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Outpouring of love

Joan King, at the community centre Friday, was overwhelmed
with the support for what began as a simple project to fill
about 80 stockings for Upper Canada Lodge, and expanded
to more than 200 stockings overflowing with gifts for seniors
at all three long-term care homes in NOTL. (Penny Coles)

Upper Canada Lodge staff appreciate community support

Penny Coles
The Local

While we hear about
some of the local initiatives
to support staff and residents
in long-term care during
the pandemic, there is also
much that goes on behind the
scenes, all of it welcome by
staft and residents.

Marg Lambert, admin-
istrator of Upper Canada
Lodge, says the regional home
has received “tremendous
support” from residents’ fam-
ilies, and the Niagara com-
munity, “that has been greatly
appreciated by all the staff and
residents at the home”

“We have received finan-
cial donations that we use for
ongoing staff appreciation

events as a way to say thank
you to our staff from the
families for their hard work
throughout the pandemic;’
she says.

The beautiful outdoor
holiday displays were made
possible because of donations
oflights and decorations from
the local community, families
and staff of the lodge.

“Members of the NOTL
Garden Club decorated our
gazebo this year with garlands
and boughs, which was great-
ly appreciated, and we also re-
ceived many Christmas cards
for our residents from stu-
dents and staft of UCL. The
stockings that the community
put together for our residents
this year is amazing. We are
so incredibly appreciative

of the amazing support at
Christmas, and all through-
out the year.”

Some of that support
comes as COVID-19 has
highlighted how challenging
the job of protecting seniors
has become. But that’s not just
a local issue, says Lambert. “I
think it is accurate to say that
the whole world now under-
stands how difficult the job is
for every staff member work-
ing in long-term care”

If there is any benefit to
come of the pandemic, she
says, its that long-term care
may finally receive funding
support to increase staffing
levels, which has been needed
for many years.

Across the region, and
the province, staffing is now

becoming a problem in hos-
pitals and long-term care
homes, as more staff become
infected in the community, or
are having to isolate because
someone in the family has
tested positive.

“I think the most difficult
part of our job right now is
every week, when we test all
of our staff for COVID-19,
we wait to see if we are going
to make it through another
week with all negative results,
and stay outbreak-free. It is a
bit nerve-racking;” says Lam-
bert.

“I think we all feel that we
have a responsibility to ensure
we are providing the best care
possible to keep our residents

Continued on page 3

Upper Canada Lodge administrator Marg Lambert, and Michael
Donaghue, resident council president, admire the stockings
stuffed to the brim and delivered by volunteers. (Photo supplied)
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Message couldn’t be more clear: stay home

Penny Coles
The Local

The  provincial an-
nouncement of a lockdown
starting Boxing Day is wel-
come news, says Dr. Musta-
fa Hirji, but he would have
liked to see it happen sooner.

“I think the timing is a
little bit too late. I think it
is perhaps a missed oppor-
tunity that they didnt an-
nounce it Friday, and that
theyre going to wait four
and a half days before it ac-
tually happens,” the Niaga-
ra acting medical officer of
health said earlier this week.

Instead, Fridays an-
nouncement included the
news that Niagara would
move into the red zone
Monday, increasing limits
on businesses this week, un-
til Boxing Day restrictions,
similar to the lockdown we
experienced in March, come
into effect.

Hirji references statis-
tics indicating that with
the current growth rate of
COVID-19 cases in On-
tario, the delay of the lock-
down by seven days adds
up to 45,000-plus new cases.
“Once theyd made the de-
cision, they shouldnt have
delayed putting it in place.
That delay means literally
tens of thousands of addi-
tional cases, and probably
hundreds of people being
hospitalized.”

With the lockdown in
place, the most important
step for Public Health is get-
ting across the message that
people really should stay
home, the way we did in the
spring, says Hirji.

“We all need to stay
home, and limit contact
with other people, so we get
the full benefit of this lock-
down, so we don't come to
the end of January and have
it extended longer, or get to
February or March where
we need to go back into
lockdown because this one
wasn't effective”

Hes concerned that
during the week of delay
between the announcement
and when the lockdown be-
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gins on Boxing Day, “some
people might rush out and
do what we asked them not
to do. It really doesn't make
a lot of sense to me. The de-
cision was that we need to
go into lockdown, and we
should have done it right
away.’

What will ultimately
bring the number of cases
down is not so much restric-
tion on businesses, which
will be closed with the ex-
ception of those which are
essential services, but having
people follow through with
the advice “to stay home and
not be out interacting with
other people. That’s what’s
really going to matter;” says
Hirj.

Niagara hospitals and
long-term care homes “are
stretched,” losing staff not
necessarily because they
have COVID-19, but like-
ly because someone in
their household is infected
and they need to isolate so
they’re not taking it to work
with them, he says.

Resources for contact
tracing have also been
stretched, and staff are not
managing to follow up on
100 per cent of the cases, he
says. “This is the first time
that’s happened”

Theyre not doing as
thorough a job as they were,
concentrating on trying
to contact everyone rather
than getting information
about patterns and trends
and how people are being
infected. “That’s informa-
tion we no longer have time
to collect,” says Hirji.

Last weekend and early
this week saw record num-
bers of cases in Niagara
Region, beginning with 126
recorded last Saturday, more
than double any other day
since the pandemic start-
ed. Sunday saw another 92
new cases, Monday 82 more.
There were just 35 new cases
on Tuesday.

In Niagara-on-the Lake,
Tuesday’s number of cases
to date reached 82, up from
71 the week before. It was
another leap after months of
slowly increasing numbers,

typically one or two a week,
and many weeks with no
new reports. One resident
was part of a hospital out-
break, and others were with-
in households, with a little
bit of spread from friends or
co-workers, very much the
same kind of pattern as ev-
erywhere else, says Hirji.

Across the region, more
than 50 per cent of the cas-
es of the last two weeks are
linked to outbreaks in long-
term care and retirement
homes, and to a lesser ex-
tent, hospitals, says Hirji.
Infection rates rise in those
settings because there are
more cases in the communi-
ty, he says.

Typically, a staff person,
or a family member who’s
visiting a loved one, has been
infected in the community
and brings it in. “When cas-
es go up in the community,
I think it's unavoidable, and
then it becomes a matter of
how we control those out-
breaks when they happen.

While visiting is restrict-
ed in long-term care homes,
it's not entirely prohibited, he
says, “and rightly so. I would
be very reluctant to say peo-
ple who are at the end of
their life are not allowed to
spend time with their loved
ones, so there is some limit-
ed visiting still happening”
Visitors and staff are being
tested regularly, he says, but
its not a foolproof method,
with a lapse in time before
results are known. “You just
can't catch 100 per cent of
the cases. And when there
are more cases in the com-
munity, there is going to be
greater risk that some infec-
tions are going to get into
the homes”

Other than those specific
outbreaks, which earlier this
week included 11 hospital
units, long-term care and
retirement homes across
the region, the spread in the
community has been simi-
lar to what we've seen in the
past few weeks, says Hirji,
involving households, peo-
ple socializing with friends,
co-workers and extended
family.
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As we head into the hol-
idays, Hirji says his over-
whelming reaction to what
is happening is sadness. “It’s
really unfortunate we're in a
situation where something
really dramatic like this is
needed to bring COVID-19
under control. I think it’s
unfortunate that there are
lots of people who are going
to really struggle through
the next four weeks with this
lockdown. There are gong to
be people who are for sure
going to be out of work and
no longer have an income.
Lots of people are going to
be struggling with social iso-
lation, and heading into the
holiday season is the worst
time for this to be happen-
ing. Lots of businesses are
going to have to shutter tem-
porarily, and many of them
are already struggling”

The lockdown needs to
happen to bring COVID
under control, he says, but
stresses its only going to
have the intended benefit
“if it’s also coupled with all
of us taking the advice to
stay home, limiting our time
outside of the home, lim-
iting our interactions with
other people. If we continue
to still interact with other
people, still find ways to visit
other people, were not go-
ing to get the benefit of the
lockdown. And if we don't

Penny Coles
The Local

With Niagara now in the
red zone, even if only for a
week, there are some changes
that have been made to pub-
lic facilities.

And more are expected
next week, Lord Mayor Betty
Disero reported during her
council update on COVID,

encouraging residents to
continue to be vigilant over
the holidays.

CAO Marnie Cluckie ex-
plained the provincial lock-
down that begins Saturday
means restrictions are sim-
ilar to the early days of the
pandemic, with nonessential
businesses closed, including
bars, restaurants and retail
locations, which may move to
takeout or curbside pickups.

Recreation facilities also
must close, although the

bring cases down welll be
in the same situation as the
UK., where they just headed
into their third lockdown, or
France, which had to extend
their lockdown?”

Hirji says front-line
workers, in public health, in
long-term care homes, and
in hospitals won't be getting
much of a break over the
holiday. “Staff in health care

are not going to have a very
happy Christmas,” he says.
But those he worries most
about are those who are
going to be out of work, or
are struggling with isolation
and mental health issues.

“I think we really need to
take the advice to heart, and
just stay home. We should be
doing it for everybody who
is impacted by COVID”

Dr. Mustafa Hirji

Town gives COVID update,
explains restrictions

good news, she said, is that
outdoor recreation amenities
such as parks, tobogganing,
outdoor skating and play-
grounds can remain open.

Grocery stores, pharma-
cies and other essential busi-
nesses will remain open, but
at 50 per cent capacity.

Indoor organized public
events and social gatherings
are prohibited, except for
members of the same house-
hold, Cluckie said.

