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2021 F IRST: Ashley and Kevin Beda last Friday welcomed Rylee Evelyn to the world, the first baby born in the city this year. 
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baby 

of 
2021 
a girl

Rylee Evelyn Beda arrived a little 

earlier than planned, but was a 

welcome addition to her family on 

New Year’s Day /4

 INSIDE

Online sessions now    
available at hospital /2

City suggests 2% hike /3

BUDGET PROPOSAL

Winter camping is a great 
way to play outdoors /20

HANG-TENT

A look back at 2020 /22

TOP 10 SPORTS

Thunder Bay

YOUR COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER
W W W . T B N E W S W A T C H . C O M T H U R S D A Y ,  J A N U A R Y  7 ,  2 0 2 1

 Canadian Publications Agreement No. 0662445   Vol.18 No. 1

2020 YEAR IN REVIEW
OUR TOP 10 STORIES EACH MONTH, PLUS TOP NEWS AND SPORTS STORIES

ER GOES VIRTUAL

ICE WARNING 

Harbour and river ice conditions 
in the port are dangerous. No 
unauthorized person shall be on 
the ice.
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LO C A LNEWS

HEALTH 
By Leith Dunick –TB Source 

As the COVID-19 pandemic contin-
ues, Thunder Bay Regional Health 

Sciences Centre is launching a new vir-
tual emergency department. 

The program, which could treat up to 
30 patients per day, will offer same-day 
virtual assessments with physicians for 
people who are older than 17, have a 
non-life-threatening medical issue and 
either don’t have a primary care provider 
or timely access to one. 

It could keep up to 420 patients per 
month out of the emergency department. 

“The virtual ED program provides 
patients with safe, quality emergency 
care from the comfort of their homes,” 
said Dr. Bradley Jacobson, chief of 
emergency/trauma medicine at the 
hospital, in a release issued on Monday. 

“Virtual assessments are a convenient 
and accessible care option for patients 
who qualify, especially at-risk patients 
who wish to avoid a trip to the hospital 
and time spent in a waiting room during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.” 

Blocked off 

Each appointment will be scheduled 
for 15 minutes, with time allowed to 
connect with a patient’s device, review 
their details, perform the assessment and 
determine any potential next steps. 
Patients could be referred to community 
programs, specialists, diagnostic 
imaging procedures or lab work upon 
discharge. 

Prescriptions may also be provided. 
“We’re excited about the positive 

benefits this program will have for our 
Emergency Department and for our 
patients and their families,” said Lisa 
Beck, director of trauma, pre-hospital 
programs, emergency, critical care and 
nurse-led outreach Team at TBRHSC. 

“In addition to the convenience of care 
from the comfort of people’s homes, 
diverting unnecessary visits to our ED will 
result in increased overall capacity and 
reduced wait times for those who still 
need to attend in person.” 

Same-day appointments, which will take 
place through a secure video chat, will be 
booked between noon and 6 p.m. on a 
first-come, first-served basis to those who 
are eligible, at www.tbrhsc.net/VirtualED. 

To take part, patients need a computer or 
smart phone with video, a quiet space and 
internet access.

ER going 
online for 
qualified 
patients
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

SATURDAY

A mix of sun  
and clouds

Probability of Precipitation:  30% 
HIGH  -1    LOW  -6

Scattered flurries
Probability of Precipitation: 60% 

HIGH 0   LOW  -8

Mainly sunny 
Probability of Precipitation:  20% 

HIGH  -6    LOW  -8

SUNDAY

Cloudy with  
sunny breaks 

Probability of Precipitation:  30% 
HIGH  -1   LOW  -3

MONDAY

Scattered flurries
Probability of Precipitation:  40% 

HIGH  1   LOW  -7

Weather Forecast

Scattered flurries
Probability of Precipitation:  40% 

HIGH  -3   LOW  -9

LOCALNEWS

CITY HALL 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

The City of Thunder Bay plans to spend about $4.3 mil-
lion more in 2021 than it did last year.  

The city on Tuesday released a proposed a milestone-
crossing $203.7-million budget, which represents a 2.15 
per cent increase to the tax levy, before growth is factored 
in. After growth, the increase to the levy is $4 million, or 
two per cent.  

City manager Norm Gale said they’ve taken considera-
tions from the recently completed program and services 
review into consideration, adding they were 
directed by city council to come in at a two per 
cent net increase, while not cutting services to 
the public.  

The increase doesn’t include COVID-19 
expenses, estimated to be $8.7 million. The city 
has $4.2 million held over from funding 
supplied by senior levels of government and 
have proposed to draw the remaining $4.5 
million from its stabilization reserve fund.  

Gale said the uncertainty surrounding 
COVID-19 has turned the budget process to 
even more of a juggling act than usual.  

“Certainly budgeting is not an exact science 
and we do a lot of projections every year. Those 
projections are spot on. Sometimes we over-
project. Sometimes we under-project and we 
accommodate that throughout the year,” Gale said, noting 
they have not factored the current province-wide 
lockdown status into the current budget proposal.  

“It’s not unusual. What is unusual this year is COVID-
19. We are projecting $8.7 million of COVID-19 costs for 
this year. That’s based on the current state and what we 
think might happen in 2021. What actually does happen 
... of course remains to be seen. Like we did in 2020, we 
will adjust as we go.”  

COVID-19 is expected to have a $6.8-million impact on 
operations, a $1.2 million impact on transit and a 
$700,000 impact on the landfill.  

COVID drivers include $2.1 million related to lost 
revenues and screening costs, lost casino revenues of $1.2 
million and an increase of child-care costs of $1.2 million. 

The non-COVID portion of the proposed budget 
includes $18.9 million for roads and roads related 
projects, $5.4 million for fleet and equipment replace-
ment, $5 million for parks, including the Conservatory 
greenhouse, $1.6 million for police services, $4.1 million 
for transit improvements and $3.7 million for renewal of 
facilities.  

Gale said budgeting is a difficult process each and every 
year and being asked to come in at a two per cent hike 

was tough.  
“Our costs increase more than our revenue 

every single year. So every year is challenging 
to come in at a modest increase, while main-
taining the same service levels and increasing 
capital spending at the same time,” Gale said. 
“In this regard we’re no different than any other 
public-sector entities or even the private sector.”  

City treasurer Linda Evans said the city had 
to look at its operating side to find many of the 
cost-saving measures needed to meet council’s 
demands.  

“We identified about a million dollars. We 
reduced salaries and benefits, primarily related 
to historical vacancies or hiring gap savings. 
The last two years we’ve had this identified at 

year end and have put that into the budget,” Evans said. 
“We’ve also been able to identify some reductions in 
salaries related to the fire plan that was just announced, 
some changes that they’re making and other decreases 
related to our LED electricity costs.”  

The city has had to hire 38 temporary workers to meet 
COVID-19 needs at various facilities, jobs that will come 
off the books when COVID-19 ends.  

A tax levy is the amount of money that needs to be 
raised from property tax payers to fund municipal services 
and capital projects.  

The hike percentage does not necessarily represent the 
increase taxpayers will see added to their 2021 tax bills.  

“Certainly 
budgeting is 
not an exact 
science...” 

NORM GALE

Budget up 2 per cent
City plans to spend $4.3 million more than it did in 2020

F INANCIAL  PLAN: City treasurer Linda Evans on Tuesday present Thunder Bay’s proposed 2021 budget.
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Supporting those who are alone at Christmas

St. Joseph’s Foundation, 
together with the support of our community,

hopes to remind our clients that
someone is thinking of them 

during this time of year.

Donations gratefully accepted at

St. Joseph’s Foundation, 
63 Carrie Street,

or online at www.sjftb.net/santa 

or call the office at 768 4404.
CRA 119183267 RR0001

Help provide gifts and a visit
THIS CHRISTMAS TO CLIENTS OF 

ST. JOSEPH’S CARE GROUP 
who will be alone 

this Holiday Season

THUNDER BAY 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

The city’s first baby of 2021 is a girl. 
Rylee Evelyn Beda was born at 2:04 

a.m. on Friday to parents Ashley and 
Kevin Beda at Thunder Bay Regional 
Health Sciences Centre. Rylee is the 
couple’s second child, joining big broth-
er Nicholas, who was born two-and-a-
half years ago. 

Baby and mother are doing fine and 
expected to head home from hospital last 
Saturday. 

Ashley Beda said having a baby during 
a pandemic wasn’t that out of the 
ordinary. 

