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Limited-time offers. MSRP of ($28,995/$33,995) on the All-New 2024 Crosstrek / New 2024 Outback convenience packages (RXACP/RDACP). *Advertised pricing consists of MSRP plus $2,195 freight and PDI, Marostica Care $499, $100 Air Tax, $10 OMVIC, $22.50 Tire Resource Recovery Environmental Fee, $20 PPSA Service fee charge, include: s, li , ration and insurance are extra. $0 security
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NEWS :

Funding upped

——

By lan Kaufman - TB Source

The city is planning to support the Thunder
Bay Art Gallery’s move to a new location with
a nearly $100,000 increase to the institution’s
annual operating funding.

That would bring the city’s yearly operating
grant to the art gallery to $405,300 in 2024, and
comes on top of a nearly $40,000 increase the
gallery received this year.

City council tentatively approved funding
for 18 local non-profit organizations in 2024
through the city’s Community, Youth &
Cultural Funding Program on Monday.

The fund, created in 2007, exists to support
important cultural and community groups,
with large sustaining grants for a handful of
institutions considered integral to the city’s
identity.

The program has a total recommended
budget of $3.1 million in 2024, up by about
$200,000 from this year.

The largest recipients of the CYC fund in
2024 are:

@ Thunder Bay Community Auditorium

($836,900)
@ Thunder Bay Museum ($482,100)
@ Thunder Bay Art Gallery ($405,300)
@ Shelter House ($330,800)
@ Thunder Bay Symphony Orchestra
($244,700)

@ Regional Food Distribution Association
($200,000)

@ Magnus Theatre ($144,400)

@ Thunder Bay Boys & Girls Club
($123,400)

Coun. Mark Bentz questioned why the lion’s
share of the funding goes toward cultural insti-
tutions, not youth and anti-poverty programs.

“When I look at it, I see 80 per cent of the
funding going to cultural... and my way of
thinking is that's a little skewed,” he said.
“We're funding two museums, two art
galleries, an auditorium, an orchestra that
plays exclusively at the auditorium, and a
professional theater company for close to $2.3
million; Whereas we're only putting $600,000
or so into the youth programs.”

Coordinator Callie Hemsworth responded
that has more to do with the typical funding
model for cultural institutions than anything
else.

“Community safety and wellbeing organiza-
tions are typically funded at a much higher
level by the province and to some degree, the
federal government, whereas culture across
Canada... is typically funded at a much higher
percentage by the municipality,” she said.

“In other cities, some of these cultural organ-
izations are actually part of a city department,
some of the museums [for example].”

Applications to the program are reviewed by

The Thunder Bay Museum may get $482,100 next year.

teams made up of city staff and citizen repre-
sentatives, and can be appealed to a committee
made up of city councillors.

The gallery was one of two organizations
recommended for a large bump in 2024, along
with the Regional Food Distribution
Association (RFDA).

The gallery increase was recommended to
support the institution’s move to a new $57-
million-plus waterfront building that will offer
around three times the display space of its
current site at Confederation College.

Gallery leaders had previously signaled
they’d seek increases to the operating grant.
It’s not clear if the gallery plans to seek further
increases in 2025, when it’s set to move into
the new building.

An increase of $94,500 recommended for the
RFDA, meanwhile, recognizes “significant
increased operating expenses, demand for
services, and decrease in donations,” staff
reported.

That would bring annual city funding of the
RFDA to a total of $200,000, still well short of
the organization’s request for $350,000 for
next year.

Funding for the Shelter House is set to rise
only slightly to $330,800, falling short of its
request for $500,000.

The CYC program also includes $47,600 for
smaller project grants to be allocated in 2024,
with the first intake in March 2024.

More information about the fund and how to
apply is available at the city’s website.

The decision to award those dollars won’t be
final until council approves the 2024 city
budget in February.
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St. Patrick's Cathedral
Needs You!

For nearly six decades, our
beloved Cathedral has stood
tall, weathering harsh Thunder

St.Pat’s &
Needs a Hat

Bay winters and preserving
the cherished memories of
countless families. But now,
time has taken its toll, and the
Cathedral's roof is in

desperate need of repair.

You can play an essential
part in ensuring many
more memories can be
made here!

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL
[f] @stpatrickscathedraltbay
@stpatscathedraltbay

DONATE NOW!

www.StPatsHat.ca
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House prices expected to rise

Buying a home may
cost 2% more in 24

By Gary Rinne - TB Source

Home buyers can expect to pay just
slightly more for a single detached house in
the Thunder Bay market next year, while
total sales are likely to increase.

That's according to a new report on the
housing market outlook for cities across the
country, produced by RE/MAX Canada,

It forecasts that local prices will increase
by two per cent in 2024, and total unit sales
will go up by five per cent after a year in
which unit sales fell.

According to Thunder Bay Real Estate
Board data, the median price for single-
family detached homes sold in the city
between Jan. 1 and Nov. 30 was $330,000.

This means half the houses sold so far this
year cost more than $330,000, and half cost
less than that amount.

Board chair Wes Case said the median

selling price was 3.0 per cent higher than
last year in the same period.

At the same time, the number of single-
family detached homes sold in the city
dropped to 828 units up to Nov. 30 this
year, down from 983 units last year at the
same time.

Case said Thunder Bay is still considered
a seller's market, as defined by the ratio of
sales to listings.

"The range has been about 63 to 73 over
the past six months or so. If you're over 60
or over 70, it's a seller's market. Anything
under 40 is more of a buyer's market..
Thunder Bay has been a seller's market for
a few years, during the pandemic and
everything."

As of this week, there were 109 active
listings in the city.

The RE/MAX report anticipates that
average residential sale prices in 61 per cent
of the markets it analyzed will rise between
2.0 and 7.5 per cent next year, while most of
the remaining markets will experience
either no change or a decline in prices of
2.0 to 5.0 per cent.

Total unit saIes are expected to go up by ﬁve per cent in 2024, with prices rising sllghtly next year.
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“I'm a pensioner,” Rosemary says. “| budget very Why should you consider the

Stay cosy and save:
meet Rosemary and
discover how

Are you living on a fixed income? Are you
worried about higher energy use during
the cold winter months? Meet Rosemary to
learn how she overcame these challenges.

‘My bills are much better.
| notice a big differencein §
the comfort.”

Rosemary,
program participant

carefully, so saving energy means a lot to me.”
That’s why Rosemary called to find out more
when she heard about the Home Winterproofing
Program from Enbridge Gas.

After qualifying for the program, Rosemary
received free insulation, draft proofing, and

a smart thermostat professionally installed at
no cost. Rosemary states, “My bills are much
better. | notice a big difference in the comfort.”

Home Winterproofing Program?

Reduce energy use —free energy-saving
upgrades to make your home more
energy efficient.

Stay warm and comfortable—reduce drafts
with proper insulation and air sealing.

Stress less—the assessment, installation
and paperwork are taken care of by experts,
and at no cost to you.

Don't let the cold weather take a toll on your
budget. Visit enbridgegas.com/winterproofing
to seeif your home and household income
qualify, or apply by phone in minutes at
1-844-770-3148.

Scanto
learn more

ENBRIDGE -0

. All rights reserved.
Life Takes Energy- ENB 1789 12/2023
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Thunder Bay Police Service Staff Sgt. Mike Dimini faces criminal charges after a years-long investigatin by the OPP.

Officer charged

Obstruction of justice,

By TB Source staff

A senior officer with the Thunder Bay Police
Service is facing criminal charges after an
investigation by the Ontario Provincial Police.

The OPP laid charges of obstruction of
justice, two counts of assault, and breach of
trust by a public officer against Staff Sgt.
Michael Dimini on Wednesday, the force
confirmed in a release.

The charges followed a years-long investi-
gation launched in late 2021, after Ontario’s
Attorney General requested the OPP investi-
gate allegations of misconduct by members of
the Thunder Bay Police Service.

The investigation focused on incidents that
took place in August 2014, October 2016, and
November 2020, the OPP said.

The force added its investigation is ongoing.

The Thunder Bay Police Service appeared
to suspend Dimini in October, according to
internal communications reviewed by
TBnewswatch, but never publicly confirmed
his suspension.

In a statement issued Wednesday, the TBPS
said Dimini is now on leave per the Police

assault charges laid

Services Act.

