horse drawn transports for 

a unique tour of NOTL
9	 Waterfront part with a pretty white gazebo

Answers: 1. Niagara Falls   2. Simcoe   3. George   4. Queen   
5. Golf   6. Gelato   7. Shaw   8. Carriage   9. Queens Royal

FIND THE SMILEY FACE HIDDEN ON THIS PAGE!NOVEMBER 2021           Volume 1 • Issue 2

Mars Tataryn  
14 years old

Short Story: The Baby Dragon

Once upon a time there was a mommy dragon 
and a daddy dragon and they had a son named Jeff, 
and had an egg that was going to hatch. The mama 
had to sit on the egg to  keep it warm. They were a 
very happy family and they loved their son so much. 
After a few hours the egg was ready to hatch. “Hey 
son can you help your mother?”, said dad.“Sure 
thing dad!”, said Jeff. “Uhggggggggggggggg ufffff!”, 
they said at the same time, trying to help the mom 
get off the egg. Then it hatched and a cute little baby 
dragon popped out of the egg. He was so cute and 
they loved him so much. They named him Joe.

Maeven Baskin, 9
Kids Gazette

•  	Did you know that trees 
hibernate? Trees shed their 
leaves so that they can save 
their energy for the trunk and 
the roots during winter.

•	 According to superstition, if 
you catch a falling leaf during 
the fall, you will get good luck.

•	 Scientists believe that global 
warming is changing the way 
leaves change colors. It may 
cause them to change color 
later than usual and that the 
colors we see might change. 

Fall Fun Facts!

            NIAGARA TRIVIA

Naomi Kavanagh will be 9 on November 6
Peyton Ferguson will be 11 on November 8

Sienna Rey will be 11 on November 8

Hope Herman will be 10 on November 10
Max R. will be 9 on November 11

Maya Gazzard will be 15 November 18

This group of trick-or-treaters in Old Town took time from their 
evening to help a neighbour look for their lost puppy (don’t worry 
- the puppy was found later that evening).

Restaurant Review:  
Nina’s Gelateria

Unless you are new to town, 
I am sure you have already 
heard about Nina Gelateria. It’s a 
small shop on Queen Street, but 
don’t let the name fool you, they 
offer a lot more than just gela-
to!!! You can also get paninis, 
crêpes, coffee, tarts and pastries, 

artisan pizza, macarons and so 
much more. There are multiple 
selections of crêpes you can get, 
both sweet and savoury! My 
personal favourite is a strawber-
ry and Nutella crêpe!!! My sec-
ond favourite item there is the 
Stracciatella gelato!!! Some oth-
er flavours that are good are the 
mint chip, Nutella, but they also 
have fruity flavours like straw-

berry and mango. Another 
good thing is their banana loaf. 
It is not too sweet, and it is per-
fectly moist. Whether you are in 
the mood for something small 
and sweet, or something a little 
more filling, there is definitely a 
little something for everyone!!! 
Nina Gelateria is one of my fa-
vourite places to go and I doubt 
you will disagree with me.

Ilias Dritsacos, 11
Kids Gazette

Niagara-on-the-Lake was settled in 
1781! Back then it was known as 

Butlersburg (after Butler’s Rangers 
and Colonel John Butler).

kid’s 
comic
Written and 
illustrated  

by :  
Diego Rey

Happy Birthday to all our Joyous NOTL Kids!
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Defenceman Pontus Madsen (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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More physicality leads to win, loss for Predators
With this past week-

end’s win over Streetsville 
and loss to the North York 
Renegades, the Niagara 
Predators played their two 
most physical games of the 
season.

“I explained to them that 
in order to finish where they 
want to finish, they have to 
show the other team what 
they’re made of,” said team 
owner Robert Turnbull. 
“I’m not talking dirty hock-
ey, I’m just saying you have 
to get to the puck and you 
have to be more physical, 
and that’s what they did.”

Turnbull was back be-
hind the bench for both 
games while he and GM 
Johan Eriksson continued 
their search for a perma-
nent replacement for An-
drew Whalen, who resigned 
for family reasons Oct. 20. It 
was clear from the opening 
faceoff that Turnbull’s squad 
took his words to heart, 
playing with a certain fire 
and throwing their weight 
around at every opportuni-
ty. 

