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Firekeeper Brian Con explains
the meaning of a sacred fire
to Zachary and Ellie Scholz.
(Penny Coles)

‘Major player’ new
owner of coveted
NOTL vineyards

Rick VanSickle
Special to The Local

Theres a new major
player coming to Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, and hes
dropping anchor in one of the
most coveted postal codes in

the region.
Anthony von Mandl,
founder and CEO of the Mark

Anthony Group, has staked
new ground with a significant
purchase of prized vineyards
nestled between Status Vine-
yards and the Jackson-Triggs
Winery, with frontage on
Niagara Stone Road. Von
Mandl bought more than 70
acres of key vineyards from
Ray Dug, the owner of Forrer
Farms, a family-run business
that has been growing grapes
and tender fruit in Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake since 1960.
Duc and a Mark Antho-
ny spokesperson, commu-
nications director Andrea
Harrison, confirmed the sale
Monday. And while Mark

Anthony and Dillons Small
Batch Distillers founder and
now general manager of the
Beamsville distillery, Geoft
Dillon, declined to say what
the plans are for the new vine-
yard purchase, it’s a fairly safe
bet that the boutique craft
distillery, which was founded
in 2012 by Dillon and subse-
quently sold to Mark Antho-
ny last year, will be moving at
some point to the new prime
location that boasts a small
stretch of some of Niagaras
most exciting properties.
Here's the statement from
Mark Anthony: “For more
than 40 years we have been
on the forefront of pushing
boundaries of innovation.
Recently, we have made an
investment in a key parcel of
land in the Niagara region to
help increase our knowledge
and understanding of the
unique climate and soils. We
see this as an amazing oppor-

Continued on page 18

Landscape of Nations ceremony honours Indigenous veterans

Penny Coles
The Local

There was drumming,
singing, laying of wreaths, a
traditional tobacco ceremony
around the sacred fire and a
musket salute to recognize
the contributions and sacri-
fices made by Six Nations and
Native Allies that helped win
the War of 1812.

Saturday’s memorial ser-
vice held at the Landscape
of Nations on a beautiful fall
day at Queenston Heights

was in honour of National
Indigenous Veterans Day,
not only recognizing gener-
ations of Indigenous peoples
who played important roles
in the history of our country,
but also as a time to reflect
on their experiences of to-
day, and to better understand
and reflect on the meaning
of truth and reconciliation,
explained Travis Hill of the
Niagara Parks Commission,
and emcee of the annual
event. And the Landscape of
Nations, he said, is perfect for

such reflection.

He spoke of the fallen,
the dedicated and the faith-
keepers, “whose  valiant
efforts forged a lasting peace”
for our country and the US.

Tim Johnson, now the
senior advisor to the Niag-
ara Parks Commission for
heritage and legacy, led in
the design and development
of the Landscape of Nations
memorial. He too spoke Sat-
urday, as he has in each of
the four years of the Indig-
enous Veterans Day Valour

and Victory ceremony. At the
first three, he said, he chose
to speak of the memorial it-
self and “the missing pages of
history” it provides.

Saturday, the Niagara-
on-the-Lake resident best
known for legacy proj-
ects that educate the public
about the Indigenous expe-
rience, chose to speak of his
own family’s contribution
to Canada’s military history
— both the service and con-
tributions of his father and
his great-grandfather — his

“personal connections and
motivations” that led to who
and where he is now.

For instance, he ex-
plained, when the Landscape
of Nations Commemorative
Memorial was unveiled, the
colour guard at that event
was the North American Ir-
oquois Veterans Association,
“an organization founded by
my father, Harold P. Johnson,
Mohawk, from Six Nations of
the Grand River”

His father was with the
US. Armys 11th Airborne

Division as a radio operator,
served 18 months in Ger-
many and was active in the
Army Reserve for five years,
he said.

“Dad was very proud
of his military history, and
greatly enjoyed the camara-
derie of his fellow veterans”

Johnsons other mem-
orable family connection
he shared is that of his
great-grandfather Richard E.
Johnson, Tuscarora, from Six

Continued on page 3
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Reglonal Official Plan approved — looking good for NOTL

Penny Coles
The Local

There has been much
discussion of the reason for
the hold-up of the approval
of the town’s official plan.

It was a promise by all
candidates in the 2018 elec-
tion campaign that it would
be a priority, but once it was
completed and sent to the
region, it seemed stuck in
limbo. No more, says Lord
Mayor Betty Disero.

The reason given for the
delay was that the regional
official plan first had to be
approved by the province,
and late Friday, the region
was notified that had been
done.

“The Niagara Official
Plan (NOP) is a new official

plan adopted by Region-
al Council in June 2022,
the email to the town said.
“The NOP, as adopted and
approved, outlines a com-
prehensive land use policy
framework to guide growth
and development with-
in the Region to the year
20517

As expected there were
some modifications made
by the province, as a result
of provincial consultations,
“which focus on clarifying
matters rather than sub-
stantive changes,” the email
said. “At a high level these
policy modifications were
in regards to natural envi-
ronment and goods move-
ment policies.”

The decision is final, and
there are no appeals.

This approval of the Ni-
agara Official Plan helps
the region prepare for the
anticipated population of
694,000 people and 272,000
jobs by 2051, said the email
from Ann-Marie Norio, the
regional clerk.

“Through the new Ni-
agara Official Plan and
working with our local area
municipalities, the approv-
al helps us provide more
housing and jobs for the
Niagara Region”

There has been some
question of how the prov-
ince would deal with in-
creased density require-
ments, and whether the
region and municipalities
could choose where those
higher densities would be
located, as long as targets

Good news for rural residents
— high speed internet coming

Penny Coles
The Local

Lord Mayor Betty Dise-
ro was pleased to hear “fan-
tastic news” from Rogers
Communications.

She says for some time
the town and region have
been hoping to bring
high-speed internet to
rural homes in Niagara-

on-the-Lake.

The message from Rog-
ers was that government-
funded Rural High-Speed
Internet project is taking
place, planning to connect
about 697 homes and busi-
nesses, covering 98.1kms,
beginning in 2023.

“Thats such great news,
fantastic news for residents
in rural areas; she says.

“Different  carriers have
been looking at it, trying
to get it to the region for a
while now”

An email from the Rog-
ers communications depart-
ment indicated the project is
still in the planning and de-
sign phase, but discussions
will begin with the planning
department to prepare the
necessary permits.

are met.

For example, in NOTL,
it has been discussed that
increased density might
not be necessary in the
Old Town, if other ar-
eas, such as Glendale, are

targeted instead.

That the province didn’t
question that shifting of
densities in the regional

plan bodes well for NOTL,
says Disero.
With the “top layer”

of planning provided by
the Official Plan, the town
can continue working on
amending its bylaws that
address issues such as set-
backs and contextual zon-
ing, says Disero.

Town welcomes new
operations director

Penny Coles
The Local

Following what the
town calls “a robust hiring
initiative,” a new director
of operations will become
a member of town staff on
Nov. 14.

Romolo D’Angelo has
more than 30 years of lead-
ership experience working
in a municipal setting.

He is coming from the
City of Hamilton, where
he worked as a director
in public works. He also
worked as a director in the
community services de-

partment, has held the po-
sition of manager of build-
ings and technical services,
and supervisor of custom-
er service and metered wa-
ter operations.

Additionally, from 2017
t0 2022, D’Angelo served as
the president of Hamilton
Renewable Power, a lead-
ing energy provider.

“I look forward to see-
ing Romolo use his ex-
pertise and experience to
oversee the various ser-
vices offered through the
operations  department,’
said Lord Mayor Disero.
“The operations depart-

Romolo D’Angelo is the town’s new director of operations, be-
ginning Monday. (Photo supplied)

Associates today!
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us about it and book an eye exam with Dr Hopkins &
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ment consists of many
hardworking  employees,
and I believe Romolo will
lead and guide this team
with precision, profession-
alism, and a collaborative
mindset. Congratulations,
Romolo”

“I am excited to an-
nounce Romolo as the
new head of our opera-
tions department,” added
CAO Marnie Cluckie in
the news release sent out
Friday. “Romolos strong
leadership, extensive ex-
perience, knowledge, and
goal-oriented mindset will
make him a tremendous
asset to the Town of Ni-
agara-on-the-Lake. These
essential skills will help
optimize operations and
enhance service delivery”

On behalf of town staff,
Cluckie said in the news
release, “we all look for-
ward to working with you.”

D’Angelo holds an in-
dustrial engineering diplo-
ma and is a certified engi-
neering technologist.

He attended the Ivey
Business School at West-
ern University, where he
completed an executive
leadership  development
program.

At the University of
Toronto, he completed a
physical asset manage-
ment certificate program
and a facility management
program. Other notable
programs he has accom-
plished, the news release
says, include high-perfor-
mance management and
an advanced management
program through McMas-
ter University.

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009
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Continued from page 1

Nations of the Grand River.
“He was a sapper in the 114th
Canadian Infantry Battalion
of the Canadian Expedition-
ary Force out of Haldimand”

The 114th Battalion, also
known as Brocks Rangers,
embarked for Great Britain
in October 1916, during the
First World War. It identi-
fied itself as the Indian Unit
during active recruiting, and
other battalions transferred
their Indigenous Canadian
recruits to the 114th, he said.

“As a sapper, my
great-grandfather would
have been considered a pio-
neer or combat engineer who
performed a variety of mili-
tary engineering duties, such
as breaching fortifications,
conducting demolitions,
building bridges, laying and
clearing minefields, prepar-
ing field defences, and doing
road and airfield construc-
tion and repair. Sappers were
also trained and equipped to
serve as provisional infantry”

The battalion disbanded
in 1917, and when Johnson’s
great-grandfather returned
home to Six Nations, “he be-
came a farmer, working the
lands upon which I now live”

“Here, on this hallowed
ground,” he continued, “I'm
gratified to be able to honour
and recognize my ancestors,
my father, my great-grand-
father, and all those through

my family lineage, extend-
ing back to my sixth great-
uncle John Brant, who fought
here at Queenston Heights,
and my seventh great-grand-
father Joseph Brant (both
recognized with statues at the
entrance to the Landscape of
Nations), who allied with the
Crown during the American
Revolutionary War”
Saturday’s ceremony was
about honouring “their com-
mitment to the causes they
believed in and the contri-
butions and sacrifices they
made,” he said.
Niagara-on-the-Lake his-
torian Richard Merritt also
put some interesting human
context to the history of the
Indigenous peoples’ con-
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tobacco ceremony part of service

nections with early settlers,
before the laying of wreaths,
and the tobacco ceremony,
when one by one, those who
wished to participate were
encouraged to do a tradition-
al walk about the sacred fire
before sprinkling tobacco on
it to honour the dead.

Meétis Brian Kon, who led
that tradition, is accustomed
to speaking of Indigenous
culture, history, and the im-
pact of colonization on gen-
erations of Indigenous peo-
ple, and has also taken part in
each of the four Indigenous
Veterans Day ceremonies
at the Landscape of Nations
memorial.

Saturday, he also took on
the role of firekeeper, and as

the current Indigenous Lead
of the Niagara Catholic Dis-
trict School Board, is a natu-
ral to answer questions posed
to him by youngsters trying
to understand the meaning
of the day.

Chatting with two young-
sters at the ceremony with
their grandparents, he was
able to tell them he had met
and spent some time with
Phyllis Webstad, the wom-
an who lived and wrote the
Orange Shirt Story about
children taken from their
families and sent to the Indi-
an Residential Schools, when
she was in Niagara recently,
including a meeting in Niag-
ara Falls with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau.

After listening to Kons
explanation about the mean-
ing of the sacred fire, Ellie
Scholz, at the ceremony with
her brother, asked Kon where
he had learned all the infor-
mation he had shared with
them. He said it was through
people, including his mother
and grandmothers, who had
told stories to him as he was
growing up, stories that had
been shared for generations.

He explained there was a
time when his people were
not allowed to talk about
those stories, and when El-
lie asked why, he said, “the
people who came here didn't
really understand what had
happened here, and they
made some mistakes. We're

trying to correct those mis-
takes, connecting what he
was saying to what children
have learned on their Orange
Shirt Days at school.

Karl Dockstader, execu-
tive director of the Niagara
Regional Native Centre, also
spoke of family connections
— his father, he said, was a
veteran who served in Viet-
nam when the family lived in
the U.S. Dockstader opened
and closed the ceremony
with a traditional honouring
address, explained one repet-
itive phrase, which literally
means “minds coming to-
gether,” is intended to recog-
nize “a greater responsibility
for making this world a better
place”

Firekeeper Brian Kon explains the sacred fire and the tobacco ceremony to a group of people
who attended Saturday’s veterans’ service.

Liv Houtby of the St. Catharines Grantham Optimist Club, at
Queenston Heights Saturday to learn about a different kind of
Remembrance Day ceremony, participates in the traditional
tobacco ceremony. She said she learned Indigenous people
played a much larger role than she had realized “in making

Canada a home for us.”

Tim Johnson and Richard Merritt, both speakers at the ceremo-
ny, lay a wreath at the memory circle. (Photos by Penny Coles)

Tim Johnson speaks of his ancestors’ involvement in fighting with al-
lies, with John Brant and two Old Fort Erie soldiers in the background.

Wayne Gates, MPP for Niagara Falls, laid a wreath to honour

Indigenous veterans.
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Parents stress
the importance of
educational assistants

Penny Coles
The Local

Schools in Niagara re-
opened Tuesday, but what
happens next is anybody’s
guess.

With educational sup-
port workers protesting
provincial legislation passed
last Thursday that imposed
a contract on them and at
the same time made strik-
ing illegal, employees of
school boards across the
province protested Friday
and Monday. But once the
province promised to re-
peal that legislation, all were
back at work and students
back to school Tuesday.