“While the charges announced today are
deeply concerning, the matter is now before
the courts,” the force wrote in an unattributed
statement.

“Since the investigation was first announced
by the OPP, the Thunder Bay Police Service
has fully cooperated with investigators. For us
to move forward as an organization, any alle-
gations of misconduct must be thoroughly
investigated, and we strongly support these
efforts.”

The statement called “maintaining public
confidence and transforming the culture
within the service” its top priority, after years
of scandal.

Dimini had been named as a respondent in
several human rights complaints filed on
behalf of TBPS staff.

He was also at the centre of internal disputes
over the police force’s promotions proce-
dures.

Dimini was released from custody after
being charged Wednesday, and is scheduled
to appear before the Ontario Court of Justice
in Thunder Bay in January.

Huge savings on the latest and
greatest smartphones and plans

% FEATURE PLAN

Unlimited
65GB

©0O 5G+ Unlimited Data Plan

Receive full-speed data for your chosen data
bucket, then enjoy unlimited data at 512Kbps.

Save

5

$65/month

Reg. $70.00/month

Plans are available for activations and upgrades only.

toaytel

Limited time offer. Tbaytel 5G+ Unlimited Data Plans include full-speed data up to the data allotment in the plan selected, then receive unlimited data at no
additional charge at a reduced speed of up 512Kbps. Visit tbaytel.net/flyer for more information. Thaytel Holiday Sale from December 1, 2023 to December 17, 2023.

Visit the Tbaytel Store or an Authorized Tbaytel Dealer
Call Customer Care 1-800-264-9501

@ ©) X View more plans at tbaytel.net/mobility
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Thunder Bay firefighters are
teaming up with Santa to
deliver toys to children in
need this holiday season.

THUNDER BAY PROFESSIONAL

I Online at tbaytoysfortots.ca

2 Visit the Toy Fire Station at
Intercity Shopping Centre (Near Food Court)

The United Way of Thunder Bay earned more than $44 000 through the sale of Novemburger entries. (Katie Nicholls)

Novemburger
a huge success

More than 22,400 burgers sold for United Way

By Katie Nicholls - TB Source

It was a big day for burger enthusiasts as the
winners of Novemburger were announced.

The fundraising campaign took on its fifth
year to help raise money for United Way
Thunder Bay to support local food programs
within the community.

This year, 27 restaurants took on the chal-
lenge to have the best Novemburger, with two
dollars from each sale going to the United
Way.

Erika Mikkola, Novembuger creator and
organizer for United Way Thunder Bay, called
2023 a record-breaking year when it comes to
burgers sold and funds raised,

"Collectively, they were able to sell 22,415
Novemburgers, which is absolutely
outstanding, and we couldn't have done this
campaign without them."

With donations pouring in from the burger
sales, some restaurants topped up their contri-
butions and a grand total of more than $64,000
was raised for the charity.

Evergreen A United Neighbourhood
supports children, youth, and their families
who reside in the Simpson Ogden community
and is one of the recipients of funds raised.

Executive director Linda Bruins said those

funds make a huge impact.

"This is great because then I could tell the
kids, we're going to eat well again next year,"
she said.

She noted the organization provides an after-
school program and hot meals four days a
week.

"We do crowd-friendly, kid-friendly food,
but we're doing 200 meals a week,' she said.

This year featured a new award of People's
Choice which went to Beefcakes Burger
Factory, with Dawson General Store and The
Sal, second and third respectively.

For chosen ambassadors who were tasked
with meticulously rating each burger, Dawson
General Store came out on top and takes both
the trophy and bragging rights until next year's
launch, which is expected to be even bigger
than this year.

With next year being the 60th anniversary
for United Way Thunder Bay, Mikkola said to
expect bigger and better for Novemburger
2025, "we have some really big goals for the
November Burger campaign. We are going
even bigger, better and bolder than this year."

"I'm not going to say too much because
we're going to keep it under wraps, but we're
really working on a few special partnerships
for next year," said Mikkola.
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EDITORIAL

Profit game

The opposition loves to blame the
government for rising costs.

They point to the carbon tax and
say it’s had the biggest impact on
higher prices at the pump and at the
grocery-store checkout.

Hogwash.

Yes, the carbon tax has an impact
on rising costs. According to
Canada’s National Observer, it’s
about 0.15 percentage points.

Meanwhile, corporations are given
a pass.

Grocery stores in Canada are
expected to bring in $6 billion in
profits this year.

According to Environmental
Defence, Canada’s five biggest oil and
gas companies are expected to make
$38.3 billion in profits.

That’s a combined $1,159 in profits
off of every single Canadian, young
and old alike. In Ontario, it’s esti-
mated the carbon tax adds $488 in
expenses per year, but about 80 per
cent of households get back more in
rebates than they pay.

Capitalism is a great system, but
when companies and coporations
become too big, and prioritize profits
and shareholders over the public,
your bottom line will decrease.

Fallacy of engagement
To the editor:

For years I have had a concern
about our city corporation’s view
on public engagement. This view
always hinges on the appearance
that citizens of Thunder Bay are
reducing their involvement with
simple things such as public
meeting attendance and even
voting. We have made some strides
in correcting this but there have
been some painful missteps.

On Nov. 16, I attended the
Community Communications
Committee meeting at our citizens-
owned City Hall, and I think I
found some symptoms of our
troubles. We have made a course
change, a course correction if you
prefer.

Of course, this change involved an
expenditure that has not yet been
disclosed nor explained to the
community that must pay the bill.
It may be acceptable that some
want to right the wrongs and
correct the failures of the past to
reengage with a more involved,
more cohesive community. Then
there are those simply engaged in
smoke and mirrors, with little
interest in the common good.

I draw your attention to the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

recent Citizens Satisfaction survey.
This survey is not new, but its
current methodology is.

Our civic Corporation, in what
appears to be an effort to improve
continuous engagement, has hired
a relatively obscure U.S.-based
company that promotes its
methods to increase engagement
and trust.

On their own website they
present case studies which seem
completely irrelevant to the type of
public engagement a Citizens
Satisfaction Survey is intended for.

I have learned that this contract
was a single-source purchase made
after seeing only one presentation!

This denies any opportunity for
comparative analysis for a better,
more competitive deal, but maybe
it just took less work to arrange.

Further, this company lists only
two Canadian cities on their
promotional website, which seems
a very small Canadian sample.

If it is a promotional website, why
are they not identifying a relation-
ship with our corporation?

Where are the competitive and
competent Ontario and Canadian
companies which offer this service
and are compliant with our laws
and economy?

Have we examined what other

Ontario or Canadian communities
have done that have seen a rise in
voter engagement and turnout?

Further to my point, at this
meeting I found out that our
Corporation is using two different
surveys.

One on the corporate “Get
Involved” page, now closed, where
every resident of the city could
comment on their level of satisfac-
tion with the performance of the
Corporation.

I firmly believe this iteration was
flawed in its roll-out, possibly
intentionally.

The second survey, run by this
obscure non-Canadian company,
has selected a target group of
respondents from around the
community to ensure statistical
relevance.

Let us examine the use of the
concept of a target group.

It could indicate a selection made
to ensure a true representative
sample of the socio-economic
demographics of the community.
Could it not also involve a
select/targeted group believed to
offer less resistance to a false narra-
tive someone wants to share and
promote?

Either way it’s still statistically
relevant, just not relevant to this

community. This could be seen as
of little value, a lot like the political
party polls that are built around a
desired result and then skew the
statistics to fit their narrative by
selective omission.

Finally, we will have two sets of
surveyed data.

One, non-competitive, from a
contractor which is claimed to be
statistically relevant.

The other coming through a
community portal available to
every citizen who wants to “Get
Involved”, and you will ultimately
be ignored in favour of this third-
party, obscure organization.

We all lose because so little effort
and attention is given to your
comments and ideas by those who
fear they might not fit their desired,
contrived outcomes.

In the end we incurred two
expenses. One for contrived results
and the other deemed irrelevant.

In spite of these wrongs, I remain
a strong supporter of the “Get
Involved” site on our citizen owned
corporate website.

We have some serious potential,
but public trust has been shaken by
these missteps.