Despite it ending in a 0-0 
tie and failing to capitalize 
on two power plays, Eriks-
son said the first period was 
perhaps the best played this 
year by the Predators. Niag-
ara outshot the Renegades 
15-10 but continued to be 
thwarted by goaltender 
Nicholas Lewicky.

Santino Foti scored 
twice in the second to put 
North York up 2-0, his 
second goal coming on a 

power play. Later, Foti was 
taken out by the Predators’ 
Gino Carter Squire with a 
crushing hit that delayed 
the game for a few minutes 
and drew him a five-minute 
roughing penalty. The Ren-
egades retaliated moments 
later when Frank Monachi-
no levelled Carter Squire to 
return the favour. 

Foti, who leads all Great-
er Metro Hockey League 
players with 19 goals this 
season, continued to be a 
thorn in the side of Niaga-
ra, scoring again less than 
three minutes into the third 
period. The Predators began 
to claw back, with goals by 
Jesper Eriksson and Alex-
ander Insulander to narrow 
the margin to 3-2. But Foti 
struck for a fourth time 
with just under six minutes 
left. Nikolai Salov scored on 
the empty net in the final 
minute to put the game to 
bed. 

“You have to give their 
goaltender credit,” Turnbull 
said. “They’re one of the top 
teams in the South (Divi-
sion). They played well and 
they capitalized on our mis-
takes. We turned over the 
puck. We had some chances 
to shoot and we didn’t. I do 
think we can beat them.”

Turnbull was happy to 
have a handful of new play-
ers on the bench Friday 
night. Defencemen Pontus 
Madsen from Sweden and 
St. Davids resident Max-
well Bredin were added to 
the blue line corps, while 
forwards Noah Caperchi-
one and Henri-Pierre Jayet 
also debuted. Back-up goal-

tender Justin Appleton was 
also on the bench. 

Madsen and Jayet picked 
up their first points as Pred-
ators, Madsen assisting on 
both Niagara goals with 
Jayet adding a helper on 
Insulander’s. Bredin made 
his mark on the score sheet 
with a slashing penalty in 
the second period. 

Bredin and his family 
moved to St. Davids from 
Niagara Falls about six years 
ago. The A.N. Myer gradu-
ate was clearly ecstatic to 
suit up for his local team af-
ter a stint with the Junior B 
Pelham Panthers.

“They’re a great group of 
guys,” he said, “I was really, 
really comfortable. I want 
to do good out here for the 
local fans and play for my 
hometown. The adjustment 
is made much easier be-
cause they have a lot of faith 
in me here.”

On Sunday the Preda-
tors continued their dom-
inance of Streetsville with 
their third win this season 
against the Flyers. Reese 
Bisci scored twice while Jes-
per Eriksson, Dante Massi, 
and Mario Zitella added 
singles in a 5-2 victory. 

Niagara outshot the Fly-
ers 45-23, an almost two-
to-one pace. And the phys-
icality continued, with both 
Dante Massi and Gino Car-
ter Squire sent to the box for 
fighting in the third period. 

“It started with his 
(Faistom Ramrekersingh 
of the Renegades) stick in 
Dante’s face,” GM Eriksson 
said, “then he got his head 
in a headlock and wrestled 

him to the ground. Dante 
had had enough and wres-
tled him down and kept him 
down. Dante stayed cool 
and did the right thing.”

Describing Carter 
Squire as the team’s “ener-
gy guy,” Eriksson admitted 
some verbal back and forth 
throughout the game came 
to a head in his case. 

“It built up, and after that 
he had a big hit on one of 
their players,” he said. “The 
shift after, they were looking 
for him and two guys came 
after him.”

Like Turnbull, Eriksson 
is happy to see the move to 
a more physical game over-
all. Both feel that the addi-
tion of more aggression on 
the ice to the team’s existing 
skill set will make Niagara 
better equipped to take on 
bigger, stronger teams such 
as North York and their ri-
val St. George Ravens. 

The weekend results 
leave Niagara at 7-and-3 
and in third place in the 
South Division. The unde-
feated Durham Roadrun-
ners hold down first place, 
while the Renegades are 
in second with a record of 
eight wins and one loss. 

The Predators have a 
break in their schedule this 
week, with their next game 

coming Friday, Nov. 12. GM 
Eriksson says that should 
give them enough time to 
decide on their new coach 
and give him a chance to 
work extensively with the 
team before seeing any 
game action. 