Representatives from the
Canadian Union of Public
Employees (CUPE) said
Monday they hoped con-
tract negotiations would be-
gin again soon, but at press
time no date had been set.

That means for the time
being at least, parents can
stop worrying about school
closures due to protests, but
some parents continue to be
concerned about how this
will end. It’s of special con-
cern to parents of children
who require educational as-
sistants, a category of work-
ers at the bottom of the pay
scale to be negotiated.

Krista London is the
mom of two sons with au-
tism.

Ryan, 16, is at Holy

Cross, and Avery, nine, is at
Crossroads Public School,
in Grade 4.

Neither of the boys
could do the work expected
of them without an educa-
tional assistant, their mom
says. For her boys and many
other students, “EAs are es-
sential”

The first point London
wants to make is that edu-
cational assistants “are the
only ones who are allowed
to help children if they have
an accident. They can assist
with that” Those who don’t
have special needs children
in school might not realize
this is just one part of an
EAs difficult job.

Ryan, says London, in
addition to having autism,
has a memory disorder. He
is in an integrated class and
requires assistance “to do
any work at all” He couldn’t
be in a mainstream class-
room without EA support.

“If he’s having a melt-
down, his EA will remove
him from the classroom,
go for a walk, let him have
a mental health break, she
says.

“EAs work with children
who need help with every-
thing they do — including
going to the washroom and
eating lunch. These children
can’t attend school without
them”

Avery has autism, and
also difficulty with his

speech. He can't read, be-
cause he can’t sound out
letters. “He can’t look at
the letter A and make an @
sound,” London explains.

“Most kids in his grade
can read a chapter book.
He can’t read instructions
on the board. Without full
one-on-one help, he can’t
do anything. He can’t par-
ticipate in anything without
an EA beside him”

The positive impact of
the EAs can change the lives
of students like Avery, she
says.

“They are the hardest
workers in Ontario. They
leave their families every
day to come to school to
look after our children.
They're so low-paid, they’re
not doing it for the money.
Many of them have strug-
gled themselves when they
were students, and had the
help of EAs. Thats why
some of them do what they
do”

Without them, her boys
wouldn't be able to go to
school, says London — it
would be up to her to ho-
meschool them.

“In a perfect world wed
put them in a private school,
but we can’t afford that”

Instead, she would have
to give up work and teach
them, “but I don’t consid-
er myself qualified for that.

Continued on page 5

MPP Wayne Gates talks to protesters outside his office Monday, including outdoor educator
Owen Bjorgan. (Photos supplied)



notllocal.com

THENOTLO poa/ W

November9,2022 5

Bjorgan ‘just wants to see kids in school’

Continued from page 4

Also, the children thrive
in school because of the
socialization. They would
miss that”

Although children with
autism are often thought of
as anti-social, thats not al-
ways the case, says London.

“Avery is the life of
the party He’s a delightful
little boy”

Ifhe had to stay home and
miss out on that, “it wouldn't
be an equitable system”

With Ford saying his
government will present an
improved offer when bar-
gaining resumes with the
union representing 55,000
education workers, London
has a message for him.

“I would ask him to re-
spect what these workers
do. They are obviously not
respected. Its clear they
have no clue what these
people do”

Others might say ‘go get
a different job’ to those who
don't feel they’re being paid
enough, says London, “but
we need these people in
school, there is no question
about it. What has gone so
wrong — I can’t wrap my
head around how they are
treated, with their salaries
frozen for so many years
and the cost of living going

up. I don't know how they
survive.”

Amber Dycks daugh-
ter Megan is in Grade 8 at
Crossroads, and during her
years at the school, has re-
lied heavily on the team of
educational assistants who
provide support for her and
other students.

Megan needs help with
most tasks — EAs are her
hands and her voice, help-
ing her engage with learn-
ing material and interact
socially. Without them, says
Amber, “she could not be
successful at school, in an
integrated classroom. Edu-
cational assistants support
her in every capacity, in
every aspect, from wash-
ing her hands to navigating
through hallways to ex-
pressing her learning”

Megan's body “does not
function as she wishes,
Amber adds. “She has all
these incredible ideas in her
head, and the only way she
can get them out, to have a
voice, is for her EA to do it
with her”

During the pandemic
Megan was unable to go to
school, and Amber, a sup-
ply teacher with the DSBN,
looked after her at home. “It
was an incredible challenge,”
she says. “What the EAs do
is really difficult, support-
ing both the physical and

learning component. Their
jobs require a ton of per-
severance, patience and
sensitivity. EAs are my su-
perheroes. The EAs have a
monumental task, and there
are a lot of incredible ones
doing their job day in and
day out. I have such respect
for them. I absolutely 100
per cent appreciate and am
grateful for them”

Amber is careful not to
take sides in the situation
that has developed in recent
weeks, but says, “We need to
ensure that EAs are valued
through policies, resources
and compensation and that
there are enough provisions
in the system to allow them
to successfully support stu-
dents. When there are ad-
equate supports in place,
students flourish”

Integration is “a funda-
mental right, but an incred-
ibly difficult balance, and
in order for it to work, you
need resources. There are a
lot of excellent EAs in our
school board and we want
to keep them.”

Owen Bjorgan was out-
side MPP Wayne Gates
office Friday and Monday,
protesting the imposed con-
tract and the legislation that
made striking illegal.

He has been an outdoor
educator for the DSBN for
three years, and as such is

part of the group of workers
now having their contract
bargained.

“This is the first time in
my life I've been part of a
union. This is a totally new
experience for me,” he says.
“It’s really opened my eyes.”

While it seems the ed-
ucational support workers
are those who work quietly
behind the scenes, he says,
“they’re actually the oil that
makes the engine run, that
makes the wheels go round”

Its been a good expe-
rience for him to see how
the public and representa-
tives of other unions rallied
around this one cause — the
impact one group of work-
ers could have across the
country “was an epiphany
to me”

He was also surprised
that “a strike could be le-
gal, until it wasn't. In a very
short time the government
chose the nuclear option —
to give themselves the right
to make our strike illegal
overnight. But it made them
look so bad it backfired”

Bjorgan says he tends
to keep an “apolitical
stance,” however in this sit-
uation, “the government’s
over-reach is concerning.
Who knows what they’ll try
to do next?”

At the end of the day,
what is important to him

is to see kids back in
school.“Tm grateful to be
able to say I love my job. I
have a unique opportunity
to use my skill, doing some-
thing I love, to enhance
these kids’ learning expe-
rience in an outdoor learn-
ing environment, which
is needed now more than

ever; he says.

“The vast majority of ed-
ucators want to be there for
their kids, and do their jobs
properly”

For that, they deserve
respect and fair pay, he
says, “and the government
has the power to make that
happen.”

Avery and Ryan London would not be able to attend school
without the help of educational assistants.
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Hope to see you all Friday at the cenotaph

Friday, we will have a
traditional Remembrance
Day service, where we can
all gather to pay tribute to
those who served our coun-
try and made the ultimate
sacrifice as they fought for
freedom and democracy.

Last year Nov. 11 was
a beautiful fall day, and at-
tracted a good crowd, but
wreaths had been laid be-
fore the service and most
of the seats set up for vet-
erans and their families, as

well as the seniors who have
difficulty standing for any
length of time, were empty.
The service was also
shorter than usual, with
none of the traditional
speeches from government
representatives, and the
names of the fallen from
NOTL were read during
the two minutes of silence.
The small changes to en-
sure it was held as safely as
possible, especially for the
most vulnerable, offered an-

other reminder of why these
services are so important,
why we are grateful to those
who fought for future free-
doms we now enjoy.

It was a relief to be able
to be able to gather, after the
cancellation of the ceno-
taph services in 2020, when
the only ceremony was a
private one with a small
group of dignitaries at the
monument on King Street,
in front of the Royal Cana-
dian Legion hall. The rest of

us were asked to leave our
poppies at the cenotaph, to
take some time to reflect
on the sacrifices made by
our ancestors, as we would
if we were gathered at the
cenotaph; and to talk to our
children and grandchildren
about the importance of
Remembrance Day.

We've had two years of
being asked to take certain
precautions to keep people
safe, to save lives, and al-
though some were not hap-

py with those restrictions,
seeking another form of
fighting for freedom, others
sacrificed to ensure a safe
future for our older gen-
erations, as well as a better
future.

We live in a country
where democracy is tak-
en for granted, when there
are so many corners of the
world where there is still
war, there are still people dy-
ing, some of them family of
our friends and neighbours.

Friday is a time to re-
member, a time to be
thankful, a time to consider
others not so fortunate.

Lets hope for another
beautiful day Friday, a good
turnout at both cenotaphs,
and take time to remem-
ber the lessons of the past,
while hoping for a better
future for those not as for-
tunate as we are.

Penny Coles
The Local

Gates: Bill 28 was wrong and worker unity stopped it

Wayne Gates, MPP
Niagara Falls Riding

This last week we saw
the power of communi-
ty. When the Ford gov-
ernment decided to strip
workers of their Charter
rights to collectively bar-
gain, we saw the strength
of unity. As many are
aware, Education Min-
ister Stephen Lecce and
Premier Doug Ford made
the ill-advised decision to
introduce legislation to
pre-emptively strip CUPE
education workers of their
right to strike, and im-
posed a four-year contract

on those workers. They
did this using the notwith-
standing clause — the first
time in Ontario history
— to bar workers from
striking. On Monday they
backed down.

As someone who has
been a worker my entire
life, I'm finding it hard to
put into words the emo-
tions I felt when this leg-
islation was announced.
Anger, frustration, worry
— but when I saw the col-
lective action of education
workers in our communi-
ty and across the province,
I immediately felt hopeful.
With moments’ notice, ed-
ucation workers, parents,
community members and
other unions came togeth-
er to tell this government
it was wrong.

What this government

did was not only unprece-
dented — it was cruel.

They attacked the low-
est paid education work-
ers in this province, some
having to attend food
banks or take on a sec-
ond job. They did it with
heavy-handed legislation.
They also did this to a
group of workers who are
predominately female,
something that is becom-
ing a pattern for this gov-
ernment after Bill 124.
They refused to sit down
and bargain fairly and cre-
ated this crisis.

But what’s most con-
cerning, the approach
from this government
could have serious neg-
ative affects on our edu-
cation system as a whole.
I've spoken with many
education workers, across

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

Arkwright, the grocer, is
pained to spend money, but
wants to make an unrea-
sonable profit in his corner
shop. The writing in Open
All Hours (1976-1985, Brit-

Box) is filled with double en-
tendre and the performanc-
es are brilliant. It is a rich
glimpse of a different way of
life in another time. I wrote
previously about the sequel
Still Open all Hours, but I
found this original series
more humorous.

Donald Combe is a retired
English teacher who loves
to go to movies. Until he re-
sumes going to theatres, he
has graciously agreed to share
his opinions, through ‘short
and sweet” exclusives, of
Netflix series and movies for
The Local.

The Niagara-on-the-Lake

multiple  classifications
and they have said the
same thing — people are
leaving the profession,
and it’s hurting our educa-
tion system. That is the last
thing we want for children
right now in our province.
We should be investing in
our students, our teachers,
and our education work-
ers because that is how
you build an inclusive,
world-class public educa-
tion system.

These workers are the
backbone of our educa-
tion system, and we must

get this right.

Monday’s announce-
ment by this government
to repeal Bill 28 was a
step in the right decision,
but make no mistake, this
only happened because
of the collective action of
workers and communi-
ty members in Ontario.
Going forward, we must
remain focused. We need
to be back at the legisla-
ture immediately and be-
gin the work of repealing
Bill 28 in its entirety. I'm
hoping my colleagues
across the aisle do this in

an honest and straight-
forward way, avoiding
any unnecessary legis-
lative games. Protecting
both collective bargain-
ing rights and the quality
of childrens education is
paramount. It should be
our sole focus at the leg-
islature until we get a fair
collective agreement for
education workers in this
province.

I'm ready to get back to
Queen’s Park and get this
right for our education
system. Our students de-
serve nothing less.

MPP Wayne Gates had teachers, educational support workers and members of the public
at his Niagara Falls office Friday and Monday, outraged at the Ford government legislation
that forced a contract on workers and made striking illegal. The government promised Mon-
day to repeal the legislation and school resumed Tuesday. (Photo supplied)
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Thanks for pumpkin support

Thank you to every-
one that bought pumpkins
from our wagon on Con-
cession 7.

We didn’t have the abun-
dance of pumpkins that we
usually have because of dry

weather, but everyone was
very generous, and we sold
out for the first time! We
will be donating $1,000 to
McMaster Children’s Hos-
pital and $1,000 to Ronald
McDonald House. Thanks

for your support. We
hope everyone had a great
Thanksgiving and a fun
Halloween!

Brook, Reid, Steve and
Peg Watson

Letters! We want letters!

If you have a letter to the editor youd like to see published, please send it to
penny@notllocal.com. Please try to keep it to about 350 words. Sorry, but
we won't publish anonymous letters. And please stick to the issue at hand,
rather than attacking those involved. The deadline is Monday at noon.
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Fly our Maple Leaf with dignity

A few years ago, I had an
opportunity to visit Vimy
Ridge and stand over my un-
cle’s military gravesite.

It was one of thousands
that adorn the hills and val-
leys of Northern France. I
was struck by the beautiful
serenity of it all. Headstone
upon headstone bearing
the Maple Leaf, a sad yet
beautiful tribute to the souls
that lay beneath. It was one
of my proudest moments

as a Canadian.

Those heroes paid the
ultimate sacrifice for the
freedoms we enjoy today.
The freedom to vote, to chal-
lenge the government and
to peacefully protest. They
unselfishly volunteered to
defend our young nation’s
freedom with no regard for
personal agendas.

