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The 2022-2026 Niagara-on-the-Lake town council
was sworn in Tuesday night at the Court House. This
term of council includes Tim Balasiuk, Maria Mavridis,
Gary Burroughs, Adriana Cater-Vizzari, Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa, Deputy Lord Mayor Erwin Wiens, Wen-
dy Cheropita, Nick Ruller and Sandra O’Connor. At
the podium, Marie Louise, an Indigenous Knowledge
Helper, delivers a traditional welcoming address.

It's official: New council attends inaugural meeting

Mike Balsom
The Local

With the swearing-in of
the new members, the presen-
tation of the chain of office to
Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa, and
the singing of God Save the
King (a first time for many in
attendance), the new Niagara-
on-the-Lake town council be-
came official Tuesday night at
the Court House.

There was an optimistic
feeling of a new beginning in
the air both prior to and af-
ter the formal proceedings, as
the successful candidates from
October's municipal election

mingled with family members,
friends, supporters and resi-
dents who came to experience
their inaugural council meeting.

The evening began with the
Parks Canada Fife and Drum
Corp marching in and end-
ed with them marching out.
Retired Rev. William Roberts,
who ran unsuccessfully for the
town's seat at Regional Council,
delivered the prayer and bene-
diction, and Juliet Dunn sang
O Canada.

Chief Administrative Offi-
cer Marnie Cluckie draped the
official chain of office onto Za-
lepa’s shoulders. Asked by The
Local after the event how it felt,

Zalepa joked that the chain was
“surprisingly heavy”

Acting town clerk Victoria
Steele led the nine new mem-
bers of council through the
declaration of office. Then Za-
lepas first order of business was
to officially appoint re-elected
councillor Erwin Wiens as this
terms Deputy Lord Mayor.
Wiens was also unanimously
appointed as chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole, with first-
time Coun. Tim Balasiuk as
vice-chair.

For his first opportunity to
address the community and
council, Zalepa looked for in-
spiration to the words of U.S.

President Thomas Jefferson
from 1796.

“There are some great
insights from Jefferson,” ex-
plained Zalepa, “that I believe
are amazingly relevant in how
we consider the future of our
town. Jefferson declared that
we are called to undertake the
duties of council with sincere
consciousness of the task and
the responsibility”

Zalepa said Niagara-on-
the-Lake is blessed with its past
successes, beauty in its geogra-
phy and the richness of its her-
itage and history.

“We as councillors are
humbled before the magnitude

of the undertaking,” he contin-
ued, paraphrasing Jefferson.
“We shall find the wisdom, the
virtue and the zeal upon which
to rely. That is my commit-
ment, it was Jeffersons, and I
hope it’s all of ours”

After expressing thanks to
his campaign team, his wife
Tammy and other family mem-
bers, Zalepa recognized former
councillors and recently retired
ones, including Clare Cameron
and Zalepa’s predecessor, Betty
Disero, who were both in atten-
dance Tuesday.

“Id like to thank them for
their service and tireless ded-
ication for the benefit of the

community;” he said. “As we all
know;, public office is not the
easiest. But it’s very rewarding,
and we really appreciate all of
their efforts”

Zalepa then spoke about
the process he plans to imple-
ment as this council moves
forward, as well as some of the
issues it needs to tackle over the
next four years.

“Councillors have already
begun what I think is a fairly
robust orientation and training
program,” Zalepa said. “They
will be tasked with focusing
on core strategic items and

Continued on page 20
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Cemetery restoration solutions expensive, elusive

Penny Coles
The Local

Gravestones buried in
the Negro Burial Ground,
a cemetery that dates back
almost 200 years, is not a

un1que situation, in this
town or others across Ontar-
io, and indeed the country.
When James Russell
came to town last spring,
having arranged for an ex-
pert in ground-penetrating

This gravestone has been laid down, and is still visible, like sev-
eral others in the cemetery beside the former Virgil School. It
appears there are others that have been covered with grass,
but it's impossible to know without records to indicate how many
graves there are in the cemetery. (Penny Coles)

radar to meet him at the
Mississagua Street ceme-
tery, he hoped to learn how
many people, mostly early
Black setters, were buried
in the cemetery. What the
Toronto filmmaker discov-
ered was that in addition to
three stones still standing
in the cemetery, there are
18 such monuments buried
beneath the ground, and
with that knowledge, he
embarked on a journey to
unearth them.

He was  assuming
that, over time, the stones
fell over and sunk in the
ground, and they may have
— they are not buried far
below the surface.

However he now be-
lieves town staff charged
with maintaining cemeter-
ies have for decades dealt
with fallen and broken
stones by what he describes
as burying them.

Russell says he is “in-
censed” to learn that graves
have been handled with
what he considers a lack of
respect, and is especially
angry that no records were
kept of names on stones or
mapping of those that had
fallen over.

Last week, Russell told
The Local, he filed a for-
mal complaint with the
Bereavement Authority of
Ontario (BAO), the agen-
cy that enforces provincial

burial regulations, that
says Niagara-on-the-Lake
employees buried head-
stones in the Negro Burial
Ground, in violation of the
Funeral, Burial and Crema-
tion Services Act, and the
Canadian Criminal Code.

Russell was told that
since the 1980s to recent
years, town staff took steps
to preserve the stones by
laying them in a shallow pit,
the face of the stone level
with the ground, and over
time dirt and grass would
cover it. This action was
taken due to a lack of fund-
ing to maintain the site and
the stones, he was told.

If town staff wanted
to preserve the leaning or
damaged gravestones in the
Negro Burial Ground, Rus-
sell said, they would have
restored them, or at the
very least, created a map
of where they had buried
them.

Instead, he says, they
rendered the Canadians
buried in the Negro Burial
Ground nameless, “thereby
committing a moral and le-
gal indignity”

His hope is “that the
BAO will compel the town
of NOTL to unearth, re-
store and remount the
headstones their employees
buried not so long ago”

Although town staff re-
fute that the stones were
buried, Russell says “theres
no way that dirt and grass
grows completely over
headstones after being laid
down 40ish years ago. They
would have had to dig a
trench and cover the head-

stones.”
There are instances of
headstones sinking be-

low the surface, he says,

“but they are heavy marble
headstones from more than
a hundred years ago.”

One of the definitions of
‘bury; he adds, is to “con-
sign to obscurity,” and town
staff actions “clearly result-
ed in the headstones being
consigned to obscurity.”

The Negro  Burial
Ground, like other ceme-
teries in town, became the
property of the munici-
pality when churches were
closed and there was no one
else to look after them, says
Hans Pauls, who retired in
May as facilities supervisor
after 36 years as a town em-
ployee.

While he is best known
for his decades of work-
ing in the arena, doing
everything from sharpen-
ing skates and driving the
Zamboni to overseeing the
installation of the ice each
fall, in the early days of his
career, in the 1980s and 90s,
he spent some time work-
ing on cemetery mainte-
nance.

He describes how crews
finding broken headstones
lying down, after being
shifted upwards by frost
and cold each winter, would
cut around them, and dig
just deep enough to lay the
stone down so the face of it
was flush with the ground
and could still be seen.

“It's what happens when
headstones made of soft
limestone fall over. Over
20, 25, or 30 years, the grass
starts to grow over them,
and they become covered,’
he says. “We were doing the
best we could”

There was never a pol-
icy or direction from the
town, Pauls adds. “There
was never a real procedure.
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It was just the way things
were done,” including at the
townss still-active Lakeshore
Cemetery.

He strongly disagrees
that the stones were buried.

“They were never, ever
buried. Why would you do
that?”

Staff were always trying
to be respectful, he adds,
and asks, “Who was going
to fix them? There were no
funds to do that. 'm not
saying it's right, but thats
the way it is”

They made sure they
laid the stones where they
fell, but they didn't keep
records. “Sometimes the
stones were so weathered
you couldnt read the in-
scriptions,” he says.

“At Lakeshore Cemetery
now there is a map of ev-
ery grave, he adds,” but as
for the others, if anybody
kept records it would be the
churches, and who knows
where they are now. This is
a situation where the town
has to take them over when
the church is gone, and did
that without any historical
records, just to maintain
them.”

Its not just the Negro
Burial Ground where that
happened, Pauls says, it was
every cemetery in town,
including Homer, by the
bridge, the one in Virgil be-
side the school, and every
other inactive one the town
maintains.

He knows of a couple of
stones in the Homer Cem-
etery that family members
have had restored, but that
doesn’t happen often, and
in many cases there is no
family left to take that re-
sponsibility, he says.

And there are some in-
active cemeteries in town
that nobody has touched
in years, not even to cut the
grass, he says.

‘I'm the last person
standing, in a sense, that
knows what has happened
in the day, and still happens

Continued on page 3

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EVENING HOURS AVAILABLE

905-468-3009




notllocal.com

THENOTLO poa/ W

November 23, 2022

B(pert restores many St. Mark’s stones, but isn’t fmlshed

Penny Coles
The Local

Donald Combe, co-au-
thor of Saints, Stones and Sin-
ners, is considered a bit of an
expert on local cemeteries.

He has learned what
is involved in restoration,
and how to ensure it's done
properly. And he knows
how expensive it is.

He and Fred Habermehl
wrote the first edition of their
book in 1990, at that time
dealing only with the ceme-
teries of St. Vincent de Paul,
St. Andrew’s and St. Mark’s
in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

In 2013, the book was
out of print and they decid-
ed to revise it with many ad-
ditions, identifying historic
monuments and stones in

local cemeteries, and telling
the stories of past residents
of Niagara, as found in the
graveyards and burial plots.

“To the best of my
knowledge, I think we cov-
ered every cemetery in the
township,” Combe says.

Some of the stones that
were completely readable in
1990, “are totally unreadable
now, no matter how hard
you try. Its just Mother Na-
ture taking over, with the
help of acid rain and pollu-
tion of the stones”

The early stones were
made of marble, next came
Queenston limestone, both
of which were damaged by
acid rain, Combe says, while
today’s gravestones, mostly
granite, “last forever”

As a parishioner of St.

Marks Church, Combe has
also been heavily involved in
restoration of monuments
in the church cemetery,
which is “amongst the most
important cemeteries in the
province. It has beautiful
monuments, beautiful trees,
and a beautiful cemetery
with tons of history”

About 10 years ago, Wil-
lowbank School of Resto-
ration Arts reached out to
the church to say it would
like to do some restoration
of the cemetery stones,
many of them damaged by
mature trees that fell in a
particularly bad storm.

Then along came histor-
ic cemetery specialist Alan
Ernest, who has undertak-
en much-needed repairs
to veterans ~monuments

in the cemetery as part of
a program by the Com-
monwealth War  Graves
Commission, and Canada
Remembers, an initiative of
Veterans Affairs Canada.

When he was finished
the work he was commis-
sioned to do, “we desired
to ask him to restore some
of our other stones, says
Combe.

While St. MarKk’s volunteer
Sally Mitchell credits Combe
as the most knowledgeable
about the cemetery as the
church’s historian, he credits
Mitchell for raising the mon-
ey needed to make the resto-
ration project possible.

Ernest has spent part of
two seasons at St. Marks,
and Combe estimates the
church has spent about

$25,000 each year, which
covers restoration of about
20 stones. The work this
year was financed mostly
through a dinner held at the
church to celebrate Combe,
who turned 90 during the
pandemic and wasn't able to
have a party to recognize the
milestone birthday.

Restoring monuments is
an expensive project, he says,
at about $600 for the small-
est stones, with some requir-
ing up to $2,000 worth of
work. But most important,
he says, is it has to be done
right, by experts who know
what they’re doing.

“If you don’t know what
youre doing, don't touch
it’ he says, something he
learned from seeing efforts
to restore stones that would

have been better off left
alone.

Ernest “does a fabulous
job;” he adds.

While “we've made an
incredible beginning of the
project” at St. Marks, he
says, “there is enough work
to carry on with restoration
for at least another five years,
if we have enough inter-
est, and there appears to be
enough interest”

Combe says in addition
to learning a great deal about
stone restoration, “T've tried
to find out as much as I can
about the people buried in
the plots. My feeling is that
every stone in every cem-
etery has at least one story
and those stories deserve to
be told, as a reminder of the
people who are buried there”

Town hoping for cemetery funding from province

Continued from page 2

today, Pauls says, “and is
probably what is happen-
ing in cemeteries across
the province and across
Canada”

Russell is hoping to
move quickly on the work
he has planned in the Ne-
gro Burial Ground, but
there is a cost involved. It
begins with $9,000 for the
research stage by a well-
known archeological firm
with expertise in ceme-
teries, and about another
$50,000 for the dig to un-
earth them, and a plan to
conserve them.