Residents are being re-
minded “to stay home to the
fullest extent possible” Trips
outside the home are limited
to essential purposes, such as
going out for food and med-
ication, and work should be
remote, also “to the greatest
extent possible”

“We've been in a state of
emergency for nine months
now, which is bound to take
a toll on mental health,” she
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said. Look online for men-
tal health resources, “check
in on neighbours, on your
loved ones, and check in on
yourselves as well”

Fire Chief Nick Ruller
asked residents to refrain
from driving unless it’s nec-
essary.

“One of our biggest
concerns that weve had
throughout this evolving
pandemic has been the un-
intended consequences that
can occur from simple things
like nonessential travel”

That means “don’t leave
your home unless youe
leaving for groceries, access
to health care and things
along those lines;” said Rul-
ler.

“A simple motor vehicle
collision can involve several
police officers, paramedics,
and eight to 10 firefighters.
We are putting our essential
workers at risk if we don’t
abide by the recommenda-
tions of public health”

Ruller acknowledged “the
steadfast service of our vol-
unteer firefighters through-
out the pandemic,” and add-
ed, “we simply ask that you
assist us in keeping them
safe, and their families safe,
throughout this, by adhering
to public health recommen-
dations”
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Staff request: follow rules to reduce commumty cases

Continued from page 1

safe and well-cared for, but in
some ways, we have also been
more fortunate than most in
that we are still able to work
and get paid. We don't need to
worry about paying the bills
or buying groceries, which is
a concern for so many others
in the Niagara area right now.
It's not all bad”

Staff morale has been
up and down over the past
10 months, she says. “It was
scary when it started, and we
literally shut down, but we
were fortunate. We had the
ability to increase staffing and
use redeployed staft from oth-
er Niagara Region divisions”

Over the summer, she
says, “we settled into a rou-
tine, with the additional
staffing that allowed us to
really focus on our residents’
needs, but then the direc-
tion changed and families
were able to visit again” Al-
though outdoor visits were
a little nerve-racking at first,
she says, “overall things went

well” But as restrictions were
lifted, “it made the staff scared
of relaxing the visiting rules?”

They were nervous about
the increased risk of visitors or
family bringing COVID-19
into the home, which had re-
mained free of outbreaks.

“Our staff had worked so
hard to keep the virus out of
the home, and had imple-
mented so many safety pre-
cautions that we hoped would
continue to work”

They have appreciated the
diligence of families in follow-
ing the rules, of which there
were many when visiting the
home, “but I believe they un-
derstood that we were doing
everything we could to keep
our residents and staff safe”

The support from resi-
dents’ families, she says, “has
been amazing. It has been
very hard on the families as
well when they were not able
to see their loved ones, but
we continue to receive emails
and cards of support from our
current families, and in some
cases, families who no lon-

ger have anyone living in the
home”

Kristin Mechelse, pro-
gram manager at Upper
Canada Lodge, says although
the pandemic has created
challenges and the need for
changes to their day, it has
also provided opportunities
for staff to do things differ-
ently, “and demonstrate what
truly compassionate caregiv-
ers they are”

Recreation staff, for ex-
ample, she says, “have had to
completely change the way
they provide programming
opportunities for our resi-
dents. Since the pandemic
caused visitor restrictions in
our homes, our staff found
a variety of different ways to
keep our residents and family
members connected through
phone calls, Skype and Face-
Time calls, window visits,
emails and even pen pal let-
ters”

The recreation staff at
UCL stepped up “by work-
ing additional hours, learn-
ing new skills, providing not

Marg Plato, Joan King, and NOTL Community Paliative Care Service executive director Bonnie
Bagnulo help fill the stockings. Plato was adding cards made by local kids in a Town-organized
contest, with five winners’ cards printed and included in each stocking. Bagnulo was contributing
beautiful red hearts knitted by palliative care volunteers. (Photos by Penny Coles)

Bev Wiebe and Marg Plato headed to the Niagara Long Term Care Residence on Wellington
Street to deliver stockings for every resident.

Upper Canada Lodge is beautifully decorated for Christmas, thanks to donations of lights and
decorations from the local community, families and staff of the lodge. Members of the NOTL
Garden Club decorated the gazebo. (Photos supplied)

only meaningful and safe
programming opportunities,
but also emotional support,
and even hair cuts for our res-
idents”

Staft have gone “above and
beyond,” says Mechelse, “and
we are very lucky to have such
a dedicated group of staft in
all departments of our home.
I think our staff prove daily
that this is not just a job. It is
truly a passion for providing
the best care possible for our
seniors.

Asked how the public can
show their support for front-
line workers and residents in
long-term care, Lambert an-
swers, “I believe that the best
way that everyone can help is
by following the public health
guidelines of wearing a mask,
social distancing, washing
your hands frequently, and
finally staying home and only
visiting with people in your
household. I understand that
it is Christmas, but we need to
do these things to ensure that
the pandemic does not get
worse than it already is. The
more community cases grow,
the more it increases the risk
of an outbreak in our home”

In addition, she says,
when a vaccine is available to
the public, “it would be a very
good idea to get it”

Lambert says shes very
excited the vaccines are avail-
able, and that access to long-
term care staff and residents
is a priority. She'll be the first
in line to get it when it’s time,
she adds — staft will have to
be vaccinated at the hospital
where the vaccine will initial-
ly be stored. “We are currently
working on the process for
staff to get their vaccines”

Long-term care residents
will be vaccinated in the
home, once shipments of the
vaccines that don't have to be
kept frozen are available, she

adds.

Amika Verwegen and her young son Kazuhiro Versteegen were at the
community centre Friday to drop off more than 200 cards made by her
three oldest children, Kazuhiro, 3, Yuna, 8, and Nova Versteegen, 9,
along with neighbourhood kids Taleah Bucciachio, 10, Ella Wiens, 10,
Naomi Wiens, 10, and Owen Nzouankeu, 11. Verwegen heard about
King’s stocking project and wanted to help by having hand-made cards
for each stocking. When she heard how many, she says, she enlisted
the help of other kids, and they got it done.

Joan King shows off local author Bobbie Kalman'’s book, Refu-
gee Child, a story of her experiences as a young girl during the
1956 Hungarian Revolution. It includes three chapters about a
very beautiful Christmas, when the very generous and kind peo-
ple her family stayed with in Austria ensured she and her family
had everything they could have asked for, and more. Kalman
donated several books for the stockings.
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Old Town entrance improvement project moving forwar

Penny Coles
The Local

Gerry Kowalchuk wants the
quaint, historic Old Town of
Niagara-on-the-Lake to leave a
lasting impression on visitors,
and after doing some research
on similar towns around the
world, decided the best way to
accomplish that is to create an
impressive focal point for peo-
ple to see as they arrive.

He wants that to be his gift
to the town he and his wife have
come to love.

His goal became to create a
“striking” entrance on Queen
Street, a rejuvenation of the
gateway to the Old Town, he
says. He envisions a “symbolic
representation” that will com-
plement and enhance the town's
image with “landscaping excel-
lence which reflects innovation
and creativity”

Other than that, he says he
has no idea of what it should or
will look like — that is a job for
experts. He is also clear “there
is nothing wrong with what is
there,” but believes the import-
ant site could be improved with
the help of a landscape architect
firm.

Kowalchuk, who moved
to NOTL a little more than a
decade ago, says he is grateful
for how his life has unfolded.
As a way of paying forward to
help others, in 2014, he set up
a family fund with the Niagara
Community Foundation. In

This 2019 photo shows the area to be rejuvenated, including the landscaping and the directional sign. (Photos supplied)

explaining his philanthropic
endeavours through the foun-
dation, he says he learned a
strong work ethic and frugality
from his parents, and through
his early experiences, the value
of “connecting with people;” all
of which led to a variety of op-
portunities that culminated in a
career as an investment advisor,
from which he is now retired.
The fund, which he man-
ages with one of his daughters,
was created to help people in
need achieve their goals, but
Kowalchuk says he began some
time ago to think long and hard
about a donation he could be-
queath to the town in his will.
He initially envisioned it being
spent on a community project
after he was gone, but then de-
cided hed like to see it happen

while hes still alive, and can be
involved in the project.

His first step, in the fall of
2019, was to ask Lord Mayor
Betty Disero to stop by for a chat
at his Rye Street home, where
he briefly outlined his idea for a
rejuvenation of the existing en-
trance to the Old Town, making
it clear he was offering $250,000
to fund the project.

Disero set up a meeting with
some town staff, and the project
moved forward, following a sug-
gestion that Kowalchuk make a
presentation to the towns Com-
munities in Bloom committee,
which he did, in December.

In January, 2020, councillors
agreed with a CIB committee
recommendation in favour of
the project, to be financed by
the Gerald Kowalchuk Family

The Town of Niagara-on-the-Lake, through its contractor CRL
Campbell Construction Ltd., will be commencing with the removal
and replacement of a road crossing culvert on Mississagua Street
between Johnson Street and Gage Street. The work is scheduled
from January 4 through April 30, 2021.

The section of road over the structure will be closed to all through
traffic for the duration of construction.

A detour route will be provided around the site for traffic. This
closure is necessary to facilitate a shorter construction schedule for
the construction of the structure.

Emergency Services will have limited access during this closure.

Any inquiries concerning this project may be directed to Mike
Komljenovic, Engineering Supervisor for the Town of Niagara-on-

the-Lake.

Your co-operation is appreciated.

Fund. They also approved the
formation of the Queen/Mis-
sissauga Project, a CIB subcom-
mittee, to create terms of refer-
ence and a work plan for the site.

That committee, which is
now close to recommending the
hiring of a landscape architect
firm, includes two councillors,
John Wiens and Wendy Chero-
pita; CIB representatives Janet
Trogden and Janice Johnston;
and residents Alex Topps and
Bill Clark.

Kevin Turcotte, the town
director of operations, and J.B.
Hopkins, parks supervisor, have
been included in committee
discussions and have been very
helpful, says Kowalchuk.