“Not much different, except that my 
husband could only stay for a limited 
time after she was born. He works at the 
hospital, so we knew what to expect. I 
felt confident and the nurses were great.” 

The couple was not originally 
expecting to have the new year’s baby. 

“My due date was Jan. 11, so it’s funny 
it happened this way,” Ashley Beda said.

City’s first baby of 2021 is a girl

BABY NEW YEAR: Rylee Evelyn Beda was born at 2:04 a.m. on New Year’s Day at Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre, to mother Ashley and father Kevin. 
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LO C A LNEWS

YEAR IN REVIEW 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

There’s no question 2020 will go down in infamy. 
It was a tumultuous year, to say the least. 

A pandemic swept the world, killing more than 1.8 
million people around the world. The killing of 
George Floyd brought Black Lives Matter to the 
global forefront, with protests spilling into the streets 
of Minneapolis and across the planet. 

Wildfires threatened to destroy Australia, height-
ening the climate change concern, and the U.S. 
election, pitting incumbent Republican Donald 
Trump against lifetime politician Joe Biden of the 
Democrats, is still being contested by Trump, despite 
losing by seven million votes. 

It was also one of the most fascinating news years 
in recent history here in Thunder Bay, the headlines 
dominated, of course, by COVID-19. 

But there were plenty of other stories that drew 
national and international attention. 

Here’s our top 10 of 2020, as chosen by editor, 
Leith Dunick.  

1 Clearly COVID-19 was the dominant story. At 
year’s end, there were 585 confirmed cases of 

the coronavirus, and sadly, 21 people and counting 
have died as a result, the majority linked to an out-
break at Soutbridge Roseview nursing home. The 
city’s first case was documented on March 27. By 
then the city was in lock-down, most businesses 
either closed or reduced to curbside delivery. Some 
would never reopen. The pandemic made household 
names of Dr. Janet DeMille and Dr. Stewart 
Kennedy, made heroes of front-line workers, 
brought mandatory mask orders and sent students 
online in search of an education. There is hope. On 
Dec. 22 the first Pfizer vaccines were administered at 
Thunder Bay Regional, though the city ended the 
year on a provincially mandated two-week shut-
down. 

2 Mayor Keith Hobbs was a polarizing figure 
while serving for two terms, but he and his wife, 

Marisa, were acquitted in February of charges of 
extortion, having been accused by a plaintiff of 
attempting to force him to buy a home for a third 
defendant in the case. The Hobbs’ later filed suit 
against just about everyone involved with the case, 
including the plaintiff and police, for upward of $15 
million. That case is still pending. 

3 Though too late to save her life, Barbara Kentner 
finally got justice more than three years after her 

death, which the court ruled was hastened as a result 
of a trailer hitch thrown from a passing car that hit 
her while out walking with her sister in January 
2017. Kentner died in July of that year and in early 
December, Brayden Bushby was found guilty of 
manslaughter in the case. He’d originally been 
charged with attempted murder. He also pleaded 
guilty to aggravated assault. 

4 A Black Lives Matter rally drew about 2,000 
people to Marina Park for a peaceful, but force-

ful, protest in the wake of the death of George Floyd. 
Organizer Pitia Modi said it meant a lot to the city’s 
growing Black community to see so much support 
and call for change. 

5 Through it all, Thunder Bay likely retained its 
dubious title as the murder capital of Canada. 

Eight people were killed at the hands of others in 
2020, including a 11-year-old on New Year’s Day 
and 14-year-old Kayleigh Ivall, whose body was 
found in the woods near Boulevard Lake. Austin 

Robinson, Rae Towegishig, Adrian Drysdale, Paul 
Vivier, Lydia Jacob and Christopher 
Meeseetawagesic were also murdered, according to 
police. 

6 Pinhole leaks in water pipes led to a $250-mil-
lion lawsuit being filed against the City of 

Thunder Bay, which was accused of causing the 
problem when it added sodium hydroxide to the 
municipal water supply to prevent lead poisoning. 
St. Joseph’s Care Group launched a separate 
$350,000 lawsuit, with hundreds of homeowners 
saying they were left on the hook for thousands of 
dollars in costly repairs. 

7  Fans of Finnish cultural heritage (and pancakes) 
were shocked to learn the Finlandia Association 

had filed for liquidation after a bank called in the 
organization’s mortgage on the Finnish Labour 
Temple, threatening the future of the Hoito 
Restaurant. The building was eventually sold to a 
developer, who plans to turn the hall into apartments. 

The fate of the Hoito remains in the air. 

8 A fire at the Thunder Bay courthouse has thrown 
a curve into an already difficult year on the jus-

tice front. The building, which opened in 2014, was 
closed after the electrical fire, forcing trials to satel-
lite locations, including the Valhalla Inn and the for-
mer Superior Court of Justice on Camelot Street, 
now a trendy downtown hotel. 

9 A series of rotating strikes, affecting all local 
school boards, finally came to an end with agree-

ments signed with the provincial government. 
Teachers and education workers were fighting for 
smaller class sizes and more favourable hiring poli-
cies, among other issues. 

10 Former city councillor Larry Hebert was 
found guilty of assault with a weapon and 

uttering threats, after initially being charged with 
attempted murder following a November 2019 inci-
dent. The 73-year-old was given a 12-month condi-
tional sentence.

Topsy-turvy 2020 in 10 stories

JUST ICE  DELIVERED: Barbara Kentner’s killer, Brayden Bushby, was found guilty of manslaughter. 
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For more information  
check out 

www.thunderbaywellness.com 

lose weight, 
  get healthy, 

feel great
Make the decision to lose 
weight, improve your health, 
and regain your energy. Our 
program gives you the tools 
for long-lasting results  
as well as: 

Lose 20-30 pounds 
in 6 weeks!   
call us: 
343-7932 
to receive a  
FREE CONSULTATION 
and find out more 

• entire process is doctor  
  supervised 
• one-on-one personal   
  evaluations. 
• no drugs, surgery or injections. 
• no shakes or pre-packaged 
  food

Your professionally 
designed 

TBSOURCE 
advertisement also 

appears online? 
 See for yourself at 

www.tbnewswatch.com 
(Follow the Business  

Directory links). 

Did You 
Did You   

Know That...

Know That...
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Not  time 
for travel
As the Tragically Hip once famously 

sang, “It’s the start of another new 
year.”  

For most of us, it couldn’t have come at 
a better time. We’re all so done with 2020 
and the bad news it seemingly brought us 
day after day and month after month.  

And yet, politicians across the country 
continue to listen instead to the Go Gos 
and took vacations and showed their utter 
selfishness and disdain for those of us 
who continue to do the right thing.  

Several polticians and their aides were 
revealed to have travelled to far-off desti-
nations over the holidays.  

NDP MP Nikki Ashton was stripped of 
her critics roles after traveling to Greece 
to visit her sick grandmother. Former 
Ontario finance minister Rod Phillips lost 
his portfolio after a trip to tropical St. 
Barts.  

Thankfully our own MPPs and MPs had 
the sense to stay home during the 
holidays.  

It’s absolutely unexcusable that anyone 
in public office thought it was a good idea 
to leave the country.  

Yes, we all want things to return to 
normal as soon as possible. But that’s not 
now. We’re far from normal, with record 
case numbers across the country.  

Polticians, do your part and set the 
example we expect of you. Why should 
the average citizen stay home if those 
who set the rules won’t follow them?
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Well, O’l Man Winter delivered.  We had a white 
Christmas.  Boy, did we ever! 

We did have snow on the ground out here on the 
farm but we could see patches of green and lots of 
stubble.  Now, no more green and a lot of stubble is 
covered as well.   

What we received is perfect for 
snowshoeing too.  But, before 
having fun making trails through 
the new snow, I had some snow-
clearing to do.  Actually, I had a lot.   

The easiest method for clearing 
snow on the farm is with my 
ancient tractor, Big Red, and a 
seven-foot snowblower attached to Red’s rear.  But I 
had delayed the attachment task as it is always (for 
me) onerous.    

What was available for the snow removal job was 
the bucket and the blade on the back of the tractor. Ol’ 
Man Winter had delivered more than forecast to the 
tune of about 30 to 40 centimetres, but with it, sudden 
freezing temperatures.   

Immediately after the storm, I had to get the 
driveway and in front of the barn doors snow-free.  I 
had to don several layers of clothing since Red doesn’t 
possess a protective cab.   