Any work to be done
at the town-owned ceme-
tery has to be approved by
the BAO and by council,
and Russell believes the
cost is the responsibility of
the town.

George Webber, a mem-
ber of the fundraising com-
mittee formed to raise mon-
ey to unearth gravestones,
says committee members
see it a little differently —
they will be seeking private
donations, while work-
ing collaboratively ~with
the town to determine its
responsibility.

While the original im-
petus to form the commit-
tee was to help finance the
project undertaken by Rus-
sell, he has distanced him-
self from the fundraising, as
it's become clear that this is
a longer-term project than
originally anticipated, for
work that needs to be done
in other cemeteries as well,
and includes the town’s
involvement as owner of
those cemeteries.

“We don't want to go
to the town operations for
tax dollars,” Webber says.
“There are a lot of priorities
for the town. Wed like to
raise money privately.”

Working with the town,
the committee’s first objec-
tive is “to create a vision”

of the project, so members,
when seeking donations,
can present a clear plan
of what the money will be
funding.

As well, the town also
has a plan to help finance
the work that needs to be
done in its inactive ceme-
teries. In addition to work-
ing with the fundraising
committee, says CAO Mar-
nie Cluckie, NOTL is look-
ing for a commitment for
funding from the province.

Cluckie says she has
spoken recently to David
Voogt, the town's cemetery
manager, and confirmed
that over decades of bro-
ken and fallen gravestones,
stones were laid down, al-
though “staff complete reg-
ular grounds maintenance
at the cemetery to ensure
that the face of the head-
stones can continue to be
seen. This includes grass
trimming and removal of
brush, leaves and other ma-
terials,” says Cluckie.

“Compounding the

problem is the insufficient
funding to deal with cem-
eteries;” when the respon-
sibility of caring for them
was downloaded from the
province to municipalities,
but with no funding to do
that job.

“Given the sacred nature
of burial grounds, the town
always wishes to take every
measure to maintain and
protect them,” continues
Cluckie. “In addition, this
cemetery (the Negro Burial
Ground) has historical and
cultural significance, and
it is important to ensure
ongoing protection and
preservation.”

The town had already
begun working with Rus-
sell and the fundraising
committee when it asked
the province, during the
August conference of the
Association of Municipal-
ities of Ontario (AMO), to
develop a program “that
accurately funds costs asso-
ciated with taking over and
maintaining a cemetery,
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and changing legislation
to provide relief to munic-
ipalities that cannot bear
the costs downloaded to
overburdened taxpayers,’
Cluckie told The Local.
Many  municipalities
have identified challenges
they collectively face with
maintaining  abandoned
cemeteries under the Fu-
neral, Burial and Cremation
Services Act,” she says. “Ru-
ral municipalities, in par-

ticular, are faced with in-
creased financial burdens
and limited resources”

Cluckie says NOTL was
not the first, and won’t be
the last, to make that dele-
gation to AMO asking for
funding for cemeteries — a
delegation the town chose
out of the three they were
permitted to make this
summer.

The presentation to
AMO, which included

NOTL, Lincoln and West
Lincoln, asked the prov-
ince to develop a program
to fund the costs of taking
over a cemetery, providing
relief for rural municipali-
ties that can't afford to look
after them.

The provincial represen-
tatives take the information
away and consider it for the
future, but a response isn't
expected any time soon,
says Cluckie.
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Lord Mayor should speak up: don’t let Ford destroy democracy

David Israelson
Special to The Local

Premier Doug Ford is mov-
ing fast to destroy democracy
in Ontarios municipalities,
and  Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
residents and our newly elect-
ed Lord Mayor and Council
should speak up.

The damaging moves by
Ford and his Municipal Affairs
and Housing Minister Steve
Clark should not be under-
estimated. True, most are
aimed at trampling citizens
rights in bigger centres such as
Toronto and Ottawa, but Fords
proposed steps could open
Niagara-on-the-Lake as well
to ugly sprawl and overpriced,
unaffordable suburbs.

Ford and ClarKs steps are so
backward and damaging that it's
imperative for new Lord Mayor
Gary Zalepa and Council to con-
demn them unequivocally, now.

Fords first proposal, Bill
23, would slash apart Ontario’s
Greenbelt and destroy valuable
farmland, opening wide swaths
of unused space to developers
while ignoring all the empty
lots within cities and towns
where good, affordable hous-
ing ought to go.

The bill takes minimal steps
to streamline and cut red tape
to get housing built — which
would help. Instead it takes max-
imum steps to let developers cut
down trees, pave over streams,
turn parkland into parking lots
and put up McMansions.

The second bad Ford idea,
Bill 39, would allow the mayors
of Toronto and Ottawa to ram
through bylaws with just one-
third of their councils votes.
Majority rule? Forget it. If Ford
is allowed to impose this dic-
tatorship on Ontarios biggest
cities, how long before democ-
racy dies here in NOTL too?

Lord Mayor Zalepa and
Council need to speak up fast.
True, many of them are just set-
tling in to their new jobs, but this
is no time to be silent. It’s particu-
larly unsettling to see that Zalepa,
who will earn $79,000 from his
twin roles on Town and Regional
Councils, believes that the voters
elected to him to, as he puts it, “a
part-time job”

Niagara-on-the-Lake needs

full leadership and a full voice
condemning Ford and ClarKs
contemptuous moves against
peoples’ rights, against de-
mocracy and against protect-
ed greenspace and farmland,

trees, clean air and water.

The Globe and Mail calls
Fords moves “a shot in the
heart of democracy” Niagara
can't dodge this bullet. We need
to stop it. It should be the first

business of our Lord Mayor
and Council to condemn these
ugly provincial moves.

David Israelson is a writer
and non-practising lawyer who
lives in Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Winter arrives along with visitors to NOTL

Tourists who arrived by bus Saturday were bundled up for the weather and when
asked by photographer David Gilchrist where they were from, they said Mexico. He
said they all laughed and agreed they would rather be in Mexico on a day like that.

Christmas comes
to Queen Street

Decorating Queen Street will continue this
week, but the work has started with the
NOTL Chamber of Commerce tree deco-
rating contest. Lindsey Thompson, Jannine
Lavoie, Tara Moore, Angela Marotta and
Melissa Marotta-Paolicelli of Two Sisters
finish their decorating while The Irish Harp
has completed a tree outside the Exchange
Brewery. (Photos by David Gilchrist)
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'NOTL Lions selling Fraser, balsam at Virgil lot

NOTL Lion Terry Flynn shows off two of the largest trees on the
lot at Cornerstone Church in Virgil. (Penny Coles)

St. Davids Lions tree lot open,

Penny Coles
The Local

The annual St. Davids
Lions Christmas tree sale
began Saturday, with the
front yard on York Street
full of fresh Fraser fir ready

to be decorated for the hol-
idays.

This year, 650 trees
about five to six feet tall
arrived, with a few taller
ones, all cut about a week
and a half before delivery.

“They are all fresh,

Penny Coles
The Local

For many years, Lion
Terry Flynn has taken
three weeks off from his job
with Niagara EMS to sell
Christmas trees.

This year, trees were de-
livered Nov. 11, with sales
not starting until Satur-
day. But last week, his dad
Dave called to tell him his
mother Liz was sick, and
Terry, with his medical
training, hurried to their
Niagara Falls home to see
what was wrong.

An ambulance was
called, and she was tak-
en to St. Catharines Hos-
pital, where she died last
Thursday at the age of 81,
with her family gathered
around her.

“It seemed like one min-
ute she was washing dish-
es in the kitchen, and the

green and beautiful,” says
Lion Susan Snider.

They also have about
20 smaller table-top trees,
also Fraser fir, which will
go quickly.

Thats more than last
year, when even with two

next she was gone,” he says,
leaving the family devas-
tated, especially Dave, who
Liz began dating when she
was just 15, and married 63
years ago.

Yet Terry, going through
a very emotional time and
helping the family with
arrangements, has been
at Cornerstone Church in
Virgil selling trees when
the lot opened, and will
be there when he can, be-
tween visitation and the fu-
neral. It’s a job he has tak-
en on for many years, and
he is determined to see it
through.

“Its been crazy busy,
he says. “Saturday, the sales
were the highest we've
ever had in one day in the
history of the club. And
we had a lineup right up
until 4 p.m”

The club has continued
to have challenges getting

suppliers they were only
able to get 600 trees, which
sold out quickly.

About 20 Leos and
their parents arrived to
help Lions members with
the unloading, which was
very much appreciated, she

enough trees, and this year
will have 450 Fraser and
balsam firs. “Id like to have
800, says Flynn. “I know
we could sell that many”

Over the last three years,
there has been a shortage
of trees, and they sold out
quickly. “A lot of the sec-
ond- and third-generation
farmers don’'t want to take
over the family farm,” he
says.

And this was just the
fourth weekend in Novem-
ber, when typically they
would wait until the first
weekend in December.
Fortunately he was able to
order the trees in two deliv-
eries, and although the yard
now looks almost empty —
with about 200 trees left —
there are 120 more to come.

The most popular size
continues to be the six- to
eight-foot trees, and there
are some nine to 10 feet.

Although most are Fras-
er or balsam fir, there are
also a few Scotch pines, and
something new called white
pine, with “softer needles,’
which Flynn says he’s look-
ing forward to seeing.

In total, the trees range
from two feet to 14 feet,
he says, the taller ones for
those with large foyers and
high ceilings.

“Christmas is such an
important time of year, and
we want to make sure we
have supplies for the people
of Niagara-on-the-Lake,’
says Flynn.

The smallest trees are
$50. Six to eight feet are $75
to $85, and the taller ones,
12 to 14 feet, are $245.

The tree sale, at 1570
Niagara Stone Rd., is open
Monday to Friday from
10 am. to 7 p.m., and
Saturday and  Sunday
9am.to7 p.m.

with 650 trees

says, and even though their
first day open was in the
middle of the snow storm,
they sold a lot of trees.

“People want a real tree,
and theyre in the Christ-
mas spirit early this year,
says Snider.

All the trees are $80,
except for the few that are
eight to nine feet, which
are priced at $120.

The St. Davids Lions
Club tree sale, at 1462 York
Rd., is open seven days a
week, from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

St. Davids Lions, Leos and Leo parents unloaded 650 trees to sell. (Photo supplied)

Leo Mariska Colcuc, Lion Bradd Andersen, Mariska’s mother Miranda Colcuc and Leo Ryan Di Pietro unload trees at the
St. Davids Lions Club hall. (Photo supplied)

A St. Davids family, Peter holding Connor with Kyra Nicholson,
bought the first tree Saturday, Lion Martin Forester helping them
out, on what turned out to be a busy day for the club. (Photo

supplied)
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Cemetery care requires funding solution

Many of us have family
members buried far away, their
graves marked by headstones
chosen with care, inscriptions
conveying lives lost of people
who were loved, in cemeter-
ies we may not have visited in
years. Would we be disappoint-
ed to find 25, 30 or more years
later, that those headstones are
broken? Buried? Invisible, dis-
appeared below the ground?

Indulge me please as I share
a personal story, about Geor-
geville, a hamlet in the Eastern
Townships of Quebec with a
population of about 500, and

a cemetery at the top of a hill
on the main road into the vil-
lage. Learning about inactive
cemeteries from James Russell,
Hans Pauls and others made
me realize I have no idea if a
headstone for family members,
buried about 40 years ago in
that cemetery overlooking a
beautiful body of water called
Lake Memphremagog, is still
intact and standing. A quick
call to the Georgeville Histori-
cal Society brought reassurance
there is a committee of volun-
teers who ensure the ceme-
tery is well-maintained, with a

healthy fund to cover the cost
of restoring stones when neces-
sary. A member of the histori-
cal society even offered to stop
by and take a photo for me.
However, others might not be
so fortunate.

If relatives from away visit
a Niagara-on-the-Lake cem-
etery they could have a very
different experience. There are
town staff members who cut
the grass and do the best they
can to maintain the 10 inac-
tive cemeteries, but there is no
fund set aside to pay experts to
unearth, if necessary, and re-

store broken headstones, a very
expensive undertaking, and
seemingly no way of knowing
how many stones are in need of
such work.