Let’s again pause this Re-
membrance Day and salute
the true heroes of freedom.

Lets fly our Maple Leaf with
dignity, not nailed onto the
end of a hockey stick or
broom handle or strewn over
the back of a pickup truck.

Let us not take lightly the
wonderful right to fly our
beautiful Maple Leaf nor
those who died for that right.

Our true national heroes
deserve nothing less!

Brent Longmoore
NOTL

Thoughts on Remembrance Day, and putting an end to more deaths

Ben Foster
Special to The Local

I have started to see red
poppies and I know that
means Remembrance Day
is nearly here.

I got to thinking about
the World Wars and wars
since and how it would be
hard to find a family not af-
fected by war and conflict.
I found some large coins
at home that my dad said

were given to him when
his great grandad died in
the First World War. In
the First World War, me-
morial plaques were made
from bronze, and hence
it was popularly known
as the Dead Mans Penny
among UK and Common-
wealth front-line troops,
also  becoming widely
known as the Death Penny;,
Death Plaque or Widow’s
Penny.

Where is Ben?

The Local’s co-op student, Ben Foster, is discovering
new locations in NOTL, and wondering how familiar
other teens may be with them. If you know where this
photo was taken, email penny@notllocal.com.

It was in October 1916
that the British govern-
ment set up a committee
for the idea of a commem-
orative plaque that could
be given to the next of kin
of those men and women
who died due to the First
World War. I really think
it is crucial to commemo-
rate the lives lost and the
sacrifices made by so many
people to live in a free,
safe place. But I wonder if
everyone in authority has
genuinely learned how to
solve our problems in a
way that does not result in
more human deaths.

Today there is the war
in Ukraine and so many
wars and conflicts still go-
ing on around the world.
We hear about war on the
news, usually when they
first begin, and gradual-
ly they fade away into the
background for us here in
safety, but not for those that
face the threat of the loss
of their loved ones, homes
and belongings, and lack of
doctors and medical care.
Things like losing mobile
networks and Wi-Fi and
losing ways of talking to
family and friends, that
must be so scary too.

The war in Ukraine is
still in the headlines and
perhaps is more in our
thoughts as we see things
like gas and food costs go-
ing up, affecting our day-
to-day lives. I wonder if
people not involved in the
government can do any-
thing? And I wonder if it is
wrong not to do anything

because we are safe and it
is something happening a
lot of miles away?

As I thought about
these things, I wrote this
poem:

I cannot imagine saying
goodbye to some I loved, off
to fight a war

I cannot imagine hear-
ing that someone I loved
has been hurt or killed

I cannot imagine my
home being gone, blown up
fo pieces

I cannot imagine hiding
somewhere alone, hurt, cold
and in the dark

I cannot imagine not
saying thank you to all those
that serve in the military on
land, sea and air to keep us
safe and for their sacrifice

But I will try to imagine

a world where their bravery
and sacrifice is no longer
needed.

A shout-out to our own
local 809 Newark Roy-
al Canadian Air Cadet
Squadron. They will be
having a Remembrance
Day Sleepover followed
by a Vigil at the Old Town
Cenotaph starting at 7
a.m., changing on the hour
and half hour until 10 a.m.
The last shift at 10 a.m. re-
mains on vigil for the start
of the Remembrance Day
Ceremony at 10:30 a.m.
Afterwards the Air Cadets
will go to Queenston for
the ceremony there. Visit
their website at https://
809cadets.ca.

Also visit the Niagara
-on-the-Lake Legion web-

site at https://legion124.
ca where you can learn
about the three cenotaphs,
and the work the Legion
does to honour those who
have lost their lives and to
help those that have and
continue to serve. The site
also has ideas to make re-
membrance a year round
thing, like saying thank
you to a veteran, planting
a remembrance garden, or
visiting the Canada War
Museum. The Canada Le-
gion website at https://
www.legion.ca also has lots
of information, including
specific information for
youth.

Ben Foster is in Grade
11 at Eden High School,
doing a co-op placement at
The Local.

Local Air Cadets will be standing vigil this year at the cenotaph on Remembrance Day.

(File Photo)
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NOTL’s rebel roots unearthed by London author, journalist

Mike Balsom
The Local

Imagine living in Niagara-
on-the-Lake amongst the
leaders of a war against a
neighbouring republic.

Living next to you could be
a man who organized a bid to
destabilize that government’s
finances. Another might be a
leader of an armed raid on that
country. Yet another might be
a spy working within a net-
work of 2,000 men who were
trying to hatch plot after plot
against that government.

Thats the scene set by
author and journalist Brian
“Chip” Martin in his latest
book, From Underground Rail-
road to Rebel Refuge.

Subtitled “Canada and the
Civil War’, Martin’s thorough-
ly researched history unearths
a young Canada’s involvement
both during and after the
American conflict, fought be-

tween 1861 and 1865, between
the southern Confederacy and
the Union of the North.

That war, of course, was
fought primarily over slavery.
Abraham Lincoln’s election as
the 16th president of the Unit-
ed States in 1860 eventually
prompted 11 southern states
to secede from the Union in an
effort to preserve their way of
life. Their economy had been
built on the backs of slavery,
and they feared its abolition by
the anti-slavery Lincoln would
bring an end to prosperity.

Much has been written
about early Niagara being a final
stop on the Underground Rail-
road. Many former enslaved
people found their way to free-
dom and settled in the area.

But little seems to be
known about the former plan-
tation owners who also found
their way to Niagara and else-
where in Canada after the
thirteenth amendment to the

United States Constitution
abolished slavery in 1865.

A longtime journalist with
the London Free Press, Mar-
tin shared some of his find-
ings with a small gathering
Friday at a home just around
the corner from one in which
former U.S. vice-president and
later secretary of war for the
Confederacy, John C. Breckin-
ridge, once resided.

Martin's  research  be-
gan when he discovered the
graves of former slave owners
amongst the prominent for-
mer mayors and other well-
to-do citizens in a section of
London, Ontarios Woodlawn
Cemetery, known as Million-
aire’s Row.

“They seemed to have
been accepted by the prom-
inent people of London,
Martin told The Local. “Then
I did more research, and I
discovered that Ku Klux lead-
ers wanted for murder also

73 THE PROMENADE, NOTL | MLS # 40329953
.|

3,559 sq/ft total finished living space in this updated brick bungalow
(1,925 main level + 1,634 sq/ft in lower level.

updated kitchen, wood floors, bathrooms - 3 beds/3 full baths, main

level family room

2nd kitchen in lower level - perfect inlaw set up

Brick bungalow - wheelchair friendly.

came to London. One of them
stayed in London, and one of
them went to Niagara”

He was referring to J.W.
Avery, the former Confeder-
ate Major and leader of the
Ku Klux (the “Klan’, says Mar-
tin, was added to the name
in 1915) in South Carolina.
Avery, who was wanted in the
post-Civil War US. for con-
spiring against Black people
and for murder, settled with
his family in 1872 into a home
that still stands at 392 Missis-
sagua Street.

The Averys moved back to
South Carolina in 1880, four
years after President Grant
pardoned all those previously
convicted under the Ku Klux
Act. But the family held onto
the house until 1899, seven
years after their patriarch had
died.

“By the time the Con-
federate  generals  (and
Avery) had  settled in
Niagara-on-the-Lake,” added
Martin, “the small Black com-
munity that had settled here
had moved farther west to-
ward St. Catharines and else-
where. There didn't seem to be
any friction between Confed-
erate leaders and the people
who had been enslaved””

Interestingly, Jefterson
Davis, the president of the
Confederacy, also spent three
days in Niagara-on-the-Lake
not long after he was released
on bond from Fort Monroe in
Virginia. He even delivered a
public speech from the Wel-
lington Street house rented
by James Mason, the former
Confederate commissioner to
Britain, in which he thanked
Canadians for their hospitality
to him and others who com-
mitted “no crime at all”

There were many other
fascinating connections be-
tween Canada and the Con-
federacy during that time.

“The plot to assassinate
Lincoln started in Montreal,
marveled Martin. “The plot to
have yellow fever spread began
in Montreal. The plot to break
open a prison where all the
Confederates were held was
started here, too””

From Underground Rail-
road to Rebel Refuge also delves
into the role Canada played due
to its close proximity to a coun-
try experiencing inner turmoil

over those five years.

“We don't usually think
that the Civil War has much
connection to Canada,” said
Martin. “But we were in fact
heavily involved. London sold
to both sides of the conflict.
We had 40,000 people coming
north (draft dodgers, known as
“skedaddlers”), we had 20,000
going south, signed up for both
sides. We weren't just specta-
tors, we were participants.’

Martin's  research  also
shows that many newspapers
in Canada at the time were
sympathetic toward the strug-
gles of the southern states. He
points to the Toronto Leader
and even William Kirby’s Ni-
agara Mail as such publica-
tions. Kirby, in fact, lived right
next door to Breckinridge on
Front Street.

Furthermore, Martin feels
that the American Civil War
was a crucial factor in the for-
mation of Canada as a county
in 1867.

“We were so sympathetic
to the south and worried that
if the north defeated them eas-
ily}” he explained, “they would
turn their guns north and an-
nex us. William Seward, the
secretary of state, had been
urging that for a long time”

John A. Macdonald and
George-Etienne Cartier soon
pushed for a union between
Canada East and Canada West
(Quebec and Ontario), Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick,
forming the Dominion of
Canada on July 1, 1867.

“It was largely for mutual
defence;” said Martin, “to pro-
tect themselves in the event the
Americans might try again to
take us over. The Civil War was
a factor in creating Canada”

Martin’s book is fast-paced,
informative,  jaw-dropping
and revelatory. It's a non-fic-
tion volume that reads at times
like a thriller, with each chap-
ter leaving you waiting for the
surprises to come in the next.

And ifs an important
book. As Martin explained
Friday night, there have been
at least 60,000 books written
about the Civil War. There are
only a handful, though, that
refer to any involvement by
Canada, or Canadians, in the
conflict.

From Underground Rail-
road to Rebel Refuge thor-
oughly rights that wrong. It’s
published by ECW Press and
is available at The Old Niagara
Bookshop on Regent Street in
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Brian Martin signs copies of books for those who attended a
book launch Friday. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

The photo Brian Martin is showing to a small gathering at his book launch is of a house on
Mississagua Street he mentions in his book.
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Kids can have fun making pizza with Santa

Penny Coles
The Local

Ryan Crawford was at
the recent open house for
the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Youth Campus in Virgil,
and was blown away by
what he saw.

The chef and owner of
Ruffino’s Pasta Bar and
Grill and BarBea has de-
cided he wants to help.

He and his wife Mar-
tha Brett Rumble are ex-
pecting their first child in
April, so while their boy
or girl (theyre waiting
to find out the old-fash-
ioned way) is a few years
away from enjoying the
youth hub, this is a cause
they are embracing,
and are planning a fun
Christmas  fundraiser
for kids that will benefit
kids.

Each Sunday in De-
cember, with the excep-
tion of Christmas Day,
his Mary Street restau-
rant will be open for
families, by reservation.
Kids will make their
pizza with Santa, and
have it with a drink and
ice cream, while parents
can order off the menu if
they desire.

Photographer  Betty
Loo will bring her air-
stream and set up a pho-
to booth in the restaurant
so kids can have photos

of the event. The charge
for each child, including
the photo, will be $20,
with proceeds going to
the Youth Campus.

Maria Mavridis of
Corks is helping with
some of the food, says
Crawford.

He is pumped at how
successful a fundraiser
this could be. He expects
to take reservations ev-
ery 30 minutes from 11
a.m. to 4 p.m. so kids can
make their pizza with
Santa and then sit down
to eat, while a new group
begins.

“Were going to make
it as much fun as we can,’
he says.

And Santa, who loves
kids, will make sure it is
fun, Crawford adds.

He got the idea from
Steve Gilchrist, the Santa
of the family, who retired
to Niagara-on-the Lake
from Thornbury, where
he was Santa for 36 years.
Add to that 12 grandkids,
and he is well-equipped
to entertain children. He
even has a new outfit,
and is really looking for-
ward to the event.

Crawford is predict-
ing he can raise about
$10,000 over the month.
“Its going to be awe-
some,” he says.

For reservations call
289-819-0179.

9

Santa will be on-hand to help kids make pizza at Ruffino’s Pasta Bar and Grill on Mary Street Sundays in December.