Vern Seymour,
Thunder Bay

The Final Cut completes House of Cards trilogy

The Final Cut by Michael Dobbs is
the last novel in the House of Cards
trilogy which is an object lesson in
politics, intrigue and passion in the
corridors of power. In a few months
Francis Urquhart (F.U.) will make
history as he becomes the longest-
serving Prime Minister this century.

Yet it seems the country is tiring of
him at last, and the movement to
force him from power is growing.
But Urquhart is not yet ready to be
driven from office. If the public
demands new blood, that is precisely
what he will give them.

The action is unflagging and trans-
ports us back in place and time to
Cyprus in 1956 when Urquhart was
an officer in the British army. His

characterization is razor sharp.
Geoffrey Booza-Pit is ‘a young man
constantly on the move’ who
operates without principles and is
focused purely on

tion that such behaviour compen-
sates for the short man’s physical
shortcomings.

Urquhart is constantly on the look

out for undersized men

gaining power: ‘But in
that he was not unique
and his effervescent
energy is the hallmark of
some slightly undersized
men’.

like Booza-Pit because
he fears that they will
stab him in the back at
any opportunity and
seize his position of
power.

The Napoleon ¥ !
complex, known infor- F.U. has been in the top
mally as small man IOhn Pateman spot for ten years but he
syndrome, is normally BOOK BANTER knows that the biggest

attributed to men of
short stature. It is characterized by

threat to his position

comes from the enemy within.

overly aggressive or domineering There will be someone out there

behaviour, and carries the implica-

who joins the organization with the

sole purpose of gaining power. He
has seen it happen before:

‘Almost all of them are hacked
from office by their colleagues. Like
Caesar, taken from behind by events
they hadn’t foresoon. Ambition
makes leaders blind and lesser men
bloody.’

It was the lesser men that he had
to watch out for. While he was busy
doing great things, his enemy was
plotting to bring him down. His wife
tells him: “They’ve grown idle and fat
these last months, your success has
made things too easy for them.
They’ve found time to dream of
mutiny.’

In fact, his enemy has turned his
successes against him and created

doubt in the minds of those who had
previously been his supporters. One
by one his enemy wins them over to
his point of view until ‘Even a King
cannot be safe on his throne’.

Urquhart was mortally wounded
by these sneaky attacks on his char-
acter and achievements. It would
hurt, being forced from his place at
the top. He’d had a long and distin-
guished career. But office politics are
more dangerous than war: ‘in battle
they could only kill you once’.

It is a familiar drama. Anger,
heartache, betrayal. An assassination
by ‘those jealous and petty men
around him. The way to finish great
lives’. The satirical barbs are unfail-
ingly accurate.
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Humani

By JR Shermack - For TB Source

A defining characteristic of human
behavior is our devastating effect on the
natural environment to the extent that vast
areas of the planet become uninhabitable.

As we continue to pollute on a planetary
scale and our supply of clean air and water
dwindles, we may soon be forced to
relocate yet again.

But where on Earth can we go that isn’t
too hot or too cold, too dry or too wet, too
prone to natural disaster or too soon to be
submerged by rising sea levels.

Human folklore contains stories of forced
evacuation either in search of a better life
elsewhere or to escape the horrible circum-
stances of the life left behind.

Some were driven by the basic need for
food and shelter, some were lured by the
prospect of untold riches and some were
driven away by persecution and aggres-
sion.

It was a daring venture to set out across
an unexplored wilderness - ancient
mariners crossed uncharted oceans risking
death at the hands of monster sea serpents
and angry gods.

For those who managed to evade these
hazards there was a pretty good chance

An outpost on Mars is a posib|l in the future.

they would eventually sail off the edge of
the Earth into oblivion.

Nevertheless, human migration eventu-
ally filled every inhabitable nook and
cranny on the planet, adversely affecting
every one.

To submit an event, email ldunick@dougallmedia.com.

All things considered and given the
current state of our planet, where on Earth
will we be living a hundred years from now
or a thousand or even a million if we last
that long.

The science community has taken the
long view that the future of humanity will
be extra-terrestrial and is searching for a
new home among the stars.

Other Earth-like planets have been
discovered in distant galaxies but since we
have no way to get there, that remains a
part of the million year scenario

A little closer to home there are plans
under way to colonize the Moon and Mars
and develop space stations in low Earth
orbit for human habitation.

We have had a continuous human
presence in space for over two decades
now but alas, our future might be in the
cosmos but right now our feet are firmly
stuck on the ground.

There are still many areas on the planet
that can support human activity but the
future is uncertain - we need to explore
other living arrangements.

Consider this - manufacturing is under
way to produce a ‘subsea habitat’ for
humans to live at depths up to 200 metres
for a month at a time.

ty searches for habitats

It will initially be a research facility but
as humans become more ‘aquatic’ we may
eventually adapt to living in the depths.

Much like our presence in space, the
intention is to establish a permanent
presence under the waves, an International
Undersea Station.

Another way to escape the overheating
atmosphere is living underground - masses
of rock and soil provide protection from
harsh surface conditions.

Right now in the town of Coober Pedy,
South Africa, residents dig deep to escape
the summer heating in ‘dug-outs’ carved
out of local hillsides.

About 60 per cent of the 2,500 residents
now live underground, enjoying year-
round temperatures of 23 to 25 degrees
Celsius without heating or air conditioning.

Some of these earthen hideaways are
quite large and luxurious although living
underground like a mole is not for every-
body.

Neither is hanging out in a pressurized
chamber under the sea but living on Earth’s
surface may not always be an option.

Prime real estate will consist of accom-
modations on Mars, the Moon, in outer
space, under the sea or underground.

Where in the world will we live then?

.+ The Bay

December 15-16
SUHL Hockey

down for the Christmas break.

The Stars travel to the Norwest i
Arena on Friday night, for a 7:45 p.m. :
start, and the Fighting Walleye hop on §
Highway 11/17 on Saturday for a 7:30 :
i to find each other and themselves.
Tickets are available online and at ;

puck drop at Fort William Gardens.

the box office.

December 15-17

Finding Nemo Kids

Disney’s Finding Nemo Kids is a§
musical adaptation of the beloved:
2003 Pixar movie Finding Nemo, with :
new music by award-winning song- :
writing team Kristen Anderson-Lopez :

and Robert Lopez.

Marlin, an anxious and over-protec-
tive clown fish, lives in the Great ;

i Barrier Reef with his kid Nemo, who
i longs to explore the world beyond ‘i

The rivalry returns on Friday at H
Saturday night, as the Kam River i
Fighting Walleye and the Thunder
Bay North Stars play a home-and-
home series before the SIJHL shuts :

their anemone home.

ture across the ocean.

With the help of lovable characters !
such as optimistic Dory, laid-back sea :
turtle Crush, and the supportive Tank
Marlin and Nemo both !
overcome challenges on their journey
i the Year Craft Market.
Shows are Thursday, Friday and :
i Saturday at the Paramount Theatre. H

Gang,

The curtain rises at 7 p.m.

December 15-16
A Night in Bethlehem

Come and step back 2,000 years
where you walk the streets of :
i Music Hall on Monday night. Famous

Bethlehem.

A 30-minute journey, designed for :
i the whole family, where you will visit :
the marketplace, hillside and stable.
Guests will end their journey back in :

Please include details about the event, including any cost

2023 where they can enjoy a
Christmas cookie and warm drink.

i The adventure takes place on Friday,

But when Nemo is captured and :
taken to Sydney, Marlin faces his
fears and sets off on an epic adven- :

and Saturday from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p-m. at the Evangel Church, located at
1260 Balmoral St.

December 16

Christmas Craft Market

Shop for everything you need for
Christmas in one spot! There will be
over 100 tables at this year’s End of

The event takes place on Saturday

: from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the CLE
i Coliseum building. Admission is free.

December 18

Big Wreck Concert

Join one of Canada’s favourite rock
bands as they hit the stage at NV

for songs like The Oaf and Albatross,

they’ll be playing songs old and new

during their latest Thunder Bay stop.
Showtime is 8 p.m.

Marcus Powlowski, MP

Working For You
In Thunder Bay-Rainy River

Marcus.Pg§vcl)oIZv)slg(2®§; I:I|;CGC2 0
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FREE ANERIGASAROMDAYISRECIAL]

| an_purchase up to 25 - 1.75L bottles. 1,500 ounces

Miller High Life
5 for $70 US

Busch & Busch Light

5 for $75 US

Bud & Bud Light
5 for $87.50 US
Many More Brands Available!