This situation is not unique
to NOTL. Money is an ongo-
ing issue for graveyard mainte-
nance, and where that money
comes from depends on the
graveyard. If it is owned by
a church with an aging con-
gregation, many of them are
struggling to stay open and
don't have money for repairs
— Christ Church McNab fell
into that category. In small mu-

nicipalities where old church-
es have been closed, some are
cared for by municipalities,
others by volunteers who look
for donations from private
sources. Churches such as St.
Marks rally their congrega-
tions for fundraisers to cover
restoration costs. And in many,
probably a large majority of
cases, it just doesnt happen.
Long-term solutions for expen-
sive grave repairs seem elusive,
yet are important. The signifi-
cance of preserving the stones
comes from their contribution
to a community’s history, for

helping to tell the stories of
those who founded and built
communities, and are now
buried beneath, becoming with
time unnamed and invisible.

NOTL is one of the best —
if not the best — municipalities
in the province in the care and
pride it takes to preserve its nat-
ural, cultural and built heritage.
So far, cemeteries havent been
part of those efforts. It seems the
time is right for change. It won't
be easy and it won't be overnight,
but it has to start somewhere.

Penny Coles

The Local

— YpeaioicES: Niagara transportation, then and now—

Sheila Jennings
Special to The Local

There are three Margaret
Jennings in my immediate
family.

My biological grand-
mother was Margaret Delve
(Madge), who married my

grandfather Sam Jennings.
They came to Niagara-
on-the-Lake from England
in 1952 by ship. Sadly, Madge
died in 1964 while only in
her 40s, when I was just three
years old. Sam subsequently
wedded another wonderful
Margaret, who went by Marg.

Sheila Jennings’ granny was accustomed to driving a tractor
on the farm, although not into Virgil, as one local woman was
known to do. (Photos supplied)

The other Margaret is my sis-
ter Maggie.

This story is about Marg
Jennings (formerly Marga-
ret McGinnis). Important-
ly for this reflection, before
Marg married my grand-
dad, she drove the Niagara-
on-the-Lake taxi. As such, she
played a significant role in the
NOTL community. Everyone
in town knew who she was.
When I was a young girl liv-
ing in town, what little I knew
of Marg’s former life appealed
strongly to my sense of curi-
osity. Particularly since ‘lady
cab drivers’ were not thick on
the ground. Not then, and not
NOW.

In an audio clip prepared
by the Niagara Historical So-
ciety and funded by the Min-
istry of Tourism, Culture and
Sport, Museums and Tech-
nology Fund, Marg’s distinc-
tive voice can be heard talking

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

RV (Netflix , 2006) is film
with little to recommend it be-
yond a silly plot and a beauti-
fully sympathetic performance
by Robin Williams. As a father

he decides to take his dysfunc-
tional family on a trip in a rent-
ed RV, hoping that they will,
once again, become a real fam-
ily. Everything that could go
wrong, goes wrong, but in the
end they are all ‘nicer people’
Worth seeing.

Donald Combe is a retired
English teacher who loves to go to
movies. Until he resumes going to
theatres, he has graciously agreed
to share his opinions, through
short and sweet” exclusives, of
Netflix series and movies for
The Local.
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The Niagara-on-the-Lake

The Trusted Voice of Our Community

about NOTL in the past. This
includes her noting that her
family boarded horses and
wagons at their farm when
she was a girl. She poetically
relays looking out her bed-
room window and seeing the
nighttime high-beams from
fancy car head lamps. Living
then at her natal home along
the Niagara Parkway (the old
mud River Road) she relays
that periodically these high-
beams flooded her home and
surroundings with  bright
light. She adds about the men
at the river, “I remember one
of them drove a beautiful big
Pierce-Arrow car with head-
lights that swooped along the
fenders”?

I'm assuming she refers to
a Series 33, with its evocative
hood ornament of an archer
aiming his arrow. All this was
related to illicit activity she
saw at the river during pro-
hibition. Men with fancy cars
loaded booze onto boats and
then hid the cars in nearby
barns. Life experiences build
on one another and hers were
no exception. Marg went on
to train with the St. Catha-
rines Transport Section of
the Canadian Red Cross and
later drove ambulances for
the British Red Cross. Nota-
bly she was also an Honor-
ary 2nd Lieutenant. As such,
driving a taxi cab later on was
something she was amply and
expertly trained to do.

Thinking about time (and
don't it always seem to go)
fast forward to the present
and I'm returning to live in
NOTL 49 years after I left as
a child. Of course, I've kept up
with the town and its goings
on over the intervening time

Barb Lailey (later Barbara Casselman) leans on the door of

the Lailey truck.

period, bringing my kids to
gather with family over the
many years. My youngest son
and his wife and my daugh-
ter and her husband were
recently in town staying with
my mother at her home. The
town is in our blood.

Further on my return
to NOTL, since I no longer
drive, the issue of there being
no regular licensed and regu-
lated taxi cab service in town
has arisen. In this regard, I'm
interested to know what hap-
pened to the cab service that
my Grandma (Marg) Jennings
provided to the community.
I'm interested to know wheth-
er, since then, anyone has ap-
plied for a regular cab license
in NOTL? And if so, whether
their application was denied?
And if it was denied, on what
basis? It seems odd to me that
this gap in an important local
means of transportation in a

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

DISTRESS CENTRE KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth
416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868

(Crisis Line)
kidshelpphone.ca

For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:
905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS
ACCESS
(Toll Free)
1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER'’S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS
Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to 9 p.m.
St. Mark'’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St.,, NOTL
or find a meeting

905-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:
#SAFE (#7233)
1-866-863-0511
(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS
1-800-222-8477
(TIPS)
niagaratips.com
Text 274637 (CRIMES),
keyword: Niagara,
then your tip

town of largely seniors has not
been properly filled. If folks in
NOTL needed a regular cab
service back in the 1950s and
1960s, then for sure we need
one now.

I find it worthy of recol-
lection that over time, a vari-
ety of forms of transportation
have been relied upon by folks
to get into town, around town
and to leave town. As part of
our settler history, it is notable
that Lieutenant Governor and
the adventurous and accom-
plished wife Elizabeth Sim-
coe sleighed from Niagara
to Detroit in 1793. They met
with leaders of the Lenape
(Delaware) Indigenous com-
munity. Later, from the 1880s
up to 1926, Michigan Central
Rail transported passengers
to boats that went back and
forth from NOTL to Toron-
to. In 1864 rail service ran
between Buffalo and NOTL.
A Niagara-St Catharines &
Toronto Street Railway rolled
into town from 1912 to 1931.
There was also a tram run-
ning between St. Catharines,
NOTL and the Falls into the
1950s. Since 1929 there has
been an airport in the region,
which in 1935 was relocated
to within shooting distance
of NOTL. A ferry ran also be-
tween NOTL and Toronto in
my grandparents’ day. Their

Continued on page 7
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Please consider donations to Ukraine

Its that time of year when
Niagara-on-the-Lake opens its
hearts and wallets to generously
donate to so many worthy caus-
es and charities too numerous to
list — especially for children at
Christmas time.

But it also that time of year
where donor fatigue is starting
to set in, particularly Ukraine
fatigue. This Ukraine fatigue is
precisely what Russias Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin is counting
on. The global community is
so tired of this war and in many
cases, there are calls for Ukraine
to compromise with the Russian
Federation and to cede Ukrainian
territories. These calls are being
met with defiant Ukrainian resis-
tance, and rightly so.

In this season for gifting, I
dont wish to overwhelm our
community with a request for
donations, but given the hu-
man catastrophe taking place in
Ukraine, particularly during the
winter, it's important to keep the
war in Ukraine once again top of
mind.

In the early weeks of Russia’s
invasion, the whole world was
Ukrainian, collectively standing
proudly shoulder to shoulder
with her national anthem played
worldwide at every venue and her
blue and yellow flag flying every-
where in the wind.

Id like to gently remind my
NOTL community to once again
be Ukrainian and know that in
the midst of constant barrages of
horrific stories, your donations,
including that of your volunteer-
ism, are making a huge difference

in Ukraine even when contribut-
ing a small amount.

I have relatives in Ukraine in
both the East and West whom
I'm in touch with every few days
when they’re not dodging bombs,
missiles, cluster munitions and
mines, trying to find a safe hav-
en, particularly those in the East
where the worst of the war has
largely been confined.

Their message to donors is
that although there are so many
heartbreaking stories of devas-
tation and atrocities, and their
situation looks grim, they are so
very grateful for all humanitarian
assistance sent their way. Your
aid, even small-scale actions, are
impactful and helps them survive
every day with optimism. They
are hopeful, they are resilient,
they are inspiring and to them
with your donations, the war is
winnable. My relatives want you
to know that they have good
news to share. They are experi-
encing victories and progress and
their vision for the future for the
right to freedom and democracy
has not diminished, even though
they are paying a heavy price in
blood.

The city of Kherson, located
in my father’s birthplace in Kher-
son region, was recently liberated
from months of Russian occupa-
tion — nothing short of miracu-
lous. But my cousin’s son died at
the front defending it. Ukrainians
have already won the war moral-
ly but are determined for a com-
plete Ukrainian victory and total
Russian Federation defeat.

We are all a global communi-

ty connected one way or another
that takes care of each other and
gives back to affect a world of
difference. Your help in whatev-
er form it takes and no matter
how big or small, is welcomed,
appreciated and Ukraine and the
Ukrainian diaspora is grateful
and indebted.

How you can help: You
can donate to Canada-Ukraine
Foundation at www.cufounda-
tion.ca. The foundation is a repu-
table and trustworthy institution
and ensures the coordination,
development, and delivery of as-
sistance to where it's needed most
in Ukraine.

You can also assist by buying
Ukraine Sovereignty Bonds is-
sued by Ottawa. The proceeds of
these bonds will provide financial
aid to restore destroyed energy
infrastructure, and provide es-
sential services such as pensions,
fuel, food security, clothing,
medications, rebuild hospitals,
schools, etc. You can contact your
financial institution or financial
advisor on how to purchase these
bonds or visit www.canada.ca.
You can also contact Chrystyna
Tymczyszyn, Parish Secretary
at St. John Byzantine Ukrainian
Church in St. Catharines at 905-
937-3393, Tuesday to Friday
from 830 am. to 1:00 p.m. or
visit the church’s website at www.
stjohnuc.com. The church con-
tinues to collect medical supplies,
hygiene items and new winter
gear for their monthly shipment
to Ukraine.

Helen Arsenault
Virgil

Three generations of strong women

Continued from page 6

farmed fruit was transport-
ed to market that way, along
with passengers. The ferry
trips ended, but happily, a fer-
ry is now being reintroduced
in the region. The point here
is that for much of the town's
history, folks did not need
their own car to come and go.

In addition, there were
trucks owned by locals, such
as those some of my relatives
drove for family businesses.
My great Aunt Barb was one
of them. She undoubtedly
gave rides to folks in need
of one. Too, there were the

ever-useful tractors. I cher-
ish the photo in which my
maternal Granny can be
seen driving the tractor on
the family farm, where a life
was eked out. Although my
Granny Lailey (Norah) did
not drive her tractor into
town, I'm informed that a
local woman did. That image
is evocative and comforts me
somehow.

Last but definitely not
least, there was the local taxi
cab service provided by my
Grandma Jennings. But like
so many other useful local
transit systems, it's long gone.
Today you can fly over NOTL

for fun, but you can't call a
regular cab for a medical ap-
pointment. This is a call to
change that.

I miss these three Tady
drivers. Independent working
women who were influencers
of my sister Maggie’s and my
generation.

I remember Marg from
a photo taken at my McGill
University graduation in the
late 1980s. In it she’s smiling,
and thats how I remember
her. In my minds eye, a Big
Yellow Taxi took my Grand-
ma away. And why not? It is
after all a very good way to
travel.
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Ukrainian Help Boutique needs food, clothing

The Ukrainian Help Bou-
tique is completely out of food.
If you are able, could you please
consider donating any of the
following items: flour, sugar, tea,
instant coffee, powdered coffee
creamer, oatmeal, buckwheat
(Kasha), rice, pasta, breakfast
cereals, barley, lentils, canned
beans, canned tuna or salmon,
sardines, canned ham or lun-
cheon meat (spam), dry pack-
aged or canned soups, canned
vegetable or fruits.

Please ensure none of these
items have expired.

Many of the 300-plus fami-
lies have arrived in the Niagara
area with hardly anything other
than the clothes on their back.
Some are single mothers here
with their children, while their
husbands remain in Ukraine
fighting.

One of the mothers wants to
find work, however, she has no-
body to take care of her one-and-
a-half-year-old daughter.

Many who arrive here are ea-
ger to find housing and get to work
to make a living for their families.

The  Ukrainian  people
are, and always have been,
hard-working people. Some are
seniors who are having a diffi-
cult time finding jobs as their age

comes into play.