And that new coach 
will face a busy first week-
end. The Predators host 
the Plattsville Lakers  that 
Friday, then play a home-
and-home against Nor-

thumberland, culminating 
in the team’s first Sunday 
afternoon contest. 

On a final note, Eriks-
son says they have almost 
solved the issue they are fac-
ing getting their games live-
streamed on the GMHL.tv 
website. In the meantime, 
they have been recording 
their last few home games 
with Michael Frena’s play-
by-play and posting them 
after the fact. 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local
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Name: 
Alexander  
Insulander

Jersey number: 14   
Age: 21

Birthdate: March 11, 2000
Hometown:  

Strängnäs, Sweden
Nickname: Sulan

Favourite hockey player: 
Mika Zibanejad

Your “hype” song:  
Gangsta, by Childish 

Gambino
Hockey highlight: 

Playing my first pro 
game as a 16-year-old
Other sports you play: 

Played soccer when I was 
younger. I play paddel and 
golf when I have the time.

Favourite “cheat” meal:  
Burgers from Max (a 

chain in Sweden)
Secret talent:  

I play the drums

Meet the Predators

A Predator takes flight on the ice. (Ann Shipton)

Forward Alexander Insulander scores the Predators’ second goal

Forward Henri-Pierre Jayet
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Kim Breakspeare (right) fell in love with hockey as an adult, and played her first game last fall. 

Kim Breakspeare, in the grey jersey, scores on the Ducks goaltender. (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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GHL welcoming, fun for all skill levels on the ice
It’s Saturday night at Vir-

gil’s Centennial Arena, and 
the Ducks are facing the 
Bruins for the honour of 
hosting the GHL’s Hallow-
een Cup.

Rumour had it the Bru-
ins would be in disguise for 
the game, attaching floppy 
dog ears to their helmets 
and calling themselves the 
“Duck Hunt” team. To 
thwart them, the Ducks 
x-ed out the logos on their 
jersey fronts and donned 
disguises of their own on 
their helmets. 

It was all fun and 
games, par for the course 
in a league designed for just 
those two things. 

The GHL has more than 
400 participants this year, 
all appreciative to be back 
on the ice after a year off 
during the pandemic. Co-
ed games are held at differ-
ent skill levels three nights a 
week during the winter. 

Friday’s action at the 
Ridley Arena sees a mixed 
skills division, composed of 
players with different abil-
ities, in action. The scene 
shifts to Virgil on Saturday, 
with the minor division fo-
cusing on true beginners 
to the game, and the major 
division allowing more ex-
perienced players to take 
the ice. The more skilled 
players skate Sundays in the 
GHL’s pro division, also at 
Virgil. 

Kim Breakspeare of the 
Bruins got the bug to play 
hockey while managing her 
daughter Carley’s minor 
hockey team. 

“As manager, I was al-
lowed to go on the ice,” she 
explains. “I just fell in love 
with it.”

Before joining the GHL 
last year, Breakspeare had 
never actually played hock-
ey. She joined for the first 
time when the league re-
started last fall, and she and 
her teammates got about 
three games in before ev-
erything was shut down 
again. 

On the ice Saturday, she 
showed some confidence 
in her skating, something 
she attributes to her expe-
rience roller blading. There 
was one incident during 
the game when she wound 
up in an on-ice tussle with 
a Ducks player. She admits, 
though, the two had actu-
ally collided and were just 
trying to keep each other 
from falling down. 

That tussle aside, she 
says her skating has im-
proved. “I can stop a lot 
better, it’s becoming more 
natural. I’m trying to do 
my crossovers. I’m trying to 
work on all that stuff as I go. 

It’s getting there.”
She sells herself a bit 

short here. Breakspeare 
actually scored the fourth 
Bruins goal, situating her-
self perfectly in front of the 
Ducks net to slip her shot 
past their goalie. Playing 
on the blue line, the mother 
of two girls had a number 
of other chances to score 
through the game.  

The kitchen design-
er says her family is very 
supportive of her hockey 
endeavours, though they 
did have to adjust to hav-
ing a second duffel bag 
full of smelly equipment 
stinking up their Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake garage. 

Her husband Mark, 
hailing originally from Ja-
maica, has never played the 
game. 

“As he puts it, ice is for 
his drink,” she says, “not to 
be skated on.”