(Photo supplied)
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Poppy garden honours soldiers who didn’t return from wars

Pam Mundy made the poppies for the museum garden, and oversaw their installation. The poppies are attached to cards showing the name, rank and dates of birth and death of

(Photo supplied) local soldiers who did not return home. (David Gilchrist)
Penny Coles She then used a black pom-
The Local pom, glued through the layers

in the centre of the poppy, at-
While a large group of tachedittoabamboo stick and
volunteers were busy knitting covered that with floral tape
or crocheting to help drape before sticking it in the ground.
the Niagara-on-the-Lake Mu- The flowers, she says, “are a
seum and the Queen Street copy of the original poppy used
Court House with thousands many years ago. We had to
of poppies, Pam Mundy keep them simple, for financial
undertook a project to rec- reasons.”
ognize the local men from This year there are about 150
Niagara-on-the-Lake who sac- of them, including those with
rificed their lives in the First the soldiers name cards, which
and Second World Wars. were designed and placed so
The long-time museum vol-  they could be read by people on
unteer took on the task of the the sidewalk leading to the main
poppy garden, which started door of the museum.
out last year with a small num- The poppies used last year,
ber of stakes with red blooms without cards, were for the
on them in an area to one side most part in good condition
of the buildings main doors, and able to be re-used, says
meant to balance somewhat the Mundy, “and were hoping
beautiful red drape of poppies these will hold up and be okay
that swept down from the spire ~for next year”
over the front door and across She’s confident the poppies
the lawn on the other side. will be fine, “but who knows
But there weren't enough what will happen to the cards.
poppies in the garden last year Weve done the best we can
to do it justice, says Mundy, and  think of, and if we need to re-
the plan was to make a larger, place them, well make them
more impressive garden this again nextyear”
year to recognize the 69 local She hopes people will read
men who died in the two wars. ~ the names, ages and ranks of
“We decided to make extra the soldiers who died, most
poppies this year, and fill the en-  between the ages of about 20 to
tire left side of the yard. It has all 40, and think about them as real
the names that are on the ceno-  people who lived, fought and
taphs, of all the soldiers from the lost their lives for their country.
NOTL area who died in the two Mundy, now a period cos-
World Wars;” says Mundy. tume maker for many local
The first challenge was that ~ events, grew up in Britain, and
the poppies and the cards with ~ says several members of her
the soldiers names on them family fought in the First and
hadto weather-proof, she says. Second World Wars, and the
The cards were not too difficult ~ Gulf War. They all survived, she
— Mundy created the design, says, and she remembers her
and had them made by a print-  brothers talking to each other
ing company. about their war experiences.
She also did a considerable She was a police officer in
amount of research for the Britain during the Irish Re-
proper fabric, and found one publican Army uprising and
that would survive outdoors, Palestine Liberation Organiza-
and that was double-sided, red tion conflicts, and has been a
on both sides. first responder in emergencies.
She explains an elaborate Making the poppies gave her
process she followed after she time to think, she says, about
cut out each of the layers of her own experiences and that
poppies, to make them look of her family members who
more natural. served, “being close to so much
It involved her stove. “Thad ~ death, and how fortunate they
to experiment to find the per- were to come home”
fect temperature to make the The poppy garden project is
edges melt a little, and curl just a good reminder of those who
the right amount;” she says. were not so fortunate.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY
FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 11TH

358 Mary St., Niagara-on-the-Lake
905-468-TRAP (8727) | sandtrappub.com

12 Henegan Rd.,
Niagara-on-the-Lake
905-468-1576

Lest we forget.

ANDREWS LAW

PROFESSIONAL WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

905.468.0081

info@rjwandrews.ca
REAL ESTATE WILLS BUSINESS
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John F. Brown
CFP, FMA, FCSI
Financial Advisor

Manulife
Securities
Incorporated

1512C Niagara
Stone Road, Virgil

(289) 868-9500 OM 7@»W_I’L g i
905.468.7731 john.brown@manulifesecurities.ca

130 Queen St., NOTL
Cadet vigil starts. Cadets will follow protocols as listed in

their operations order.
3
Queen Street closed to vehicular traffic.

DR HOPKINS & ASSOCIATES
OPTOMETRY
Sight for Life

Play O Canada, followed by a prayer.
Reading of In Flanders Fields.

A

B Ny T T 11:00 am Play Last Post, lower flag to half mast.

8 Secord Dr., St. Catharines
905.682.9119

www.theeyedoc.ca

Play Rouse, raise the flag, and the Legion banner will return
to its original place.

Remarks from M.P. Tony Baldinelli.

Place Wreaths in order.
Benediction.

Play God Save The King.

The gathering departs.

thegarrisonhouse.ca | 905.468.4000
O 111c Unit 2, Garrison Village Dr., NOTL

Nevember 77
Queenston Cenctaph

Members will gather on the lawn in front of the Cenotaph,
official dignitaries will gather along Queenston Street.

Play O Canada, followed by a prayer.
Play Last Post, lower the flag to half mast.
Play Rouse, the flag is raised.

REMEMBERING anp /|
HONOURING OURE

HEROES*

The Act of Remembrance.
Benediction.

Remarks from M.P.P. Wayne Gates.

1:14 pm  Place Official Wreaths one at a time, followed by family
and institution wreaths, two at a time.

1:30 pm Play God Save The King.

245 KING ST, NOTL
THEIRISHHARPPUB.COM

The gathering departs.

1
04

In memory of many, C
In honour of all. / M Ot

‘ We will remenber ‘
700 Penner St., Virgil
905.468.3242
pennerbuildingcentre.com
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[n Flanders Fields

by John McCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,

Loved and were loved, and now we lie,
In Flanders fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high.

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

General Nelles
Branch 124

On behalf of
General Nelles Branch 124
we would like to thank the
community for their continued
support, in particular during the
Poppy Campaign

242 Mary St.,
Unit 6, NOTL
289-868-9607

Store hours:

DAILY
9a.m.-9p.m.

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
118 Queen St., NOTL | 289.868.8898

olivniagara.com

The i

ROYALLEPAGE
O’CONNOR ===mmin

Team

6lfe witl semeenbes thom.

905.327.5589 cell | 905.468.4214 office
the team.ca

james o’connor  margie vangelder
sales representative sales representative




14 November 9, 2022 THENOTLY penl

notllocal.com

Cenotaph needs some work done, immediately

This photo of the cenotaph was taken early Tuesday morning as Dave Gilchrist chased the blood
moon. Areport by students of Willowbank School of Restoration Arts says although the cenotaph
might not have changed in appearance, there is work that needs to be done to repair it so that it
remains a community focal point.

Penny Coles
The Local

The Queen Street Ceno-
taph, the most recognized
landmark in town, marked
its 100th anniversary in
June.

But it’s showing its age,
and as a 40-page report
from Willowbank Resto-
ration Arts students in-
dicates, it needs some re-
pairs, and they should be
done immediately.

The cenotaph was un-
veiled June 23, 1922.

Al Howse, president of
the Royal Canadian Le-
gion Branch 124, spoke
to councillors just before
the anniversary celebra-
tions, explaining the mil-
itary history of the town,
and training conducted up
to 1966, including major
concentrations of troops
during both world wars.
“The town cenotaph is a
reminder of the commu-
nity’s service to the nation,”
he said, and is dedicated to
members of the communi-
ty lost in war.

At that time a town
committee was formed, and
Willowbank was asked to
take a look a the cenotaph.

The 40-page report on
the Queen Street clock
tower and cenotaph, pre-
pared by Alec Latham, Al-
exandra Moss and Chris-

tine Rier, Class of 2024
Willowbank students, pro-
vides some insight into the
work needed to restore the
iconic landmark, and the
priority of the repairs that
need to be undertaken.

The cenotaph is a com-
munity focal point com-
memorating those who
lost their lives in service
to Canada, the report says,
and its exterior appearance
has changed little over the
last 100 years.

However, “it needs im-
mediate repairs, and to be
restored, maintained and
protected for present and
future generations.”

The report provides rec-
ommendations for how to
proceed with its restoration,
and says Willowbank sup-
ports the Royal Canadian
Legion, the town, which
owns the structure, “and all
stakeholders as they contin-
ue to work together to ful-
ly secure the future of this
unique built and cultural
heritage”

“The most pressing is-
sues found on the struc-
ture,” it says in its recom-
mendations, “are related to
water damage, stormwater
management, and the need
for regular inspection and
maintenance.”

The report lists 12 rec-
ommendations for work
that is “urgent” and should

be carried out immediately.

The recommendations
don't have costs attached,
notes Howse, and although
there is a fundraising cam-
paign underway, which
since June has raised about
$15,000, the report has
been passed to town staff
to identify the priorities,
and come up with a dollar
figure. “We have no idea at
this point. We don’t even
have a guesstimate. We
don't know the bottom
line. We do know we have
a long way to go”

The report is very de-
tailed, and had some sur-
prises about repairs “you
don't necessarily see,” add-
ed Howse.

In addition to the 12
recommendations for
work that needs immediate
attention, “there were oth-
er repairs also suggested
that aren’t as urgent””

Donations can be made
at the Virgil town hall at
1593 Four Mile Creek Rd.,
or the Royal Canadian Le-
gion Branch 124 located at
410 King Street, via cash
or cheque (made payable
to the Town of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake) or online
at notl.com/recreation
-events/community
-initiatives-events.

Tax receipts will be
provided for all donations
above $25.

Chasing the blood moon

Dave Gilchrist took photos of the lunar eclipse Monday evening and Tuesday morning, which occurs when the Moon moves into the Earth’s shadow. His research tells him
this can occur only when the Sun, Earth, and Moon are exactly or very closely aligned with Earth between the other two, on the night of a full moon. During a lunar eclipse,
the Moon turns red because the only sunlight reaching it passes through Earth’s atmosphere, he discovered — the more dust or clouds in Earth’s atmosphere during the

eclipse, the redder the Moon will appear.
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Golden Years Guide

Try these 3 things to speed up cold and flu recovery

(NC) Now that were
more used to living with
COVID-19, common colds
are back, and they might last
longer this year. Ensure illness
doesn't linger longer than it
needs to with these recovery
tips and tricks.

Blow your nose
Congestion is a frustrating

and sometimes long-lasting
symptom of cold and flu. Lift
congestion sooner by blowing
your nose regularly, otherwise
sniffling can keep mucus in
the body and prolong a stuffy
nose. One of the best ways to
loosen congestion is a warm,
steamy shower. Steam helps
moisturize nasal passages and
open airways.

If youre too sick for a
shower, try humidifying your
home. Dry environments can
be harsh on the body during
recovery. Pro tip: try adding
vapour rub to the humidifier
or eucalyptus drops.

Drink up
Hydration is essential to
beat a cold or flu.

Try to avoid caffeine and
drink mostly water. When
your appetite is low however,
it is important to get miner-
als and vitamins from drinks.
Hydrating with a serving of
Florida Orange Juice gives
you a source of vitamin C,
which is an antioxidant that
supports immune function.
Fortified orange juice may

also include vitamin D.

Say ahh
Sore throats are such a
pain: swallowing and eating is
difficult, and sleeping is chal-
lenging with a dry, sore throat.
While lozenges may tem-
porarily soothe a sore throat,
they aren't a cure-all solution.
With few options available to

target a sore throat directly,
also try gargling with warm
salt water. It's an effective rem-
edy to moisten the throat and
bring temporary relief. Gar-
gling up to three times a day
may aid in speedy recovery.

Find more health and
wellness tips for cold and
flu recovery at floridacitrus.
ca/oj.

Five foods to get you through cold and flu season

(NC) Being sick with
a cold or flu is misery ei-
ther way, especially when
symptoms include a loss
of appetite. Although en-
joying food and drink
when you feel unwell can
be a challenge, eating to
prepare for cold and flu
season doesn’t have to be
difficult.

Focus on eating foods
for a variety of essential
nutrients to keep your im-
mune system strong.

“Think of your immune
system as a team with dif-
ferent players,” says regis-
tered dietitian Sue Mah.
“Each player has an im-
portant role. Nutrients like

vitamin A, C, D, E as well
as zinc, protein and prebi-
otics are just some of the
superstar players on Team
Immunity”

Sue shares five foods to
include in everyday eating
to support a strong im-
mune system.

1. Squash is packed
with beta-carotene which
gets converted into vita-
min A. You can also find
beta-carotene in carrots,
sweet potatoes, spinach,
kale, cantaloupe and bell
peppers. So go ahead and
eat in colour.

2. Eggs are a quick,
versatile and convenient
way to get some vitamin

D through the cold winter
months. Eggs are an eco-
nomical source of protein
that help build antibodies.
Try them in the morning
with breakfast, at lunch or
even at dinner.

3. Florida Orange Juice
provides key nutrients
such as vitamin C, folate,
potassium and thiamin.
Fortified juices also con-
tain vitamin D to help sup-
port the immune system
during cold and flu season
and all year long.

4. Nuts and seeds are
foods filled with antiox-
idants such as vitamin E
and zinc. Zinc contributes
to the normal function of

the immune system. Bo-
nus: nuts and seeds are
terrific for plant-based
protein.

5. Garlic, onions and
leeks all belong to the al-
lium family of veggies and
contain prebiotics which
act as food for the good,
probiotic bacteria in your
gut. Prebiotics are import-
ant for both our gut and
immune health. Add these
savoury ingredients to
your fall and winter dishes
not just for flavour, but for
a delicious dose of prebiot-
ics too.

“Consider putting these
foods on your grocery list
regularly,” says Mah. “And

have fun combining them
in snacks and meals all
year long”

Find more nutrition
and recipe information at
floridacitrus.ca/oj/recipes.
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This surprise leading cause of
death should not be overlooked cybercrime during the holidays

(NC) Youve heard of
heart attacks, but have you
heard of a lung attack?

If not, it might surprise
you that lung attacks are one
of the main reasons peo-
ple living with COPD are
hospitalized and are part-
ly why the condition is the
third leading cause of death
worldwide, according to the
World Health Organization.

COPD, which stands for
chronic obstructive pulmo-
nary disease, is a chronic lung
disease that causes difficulty
breathing. Lung attacks, also
known as flare ups or exac-
erbations, can be mild, but
moderate to severe exacerba-
tions are extremely dangerous
and often require emergency
medical intervention.

During a severe exacer-
bation, symptoms like short-
ness of breath and increased
coughing suddenly inten-
sify, airway muscles tighten
significantly and cut off air
supply. This can lead to blue
lips or fingers, confusion,
drowsiness, extreme short-
ness of breath and, when not
treated, death. In fact, the

risk of heart attack doubles in
the first ten days after a lung
attack, and risk of stroke in-
creases 40 per cent.

“Even if an exacerbation
is mild, one of the most cru-
cial steps to take during the
recovery period is to report
the incident and current
symptoms to your health-
care provider so they can
re-evaluate your treatment
plan,” says Peter Glazier, Ex-
ecutive Vice President of the
Lung Health Foundation.
“Unfortunately, about 40
per cent of exacerbations are

not reported, and patients
experiencing symptoms
like persistent coughing and
phlegm are at greater risk of
having another lung attack
within a year”

It just takes one moder-
ate exacerbation to increase
the risk of hospitalization,
so if even something seems
like it “wasn’t as bad as it
could have been,” never let it
go unreported.