It is me and the elements while moving back and 
forth grabbing buckets of snow and dumping it away 
from the driveway and yard with gusting wind 
blowing swirls of snow obscuring my vision. Took me 
close to two hours and that was just on the east side of 
the barn 

The west side is what we call the “Yard” that 
contains the shavings shed and the lane to Mt. 
Crumpet where I dump the stall leavings, the manure.  
Because the day was frigid with the blasting wind. I 
saved snow-clearing the Yard until the next day. 

Meanwhile after I’d had a chance to get back inside 
Casa Jones and warm up a bit, I re-
emerged with my wife, Laura, to 
tackle the attaching of the snow 
blower onto the tractor.   

As I mentioned, for me attaching 
the snow blower is onerous.  
Inevitably the air turns colour 
above my head as frustration 

mounts.   
It took over a half hour due to me forgetting some of 

the procedure but we did manage to secure it and I 
even did a test-blow to make sure the blower was 
working.   However, the light was fading rapidly and 
so I left the snow-clearing of the Yard for the next day.   

But what the big snow had offered was excellent 
snowshoeing conditions.  At last, we had sufficient 
snow-cover for a good tromp that would be the first 
of this winter.  The day before the storm, I had taken 
pooches for a walk on our trails and handily traversed 
in my winter boots with the snow often barely above 
my ankles.   

After the snow dump, not a chance.  Great!   
Saturday afternoon we hauled out our snowshoes, 

strapped them on in the midst of two very excited 
dogs, and set off behind the house.   

Tough going for quite a stretch as we traversed the 

open field behind Casa Jones but we knew that the 
return tromp would be easy as the trail would be 
packed. 

When you reach the back bush, you have a choice 
of direction in which to go: to the left you can enter 
the red pines, a large stand of great soaring trees 
planted back in the 1960s; to the right you follow a 
riding trail through what once was a field but now 
grown in with various species of conifer.   

We chose neither.  Laura wanted to head straight into 
a grove of mature spruce that with all the snow still on 
the branches was right out of a fairy tale.   

Through the trees we slowly ploughed, Laura 
breaking off dead branches that would smack us in the 
face.   

We often stopped and listened: it was so still and 
quiet in the woods. The pine branches, even the trunks 
were covered in snow.  

We eventually made a circle and retraced our steps 
back to Casa Jones for a well-earned (so we thought) 
mug of hot chocolate.   Sunday, we headed back out 
on snowshoes and extended the packed trail.  The plan 
is to eventually have an extensive network of 
snowshoe trails upon which to walk. 

So, the snow, not much appreciated by many who 
have to shovel, is considered a blessing for us.  We 
get to walk on snowshoes, get exercise, and tromp 
through a true winter wonderland.   

And if we get another big dump courtesy of Ol’ Man 
Winter, Red and I are ready and the snowshoes are 
just by the front door.  And by the way, Happy New 
Year!

RURAL ROOTS

FRED 
JONES

Winter arrives for Christmas



For your daily news visit www.tbnewswatch.com 7T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u r a r y  7 ,  2 0 2 1

L
etters to the editor are most welcome. 
Those kept to 350 words or less  

have priority.  
 
The Thunder Bay Source reserves the  
right to edit submissions for content and  
clarity. All attempts will be made to  
preserve the core argument of the author.  

 
Address them to: 

Thunder Bay Source 

87 North Hill Street,  

Thunder Bay, ON  P7A 5V6 

   

Email: ldunick@dougallmedia.com 

Visit our website: www.tbnewswatch.com

HOW TO WRITE US:

HAPPY NOTE :  Residents of an apartment complex on Grenville Avenue awoke on Sunday morn-
ing to a cheerful message tramped into the snow at a ballfield across Cumberland Street. 
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JOY  TO THE WORLD

Perspective

VOICE YOUR OPINION ABOUT 
THINGS THAT MATTER MOST.   

VISIT www.tbnewswatch.com  
TO SHARE YOUR IDEAS AND VIEWS ABOUT 

OUR WEEKLY POLL QUESTION.

your

Should Canada have sooner implemented 
mandatory negative COVID-19 test 
requirements to enter the country? YES NO

92.9% 6.14%

DON’T KNOW
0.97%

TOTAL VOTES:   929

VOICE
THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

OPINION 
By J.R. Shermack 
Special to TB Source 

Happy New Year used to be a 
tired, old cliché, an automatic 

response to family and friends at 
the stroke of midnight when the 
future lay before us and we wish 
each other well. 

But as we reflect on the troubling 
events of last year and look 
forward to 2021 that well-worn 
greeting suddenly becomes more 
heartfelt and takes on a new 
urgency. 

We finally made it through 
December - hopefully everything 
will be alright and this will be the 
year that science triumphs over 
adversity, good health prevails over 
disease. 

We want loved ones to be safe, 
we long for social interaction and 
we are cautiously optimistic that 
our wishes for a Happy New Year 
will come true. 

We know what works 
With the advantage of experience 

and hindsight to guide us we now 
know what works and what makes 
things worse and there is no excuse 
for unsafe behaviour. 

This is true globally, nationally 
and locally – we have the tools, the 
knowledge and the ability to ensure 
success over the virus and wide-
spread public support will quicken 
the process. 

Sadly, that broad support has 
been lacking as vacationers, party-

animals and irresponsible social 
butterflies continue to ignore 
public health advisories. 

Even more disturbing is the 
recent revelation that federal and 
provincial public officials are 
ignoring the rules with their selfish, 
irresponsible and dangerous 
behavior. 

Elected representatives cautioned 
us to avoid all non-essential travel 
and then turned around, booked 
their own non-essential flights and 
went viral all around the world. 

When they were found out they 
admitted to serious errors in judge-
ment but that was just a cop-out.  

What we have here is a deliberate 
and dangerous disregard for public 
health, a tragic failure of leadership 
and a blatant misuse of power and 
privilege. 

We have seen in our local 
communities how the reckless acts 
of a few individuals can have 
tragic, far-reaching consequences – 
we expect more from our political 
leaders. 

It is foolish to request public 
compliance with proven public 
health measures when we are being 
misled by bad examples at the top. 

The damage is done - the 
offending members should have 
the courage to resign their unde-
served seats and barring that, they 
should be voted out of office in the 
next election. 

There is a valuable lesson to be 
learned here. 

Happily, the days are getting 
longer now and we have just 

passed a symbolic milestone by 
ushering in a brand new year.  

What better time to make a new 
start, only this time let’s get it right. 

But the New Year is not a do-
over. 

There are no mulligans when life 
takes a bad turn although we now 
have an opportunity to learn from, 
instead of repeating past mistakes. 

We have already gained some 
important insights from our diffi-
cult, sad and lonely journey. 

Closer relationships 
We have learned the importance 

of personal relationships with 
family and friends and this ordeal 
may have even strengthened our 
social bonds. 

We have a new understanding of 
how to protect the personal health 
and wellness of loved ones and the 
consequences of bad choices we 
make. 

And notwithstanding the irre-
sponsible behavior of a few 
oblivious individuals, we also 
know the possibilities that arise 
from the good choices made by 
millions more. 

The hopes, wishes and resolu-
tions of all Canadians should 
reflect the valuable lessons learned 
since the pandemic began. 

If you have wished anybody a 
Happy New Year you owe it to 
them, and to yourself, to make that 
wish come true in 2021. 

This year let’s all hope for the 
best and then do our best to make it 
so.

Getting it correct
The start of a new year gives us a chance to do it right

Port Arthur Harbour 1885 
 
Port Arthur’s harbour in the  
mid 1880s. In the 1870s  
Fred Jones, postmaster and  
avid fisher, procured the  
money to establish a bell on 
the waterfront. It was used  
as a fog signal for many  
years until the Port Arthur 
 Storm Signal Station was 
 established and a  
Marconi wireless  
apparatus installed.
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1 A 34-year-old Thunder Bay woman was 
charged with second-degree murder and aggra-

vated assault in the death of her 11-year-old son on 
New Year’s Day at a Victoria Avenue West resi-
dence.  Courtney Marie Labelle was remanded into 
custody after police arrived on scene a little after 7 
a.m. on the first day of the year. A 59-year-old man 
was also injured in the incident.  

2Four days after police announced they were 
investigating an aggravated assault at a 

Syndicate Avenue North residence, police said it 
was now being looked at as a homicide after 18-
year-old Austin Robinson died in hospital of his 
injuries. Cody Echum, 19, and a 14-year-old youth 
were arrested and charged with first-degree murder 
in the case.  

3Teachers held a series of rotating strikes 
throughout the month as their battle with the 

province and Education Minister Stephen Lecce 
heightened.  