Mix and Match at Regular Prices "'

Stella/Corona/Labatts Blue
case of 24 bottles
2 for $30
(while supplies last)
11.40 cnd Duty on Beer, per case

¢ and Match different ways to maximize)
FEEL FREE TO MIX & MATCH

Alberta Premium & | Barton's Gold Ron Rico Barton's & Prince Gilbeys
Grande Canadian Rum White Rum Igor Vodka Gin
1750 1.75L 1.75L 1.75L 1.75L

$10.00us | $10.00 us $10.00 us $10.00us $10.00 us |

Duty & Taxes Duty & Taxes Duty & Taxes Duty & Taxes Duty & Taxes
*$24.50 *$24.50 *$24.50 *$24.50 *$24.50

The Bakers Dozen *special until Jan. 1/24. Premium Case Special
Buy 12 and get your 13th Bottle FREE !!!!

*Approximately
Anything Cheaper Would Be lllegal

(see website for details)

$90.00 case of 6 (six)

DUTY FREE SHOP IS LOCATED AT RYDEN’S BOI(DER STORE

Website: rydensborderstore.com * Serving Thunder Bay for over 50 years.
9301 Ryden Rd. Grand Portage MN 55606 - Open Mon.- Sun - 10:00am - 8:00pm est Everyday

Phone: 218-475-2233 ¢ Fax: 218-400-7007 *« E-mail: store282@dutyfreeamericas.com

Welcome winter and enjoy cool savings with CAA!

Travel. Dine. Shop. Drive. Protect

NEW MEMBERSHIPS

20"

PROMO CODE SNOW20

Members
save up to 10%
at select

STARTING FROM

30"

GetCAA.ca

restaurants

1-844-252-3648

“Terms and conditions apply.
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“You can't train love and compassion.
The people here truly care.”

RObbie Family of Past Client

Growing up, Robbie Brescia wondered, as most people do, the ability to continue to function and He says that the attitudes he encountered

what would happen to his parents when they got older and live knowing that we have this support It always feels aren’t part in a job description, you can't

were no longer able to care for themselves at home. for them. They not only gave the that you have that write “care” into a job description, a person
support to my family, but did amazing warm comforter has to have that as part of their being.

“They’re your parents and you love them, but one day you
know they may not be able to care for themselves, this
happened to my parents. You always have that fear that

work with my Mum. She even enjoyed around you. There has to be a passion for the work.

riding the bike, something she had “You see the care and the love.

I'm going to leave my parents with someone else and they never done before! They make it the best that they can
won't be able to care for them like family can. But it’s being “And they all did it... there was no other make it. Its comfortable and that's important”
truthful to yourself that you can't do it all, and you may motive except for care and compassion and : . . . .
need specialized help? seeine her recain some of her mobilitv” Robbie recalls seeing a sign posted in the dining room
. ' g 8 ty. at St. Joseph's Heritage that sums up the staff attitude:

Robbie’s fears were put at ease when his Dad moved Robbie recalls an incident that illustrated the easy nature “We don’t work where they live. We work in their home
into long-term care at Hogarth Riverview Manor of life at Hogarth Riverview M.

garth Riverview Manor. . -
and later, when his mother entered the Geriatric B ) o Robbie expressed thanks to tEe Car N Group for giving
Assessment and Rehabilitative Care (GARC) program They had bl.ngo and the staff cfalled fne :and. saui, Where more bcare t}clla;l the.:y.havi1 to, .for :lelllng ttl)lat fam11};h .
at St. Joseph's Hospital. would you like us tf) put.you.r :flthers wtnmngs. .My Dad member and for glVl,ngt .at virtual hug ecause I thin ’

_ had never played bingo in his life, and I'm thinking, what sometimes when were going through these journeys, that's

When my father went to Hogarth (I knew) it was winnings? What did he do? Dad later told me, ‘Yeah, T what we need the most””
the right thing because the minute yf)u VV)Z)llked in, won a $1.75 Those little activities, the social activity “I know with the Care Group, it always feels that you
you saw the care and your fears subsided. meant the world to him and to our family. There is always

have that warm comforter around you. Without the the
Care Group, where would we be? Wed be maybe having
different stories”

the care, but it’s also about the social aspect for many

“With the GARC program, I can't say enough because ) N
people who are lonely and isolated.

they’ve been that extended support to take care of my

mother” The GARC program provides a ‘tune up’ for Robbie said that when his mom began needing geriatric “Now that I do know (I think), wow, its a they do a
seniors who can still remain in their home independently support she said, T didn't picture this for myself. But the lot” Because of this caring attitude and the compassion
but need some support to regain confidence in their ability staff at St. Joseph's Hospital created another picture that for their clients my mom has become a donor to the

to remain independent. said, “here’s how were going to help you and here’s how

Foundation. She wants to give back to those that helped

we'te going to take care of you. her regain some of her independence”

“And then knowing that you have the team of the
Care Group that can help you, support you and lift you up So we're going to get you to where you need to be”
along the journey. I can't say enough because it’s given me Her demeanor soon became much more upbeat.

St. Josephs Foundation is honoured to share the “Caring Moments” stories from our clients

and their families. Each story tells their personal experience with the care and compassion
provided by the staff of St. Joseph's Care Group. Become a part of the Caring Moments program
and share your gift of gratitude through your personal story or by making a donation in
appreciation of the care your family received.

) Funded by the C d|¢|
Government of Canada’s
ST. JOSEPH'S FOUNDATION Community Services Recovery Fund ana a

Donate today wwwsjftb.net/caringmoments




Visit TBnewswatch.com
Thursday, December 14, 2023

NEWS

Guilty plea for sexual assault

By Doug Diaczuk - TB Source

A Thunder Bay man who was called a serial
sexual predator by a judge during a previous
sentencing hearing has once again pleaded
guilty to charges of sexual assault.

Gary Lamont, 61, appeared before Justice
Salvatore Merenda in a Thunder Bay court-
room on Friday, where he pleaded guilty to
three counts of sexual assault.

The charges relate to incidents that
occurred in 2021 and 2022 while Lamont was
a landlord of a north side property.

The three male complainants, who were
either tenants or prospective tenants, told
investigators that Lamont engaged in
unwanted sexual advances and touching
without consent on numerous occasions.

Crown attorney, Jane-Anne McGill, said
two of the complainants are considered
vulnerable members of the community.

A publication ban is in place protecting the
identities of the complainants.

A victim impact statement was shared with
the court by one of the complainants, who
said he continues to have nightmares of the
assaults and feels his freedom has been
stolen.

Gary Lamont pleaded guilty in court last week for sexual assault incidents that took place in 2021 and 2022.

“I feel used, I feel enraged and angry that it
happened again,” the statement reads. “The
touching and harassment every day. I am
feeling angry and enraged that he didn’t
listen. He invaded my privacy and space. His
behaviours are nightmares for me.”

A joint submission by the Crown and

Kettle campa|gn nears 50%

By Leith Dunick - TB Source

The Salvation Army’s kettle is half full.

But there’s still a long way to go to fill it
up the rest of the way, says Gary Ferguson,
executive director at the organization’s
Journey to Life Centre.

With about two weeks left in the
$260,000 campaign, the Salvation Army
has collected $122,400, about 43 per cent of
its target.

Ferguson said the money goes a long way
to helping the less fortunate throughout
the year.

"The escalating costs are making it
increasingly difficult for people with
limited means to cover all their expenses,"
Ferguson said in a release issued Thursday.
"The support we receive from kettles
means we will be able to make Christmas a
happier time for them and we will be able
to assist them through the year. Thank you
to everyone for your caring gifts."

There are plenty of ways for the public to
give to help the organization collect the
remaining amount of $137,600, he added.

Kettles are located at Superstore,
Intercity Shopping Centre, Grandview
Mall, Walmart’s three Thunder Bay loca-
tions, as well as the LCBOs on Arthur

‘.
The Salvation Army is trying to raise $260,000 this year.

