
Digital
Advertising
Ad units, strategies & templates
*ad sizes & availability may vary across sites



Takeover!

Dominate the page! 
The takeover combines 
two ad units; tall block 
and background. 

The background unit acts 
as a guide, directing the 
reader to the tall block 
containing your message.

Recommended for high 
impact campaigns.

1920px

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea com.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut. 

Home > Local News

 Ad Unit

300x600px + 1920x800px



Tall Block

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure 
dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Aliquam id tempor odio.

Home > Local News

The large size and prominent 
placement of the tallblock 
make it a popular ad unit.

Recommended for medium to 
large budget campaigns 
directed at readers on larger 
devices. It’s also effective for 
short-run campaigns where 
the goal is to make a big 
impact quickly.

300x600px

 Ad Unit



Big Box
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate 
velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat 
cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea 
commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in voluptate 
velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat 
cupidatat non proident, sunt in culpa qui officia deserunt.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis ud. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor incididunt 
ut labore et dolore magna 
aliqua. Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi 
ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis aute irure 
dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse cillum 
dolore eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 
Excepteur sint 

The big box is a versatile 
ad unit that displays 
on all devices 
(desktop, mobile & tablet).

Embedded directly 
into articles, these units 
are particularly effective 
for building top-of-mind 
awareness for your brand, 
event or special offer with 
engaged readers.

300x250px

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in 
reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla 
pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in 
culpa qui officia deserunt.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in 
reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla 
.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in 
reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla 
pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in 
culpa qui officia deserunt.

 Ad Unit



Side/Site Rotator

The side/site rotator features 
your logo, and is generally 
displayed at the top of mobile, 
and on the right rail of desktop 
and tablet (landscape mode) 
sites. 

A share-of-voice unit, the site 
rotator regularly over-delivers 
and is a powerful way to build 
recognition for your brand 
and enhance the performance 
of your other ad units. 

300x120px

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea com.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea com. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut 
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea.Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 

elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 
dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex 
ea 

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation 
ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 
dolore magna aliqua.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 
dolore magna aliqua. 

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation 
ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing 
elit, sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et 
dolore magna.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut 
labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco 
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea 

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco 
laboris nisi ut aliquip ex ea ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco 
laboris nisi Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua.

Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco 
laboris nisi ut. 

Home > Local News

 Ad Unit



Alert Banner

The Alert Banner is 
anchored to the top of the 
page across all platforms. 
It’s the perfect ad space for big 
announcements or promoting 
events, sales & more.

*Limited to 42 characters. See your account 
executive for more details. Rates subject to change.

 Ad Unit



Email Banner

The Email Banner is a great 
way to share your message 
with our most engaged 
readers. 

Not only is this ad unit 
displayed at the top of the 
daily email (every afternoon), 
but it is also the only ad unit in 
the entire email!

If you want exclusivity, this is it!

*Be sure to use a larger font 
size so details are legible on 
smaller screens.

 Ad Unit

970x250px



Responsive Banners

Responsive banners display 
at different sizes, depending 
on the screen size/resolution 
and orientation of the 
reader’s device.

Our tablet visitors tend to    
be in an older age bracket, 
making these ad units an 
excellent choice for targeting 
readers 65+. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in 
reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore eu fugiat nulla 
pariatur. Excepteur sint occaecat cupidatat non proident, sunt in 
culpa qui officia deserunt.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do 
eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut 
enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris 
nisi ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis aute irure dolor in 
.

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut. 

Home > Local News

970x250px  /  728x90px  /  300x120

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod 
tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim, quis

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut. 

Home > Local News

(portrait)(landscape)

(landscape orientation)

 Ad Unit

(mobile top)

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed 
do eiusmod tempor incididunt.

Ut enim ad minim 
veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco 
laboris nisi ut. 

(portrait orientation) (mobile portrait)



Mobile Footer

The mobile banner or “sticky footer”, 
sticks to the footer in mobile 
browsers, giving it the highest 
viewability rating of any ad unit 
on the site.

With it’s ad-friendly dimensions, 
it’s ideal for time-sensitive 
promotions and special offers.