I have seen a young boy in
his teens disappointed he could
not get into college this past se-
mester. It was past the deadline,
however he took a job with his
mother at a hotel. He was at the
Help Boutique trying on a pair
of second-hand pants and upon
leaving was so grateful he was
able to find clothes.

Some of the families have been
able to find housing and work.
Others have no transportation.

Some Ukrainians that arrive
to our area, unless they reach out
to a Ukrainian church or orga-
nization, do not know where to
get assistance and some are too
proud to ask.

There is nothing in place in
our province, such as a main
registry. Several Ukrainians have
arrived with no assistance and
have made it here on their own.

Many NOTLers have been
very generous, however, the war
is still happening and we can-
not forget what they are going
through.

Over the last few months, I
have received calls and emails
from folks who want to donate
furniture.  Unfortunately, the
Help Boutique and the St. John
Ukrainian Church have no fa-

cilities to store furniture. When I
get a contact, I forward the info
or pictures to both of these orga-
nizations. If they are at the time
assisting a family moving into a
new home and can arrange for
pickup it works out.

I'would like to thank the lady
from Oregon who is here for six
months helping a family mem-
ber empty out their home/busi-
ness. Once a week for the last few
weeks she has been dropping oft
to me mainly unopened boxed
items, everything from pots and
pans, coffee makers, grills and
even soccer balls and basketballs.

This holiday season please
remember people from Ukraine.
Monetary donations are accept-
ed (cheques can be made out to
St. John Ukrainian Church and
in the memo line add NIAGA-
RA UCC) to ensure it gets to the
Ukrainjan immigrants program.

Feel free to call or text 905-
468-2325 or email me at donate-
sunflowersforukraine@gmail.
com.

Donations can also be
dropped oft at The Local office,
1596 Four Mile Creek Road (op-
posite the town hall in Virgil),
most afternoons.

Betty Knight
Queenston

Ford’s plans to destroy Greenbelt ‘shocking’

As a founding member of
the Preservation of Agricul-
tural Lands Society, the oldest
farmland preservation group in
Canada, established to protect
the best farmlands in Canada,
Niagaras tiny, climatically fa-
voured tender fruit and grape
lands, I am shocked and ap-
palled by Premier Fords sudden
plans to remove some of these
unique fruit lands from the
Greenbelt .

This is a huge leap back
from permanent Niagara fruit
land preservation PALS has
gained over the last 46 years,
at OMB hearings, in the 1984
Niagara Regional Official Plan,
and most importantly, in the
Greenbelt Legislation and Plan.

In direct contrast, as noted
by PALS researcher Dr. John
Bacher (PhD) in a detailed brief
to the government through the
Environmental Registry of On-

tario, “The provincial govern-
ment land-grab of 7,600 acres
from protected Greenbelt lands,
without proper consultation
and planning, breaks a close to
50-year effort by farmland pres-
ervationists and natural area
supporters, and will lead to even
greater land speculation and bit
by bit erosion of Niagaras re-
maining fruit lands”
Gracia Janes,
PALS board member

Thank you to the Goettler Foundation

The description of the
scope and purpose of the
Goettler Foundation outlined
in your Nov. 16 article, ‘Goet-
tler Family Foundation do-
nates $1 million to Wilder-
ness, filled me with hope and
gratitude. Gratitude, because it
is organizations (and people)
like this that truly make a dif-
ference in our world. If we all
approached everything we did

with that degree of responsibil-
ity, care, and faith in our fellow
man and community, what a
world we would live in. Hope,
because this serves as a re-
minder to us all to be thought-
tul, kind and do what we can,
individually and collectively, to
make our world a better place.

There are many organi-
zations in NOTL that work
quietly in the shadows doing

remarkable things for the less
obvious parts of our commu-
nity and the world.

Thank you Goettler Foun-
dation for recognizing their
work and their need locally
and internationally. We can
change the world; not the
whole world, but the part we
touch.

Betty Knight
Queenston
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It will require a global effort to save the planet

Ben Foster
Special to The Local

The environment and
climate change is everyone’s
business, and should be ev-
eryone’s priority.

No earth, no place to live

for any of us! I am so glad
to see it is in the news often,
especially these days, with
COP27, and with more and
more advertisements from
large companies working to
become carbon neutral

For many years, we have

been destroying the earth and
our climate, so we understand
there is no quick fix. As a
young person looking forward,
I feel some reassurance that
governments around the world
are starting to take this issue
seriously and more people in

Where
IS Ben?

Ben Foster, The Local's co-
op student, is having fun find-
ing new locations in NOTL.
He is asking others if these
are areas they are already
familiar with. Is this one too
easy? If you know where
this photo was taken, let
Ben know at penny@notllo-
cal.com. The location of last
week’s ‘Where is Ben?’ be-
side an old red pickup truck
was identified by Nina Slack
and Jake Doerksen as Lake-
shore Road, “just before the
S-bend going from NOTL to
St. Catharines at the end of
a firelane,” said Nina.

communities are also trying to

do their bit locally, including

here in Niagara. This really is
something we all have to con-
tribute to save the planet.

I decided to have a look
on the towns website and
discovered this past term of
council has had an Environ-
mental Advisory Committee
and there is a Climate Change
Adaptation Plan. The towns
website promised “The town
will demonstrate leadership
and innovation to protect the
community’s natural beauty,
charm and heritage against
the impacts of climate change
today and into the future”

Did you know there was
an Environmental Advisory
Committee? Or that the town
has made the following miti-
gation efforts to date to help
reduce the effects of climate
change?:

o Decreased energy use in
municipal buildings, facili-
ties and general operations

o Reduced carbon footprint
with LED streetlight con-
version project

o Installed an electric
charging station

o Reduced the use of sin-
gle-use plastics at town
events

o Water bottle refill stations
installed at town facilities

o Four-stream garbage bins
were installed to dispose of
organics at town facilities

Climate change has been

much talked about at school
and while I was at St. Michael
Elementary School we were
asked to write something as
part of a project about the en-
vironment. At that time I chose
to do a project about David Su-
zuki and wrote this poem.

Mother Earth has taken
care of us,

And how have we shown
we care?

We've lessened the sound of
the little bees buzz,
And melted the home of the
polar bear

Plants and trees have
not escaped,
Nor have the depths of
all our oceans.
All of these places have
been reshaped,
All done by mans
unthoughtful potions

The earth is NOW crying
out “help)

And NOW needs us more
than ever.

So, we need to try and stop

the big melt,
and make this NOW our
best endeavour

Can we listen to the
growing voices
Who will try to show
us the way?
And to be swift on mother
earths plight,
After all shes done

its only fair

We have life in our skies
and oceans.
We have the life of our living
and lands.
We have the means to undo
mans potions
The future really is
in our hands.

This years COP27 in
Sharm El Sheikh Green Zone
honours the 30th anniversary
of the adoption of the United
Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change.
Since 26 COPS, we NOW, as
I have been anticipating since
my Grade 8 school project,
have a far better grasp of the
scope of the possible climate
problem and what has to be
done to properly address it.

On Nov. 20, COP27 closed
with a breakthrough agree-
ment to provide “loss and dam-
age” funding for vulnerable
countries hit hard by climate
disasters. I personally think
that this is great, as people need
help after being so badly affect-
ed by natural disasters.

If you have anything
to say, any ideas to help stop
climate change in NOTL let
me know. I can be reached
at The Local at penny@
notllocal.com.

Ben Foster is a co-op high
school student working at The
Local.
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Tara Rosling offering readings of Mistletoe Bride

Penny Coles
The Local

When Tara Rosling and
Peter Hinton decided in
2014 to offer a theatrical
reading of The Mistletoe
Bride at Silversmith Brew-
ing Company, they had no
idea they were establishing
an increasingly popular
annual tradition.

Although the pandem-
ic cancelled the 2020 per-
formance, last year Rosling
was able to present it vir-
tually. It was well-received,
it just wasn't the same ex-
perience for her or the
viewers — there was “a bit
of a disconnect, but it filled
a void, and raised a lot of
money for Gillian’s Place;,
she says.

She is looking forward
to being back at Silver-
smith this holiday season,
in front of an audience, but
plans on again offering a
virtual reading “for those
who aren’t yet comfortable
going out,” and also for
those who aren’t local and
would like to see it.

The reading is based on
a haunting British folk tale
by Jeanette Winterson, and
was adapted by Hinton.

Silversmith was the
ideal atmosphere for the
one-woman performance,
with the intimate set-
ting of a dark, century-
old church, candles flick-
ering, ambience in abun-

Tara Rosling has done many readings at Silversmith Brewing Company, where The Mistletoe Bride has become an annual

tradition. (File photo)

dance, and Rosling telling
the tale of a dangerous
game of hide-and-seek be-
tween bride and groom on
their wedding night.

That first year, Rosling
remembers showing up
at Silversmith and being
surprised to find it full, she
thought of people there
for dinner who would
soon be leaving. Instead,
she discovered they were

there for her, and as more
arrived, plans were quick-
ly made to add a second
reading, and the spill-over
crowd was sent away and
told to come back later in
the evening.

The next year it grew
to two readings on each of
two nights, then to three
readings over three eve-
nings. She has also per-
formed it at other venues,

but discovered nowhere is
as well-suited for the tale
she tells as a warm, cozy
pub on a cold winter’s
night.

This year, there will also
be a reading at The Irish
Harp, where owner Jovie
Joki, who likes to ofter
entertainment, asked Ros-
ling to bring The Mistletoe
Bride to her restaurant. The
pub atmosphere, Rosling

says, should be well-suited
to the reading — although
maybe not quite as quiet as
she’s used to — she’s look-
ing forward to seeing how
the audience reacts.

With more than a de-
cade of seasons at the Shaw
Festival and a long list of
TV credits, Rosling has
just wrapped up season
five as T’Rina on Star Trek,
and has made the decision

to get back on stage in
front of an audience with
the Shaw ensemble next
season. The timing allows
her to still do Star Trek,
“which is super fun,” and
fit in The Mistletoe Bride,
a fundraiser for Gillian’s
Place, which is very im-
portant to her.

While Hinton won't be
able to work with her on
this years reading, she’s
performed it often enough
to be comfortable doing it
on her own, and is looking
forward to working again
with him at the Shaw, she
says.

She’s  grateful to be
able to make decisions
about how she wants to
spend her time, and take
on projects that are not
only fulfilling, but allow
her to help causes that are
important to her, such as
the support The Mistletoe
Bride provides Gillian’s
Place.

Be prepared for a mag-
ical evening, transported
back in time with this dark,
eerie Christmas story to be
told by Rosling at The Irish
Harp Dec. 11, and -Silver-
smith Dec. 20.

Reservations are rec-
ommended, and plan to
come early to enjoy a pint
and a meal before the
show.

Call the Irish Harp at
905-468-4443, or Silver-
smith at 905-468-8447.

Christopher Bowron***
Kim Elltoft**

Randall Armstrong**.
Victoria Bolduc*

Philip Bowron* ...
Bonnie Grimm*

Nicole Vanderperk*

243 NIAGARA BOULEVARD

$4,895,000
MLS 40320944  Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

45 STONERIDGE CRESCENT
$1,998,000

MLS 40341288  Randall Armstrong

905-468-2269
. 905-380-8011
. 905-651-2977
. 905-941-3726
. 905-348-7626
. 905-468-1256

905-941-4585

The Highest Total Volume of
Local Sales for the Past Decade

Highest volume in Niagara-on-the-Lake from 01/01/2011 to 09/21/2021. Source MLS.

631 KING STREET

$1,195,000

MLS 40309389 e Victoria Bolduc

22 PARTITION STREET

$1,249,500

MLS 40329216 » Adam Hawley

Viviane Elltoft*
Thomas Elltoft*
Jane Elltoft*

Sarah Gleddie*....
Linda Williams* ...
Caroline Polgrabia*

14555 NIAGARA RIVER PARKWAY

$995,000

MLS 40335422 * Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

8 SETTLERS COURT

$2,395,000

MLS 40348396  Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

905-468-2142
... 905-380-8012
... 905-988-8776
... 905-941-0276
... 905-685-2458
... 905-401-4240

905-933-4983

Patricia Atherton*
Weston Miller*

Giovanni Rodriguez Martinez*

Ricky Watson*

**Broker of Record

109 Queen Street 905-468-3205 < St. Davids Office 905-262-6996

29 STONERIDGE CRESCENT

$1,462,800
MLS 40324991 ¢ Randall Armstrong

26 PARK COURT

$1,599,000
MLS 40328766 » Thomas Elltoft and Jane Elltoft

** Broker *Sales Representative

905-933-4983

.. 905-328-2145
905-246-3387
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Niagara-on-the-Lake is a true winter wonderland and the perfect place to celebrate

the holiday season. Cozy up in one of our charming hotels or bed and breakfasts, or
sip ice wine in one of our 37 wineries. Enjoy the Shaw Festival’s Christmas shows,
or shop until you drop at our holiday market and authentic Christmas village.
Pamper yourself in one of our five spas, or take in the lights and liveliness of our
Candlelight Stroll and Santa Claus Parade. Whether you want to rock around the
Christmas tree or enjoy a silent night, we’ve got something on offer for you!