Street, Dawson Road and at the Thunder
Centre. All kettle locations also have tap-
to-give donation options.

defence counsel, Gil Labine, was presented to
Merenda calling for a custodial sentence of
two years less a day on top of enhanced pre-
sentence custody of 15 months and 23 days.
Lamont has a previous criminal record,
which includes convictions on five counts of
sexual assault from incidents between 1993

and 2007. Following his conviction in 2017,
Lamont was sentenced to five years in
custody.

“You have a criminal record, the latest
convictions convinced me that you have
engaged in a pattern of sexual conduct that is
reprehensible. Your actions had a great affect
on at least one of the individuals who saw fit
to provide a victim impact statement,”
Merenda said.

“I don’t know what’s wrong with you. You
are 61 and have these ailments, but if you are
back before me or another judge, you may
spend the rest of your life in jail.”

Merenda agreed with the joint submission.
Lamont will spend another two years in
custody going forward. He is also required to
submit a DNA sample, will be required to
register with the Sex Offender Information
Registry Act for life, and is subject to a
lifetime weapons prohibition.

Lamont is also awaiting sentencing after
pleading guilty earlier this week to charges of
forgery and defrauding the public over $5,000
for his role in the Norval Morrisseau art fraud
ring.

A sentencing hearing on those charges will
take place later in the month.
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10-Digit Dialing
IT'S HERE

Home Phone & Business Voice

As a result of the CRTC mandate to transition to 10-digit
dialing across Canada, all Tbaytel Home Phone and Business
Voice customers must now dial 10 digits (807 + 7 digit phone
number) for local calls. This change is to support the new
national 9-8-8 emergency number for mental health and
suicide prefrence services.

To learn more, visit
tbaytel.net/10digitdialing

toaytel

Nearly 1.5 million tons of potash has been handled at the Port of Thunder Bay this year, through the end of November.

potash

By Kevin Jeffrey - Local Journalism Initiative
Reporter

Officials are ready for the busiest month
of the year at the Port of Thunder Bay.

CEO Chris Heikkinen says the agency is
anticipating increased activity compared to
the 2022 season.

“You will see a larger number of vessels
in the harbour,” Heikkinen said. “We're
hoping that Mother Nature continues to
work on our side, and give us fair weather
so that the ice doesn't get too thick before
the closing of the season.”

Heikkinen mentioned that the port has
handled a new modern record of approxi-
mately 1.5 million tons of potash as of the
end of November.

He attributes that in part to global forces
that have spiked demand for Canadian
potash.

"The global potash industry has changed
a little bit in the last couple of years,"
Heikkinen said. "Of course, the Russia-
Ukraine conflict has tightened supply. In
Canada, we're producing more potash

Port sets new

record

every year. We're the world's number one
potash producer, and our exports are
growing and so the port and the seaway are
doing our part to participate in that."

He added the port is also looking at near-
record numbers of “salty” and laker traffic.
“Salty” traffic refers to visiting ocean-going
vessels, while the largest lakers are
confined to the upper lakes because they
are too big to use the Seaway locks.

Larger salties cannot travel farther inland
than Montreal, Quebec.

There were slowdowns in October as a
result of a St. Lawrence Seaway strike that
began on Oct. 22.

A tentative agreement ended the strike a
week later, which, according to Heikkinen,
was fortunate for them because “the
seaway [was able to get] their operations
together very quickly.”

Heikkinen also noted that there is an
ongoing experiment to extend lock closures
by a week, which will give officials an idea
as to how much can be gained from the
extra week on the tail end of the shipping
season.
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Holiday entertaining

Baked brie is a big , ‘

hit and very tasty

In an effort not to repeat myself, I went
back to long ago (Holiday 2022) and re
read some of my columns from that time.

We discussed the big holiday dinners,
the whole turkeys, or the big bone in ham
with all the fixings. We never really
discussed what to do about a smaller
holiday gathering.

If you just wanted a couple small apps
to entertain a few friends with? Here’s a
few that you can do quickly and easily.

Baked brie for some people can be a
tough sell.

However, its freaking delicious even its
in most basic form. Brie cheese is an off
white, cows milk cheese named after the
region in France in which it was created.
It is soft and covered with a hardened
rind of white mould.

The rind is typically eaten with the
cheese when it is cool but can be
trimmed for a baked version as some-
times it will become tough to chew when
heated. Baked brie can be executed in a
multiple of ways.

Whether wrapped in pastry,
and served en croute, or just
placed in a dish with a
garnish with crackers, chips ~
or breads.

If you're making baked brie
en croute for a group of |
friends on a random Friday in
December, you're typically
not reading this for instruc-

Derek Lankinen

When choosing your toppings, its obvi-
ously important to go with things you
like, but if you like to live on the wild
side, a few suggestions can be dried cran-
berries with maple syrup and pecans;
,, mushrooms and caramelized
onions; peaches, honey and
balsamic reduction. The
4| most important thing, is to
remember your mouthfeel,
have something crunchy or
chewy involved to coun-
|| teract the gooiness of the
warm brie.

While brie is milder and
more subtle in flavour than

tion, so we are going to
bypass that.

For a typical application, brie is placed
in some kind of Corningware or oven
safe dish.

As far as toppings go, brie is highly
flexible, there really aren’t a lot of rules
just some guidelines.

its sister camembert, some
lower quality bries can taste slightly
ammoniated and unfortunately the top
kinds can be cost prohibitive for typical
baked brie applications.
That’s why some sweetness and acidity
with your toppings, can be crucial to an
effectively executed baked brie.

Turkey, brie and cranberry ona cracker can make a wonderful Chrrstmas appetizer. (iStock)

oF

Let’s be honest, we are talking about a
dish of melted cheese, where for most
people, a little goes a long way.

Brie can also be very rich, that’s where
acidity can be helpful, however another
option could be a liqueur or alcohol
component when you look at building
your flavours.

Cointreau, amaretto or frangelico can
all add another dynamic to your flavours
while adding a much-needed element
that can cut all that richness from a beau-
tiful baked cheese.

I totally meant to talk about other types
of appetizers but I'm a fat kid and I like
cheese, so I guess that will be next week.

Derek Lankinen is an award-winning
chef, author, and restauranteur. He is the
Owner/Operator of Beefcake’s Burger
Factory with two locations in Westfort
and Current River and Co-Owner of Elite
Beef.

ENIGMA"

CRYPTOGRAM
“XSY WNA AGHGE DGJ GASYDZ SU CZNJ
XSY PSA’J AGGP, TGWNYQG CZNJ XSY
PSA’J AGGP CSA’J QNJRQUX XSY.”

— PNVVRA Z. SNOQ

Enigma cryptograms are created from quotations
and proverbs from around the world. Each letter
stands for another letter. Hint: “A” = "N”

7

9| |1

8

3
8

-

-

({(o]ké | er]loe

7

ACROSS
1 Couch
5 Sheep’s cry
8 Semitic deity
12 Winglike
13 Yelp
14 Prayer book
15 lodine (pref.)

(abbr.)

41 Fungus

44 Become solid
48 Air (pref.)

49 Mother of
Hezekia

51 Venezuelan
copper center

m|>|—lm|T|> T OO|X|m

16 Sleep 52 7th incarnation
17 Volcano crater of Vishnu
18 Wife of Aeneas 93 Field deity
20 Venice bridge 94 Time period
22 Ultimate degree 95 Former
23 Rower 56 Vanity
24 Silly 57 Recess
27 Alligator pear
31 Equal

opportunity

employer DOWN

(abbr.) 1 Levantine ketch : o
32 Exclamation 2 Whistling swan g gﬂ'sie?nﬂ'ﬁg"e
33 Failure 3 Vanish sea
34 Rom. 4 Back

purification 5 Talking bird 10 Maiay law
37 Duck 6 Amer.

. 19Eye
39 Pronoun Automobile inflammation
40 Recommended Assn. (abbr.) -
i 21 Honey-eater
daily allowance 7 Okay bird
2 3 4 6 9 [0 [i1

RVASERVIGE
[RIREPAIRS
R

Factory Trained, Fully Licensed,
Master Certified, Serving
Northwestern Ontario over 46 years

Delamination?
Slide-Out Leaking?

Soft Spots on your RV’s Roof, Walls, Floors?
Come See Us — Your Rebuild Specialists!