Breakspeare’s teammate 
Diego Macias of St. Cath-
arines grew up in Mexico, 
where hockey is certainly 
not a part of everyday life. 

“I had never held a stick,” 
he confirms. “I’ve been on 
the ice maybe twice in my 
life, once on a pond when 
I first got to Canada when 
I was 19, and the second 
time on the Rideau Canal. 
I think I was on the ice for 
five minutes and then I 
found the beavertails stand 
and I stopped skating.”

The 38-year-old was 
convinced to sign up to play 
by a friend who was also 
relatively new to the game. 
He eagerly looks forward to 
Saturday nights this year. 

“I love the league, I love 
that everybody is friend-
ly,” Macias says. “They ac-
cepted me right away, ev-
erybody is encouraging. I 
didn’t know how to skate, 
I didn’t know how to stop. 
They never got frustrated 
with me. They gave me the 
puck, they helped me. It’s a 
welcoming environment.” 

Indeed, during the game 
Saturday, Bruins manager 
Billy Matson pointed out 
a raw new recruit on the 
Ducks. He urged his team-
mates to give her space and 
help her out on the ice. 

“That’s the GHL spir-
it,” Matson tells The Local. 
“You recognize some of the 
new players. She’s brand 
new to the league this year. 
We accept all skill levels. I 
remember what it was like 
my first year. It’s very re-
spectful just to give some of 
those players some space.”

Matson has been play-
ing in the GHL for eight 
years, following his wife 
Tina who began a year ear-
lier. He had never played 
organized hockey before 
pulling a GHL jersey over 
his head. 

Referees for the games 
are also players in the 
league, volunteering their 
time to officiate. Statistics 
are compiled and players 
receive more points for an 
assist than they do a goal, 
in an attempt to promote 
passing the puck. 

Standings are also kept, 
and league champions are 
crowned annually, but all 
teams make the round-rob-

in style playoffs despite 
their regular season record. 

“There’s a banquet at the 
end of the year,” Matson 
says. “The league gives out 
some awards. Sportsman-
ship, team MVPs, Spirit 
awards. It’s a lot of fun.”

“It’s very much a social 
league,” Matson continues. 
“There’s a social convenor. 
Next Saturday there’s about 
15 of us gathering to give 

blood. We help out with 
different charities. We do 
toy drives too.”

Family members from 
both teams sat in the stands 
Saturday blowing duck 
whistles, one side to cheer 
their team on, the other to 
poke fun at their opponent. 
The polite calls of “sorry” 
and “excuse me” rang up 
from the ice as players from 
both teams helped and sup-

ported each other. 
The “Duck Hunt” Bru-

ins came out on top Sat-
urday, taking a 4-2 victory 
after falling behind 2-0  
earlier. They proudly toted 
the inflatable cup back to 
their dressing room. 

Then it was off to Silk’s 
for both teams, continuing 
the social aspect that is a 
huge part of the GHL every 
week. 

Mike Balsom 
Special to The Local

LocalSPORTS
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Gerry, Emma, Abbey, Avery and Kelly on the ice from the Oct. 29 game in Prince Edward Island. 
Notice Abbey is wearing the home team’s sweatshirt. (Photo supplied) 
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Penner family watch twins compete on the ice
It was parents’ weekend 

for the women’s hockey team 
at the University of Prince 
Edward Island (UPEI), and 
the Atlantic University Sport 
(AUS) schedule made last 
weekend a perfect occasion 
for a Penner family reunion. 

Twins Avery and Emma 
Penner are both attending 
university and playing hock-
ey in Eastern Canada. The 
19-year-old identical siblings 
have been on the same team 
for most of their hockey lives, 
but this year is different. 

Emma is studying kinesi-
ology at Dalhousie University 
in Halifax and playing for the 
Tigers. Avery, also studying 
kinesiology, is a member of 
the UPEI Panthers. 

Friday night was the sec-
ond time this season the sis-
ters squared off against each 
other in Charlottetown. Av-
ery, who has one year up on 
Emma playing AUS hock-
ey, has bragging rights so 
far, UPEI having won both 
games.

Parents Gerry and Kelly 
and 17-year-old sister Abbey 
flew out Friday to spend the 
weekend in Charlottetown 

and take in the game. Though 
they were in the Panthers’ 
home arena, not one of them 
was able to choose sides. 