After several meetings be-
tween last January and March, it
became clear the most import-
ant task was identifying quali-
fied landscape architect firms
and determine how to move
forward with gathering expres-
sions of interest in the project,
says Kowalchuk. Having Topps,
aretired member ofalandscape
architect firm, on the commit-
tee, proved to be helpful.

When COVID struck in
March, committee meetings
were cancelled, and only re-
sumed in October by video
conference calls. Since then, sig-
nificant progress has been made
despite the pandemic, he says.

After  narrowing  their
search down to three firms, and
interviewing them, they expect
to make a choice at their Jan. 5
committee meeting, based in

Gerry Kowalchuk

part on the work samples each
has submitted.

“Seeing their work product
has given me a handle on their
capabilities;” he says.

He hopes they will have ap-
proval from council soon after,
and after awarding the contract,
could see work begin on a de-
sign in February.

Each firm that has sub-
mitted a bid has committed to
doing a number of conceptual
drawings, three at minimum,
should they be hired. From
there, says Kowalchuk, he has
confirmed the committee can
look at all the elements in the
drawings and if necessary, can
choose which elements they
would like to see incorporated
in a final design.

“I think we will have a lot of

possibilities, and with the help
of Kevin and J.B., we, as a com-
mittee, will make a decision”

A second bid will go out,
likely next spring, for a con-
struction company to carry out
the work, which will be over-
seen by the landscape architect
firm as contract administrator,
says Kowalchuk.

The tentative timeline he has
set out has construction begin-
ning next September, after the
end of the 2021 tourist season,
with planting to follow in the
spring of 2022, and completion
by June, in time for the next in-
flux of tourists.

Although its a long way off
from completion, he says, its
best to take the time to get it
right, and hes “proud to be the
donor of this project”

Dr. Kevin Clark and
Dr. Rebecca Zabek-Clark
Dentists
and their registered
Dental Hygiene Team

369 MARY STREET
NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE

www.niagaradental.ca
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905-468-3009

Linda Attoe, RP
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Local artist contributes paintings for Chrlstmas

Penny Coles
The Local

Local artist Kevin Con-
way doesn't sell his work, he
gives it away.

Or if he does sell it, the
money is donated to causes
that are important to him.

This Christmas, he has
chosen to donate paintings
to Newark Neighbours.

Conway says, “for years,
I volunteered at the Daily
Bread Food Bank in To-
ronto, and know first hand
what life is like for people
needing assistance”

The cheerful, bright-
ly-coloured paintings will
beasurprise,and a welcome
gift for those in NOTL who
will receive them with their
Christmas food and gifts,
says Newark Neighbours
chair Laura Gibson.

In the past, he has given

paintings to the Romero
House in Toronto for refu-
gees, and more recently to
support programs for stu-
dents with autism.

After not painting for 35
years, Conway picked up a
brush again in 2017, after
cancer forced him to slow

down. His first exhibit was
at the Niagara-on-the-Lake
Public Library in 2018,
where he sold paintings to
raise money for York Uni-
versity’s autism  students
support program, which he
founded in 2014.

A percentage of his sales

was also donated to the li-
brary.

Most of his acrylic
paintings are done in a stu-
dio at the back of his NOTL
home.

For more information
about Conway visit https://
www.kconwayart.com/

Pat Hicks, Pat Fryer, Laura Gibson, Susan Sparrow-Mace, Suzanne Vaillant, and Elaine Baitinger, Newark Neighbours volunteers, display some of the paintings donated by artist Kevin
Conway, to go with the Christmas gifts and food boxes that were delivered Tuesday. (Penny Coles)
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Look for joy, and find it all around you

Here we are in the midst of
what for many is usually the
happiest time of year, yet were
surrounded by bad news that
seems to get worse by the day.

Its difficult to watch TV
news, and not be depressed
and overwhelmed by all we
see and hear. The numbers of
COVID cases are climbing all
around us, and were hearing a
sense of urgency in the warn-
ings were receiving from all
levels of government.

The pleas to stay home and
interact only with our own
household are hard for all of
us to hear.

The requests come this
last week before the holidays,
the busiest time of year, and
may be challenging. This is
likely especially true for those
with young families, who feel
a responsibility to make every
Christmas the best ever, who
are accustomed to a Christmas
that includes extended family,
tables overflowing with food,
gifts brightly wrapped, all of
which is problematic when
we're asked not to shop, not to
gather, not to go out at all.

And even worse, those
who may be facing lay-offs
and losing their income.

Its heart-breaking for all
who were looking forward to
the traditional family gather-
ings over the holidays, who
know that others will be hurt-
ing, and that those who live
alone and are already feeling
isolated will find this next
month even more distressing.

Ontario, we're told, has the
lowest number of cases per

100,000 in North America.
That should be good news, but
all it really does is highlight
how much worse it is in other
areas of the country, and that
wee not alone.

The provincial decision to
announce a lockdown Mon-
day to be implemented Sat-
urday has received criticism
from all sides. Some believe
the lockdown is too restrictive.
Others believe it should have
come sooner, and many ques-
tion the call for action, but
only after a warning period to
give businesses time to adjust,
and during that time, allow for
COVID to continue to spread
at alarming rates. Intended or
not, it also gives shoppers time
to finish their shopping, a con-
tradiction to the message to
stay home.

If COVID-19 has taught
us anything, its to focus on
all that is positive, and cherish
what is important in life. Fam-
ily and friends. Love and com-
passion. Tolerance. If we look
for it, its all around us, but eas-
ier for some to recognize than
others.

That provides us with
the opportunity to help oth-
ers who are struggling to feel
loved, to find joy, to experi-
ence the goodwill the season
typically delivers. It doesn't
take much. Maybe a phone
call, a surprise gift left by their
door, letting them know we
are thinking about them and
we care.

Our wish for everyone at
this time of year: health, hap-
piness, joy, kindness, love . . .

all we would wish for you ev-
ery year, all year.

But of course this isn't like
any other year, and we also
wish for that light at the end
of the tunnel to draw near, for
all of us to remember we will
get there sooner if we restrain
ourselves now, and to keep fo-
cusing on the time when we
can be together again, safely,
with the worst of this pandem-
ic in our rear-view mirror.

Our thanks to all of our
readers and advertisers who
have supported us, as we come
close to wrapping up just our
second year in sharing your
stories and helping your busi-
nesses get your messages out
to the community. There is
no doubt it has been a tough
year, nothing any of us would
have ever dreamed of a short
year ago, when we first started
hearing about this novel coro-
navirus that was emerging so
far away.

We wouldn't be here with-
out the overwhelming support
we have felt from a communi-
ty we love and respect.

At The Local, our goal has
always been to bring you the
good news of all the great peo-
ple and events in our commu-
nity, to unite our community,
and in the face of adversity, we
feel privileged to have been
able to to that. It's never been
difficult to find examples of
goodness and love, especially
approaching the holidays, de-
spite celebrating them in the
midst of a pandemic.

Please, make the most of
the days ahead, and if there

View from the couch

Donald Combe
Special to The Local

The Dressmaker (2015
Netflix) is a stunning film
focusing on revenge, and
that has everything in abun-
dance. It is probably way too

much, but I was transfixed
with disbelief and mesmer-
ized at the twists and turns
the plot was taking me. Kate
Winslet is astonishing; it was
all astonishing. See it. You'll
never forget the adventure.
Donald Combe is a retired

English teacher who loves
to go to movies. Until he re-
sumes going to theatres, he
has graciously agreed to share
his opinions, through ‘short
and sweet” exclusives, of
Netflix series and movies for
The Local.
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is anything any one of us can
do to help make them easier,
reach out. Friends, neigh-
bours, were all here for each
other, and together we can be
strong and get through this, as
we did last spring, and so we
won't have to do it again.

We all look forward to a

a better year, a different year,
in 2021, likely to have its own
share of unknowns for us to
navigate. At the same time,
we can be grateful for the
lessons we will carry with us
from 2020; that times of need
open opportunities for the
community to come together

to help one another; that we
need little of material things;
and that our greatest pleasures
come from family, friends, and
the simple things life presents
when we look for them.

Penny Coles
The Local

Feeling of unity and caring
continues through COVID

Lord Mayor Betty Disero
Special to The Local

The Dictionary.com says the
peoples choice for word of the
year is “unprecedented”

Every day, every week, the
way we live changed. As the
waves of COVID-19 swept
through the community, a whole
range of emotions was felt by ev-
eryone daily: happiness, anger,
frustration, worry, concern, car-
ing. Yes, it was unprecedented,
but in my mind the word roller-
coaster suits. It certainly took a
toll on our emotional health.

There was one thing that has
stayed consistent throughout
2020: the feeling of unity and
caring for each other. Together
we have worked to protect each
other, set up safe scenarios for
our family, friends and neigh-
bours to shop, walk, visit and
meet virtually, make generous
donations and wear masks. For
this, [ am truly happy.

Through this whirlwind of
emotional stress, the work of
council and staff continued, in-
cluding planning for the future,
completing outstanding issues
and keeping the budget implica-
tions to a minimum.

While the restrictions with
COVID made a lot of commu-
nity consultation challenging,
council actively listened when
concerns were brought forward

DISTRESS CENTRE
For depression,
distress and crisis.
24 hour help line:

905-688-3711

MENTAL HEALTH
AND ADDICTIONS
ACCESS
(Toll Free)

1-866-550-5205

GAMBLER’S
ANONYMOUS

905-351-1616

by members of the communi-
ty. While some of the council
conversations may have seemed
a little divisive or conflicting,
when you take a deep breath and
remember that everyone wants
what is best for the town, you be-
gin to overlook any discord.

Council worked with both
urban areas and the farming
community to bring forward
an Official Plan that protected
both the heritage of our villages
and the workable acreage of our
farms.