Specializing in Rubber Roof & Filon Lamination, Floor & Wall Rebuilds

+ Complete Undercarriage Work ¢ Repairs to RV Furnaces, Fridges,
HWH & Convertors. * TSSA Licensed for LP Servicing.

OPEN YEAR ROUND for Service & Parts.
RV Service You Can Trust!

983-3449

3075 Alice Ave.

off Government Rd.

BREAK FREE FROM DEBT TODAY!
We listen. We Care. We Can Help.

Jayson Stoppel cpa, ca
Licensed Insolvency Trustee

IBDO

1095 Barton Street
(807) 625-4424
WEBSITE: debtsolutions-thunderbay.ca

24 Coagulate

25| owe you
(abbr.)

26 Some (Fr.)

27 Goal

28 Stir

29 Driving under
the influence
(abbr.)

30 Unusual

32 Palatine (2
words)

35 Gorge

36 Portuguese
coin

37 Amer. Dental
Assn. (abbr.)

38 3rd incarnation
of Vishnu

40 Nose (pref.)

41 Berne’s river

42 Toothed wheel

43 Weapons

45 Forfeit

46 Adjective-
forming (suf.)

47 Son of Loki

50 Capture
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Jackets to head north

By Katie Nicholls - TB Source

In the spirit of Giving Tuesday, Mikinakoos
Children's Fund is looking to raise $15,000 by
the end of the year.

Partnering with Keewaytinook Okimakanak
First Nations, Keewaytinook Internet
Highschools, and Fort Hope First Nation,
Emily Shandruk, the executive director of the
fund, aims to use the funds to purchase thou-
sands of winter jackets for children in those
areas.

"This year, we're partnering with three
different groups in communities, which is
resulting in close to 15,000 jackets," Shandruk
said.

"That $15,000 that we're hoping to raise by
the end of December will be coupled as well
with a donation that we received from the TD
Community Grants"

TD Bank donated $50,000 over two years to
Mikinakoos Children's Fund in early
November through its Ready Commitment
Funding, giving the children's fund a $40,000
purse to buy much-needed winter items for
kids in these remote communities.

With the help of the Knights of Columbus,
Shandruk has been able to secure hundreds of
new winter jackets,

"[They] let us know that they have this

W \

Mikinakos Children’s Fund is trying to raise $15,000.

buying power and that they receive really
excellent winter coats at a very discounted
rate. So we've been able to purchase 1,200
coats directly from them."

Shandruk expects the coats to arrive next
week but says they are still accepting dona-
tions.

Where’s the show?

Winter weather taking it’s time to get here

By the middle of December, we are M+
usually knee-deep in snow and taking full :
advantage of all the fun activities that
winter brings.

Skating outside, snowshoeing, ice fishing,
snowmobiling, snowboarding, fatbiking and
skiing are just some of the winter favourites
that so many people in Northwestern
Ontario look forward to at this time of year.
The start-up of this winter season has been
different though.

We have received little snow and the
small amount that has hit the ground
melted away rather quickly. Even up in
Lappe, where November skiing is the norm,
the ground is almost bare.

Though some people are likely enjoying
the exceptionally late arrival of winter this
year, you can rest assured that it is indeed
coming, sooner or later.

When that first blizzard finally arrives,
and the snow stays on the ground, the
difference between simply surviving and
truly thriving will all be in our mindset.
What we must do is look beyond the snow
that we must clear from our driveways and
focus on all the opportunities for joy and

DONATE ONLINE

Community is at the very heart of
everything we do at United Way of
Thunder Bay.

As 2023 comes to a close, we ask you to think about what
community means to you, and how you can help those in need
right here at home.

With your help, your United Way of Thunder Bay will assist
more local people, where and when they need it, creating
strong neighbourhoods where everyone has a sense of
belonging and connection.

Thank you for showing your Local Love by supporting United

Way of Thunder Bay!

@ United Way
® Thunder Bay

uwaytbay.ca/donate

adventure that winter brings us.

For my family, cross-country skiing is still
the activity of choice because it is some-
thing we can all participate in. Even though
we don’t always ski together, we find joy in
the process of meeting up after work and
school, having an early dinner and then
driving out to Lappe to meet up with
friends and other families to ski under the
lights.

This has been our routine since my
daughters were only a couple years old, and
it provides us with all the social and
physical benefits we need to stay happy and
healthy through the otherwise cold and
dark winter.

Where you find your own winter passion
might be very different, but the
key to loving our winters is
simple and universal: find some
activity that excites your mind
and warms your heart in the
coldest months. Even though the
cold months seem to be getting
shorter.

The past decade has shown that
rain in December might be the

Keith Ailey

o ;

Skiing season has hit a bump in the road this year.

We are relatively sheltered from the stag-
gering increase we are seeing in global
disasters such as wildfires, drought,
extreme heat, floods and
tropical storms. In contrast to
what we are seeing around the
world, our shorter, warmer
winters with a little less snow
seem like a minor inconven-
ience in our quest for winter fun
and adventure.

As we continue to wait for
winter, consider saying a little

new normal, but things could

the GOOD LIFE

prayer, or doing a snow dance,

definitely be worse.

As climate change continues, it is not hard
to conclude that we seem to be well
situated here, with our location on the
north shore of the world’s largest fresh-
water lake.

because many of us are
anxiously awaiting the arrival of a thick
blanket of the white stuff. After all, if you
choose to let snow ruin your day, you will
have a lot less joy in your life, but still the
same amount of snow.
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The Boy and the
Heron must see

One had to do a double-take surveying the
SilverCity schedule to find The Boy and the
Heron listed for what may be a modestly
extended run. Anime on the big screen here
in Thunder Bay is as common as Haley’s
Comet. It’s a must-see especially when
directed by legendary animator Hayao
Miyazaki.

Nicknamed Japan’s Walt Disney, the 82-
year-old Miyazaki is perhaps best known
for “Princess Mononoke,” presented by the
North of Superior Film Association (1998-
99) and the Oscar-winning “Spirited Away”
(2001). He’s won 80 other international
cinema awards.

In 2014, Miyazaki received an Honorary
Oscar for his contributions to animation
and world cinema. His 2014 Oscar nomi-
nated “The Wind Rises” was reputed to be
Miyazaki’s final film. Ditto “The Boy and
the Heron,” a gift to his grandson. However,
there are rumours he’s got more films
within him.

The Boy and the Heron has the distinction
of being the first animated film to open the
Toronto International Film Festival. The
story is inspired partly by the Japanese
classic novel, ‘How Do You Live?’ (the
movie’s final line) and Miyazaki’s own
childhood experiences during WW II.

The setting is war-time Japan.
Immediately, there is an emergency where
12-year-old Mahito loses his mother in a
hospital fire, a very effectively rendered
sequence. Sometime later Mahito and his
industrialist father relocate to the country-
side. Father has married again to Natsuko
who is already pregnant with his child.

The Boy and the Heron is playing at SilverCity.
somewhat ineffectual man-eating para-
keets.

Several sequences ensue where Mahito’s
courage and determination are tested.
Some characters are helpful, others threat-
ening. The plot is like a hall of mirrors.
Miyazaki’s tossing in so much that it’s
better to simply let the images wash over
us. We can only conclude that this is
Mahito’s path to overcoming grief and lone-
liness.

The war’s effect on Japan—recruits going

Despite Natsuko’s gentle, well-
meaning demeanor, Mahito
misses his birth mother and his
old home.

Mahito is soon pestered by a
mischievous, talkative gray
heron that leads him to an old
ruin, a secluded tower,

off to war, shortages of canned
food, Mahito’s father’s worry
over a factory—are briefly
glimpsed, as if from a child’s
perspective.

The movie features Miyazaki’s
trademark hand-drawn visuals,
stunning stylistic flourishes,

constructed by his great-uncle MartyMascarin vivid colour, with symbolism

who disappeared under myste-

and smatterings of humour.

rious circumstances. Given its

MOVIE TALK

Themes from his previous

foreboding aura, locals stay
away.

However, one day Natsuko disappears
into the tower. Mahito and the heron,
which proves to be another oddball entity,
venture forth to rescue his step-mother.
Immediately, they’re swept up into an alter-
nate universe populated by unusual
creatures including giant, portly and

movies—loss, grief, childhood
giving way to uncertainties of adulthood,
some environmental commentary--are
interwoven into the narrative. There are
vestiges of “The Wizard of Oz” and “Alice
through the Looking Glass”
Though not ideal for youngsters, mature
film buffs will want to catch The Boy and
the Heron.