Emma describes the ex-
perience of seeing her sister 
for the first time in person on 
Oct. 22. 

“I walked into the rink, 
saw her, dropped all my stuff 
and gave her the biggest hug. 
There were a few tears in 
there, but it was amazing to 
be back with her. We talk ev-
ery day, multiple times, so it’s 
not like we’re missing out on 
anything. But just to be there 
with her and to be able to talk 
in person, it was amazing.”

For both games the Pen-
ner twins were the talk of the 
town. 

“I went back and watched 
a little bit of the video (of the 
Oct. 22 game between UPEI 
and Dalhousie) and it was 
very funny with the announc-
ers,” Emma says. “It was ‘Pen-
ner Penner Penner’. They had 
a few things to say about it, 
which was pretty neat.”

Both girls were on their 
teams’ starting lines. They 
assembled on opposite blue 
lines facing each other for the 
anthem. 

“They’re playing ‘O Can-
ada’ and our helmets are off,” 

explains Emma. “My whole 
team was staring at both Av-
ery and me on the blue lines. 
It was crazy for them to see 
someone that looks just like 
me on the other team. It was 
a pretty neat conversation af-
ter the game with my team-
mates.” 

Playing hockey together 
on the same teams in Niagara 
Falls and St. Catharines, and 
in high school at Holy Cross 
and Ridley, it didn’t seem 
strange to see identical twins 
on the ice. But on opposite 
sides in the AUS, with the 
two universities separated by 
about 3.5 hours, it was a rare 
treat for fans and teammates 
alike.

Neither Penner girl made 
it onto the scoresheet for 
either game, the first a 4-3 
shoutout victory for the Pan-
thers, and last Friday’s a 3-2 
UPEI win in regulation. 

As starters, the girls often 
found themselves on the ice 
at the same time, Emma play-
ing forward facing Avery on 
defence. 

“At the beginning of the 
game, Emma came down on a 
3-on-2 and I kind of took her 
into the corner,” Avery laughs. 
“I heard everyone screaming. 
I knew it was Emma but I had 
to treat her as if she was any 
other player.”

Later, with the Panthers 
on the power play, the twins 
faced each other again. 

“I went to take a slap shot 
from the blue line, and there 
she was,” Avery continues. 
“She blocked my shot right in 
the leg. I didn’t realize it was 
her until I looked up. I had 
already released the shot and 
I was like ‘oh my goodness, I 
just shot the puck right at my 
sister’.”

“I knew it was her shoot-
ing,” says Emma. “Avery has 
a pretty hard shot, so when I 
went down to block it I knew 
it was going to leave a mark. I 
got hit right on the thigh.”

At times both girls had to 
remind themselves what their 
objective was in the game.

“It was tough during the 
game because obviously I 
want Avery to succeed as a 
player,” Emma says. “During 
the game I found myself on 

the bench saying ‘oh, Avery, 
that wasn’t a great move’ or 
something like that, but then 
realizing I was playing against 
her. I was cheering for Avery 
to play well but I also wanted 
my team to win.”

The Ridley grads actually 
separated last year when Av-
ery began her studies at Dal-
housie, while Emma decided 
to play an extra year at Ridley 
College. 

“I was really impressed by 
how well she played,” Avery 
says. “As an older girl at Rid-
ley she was on the top line, 
playing with the best players. 
She was bound to improve.”

Gerry Penner isn’t sur-
prised to see his older girls 
playing on different universi-
ty teams. 

“They planned that,” he 
says. “They figured that once 
they got to university they 
were going to split and go 

their separate ways. They 
both wanted to go out east, 
though, because a lot of the 
girls from the Ridley hockey 
team were from there.”

The proud father feels 
their experience at Ridley, 
where they also played rugby 
and lacrosse, prepared them 
for living away from home.

“We were fortunate 
enough at Ridley to have a 
very busy schedule that pre-
pared us for university hock-
ey,” says Emma. “And we trav-
elled a lot for games.”

In the same program at 
different universities, both 
Avery and Emma have similar 
aspirations. They both plan to 
continue to play the sport they 
love until they graduate, and 
then attend graduate school 
with the hope of future ca-
reers in medicine. Neither has 
aspirations to continue play-
ing competitively past their 

5-year university eligibility.
And though they are more 

than three hours apart, they 
spend a lot of virtual time 
together when they’re not fac-
ing off against each other. 