THE SHAW FESTIVAL -

WHITE CHRISTMAS
November 18 - December 23
If you’re dreaming of a white
Christmas, you won’t want to
miss this classic holiday fa-
vourite. Two soldiers, returning
home from a USO song-and-
dance team, fall for two sisters
in another act. Together, they
put on a show to save a Ver-
mont inn. This musical never
fails to please: you can’t help
falling in love with the charac-
ters, the dancing and, of course,
the singing, especially since the
title song is Berlin’s most fa-
mous and most beloved.

www.shawfest.com

THE SHAW FESTIVAL -

A CHRISTMAS CAROL
November 18 - December 23
Ebenezer Scrooge is back! Nes-
tled in the heart of the ultimate
Christmas village, the charming
holiday favourite A Christmas
Carol returns to the Shaw Festi-
val’'s Royal George Theatre. It's
the perfect annual reminder of
what Christmas is all about. Ar-
rive feeling “Bah, humbug!” and
leave full of warm, fuzzy Christ-

mas spirit.
www.shawfest.com

TASTE THE SEASON
4 weekends in November

Join us this November for our
Taste the Season touring pass

Join us in Niagara-on-the-Lake for the Candlelight Stroll, Santa Claus

Parade, Rotary Holiday House Tour, and Christmas Tractor Parade. Shop

for Christmas presents, see a Shaw Christmas play, relax in a winter spa

experience, and take in our beautiful winter gardens. Stroll through

the heritage district with extended shopping hours and enjoy the

decorated store windows and Christmas trees. Enjoy barrel-room wine

tastings in one of our 40 wineries. Celebrate the season’s bounty with

exceptional VQA wines and holiday-inspired food pairing experiences

during our signature Taste the Season event. Spend a few nights at one

of our elegant hotels or charming bed and breakfasts to take in the

magic of this holiday season in beautiful Niagara-on-the-Lake.

Visit niagaraonthelake.com for more information.

program! We are excited to be
able to invite you to visit and taste
at 15+ winery properties over four
weekends in November.

wineriesofniagaraonthelake.com

CANDLELIGHT STROLL
In front of the Old Courthouse
on Queen Street. Join us as we
celebrate the beginning of a
magical holiday season. Stroll
through Niagara-on-the-Lake
with your candle in hand and
feel transported to a Victorian
Christmas Village. Enjoy car-
ollers, lights, and decorations
during this much-loved annual
tradition.

niagaraonthelake.com

SANTA 5K RUN

Sunday, December 18

Grab your family and friends,
put on a Santa suit and run an
IN-PERSON 5KM race in the
very scenic Niagara-on-the-Lake!
Santa Suit and chipped timed re-
sults included!

santabk.ca

TWILIGHT JAZZ & BLUES SERIES

The TD Niagara Jazz Festival
presents an intimate live jazz
experience in the heart of wine
country. This series features
high-caliber jazz artists per-
forming on an acoustic grand
piano at the Hare Wine Co. The
Mark Eisenman Trio (Nov 21),
Genevieve Marentette Quartet
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(Dec 5) and the Music of a
Charlie Brown Christmas (Dec
19). Tickets: $19 - $39 + HST/
3-Show Pass: $99 + HST.
niagarajazzfestival.com

HISTORY IN THE VINEYARD

Wednesday, November 30
from 5:30 pm
A holiday fundraiser at Ravine
Vineyard Estate Winery in sup-
port of two wonderful charities,
The Friends of Fort George & The
Niagara-on-the-Lake = Museum.
Support the preservation of Niag-
ara-on-the-Lake’s history with a
gourmet meal, silent auction, and
your choice of 2 short lectures
about our community’s unique
history. Tickets: $150 per person,
which includes a three course
meal and a $50 tax receipt.
notlmuseum.ca

AT THE PILLAR & POST

The Gardens at Pillar and Post turn
into a true seasonal wonderland
complete with sparkling lights,
holiday music, festive snacks, an
ice rink, warming fire pits, and holi-
day movies under the stars.

vintage-hotels.com

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE ROTARY
HOLIDAY HOUSE TOUR

Friday, Dec 2 - Saturday, Dec 3
9:30 am to 4:30

If you like interior design, ar-

chitecture, and seasonal dec-

orations, the annual Niagara-

on-the-Lake Rotary Holiday
House Tour is for you. Tour six
gorgeous, beautifully decorat-
ed homes. Visit local histor-
ic and cultural sites; sample
complimentary tastings from
3 featured wineries; and enjoy
specially priced luncheons and
dinners for attendees as well!
And all the profits go to charita-
ble causes.

niagaraonthelakerotary.ca/page/

holiday-house-tour

A MERRY & BRIGHT

CHRISTMAS TOUR
Friday, Dec 2 & Saturday, Dec 3
A Rotary Club of Niagara-
on-the-Lake event: Presented
by the McArthur Family, an eve-
ning indoor/outdoor tour of the
seasonally decorated, spectac-
ular McArthur Estate. Enjoy an
enchanted tour of the grounds
and the first & second floor of the
McArthur Estate, exquisitely dec-
orated for the holiday season, with

S

Vet
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seasonal lights, live music, Santa
& the Grinch, sparkling wine,
warm cider, cookies, the Canine
Manor, the reindeer stables, chil-
dren’s activities, and more!
niagaraonthelakerotary.ca

HOLIDAY MARKET AT THE NIAGARA

PUMPHOUSE ART CENTRE
December 2 - December 11
Who knew holiday gift-giving
could be so much fun! Find unique
and hand-made gifts and decor
crafted by artisans. To further en-
hance the shopping experience,
holiday helpers and a gift pack-
aging station are available. The
opening weekend is part of the
Rotary Club Holiday House Tour!
Everyone is welcome to make a
shopping stop at the Holiday Mar-
ket. Proceeds from the event ben-
efit children & seniors’ programs.
holidaymarket.ca

Saturday, December 10, 11:00 am
The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake’s
Santa Claus Parade is back! The
parade will start at the intersec-
tion of King and Centre Street in
Old Town and travel throughout its
traditional route down Castlereagh,

Wellington, Byron/Prideaux, Sim-

coe and Queen Streets.
notl.com

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE
CHRISTMAS TRACTOR PARADE

IN VIRGIL
Thursday, December 15,
beginning at 6 pm

Starting at the arena in Virgil, this
twinkling parade of lights will trav-
el Four Mile Creek Road, past
Pleasant Manor, onto Eldon Road,
left on Line 1 Road, across Niag-
ara Stone Road to Concession 4,
then Line 2, and finally back to
the arena. Additionally, consider
purchasing a Winemakers’ Se-
lection Tasting Pass for $35. The
Tasting Pass allows you to enjoy
one tasting of a Winemaker’s Se-
lection wine at each participating
winery Monday through Friday
for the rest of the year. Details:
wineriesofniagaraonthelake.com
All proceeds for any of the passes
sold this month and next will go to
the NOTL Farmworker Hub.

SPARKLE AND ICE GALA

Friday, January 20, 2023
8:00 pm - 11:00
To commence this wonderful fes-
tival, we invite you to the Sparkle
and Ice Gala in the ballrooms of

the Old Courthouse. It’'s a cele-
bration with Niagara-on-the-Lake
icewine makers and their VQA
wines. Culinary delights will be
paired with Niagara-on-the-Lake
premium wines. Live entertain-
ment will keep you dancing to the
end of the evening’s festivities. To
end the night there will be a toast
outside as you watch the skyline
dazzle with fireworks.

For tickets please contact
905-468-1950 or please
visit niagaraonthelake.com for
more information.

THE ICE WINE FESTIVAL
Icewine Village
January 21 - 22, 2023 &

January 28 - 29, 2023
Saturdays 11 am - 5 pm
Sundays Noon - 5 pm
The Niagara-on-the-Lake Icewine
Festival takes place over two win-
try weekends in January. The gor-
geous Heritage District sets the
stage for a magical experience.
The Icewine Village becomes a
historical winter wonderland with
delicious icewine from local win-
eries and delectable food pair-
ings from upscale restaurants.
The Icewine Festival will be held
outdoors on Queen Street. There

will be free admission to the Ice-
wine Village.
niagaraonthelake.com

ICEWINE COCKTAIL
COMPETITION

Saturday, January 28, 2023
7

pm - 10 pm

The Icewine Cocktail Competi-
tion will be in the ballroom of the
Old Courthouse. If you've ever
wondered what you can do with
icewine beyond sipping its sweet
nectar, this event is for you. Lo-
cal wineries will compete to claim
this year’s trophy with their mix-
ologist-approved icewine cock-
tails. These cocktails combine the
creativity and passion of Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake spirits and icewine.
With a DJ, live entertainment, and
photo booths it will be a memory
to keep. Included with purchase
of a ticket you’ll be able to try up
to 3 cocktails with the opportunity
to purchase more, and delicious
charcuterie boards to enjoy. You
vote on the winning creation and
the winner will be announced that
evening.

For tickets please contact
905-468-1950 or please
visit niagaraonthelake.com for
more information.
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With over 5000 different Christmas items to
choose from, we're certain you’ll find what you need to

decorate for Christmas this year.

Our glass nameballs continue to be one of our most
popular ornaments. Whether you select traditional red,
or another one of our colours, each nameball will be hand
painted by one of our talented artists while you wait.
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Open daily 10am to 6pm
34 Queen St.,NOTL | www.justchristmas.ca
905.468.4500
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Holiday fundraiser for NOTL Cats Rescue

Not-for-profit

could use

food, litter, cash donations

Penny Coles
The Local

Tanya Rice was intro-
duced to NOTL Cats Rescue
about seven years ago when
her sister Jeanne organized a
50th birthday for her.

Both women were cat lov-
ers, and when Jeanne learned
about the organization during
a visit to Pet Valu in Virgil, she
decided to ask for donations
to NOTL Cats Rescue at the

birthday party instead of gifts.
Rice, who has become one
of the organization’s commit-
ted volunteers, has since as-
sisted with annual fundraisers
to help to fulfill its mission: to
shelter, nurture and socialize
abandoned and homeless cats
in a loving, home-like envi-
ronment until they can be ad-
opted to their forever homes.
Rice recently lost her dear
younger sister, a St. Catha-
rines wife and mother just 52

years old who suffered from
multiple sclerosis. Jeanne
died at home, surrounded by
her family, on Remembrance
Day, says Rice. Its been a
very difficult and emotional
time — they lost their father
last year, and had their first
Christmas without him, and
now the family must face
Christmas without Jeanne,
who loved the holiday.

When Rice first learned
about NOTL Cats Rescue
about eight years ago, she de-
cided to turn a family Christ-
mas tradition into an event to
raise money for the organi-
zation. She and her husband

Toby and Tessa are being fostered, and need a permanent home. (Photos supplied)

Club Roma (The Starlight Room)
125 Vansickle Rd, St. Catharines

Come celebrate the holidays with Music Niagara
LIVE at the Not-So-Late-Show.
Host/comedian Joe Pillitteri and internationally
acclaimed Quartetto Gelato as house band, welcome
many special guests including: The Fitzgeralds,
members of the Toronto All-Star Big Band, Peter de Sotto
(violin/tenor), Atis Bankas, and young violin stars
Sora Sato-Mound and Gloria Verhovsky.

Hors d’oeuvres are included in the ticket price. Cash bar.

For tickets visit
www.musichiagara.org

Peter typically held a post-
Candlelight Stroll open house
at their home, and since they
were providing refreshments
for their friends, they asked
for something in return — a
donation to the cat rescue or-
ganization she supports. But
once the pandemic cancelled
the stroll, she looked for other
ways to fundraise.

Rice says she was accus-
tomed to making Christmas
planters for friends and fami-
ly, and her husband and sister
would joke that she should
be charging for them. “I said
I couldnt charge family, but
I can charge strangers, for a
good cause”

So that's what she decided
to do. She held a fundraiser of
planters last spring, and has
decided to go ahead with her
plans for this holiday season,
in memory of Jeanne.