“They all seemed to want to be a
part of her care circle; her guardians.
It was just like an extended family.”

Frank Family of Past Client

Explore Frank’s Story

Share your “Caring Moments” story and see
how your contribution can impact your life,
the lives of your family and the lives of others.

Donate today
www.sjftb.net/caringmoments

A

ST. JOSEPH'S FOUNDATION ST. JoserH's CARE GROUP

Funded by the 1+l
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Brar, Lopez make most of return

By Leith Dunick -TB Source

A year ago, Kirpa Brar and Paula Lopez
could only watch from the sidelines, injuries
curtailing their chance to contribute on court
for the Lakehead Thunderwolves women’s
basketball team.

Fast forward 12 months and both players
have become integral parts of rookie coach
Hugo Boisvert’s rebuild.

Brar, named the team’s athlete of the month
for November, has provided starter-level
production — and then some — coming off
the bench, averaging 11.2 points per game,
26th best in all of Ontario University
Athletics. She’s also dished out 34 assists in 10
appearances, the sixth-most in the league.

Lopez, who hails from Zaragoza, Spain,
arrived at Lakehead in 2021, but wasn’t able to
contribute until this season, as she continued
to work her way back from the injury list.

The 5-foot-8 scoring guard is averaging 4.5
points a night and is still a work in progress,
but has the confidence of Boisvert and her
teammates - not to mention a place in the T-
Wolves starting five.

Outside of Ally Burke, the fourth-leading
scorer in the OUA at the Christmas break, no

player has been as integral to the success of
the Thunderwolves in the first half of the
2023-24 campaign, which sees the team sitting
at 3-7 with the toughest part of their schedule
behind them.

Four times Brar has hit double-digit points,
including a pair of 19-point efforts. The
Thunderwolves are 3-1 in games when she
does top 10 points, and 0-6 when she doesn’t.

She’s a natural coming off the bench, she
said.

“I've played that role since even before
coming to Lakehead. I was always the person
coming off the bench. If energy was needed, I
gave it, so it’s nothing new,” Brar said.

Having a player like Brar to come off the
bench is luxury, Boisvert said.

“She just takes a load off of some of our
scorers’ shoulders,” he said. “When she’s on,
and she’s playing confident out there - which
she’s starting more and more to play with
confidence - she’s been huge. It’s good to
have her off the bench right now, giving us
that spark and that lift. But down the stretch,
she’s also there to finish off games.”

Lopez, who scored a season-high nine points
in the regular-season opener against Toronto
Metropolitan, said it was tough not being able

WHAT'S IN
SANTA’S
STOCKING?

VICTORIA’S CUPBOARD

Magic of Christmas

115 May Street North

807-622-7821

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11-5

Saturdays 11-4

(free 2 hour meter parking)

to play the past two years.

“I'm really happy to be back,” Lopez said.
“I'm hopeful I'm going to be able to get to the
level I hope to be at.

“You always want more, but I'm honestly
happy with the team and how I'm doing.” ¢

Boisvert said Lopez has shown the ability to
adapt in her rookie season, which is important
on a team like the T-Wolves, that’s not neces-
sarily focused on results, but still in the thick
of the playoff hunt in the OUA Central, tied
for the 12th and final playoff spot.

“She’s adapting to a new system and new
roles and positions. She’s being asked to play
some roles now that are maybe a little bit
outside of her comfort zone. That’s why she’s
got to find her marks there,” Boisvert said.
“But she’s been vital to us, just from a locker-
room perspective.

“She’s an outstanding leader, she’s an
outstanding teammate to be around and she’s
contributing on both sides.”

Lakehead returns to action at home on Jan. 5
against Laurentian (3-7) and welcomes
Nipissing to the Thunderdome the following
night.

Kirpa Brar has been a hoost off the bench for LU,
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Ohtani deal a $700M behemoth

The Shoehei Ohtani saga has come to an end,
and as most expected, the two-way star landed
with the Los Angeles Dodgers.

The contract is a staggering 10-year, $700
million deal, the richest in North American
team history. And it’s not even close.

Canadians went from a high on Friday, when
it was erroneously reported Ohtani was on his
way to Toronto to sign a deal, to the baseball
depths on Saturday, when he

after recovering from Tommy John surgery?
My biggest issue with the deal is that report-
edly the Dodgers are going to defer tall but $2
million a year of the contract to help keep
them out of luxury tax hell. This is a really
slippery slope for the league. I'm sure it’s
already being done, but if Ohtani is being paid
$700 million over 10 years, all $70 million of
his annual salary should count toward their
luxury tax threshold each of those

announced on his Instagram page
that he’d chosen the talent-laden
Dodgers.

Take that, Jeff Passan.

Blue Jays fans were crestfallen,
but if you’d told them when free
agency opened that it would take
a $700-million deal to get the job
done, not a single one of them

Leith Dunick

10 years. Instead, only $46 million
will.

Otherwise, it’s going to price all
but a few large market teams - of
which the Blue Jays and their
ownership - Rogers Commun-
ications - happen to be one.

My fear is when new Yankees
slugger Juan Soto hits the market

would have though their team had

SPORTS SHORTS

next year, for example, a team like

a chance.

Ohtani, a unanimous choice for American
League most valuable player for the second
time in his six-year career, is a unicorn, of
sorts. One of the top hitters, and when healthy,
one of the top pitchers in all of baseball.

His contract, however, comes with plenty of
questions.

Is he going to return to pitching form in 2025,

March 28th 2024

the New York Mets may come
along and offer him $600 million off the top,
with $300 million of it deferred, Bobby Bonilla
style.

Teams like the Baltimore Orioles, a quality
young squad that should be able to attract a
star looking to win, have a total of $42.8 million
committed for 2024. Can they really add a $50-
million bat to their lineup and not cause huge

Valhalla Inn

10:00 AM - 7:00 PM

dissension in the clubhouse.

Sure, they could spend more to start, given
the revenue they take in, reportedly US$264
million in 2022, but in reality, will it get much
higher than the $71 million the Orioles spent
last year? Perhaps a smidge. And only $53
million of that money was actually for the 26-
man roster. The rest was retained or buried
salary, according to sportrac.com, with about
$3.1 million accounting for players on injured
reserve.

As for the Blue Jays, it sounds like they’ve
already pivoted. Star outfielder Cody
Bellinger, who hit .307 with 26 home runs and
97 RBI and compiled a 4.4 WAR, is rumoured
to be talking to the Jays (and plenty of other
teams like the Giants and his 2023 team, the
Chicago Cubs), and is the perfect fit in my
mind, even with some regression.

He’s a left-handed bat with Gold Glove abili-
ties in centerfield.

Given the uncertainties surrounding the
Cleveland Guardians TV deal, if 'm GM Ross
Atkins, I'm also reaching out to them to
inquire about switch-hitting 3B Jose Ramirez.
They may not want to trade their star infielder,
but if the offer is good enough, say Alek
Mahoah and Ricky Tiedemann, it may tempt
the Guardians into action.

Thunder Bay, Ontario

Opportunities Northwest
Job Fair

Presented by < (] >

EQUINOXGOLD

GREENSTONE MINE

AN EQUINOX GOLD / ORION JOINT VENTURE

Imagine a lineup that looked like this: George
Springer, Jose Ramirez, Bo Bichette, Cody
Bellinger, Vladimir Guerrero, Dalton Varsho,
Alejandro Kirk, Davis Schneider and a desig-
nated hitter of your choice?

Not bad.

I guess the one lesson learned last week is to
stop running with every social media rumour.

I do think the Jays got played by Ohtani’s
agents, and reporters like Jon Morosi and J.P.
Hoornstra fell for it hook-line-and-sinker,
racing to announce Ohtani had chosen
Toronto and was likely en route for the paper-
work.

The media frenzy that followed, including
tracking a private flight from Anaheim to
Toronto that turned out to be carrying
Canadian businessman and Shark Tank star
Robert Herjavec, was ridiculous.

We got caught up in the hype in our
newsroom, though we didn’t report anything.