Council heard the public
when putting the economic
framework and strategic plan in
place, prioritizing existing busi-
nesses, trying to encourage new
families to our town and sup-
porting initiatives for seniors.

Council approved parks
improvements in many areas of
town after staff held public con-
sultations.

Our staff have worked hard
to mitigate the financial impli-
cations of COVID-19 for 2020
and the finance and audit com-
mittee have worked with staff to
minimize the impact to the 2021
budget.

It looks like 2021 may bring
with it the beginning of the end
of the pandemic. A vaccine is
on the way, and hopefully the
restrictions that are in place to-
day will help bring the numbers
down, so we can get some relief.
Retired General Rick Hillier says
it will take a year and then some
to complete all the vaccines, but
as more and more people get
vaccinated there will be some

respite.

At council and Town Hall,
our work will continue. We will
finish the last of the master plans
such as the tourism, transporta-
tion and irrigation plans. We will
then have an idea of where we
are going as a town long-term,
how we want to get there and
what the costs will be. We must
put in place the budget princi-
ples and actions to create that
sustainable budget we all want.
With the help of our staff, we will
do just that.

As we get ready to celebrate
the holidays, there is one more
emotion I want to talk about and
that is gratitude.

I am thankful every day for
support of so many communi-
ty members. [ am thankful my
mother and the rest of my family
is healthy. I am thankful we have
not had any outbreaks in our
long-term care facilities. I am
thankful our farming communi-
ty watched out for their workers
and all of us the thoughtful way
they did.

I am thankful to the many
organizations that care so much
about everyone and everything
in our community. I am thankful
for a hard-working council and a
dedicated, devoted town staff.

But mostly I am thankful to
be living in this wonderful town
with all of you. Being grateful
releases my stress and gets me
through the day.

I wish you all good health
and great joy this holiday season
and for 2021! Merry Christmas
everyone.

Letters! We want letters!

If you have a letter to the editor you'd like to see
published, please send it to penny@notllocal.
com. Please try to keep it to about 350 words.
Sorry, but we won’t publish anonymous letters.
The deadline is Monday at noon.

NEED HELP? MAKE THE CALL

KIDS HELP PHONE
Service for youth
416-586-5437

1-800-668-6868
(Crisis Line)
kidshelpphone.ca

ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS

Meetings every
Wednesday evening
8 p.m.to 2 p.m.
St. Mark’s Parish Hall
41 Byron St., NOTL
or find a meeting

9205-682-2140

ASSAULTED
WOMEN'’S
HELPLINE
Mobile calls to:

#SAFE (#7233)

1-866-863-0511

(Toll Free)

CRIME STOPPERS
1-800-222-8477

(TIPS)
niagaratips.com

Text 274637 (CRIMES),

keyword: Niagara,
then your tip
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What’s happening to world’s ecosystems during COVID-19?

Owen Bjorgan
Special to The Local

Every day, we are barraged
with new information regard-
ing the pandemic, politics,
and other developments from
around the world.

But wait. Around the
world? What about ecosystem
degradation on the other side
of the world?

Its all Ontario and Can-
ada, and rightfully so, as we
need to focus on what we can
do to maximize safety in our
regions. The pandemic and
its unending statistics are one
thing, but what about globally
important ecosystems being
removed behind the scenes
while we’re on our screens —
in other countries?

While the media has us
hyper-focused on the home
front, I can't help but wonder
what might be happening with
the rest of the world. What's
happening in Egypt? Malay-
sia? Nigeria? Chile?

It appears that the pan-
demic has been used as an op-
portune moment to pass bills
which don't relate to the virus.
Case in point, we have On-
tarios most recent move, dis-
guised in a COVID recovery
budget (Bill 229), which aims
to remove powers from con-
servation authorities across
the province. We will see less
protection to our fragile re-
maining ecosystems, while
conservation authority boards
become populated by local

politicians, and developers
can get an easier second look
at sensitive developments.

But that’s just Ontario.

As glad as I was to see that
this issue caught some traction
in recent weeks, it is already
fading away. As we talk about
case counts, legislation is mov-
ing forward to further wreck
the very natural heritage that
keeps us healthy, and on a
global level, protects us from
viruses.

So, if that's what is hap-
pening in the environmental
sector in Ontario alone, what
are we not aware of around the
world? And why does it matter
to us, here in Ontario?

I picture developing na-
tions strung across the tropics.
Imagine governments which
are financially hungry with
little regard for biodiversity, let
alone humane working condi-
tions. A rainforest is standing
timber. A mountainside is a
mine. A river is to be dammed.
Many governments of devel-
oping nations have complete
oversight and regulation on
how they treat their natural re-
sources, sometimes, at a costly
and unsustainable rate.

From what I've seen here
in NOTL and Niagara alike,
were no better on a smaller
scale. We've lost 90 per cent of
our original forest cover and
wetlands.

I predict well see profit
overshadowing  biodiversity
at a global scale over the next
few years, in an effort to offset
economic losses caused by the
pandemic.

Protecting the diversity of
species present in our com-
munities only strengthens the

ecosystem services which na-
ture provides for residents of
NOTL, such as flood control,
carbon sequestration, and
contributions to fertile soils.

I painfully envision fam-
ilies around the world, des-
perate to make a living. Were
talking real poverty and a need
for food to sustain the family.
The amount of unchecked
rainforest clearing and burn-
ing in the next couple years is
likely to be enormous. A head-
line of such losses isn't likely to
make it to the forefront during
the coming couple of years.

Instead, we will likely live
with the effects of such deci-
sions in these regions, where
a few are reaping massive
benefits from natural resource
exploitation, no matter how
irresponsibly executed.

Is it on the minds of work-
ers? To care for a rainforest, a
gecko, or an orangutan, when
you have a family to feed and
a government who feels the
need to recover quickly? From
a nation’s perspective, if you've
been economically rocked by
COVID, why not just tap into
your natural resources? Can
you blame them? Its a pro-
found situation.

To remove your nation’s
natural resources aggressive-
ly in the name of economic
rebuild and financial desper-
ation is simply pouring gaso-
line on an even bigger fire that
is yet to be lit.

And so, we will continue
to pick away at the global body
of biodiversity as a unit of one.
We just won't see it happening
amidst the currently closed
world.

Rainforests and tropical

Tell us what you’ve learned in 2020

As we enter 2021, wed love to hear from our readers about anything positive

you're taking away from 2020. It has been a challenging holiday season for many,

but are there benefits you've discovered about the changes in your lifestyles?

Perhaps a different way of prioritizing what's important to you?
Please share your insights by emailing penny@notllocal.

humidity in Africa dictates
how hurricanes form and hit
the Americas. The ArctiC’s
rising temperatures influence
Western Europe’s climate pat-
terns. The increasing tempera-
ture of the Coral Sea can ramp
up Australia’s cyclone season.

As we continue to fo-
cus with the best intentions
on whats happening in our
backyard during a legitimate
health crisis, we should also be
mindful of what forces are at
play overseas to our ultimate
protector.

It has been postulated that

this time is the final wake-up
call to address climate change
with the same intense re-
sponse weve done with the
pandemic. However, because
the effects of climate change
are slow-motion and hard to
distinguish, it doesn’t seem to
be as urgent an issue.

The U.S. election this year
briefly brought up the idea of
transitioning to green energy
at a national scale, and away
from fossil fuels. It's becoming
a conversation here in Canada,
too, considering we could see
an election pop up in the next

year. Funny how we wait until
election time to discuss such
prevalent issues.

The transition to green,
renewable energy had its plat-
form laid out for us decades
ago. Amidst the need for sharp
economic rebound, I hope we
can collectively stay focused
on our environment as well.

I love talking about cars in
terms of biodiversity. You may
not know, or be able to see,
how I'm removing air from
your back right tire, but youre
sure to find out soon enough.
You just didn't see me there.

Rare ecosystems around the world, including southern Ontario’s Carolinian Forest wetlands,
are now at greater risk during the pandemic. (Owen Bjorgan)

— LFTTERS

Thanks to a generous community

Reflecting back on a
simple request to have inter-
ested people fill a stocking
for the seniors in long-term
care made me realize what
a truly caring and very kind
community I live in. The
generosity, thoughtfulness,
and outpouring of help
was overwhelming. All the

thought that was put into
giving those ‘special’ items
was heartwarming.

Each and everyone who
contributed can be happy
to know you have brought
pleasure to one of the NOTL
seniors in long-term care
at this magical time of the
year. The spirit of giving was

certainly alive in our com-
munity.

Thank you for being a
part of this simple yet mean-
ingful request.

Happy Christmas and a
healthy 2021.

Stay safe,
Joan King
Queenston

Correction

The name underneath the letter ‘Waste of time and money’ on page 7 of last
weeK’s edition of The Local was incorrect. We sincerely apologize to both Lezlie
Wade, who did not write the letter and does not agree with the content, and to Jim
Howard, who did write the letter.
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Two local families responsible for mystery art

Penny Coles
The Local

The mystery of the out-
door, lamp-post artwork has
been solved.

Amika Verwegen and her
children, with her neighbour
Fabienne Nzouankeu and her
son, are responsible for creat-
ingand hanging 32 Christmas
paintings throughout their
Old Town neighbourhood
that includes The Promenade,
and Rye, Green, Flynn, Char-
lotte and Paffard Streets.

“We are so grateful to be
living in this beautiful little
town, and our amazing neigh-
bourhood around Charlotte
Street;” says Verwegen.

“We are two families with
four artistic children and
their mothers. Together we
came to an idea to spread
love around for the holidays.
All we imagined was that it
would bring a smile to our
friendly neighbours going for

their daily walk, or driving by
the streets;” she says.