When her sister's MS was
progressing, Rice says she
took some time off work so
they could spend a lot of time
together, “doing a lot of sister
bonding stuff together. That's
one of the reasons it’s very im-
portant to me to keep this go-
ing — I wouldn't even know
about cat rescue if it weren't
for her”

With her mother Joyce
Ruish and friends Lesley Pran-
tera, Carolyn Greenfield and
Sabine Barry, she has made
holiday planters and porch
gnomes to fill her garage lead-
ing up to three sale dates at her
home at 456 Line 2 behind
Crossroads School: Saturday,
Nov. 26, Saturday, Dec. 3 and
Sunday, Dec. 4, from 12 p.m.
to 3 p.m. each day.

Rice gives a shout-out
to Phils Your Independent
Grocer for the donation of 20
bags of soil, which saved on
expenses making the planters.

Rice has also been fostering
cats and kittens — NOTL Cats
Rescue can never find enough
foster families — and she is
currently caring for Tessa and
Toby, six-month-old bonded
siblings, spayed and neutered,
vaccinated and microchipped,
and looking for a home.

“Adoptions have been
down post-pandemic,” she
says. “People are back to living
their lives and travelling”

NOTL Cats Rescue has 25
kittens and cats for adoption
this winter — a lot of mouths
to feed, says Rice. Anyone
interested in fostering them,
so important for socializing
before they’re adopted, will be
supplied with everything that
is needed: litter, food and toys.

“If there is someone who
has room in their home and
an open heart to love them, it
doesn't have to be forever, and
if you want to go away while
you're fostering, someone will
take them for you,” says Rice.

Donations of food, litter,
and money of course are al-

ways greatly appreciated.

Due to dietary restric-
tions for some cats, Rice
says Performatrin kitten and
adult kibble, and Fancy Feast
canned food are preferred.

Also important to the cat
rescue is any opportunity
for education: get your pets
spayed or neutered, “and mi-
crochipping is so important”

NOTL Cats Rescue also
encourages people who have
stray cats outside around their
homes to provide shelters for
the winter, and water — she
has a heated water bowl she
was given to prevent water
from freezing — and she
suggests putting a little bit of
sugar in the water for extra
nutrients.

NOTL Cats Rescue will
supply a cat shelter if they have
one available, or instructions
on how to make one. “Always
use straw inside a shelter, nota
blanket,” adds Rice.

For more information
visit  https://notlcats.weebly.
com/

Porch gnomes will go quickly, and help out a good cause.

Holiday planters made by Tanya Rice, with help from her mother and friends, will be for sale from

her Line 2 home.
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Santa and EIf Run raising money for youth campus

Penny Coles
The Local

About 600 Santas and
many of his elves are ex-
pected to arrive in Simcoe
Park a little early for Christ-
mas.

Caroline Polgrabia will
be one of those Santas, as
will her son Jayden, both
taking part in the 5K Santa
and EIf Run, organized by
VPro, who brought the San-
ta Run to NOTL last Christ-
mas. Her daughter Kaitlyn
will be an elf in the 1K.

Polgrabia ran last year
with Jayden, although at
11 years old, she says, he
quickly left her in his dust
— when her husband was
taking photos of Jayden at
the finish, “I was nowhere
to be seen. He really blew
me away; she says, admit-
ting she didn’t do a lot to
prepare for the event.

Although there are com-
petitive runners who take
part, this run is not so much
about competition as having
fun — you don't have to be
a runner to participate, she
says. Last year she saw peo-
ple walking, pulling kidsin a
wagon, or pushing a stroller.

“Its hard running on
snow and ice. Not even the
serious runners are pushing
themselves”

As much fun as she had
last year, Polgrabia has even

Caroline Polgrabia (centre) and 11-year-old Jayden ran in last year’s Santa 5K, and will take part again this year.

(Photo supplied)

more motivation to par-
ticipate in this year’s event.
The NOTL Youth Campus,
which she has finally seen
become a reality after al-
most a decade of planning,
will be the recipient of funds
raised from the event.

And Tom Elltoft, a long-
time friend and huge sup-
porter of the youth hub,
along with Chris Bowron,
co-owners of NOTL Realty,
have stepped up to sponsor
the event.

“It is important at this
time of year to find ways to
give back to our commu-
nity, and NOTL youth are
certainly at the top of our
list, says Elltoft. “We hope
everyone will get involved,
support the kids and donate
generously”

One hundred per cent
of the dollars raised by the
Elves and Santas go directly
to building programs at the
NOTL Youth Campus in
2023, says Elltoft.

Polgrabia says it’s great
to have a third party fund-
raiser — not only for the
revenue it will bring to
Youth Campus, but also be-
cause when others want to
help out, “it feels like they’re
saying, ‘youre on the right
track! They see that were
creating a safe, accessible
and welcoming space for
NOTL kids, and for us,
seeing community support
confirms the need for what
we're doing”

Last year’s Santa Run,
which also started from
Simcoe Park and attracted
about 250 people, was such
a success, even with COVID
restrictions, organizer Kelly
Arnott began planning for
2022, and the Santa and EIf
Run is a result of that.

She recalls at the last
minute having to stagger
races to reduce the number
of people in each event. This
year, she can confidently or-
der 600 Santa suits for adult

runners, and would love to
have at these that many run-
ners, with chipped timed
results, crystal medals that
can be used as Christmas
ornaments for those who
finish, and prizes for the top
three runners in each age
division.

Kids who participate in
the 1K run will be given elf
hats.

The town will look beau-
tiful and wintry, and it’s the
perfect time to get in the
Christmas spirit, she says.

And after the event,
there will be a breakfast
sandwich at The Irish Harp,
and Tim Hortons coffee,
hot chocolate and Timbits.

Plus, all the Santas get a
goodie bag, she says.

VPro has lowered regis-
tration fees for the event to
direct $10 toward the NOTL
Youth Campus fundraising
campaign. As part of the
registration process, partic-
ipants will be required to
donate this $10 towards this
youth initiative.

There will also be a col-
lection of non-perishable
food and toy donations for
Newark Neighbours.

The run will be held Dec.
18, beginning at 10 a.m.

To register, visit
https://raceroster.com/
events/2022/57574/notl
-realty-ltd-santa-and
-elf-run.

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY
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Yellow Door Theatre Project presents Nobody’s Children

Mike Balsom
The Local

Yellow Door Theatre
Project’s newest original
production combines the
legend of the Pied Piper of
Hamelin with the historical
plight of Londons ‘home

children, many of whom

ended up in Niagara-
on-the-Lake.
Between 1869 and

1932, more than 100,000
children were sent from
Britain to Canada through
assisted juvenile emigra-
tion, according to the Ca-

nadian government. Many
were orphans, while others
were from poor families
living in dire conditions.
They were shipped to Can-
ada with the belief that
they would find better op-
portunities.

According to the NOTL

Museum’s records, Ma-
rie S. Rye began bringing
poor young women and
girls to Niagara in 1868 to
be domestics. A year later
she acquired the old court-
house and gaol in NOTL
(where Rye Park current-
ly sits) and converted it

Hannah Otta (left) playing Mary Sharples, the daughter of a rat catcher, rehearses with the rest of the ensemble.

TO SERVE YOU SAFELY

into Our Western Home,
which became a boarding
house for these girls while
awaiting their destination
to farms in Ontario and
Eastern Canada. There,
they often lived a life of
servitude.

That local angle is a
huge bonus for the chari-
table youth theatre group’s
founder and artistic pro-
ducer Andorlie Hillstrom.

“The home children
were right here in Niagara-
on-the-Lake,” says Hill-
strom. “Its an extraordi-
nary part of our history.
We brushed it under the
carpet (back then), so to
speak, but it was really
quite awful. That was a re-
ally serious issue”

Playwright Lezlie Wade
and composer Scott Chris-
tian have collaborated to
combine the two dark tales
into an original musical
theatre production called
Nobody’s Children. It will
make its world-wide pre-
miere, performed by a
group of actors between
the ages of 10 and 17 years
old, on Dec. 7.

Nobodys Children has
a definite Oliver feel to
it. Yes, both stories upon
which it is built are dark,
but the musical theatre
genre gives the creators

the opportunity to lighten
up the story, finding the
comedic elements as well
as the heart for many of
the characters.

The musical continues
an ongoing partnership
that Hillstrom has formed
with Wade and Christian
to provide a professional
theatre experience for her
young charges.

At 14 years old, Laura
Secord Secondary School
student Alex Berghoeft is
already a Yellow Door vet-
eran. He values the oppor-
tunity to work once again
to bring another Wade-
Christian creation to life.

“Is so amazing that
they let us, these kids, do
these plays,” Berghoeft
tells The Local. Hillstrom,
he says, “gets these people
who make these amazing
plays. It's crazy to think
that one day other people
will do this play, too.”

Berghoeft plays Ich-
abod, who he says un-
dergoes a transformation
from a shy, reserved char-
acter to an extrovert once
he forms a friendship with
Mary Sharples, the daugh-
ter of a rat catcher. Shar-
ples is played by 12-year-
old Parnall Public School

Continued on page 15

THE

FARMHQUSE
CATE

Open For
Lunch Daily

Reservationg Strongly Suggested
Online Booking Now Available!

Or give us a call to book
905-468-8814

Bring this ad in for (0% off lunch on any
Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday in November

1019 Live 2, IYLL Y0568

CAROLINE CELLARS WINERY

BLACK FRIDAY
(Nov 25th)

“eee Tapi Pour Spouts with each
bottle of oil or vinegar purchased

Dill Extra Virgin Olive Oil -
7/;% with $65 purchase

7/@%}%% @K Z%e %&eé

Dill Extra Virgin Olive Oil
50% off Nov 21st - Nov 24th

(limit 2 per customer)
Cranberry Balsamic
7}2@@ with $65 purchase Nov 26th — 28th

50 % W Nov 29th — Dec 2nd (limit 2 per customer)

SHOP IN-STORE OR ONLINE
118 Queen St., NOTL | 289.868.8898

olivniagara.com
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Kids benefit from working with professionals

Continued from page 14

student Hannah Otta.

Otta stepped into the
role of Mary when Cath-
erine Dubois successfully
auditioned for a role in
the upcoming Shaw Fes-
tival Theatre production
of White Christmas. She
previously appeared in
Wade and Christian’s Yel-
low Door update of the
Hansel and Gretel story,
as well as in their film Red
Letter Day.

“It was sad, because I
really enjoy working with
Catherine,” Otta says. “But
I felt prepared because I
was her understudy. We
were all working together,
and I had learned the mu-
sic already”

Otta says Mary is an
adventurous, spirited girl
from a middle class fam-
ily. She gets wrapped up
with a group of orphans
on the streets of London
when she takes a detour
on Christmas Eve. That’s
when her friendship with
Ichabod is sparked.

The musical straddles
two continents, set as it
is in both Victorian Lon-
don and Canada, the final
destination of many of the
home children.

With  the

first full

run-through  of  the
Wade-Christian script
behind her, Director Ker-
ry Ann Doherty, a Shaw
ensemble member and
founder of Toronto’s the-
atreSix, is excited with
the approach of the play’s
opening.

“It went really well,” she
says of Sunday’s rehearsal.
“Very exciting. It had the
usual fits and starts, but
overall it’s going very well.
We learn a lot when we put
it all together. We're all re-
ally happy”

Doherty doesn't see a
huge difference between
directing adults and work-
ing with younger actors.

“Sometimes you give a
note, and they may not un-
derstand the instructions,”’
she says. “You may ask
them to move upstage, and
sometimes you have to
be sure they know what’s
upstage and what’s down-
stage. It requires a few
more teaching moments
just to make sure every-
thing is understood.”

And she praises the
work of Wade and Chris-
tian.

“They work so well to-
gether;” says Doherty. “The
songs are beautiful and
fun. There’s lots of comedy,
even though it's a drama.

The comedic moments
come out of the realness of
the characters.These kids
come together and choose
to look out for each oth-
er. It’s really a lovely story
about chosen family”

“I think Scott Christian
is a brilliant composer,
adds Hillstrom. “We are
so fortunate to have him.

And I love Lezlie’s sense of
humour. There are always
great things in her writing”

Hillstrom adds that
Nobodys Children, like
all Yellow Door plays, is
primarily student-driven.
Wade and Christian work-
shop their plays with the
young participants and
often make changes to the

script and music based on
those sessions.