Clearly, we haven’t learned much.

On Monday, a cryptic photo of the top of the
CN Tower was posted to the Instagram page
of Bellinger’s girlfriend. So, now I'm already
looking for Bellinger jersey deals on the Blue
Jays website.
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Job Seekers in NW Ontario! Engage with potential employers in person to gain better insight!

§(\ﬁl\/H’ALA BARRICK

QDONE RITE

TIRE & AUTO

CANADA

Member of the Implats Group

PREMIER SPONSORS

NorWest Community
Health Centres

Centres de santé
communautaire NorWest

f Tikinagan

Child & Family Services

NORTH ROCK

SHo ookt m Anishnabek
Health Authority N2 Police Service

Comm

Thunder Ba

TRUCK & TIRE

Newmont.

Brought to you by

[ A

ONTY LIV dougallmedia

Thunder Bay's Multimedia Solutions




Visit TBhewswatch.com
Thursday, December 14, 2023

CLASSIFIEDS

AD RATES $999 BA RGAI N ONLY D EAD LI N E SHOP ON-LlNE at (Leave usda messrlaligetif we do not"
1/2 PRICE’ Up to 20 Classified Word Ads: https://shop.dougalimedia.com/ answer, and we will return your call
words co R N E R assifie or s: CALL US AT 346-2600 Our office is temporarily closed to
Additional words 25¢. 15 words max. for items MONDAY @ Noon . the public due to COVID-19.
pote s | S Dispay & photo ;| - Oremalt Telephone Hours:
Does not apply to Bargain Corner ads. Must contain price. Plus HST MONDAY @ Noon classitie S@douga media.com Mon.- Fri. 8:30a.m.- 5:00p.m.

REAL ESTATE 38. Snowmobiles o HERE'S MY CARD HERE'S MY CARD
FOR SALE 39. Parts & Repairs ol Additional PUZZLE ' , - — .
0L. City D.ry seasqned firewood. 1 cord $110 ANSWERS ARV DTN S { Al
02‘ Rural Homes YARD SALES pick up V|bert$Road, Rosslyn.$4 tlle Thunder Bay Source Sitntnindedns St
C - minimum for $100/cord and $40 for e .
03 mfg'}e;cloergegz 40 Curent Rier delivery. call 807-345-4363 Classifieds are AILIAIRIVIAIP JOIRIDIO Dulux Paints  50% off select Paint
05. Condos 2. South S MISGIWANTED] HALF PRICE! JIm®7=5ER S DECORATING CENTRE yith your CAA Card
06. Cottages 43. Westfort \éV:nnr}gg,s R}Irlﬁf;rrysltenﬁéflifngghg%usngr GILIDID AT S8 A DO *BLINDS  * CARPET . .
g; ﬁ:\)/?sTra:ecr:%lPropeny el entire estates, | have proper permits to LUS L E g v = S XO LD . Fm‘]}“"ﬁ . mﬁlﬁli{APER VII'.\Y'. FlOOI'II'lg
09. Out of Town MISC.,NOTICES, purchase. Call 807.627-4764 / AIG|AR[T|CIlH[ARIDIEIN Startlng at $2.29 Sf
10. Real Estate Wanted ~ TENDERS 53, GENERAL SERVICES SR R G
45. Auctions #1 dump runs. Trash/yard clean-up, ERISITIME AP LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
FOR RENT 46. Health inside/outside. Tear down/remove TO SERVE YOU BETTER!
11. Houses 47. Travel sheds, fences, decks. Cut/remove small
12. Apartments 48. Financial trees, trim hedges, lawn cutting plus 8|7/9(6(1/3(2|4|5 FUSION MINERAL PAINT SOLD HERE
13. Rooms 49, Lost & Found general odd jobs/services. Call Frank 5/1/412/9(8(7|6(3 8 784 MEMORIAL AVE.
14, Room & Board 50. Personal 628-5919. D? |E' D U C‘ E‘ 32/6[7/4/5/1/9(8 | NExT T0 MCDONALDS) 807-344-0784
It S oo =DUC L ||| Fasisersisrrlz] (I Z—= oy o
Accommodations 52. Tenders
16. Cottages RECYCLE 9/6[2[8[7[1]3[5]4 595 ARTHUR ST. WEST
17, Commercil BUSINESS & 2]5(1|9]8[7[4[3]6 " 807-577-4334
18. Storage/Space SERVICES ) 6/9/7/4/3/2|5/8]|1 ‘) For Franchise °pp°m“|||es call
19. Wanted 53. General Services 4/3/8/1/5/6(9/2|7 1-800-661-2123
20. Condos 54. Home Improvements P el ENIGMA SOLUTION. v I ———————— 4
21. Miscellaneous 55. Bus. Opportunities ou can o !
56. Training Courses Ront noad athusa what You | FISH & CHIPS |
MERCHANDISE don’t need won't satisfy you” 1 [
FOR SALE EMPLOYMENT 8 i
22. Bargain corner 57, Help Wanted — Dallin H. Oaks i Buy a2 piece Alaska Pollock & Chips plus |
. 8 . ||
23. Misc. 58. Careers : 2 beverages, get the 2nd 2 piece pollock FREE!
24.Antiques 59. Child ” ¥ | No substitute. 1 coupon per visit. Must present coupon before ordering. i
25. Music 60. Health Care Additional Th 2 der Bay & Not valid on Tuesday or Good Friday. Cannot be combined with any other offer. L&
26. Office Equip. 61. Employment Wanted Source Classifieds are L Coupon expires: December, 31, 2023 i1
27. Machinery 62. Students For Hire 7 ; st
28. Pets & Livestock HA LF P R’ CE'
29. Food ANNOUNCEMENTS
30. Misc. Wanted 63. Coming Events A
64. Craft & Flea Markets
VEHICLES 65. Happy Ads >
FOR SALE 66. Cards of Thanks
31. Cars | 32. Trucks 67. In Memoriam
33.Vans 68. Death/Funerals
34. Motorcycles/ATV's
35. Campers/Trailers OCAL CRAFTS DESERVE ATTENTION.
36. Motgr Homgs Clean Out Your Old Items GET NOT|C%BOMMUWComﬂm
37. Marine Equip. and Fnd Them a New Ht.)me. DON'T LET THE GOOFS
(and money for ¥o_u.) ON YOUR ROOF
Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right to classify TBSouce Classifieds CALLTO TALKTO AN ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE TODAY
ads under appropriate headings and to set rates 807.346.2600 & FIND OUT WHAT WE CAN DO FOR YOU,

therefore and to determine page locations.

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right to revise,
edit, classify or reject any advertisement and to
retain any answers directed to the Box Reply Service,
and to repay the Customer the sum paid for the
advertisement and box rental.

; 807-355-1784 OR FIND OUT MORE AT WWW.THEROOFGURU.NET § f

11 ¥ ﬁ &m;ks LOCAL FOODS
| ' MARKET

SATU RDAY'’S
10TO 2

THE ONLY
THING MISSING
IS YOUR AD

CALL US & GET
YOUR MESSAGE
IN PRINT

807.346.2600

YOUR COMMUNITY GONNECTIGN

iISOURCE

AD\IERTISE WITH L'IS

SHARE YOUR BUSINESS CARD, SALES DISCOUNTS,
OUPONS AND MO

Fresh Veggles + Artisan Baking
Art

Box replies on "Hold" instructions not picked up
within 10 days of expiry of an advertisement will be
destroyed unless mailing instructions are received.
Those answering Box Numbers are requested not to
send originals of documents to avoid loss.

All claims of errors in advertisements must be
received by the Publisher within 3 days after the first
publication. No refund if ad is cancelled before expiry
date.

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right to increase
prices with 30 days written notice.

UNTIL DEC. 16TH

] Relocated to North End Rec
954 Huron Ave.

CONTACT AN ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE TODAY
807.346.2600




TMA

. 9

ivan

Sull

+Associates

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY




	Page 1 - Cover
	Page 2 - Full Ad
	Page 3 - Weather
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7 - Editorial
	Page 8 - Perspective
	Page 9 - Full Ad
	Page 10 - Full Ad
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13 - Games
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17 - Full Ad
	Page 18
	Page 19 - Classifieds
	Page 20 - Back Page