4Twenty-five years after it was sealed, Lieut-
Gov. Elizabeth Dowdeswell helped city offi-

cials open a time capsule to kick off Thunder Bay’s 
50th anniversary following the amalgamation of 
Port Arthur and Fort William. A letter from then MP 
Joe Comuzzi and a bib from the 1995 World Nordic 
Games were among the artifacts found within.  

5Three people were killed in a collision between 
two transports just west of Sistonen’s Corners 

along Highway 11/17. All three were pronounced 

dead on the scene and the highway was closed for 
about 15 hours while the investigation was complet-
ed by the OPP’s highway safety division and traffic 
collision investigators.   

Thunder Bay’s Kenneth MacDonald was 
among the victims.  

6The reinvestigation into nine sudden deaths 
involving Indigenous victims got under way, a 

recommendation of the Office of the Independent 
Police Review Director, which was made in a 
damning report a year earlier. The reinvestigations 
were delayed due to COVID-19.  

7Hundreds attended a Saturday afternoon vigil 
to honour the victims of Ukrainian Airlines 

Flight PS752, which was mistakenly shot out of the 
air over Tehran by the Iranian military. All 176 peo-
ple aboard were killed, including 57 Canadians. 
The action came amid growing tensions between 
Iran and the United States after the Americans 
killed Iranian Gen. Qasem Suleimani on Jan. 3.  

8Lowe’s, which arrived in the city with much 
fanfare in 2016, announced it was closing its 

Thunder Bay store on Jan. 26, five days earlier than 
initially planned. The company has closed dozens 
of locations across North America in recent years. 
Intercity Shopping Centre has yet to replace them as 
an anchor tenant.  

9Health Minister Patty Hajdu said the risk of the 
coronavirus was low, after the first case of the 

deadly disease arrived in Ontario late in the month. 
At the time Hajdu said Canadians shouldn’t be 
overly concerned about the virus, though within six 
weeks the messaging had changed dramatically.  

10Chief librarian John Patemen, as well as 
the union representing library workers, 

spoke out against suggestions the city close a 
branch to help keep the proposed budget 
increase lower than initially projected. The 
library board was seeking a one per cent 
increase to its $6.16-million budget.  The 
libraries were closed for two hours in protest 
later in the month.  

Eleven-year-old killed on New Year’s Day

HOMICIDE :  Thunder Bay Police hold the scene at a Victoria Avenue residence where a Jan. 1 murder took place.
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1 Former Thunder Bay Mayor Keith Hobbs, 
his wife Marissa, and Mary Voss were 

found not guilty of extortion after a lengthy 
trial. Justice Fletcher Dawson said he was not 
convinced of the guilt of the three accused, 
who were charged after the unnamed victim 
said the trio tried to force him to buy a 
$429,000 house for Voss. The credibility of 
witnesses on both sides was also questioned 
by the judge in the case. The Hobbs’ later 
sued the alleged victim for $12.5 millon.   

2 A trio of Thunder Bay city councillors 
were found to have not violated the 

Conflict of Interest Act. McKellar Coun. Brian 
Hamilton was exonerated for voting on the con-
tentious designated truck route bylaw, while 
Couns. Brian McKinnon and Albert Aiello were 
not in conflict after speaking out against an 
Indigenous transitional housing complex on 
Junot Street. Aiello is the executive director of 
the Boys and Girls Club of Thunder Bay, located 
adjacent to the proposed site of the facility.  

3 City officials say they were caught off 
guard by the discovery of pinhole leaks in 

household water pipes across Thunder Bay. 

The city decided to stop the use of sodium 
hydroxide in the water distribution system, 
saying it could be connected to the leaks. The 
city offered to deliver water pitchers and fil-
ters to affected homes then promised a limited 
number of rebates or loans to those needing 
lead pipes replaced.  

4 A lack of headline-worthy talent forced 
organizers to cancel the Thunder Bay 

Blues Festival, a month before the live music 
industry came crashing to a halt. The news 
came on the heels of the festival selling out in 
record time the past two summers, with the 
likes of Bryan Adams, Sara McLachlan and 
Sheryl Crow on the bill.  

5 Thunder Bay Public Library staff chal-
lenged assurances by city council that a 

capital budget cut of $50,000 would not affect 
core services, including the purchase of books 
and other materials. The move reversed a 
January vote and led to the closure of the 
library for a few hours while staff prepared to 
speak to council.  

6 A solidarity march in support of the 
Wet’Suewet’en hereditary chiefs, who 

opposed construction of a natural gas pipeline 
through their traditional territory in north-
western British Columbia, led to the closure 
of a section of the downtown north core for a 
couple of hours.  

7 Senator  Lynn Beyak was suspended from 
the Red Chamber for a second time, after 

she failed to properly apologize to Canada’s 
Indigenous people for allowing racist letters 
to be posted to her official website. 

8 Charles Casmey was sentenced to 12.5 
years in prison for the stabbing of Joseph 

Pruys Sr., an incident that took place on Feb. 
26, 2018 at a MacLaughlin Street residence. A 
25-year-old woman was also injured and 
found inside the home.  

9 Health Minister Patty Hajdu said the risk 
of the coronavirus to Canadians remained 

low, despite the growing number of cases in 
China.  

10A plane carrying eight, including 
members of Team Northern Ontario’s 

Krista McCarville curling team, crashed 
while taking off at the Dryden Airport. Coach 
Rick Lang suffered injuries to his hand.  

Hobbs, wife found not guilty 
in court after extortion trial

CASE CLOSED: Keith Hobbs and his wife, Marisa, 
were accused of trying to extort money from an 
alleged victim to pay for a house for another woman.
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1 COVID-19 became a reality in Thunder Bay 
when the province announced it would close all 

publicly funded schools for two weeks after March 
Break. Students wouldn’t return to physical class-
rooms until September. Lakehead University and 
Confederation College quickly followed suit, shift-
ing to online learning models. The Thunder Bay 
Community Auditorium announced it was can-
celling all shows until further notice. Later in the 
month the Thunder Bay Public Library announced 
it was closing its doors. Local sports teams also 
shut down for the season, as did Fort William 
Historical Park, churches and the casino.  The 
province later declared a state of emergency and 
announced that non-essential businesses would be 
forced to close indefinitely. The border with the 
United States was closed and has yet to reopen.  

2 The City of Thunder Bay decided to close 
many of its facilities because of COVID-19, 

including the Canada Games Complex, the 55-Plus 
Centre, laying off about 800 staff as a result of 
diminished services.  

3 Reacting to the arrival of COVID-19 in 
Ontario, the Thunder Bay Regional Health 

Sciences centre rolled out its pandemic plan, which 
included new screening measures, restricted visita-
tion and the establishment of a COVID-19 assess-
ment centre and incident management team.  

4 The region’s first COVID-19 case was discov-
ered in Fort Frances, a woman who contracted 

the virus during overseas travel. The public was 
told there was no risk of transmission.  The city’s 
first case came several weeks later, a man in his 60s 
who traveled from Florida.  

5 Fire crews spent the night battling a blaze at the 
former Odd Fellows Hall on May Street. The 

abandoned building was empty at the time of the 
fire, which also led to the evacuation of nearby 
Shelter House because of smoke. In November 
2019 the Thunder Bay District Health Unit had 
ordered the building be vacated due to unsafe and 
unsanitary conditions.  

6 The city’s first brick-and-mortar cannabis 
shop opened in Thunder Bay, nearly a year-

and-a-half after pot was legalized in Canada. 
Tokyo Smoke, located on Memorial Avenue, 
opened to a line of eager customers. The delay 
was a result of government red tape, after the Ford 
government decided to limit the number of the 
cannabis stores in the province following the 
decision to privatize.  

7 A pair of murders took place in March. 
Brianna Lynn Netemegesic, 20, and a 15-year-

old youth were charged with second-degree mur-
der in the death of Rae Towegishig at a Picton 
Avenue residence. Three weeks later two 19-year-
olds, Trayvon Stewart and Terrell Williams, were 
charged with first-degree murder in the death of 
Adrian Kadeem Drysdale at a North May Street 
address.  

8 The Ontario Catholic School Teachers’ 
Association reached a tentative deal with the 

province that ended a series of rotating strikes. 

9 An unusual sight on the Thunder Bay water-
front drew hundreds of onlookers. Blue ice 

formed on the shoreline and filled local social 
media feeds for several days.  