“I don't think any one of
us realized how much joy it
would bring, and it made us
very happy to bring light into
everyone else’s hearts”

Verwegen says thanks
to the workshop elves Opa
(Herman Versteegen) and
Jonathan Nzouankeu, who
cut the plywood on which
the kids created their Christ-
mas paintings, and drilled the
holes to help hang them. The
kids used whatever time they
could find outside of school,
over the course of about a
week.

Verwegens three older
children, Nova, Yuna, and
Kazuhiro Versteegen, along
with Owen Nzouankeu, were
the “future Banksys” (refer-
ring to the famous anony-
mous British street artist) the
Niagara Pumphouse Arts
Centre was trying to identify.
And they were indeed, with

the aid of their moms, trying
to make their neighbourhood
streets a little merrier.

Verwegen, with Fern, her
baby girl, and Fabienne snuck
out after dark one evening,
and spent about two hours
hanging the paintings, man-
aging to do so without being
caught.

Thankfully, says Verwe-
gen, the paintings remain un-
touched.

She understands this will
be a challenging holiday for
many, especially the seniors
in her neighbourhood, and
says she feels blessed.

She and her four children
live with her in-laws, Her-
man and Eva Versteegen,
and so will be able to enjoy
Christmas together, which is
a blessing for all of them. “Ev-
erybody will be together;” she
says.

The Versteegens, who
have lived in NOTL for about
50 years, get to watch little

Fern and their other grand-
children grow up, and Ver-
wegen is grateful to be sur-
rounded by family.

The  paintings  were
Christmas-themed, but one
that was really important to
her daughter Yuna, says Ver-
wegen, was the one of a cat.

“She told me all the people
walk their dogs on the street,
but there are lots of cats at
home. She wanted a cat in a
painting for the street, where
all the dogs walk”

Verwegen says she and
her kids try to go for a walk
every day, and they see their
neighbours outside. “They
mean a lot to us, and give us a
lot of joy. It’s nice to give them
a smile, not just at Christmas,
but all year”

Lisa Andreana, chair of
the Niagara Pumphouse Arts
Centre, lives in the neigh-
bourhood.

“I was enjoying my walk
when I came across not just

Fabienne Nzouankeu and Amika Verwegen slipped out one
evening after dark to attach the mystery art to lamp posts
around their neighbourhood. (Photos supplied)

one, but a series of Christ-
mas-themed artwork hang-
ing on the lamp posts. What
a lovely gesture to give to the
community at a time when
we need it most, says An-
dreana. “T was pleasantly sur-
prised by this impromptu art

show that brought a smile to
my face”

As a reward for promot-
ing art in the community, the
Pumphouse has offered com-
plimentary memberships to
the arts centre for the two
families.

Nova Versteegen was one of four kids
whose paintings brighten up their neigh-

bourhood.

1010 Ling 2, MUTL 905459

Yuna Versteegen particularly wanted a paint-
ing of a cat displayed, since they are not often

seen on the street, as dogs are daily.
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WINE

Wine Boutique and Tasting Bar
Open for Purchasing!
Order Online for Curbside Pick-
up and FREE NOTL Delivery
Visit our website to place your
order or check our store hours.
We will be CLOSED
December 25th and 26th.

B0y CarolinaGallarg
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Owen Nzouankeu helped the Versteegen
kids create 32 Christmas paintings to display

in their neighbourhood.
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1573 Four Mile Creek Rd., Virgil | 905.468.2412
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Not to be left out, Kazuhiro Versteegen, 3,
also contributed to the 32 paintings.

. OFEN_

Open to the public until
Thursday, December 24th
7:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

We will be closed until
Monday, January 4th - giving our
elves a bit of a rest before we start

curbside again. We will be resuming
curbside pickup and free on-site/home
delivery starting Monday, January 4th

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Our new hours for

January -

Monday to Friday

8a.m.to 4 p.m.
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Making noise!

Residents on Shaw’s Lane appreciate all the time and
dedication of all the front-line workers around the world
during the pandemic, says photographer Rene Berts-
chi, and showed their gratitude with this little serenade
with different instruments Saturday evening. The Town
asked residents to ‘Make Some Noise,” and Shaw’s
Lane residents, including Jean-Guy DesRochers, Sheila
Ashton, Monika Baldwin, Ann Holcomb, Allan Magnac-
ca, Patti Knipe, and Raymonde DesRochers obliged.
(Rene Bertschi)

Volunteer firefighters
made some noise Satur-
day evening, using their
sirens to show gratitude
to front-line workers.
Trucks and firefighters
at the Queenston fire-
hall joined the Town-or-
ganized event, as did
Pat Conlon across the
street from the firehall.
(Fred Mercnik)

| UXURYREALESTATE.COM

WHO’S WHO IN LUXURY REAL ESTATE

1994 Limited Real Estate Brokerage

2 CONFEDERATION DRIVE
$929,000

MLS 40022342 * Thomas Elltoft

144 RIVERBEACH
$1,279,000

MLS 30827401  Viviane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

6 LUTHER AVENUE
$425,000

MLS 40046439 e Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

53 MILLPOND ROAD
$972,500

Exclusive ® Randall Armstrong

15 SAMUEL STREET
$1,059,000

MLS 40022549 e Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

91 RICARDO STREET
$1,310,000

MLS 40031280  Christopher Bowron
and Nicole Vanderperk

15 WYCKLIFFE AVE
$575,000

MLS 40049661 e Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

1623 LAKESHORE ROAD
$1,998,000

MLS 40023649 e Viviane Elltoft and Thomas Elltoft

33 ANGELS DRIVE
$1,439,900

MLS 40038057 » Thomas Elltoft and Christine Bruce

728 CHARLOTTE STREET
$799,000

MLS 40044112  Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

16 SHEPPARD CRESCENT
$1,149,000

MLS 30821051  Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

548 NIAGARA BOULEVARD
$2,195,000

MLS 4003440  Thomas Elltoft and Kim Elltoft

Christopher Bowron***.....905-468-2269
Kim Elltoft** .905-380-8011
Randall Armstrong* .905-651-2977
Victoria Bolduc* .905-941-3726
Philip Bowron*. .905-348-7626
Bonnie Grimm* ....905-468-1256

....905-941-4585
..905-468-2142
..905-380-8012
..905-941-0276
..905-685-2458

...905-328-9703

905-401-4240
..905-933-4983
..905-933-4983

...289- 213-8681

Linda Williams*
Caroline Polgrabia
Patricia Atherton*
Weston Miller*...

Nicole Vanderperk*....
Viviane Elltoft*
Thomas Elltoft*....
Cheryl Carmichael*.
Sarah Gleddie*.

Christine Bruce ***Broker of Record ** Broker *Sales Representative

109 Queen Street 905-468- 3205 e St. Davids Office 905-262-6996
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45th annual Penguin Dip cancelled due to COVID

Penny Coles
The Local

Chris Bjorgan, organizer
of the annual Penguin Dip
on Boxing Day in Niagara-
on-the-Lake, likes a crisp,
cold day for the fundraising
swim.

This year, he would have
been happy whatever the
weather, instead of cancel-
ling what would have been
the 45th annual dip into the
frigid water of Ball's Beach.

It's especially disappoint-
ing to have to cancel a mile-
stone year, and will be the
first time since the first dip
that the annual tradition
hasn’t occurred, says Bjor-
gan.

In the years since the

swim became a fundrais-
er for Red Roof Retreat,
founded by his sister-in-law
Steffanie Bjorgan, the mile-
stone anniversaries have
been the best, bringing out
a bigger crowd of swimmers
and spectators, and raising
much-needed funds for the
organization which pro-
vides overnight care and day
programs for children and
young adults with special
needs.

“Most years we pass a
hat, and maybe raise about
$1,000,” he says. “This was
going to be a big one”

Coun. Clare Cameron
and her husband Macken-
zie decided to experience
the Penguin Dip for the first
time last year, and took their

Organizer Chris Bjorgan (red shirt, centre), with a group of about 20 swimmers on Boxing Day, 2019, says this will be the
first year the traditional event has not occurred since the original dip. (File photo)

three dips with the veterans.  fortunately it doesn’t have to
To become a member of be consecutive years.

the NOTL Penguin Club, Both said they were up

they’ll have to repeat that for the challenge, deter-

two more years, although mined to become official

New Year’s Levee cancelled

The Jan. 1 New Year’s Levee at Navy Hall, a 30 year tra-
dition hosted by Parks Canada and the Friends of Fort
George, has been cancelled. The annual event draws
large crowds of people who come out to meet with friends,
neighbours and dignitaries who offer official New Year
greetings. The firing of a cannon across the Niagara Riv-
er toward Fort Niagara, last year with honorary cannon-
eer Bill Ashburn, is the crowd-pleasing finale of the event.
“2021 would have been our 31st annual New Year’s Day
Levee, and we are extremely disappointed to have to
cancel this event,” says Friends of Fort George executive
director. “The Friends of Fort George and Parks Canada
staff would like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday,
and we hope to be able to celebrate the new year with
everyone in 2022.”

Penguins, and Bjorgan says
this year the Camerons said
they would help out with the
fundraising for Red Roof.

“I thought this year wed
have in the range of 60 peo-
ple,” says Bjorgan.

His brother Lorne was
one of the originals, and
there are swimmers, includ-
ing Lorne, who will take
part in the anniversary dips,
although they are no longer
regulars. Chris was hoping
this would be such a year.

Chris, 63 years old and
retired since last February,
is a regular participant in the
dip. He said a few years ago,
a lack of publicity meant a
particularly small crowd
came out on Boxing Day,
but the numbers have been
slowly increasing, and this
could have been a banner

year.

Last year saw 20 swim-
mers and a large crowd to
watch.

But COVID, especially
with the recent increase in
cases, makes it impossible to
hold a safe event, he says.

Although swimmers
could have spread out and
kept their distance, mov-
ing into lockdown Boxing
Day morning would have
meant breaking the rules.
And physical distancing in
a trailer between three dips
to make it an official event
would have been impossible.