To learn more about
COPD, visit lunghealth.ca/
COPD

www.newscanada.com

Three ways to protect against

(NC) As we go through
the holidays and the busi-
est shopping season of the
year, many of us opt for on-
line shopping for the best
deals and the convenience
factor.

However, it's an import-
ant time of year to be alert
and prepared for a height-
ened risk of cyber attacks,
such as unauthorized ac-
cess to online accounts,
and becoming the victim
of an online scam or even
identity theft. In fact, it
turns out these are the top
concerns for Canadians
when it comes to cyber
threats, according to a re-
cent poll on cybersecurity,

“As Canadians increas-
ingly shop, communicate
and live more of their life
online, there’s a need to
be more proactive when
it comes to their cyberse-
curity” says Adam Evans,
chief information security
officer at RBC. “The holi-
days are a peak shopping
time when people are buy-
ing online more frequently.
With the distractions of

everything on the to-do
list, it may be easier to fall
victim to potential online
criminal activity without
precautions in place”

Despite concerns, only
half of Canadians say they
use antivirus software or
have multi-factor authenti-
cation on their accounts -
two basic security precau-
tions. Moreover, younger
people between 18 and 34
are less likely than older
generations to take protec-
tive measures such as up-
dating antivirus software
installed on their devices
or changing their pass-
words quarterly.

Here are three tips for
protecting yourself online
and increasing your cyber-
security:

Keep your banking de-
tails secure: use a unique
and strong password for
each account. Consider
using a strong password
generator or create long
passwords or phrases that
you can remember.

Be careful when using
public Wi-Fi: avoid shop-

ping online over a public
network even if it is rep-
utable and password pro-
tected. Consider using a
virtual private network
(VPN) if you plan to use
private information on a
public network. Be aware
of people looking over
your shoulder or surveil-
lance cameras when enter-
ing information in a public
setting.

Be wary of phone, SMS
and email messages: there
are many scams that tar-
get people via social me-
dia, dating sites, email or
phone calls. Generally,
these attacks attempt to ac-
quire banking info for an
immediate or urgent pay-
ment. Other types ask for
an individual to confirm
and/or reset their login ID
and password in order to
steal account credentials.

You can become more
cyber aware with resourc-
es like The Vault, a down-
loadable guide to cyber
safety, available at rbc.com/
cyber.

www.newscanada.com
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Plans for vineyards not yet made public

Continued from page 1

tunity and we look forward
to learning more about this
iconic wine region”

With Stratus and Jack-
son-Triggs currently anchor-
ing the tiny enclave on one of
Niagara-on-the-Lakes most
travelled stretch of wineries,
there are also some enticing
properties within easy walk-
ing distance. Oast House
Brewers is a huge draw for
beer lovers, the new high-end
$40-million Stone Eagle win-
ery (owned by Two Sisters)

and restaurant that will house
the estates top-end Stone
Eagle wines well underway
across the street, plus The
Village Square, a commercial
centre on the border of the
Village residential neighbour-
hood, has been in the works
for a few years directly across
the road from Jackson-Triggs.

John Hawley’s commer-
cial development will include
a four-storey hotel at the
corner of Niven Road and
Niagara Stone Road, as well
as an assembly hall, a gro-
cery store, and small shops.
A spokesman for the Tradi-

tional Neighbourhood De-
velopment project confirmed
that site plan for the village
was recently given the green
light by the town of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake.

Founded in 1972, the
Mark Anthony Group has
grown organically from a
one-person  import wine
business into an international
drinks company whose hall-
marks include a portfolio of
luxury wineries and iconic
beverage brands.

Von Mandl pioneered
high-end winemaking in Brit-
ish Columbias Okanagan Val-

ley. His family-owned wineries
and estate vineyards have sur-
prised the wine world, winning
the “world’s best Chardonnay”
and “best Pinot Noir in the
world” in London, and the
first-ever perfect 100-point-
scores for their collection of
fine wines, handcrafted in the
Okanagan Valley.

At the same time, his
group of companies has cre-
ated and launched several
new-to-the-world  beverage
categories and a portfolio of
well-known brands, includ-
ing White Claw Hard Seltzer
and Mikes Hard Lemonade,

Local grower Ray Duc has sold more than 70 acres of Forrer

and tender fruit in NOTL since 1960. (Photos supplied)

Anthony von Mandl, founder and CEO of the Mark Anthony
Farms, a family-run business that has been growing grapes Group, has purchased the vineyards between Status Vineyards
and the Jackson-Triggs Winery, fronting on Niagara Stone Road.

that have transformed the
drinks industry. Anthony’s
obsession with best-in-class
taste is rooted in the fami-
ly's organic vineyards and
distinctive, —award-winning
wines.

In addition to owning
Mission Hill, Martins Lane,
Check Mate, Cedar Creek,
Road 13, and Liquidity win-
eries, Mark Anthony also
owns White Claw, Bearface
Canadian Whisky, Glendal-
ough and Dillon’s Distillery.

As one source said, with
Mark Anthony joining the
fray in the area, itss like Niag-
aras Bermuda Triangle — it’s
easy to get in, but you might
not want to get out with all
that deliciousness congregat-
ing in one spot.

Forrer Farms was founded
by Duc’s father-in-law; the late
Jack Forrer, who emigrated to
Canada from Switzerland in
1950. When Duc took over as
owner of the of the vineyards,
he retained the name of the
founder “out of respect” for
the original family name.

Duc is originally from Jor-
dan and was dating (and later
married) Jacks daughter, Lin-
da, in high school. When he
graduated from college, Duc
started working on the Forrer
farm to make ends meet, and
never left.

Duc said he put the vine-

yard up for sale earlier this
year and by the time the deal
was done, Mark Anthony
wanted more than the 44 or
so acres, so Duc ended up
parting with more than 70
acres under vine. “It was all
about location for them,” Duc
said. He has a deal in place
to run the vineyards for von
Mandl while they decide on
a plan going forward. Other
details of the deal, including
price, were not disclosed.

Duc’s father-in-law sold
Jackson-Triggs a portion of
the original vineyard when
that iconic winery was just
getting established in the late
1990s. To this day, Duc sells
his grapes to Arterra Wines
Canada, which was original-
ly Vincor, founded by Allan
Jackson and Donald Triggs.
Duc took the proceeds from
the sale to purchase the fam-
ily’s first homestead and vine-
yards on East and West Line,
and will continue farming as
the new generation of family
members takes over the busi-
ness.

Asked if the family ever
considered using the covet-
ed Niagara Stone Road for a
full-fledged winery, Duc an-
swered, “T like the family life
onafarm”

“Its a great family life ...
until you become a winery””

—Wine in Niagara

NOTL provides backdrop for Murdoch Mysteries

CBC’s popular Murdoch Mysteries was filming in Niagara last week,
with cast and crew paying a visit to the Grand Victorian Inn on the Ni-
agara River Parkway. The series is entering its 16th season. (Photos

by Mike Balsom)
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Joan King asking for help with stocking project

Penny Coles
The Local

When Joan King decided
she wanted to help local se-
niors celebrate Christmas in
2020, her plan was simple and
modest — she would deliver
about 80 stockings stuffed with
goodies to the residents of Up-
per Canada Lodge — she was
afraid it would be a lonely, dif-
ficult time for seniors, that first
Christmas during a pandemic.

However, as the outpour-
ing of support from those
who wanted to help swelled
daily, so did her project. Over-
whelmed by the generosity
and enthusiasm from those

NIAGARA

50%

Caramel Dark Balsamic
%ee with $65 purchase Nov 12th & 13th

50% @{% Nov 14th - 18th (limit 2 per customer)

who reached out to her, her
plan grew to include all three
long-term care homes in
Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Last year, more than 200
people were part of this ini-
tiative, some filling stockings,
others contributing items to fill
them with. Cards were created
by Amika Verwegens young
children, and special gift tags
made by Sheri Ruby. Hand-
knitted hearts were made by the
ladies at Niagara-on-the-Lake
Community Palliative Care Ser-
vice and included in cards de-
signed by students, and printed
by the town. At Crossroads Pub-
lic School, Kindergarten classes
put together 54 stockings. The

Niagara Lions Club, under the
direction of Dorothy Soo-Wiens
put together 23 stockings. The
Wind group of restaurants had
40 to fill, and on the day the
deliveries were to be made, a St.
Davids woman dropped oft bags
of large stuffed animals she had
collected by ordering online and
driving around to various stores.
King is now planning for
this Christmas, again planning
to deliver joy to seniors at Upper
Canada Lodge, Pleasant Manor
and Niagara Long Term Care.
She says she's not sure what
will be included in the stock-
ings — it seems every year
there are surprises — but she
is hoping for 212 people to

Coconut White Balsamic
"Nov 7th - 11th

(limit 2 per customer)

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE

118 Queen St., NOTL | 289.868.8898
olivniagara.com

purchase a Christmas stocking
and fill it with items that seem
to be appreciated: small packs
of Kleenex; a hat, mittens or
scarf; large socks; a travel pil-
low; a small blanket or shawl;
toothbrush and toothpaste; a
magazine and calendar; un-
scented lotion and lip balm; a
large-print word search book;
puzzles of 100 pieces or less; co-
louring book, sketch pad, pen-
cil crayons and sharpener, pen-
cil case, pen, and pad of paper;
a magnifying glass; a stress ball;
and candy, mints or chocolate.
Once the stockings are
filled, they can be dropped off
at her home in Queenston. The
final drop-oft day will be at the

community centre Friday, Dec.

16, when the stockings will be

delivered.
Anyone

interested  in

helping can reach King at
joankemplO@yahoo.ca, Face-
book message Joan King, or
call her at 905-262-5898.

Joan King, pictured at the community centre last year with
stockings ready to be delivered, is reaching out for help with her
annual project. (Penny Coles)
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Rotary House tour selling out quickly

Penny Coles
The Local

The  Niagara-on-the-
Lake Rotary Club Holiday
House Tour is approaching,
tickets are selling quickly,
and the club is promising

the 23rd annual event will
be better than ever.

There will be two days to
tour six beautiful, exquisite-
ly decorated homes, there
will be historic and cultural
sites included on the tour,
and complimentary tast-

ings at three local wineries.

There will also be spe-
cially-priced luncheons and
dinners for those on the
tour.

There are some changes
to improve logistics for par-
ticipants — Rotary is sell-

ing separate tickets for the
beautiful, historic Georgian
McArthur Estate on John
Street, A Merry & Bright
Christmas Tour, for specif-
ic-timed, hour-long tours
beginning at 4:30 p.m. the
evenings of Dec. 2 and 3.

Candlelight stroll to benefit Ceto Reid

Penny Coles
The Local

The annual Candlelight
Stroll, hosted by the Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake Chamber
of Commerce, will take
place Friday, Dec. 2, from
6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

As is tradition, the event
begins at the Court House.
After greetings from the
lord mayor and chamber
president, participants make
their way through the streets
of the Old Town, seasonal
music provided along the
route by people volunteer-
ing their time and talents
to give guests a memorable
Christmas experience as
they enjoy the stroll.

Ceto Reid, a farmwork-
er who was injured on his
bicycle the day before he
was due to travel home to
Jamaica, will be introduced
as the recipient of half the
proceeds collected from
the sale of candles. Reid
must stay in NOTL at least
until after his next medical

assessment in mid-Decem-
ber, and is unable to work
or send money home.

Typically he would
make his way down the
Court House steps, light
candles of those gathered,
and lead the stroll in a Sen-
tineal horse-drawn car-
riage through the streets of
the Old Town, but plans are
still up in the air about how
much, with his badly-in-
jured hip, he will be able to
participate.

Julia Buxton-Cox has
visited him at the farm
where he is staying, and
told him about the Candle-
light Stroll. He was amazed
by the pictures she showed
of previous years, includ-
ing 2019, when farmwork-
er Delroy Castella was the
recipient of candle sale
proceeds and led the stroll.
Castella had suffered a
stroke and had remained
in NOTL for medical treat-
ment, with plans to be
home for Christmas.

Reid was amazed at the

number of people who will
be at the stroll, said Bux-
ton-Cox, and really hon-
oured and touched by the
support the community is
showing him.

She has made sure Reid
has a wheelchair at the
farm that he can use to get
around there, and on the
evening of the stroll, but he
may not be able to climb
into a carriage, she said.

“We don’t want him to
do anything that might risk
his healing”

Buxton-Cox, the found-
er of The Farmworker Hub,
isalso honoured that the or-
ganization, which supplies
clothing, household items
and emergency food to mi-
grant workers, will also be a
recipient of a portion of the
funds from the stroll. “We
are really grateful for the
support;” she says, and also
pleased at the awareness the
event helps spread amongst
visitors to town.

“This is an opportunity
for people who don’t know

Farmworker Ceto Reid, hit by a car while riding his bike the day he was supposed to return
home, will receive half of the proceeds from the Candlelight Stroll. (Jane Andres)

anything about migrant
workers to learn a little bit
about them and what we
can do for them. In some
places across Canada they
are invisible workers”

The stroll “can shed a
light on them,” and on the
work of the volunteers, the
support of the community
that has stepped up, and
maybe the next time those
visitors come to town, “they
can bring some pants or a
warm winter coat” to drop
off for the migrant workers.

The Farmworker Hub
will receive 25 per cent of
the proceeds to help orga-
nizers with expenses as they
continue to provide sup-
plies to local farmworkers,
and the NOTL Communi-
ty Palliative Care Service
will receive the other 25 per
cent for the work they do,
providing care, support,
education, and other ser-
vices to residents of NOTL
and their families.