10 Consultants recommended the city spend 
$52 million to build a new police head-

quarters, which they said was $12 million less than 
it would cost to bring the current Balmoral Street 
station up to current and future operational needs.  

COVID-19 makes way to Thunder Bay

VIRAL  ARRIVAL :  After weeks of anticipation, COVID-19 finally became a reality in the city in March. 
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1The body of 14-year-old Kayleigh Ivall was 
found in a wooded area near Boulevard Lake, 

a tragic ending to a search after the teen was 
reported missing. A 14-year-old girl, who cannot 
be named under the Youth Criminal Justice Act, 
was arrested and charged with first-degree murder 
in the killing. Twenty-one-year-old Jarrett 
Sainawap was arrested the following day and also 
charged with first-degree murder.  

2 Fort William First Nation moved toward a full 
lockdown, restricting access to residential 

areas in order to limit the spread of COVID-19. 
The move eventually led to the temporary closure 
of gas bars and other businesses on the reserve. 
Residents were required to show identification 
and proof of residency before being allowed to 
return home after leaving the community.  

3 Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences 
Centre announced it was opening a dedicated 

COVID-19 unit on the hospital’s third floor as a 
way to keep COVID-positive patients secluded 
and less likely to spread the virus to others. The 
unit was capable of hosting 36 patients, but never 
had more than a handful at any given time and 
closed in the summer.  

4A murder suspect escaped from the Thunder 
Bay District Jail. Kareem Zedan, 22, of 

Pickering,Ont. was arrested in late March and 
charged with first-degree murder related to a dou-
ble homicide in Brantford, Ont. It was deemed the 

accused was released in error. He was re-arrested 
and charged with identity fraud and escaping law-
ful custody.  

5 An outbreak of COVID-19 was declared at 
Lac des Iles Mine, where employees were told 

they must remain on site for more than a week. 

More than 20 employees, including the region’s 
first COVID-19-releated death, tested positive.  

6 The Thunder Bay District Health Unit 
announced it was setting up a COVID-19 hot-

line for people to report concerns about business-
es or individuals that might be putting the public 

at risk from the virus.  

7 The City of Thunder Bay announced it was 
laying off one-third of its workforce, repre-

senting about 800 employees. Many of the work-
ers were part time or casual. City officials said the 
move was made after the municipality shut down 
a number of services and facilities because of 
COVID-19.  

8Ontario Provincial Police announced they 
were searching for a missing South Gillies 

woman, Alyssa Turnbull, who was last seen in 
Nipigon. Her disappearance has sparked plenty of 
OPP activity in the North Shore community, but 
the missing woman has yet to be found.  

9The Ontario Secondary School Teachers 
Federation reached a tentative deal with the 

province, putting an end to months of rotating 
strikes. Union leaders called the province’s 
approach to education dangerous and were fight-
ing larger class sizes and fewer course selections 
being offered.  

10Kasper Transportation announced it 
was suspending all bus service in the 

region because of plummeting ridership. The 
company, which was founded in 2015, even-
tually returned to service later in the year. 
When it launched, it took over a number of 
routes abandoned by Greyhound, including 
twice-daily routes from Thunder Bay to 
Winnipeg.   

Tragedy strikes as teen’s body found

GONE TOO SOON:  A memorial for 14-year-old Kayleigh Ivall was erected outside her Arundel Street home. 
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Marcus Powlowski, MP 
Thunder Bay–Rainy River 

 Wishing everyone a happy and healthy 2021! 
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1 Faced with mounting financial difficulties 
and a mortgage that had been called in by 

RBC, the Finlandia Association announced it 
was voting to liquidate the corporation, which 
ultimately led to the historic facility, which 
includes the world-famous Hoito Restaurant, 
being sold to a developer, Brad McKinnon. He 
took possession in November and plans a resi-
dential component and restaurant at the site.  

2The Snowbirds brought Operation 
Inspiration to the skies of Thunder Bay, 

part of their cross-country tour to salute front-
line workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Thousands turned skyward to watch from one 
end of the city to the other. Sadly, the tour 
came to a tragic less than a week later in 
Kamloops, B.C., when Capt. Jennifer Casey 
was killed shortly after takeoff.  

3 Bombardier announced its Thunder Bay 
plant had secured a contract to build 28 

BiLevel cars for U.S. companies, a deal worth 
about US$108 million. The cars, once com-
pleted, will be delivered to the Central Puget 
Sound Regional Transit Authority in Seattle.  

4After six weeks of lockdowns, the 
province announced it would allow some 

seasonal businesses, including garden centres 
and nurseries, to reopen for business. 
Meanwhile both local MPPs stressed they did-
n’t want Northwestern Ontario to reopen ahead 
of the rest of the province, saying it should be 
done across the board. More businesses were 
allowed to reopen as the month progressed.  

5The city announced it was projecting a $5-
million loss by the end of the month 

because of the pandemic. The bulk of the 
deficit came in the form of lost revenues from 
transit, recreation facilities, parking, child 
care, casino payments and more. The city also 
expected to spend an extra $1.4 million, large-
ly on labour and personal protective equip-
ment.  

6Students and parents learned on May 19 
that schools in Ontario would remain 

closed for the remainder of the academic year. 
The province had left open the possibility of 
returning to the classroom, but decided it was 
too risky without the proper COVID-19 proto-
cols in place.  

7 A shooting tied to the city’s growing drug 
trade left a man with serious gunshot 

wounds. Police arrested 32-year-old Terry 

Pelto. The accused faces charges including 
attempted murder. Later in the month Jacob 
Wattie was also charged with attempted mur-
der.    

8 Organizers of the annual Canadian 
Lakehead Exhibition were left with little 

choice but to cancel the popular summer fair 
when Manitoba-based Select Shows and 
Canuck Amusement announced they would not 
be hitting the road with their rides in 2020. The 
CLE was the first of several local events to 
cancel, a list that included both the Hymers 
and Murillo fall fairs.  

9Lac Des Iles Mine got the go-ahead to 
reopen after being struck by a COVID-19 

outbreak that affected 25 employees. The 
reopening was done in three phases and the 
mine was back up and running fully by May 
26.  

10Justice Patrick Smith, who was pub-
licly rebuked in 2018 by the Canadian 

Judicial Council for taking on the interim 
deanship at Lakehead University’s Bora 
Laskin School of Law, was completely cleared 
of any wrongdoing by the Federal Court of 
Canada.  

Finlandia Association files to liquidate

FOR SALE : The Finnish Labour Temple was put on 
the market after the building’s mortgage was called.
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1 Thousands of people descended on Waverly 
Park to march in solidarity with Black Lives 

Matter following in the footsteps of protests around 
the world that erupted in the aftermath of the killing 
of Black man George Floyd by a Minnesota police 
officer.  

2Thunder Bay entered Stage 2 of the province’s 
reopening plan early in the month as the Ontario 

government relented and took regional approach in 
its bid for normalcy. Outdoor dining at restaurants 
and bars and hair salons all got the green light to 
open their doors to the public again, which social 
gathering were increased to 10 people.  

3A doctor at Thunder Bay Regional Health 
Sciences Centre was diagnosed with COVID-

19. The physician, known as a locum, has a resi-
dence in eastern Ontario and was believed to have 
picked up the virus while home with family. He 
returned to Thunder Bay and the hospital, where 
officials said there was low risk to patients and staff. 
Contact tracing and tests were conducted for more 
than 100 staff and a number of patients. A subse-
quent test proved negative.  

4Thunder Bay Police put out an appeal for infor-
mation surrounding a murder at a north-side 

hotel. Police said the death of 29-year-old Paul 
Vivier of British Columbia had drug overtones. A 
36-year-old man, Denis Terry Bernard, was arrested 
and later charged with second-degree murder.  A 19-

year-old, Seandi Clarke Noel, and a 16-year-old 
male were also charged with second-degree murder.  

5A 21-year-old woman, Lyrina Jacob, was arrest-
ed and is facing second-degree murder charges 

after Lydia Rose Jacob, 47, was killed at a Dawson 

Street apartment complex. It was the seventh mur-
der of 2020, matching the city’s total from all of 
2019.  

6High school students celebrated graduations a 
little differently in 2020. Teachers and staff at 

Lakehead Public Schools orchestrated drive-by 
graduations, visiting students outside their homes to 
present their diplomas. Students at Thunder Bay 
Catholic District School Board schools took part in 
drive-through graduations, a socially distanced 
chance to pick up their diplomas. 

7The death of an inmate at the Thunder Bay 
District Jail sparked an investigation, which 

automatically means bringing in the province’s 
chief coroner to look into the incident. 