“But they (the kids)
work with professionals,”
she says. “There is one
adult in the show (Chris-
toph Ibrahim plays Mary’s
father) and all of our de-
signers and our crew are
all professionals. That has
always been my vision

from the very, very begin-
ning, that these kids get to
work with professionals.”
The world premiere
of Nobodys Children, an
original Christmas musi-
cal, runs Dec. 7 to 10 at the
FirstOntario Performing
Arts Centre in St. Catha-
rines. Tickets are available
through firstontariopac.ca.

Leah Hyatt is Mrs. Tuffelrock and Emily Fulton is Matron Quib in Yellow Door’s Nobody’s Children. (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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Nyanyas selling holiday treats to support African grandmothers

Linda Carleton shows off a tray of holiday ginger cookies like the
ones the Nyanyas are selling as a fundraiser. (Photo supplied)

Penny Coles
The Local

The Nyanyas of Niagara
are teaming up with Sweets
& Switls Cafe at the Com-
munity Centre to sell hol-
iday cookies, a fundraiser
to help the Stephen Lewis
Foundation's grandmothers’
campaign.

The local Nyanyas (Swa-
hili for grandmother) be-
long to one of more than
260 grandmothers and
grandmothers’ groups that
raise money for the cam-
paign, launched by the Ste-
phen Lewis Foundation in
response to the crisis faced
by African grandmothers as
they struggled to raise mil-
lions of children orphaned
by AIDS.

Since then, a growing
number of grandmothers’

groups has raised funds to
support the life-enhanc-
ing programs run by Afri-
can grandmothers, and the
community-based organi-
zations that support them.

Today, African grand-
mothers continue to raise
the next generation while
two  pandemics inter-
sect, HIV and AIDS, and
COVID-19.

Nyanya Linda Carleton
says the fundraiser is sim-
ilar to last years holiday
cookie sale, but has made
some changes to reduce the
time and pressure on Erinn
Lockard of Sweets & Swirls,
who is making the cookies.
To keep it simple, she is pro-
viding two Christmas vari-
eties, shortbread and ginger
cookies, in a nice bag, with
20 cookies for $20, which
can be wonderful treats that

make gifts for family mem-
bers, friends, neighbours, or
to just have on hand to serve
guests, while also support-
ing a great cause.

This is the first fund-
raiser this year for the
group, says Carleton, as the
Nyanyas are taking some
time to restructure and re-
cruit new members. Ter-
ry Mactaggart, one of the
founders who has been ac-
tive in the group since its
early days, is taking a step
back, and several members
have not returned since the
pandemic.

Although the group is
reorganizing, their goal to
help grassroots projects in
Africa through the Stephen
Lewis Foundation hasnt
changed, says Carleton.

In addition to the cookie
fundraiser, the Nyanyas are

being assisted by Elise Gas-
barrino and Style, her pop-
up store on King Street, in
December.

While the list of Nyan-
ya members includes about
150 names, the group could
use new active volunteers,
says Carleton.

All orders must be
placed through the Nyanyas
by Friday, Dec. 9. There are
two pickup dates: Thursday,
Dec. 15, and Friday, Dec.
16, both days from 2 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. at Sweets & Swirls
in the community centre.

Email  nyanyas2018@
gmail to order, and to
e-transfer payment, pass-
word ‘cookies, or use cash,
cheque or debit when pick-
ing them up.

The same email can be
used for more information
or to join the Nyanyas.

Five local women awarded honours for business acumen

Mike Balsom
The Local

The Greater Niagara
Chamber of Commerce’s
Women in Niagara Coun-
cil distributed their Wom-
en in Business Awards last
Friday at Club Italia in
Niagara Falls. Five wom-
en with ties to Niagara-
on-the-Lake took home
honours during the event.

In the Young Profes-
sional category, Stephanie
Reis, proprietor and op-
erations and development
manager at Ferox Estate
Winery, beat out seven
other women to take the
top honours. She and her
winemaker husband Fabi-
an created the winery to
make world-class wines.
Stephanie handles market-
ing and sales in addition

to guiding the daily oper-
ations of the winery.
Pastry chef and owner
of Willow Cakes and Pas-
tries Catherine O’Donnell’s
innovation and commit-
ment to the art and craft of
pastries was part of what
earned her the Excellence
in Trades Award. O’Don-
nell is the first female pas-
try chef to be inducted into
the Honour Society of the

Rima Boles won the Women in Business Cultural Arts Award, presented by the Greater
Niagara Chamber of Commerce’s Women in Niagara Council. (Photos supplied)

Canadian Culinary Fed-
eration and continues to
teach at Niagara College.

As director of the Ni-
agara Pumphouse Arts
Centre, Rima Boles’ com-
mitment to the communi-
ty and her efforts to keep
the arts alive during the
pandemic earned her the
WIN Cultural Arts Award.
Rima and her team built
a virtual arts community
which allowed for 22,000
participants to stay con-
nected during COVID-19,
and she was able to secure
pandemic relief funding,
allowing the Pumphouse
to provide some services
free of charge.

Melissa Marotta-Paoli-
celli and Angela Marotta
took home the Business
That Gives Back Award.
Since opening their doors
in 2014, the sisters have
shown their commitment
to supporting charities
and organizations focused
on women, children and

healthcare, including Gil-
lian’s Place and Toronto’s
Hospital for Sick Children.

As well, they contributed
to Niagara Colleges Ma-
rotta Innovation Complex.

Catherine O’'Donnell of Willow Cakes and Pastries was
given the Excellence in Trades Award.

The Young Professional category award went to Stephanie Reis.

Melissa Marotta-Paolicelli and Angela Marotta took home the Business That Gives Back Award.
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Queenston resident shoots Grammy-nominated music film

Mike Balsom
The Local

Filmmaker and visual art-
ist Adam C.K. VollicKs work
on Neil Young’s most recent
full-length film is up for a 2023
Grammy Award.

The Queenston resident,
who has had a creative relation-
ship with the legendary Cana-
dian-born  singer-songwriter
for more than a decade, was
director of photography for A
Band A Brotherhood A Barn.
Released in December 2021,
the 74-minute film documents
Young and his long-time band
Crazy Horse recording his 41st
album, Barn.

The nomination in the Best
Music Film category took Vol-
lick by surprise.

“I got a text from Daryl
(actor Hannah, Youngs wife
and director of the documen-
tary) saying we were nomi-
nated,” Vollick says. “I haven’t
kept track of how many views
its had on YouTube. I'm really
honoured that, however the
nomination came to be, we got
noticed for it. A lot of heart and
soul went into the making of
it, and it's kind of a homespun
production”

Homespun it most cer-
tainly is, shot in and around a
rebuilt rustic barn on Young
and Hannal's Colorado ranch.
The sparse beauty of the moun-
tain-top landscape is accentu-
ated via Vollicks use of time-
lapse techniques and wide,
sweeping shots. And the many
images of the barn exterior it-
self, set against that vast beauty,
illuminate the isolation of band
and crew from the hustle and
bustle of city life.

“It was a stagecoach stop
when America was in its in-
fancy;” Vollick explains of the
Colorado location. “Ifs no

small feat to get all that equip-
ment and all those people up a
mountain. The mobile record-
ing studio they used is a lead-
lined truck. It probably weighs
60,000 pounds. And then to
put those guys in that building”

The barn itself is built in a
log cabin style. A crew had just
finished reconstructing the
building on the footprint where
it originally stood as many as
150 years ago. Logs were cut
and positioned into place, and
Vollick says the whole structure
had to sit and settle for at least
a year before the cracks and
crevices between them could
be sealed.

Those crevices provided
some unique visual oppor-

Adam C.K. Vollick

tunities for the 42-year-old
filmmaker. Shards of sunlight
shine into the barn providing
a unique natural light show as
Young, guitarist Nils Lofgren,
bassist Billy Talbot and drum-
mer Ralph Molina work out
the album’s 10 songs along with
producer Niko Bolas.

“We knew that we wanted
to shoot some performances at
a specific time of day; he says.
“There was a narrow window of
about a half hour when the sun
was on its way down where it
came through the cracks and il-
luminated the stage. We got lucky,
the stars aligned, pun intended”

Vollicks method for A
Band A Brotherhood A Barn
was the same as it was when he

Adam Vollick (left, with the camera) and all four band members on stage, including Neil Young on

guitar on the right, and technical guys offstage. (Photo supplied)

shot Young’s 2019 film Moun-
taintop, which documents his
Colorado album that year. He
shot everything and anything,
even capturing a moment
when Young relieves himself
outside of the barn. Shot from
behind, of course.

“They trust a lot in me
to not miss anything,’ he ex-
plains. “The first mission was
to make sure I got everything
that happened in the studio.
Neil doesn't really subscribe to
any kind of schedule. You don't
know when he’s going to show
up or when he’s going to play
music, but you better be ready.
I was always on”

VollicKs cameras were per-
petually rolling. He set up wide
shots of the performance space,
allowing him to capture some
magic moments, such as when
Lofgren escaped to the piano
after dinner to plunk out a mel-
ody, and the rest of the band
gathered around to join in.

And he couldn't resist the
many time-lapse sequences
of stars shining, water flowing
and clouds rolling in the Colo-
rado sky.

Hannah “knows when I'm
up there I'm fascinated by the
nature of the place;” Vollick
says. “So they know that I'm
going to do that, too. I hand it
allin, then the production team
takes everything that I shot,
line it up against the documen-
tary audio that I recorded. They
watch every second and then
pull things that are beautiful.
Its a sculptural process with
Daryl and the editors.

Its the way Young likes
it, too. As Vollick says, the
77-year-old goes by the man-
tra, “it’s better to be looking at
it than looking for it”

A previous extended col-
laboration between Vollick
and musician-producer Daniel
Lanois, formerly of Hamilton,
was what led to his work with
Young. A chance encounter
with the man who helped the

likes of Peter Gabriel, U2 and
Bob Dylan create some of their
best work, resulted in him
becoming Lanois’ in-house
photographer and video art-
ist. VollicK’s first feature-length
film was Here Is What Is, a doc-
ument of the recording of the
French-Canadian’s 2007 album
of the same name.

When Lanois was brought
in to produce Youngs 2010
solo album Le Noise, the veter-
an rocker insisted that Vollick
come along with his gear. He
co-directed the film of the re-
cording sessions and has been
working with Young and Han-
nah ever since.

A Band A Brotherhood A
Barn was a family affair, not
just for Young and Hannah, by
the way; but also for Vollick and
his wife Jess Rice. The former
Nashville restaurant owner
worked as a chef for the band
and crew during the Colorado
sessions. At the time, Rice was
seven months pregnant with
the couple’s daughter, Velvet.

The film had a very small
theatrical release before being
posted in its entirety on the
video-sharing website. It's been
seen by more than 857,000
people in less than 12 months.

In the Best Music Film cate-
gory, it's up against films featur-
ing Adele, Billie Eilish, Justin
Bieber and Spanish pop-start
Rosalia, as well as one called

Jazz Fest: A New Orleans Story.

“Were in good company;
Vollick says. “There’s a lot of re-
ally cool projects on that list. I
have to watch them. I'm going
to make a point to watch them
all for my own education and
inspiration”

Perhaps some of that ed-
ucation and inspiration will
show up in his future work.
Vollick is busy doing post-pro-
duction on a combination
concert film and documentary
about drummer Brian Blades’
father. Hes almost finished
work on a music video, partial-
ly shot at Camp Cataract in Ni-
agara Falls, for local jazz singer
Sarah Jerrom. And hes set to
start production on a docu-
mentary about Young’s beloved
long-time manager, the late El-
liot Roberts.

And of course, hell be
busy taking lots of video and
photographs of Velvet, now 14
months old.

Because Grammy Awards
for the category are usually
bestowed only upon the artist,
director and producer, Vollick
isn’t sure hell end up with a
golden gramophone statue or
get to go to the 2023 awards
show in Los Angeles on Feb. 5.

But he’s proud to have been
abig part of the creative process
that led to the finished product.

“Just to be nominated is
fantastic;” Vollick concludes.

Adam Vollick packing up in the barn after a session had end-

ed. (Jess Rice)
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New line sparks Predators’ win over Windsor

Mike Balsom
The Local

Playing in his first game
with the Niagara Predators,
former Pelham Panther Cam-
eron Savoie teamed up with
linemates Riley Ellis and De-
clan Fogarty to lead the way
in a 3-1 win over the Windsor
Aces at home Friday.

With an assist from Ellis,
Fogarty scored what turned out
to be the winning goal in the
first period. Fogarty also assist-
ed on Savoie’s insurance mark-
er 15 seconds into the third pe-
riod as the Preds avenged last
Sunday’s 3-1 loss on Windsor’s
home ice. Jaroslav Dohnal also
scored for Niagara.