“It would have also been
difficult with the number of
spectators who would have
shown up;” he says. “T would
feel so bad if someone be-
comes ill from something I
had a hand in arranging”

Wshing you a
pleabanﬂwlulay
andgwcbspeedzom'

ANDREWS LAW
PROFESSIONAL
CORPORATION

Barristers & Solicitors

Real Estate ® Wills ® Business
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Colouring with love
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Maanak Malhotra, winner of The Local colouring contest for children five and under, receives a beautiful gift from Megan McLean of Maple Leaf Fudge, and Sirena Gill, winner
for six-to-10 year-old category, receives hers from Phil Leboudec of Phil’s valu-mart. The Local thanks the two businesses who contributed prizes, and the many children who

submitted their artwork. (Karen Skeoch)
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be closing on
pecember 2
for remodeling JOHN BALD
and will re-open on BROKER
January 6. TEAM LEADER
2021. 905 984 1110

LOLITA HALE
SALES
REPRESENTATIVE
905 380 6410
LIFETIME NOTL
RESIDENT

www.johnbald.com | team@johnbald.com | 905.984.1110

Custom built, almost 4500 sqft. of luxury living overlooking
the Niagara River. Over 1 acre lot, dramatic views, top
quality finishes, walk out lower, designer gourmet kitchen,
luxury master, 3 car garage and private dock.

MLS# 4080639 | Asking $4,699,000

This 3+1 bedroom home offers 4000 sqft. of living
space on 2 levels. Gleaming hardwood floors,
spacious kitchen with granite counters/stainless steel
appliances/centre island. Formal Dining Rm. Large
master with walk-in/5-piece ensuite. Fully fenced
backyard. Inmaculate and move-in ready!

MLS# XH4094188 | Asking $1,149,000
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The Christmas Angel

Sharon Frayne
Special to The Local

There was a snowstorm
on Christmas Eve, and an
argument in our house. By
the time we finished din-
ner and Mom settled the
younger kids with Grand-
ma, everyone was upset.
When she drove me into
the crowded church park-
ing lot, we were late. It was
almost time for the pag-
eant, and my special role as
the Little Christmas Angel.

The teacher had shown
everyone beautiful pic-
tures of the Nativity by
famous artists, so we un-
derstood exactly how the
scene should look. Mary
would wear a blue hooded
cape, and Joseph would be
in red. They would wrap
the naked Baby Jesus in a
white cloth. A bright white
spotlight would shine on
them. Everyone else stayed
in the background. Wed
rehearsed for weeks after
Sunday School so it would
be perfect.

My grandmother had
made me a beautiful an-
gel costume, with a long
white gown, gauzy wings
and a gold tinsel halo. I
could hardly wait to stand
on the raised platform in
the background, behind

the Holy Family at centre
stage. Our choir would sing
Angels We Have Heard on
High. 1 practised spread-
ing my wings and gently
flapping them to cool the
baby’s face.

I thought God would
probably watch from high
above the overhead lights
and smile. God would
know I was serious about
my responsibilities. In my
six years on Earth, this
would be the most thrilling
thing that ever happened.

When I arrived in the
church basement where
everyone assembled to go
onstage, chaos reigned. My
gown and wings were gone!
Frantically, I tugged on the
choir director’s robe and
fearfully asked where they
were.

Then I learned a sad
truth. Because I was late,
theyd assigned my cos-
tume and role to someone
else. There was no place left
for me.

“Go sit in the audience
with your mother and
watch,” said the director.

I was stunned.

It was Moms fault we
were late, and shed ruined
my Christmas Eve. More
than anything, I wanted to
be a glorious angel! As I sat
cross-legged on the cold,

'o;ff f/ff/ /
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tiled floor, tears spilled
down my face and left salty
tracks on my cheeks.

A kindly  Sunday
School teacher offered an
old striped bathrobe, and
the handle from a floor
mop. She said I could be a
shepherd standing in the
background. I reluctantly
accepted, and tied a rope
around my waist to hitch
up the oversized gown.
It smelled like cigarettes.
The gorgeous angels orga-
nized to go on stage while
I stared, sick with envy. As
the pageant began, every-
one forgot about me.

From behind the red
velvet curtains, I watched
the entire cast assemble
before a packed audience.
Ooh! Ahh! A polite round
of applause broke out as
they took their places.

I had no lines or direc-
tions to follow, and wan-
dered onto the stage in an
improvised solo perfor-
mance. Strolling about, I
pretended to search for
something — sheep, per-
haps?

“Baaaaah, baaaaah . . .
here, sheep, sheep, sheep”
Feigning  concern, I
checked my Mickey-Mouse
watch. Did the old-time

Continued on page 13
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I_-\nger, disappointment turns to love

Continued from page 12

shepherds wear watches?
When I heard a few gig-
gles from the front row, it
occurred to me I'd made a
mistake.

It was crowded at the
back of the stage, and im-
possible to find a place to
stand. The Wise Men, in
their fancy crowns and
long capes, elbowed me out
of the way. Two boys dis-
guised as a brown cow tried
to kick me. I tripped over
my drooping robe, and had
to roll up my floppy sleeves.
The angel whod replaced
me sneered and said, “Get
lost, kid”

There was a clearing
in the middle of the stage.
Heart pounding, I walked
up to the Holy Family and
knelt down beside the man-
ger on a bundle of straw.

Our Mary was a young
mother whod brought her
beautiful newborn child to
church that Dec. 24, 1959.
While her tiny baby wig-
gled on a soft white blan-
ket in the little wooden
manger, she beamed with
joy. The baby gurgled and
waved a chubby hand. I
reached out and touched a
wee warm finger. The babe

THE NOTL LOCAL
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The Christmas Angel had a beautiful white gown and gauzy wings made by her grandmother. (Shutterstock)

smiled.

Attracted to a glowing
light in the middle of the
darkened auditorium, I
looked up. It was my moth-
ers shining face, attentive
to every move on stage.
Our eyes met, and I saw
her smile.

Afterwards, on the
slow, snowy car ride home,
Mother tried to console
me. “Those angels seemed
awfully hot and cranky
up there. I could see them
scratching, and they sang
out of tune. It's a good thing
you weren't one of them?”

MERRY CHRISTMAS

¢ HAPPY NEW VEAR

FROM THE STAFF OF VIRGIL ANIMAL HOSPITAL

VIRGIL

ANIMAL
HOSPITAL

1630 Niagara Stone Rd., Virgil

905.468.8585
virgilanimalhospital.com

After a moment, I said,
“It turned out better”

As the wind blew drifts
of snow across our path, the
world outside the car dis-
appeared. Face tight with
worry, Mother hunched
forward over the steering
wheel, straining to see the

road.

Barely visible beneath
their burden of snow, the
twinkling red and green
lights strung on our trees
welcomed us as we pulled
into the driveway. We were
safe at home, and both of
us took a deep breath. I

reached for her hand.

“Ilove you, Mommy.’

She gave me a hug.
“Merry Christmas, Sweet-
heart”

Sharon Frayne is the
co-chair of the Niaga-
ra-on-the-Lake ~ Writers’
Circle.
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Important Hamilton collection now at Brock University

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

Clues to the early history
of Canadas postal service,
which was begun right here
in Queenston, now sit safe-
ly and securely in the Brock
University library.

The Alexander Hamilton
collection was recently do-
nated to Brock and, follow-
ing a successful application
to have it designated histor-
ically significant by the Gov-
ernment of Canada, many of
the documents and artifacts
can now be viewed via an
online exhibit.

David Sharron, head of
archives and special collec-
tions at Brock, says the col-
lection has been valued at
almost $350,000. The docu-
ments and artifacts were all
contained in a mailbag that
was likely stored for years
somewhere at the Willow-
bank Estate. Included in the
collection are much of Alex-
ander Hamilton’s correspon-
dence and records during the
time that he was Postmaster
at Queenston, as well as some
related to his role as Justice of
the Peace, Collector of Cus-
toms, Surrogate Court Judge
and Sherift of the Niagara
District.

“Anything that hap-
pened from 1800 to about

1839, when he passed away,
couldnt have happened
without his influence;” says
Sharron. “He had his finger
in everything. The fact that
these records survived al-
most 200 years and are now
back in Niagara, it’s absolute-

ly thrilling”
The university acquired
the Hamilton collection

about a year ago through a
private collector from the
Toronto area. “Percy Band
had a very good eye for post-
al history, explains Shar-
ron. “He did some work in
the area, and in the 1940s
he went to a garage sale and
found an old sack of mail.
He saw all the records inside,
and he haggled the price
down to 17 cents”

Percy’s son Robert inher-
ited his father’s collection.
Sharron says Roberts home
was like a private museum
of Canadiana. When Robert
Band passed away in 2013,
his nieces and nephews un-
derstood the importance of
the documents and artifacts,
and have been slowly finding
suitable homes for its con-
tents.

“We are very fortunate
that this was associated with
the Woodruff Family collec-
tion that we acquired about
six years ago, Sharron tells
The Local. “When it came to

the Alexander Hamilton col-
lection, the family felt Brock
was the perfect place for it.
The records all stem from the
Niagara area, and Brock can
take good care of it”

Alexander Hamilton was
the son of Robert Hamilton,
one of the most successful
early merchants in Upper
Canada. When Robert died
in 1809, Alexander, still in
his late teens, and his broth-
er George inherited their
father’s business holdings.
Much of that fortune, how-
ever, disappeared during the
War of 1812.

After serving under Wil-
liam Hamilton Merritt in the
war, Alexander got busy re-
building the family’s financ-
es. Much of Alexander’s suc-
cess in that endeavour came
from the different roles he
took in public life.