8A consultant’s report recommending the closure 
of the Centennial Botanical Conservatory and 

the sale of Port Arthur Stadium was met with mixed 
reaction. The program and services review also sug-
gested selling municipal golf courses and removing 
staff from city beaches, among the 45 recommenda-
tions.  

9A correctional officer at the Thunder Bay 
District Jail was charged with breach of trust 

and drug trafficking. Andy Jason Saindon, 38, was 
also charged with possession of cocaine and posses-
sion of MDMA for the purpose of trafficking, as 
well as possession of tobacco and cannabis for the 
purpose of selling.  

10A pair of 19-year-old suspects wanted in a 
March homicide in Thunder Bay were 

arrested in Toronto and Timmins and charged in 
the killing of Adrian Kadeem Drysdale. Police said 
the two accused left the city almost immediately.

Black Lives Matter draws thousands

UNITED AS ONE: Black Lives Matter activists protested the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officers. 
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1 The province officially allowed Thunder Bay to 
enter Stage 3 of its reopening plan, which per-

mitted 99 per cent of businesses to reopen their 
doors – with restrictions in place to protect against 
COVID-19. The move paved the way for indoor 
dining in restaurants and the reopening of gyms, 
movie theatres, casinos and recreational facilities.  

2A mandatory mask policy was introduced in 
Thunder Bay as a result of entering into Stage 

3. Medical officer of health Dr. Janet DeMille said 
she had resisted such an order, but with fears of a 
dreaded second wave of COVID-19 on the hori-
zon, said she was left with little choice. Masks were 
required in indoor public settings, with some 
exceptions for medical or age-related reasons.  

3Ontario students, including those in Thunder 
Bay, were informed they could return to the 

classroom in September, with strict guidelines in 
place. In additional to social distancing measures, 
staff and all students in Grades 4 to 12 were 
required to wear masks. The move left local school 
boards scrambling to comply with the rules and set 
up an online option for students who did not want 
to return to in-person learning.  

4The Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce 
waded into the debate surrounding a proposed 

multi-million-dollar indoor turf facility. The cham-
ber wanted more information about the business 
plan, operating revenues and expenses and the 
impact to the city and to taxpayers.  

5Thunder Bay-Superior North MP and Health 
Minister Patty Hajdu caught flack for taking 

flights home on a private government plane during 
the pandemic. Hajdu said she flew home four times 
and spent 13 days in Thunder Bay working on con-

stituency issues. It was noted that other members of 
Parliament also used the service, including mem-
bers of the official Opposition.  

6Canada Day had a very different feel to it in 
2020, with most of the city-run activities 

moved on line. The piece de resistance, the fire-
works display, was also cancelled. However all was 
not lost. Fort William First Nation put on a fire-
works show of its own atop Mount McKay and 
said it could be a precursor of an even larger dis-
play in 2021.  

7The good news kept coming for Bombardier, 
who landed an 11-car deal with North Country 

Transit District in San Diego. The contract is worth 
US$43 million and could lead to as many as 27 
more cars being purchased by the southern 
California transit authority.  However, the Toronto 
Transit Commission later in July said it might con-
sider delaying its next purchase.  

8City officials found themselves in hot water 
over a name. The city wound up issuing an 

apology for naming their 50th anniversary mascot 
Thunder, which some said was an affront to 
Indigenous people’s sacred Thunderbird.  

9For the first time since the pandemic arrived in 
the city, Thunder Bay had no known cases of 

COVID-19. At the time there had been just 93 
cases in the district. Later in the month, Thunder 
Bay Regional closed its dedicated COVID-19 unit, 
citing a lack of need.  

10A Thunder Bay foursome, including Sandy 
Thomas, Garry Linger, Lawrence Fletcher 

and Ryan Mazurski, collected a $1-million Lotto 
6/49 prize. The ticket was purchased at South 
Neebing Variety on Highway 61.  

City finally gets OK to enter Stage 3

NEW COVID RULES:  Face masks in indoor public spaces became mandatory in Thunder Bay in July. 
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1 Local school boards announced the results of a survey they 
had conducted and found about one in 10 students had opted 

out of returning to a physical classroom, instead choosing a vir-
tual option. The survey showed 82 per cent of public school stu-
dents would choose in-class learning, while 77 per cent of 
Catholic board students wanted to be back in the classroom. The 
boards later announced a half-day model for high schools, with 
students in class in the morning and at home online in the after-
noon.  

2 Thunder Bay Police investigated the city’s eighth homicide of 
2020, after the body of Christopher David Meeseetawagesic 

was found in the 400 block of Main Street.  Natalie Moonias, 31, 
and Kenneth Moonias, 29, were each charged with second-degree 
murder.  

3 McIntyre Coun. Albert Aiello was found to be in conflict of 
interest after voting on city funding matters during the budget 

deliberations earlier in the year. Aiello is the executive director of 
the Thunder Bay Boys and Girls Club and voted to reduce fund-
ing to the Thunder Bay Public Library to add money to the 
Community, Youth and Cultural Fund, from which his organiza-
tion draws funding.  

4 Evacuees from a massive fire in the Red Lake area began 
arriving in Thunder Bay. The province arranged for a series of 

flights to remove most of the community of 4,100. More than 400 
people were expected to arrive in the city as the fire threatened 
their home community.  

5 A call to delay a controversial indoor turf facility failed, as 
council narrowly approved moving ahead with the $30-mil-

lion project, which could cost taxpayers more than $40 million 
when interest payments are factored in. Council approved the 
decision by a 7-6 vote count.  

6 Crosswalks representing the LGBTQ and transgender com-
munities were installed at parallel intersections at Bay and 

Algoma streets, but had to have more colour laid down after com-
plaints were received about their appearance. The crosswalks are 
a major step forward for LGBTQ and transgender communities 
say organizers behind the effort. Another crosswalk was later 
installed next to city hall.  

7 Rib Fest, usually one of the largest events of the summer, 
moved to a drive-through format in 2020 and proved to be a 

huge success, drawing thousands to sample the wares of visiting 
southern Ontario ribbers, not to mention Thunder Bay’s own 
Silver Birch Restaurant.  

8 A group of protestors fighting police violence said they 
weren’t giving up on a threat to plant a forest of trees in sup-

port of victims outside Thunder Bay Police Service headquarters. 
But they agreed to meet with police officials to discuss the issue 
before digging into the ground.  

9 The Canadian Lakehead Exhibition was not able to go ahead 
in 2020, but the organization did celebrate its 130th anniver-

sary with a drive-in concert and fireworks show.  

10 Thunder Bay-Rainy River MP Marcus Powlowski signed 
his name to a letter advocating for the federal government 

to relax restriction and permit challenge trials to help find a 
COVID-19 vaccine in more rapid fashion. Powlowski and several 
fellow MPs argued the benefits far outweighed any risks.  

School boards present classroom plan

NEW RULES:  A student at St. Vincent School dons a mask in class. 
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1 Medical officer of health Dr. Janet DeMille 
delivered the news everyone was dreading, con-

firming that a second wave of COVID-19 was upon 
us. However, at the time she said there was no need 
to tighten restrictions in the district, with case num-
bers still low in the area.  

2Brayden Bushby, charged with second-degree 
murder in the 2017 death of Barbara Kentner, 

learned he would instead face charges of 
manslaughter when his trial got under way in 
September. The lowered charge drew the ire of jus-
tice advocates and Kentner’s family and friends. 
Kentner died after a trailer hitch thrown from a 
moving vehicle struck her.   

3Students, teachers, education workers and other 
staff returned to the classroom after being forced 

to study and work from home since mid-March, 
when COVID-19 arrived in Ontario, shutting down 
schools province-wide.  It only took a couple of 
weeks before the first school-related case was 
reported, at Ecole Gron Morgan.  

4Superior North EMS announced a series of 
drive-through test sites to help clear a backlog of 

nearly 700 students looking to return to school after 
showing signs of COVID-19. Eventually a testing 
site was opened at Confederation College and the 
province downgraded the need for testing for certain 
symptoms, not requiring anyone showing a single 
symptom to need a test.  

5Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre 
chose former vice-president Rhonda Crocker-

Ellacot to replace outgoing president and CEO Jean 
Bartkowiak. Crocker-Ellacott most recently served 
as president of the North West and North East Local 
Health Integration Networks.  