“We average about three 
or five phone calls a day,” Av-
ery says. “And we use Face-
Time. That’s how we keep in 
touch, whether it’s for half an 
hour or two minutes. And we 
play against each other once a 
month.”

The Friday family reunion 
lasted into the evening, with 
dinner out after the game, but 
the difficult part was when 
Emma had to leave with her 
Tigers teammates for a Satur-
day game in Moncton. 

After the Christmas break, 
the tables will be turned the 
next time they have an op-
portunity to all come together 
out east, either Jan. 15 or Feb. 
9, this time in Halifax. 

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

HAPPENINGS

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT HERE
With or without a border, colour graphics optional.  

Include your Logo! Prices starting at $20.  
Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.  Call Karen 905-641-5335 

or email: classified@notllocal.com

FISH FRY
Thursday, November 4

   4 - 7 p.m.
EAT IN OR DRIVE THRU

CASH ONLY 

1 piece $10
2 piece $13
     with fries 
 and coleslaw

Royal Canadian Legion Br. 124   |   410 King St.,
905-468-2353   |   legion124@gmail.com

Fish, our famous crispy fries and coleslaw!
Sorry no pan fried fish or baked potatoes available!

LET US COOK YOUR SUPPER!

Friday, November 5th 4:30 – 6:30 p.m.
                Take-out!
           1 piece $10    2 piece $15

1462 York Rd., St. Davids
stdavidslions.ca  @stdavidslions on Facebook

SEE YOU THERE!

ST. DAVIDS 
FISH FRYS RETURN

Saturday, November 13   •   9 am to 2 pm
Artists and Vendors • Bake Table • Fantastic Draw Prizes

COVID – Mask Required and Social Distancing
No Lunch or Refreshments Available

Join us for fun and fantastic C hristmas shopping
    St. Davids Lions Club – 1462 York Road
               All proceeds go back into the Community

ST. DAVIDS LIONESSAnnual  Holiday Market

Sunday, November 7th

www.ccchurch.ca

10:00 a.m.  
Worship Gathering -  
Online & In-Person 

(Registration Required)
Message: 

Matthew Unruh -  
The Beginning of Rest

Our services are also streamed  
online Sunday’s at 10 AM. Visit our 

website for more information!
karen@notllocal.com

To advertise your 

Worship Services
in this section, please contact: 

LocalWORSHIP
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Across: 
1	 Unorthodox religion
5	 Whip
10	 Fashion and lifestyle  
	 magazine
14	 “Houston, we’ve had a  
	 problem ... “
15	 To pray, to Ovid	
16	 Israeli prime minister,  
	 1969 - 1974
17	 Test or boob?
18	 Giver
19	 “Terrible” leader
20	 Chop Springsteen into  
	 pieces for many retailers
23	 Fly ball trajectories
24	 Hate
25	 --- Smith, Empress of the Blues
28	 Compel
30	 Boiling mad
31	 Harmless simpleton
32	 Janes, who could be  
	 anyone
36	 Comedian’s date
37	 Spreads into a battle line
40	 Winter bug
41	 Suddenly lose it
43	 Filth
44	 “--- Body?” (Dorothy L  
	 Sayers)
46	 Pass into disuse

48	 Topes
49	 Don’t take chances
52	 Ipanema stroller?
53	 Kind of field
59	 Egyptian opera
60	 In plain sight
61	 Indifferent
62	 Nicholas was the last
63	 Lead character in “First  
	 Blood”
64	 “The Rite of Spring”  
	 composer --- Stravinsky
65	 Personal set of cards
66	 Single-masted sailboat
67	 “And Then There Were ---”  
	 (Agatha Christie)

Down:
1	 Budgetary reductions
2	 “I refuse!”
3	 Gray wolf
4	 “--- is a foreign country ...”  
	 (L P Hartley, “The Go- 
	 Between”)
5	 Dress top
6	 Smooths
7	 Summoned the servants
8	 Foam clog
9	 Tendency of like to beget like
10	 Gave off
11	 Pre-lunch reception