“We are thrilled that
our community can keep
the tradition of our be-
loved Candlelight Stroll
this year;” said Chamber
President Minerva Ward.
“It is my first year hosting
this heart-warming event,
and I am pleased to be part
of a community that cele-
brates the holiday season
with such a generous spirit.
This is an important event
that raises funds for worthy
causes in our community
and I thank the residents
and business community
for opening their hearts to
assist.”

Candles will be sold at
stalls along Queen Street
between King and Regent
Streets, at $3 each — only
cash will be accepted.

The tradition of a food
drive for Newark Neigh-
bours also continues, and
donations can be dropped
oft at the Fort George park-
ing lot or in bins in front
of the Court House. For a
list of what items are need-
ed to help local families
at Christmas, visit www.
newarkneighbours.ca.

Parking is available at
Fort George, and Commu-
nity Transportation will be
offering a complimentary
shuttle available from 5
pm. to 9:30 p.m. between
the fort parking lot and the
Court House.

Donations can also
be made directly to the
chamber — contact Ward
at  president@niagaraon-
thelake.com.

The Rotary Holiday
House Tour tickets for the
two-day house tour event,
from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
also Dec. 2 and 3, can be
used to see all six houses
either day or over the two
days, with sales capped at
3,000 to reduce line-ups,
and it will be possible to
check on social media
throughout both days to see
the wait times to enter each
of the homes.

Betty Knight and Fran
Boot are excited about this
year’s event — Knight is the
lead organizer of the McAr-
thur Estate tours, and Boot
of the house tours.

Knight has been work-
ing with Brenda McArthur
to organize the Merry &
Bright Christmas Tour.
McArthur starts decorat-
ing in October, Knight
says, and will be ensuring
guests are welcomed and
entertained from the mo-
ment they arrive at the
magnificent property with
its decorated Victorian gar-
dens, stunningly lit outdoor
rooms, and the remarkable
nativity scene, while music
is provided by local artists,
including members of the
Yellow Door Theatre Proj-
ect and Niagara Star Sing-
ers.

“There will always be
something happening out-
doors,” says Knight, “weath-
er permitting”

There will be a special
opening of the event at 4:30
p.m. Friday, including the
town crier with a special
welcome.

New this year are guides
for all the McArthur tours
provided by the Friends
of Fort George, including
Tony Chisholm, Rick Melo-
en, Dick Coyne and others,
in period costumes, who
will lead guests though the
gardens on the property,
“regaling them with tales
of previous owners,” says
Knight.

As guests enter the
McArthur home, they will
be greeted by Brenda, who
is looking forward to wel-
coming everyone to her
home. Santa will be by
her side at what is “a re-
ally beautiful community
event,” says Knight.

A tasting of a Peller Es-
tates bubbly will be offered
in a commemorated keep-
sake glass.

The Grinch will also be
in attendance, and photos
can be taken with Santa or
the Grinch.

Both the main floor and
one wing of the second floor
will be open for the tour,
with all its ornate architec-
tural mouldings and details,
and a grand staircase that is
home to a magical twelve-
foot Christmas tree — one
of dozens of trees likely to
be part of the display.

And Brenda keeps com-
ing up with new, amazing
concepts for decorating —

most of them starting as a
seed of an idea and evolv-
ing over time, “so there are
always surprises. We never
know exactly what to ex-
pect, but we know it will be
magical,” says Knight.

The property is deco-
rated by La Belle Flowers
& Gifts and the McArthur
family and friends, with
Brenda at the heart of the
project.

“Brenda is so generous
and kind. She is really re-
markable. The decorating
touches that go into this are
all Brenda. She is a woman
with so much heart. Her
love for the community
makes her want to help to
raise money for projects
locally and internationally.

That's why this is so import-
ant to her”
As guests leave the

house to head to the stables,
also elaborately decorated,
Knight explains there will
be fire pits scattered around
the property to encourage
people to sit, or take pho-
tos — providing more of
the “instagrammable mo-
ments,” or, as Boot says,
enjoy what will feel like “a
garden party at a friends
house, in a really lovely at-
mosphere”

While Rotary is grateful
for the “incredible gener-
osity” of Brenda and Blair
McArthur, for their em-
bodiment of the Christmas
spirit and their compassion
and dedication to the com-
munity, for opening their
hearts and their home,
Knight says, when Brenda
is told what a gift she has
been to the Rotary, “she will
say that Rotary has given
her a gift”

In the stables, each stall
features a reindeer, and
each one is different, “deco-
rated to reflect its individu-
al personality;” says Knight.
There will also be a Canine
Manor, and Santas Work-
shop with Santa and his
elves in attendance. Letters
for Santa can be brought
from home and dropped
off, and there will also be a
station set up for children
to write their letters.

“Brenda loves to see
children at the event,” says
Knight. “The Christmas
lights and decorations are
mesmerizing. This will be
a time of great memories
made”

And family is import-
ant to her. Before the tours
start, she will have a total of
20 families chosen by New-
ark Neighbours and other
organizations who have
been invited to visit her
home, with Santa on hand
to present gifts to all of the
children.

Of the six houses on
the Holiday House Tour,
two are in walking distance
of each other — one on
Cottage Street in the Old

Continued on page 21
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McArthur house tour to have timed tickets

Continued from page 20

Town, one on Shaw’s Lane.
The others are a little more
spread out, with one on the
Niagara River Parkway, one
on Ricardo Street, and a lit-
tle further afield, Wall Road,
and York Road in St. Davids.

The Lowrey House on
York Road is being dec-
orated by British interior
designer Karl Pacey, who
shares the home with his
partner Richard Mell. Built
in 1896 by the Lowrey fam-
ily, whose descendants own
Ravine Vineyards next door,
Pacey and Mell have made
only a few structural chang-
es but have changed up the
decor, and Pacey, says Boot,
searches far and wide for a
carefully curated collection
of antiques, china, art and
even Christmas decorations.

Pacey, says Boot, has
already completed much
of the decorating for the
tour — “he wants to make
sure he does it right, with
some of the decorations he
has made himself. “It’s just
breath-taking,” she says.

Also included in the tour
are the NOTL Museum, Mc-
Farland House, decorated
inside and out by the Garden
Club of Niagara, the Niaga-
ra Pumphouse Arts Centre
with its Holiday Market,
Riverbrink Art Museum,
and St. Mark’s Church.

Boot says there are more
than 200 volunteers signed
up for the Holiday House
Tour, separate from the list
of those helping out at the
McArthur Estate. Not all
are Rotary members, she
says, although they help out
every year. Some are at the
houses all day, others take

shifts, and there are a small
number of people who sign
up every year, all day, both
days, making it easier as
they get to know the houses
and the routine.

However, Boot says, vol-
unteers are still needed for
outside to act as greeters,
in four shifts, if anyone is
interested in signing up —
send an email to notlhht@
gmail.com, with “Volun-
teer” as the subject.

Rotary member John
Boot has recently returned
from Kenya — one of many
trips as a Rotarian taken to
help the poorest of the poor,
most recently to help deliv-
er clean water to Marsabit
County in an area of Africa
that is in its fifth year of ex-
treme, devastating drought.
It is one of the countries
in the world most impact-
ed by climate change, says

Boot. His most recent trip
was to ensure water would
be delivered to schools to
keep them open for anoth-
er two months, until the
end of their school year. He
explains children live at the
schools for five days in this
particularly hard-hit region,
and would have closed with-
out the provision of water,
and food from another
group of Rotarians.

About five years ago, the
NOTL club built rainwater
drums to collect water, but
with the drought, there hasn't
been enough water. Now,
water is trucked in and stored
in the drums, to be used by
the village, he says.

John explains the NOTL
Rotary Club typically raises
about $160,000 a year —
less during the pandemic
— and divides that between
local and international

causes. There are commit-
tees to look after each, and
the Kenyan water project is
just one of many, including
the drive to eradicate po-
lio world-wide, improving
medical facilities, a project
in Mali, one of the larger,
most remote and impover-
ished countries in West Af-
rica, that involved maternal
health and infant mortality,
and providing clean water
and food in other areas of
the world, as well as disaster
relief for Ukraine.

“Its important,”  says
John, “to develop these re-
lationships in these areas, in
the poorest of poor coun-
tries, so we can continue
working with them and
helping them”

Closer to home, fund-
raisers such as the Rotary
Club Holiday House Tour
help fund organizations

such as Red Roof Retreat,
the NOTL Museum, New-
ark Neighbours, the Farm-
worker Hub, Disc Golf, the
Westview Centre4dWomen,
the Niagara Regional Na-
tive Centre, and NOTL Pal-
liative Care.

“Rotary is making a dif-
ference in the world,” says
Betty.

And those who partici-
pate in the tour are helping,
she adds. “You can have
a really good time, see-
ing some really beautiful
homes, and while youre
doing that, youre making a
difference”

For more information
on the tour, how to pur-
chase tickets, and where to
make reservations for lunch
or dinner or to drop by for
wine tastings, visit niaga-
raonthelakerotary.ca and
click on events.

This exquisite Christmas tree decorated by Karl Pacey is just one of the delights to be discovered inside the Lowrey House
on York Road, one of six on the NOTL Rotary Holiday House Tour. (Photos supplied)

Fran Boot, lead organizer of the Rotary House
Tour, and Betty Knight, who is heading the
McArthur Estate tour, pose in front of the John
Street home that will be so beautifully decorat-
ed, inside and out, for the tour.
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With Christ Church closed, questions arise about cemetery

Mike Balsom
The Local

As the former congre-
gation of Christ Church
McNab await the outcome
of a discernment process to
decide the fate of the build-
ings and the cemetery on
the grounds near Lakeshore
Road, one man from To-
ronto is watching it all with
keen interest.

James Russell, the man
behind the campaign to
recognize the members of
Niagara-on-the-Lake’s Black
community buried at the
“Old Negro Burial Ground”
on Mississagua Street, is
concerned with the condi-
tion of a set of graves located
at the farthest reaches of the
Christ Church grounds, sit-
uated perilously close to the
ravine’s edge.

That section of the ceme-
tery is known as Negro Point.
Its the final resting place for
a few Black residents of the
former village of McNab.
Some of those graves are un-
marked, other than a small
plaque erected in 2003 stat-
ing “In memory of the un-
known souls buried here”

“I was heartbroken to see
the condition of the graves,’
Russell told The Local.
“They are so close to falling
into the ravine”

Russell expressed his
concerns about the Christ
Church McNab site to the
Bereavement Association of
Ontario (BAO), the govern-
ment agency with the power
to enforce the provisions of
the 2002 Funeral, Burial and
Cremation Services Act.

He suggests that the BAO

has the authority to level a
fine on the Anglican Dio-
cese for the current state of
the graves. But he also says
he was heartened when he
received a response from the
BAO via email on Oct. 19.

BAO compliance officer
Michele Mark told Russell
in the email that she had
contacted Archdeacon Bill
Mous, executive officer of
Niagaras Anglican Diocese,
to relay Russell's concerns.

The email said once the
closure of the church is fi-
nalized, the diocese would
be conducting a full as-
sessment of the property,
including mapping all of
the graves and generating
a plan for maintenance is-
sues. Mark added that Mous
made notes of Russell's con-
cerns regarding the ravine
lots and told the BAO that
the diocese would deter-
mine the best course of ac-
tion once the property had
been inspected.

The BAO has asked the
diocese to provide them
with updates on the progress
as it continues.

Over the 175 years of
Christ Church McNabs
history, the congregation
itself has been responsi-
ble for the maintenance of
the cemetery. Most of the
members who attended the
small worship gatherings
there can claim generations
of their ancestors buried on
the grounds.

The Local asked Mous
about the future of the cem-
etery following the final
celebration of the Anglican
mass on Oct. 30.

“Its too early to deter-

mine what that process
looks like,” Mous said when
it was suggested the town
might take over the upkeep
of the Christ Church Mc-
Nab cemetery. “The next
step in the discernment pro-
cess begins now. We have to
see what the possibilities are
for this property”

“The town cant take it
over; Russell opined. “The
town has difficulty main-
taining the few cemeteries
that they own already, like
the Negro Burial Ground.
This diocese is the same one
who neglected the graves
where Black folks were bur-
ied. Its obviously because
the ones near the ravine rep-
resent a huge financial out-
pouring to shore them up”

Russell went on to ex-
plain that maintaining any
cemetery involves so much
more than cutting the grass.

“Its a big responsibility
to own a cemetery, he said.
“Its like owning a house.
Theres always something
going wrong. It needs con-
stant input of money.’

In the years following
McNab becoming part of
Niagara-on-the-Lake,  the
Christ Church congregation
continuously dwindled in
numbers. When the church
closed its doors for the final
time last month, there were
about 25 members, a large
percentage of whom were in
their senior years.

A smaller congregation
means fewer funds to sup-
port things such as cemetery
upkeep. But Russell wonders
why the Niagara Diocese, or
the Diocese of Ontario, has
never stepped in to help

preserve those graves at the
back of the property.

He does, however, see
some hope in comments
Mous made to The Local on
Oct. 30.

“Having a cemetery here
really shapes what those
possibilities might be;” said
Mous. “Youre not dealing
with a blank slate here. Ob-
viously we want to ensure
the care of the souls who lie
in rest here are utmost in
our concern.”