6COVID-19 fears left the local school bus con-
sortium scrambling to find enough drivers to get 

students to and from school. Early in the school year 
Student Transportation Services of Thunder Bay 
announced it would be cancelling a dozen routes 
until further notice. Cancellations have routinely 

occurred over the course of the pre-Christmas 
school year, when drivers call in sick or are other-
wise unable to work that day.  

7Ontario Northland announced it was expanding 
bus service in Northwestern Ontario, a move 

that did not sit well with at least one other trans-
portation company. Ontario Northland said it was 
expanding its service to and from Thunder Bay to 
Winnipeg from two days a week to six, with new 
stops in Emo, Fort Frances and Atikokan. Kasper 
Transportation’s CEO called the decision highly 
unfair.  

8Like many events that managed to forge onward 
in 2020, the Festival of India and Festival of 

Colours managed to give it a go over the Labour 
Day weekend, moving from its traditional Marina 
Park site to the Canadian Lakehead Exhibition. 

9The city’s newest school opened on time, just in 
time for the new school year to begin. Ecole 

Elsie MacGill Public School threw open its doors, 
welcoming students from the former Agnew H. 
Johnston and Edgewater public schools to the new 
facility, located on the former grounds of the now-
demolished Sir Winston Churchill Collegiate and 
Vocational Institute.  

10Lawyer Daniel Matson learned his licence to 
practice law had been revoked, following a 

hearing by a law society panel that alleged he’d mis-
lead clients about cases and fabricated court orders.  

Second wave arrives after quiet summer

COVID ON THE RISE :  Thunder Bay District Health Unit medical officer of health Dr. Janet DeMille. 
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1 Former Thunder Bay mayor Keith Hobbs and 
his wife Marisa, acquitted in February of extor-

tion charges, filed multi-million dollar lawsuits for a 
variety of damages related to the case. The ex-
mayor is seeking $10.75 million, while his wife is 
looking for $1.525 million. The Hobbses alleged 
police and several witnesses, including their alleged 
victim defamed them. They also said they were vic-
tims of malicious prosecution.  

2An electrical fire at the Thunder Bay 
Courthouse left the south-side facility scram-

bling to find venues to hold trials and conduct other 
routine business. As a result of the fire, the province 
set up temporary courtrooms at the Valhalla Inn and 
at the former north-side courthouse, which has since 
been turned into a hotel.  

3Justice for Barbara billboards sprung up in two 
locations in Thunder Bay, with hash tags for 

missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls, 
no more stolen sisters, Indigenous lives matter and 
the tagline, “We stand with the Kentner family.” 
The billboards were an apparent reaction to the 
charges against Barbara Kentner’s accused killer, 
Bryaden Bushby, being dropped from second-
degree murder to manslaughter.  

4City council finally decided the fate of the four-
decade-old Victoriaville Centre. In a unanimous 

vote, council chose to proceed with the demolition 
of the money-losing mall, which was built in 1980 
and lost hundreds of thousands of dollars each year. 

The plan is to restore Victoria Avenue to its pre-mall 
look, with the possible addition of a community 
square and market area.  

5Hundreds of evacuees from Neskantaga First 
Nation temporarily relocated to Thunder Bay 

after community leadership announced an unknown 

sheen was observed in the First Nation’s water sys-
tem. Neskantaga has been under a boil-water advi-
sory for 25 years. Chief Chris Moonias called the 
situation dehumanizing and later announced hydro-
carbons had been found in the community water 
supply.  

6Residents on Walsh Street said they were 
stunned to learn Hydro One was going to 

remove, not trim, dozens of mature trees that lined 
the south-side neighbourhood.  

7The Salvation Army’s Journey to Life Centre 
construction was completed, allowing residents 

to move into the Cumberland Street facility. The 
new centre replaced the organization’s outdated 
building, which they began using in 1970. The old 
building was demolished after the move-in to make 
room for parking and a community garden.  

8Rallies were held across the province, including 
in Thunder Bay, urging Premier Doug Ford to 

make changes to long-term care in the wake of a 
pandemic that has killed nearly 2,000 lives, includ-
ing four in the city. Rally-goers were requesting 
more personal service workers be hired to provide 
at least four hours of care per resident.  

9After months of searching, Underground Gym 
founder Peter Panetta announced he’d found a 

new location and launched a public campaign look-
ing to raise the $90,00 purchase price. The original 
Underground Gym, located on Simpson Street, was 
closed after a nearby fire and dangerous conditions 
inside the dilapidated building.  

10Trick-or-treaters were asked to stick to their 
own neighbourhoods and to observe social 

distancing and other COVID-19 guidelines while 
out and about on Halloween. Many residents relied 
on the honour system.

Hobbs and wife launch defamation suit

ELECTRICAL  F IRE :  A Thunder Bay Fire Rescue crew exits the Thunder Bay Courthouse after putting out a fire. 
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Factory Trained, Fully Licensed,  
Master Certified, Serving  

Northwestern Ontario over 40 years

983-3449 
3075 Alice Ave. 
off Government Rd.

Season’s Greetings 
and  

Thank you   
to our customers,  

we are grateful for 
your patronage. 

  
 Best Wishes for a 
Happy New Year. 

BREAK FREE FROM DEBT TODAY 
We listen, we care and we can help. 

Jayson Stoppel, CPA,CA  

Licensed insolvency trustee 

 

 

 
1095 Barton Street 

807-625-4424 
WEBSITE: debtsolutions-thunderbay.ca 
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1 The reality of COVID-19 hit home hard, as case numbers soared 
past 300 and death tolls rose from one to four, thanks in part to an 

outbreak at the Southbridge Roseview long-term care facility. Close 
contacts related to an employee at the Adult and Teen Challenge and 
another related to the pickleball community are believed to have begun 
the surge. Both were related to travel to Winnipeg.  Thunder Bay was 
moved into the Yellow-Protect phase as a result.  

2 After years of waiting, the Brayden Bushby trial began. Charged 
with manslaughter, it is alleged that Bushby in January 2017 threw 

a trailer hitch from a moving vehicle that struck 34-year-old Barbara 
Kentner. She later died from her injuries. Court heard a police state-
ment from the victim before she died.  

3 A $350-million lawsuit against the City of Thunder Bay was 
launched as plaintiffs looked to have repair costs covered from 

pinhole leaks found in residential and commercial copper water pipes. 
The plaintiffs allege the city caused the problem by adding sodium 
hydroxide to the water supply in an effort to prevent lead poisoning.  
The city has issued no comment to date.  

4 Fort William First Nation reported its first COVID-19 case, lead-
ing to the return of checkpoints outside the residential area of the 

community and other restrictions including the closure of the commu-
nity centre and Fort William First Nation Arena.  

5 Remembrance Day took on a bit of a different tone in 2020, with 
ceremonies scaled back in size and scope. The indoor ceremony at 

Fort William Gardens was replaced with a much smaller event outside 

of city hall, while only about 100 people were present for the Waverly 
Park event. The ceremony atop Mount McKay was limited to just a 
few people too.  

6 Health Minister Patty Hajdu outlined a possible COVID-19 vac-
cine rollout plan after two companies announced they had seen 

highly promising results during their trial phase. Hajdu said the vul-
nerable and frontline workers would lead the queue, followed by the 
general population.  

7 Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences Centre left the temporary 
trailers behind, moving into a permanent COVID-19 testing 

facility inside the hospital’s medical building. The move was made 
in part to avoid having people wait outside in winter weather for a 
test.  

8 Greg Hankkio, who had filled the role in an acting capacity for 
more than a year, was named Thunder Bay Fire Rescue’s new 

chief, replacing the departed John Hay. The city has yet to provide 
insight into why it parted ways with the former chief.  

9 The city announced it will put forth a bid to host the 2024 
Ontario Winter Games, after council unanimously approved the 

move. The city would have to spend at least $250,000 if successful. 
They were last hosted in Thunder Bay in 1974.  

10McKellar ward Coun. Brian Hamilton announced he planned 
to take a leave of absence from council to deal with personal 

matters. Hamilton, elected in 2018, is permitted to take up to three 
months leave without penalty under the Municipal Act.  

COVID-19 surges lead to 
multiple seniors’ deaths

ANGRY OWNERS:  Members of the Leaky Pipes Club gather at city hall. 
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1 Thunder Bay and Northwestern Ontario were 
placed into a two-week lockdown status, as 

COVID-19 cases spiked throughout the 
province. Ontario Premier Doug Ford did give 
the north a slight reprieve, only setting a 14-day 
shut down in this part of the province, compared 
to a full 28 days in southern Ontario. 