Hamilton built Willow-
bank between 1834 and
1836. After he passed away
in 1839 at 48 years old, his
wife Hannah raised their 10
children at the estate. The
Hamilton family continued
to live in the mansion until
1934, when it was sold to the
Bright family, of winery re-
nown.

Included in the collection
are 11 postal ink stampers,
three wax seal stamps and a
fabric ink blotter. But it is in
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the documents that the true
value of the collection is con-
tained.

About 60 per cent of the
documents relate to the ear-
ly days of the postal system.
“Everything spread from Ni-
agara and went outwards,
says Sharron. “All interna-
tional mail went to New York
City, came up the Erie Canal
to Lewiston, crossed over the
river, and all the American
mail was distributed through
Queenston to the rest of
Canada. That was the life-

line of communication with
the United States, and even
across the Atlantic”

Sharron says Hamilton
established a sorting “facto-
ry” here that would distrib-
ute the mail, and its location
influenced the road system.
“The faster they needed
the mail to move, they built
roads through Niagara so
the mail could go quicker to
where it needed to go”

The rest of the collection
includes business correspon-
dence relating to some of the

other roles Hamilton took on
over his brief life. “There is a
lot of correspondence with
William Hamilton Merritt,
says Sharron. “There’s great
detailed messages from Mer-
ritt, saying, “we are about
to open up stocks in a new
company, the Welland Ca-
nal Company, and we would
like you to find good citizens
who would support this” He
was reaching out at the early
stages of building the canal.

Continued on page 15
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I_mportant documents discovered at a garage sale

Continued from page 14

Other notable names
mentioned in the correspon-
dence include the first Angli-
can Bishop of Toronto, John
Strachan, Samuel Street, a
member of the Legislative
Assembly of Upper Canada,
and Justice of the Peace and
Niagara businessman Thom-
as Clark.

On the subject of Ham-
ilton’s personal life, or what
it was like to live at Willow-
bank at the time, the collec-
tion sheds little light. It does,
however, demonstrate how

influential and significant
the Niagara area was in the
early days of the nation.

Sharron looks forward to
a day when those interested
in early Canadian history
can get their hands on the
documents. As well, with
staff working from home
during the pandemic, they
have not been able to proper-
ly digitize the entirety of the
collection. But he is hoping
to celebrate the acquisition
with the Willowbank School
of the Restoration Arts as
soon as possible.

When that time comes,
all precautions are in place

to maintain the condition of
the documents. “Humidity
and temperature controls
are in place, assures Shar-
ron. “Security is top notch at
Brock. When people come
in there is a sign-in proce-
dure. Light is another issue.
Everything is kept in a dark
room, cooled until someone
asks for it. Then it goes out to
a nice reading room, where
someone can enjoy it”

They will, most likely,
have to peruse the collection
in BrocKs facilities. “For an-
other institution to borrow
anything, we would first
have to ask the federal gov-

ernment for permission,’
continues  Sharron. “We
would have to ask for data to
prove they can provide the
same protection that we can.
Were very happy to work
with anyone in the heritage
community in Niagara. If
we cant give them the origi-
nal, we would certainly work
with Willowbank to get them
quality digital or printed re-
productions”

The documents that
have been digitized to this
point can be seen in Brocks
online exhibit at https://
exhibits.library.brocku.ca/s/
alexander-hamilton/.

Much of the Alexander Ham-
ilton collection, valued at al-
most $350,000, was found
in a bag at a 1940s garage
sale, and was purchased for
17 cents. The documents in-
clude a map, a letter agree-
ing to a stay of execution,
a liquor licence and a mail
ledger, from the mid 1800s.
(Photos supplied)
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Gelebrate New Year’s Eve with the Fitzgeralds

Mike Balsom
Special to The Local

This has been a year
like no other and, with
Monday’s announcement
of a return to lockdown
restrictions, most will be
happy on New Years Eve
to celebrate its end.

Music Niagara offers a
joyous celebration that af-
ternoon, with the return of
the singing, fiddling and
step-dancing  Fitzgerald
siblings.

The family group, con-
sisting of Tom, Kerry and
Julie Fitzgerald, last per-
formed for the festival in
July, 2017. That summer,
the siblings fit the NOTL
show into the middle of a
tour of Ohio, just before
heading off to the UK. and
Ireland, where their Celtic
music and dancing have
their roots.

When it came time to
book a New Years show
to conclude Music Niaga-
ras 2020 At Home Series,
general manager Karen
Lade says the Ottawa Val-
ley-area family act was an
obvious choice.

“We were looking for
something to end the year
on a celebratory note;
Lade tells The Local. “They
were received so well last
time, and their upbeat
energy seemed perfect

to keep the momentum
we built this year going.
We were elated they were
available”

Tom Fitzgerald remem-
bers that 2017 outdoor
show fondly. He says they
jumped at the opportuni-
ty to return for this week’s
online event, especially in
light of how many of their
scheduled  appearances
were cancelled this year
due to COVID.

“We had a big vyear
booked, probably our bus-
iest yet,” says Tom. “We
planned to play a lot of fes-
tivals in the U.S., and we
had a tour booked in En-
gland” His sister Kerry es-
timates that since March,
at least 100 appearances
were cancelled or post-
poned. Luckily, they have
had a few chances to par-
ticipate in livestream and
recorded online events
such as the At Home Se-
ries.

With all of those can-
cellations, the three of
them took some time to
work independently. “We
kind of focused on other
projects,; Tom explains.
“Just solo things. I write a
lot, and Kerry has her own
electronic fiddle project.
We all tried to keep busy
with other things”

Indeed, all three of the
Fitzgeralds maintain their

own websites. A visit to
kerryfitzgerald.ca will lead
to her 2018 album Fiddle
Beatz, an experimental fu-
sion of her original fiddle
tunes with electronic mu-
sic production. A three-
song EP (extended play,
or mini-album) of Tom’s
original fiddle composi-
tions is available to listen to
at  Tomfitzgeraldmusic.ca,
while Julie offers online
music and step dancing
lessons to dancers of all
skill levels through julief-
itzgerald.ca.

Together, though, along
with Alanna Jenish ac-
companying them on gui-
tar, their act draws on a
tradition with roots on the
Emerald Isle, through the
Maritimes, on to their Ot-
tawa Valley home.

The Celtic connec-
tion came naturally to the
Bancroft-raised ~ siblings.
“Its what we know; says
Tom. “We grew up playing
old-time music. Picture
a square dance. We don’t
necessarily play that in
our show as much, but it’s
our roots, what’s common
between all of us. From
there, Celtic music, east
coast Maritime music, as
well as American folk mu-
sic, it’s kind of all translat-
able”

Continued on page 17
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Julie, Kerry and Tom Fitzgerald, step-dancing, fiddle-playing siblings, joined by guitarist Alanna
Jenish, were recorded at the Welland Campus of Niagara College by the students of the college’s
broadcasting program, to be viewed New Year’s Eve. (Photos by Mike Balsom)
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§iblings all accomplished, awarded musicians

Continued from page 16

“The music we grew
up playing,” he continues,
“Ottawa Valley fiddle and
step, kind of originated in
that small geographical
area. Even outside of that,
people ask ‘what is that?’
There’s a certain style
about it that is very Ontar-
io, though we often do play
with a lot of friends from
the Maritimes””

All three Fitzgeralds,
and Jenish as well, are ac-
complished and awarded
musicians. Tom is a Cana-
dian Grand Master Fiddle
Champion and a Canadian
Open Fiddle Champion,
while Julie is a two-time
Canadian Grand Master
Fiddle Champion, as well
as two-time Open Step
Dance Champion. Kerry
is an Ontario Open Step
Dance Champion and Ca-
nadian Grand Master Fid-
dle Finalist, while Jenish
has captured the South-
western Ontario Open
Fiddle Championship. All
four play multiple instru-
ments, as well.

Tom and Kerry both
studied jazz at Humber
College, while Julie holds
a kinesiology degree from
Western University. Jen-
ish, meanwhile, graduated
with a Bachelor of Music

degree from the Univer-
sity of Toronto. The Fitz-
geralds have worked in
the past with the likes of
Natalie McMaster, the Le-
ahys, Tommy Hunter and
Wayne Rostad.

In their earlier days,
the young Fitzgeralds were
often accompanied by the
other members of their
family. “There used to
be six of us;” Tom says of
their family band. “My dad
learned to play bass and
my mom learned to play
piano, just so they could
accompany us. We're obvi-
ously a fiddle-heavy group,
so we needed some back-
up. And we have an older
brother who used to play
drums with us. So it was
a full family thing at one
time”

Their New Year’s on-
line show is a high energy,
exuberant  performance,
combining some familiar
seasonal tunes, traditional
Celtic and Bluegrass songs
and original compositions.
For the Fitzgeralds, Let it
Snow becomes Let it Jig,
and they play a haunting,
wonderful rendition of
Gustav Holst’s In the Bleak
Midwinter. They take on
the Bob Wills 1940s classic
It’s All Your Fault as well.

Their set also includes
a few songs written by the
siblings. Fin honours their

Irish idol Brian Finneg-
an while Ed in the Clouds
reminisces on their time
spent on an Irish folk
cruise with English Celt-
ic guitarist Ed Boyd. As
well, days spent laughing,
conspiring, bickering and
performing at a restaurant
near their hometown at
Potash Lake inspired the
wistful original The Lake-

house Jig, which segues
directly into their take on
the upbeat reel St. Andrews
Flight. They cap things oft
with a nod to the Maritime
influence with the rollick-
ing PEI Set.

Through the entire per-
formance, it's a marvel to
see three siblings playing,
singing and dancing with
so much joy and exuber-

THE NOTL LOCAL

ance. They seem to feed
off of each other’s energy,
while Jenish anchors it all
with her deft fretwork on
acoustic guitar.