“We moved a couple things
around,” head coach Kevin
Taylor told The Local about his
new number one line for the

game. “He plays really well with
Declan. And I thought having
Riley out there gives a little of
a different dynamic, where he
can run the corners and get the
puck out to those guys”

“All week in practice we
were just going hard,” a clearly
pleased Savoie said after the
game. “Declan is one of my best
friends, I've known him since I
was four years old. We worked
hard to get our chemistry back
to the way it was before”

Savoie and Fogarty played
together on the Niagara North
Stars AAA U18 team in 2018-
2019 and 2019-2020. Since
then, their paths had diverged
through different postings in
the Greater Ontario Junior B
Hockey League (GOJHL), Fog-
arty with Thorold and Welland,
Savoie with Pelham.

In addition to playing with
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Learning BRIDGE

A 9-Lesson
ACBL Certificate Course
INTRODUCTION TO BRIDGE
9 Fridays from January 6th to
March 3rd, 2023 from 9 am to 12 noon.

NOTL Community Centre,
14 Anderson Lane, NOTL, LOS 1JO

$ 135, which includes the cost of
the ACBL official text book

Presented by Dr. Chandi Jayawardena,
ACBL Accredited Bridge Teacher

For information, please contact
Chandi at 905-941-1676 or
chandij@sympatico.ca
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Preds Jaroslav Dohnal aided in the 3—1 win over Windsor at a home game Friday night. (Mike Balsom)

his best friend, the 20-year-old
Savoie joins a GMHL team that
includes his 18-year-old brother,
Nick, with whom he shared a few
shifts on Friday night in Virgil.

“I haven't played with him
since high school hockey (at
Governor Simcoe Secondary),”
said Cameron. “We have three
pairs of brothers on this team
(Warren and Will Krogman
and Cole and Riley Ellis are
the other pairs). Its fun to play
hockey with three sets of broth-
ers. There’s great camaraderie”

Taylor was happy with
Fridays win, though not
ready to celebrate with great
enthusiasm.

“We got the win, thats all
that matters, really;” said an even-
keeled head coach. “At the end of
the day, it's two points. It wasn't
the prettiest win, but it moves us
up a bt in the standings”

There was one particular
part of the Preds’ game that
gave Taylor concern. With a
2-0 lead, Niagara squandered
three power play opportunities
by taking penalties of their own
while holding the man advan-
tage. Two of those came while
the Aces had players sitting out
five-minute majors.

“One (of our penalties)
was off a faceoff, a high stick,
lamented Taylor. “It seems like
when we get the power play,
we get more excited. It should
be a time when we rest, take
our time and control the game.
Instead we rush and try to get
a quick goal. It doesn’t matter
whether you get the goal in the
first 10 seconds or the last”

The Predators did manage
to shut down the league’s lead-
ing goal scorer, Samuel Senft.
Thats something they had yet
to do this season; in three prior

Sunday, November 27th
9:45 a.m.

Kids Ministry Sign In
(Nursery - Kindergarten)
10:00 a.m.
Worship Gathering
Online & In-Person
Message:

Kevin Bayne

The Family Tree
Matthew 1:1-16

games against Niagara, the five-
foot-ten, 216-pound 21-year-
old from Germany has netted
six of his 24 goals. His only
appearance on Fridays score
sheet was for three penalties,
including a 10-minute miscon-
duct assessed at the end of the
second period.a

“Hes a good player} ac-
knowledged Taylor, “but he
took himself out of the game
today. He's a big body. He's huge.

Our guys are just coming to re-
alize they just have to get in his
way. I know he got two goals
last week, but he really didnt
do much. Were not letting him
shoot as much as he was?
Windsor brought a skel-
eton crew again to Virgils
Meridian Credit Union Are-
na; only 10 skaters and three
goalies made the journey. At
one point during the third pe-
riod the Aces were down to just

Declan Fogarty scores what turns out to be the winning goal
in the game over Windsor. (Ben Foster)

Preds’ Nick Savoie shared a few shifts with his brother Camer-
on, new to the team. (Mike Balsom)
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three players on the bench.

“Their whole team was
tired, Taylor said. “But you
know; the top teams in this
league walk through them.
Were not quite there yet. We
play up against the better
teams, and play down against
others. We should have picked
up two points against this team
last weekend”

Frustrated after their previ-
ous weekend’s mixed results (a
masterfully-played 6-5 over-
time loss to the first place Ren-
egades followed by a tepid 3-1
loss to the eighth place Aces),
Taylor and assistants Connor
Shipton and Greg Wilson had
an important meeting with
their squad about team chem-
istry prior to Tuesday nights
Ppractice.

Taylor is hoping a few per-
sonnel changes and the shuftling
of the lines will provide a much
needed spark for the remaining
two-thirds of their GMHL cam-
paign. The 3-1 win is the first
step in the right direction.

“It was much more positive
in the dressing room,” Taylor
said. “Tt was all about getting
them to take the game more
seriously. It was a different at-
mosphere even on the bench”

Despite the strong showing
from the Ellis-Fogarty-Savoie
line, Windsor goalie Justin
Sheets, who faced 50 shots,
was named the game’s first star.
Cameron Huff manned the
Niagara goal, stopping 26 of
Windsor’s 27 attempts. He may
get the start again this Friday
with number one goalie Ryan
Santini off at least three weeks
with an injury suffered in prac-
tice this week.

“It was a fluke thing)” Taylor
explained. “He went to make a
poke check and his shoulder just
sort of fell out. We can't have Ryan
out of the lineup for a long time?”

Serendipitously, Niagara has
only four games on the schedule
during Santini’s expected recov-
ery time. He should be available
for the last three or four games
in December.

The St. George Ravens come
to town this Friday at 7:30 p.m.
The Predators will be trying to
knot up the season series at two
wins apiece that night.

“They’ve been playing well,
Taylor said of St. George. “We
have to have a good week. Its
nice going into a long week with
a win, I don't have to sit and
dwell on a loss. We will focus
on getting everything perfected.
We wont introduce anything
new, just get them to work on
what they’ve been doing”

And the newest Predator is
excited about the possibilities
while looking forward to his
second game with the team.

“T love everything that we
have going so far,” said Savoie.
“Obviously there are still some
things that we can work out. But
with practices coming up, and
a lot of guys that want to win
and are dedicated to winning, it
shouldn’t be an issue at all”
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Across:

1 With a forward motion

6 Guitarist --- Clapton

10 And others in Rome

14 “BolEro” composer
Maurice ---

15 Lead vocalist of U2

16 Sleepless in Seattle
director --- Ephron

17 Overweight

18 Embryonic flowers

19 --- Lane, Clark’s love

20 Shell lobber

22 Exercise venue

23 --- the ground floor

24 Adeptness

25 Alot

27 Think constantly

29 Badger

31 Beloved

32 Anti-ageist org.

34 Pulpit delivery

36 Cushion

39 Comparatively costly

41 Getting on

43 Chop

44 Base

46 Part

47 Web address

48 Cleared
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU

50 E.g. Courvoisier

53 Pricey

54 World’s largest economy

57 Stock-market debuts

58 Monotonous routine

60 Daytona racing
supervisory grp.

62 Established ceremony

63 Workplace regulation
agency

65 Imperial sites?

66 Sweet

67 It starts every Sunday

68 Fifty after

69 ---, a plan, a canal,
Panama

70 Fictional Ozzie dame

71 Author/astronomer Carl ---

Down:

Bouquet

Toil

Brought down
Secluded retreat
Glows

Abate

Harsher

--- 500, car race

Of worldwide scope
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10 Sign up

11
12
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Common odds ending
Operatic solos

Endures

“A Beautiful Mind” actor
Record keeper

Deform

Emulator

Fire residue

Consumed
Donnybrook

Bringing forth

Everyone

Stain

One paid to jump out of
perfectly serviceable
aircraft

Before, poetically

Soon afterwards
Invisible

49 Areas of land

50 About

51 Anything that stupefies
52 Have to

55 Generous annual visitor
56 Fire-raising

59 Pre-loved

61 Mets’ old stadium

64 Alias
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Compassionate
Transparent
No Pressure

www.morganfuneral.com

SUDOKU SOLUTION OBITUARY

Sudoku solution from
November 16, 2022

Please recycle
this newspaper

The Trusted Voice of Our Community

Gayle Elizabeth Stokes
October 3, 1950 to June 14, 2022

Gayle drew wonderful people to her because
she was wonderful and will be dearly missed.
She forever enriched the lives of her loving
husband Paul Madeley, stepsons Hunter and
Bryson, brothers Gary and Bill, son René,
their families and her marvellous friends.

NOTICES

INFORMATION SESSION

. To place an Obituary or

In Memoriam in our Classifieds,

please contact Julia at: -
julia@notllocal.com or .-
905.934.1040 2y

Deadline is Tuesdays at 1 p.m.
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Zalepa promises ‘to strengthen, grow relationships’

Continued from page 1

delivering value-driven plans
for staff to implement and to
report to council on progress”

He promised that through-
out the next term, the process
would include feedback and
public engagement from each
of the town’s five distinct vil-
lages. This will include the
creation of regular village open
forums, with the focus on im-
proving communication and
transparency.

“More listening, less talk;”
he summarized.

He went on to list what he
feels should be the priorities of
this term of council. Number
one is economic development.
Zalepa feels council must ac-
tively seek employment cre-
ation investments to bring jobs
for residents, including young
people, to NOTL, while lever-
aging the strength and reputa-
tion of our agricultural sector.

“We will bring residents,
industry, the arts and the town
together in a process to work
together to build a path for our
tourism strategy;” he said.

Service excellence is anoth-
er focus for Zalepa.

“Our priority will be to
improve the town’s capacity in
responding to residents’ service
requests,” said the new Lord
Mayor. “Additionally, we must
raise our profile with other
governments, in Niagara, at
Queens Park and in Ottawa,
making sure that what is im-
portant to you is communicat-
ed to these governments””

He also promised to work
toward improved public ame-

nities by finding the gaps and
building a plan for future needs.
Better access to health care
within our town, and ensuring
NOTL advocates for increased
transportation services as tran-
sit becomes regionalized in Jan-
uary, are also part of his plan.

On housing, he said, “At-
tainability of housing is dys-
functional. We are truly in a
housing crisis. We can find
solutions and public support to
adequately adjust this. I believe
we must provide an opportu-
nity for seniors to age in place
and for our youth and our local
workforce to acquire dwellings
in our town”

Zalepa concluded by prom-
ising to strengthen and grow
relationships, build trust and
provide leadership to council.
He pledged to listen and to seek
positive outcomes.

“According to Jefferson,” he
said, “those governing must ad-
here to the principle that being
rightful must also be reason-
able. To council, it will be my
priority to ensure that together
we provide our CAO with our
vision. I will support each of
you as we build from this point
forward”

He then turned his atten-
tion to the residents both in
attendance and watching via
live-stream.

“T refer back to Jefferson’s
words,” he said. “We commit to
listening with the goal of deci-
sion-making through transpar-
ency, and through uniting our
community in common efforts
for the common good. Your
support is a welcome gift and I
thank you for that”

He continued, “Our prom-
ise is to retain your good opin-
ion, conciliate that of others by
doing all the good that is in our
power to do, and to be instru-

mental in the happiness and the
interests of all our residents”
Zalepa said he is looking
forward to the term ahead with
anticipation. “I remain focused

on the outcome, to ensure that
those that take their oath here
tonight return to you in four
years stating emphatically that
they enjoyed their experience

on council, that their opinions
made a difference, that they
accomplished what they set out
to do, and given the choice they
would do it again?

Coun. Adriana Cater-Vizzari,

with Antonia, Gigi, Loretta,

Matthew, and her husband Cory. (Photos by Mike Balsom)

Regional Coun. Andrea Kaiser chats with Coun. Sandra O’Con-
nor at the inaugural meeting of council at the Court House.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa delivers his inaugural speech.

Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa and Deputy Lord Mayor Erwin Wiens

Regional Coun. Andrea Kaiser with Coun. Tim Balasiuk

Former councillor Clare Cameron and Lord Mayor Gary Zalepa.

Local grower Bill Falk talks with Coun. Wendy Cheropita.

Coun. Gary Burroughs, the political veteran on council, talks Coun. Nick Ruller, former fire chief, with Deputy Fire Chief Couns. Tim Balasiuk and Maria Mavridis, looking very seri-
ous during the swearing-in ceremony.

with resident Ken Ganzel.

Darren Trostenko.
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