Mous also acknowl-
edged the importance of the

heritage of the Black graves
that day, but lumped them
in with the general signifi-
cance of the entire property.
“That’s an important part
of the heritage of this par-
ticular place;” he said. “But
there’s lots of heritage in the
cemetery as well. We have
the plaque at the entrance
to the church that articulates
that. We want to preserve
the heritage as much as pos-
sible while also recognizing
that this place might become
the site of something new or
something revitalized””

While still working to
raise money to continue
his efforts on Mississagua
Street, and to receive au-
thorization to use ground
penetrating radar at 240
Centre Street at the corner
of Mississagua, where it is
rumoured a number of for-
mer slaves may be buried,
Russell has put the McNab
cemetery on his list.

“I'm going to begin hav-
ing discussions with the di-
ocese,” he says. “They really
can't cop out of this. They
have to do the right thing”

Some graves in the Negro Point corner of the cemetery are unmarked, with just a small plaque Russell is disturbed about monuments so close to the ravine they appear to be falling in, and
erected in 2003 stating “In memory of the unknown souls buried here.” (Photos by James Russell) hopes something can be done to save them.
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Great Lake Swimmers’ Tony Dekker to play at Ravine

Mike Balsom
The Local

The Concert Series at
Ravine Vineyard continues
Wednesday, Nov. 16, with
a hometown show of sorts
for folk-rock group Great
Lake Swimmers.

Wainfleet-born  sing-
er-songwriter Tony Dek-
ker now calls Queenston
home. He and his wife
Teirney are restoring a her-
itage house built originally
in 1835, and once owned
by a member of Laura Se-
cord’s family.

“There’s a lot of work
to do on it Dekker says,
“were doing it bit by bit
over time, with some help
from my dad and my
brother. We really love
the historic aspect of the
neighbourhood and the
house. And we're right near
the start of the Bruce Trail.
There are a lot of great nat-
ural things in the area”

It's a safe bet that Dek-
kers idyllic Queenston
surroundings will soon in-
fluence the music of Juno
Award and Polaris Prize
nominated Great Lake
Swimmers, which has of-
ten focused on the natu-
ral world in songs such as
Root Systems, Rivers Edge
and On the Water.

The ever-changing col-
lective was spawned with
the 2003 release of the
self-titled debut album. It
made waves almost im-
mediately with its gentle
folk songs and lo-fi sound.
Recorded in an abandoned
Wainfleet grain silo, the
chirping of nearby crickets
can be heard behind Dek-
ker’s haunting voice and
acoustic guitar.

Dekker has also repeat-
edly garnered attention for
the complexity and intrica-
cy of his lyrics over seven
studio albums, a number
of live recordings and a
Tony Dekker solo record.

That shouldnt come
as too much of a surprise
considering the 46-year-
old holds a degree in lit-
erature, poetry and prose
from the University of
Western Ontario (now
Western University). In

Accordion player Kelsey McNulty, Tony Dekker and bassist Bret Higgins. (David Irvine)

fact, until that debut album
started to entice the ears of
listeners and music critics,
he never envisioned life as
a musician.

“I moved to Toronto
with the intention of be-
coming a writer;; Dekker
says of his post-gradua-
tion pursuits, “or maybe
working in a related field,
or writing poems or get-
ting into the literary world.
Some friends encouraged
me to record my songs. I
expected it to really get to
only a small group of fami-
ly and friends”

He pressed 500 copies
of the debut on his own.
When those sold out in
about three months, he
produced 500 more, and
the demand kept growing.
Soon, record labels in Eu-
rope, the U.S. and Austra-
lia came calling, wanting to
release Great Lake Swim-
mers elsewhere.

A second independent
album, Bodies and Minds,
followed in 2005, and by
the time he was ready to
release 2007’s Ongiara (the
original name of Niagara
Falls), he had signed with
Vancouver’s Nettwerk Re-
cords.

The crickets were gone,
but true to form, Ongia-
ra, featuring guests such

as Owen Pallett, Blue Ro-
deo’s Bob Egan and Sarah
Harmer, was recorded in
the historic Aeolian Hall,
the former town hall of old
London East, Ont.

The seventh and most
recent Great Lake Swim-
mers studio album, 2018’s
The Wave, The Wake, was
also recorded in Lon-
don, Ont., this time at a
145-year-old church. It
marked a big departure for
Dekker and his band.

“I challenged myself to
make an album without
any acoustic guitar on it,
explains Dekker. “Just to
see what different kinds
of arrangements we could
come up with. We ended up
using a lot of other acoustic
instruments, like harp, ma-
rimbas, and a pipe organ
on one track. A lot of piano,
some woodwinds too.”

A year later, though,
he worked with St. Cath-
arines-based producer
Joe Lapinski on a second
version of The Waves, The
Wake, revisiting all the
songs with only acoustic
guitar.

Dekker promises that a
new Great Lake Swimmers
album will be coming in
early 2023, another col-
laboration with Lapinski
as producer. It will feature

Tony Dekker (Joe Lapinski)

some input from a num-
ber of other local musi-
cians and artists, and will
be documented by NOTL
filmmaker Adam C.K. Vol-
lick, one of Dekker’s neigh-
bours.

In 2019, they took a trip
to Sleeping Giant Provin-
cial Park on Lake Supe-
rior with the aim of find-
ing inspiration from the
landscape for a collection
of songs to be released in
2020. The pandemic put
that on hold for a while,

but it also allowed Dekker
to take that inspiration in
other directions.

“By the time we were
able to start recording at
the end of 2020, Dek-
ker recalls, “I had shifted
gears and wanted to do
something that would be
almost comfort listening.
In between lockdowns, we
recorded it in the histor-
ic buildings at Balls Falls
Conservation Area — the
chapel and the barn. And
at Silver Spire Church in

St. Catharines. We made a
string quartet of local play-
ers, and worked with Min-
iscule (a local choir led by
Laurel Minnes). It feels like
a natural evolution.”

“I had forgotten how
much preparation and
planning goes into putting
on shows,” he laughs. “Re-
hearsing and all the little
minutiae and details. A lot
of that falls on me to make
those decisions. But I am
looking forward to firing
up the machine again”

But before any tour-
ing happens, he’s happy to
be doing a show close to
home, at a place he is fa-
miliar with, where he says
he often stops in to buy
bread.

“Its just such a nice
spot,” he says. “We drop in
there often. It's such a nice
place to play. I have a lot of
family coming to the show,
and my neighbours have
been talking about it too”

Dekker will be joined
at Ravine by bassist Bret
Higgins, Kelsey McNulty
on keys and accordion,
and Erik Arneson on banjo
and guitar. Tickets for
the show are $55.20
and available through
ravinevineyard.com.

Great Lake Swimmers’
next local appearance
will be at Ridgeway’s Sanc-
tuary Centre for the Arts
on Dec. 9.
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DSBN students battle it out with paint brushes

Mike Balsom
The Local

Students from all 17 Dis-
trict School Board of Niagara
secondary schools gathered
at Laura Secord last Thurs-
day for the second DSBN Art
Battle.

Secords visual arts pro-
gram leader Chelsea Wilcox
organized and hosted the
first Art Battle in 2019 and
was eager to bring the event
back to the school for anoth-
er run.

“Last time we had 17
teams,” said Wilcox. “This
time, we had 42 teams and
every school in the DSBN
participating”

When students arrived,
they were asked to develop
prompts — short, specific
questions to be answered
by other teams. Then, they
selected prompts random-
ly, with the task of incorpo-
rating three of them into an
original composition.

After half an hour of
planning, each team of three
had three hours to paint col-
laboratively.

It was incredible to see
every corner of the cafeteria
populated by the more than
120 students involved. The
battle brought the compet-
itive element of a sporting
event to the visual arts. But

more importantly, it helped
each student develop the ev-
er-important skill of work-
ing toward a common goal,
something that doesnt al-
ways happen naturally when
it comes to art.

When combined together
in threes, some of the prompt
trios made sense together,
while others were a bit of a
stretch. That made for some
very creative approaches.

One participant, Pay-
ten Lambert of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake, is a Grade
9 student at AN. Myer in
Niagara Falls. The St. Mi-
chael Catholic Elementary
School graduate loved the
atmosphere in the cafeteria
Thursday.

She and her group, in-
cluding Brooke Hedden and
Evelyn Simonics, had the
prompts ‘turtle, ‘bed’ and
‘bed frame! They created
an underwater scene with a
sea turtle swimming near a
sunken bed. They may not
have won a prize, but they
enjoyed the collaboration.

“It's been very fun,” Lam-
bert told The Local. “Every-
one has been very nice. Its
not about how good you are
as an artist. All the groups
worked together and found
their compromises. Every-
one was having the same ex-
perience, and we all shared

the same amount of stress.

The collaborative element
of the Art Battle was a selling
point for Lamberts teacher,
Rena Burns.

“It’s so great to see the dif-
ferent approaches each team
takes to responding to the
prompts,” said Burns. “And
to see the teamwork not just
between the teams them-
selves but also their team-
work with the other schools
here as well. The great part is
to watch them travel around
to see what each other did”

Izzy Schiff-Malins, also
from Niagara-on-the-Lake,
is in Grade 12 at the host
school. He collaborated with
Jean Collins and Milo Rappitt
on a painting of a snail held
inside a locket, with broken
glass covering an image of a
woman on the other side.

The major challenge for
their group was the word
‘underappreciated, an an-
swer to the prompt of “write
the most powerful word you
know”

“The womans silhou-
ette is behind cracked glass,”
Schiff-Malins explained. “It’s
just lying there in the locket.
It's forgotten about. This love
has been underappreciated.
And the snail is metaphor-
ical. It's coming out of the
locket from this kind of toxic
love that it’s created”

Remembrance Day Luminaries

For Remembrance Day this year, Crossroads School is honouring those who
have served and continue to serve by creating a candlelight exhibit in the win-
dows in the front of the school on Thursday, Nov. 10. Members of the 3C Club
(Crossroads Caring Coyotes) will be preparing luminaries for each of the school
windows on the eve of Remembrance Day so that as community members drive
or walk by they will see the luminaries in remembrance of our veterans past, and
of our current serving military personnel. In the morning, these luminaries will then
be carried into the gym during the Remembrance Day ceremony. Working on the
luminaries are Camryn Wiens, Ron Slootsky, Holden Powell, Arwyn Kirker, Ella
Edgecombe, Keira Dexter and Fiona Bell. (Photo supplied)

After graduating in June,
2023, Schiff-Malins plans to
take a gap year, then attend
the University of Guelph to
study psychology or sociolo-
gy. But he hopes to continue
practising his creative pur-
suits as a hobby.

“I was really happy to give
Izzy the opportunity before
he graduated to partake in
something like this,” Wilcox
said. “Hes a really strong
artist, a lot of great, creative
thought, and works so well
with others. He’s a staple in
the art room”

Three awards were giv-
en at the end of the full-day

event. Judges awards were
won by a Westlane Second-
ary School team for their im-
age of a rat on a throne, and
by a St. Catharines Collegiate
team for their painting of a
pufferfish.

The grand prize winner
was chosen by a group of stu-
dents, who judged based on
how their composition told
a story, was consistent, incor-
porated elements of design
and displayed a sense of unity.

A team from Eden High
School took that prize with
their finished composition
showing a lonely elephant at
a birthday party. They were

awarded the coveted golden
Art Battle trophy.

Wilcox hopes to make the
DSBN Art Battle an annu-
al event from this point on.
With the massive increase in
student and teacher interest
since the first one three years
ago, she predicts that in 2023,
the Laura Secord cafeteria
may be too small to host it.

“Usually art battles are
for older, established artists
in larger cities,” Wilcox said.
“I want to continue to bring
the idea of a high-speed, live-
action collaborative event to
our students as a way to push
and promote the arts”

A.N. Myer students Evelyn Simonics, Payten Lambert and Brooke Hedden didn’t win a prize
but they had fun in the Art Battle at Laura Secord.

word ‘underappreciated.’

Jean Collins, Milo Rappitt and Izzy Schiff-Malins collaborated on a painting reflecting the

Next year the popular Art Battle may outgrow the Laura Secord space.
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Two local teams earned medals in Harvest Glassic

Mike Balsom
The Local

Thirty-six hockey teams
from across the province,
including five from Niagara-
on-the-Lake, took over both
rinks at Virgils Centennial
Sports Park for the annual
Harvest Classic hockey tour-
nament hosted by the NOTL
Wolves.

When it was all over, two
Wolves teams had captured
medals — a gold for Joe Pag-
notta’s Under-11 rep team and
a silver for Adam Whyte’s Un-
der-16 contact team.

Pagnotta was ecstatic fol-
lowing his team’s 2-1 win over
the Toronto Avalanche to take
the top prize for their six-team
age group.

“These kids came to play,”
Pagnotta said Monday night.
“Were only a month into
the season and we've already
made a lot of progress. That’s
not based on wins and loss-
es, but were getting better
and theyre doing what were
asking of them. And they all
seem to be picking it up.

Backstopped by goalie
Vincenzo Coppola, the Ull
Wolves blanked the Ava-
lanche 1-0 in the first game in
the round-robin stage Friday.
They followed that up Satur-
day morning with a 4-1 win
over the Barrie Colts, led by
goals from Tennyson Powell,
Benjamin Bayne, Luke Simp-
son and Nello Pagnotta.

But they lost to Midland
2-1 Saturday evening, when
the challenges of playing five
games during flu and cold sea-
son began to show themselves.

Under-11 team: (front left) Tennyson Powell, Hunter Froese, James Froese, Vincenzo Coppola, Luke Simpson, Mason Nichols;
(middle) Charlie Rowaan; (back left) Ryder Kallies, Nello Pagnotta, Eli Perng, Ben Bayne, August Felice and Miller Davis. The
coaches are Joe Pagnotta, Glen Davis, Sean Simpson, and missing from the photo, Derek Nichols. (Photo supplied)

“It was a fun tournament,
but we had a pretty sick team,”
Pagnotta said Monday night.
“We had a lot of kids coming
out of coughs, high fever, lots
of kids had to miss a game or
two. In the loss to Midland,
our team just didn't have the
energy. They were all beat
up in the sense of not feeling
well”

Still, they finished first
in their pool, and played In-
gersoll Sunday morning in
the semi-final. James Froese
scored twice and Nello Pag-
notta added a single as the
Wolves punched their ticket

to a rematch against the Ava-
lanche with a 3-1 victory.