12	 All Cretans, according to  
	 Epimenides
13	 Physicist --- Mach
21	 Asked nosy questions
22	 Middle of wine vat is a dry area
25	 Major Leagues
26	 The Emerald Isle
27	 Narrative of heroic exploits
28	 Fellini’s “La --- Vita”
29	 Castle
31	 PCs’ “brains”
33	 Baum’s Land ---
34	 Otherwise
35	 Goes to law
38	 Maximilian and  
	 Charlemagne
39	 Avowed
42	 Poster
45	 --- one: golfers’ dreams
47	 Astern
48	 Circus center
49	 Strand
50	 Professor Henry’s protégé
51	 Portable chair
52	 Star who wanted to be let  
	 alone
54	 Elliptical
55	 Reminder
56	 Fast-food option
57	 “The Heat ---” (Glenn Frey)
58	 Crux

  www.morganfuneral.com

CompassionateCompassionate
       Transparent        Transparent 
   No Pressure   No PressureLocalCLASSIFIEDS

classified@notllocal.com

CROSSWORD

PLEASE RECYCLE 
THIS NEWSPAPER

To place your classified ad, contact Karen:  
classifieds@notllocal.com

Deadline:  Mondays at 3 p.m.

Sell your unwanted items or 
advertise your garage sale in our 

CLASSIFIEDS
EARN 
EXTRA 
CA$H

Sudoku solution from 
October 27, 2021

Across:  1 Cult, 5 Birch, 10 Elle, 14 Uh-oh, 15 Orare, 16 Meir, 17 Tube, 18 Donor, 19 
Ivan, 20 Shopping centers, 23 Arcs, 24 Detest, 25 Bessie, 28 Drive, 30 Irate, 31 Coot, 
32 Does, 36 Gig, 37 Deploys, 40 Flu, 41 Snap, 43 Muck, 44 Whose, 46 Lapse, 48 
Boozes, 49 Be safe, 52 Girl, 53 Electromagnetic, 59 Aida, 60 Overt, 61 So-so, 62 
Czar, 63 Rambo, 64 Igor, 65 Hand, 66 Sloop, 67 None. 

Down: 1 Cuts, 2 Uh-uh, 3 Lobo, 4 The past, 5 Bodice, 6 Irons, 7 Rang, 8 Croc, 9 
Heredity, 10 Emitted, 11 Levee, 12 Liars, 13 Ernst, 21 Pried, 22 Nev, 25 Bigs, 26 Erin, 
27 Saga, 28 Dolce, 29 Rook, 31 C P Us, 33 Of Oz, 34 Else, 35 Sues, 38 Emperors, 
39 Sworn, 42 Placard, 45 Holes in, 47 Aft, 48 Big top, 49 Beach, 50 Eliza, 51 Sedan, 
52 Garbo, 54 Oval, 55 Memo, 56 To go, 57 Is on, 58 Core. 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS

SUDOKU SOLUTION HELP WANTED

NOTICE

To place an Obituary or 
In Memoriam in our Classifieds, 

please contact Julia at:
julia@notllocal.com or 

905.934.1040
Deadline is Tuesdays at 1 p.m.

No Experience Needed
Seasonal farm workers needed from March 5, 2022  
to September 25, 2022. Must enjoy working in an 
 agricultural environment in all weather conditions.  

Must be available 7 days a week. Heavy lifting and ladder 
climbing will be required. Duties will include six (6) weeks 
of picking strawberries along with pruning, thinning and 

picking plums, peaches and nectarines.  
Pay is $14.39 per hour and own transportation is a must. 
Mail resume to Walter, Konik Farms, 1585 Concession 6, 

Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario L0S 1J0
Only applicants to be interviewed will be contacted.
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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE HOME EVALUATION

 6 Brown’s Point  $3,995,000
6 bedroom, 8 bathrooms. Over 11,000 ft.

 5 Sandalwood  $3,250,000
5,500 square feet of finished living space

$1,095,000
5.2 acres

 487 Four Mile Creek Rd.

$1,395,000
Newly Built

 427 Butler

$1,549,000
1 acre, 6 car garage

 1121 Line 6

S O L DS O L DS O L D

$1,595,000
Water view

 41 Melville St.

S O L D

$995,000
Gorgeous end unit townhome

 16 George Manor

$1,950,000
42 beautiful acres

 831 Concession 6

S O L D
OVER ASKING

$830,000 

 16 Henry Street, Virgil

S O L D

$950,000
Beautiful Virgil, 2,174 square feet

 121 Loretta Drive

S O L DS O L D
OVER ASKING

S O L D
CONDITIONALLY
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