The show was filmed
at the Welland Campus
of Niagara College by the
school’s Broadcasting -
Radio, Television and Film
students under the direc-
tion of their professors,
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continuing a relationship
with Music Niagara that
benefitted both parties
throughout the pandemic.
A Celtic New Years Cel-
ebration with The Fitzger-
alds hits the Music Niagara
Festival website and You-
Tube channel at 4 p.m. on
Dec. 31, and will continue
to be available for viewing
following its premiere.

Music Niagara’s Christmas Gelebration

A Music Niagara Christmas Celebration, with Jesse Whiteley, Anthony Renaldi, Alisha Oliver, Ernesto Cervini, Dan Fortin
and Donovan Locke from the Toronto All-Star Big Band, was filmed at Willowbank Estate recently, to be aired online as
part of their At Home series on YouTube. (Mike Balsom)
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Nativity event collects $3,000, food and mountain of toys

Mona Babin
Special to The Local

A very successful pre-
mier season for Away in
a Manger, a living nativ-
ity scene, was hosted by
Benchview  Equestrian
Centre this weekend.

The event was held for
two days, and raised more
than $3,000 for The Darte
Family Youth Mental
Health Fund. Two other
charities were support-
ed, with a food drive for
Newark Neighbours, and
a mountain of toys col-
lected for children in the
3F pediatric cancer unit
in McMaster Childrens’
Hospital his Christmas
season.

Participants drove up
to a manger, where they
stopped to observe local
people dressed as Mary,
Joseph, wise men, shep-
herds, and angels.

Vineridge = Academy
took the Sunday after-
noon sessions, while local
families were featured on
Saturday and Sunday eve-
nings.

The event was orga-
nized by Pat Darte, Jane
Neaves, Caroline Pol-
grabia, Mona Babin and
Melina Morsch to raise
awareness of the difficulty
so many are having with
the new norms the pan-
demic has introduced.

Steri Plus was on site
with equipment that cre-
ates a virus-killing steam
chamber that all volun-
teers walked through

Peter Raymond, Sebastian Reese, Luke Lu, Sophie Qu,
Toyosi Agboola and Julian Xu, students from Vineridge
Academy, created a nativity scene for those who drove by
Benchview Equestrian Centre’s fundraising event this week-

end.

upon arrival and before
departure.

Organizers said the
Christmas spirit is some-
thing they wanted to
share as a community, re-
gardless of challenges due
to COVID-19.

There were plenty of

happy visitors wishing all
a Merry Christmas from
the safety and comfort of
their cars, as they enjoyed
the lights and sounds and
sites of this very special
Christmas event. Orga-
nizers say they hope to
make this an annual event.

Jennifer Visca and her son Lucas took part in Benchview’s
nativity scene. (Photos supplied)
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Celebrate your happy moments with the

NOTL LOCAL!

advertise in our

LOCAL

CELEBRATIONS

Contact: karen@notllocal.com
or call 905.641.5335

Pricing starts at $20. Deadline: Mondays at 3 p.m.

Auchterlonie on Astrology

Bill Auchterlonie
Special to The Local

The full week of Auch-
terlonie on Astrology can
be found on the Facebook
page for The NOTL Lo-
cal, and on the website
https://www.  auchterlo-
nieonastrology.ca. In part
IT of my podcast, thanks

to AstroButterfly, we get
the conjunction of Jupiter
and Saturn at 0 degrees
of Aquarius, a new world
order.

Thursday, Dec. 24: Its
Christmas Eve, with the
Moon in homey Taurus
most of the day. Despite a
bit of stress in the morn-
ing, the rest of the day is

sweet, especially this eve-
ning. It was 202 years ago
today that Silent Night,
composed by Franz Gru-
ber, was first heard in
Oberndorf, Austria.
Friday, Dec. 25: Merry
Christmas! A surprise just
past midnight may have
many of us wide awake
and smiling. And think-

ing what to do next. It’s a
day where indulgence and
imagination are hand-
in-hand. In what would
become the most horrif-
ic war ever, soldiers on
both sides took the day off
and exchanged gifts and
played soccer.

Times have changed a
lot since Dec. 25, 1914.

OCAL WORSHIP

Sunday, December 27th

10 a.m. Worship Gathering
Speaker: Jeff Martens
Message: Looking Forward,
Looking Back
Pre-registration is required to
attend in-person worship

Please be advised that with the current state of
COVID-19, your safety is of utmost importance
to us. We will now be live streaming our
service at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays.

To advertise your

WORSHIP SERVICES

in this section, please contact:

karen@notllocal.com
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Across:

1 Maker whose cars go up
and down

5 Unfortunately

9 Old Indian coin

13 Individualist

15 --- Marlene

16 Turns

17 Weighty

18 Thought transference

20 San ---, California

22 Correction

23 4th largest Great Lake

24 With regard to

25 Place

26 Contains Jets and Texans

28 Composure

30 Small cell

32 Paces

35 Common subjects in
life classes

39 Zits

40 Delhi wraps?

42 SM S

43 Additional clause

45 Financial holdings

47 Doze

49 Calf meat

50 Tennis player’s org.

51 Drop in value

54 Small pool lining slab

56 Burrow

58 Unworldliness

60 Storm

63 Truce

65 Ace golfer --- Els
66 Amount

67 “Born Free” lioness
68 Lucifer

69 Was completely certain
70 Raised platform

71 Thanksgiving dish

Down:

1 “Quantum of Solace”
actress --- Kurylenko
Ripped
\ery soon
Cut
Either a male or a
female voice
Recline
Filmmaker Woody ---
Jagged mountain range
Turkish rulers

0 Asleep

1 Long narrow jacket with
a high collar

12 So far

14 Ancient artifacts

19 Song of praise

O~ wnN

— =4 O 00 ~NO®

21 E.g. venison, beef,
pork etc.

24 Better

26 Along way off

27 An ellipse has two

29 Spring

31 Not manual (Abbr.)

33 Person between 12 and

20

34 Father

36 Dominican-American
fashion designer Oscar ---

37 Way out

38 Cease

41 Not fresh

44 Assesses

46 Online attacks

48 Pockmarked

51 Nibble

52 Moses’ brother

53 Easy putt

55 Bizet’s priestess in
“The Pearl Fishers”

57 Start of a divine appeal

59 Perspective

60 E.g. Oolong, Darjeeling

61 Now Thailand

62 Sawbucks

64 Long-running Ted
Danson show

Jo-£uant Cubniore
sales raprasantative

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU OBITUARY

wners for more than 20 years.

-4214 cell: 905-321-8126

w |}

SMITH, GLENDA BLANCHE (NEE TONKS)—Sadly, on
Thursday December 17, 2020, Glenda Blanche Smith (nee
Tonks) passed away at Joseph Brant Hospital, Burlington,
ON at the age of 85, after a brief illness. Heartfelt thanks
to palliative care nurse Diana. Glenda’s pride and joy were
her two daughters Laurie Simpson and Karen Lombardi
and much-loved son-in-law Bert Lombardi. She had great
love and pride for her three grandsons and their partners McKenzie Simpson
(wife Amanda), Philip Lombardi (fiancé Tonii) and Christopher (wife Natasha).
Glenda lived a long and abundant life with her predeceased husband George
W. Smith of 42 years. Whether sailing, travelling the world or enjoying wintering
in Florida, they enjoyed the time they spent in their custom-built home in
Niagara-on-the-Lake. Glenda much enjoyed her garden and had a lifelong
love of books. In Glenda’s later years, she was influenced by her son-in-law
Bert. He introduced her to the game of golf and also the love and appreciation
of wine. Over her life, Glenda was blessed to have three wonderful dogs;
Skipper, Peanut and Sheldon. A private family service was held on December
22nd at St. Mark’s Anglican Church, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON. When safe
to do so, a celebration of life will be announced in The NOTL Local. In lieu
of flowers, a donation may be made to Red Roof Retreat, Niagara-on-the-
Lake, and can be done through Morgan Funeral Home,

415 Regent St.,, P.O. Box 453, Niagara-on-the-Lake or

at www.morganfuneral.com

Sell your unwanted
items or advertise your
garage sale in our

CLASSIFIEDS

To place your classified ad, contact Karen:
classifieds@notllocal.com
Deadline: Mondays at 3 p.m.
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December 17, 2020
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MERRY

YRS MAS
S

HAPPY NEW YEAR

By any standard, 2020 has been a most unusual year, for the first time in our history, one event has
controlled literally everything. The dynamics of family, our spheres of influence, and our community
at large have been redefined. Our every day lexicon now includes pandemic, crisis, mask, social
distancing, contact tracing.

We have seen social norms challenged; the cries of the common man ignored by leaders who seemed
oblivious to the turmoil around them. So many things we have in the past accepted as normal have
been replaced by new-norms; truths replaced by alternative truths; logic replaced by head-scratching
absurdities. The words in Elvis Presley’s song “If | Can Dream” seem so timely...

There must be lights burning brighter somewhere
Got to be birds flying higher in a sky more blue
If | can dream of a better land where all my brothers walk hand in hand
Tell me why, why can’t that dream come true, right now?
...We're locked in a cloud with too much rain
We're trapped in a world that's troubled with pain
...0ut there in the dark there’s a beckoning candle
And while | can breathe, while | can walk, while | can stand, while | can talk,
while | can dream;
please let my dream come true, right now

Even though this year’s holiday celebrations will be very different, it is my hope that you and your family
will see that beckoning candle, that you will find silver linings in the cloud we call COVID.

For me, | have decided that the “norms” of 2021 will be family, friendship,
and community; wonderful things happen when we treat others the way we
would want to be treated. It is my dream that together we can make 2021 a
very special year. | hope you will dream with me; please let my dream come
true, right now.

5-233 King Street, NOTL | 905.468.8600
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