*Typically, more readers visit our sites 
using mobile devices compared to 
desktops, laptops or tablets. 

300x50px

 Ad Unit

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor 
incididunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 
Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 
ex ea 

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut aliquip 
ex ea ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco laboris nisi 
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur.

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis 
nostrud exercitation ullamco 
laboris nisi ut. 



TV, radio or print ads can’t tell you how many 
people actually saw, heard or read your ads. But 
with digital advertising, we can tell you exactly 
how many times your ads are clicked.

Example: a retailer runs two different campaigns. 

Campaign A (featuring boots) receives 10 clicks, 
Campaign B (featuring hats) receives 90 clicks. 
Instead of running both ads next month, the 
retailer could run only the more successful hat 
ads, or replace the boots with something else, and 
run another test to continue learning about what 
really clicks with their customers.

Test and learn!

Further reading:
Why is A/B Testing Important For Display Advertising?

A/B Test!
 Strategy

https://blog.abyssale.com/why-ab-testing-important-for-display-advertising/


Another big opportunity for testing & learning is 
missed when ads display multiple messages. 

This either happens in a single ad, or when ads run 
with multiple slides.

In example 1, it will be difficult to tell exactly why 
someone is clicking on the ad. Are the 100 overall 
clicks because of the 50% off deal, or the toys? 

In example 2, where the ad runs as a rotating 
slideshow, the same question persists. 

Instead, run those two messages individually. If 
one gets 90 clicks and the other gets 10, you’ll 
know what your customers are more interested in.

Test and learn!

Related video:
The counterintuitive way to be more persuasive

One ad = one message
 Strategy

Static ad with 
multiple messages

Rotating gif ad with 
multiple messages

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hK8kk_3WA7w


Once you’ve gotten someone’s attention, make sure 
you let them know what to do next. 

A clear, specific and easy next step is crucial to 
turning interested readers into paying customers.

Avoid generic button text like “read more”, “click 
here” or “learn more”. “Learn” sounds like work!

Give them a reason to click! If you fill your ad with 
all of the important details, what’s the incentive for 
clicking? If someone clicks on the ad, it’s a 
measurable action, and something valuable you can 
learn from.

Further reading:
Rethink Your Call-to-Action and Revolutionize Your 
Digital Display Ads

11 Kick-Ass Call to Action Examples (And Why They Work)

Click Here!
 Strategy

Shop now

Place my curbside 
pickup order

Browse our menu

Donate here

Browse our flyer

Buy tickets!

Start my FREE trial

Order online
Send Flowers   

Register today

https://2060digital.com/blog/rethink-your-call-to-action-and-revolutionize-your-digital-display-ads/
https://2060digital.com/blog/rethink-your-call-to-action-and-revolutionize-your-digital-display-ads/
https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2014/10/20/call-to-action-examples


Submitting your own ads or materials
Guidelines

Have you designed your own ad you’d like to 
provide? Not a problem! It’s also possible for us 
to use previous digital ads & promotional 
materials to create new ones.

Accepted file types include:
● high resolution .jpgs 

(minimum 300 dpi, RGB preferred)
● .eps, .pdf, .svg, .psd, .ai are also acceptable for 

both ads and logos

Other considerations:
● Provide high-quality/resolution ads, 

logos and/or images
● If using all-white backgrounds, include a 

1px. light grey border around the ad, so the 
ad does not blend into the news/content area

● Before submitting working files, convert text 
to outlines or supply the font file(s) used 
along with your artwork



1920px

800px

1.Start Here! 

2.Create detailed 300x600 Tall Block & 
complementing 1920x800 background 
wallpaper.

3. We recommend that ALL takeover text 
and important details are displayed within 
the tall block.  Use overflow text areas on 
wallpaper only if necessary. 

4. Ensure the centre area (behind these 
instructions) is white. This reduces file size 
& load time.

5. Export background & tall block as 
separate files, each less than 999 kB. 
JPGs work great!

*The purpose of the  
background wallpaper is 
to draw the reader’s eye 

to the tall block which 
contains your main 

messaging, logos, etc. 

Takeover design guidelines
Guidelines

Need a hand?  design@villagemedia.ca

mailto:design@villagemedia.ca