In the final, Luke Simpson
scored midway through the
second period, but Toronto
tied it up just a few seconds
later. Simpson followed up
with the game-winning goal
in the third to ice the victory.

Pagnotta credited his fel-
low coaches, Sean Simpson,
Glen Davis and Derek Nichol-
Is for their help with the team.
Their next tournament is a Sil-
ver Stick event in Midland the
weekend of Dec. 2 through 4.

Adam Whytes U16 squad
faced a tough route to the final

game, with a record of 1-1-1
in round-robin play. After a
tie with West Niagara and a
loss to Stittsville, they needed
the win over Haldimand in
game three to move on.

“We played really good de-
fensively in that game,” Whyte
told The Local. “We got a great
goal in the second period
(from Noah Whyte) to take a
2-1lead and shut them down
the rest of the way. That was a
really important win because
it got us higher in the stand-
ings overall”

Their semi-final game
against Halton Hills featured

a number of nail-biting mo-
ments before it ended in a
3-3 tie. NOTL fell behind 2-1
with just a few minutes left.
Whyte pulled goalie Quinten
Davis and the Wolves were
able to tie it up.

Thinking they needed to
win to get to the final, Whyte
pulled Davis again, and they
gave up an empty net goal
to fall behind 3-2. Then,
with seven seconds left, and
Davis back on the bench in
favour of the extra attacker,
Noah Whyte got the puck off
the faceoff and buried it be-
hind Halton Hills goaltender

Josh Frost.

After the faceoft that fol-
lowed the tying goal, Frost was
called for a delay of game pen-
alty, and NOTL was awarded
a penalty shot and a chance
to win the game. Frost made
a great save to preserve the tie.

But they made it into the
final anyway against Stitts-
ville, based on head-to-head
competition.

The two teams traded
goals, skating to a 2-2 tie in
regulation time. In the second
three-minute,  four-on-four
overtime period, Stittsville’s
Owen Vezina scored the win-
ning goal for the win.

“We haven't had two Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake teams in the
finals in this tournament in
a long time,” convenor Gino
Patterson said. “It was excit-
ing to see. Unfortunately, they
were both scheduled to play at
the same time, but luckily one
of the games got delayed. And
that was a good thing, because
Glen Davis coaches both
teams and had to run from
one arena to the other”

The U13 Wolves lost their
three tournament games, to
Paris, Lindsay and Fort Erie,
while the Ul5 contact team
had a 0-4-0 record. The U18
Wolves beat Sarnia, tied In-
gersoll, and lost games to
Lambeth and Haldimand.

More than 275 volunteers
were involved in making the
tournament run smoothly.
And about the same number
will be needed in four months’
time to help Patterson run the
annual March Break Classic
for House League teams.

Under-11 players battle to a win that earns them the gold medal in th

e Harvest Classic held in the Virgil arenas this weekend. (Mike Balsom)

The Under-15 contact team worked hard but lost 2-1 in a match agains Lambeth Saturday. (Ben Foster)
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‘Everybody has to do their job’ to earn a win

Mike Balsom
The Local

After a humiliating 9-0 loss
on the road in North York, the
Greater Metro Junior A Hock-
ey League’s Niagara Predators
have a chance to right their

ship this Friday night when the
Renegades come to town.

But according to head
coach Kevin Taylor and team
owner and president Rob-
ert Turnbull, its going to take
some work.

The Local caught up to

both Taylor and Turnbull prior
to this Tuesday evening’s prac-
tice. The message was clear —a
better effort needs to be seen
on all fronts.

“We're not going to change
what weve been teaching’
Taylor said Tuesday afternoon.

Nolan Wyers (shown here in a recent home game against Bradford) took a big hit Saturday,
knocking him out of the game. (Mike Balsom)

YoeaMAPPENINGS

ST. DAVIDS LIONESS LION
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY MARKET
Saturday, November 12, 2022 | 9 am to 2 pm

e Artists and Vendors ¢ Draw Prizes
e Nickel Table » Bake Table

Light lunch for sale 11:30 am - 1:30pm

Wraps, Coffee, Tea and more

St. Davids Lions Club — 1462 York Road

Proceeds go back into the Community
Accepting Non-Perishable Food for Project Share
Free Parking/Free Admission e Cash - Debit - Credit

y/

BETHANY
MENNONITE CHURCH
BORSCHT SALE

Saturday, November 12
from 10 am until sold out

For sale: Jars of Borscht,
Brown bread, Baked goods,
Preserves and Quilts.

Seeyouin the church auditorium.
FIRST COME FIRST SERVED.
CASH ONLY PLEASE.

572 East and West Line, NOTL

o

Hosted
by

Wed, Nov16 | 1-3 pm
NOTL Community Centre
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Drop in to meet representatives
from over 25 community and service
organizations in our town.

Food Donations for
Newark Neighbours are welcome

Learn more at
www.nhotlnewcomers.com

“Our game plan is good. It
works. Theyre just not com-
peting right now. The guys
need to buy into the system”
“We got spanked playing
some tough teams,” Turnbull
added, referring to Saturday’s
North York game and an 8-1
loss to the Bradford Bulls on
Oct. 28. “The way the sched-
ule is set up right now, we'll be
playing top teams often. It’s go-
ing to be difficult to win”
Though his team is cur-
rently in seventh place in the
GMHLs nine-team South Di-
vision, Turnbull believes the
Predators have a lot of time to
chip their way into the top four.
“In order to get there, ev-
erybody has to do their job,
Turnbull explained. “Right
now, 'm seeing a lot of selfish
hockey. A better effort is need-
ed all around. The boys have to
work both ends of the rink to
impede the progress of the op-
position. We're not playing well
on the defensive side”
Saturday’s game started out

PLACE YOUR COMING EVENT HERE!
Prices starting at $20. Deadline: Monday 3 p.m.
Call Karen 905-641-5335
or email: karen@notllocal.com

COMMUNITY
AWARENESS DAY

fine. The Predators were down
2-0 by the end of the first pe-
riod but were getting some
chances, despite being outshot
20-10.

Nolan Wyers took a big hit
in that period, one that Taylor
isn't sure was a clean hit, knock-
ing him out of the game. It
seemed to shake up the Preds.

“It rattled our guys,” Taylor
said. “Tt threw them off their
game. But we shouldn't be los-
ing like that”

The Renegades exploded
with six goals in the second pe-
riod, and added a single in the
third. As a team, they notched
four short-handed goals and
two on the power play. Nikolai
Salov had four goals on the eve-
ning and one assist for North
York.

“Giving up a short-handed
goal is always demoralizing
added Taylor. “When you have
four of them, it’s just a bad, bad
game”

“It deflated the players,
agreed Turnbull. “But in order
to compete with better clubs,
our top players have to play like
top players. They have to lead
by example. That’s just not hap-
pening right now?”

Turnbull lauded the play of
goalie Ryan Santini, who bore
the brunt in both lopsided loss-
es. But he faced 49 shots against
Bradford and 50 Saturday off
the sticks of the Renegades.

“Our goaltending has been
spectacular;  said Turnbull.
“Santini stood on his head.
There could have been 20 goals.
Theres no support. There’s no-
body watching the blue line on

the power play. They're playing
on the perimeter hoping to get
the one-time shot on the net”

Both coach and president
are hoping that some recent
acquisitions will ignite a bit of
a spark under the team’s skates.

Defenceman Ryan Carey
joined the Predators on Octo-
ber 24. He’s a returnee from the
days when the team played out
of the same North York com-
plex as the Renegades. Carey
joins the team after having
played for Nybro in Swedens
HockeyEttan league.

They've also picked up two
players with Greater Ontario
Junior Hockey League (Junior
B) experience. Twenty-year-
old forward Declan Fogarty
skated for both the Welland
Junior Canadians and the
Thorold Black Hawks last year.
And 21-year-old defenceman
Joe Calasurdo captained the
St. Catharines Falcons to their
Sutherland Cup championship
in 2021-2022.

“He can be the best de-
fenceman in the league,” Turn-
bull raved about Calasurdo, a
student at Brock University.

“There’s an abundance of
talent on this team, Turnbull
continued. “They just all have
to do their job and play to their
level. 1 always say you don't
have to be the best, you just
have to do your best job”

The Predators host the
North York Renegades this
Friday night at the Meridian
Credit Union Arena at 7:30
p.m. They travel to Windsor
Sunday for a 3:30 p.m. start
against the Aces.

Preds’ new addition Joe Calasurdo (Photo supplied)

YoeallNORSHIP

Sunday, November 13th
9:45 a.m.

Kids Ministry Sign In
(Nursery - Kindergarten)
10:00 a.m.
Worship Gathering
Online & In-Person

Message: Kevin Bayne
The Welcome Home Project
Passing on Faith to the Next

Generation Psalm 78

Toadvertise your

s i

inthis section, please contact:

karen@notllocal.com



notllocal.com

THENOTLYpo/ M November 9,2022 27

Dpealt

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU

Across:

1 Concert appearance

4 Dirty

9 Cooking meas.

13 100 square meters

14 Contradiction

16 Chief Hawaiian island

17 Short for the least

18 Tennis great --- Gonzales

19 Tax

20 Applications

22 Tap’s partner

23 Hoop dunk

25 Added for free

27 About this size

28 Surrounded by

30 Subject of spectacular
bankruptcy case

33 Very similar to

35 Flashy

37 Tokyo Yoko

38 The Pobble had none

39 Engender

41 One of four

42 “You've Got Mail’

company
43 “The hour --- hand”:
St Matthew’s Gospel

44 Dangerous feats
46 GW T W's --- Butler
48 Green, blotchy frog type

50 Toque wearers

52 To do with plants

55 A machine’s productive

hours

57 Honorific title in India

58 --- of the above

59 Happy feline rumble

60 Letters, these days

63 Of athing

64 Surrounded by

65 I'm sorry --- you waiting

66 “The sloeblack, slow,
black, crowblack,
fishingboat-bobbing ---"
(Dylan Thomas)

67 Egg holders

68 Peter Pan’s pal

69 Blunder

Down:
1 Complete range
2 Whiskey choice

3 Thomas Edison was once

a director of it
4 National economic
indicator
State of preparedness
Baseball segment
Clickers or squeakers
Expression of derision
Add as a bonus

© 0 ~NO O

10

11
12
15
21
24
26
27
29
31

32
33
34
36
40
41
43
45
47
49
51
53
54
55
56
57
61
62

LASSIFIEDS=

classified@notllocal.com

Compassionate
Transparent
No Pressure

www.morganfuneral.com

OBITUARY

Hi-fi is not supposed to
suffer from it

Card dispenser

Golfing short shot

Gray wolf

18-wheelers

Sleeping

Stir-fryer

Pack

Election list

That show’s going to be
--9pm

Silently indicates assent
State emblem on Old Glory
Expression of amazement
Pristine

Chums

Holy book of Islam
Agenda topic

Make lace

Musical intervals

“1984” antagonist

Bases

Bury

Hotelier --- Ritz
Poisonous Javanese tree
Catamountain

Japanese rice wine

Cut

Intelligence officer

WERNER, ERNA—On Monday, November 7th, 2022, at
the age of 96 our Mom, Oma, and Oma Oma passed away
peacefully to her eternal home into the presence of her
Lord and Savior. We rejoice in a life well lived and with faith
in her Lord. She was a blessing to us and thank God for the
gift of Mom in our lives.

Erna’s memory will be cherished by her children Linda (Ron) Wiebe, Fred,
Margaret (Jack) Sell, daughters-in-law Diana Werner and Susan Werner,
sisters Katharine (Richard) Kronk and Betty Stafford, sister-in-law Myrna
Friesen, 13 grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren. As well as many
nieces and nephews. Predeceased by her husband George, sons George
and Bill, grandson George, daughter-in-law Lorraine Werner, granddaughter-
in-law Karen Wiebe, sister Mary, brothers Peter and Harry and brother-in-
law Ken Stafford.

Mom was a farmer’s wife and worked hard alongside her husband George
for 40 years on the family farm. Mom had a green thumb and enjoyed her
garden every year. Mom was a wonderful cook, a fan of the Toronto Blue
Jays and Toronto Maple Leafs. Mom enjoyed crocheting while watching
her favourite TV programs in the evening. She cherished visits from the
grandchildren and eventually the great-grandchildren. Mom loved them all
very much.

We are forever grateful for the loving and compassionate care Mom received
from Dr. Greenway and all the staff on the 4th Floor at Tabor Manor.

The family will receive friends at MORGAN FUNERAL HOME, 415 Regent
St., Niagara-on-the-Lake, on Thursday from 6-8 p.m. A service to celebrate
the life of Erna Werner, will be held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 2027 Niagara
Stone Rd., on Friday, November 11, 2022, at 10 a.m. Burial to follow in
Niagara Lakeshore Cemetery. In lieu of flowers donation to Radiant Care
Tabor Manor, Alzheimer Society of Niagara or Trinity

Lutheran Church would be appreciated by the family.

Memories, photos and condolences may be shared at
www.morganfuneral.com

Till we meet again Mom

NOTICES

. To place an Obituary or

-~ In Memoriam in our Classifieds, "
. please contact Julia at: -

¥ julia@notllocal.com or et

. 905.934.1040 IR

. Deadline is Tuesdays atlp.m. -

PUZZLE ANSWERS
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December 24, 2020
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