2The light at the end of the tunnel started to 
show itself late in the month, when Pfizer's 

COVID-19 vaccine finally arrived at Thunder 
Bay Regional, the hospital chosen as the desig-
nated distribution site for the vaccine. Sean 
Bolton, a personal support worker, was the first 
person in the region to receive his shot. 

3Brayden Bushby was found guilty of 
manslaughter in the 2017 death of Barbara 

Kentner. Bushby threw a trailer hitch at Kentner 
and her sister, who were out walking, striking 
her in the abdomen. The judge ruled the assault, 
which ruptured Kentner's small intestine, played 
a role in her death. She died in July 2017, more 
than five months after the incident. Bushby is 
expected to be sentenced in February. 

4Former city councillor Larry Hebert had his 
day in court and was given a 12-month sen-

tence for assault with a weapon and uttering 
threats following a 2019 disturbance call. 
Hebert, who served from 2006 to 2018, was 
originally charged with attempted murder. He 
must not contact the victim and has to abide by 

curfews, attend counselling and is not allowed to 
consume alcohol or drugs. 

5Evacuees from Neskantaga First Nation 
began returning home to their community, 

weeks after contaminants were found in the 
remote community's water supply. Neskantaga 

residents have been under a boil-water advisory 
for a quarter of a century. About 200 residents 
were displaced after a state of emergency was 
declared. 

6Ashley Potson pleaded guilty to manslaugh-
ter in the 2019 fatal beating of 37-year-old 

Tanya Andy. She will be sentenced in March. 
Charges against her co-accused, Patrick Menson, 
were withdrawn.  

7Demolition work finally began on the former 
Oddfellows Hall, which was severely dam-

aged in March when a fire swept through the 
vacant May Street building. The city had to 
arranged for the tear-down after the building's 
owner did not abide by a demolition order. The 
owner, a numbered company from Markham, 
Ont., is facing charges under the Fire Protection 
and Prevention Act. 

8A group of self-described Satanists asked the 
city to consider removing a nativity scene 

erected annually in Connaught Square, across 
from St. Andrew's Church. The Knights of 
Columbus have put the nativity on display for 
more than six decades, but the four signers of a 
letter to council said public spaces should be 
kept free of religion. 

9Ski hill operators lobbied the province for 
permission to reopen during the lockdown, 

saying they were singled out for closure when 
other outdoor activities, including rinks and 
cross-country ski facilities, were permitted to 
remain open.  

10A Thunder Bay couple were left bewil-
dered and upset after a No More 

Lockdowns sign was planted in front of their 
McAauliffe Crescent home.  

Lockdown, vaccine arrival help close out 2020

MILESTONE: Personal support worker Sean Bolton receives the city’s first Pfizer COVID-19 shot on Dec. 22. 
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IN SUPPORT OF SUPPORTED BY

Lottery Licence #M835526

ST. JOSEPH’S FOUNDATION OF THUNDER BAY - Grand a Day Draw Winners 2020

Congratulations to  
all our Winners! THANK YOU for all your support and making 

 this year’s Grand a Day a SELL OUT!! 
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While most of us associate camping 
trips with warm summer weather, 

some hardy Canadians extend their sea-
son right through the winter months.   

Typically, the May long weekend 
marks the start of outdoor camping 
season and most people have put their 
gear into storage before most camp-
grounds close in mid-October.   

However, on a mild winter like this one, 
winter camping can be a great way to 
enjoy the winter months.   

Sounds like a great time 
I am fascinated by the idea of winter 

camping, but admittedly, my family and I 
spend our winter breaks in the relative 
comfort of our camp (cottage) with all its 
amenities.  

 For this reason, I reached out to Martin 
Kaiser, a Thunder Bay resident who has 
been doing some cool winter camping 

trips recently.   
He was happy to offer some insight. 
Kaiser first experienced winter 

camping as a teen with the Boy Scouts, 
and as a year-round outdoorsman who 

enjoys hiking, fishing, and canoe 
tripping, he says he appreciates how 
winter camping, even in familiar places, 
can be a whole new kind of outdoor 
experience.   

For Kaiser, making camp and sleeping 
in a tent are just a small part of the fun as 
he combines the experience with a lot of 
ice fishing, snowshoeing, cross-country 
skiing and photography. 

Kaiser enjoys camping both on Crown 
land, accessed by snowmobile, and in 
provincial parks, accessed either by 
snowshoes or cross-country skis.   

Many provincial parks, including 
Quetico and Sleeping Giant are open for 
camping year-round and Kaiser advises 
that “with some parks you can book 
backcountry sites on-line in the winter, 
with others you need to use the self-serve 
kiosk when you arrive at the park for 
backcountry or campground sites.  

It is good to call ahead and speak to the 
staff to confirm what options are avail-
able and what access is like.  

The one thing you won’t have to worry 
about is competition for sites, as you’ll 
often find yourself the only person 
camping in a park in the winter.” 

When I asked Martin about the chal-
lenges one might expect, he suggested 
that being able to stay comfortably warm 
and dry while being active in different 
weather conditions is essential.  

Understanding what clothing to bring 

and how to layer it is crucial for this.   
Of course, heating the tent to extend 

that comfort into the evenings is equally 
important.  

Depending on the temperatures, Kaiser 
can sometimes get by with a small 
camping stove but he recently invested 
in a canvas tent which he heats with a 
wood stove that can also be used to cook 
on.   

The old-fashioned way 
However, he chooses to cook over an 

open campfire whenever conditions 
allow. 

Kaiser prefers to go on multi-day trips 
as it allows him to explore further areas 
and travel deeper into the wilderness.   

Whether he is on a solo trip, with his 
dog, or with friends, Kaiser finds that a 
clear, star-filled sky at night and a cold, 
crisp morning are always highlights and 
he appreciates how beautiful and 
peaceful our northern landscape is under 
a blanket of pristine snow.   

Seeing his winter camping photos has 
me thinking that perhaps I need to leave 
the comfort of our camp and experience 
a solo trip into the interior of Sleeping 
Giant Park some time soon.

THE GOOD LIFE

KEITH 
AILEY

Winter camping great outdoor fun

THE HEAT  IS  ON: Keeping tents warm is an important part of winter camping. 
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Recovering from gorging on various tradi-
tional Christmas cinematic confections, one 

now seeks appealing current movie fare.  
One such candidate is the comedy, Palm 

Springs, (Amazon Prime) with Andy Samberg 
and Cristin Miliotti as two strangers who find 
themselves trapped in a time 
loop inspired by “Groundhog 
Day,” where they awake to 
experience a replay of the 
same day over and over again. 

The day in question is a sun-
baked desert destination 
wedding where Samberg’s 
Nyles is a boyfriend of the ditsy bridesmaid and 
Miliotti’s Sarah is the aloof older sister-of-the-
bride.   

We find Samberg already long adjusted to daily 
loafing in the pool, swilling beer and playing 
wiseacre to those he encounters.  

He’s foggy on how long he’s been a time warp 
resident, content to be comfortably cocooned in 
a dreamscape where most actions have no conse-
quences.  

So what if he’s sexually incompatible with his 
cream-puffy younger girlfriend, whom he 
discovers is having fun elsewhere? A comical 

array of unlikely willing partners relieves his 
needs.  

The situation, as explained by Samberg, 
involves the influence of a mysterious nearby 
desert cave that serves as some kind of time 
portal, dooming one to a daily replay, exerting 

its own quirky metaphysical 
laws.  

Miliotti makes the mistake of 
following Samberg into the 
cave and is rattled to find 
herself stuck in the daily 
Twilight Zone weirdness.  

Though far from original, 
Palm Springs boasts its own sprightly script, 
flippant dialogue and amusing visual style.    

Like its predecessor, Palm Springs hilariously 
tweaks cultural norms.   

Whereas Bill Murray’s jaded big-time weath-
erman smirked at the innocent folksiness of the 
small town event where he’s stuck, Samberg, 
decked out in a loud, rumpled beach T-shirt, 
openly mocks the plastic pageantry of nuptials 
featuring the requisite goofy dancing, saccharine 
speeches, cheap wine, and nerdy guests.  

Miliotti eventually buys in as she and Samberg 
resort to various diversions to amuse themselves. 

They make for a charismatic match, with plenty 
of serve and volley in their dialogue.  

Samberg’s the wise guy who won’t grow up 
while Miliotti’s the n’er do well daughter, an 
emotionally detached divorcee, whom the family 
frets about.  

Events predictably but amusingly conspire to 
draw these two closer together only to set up the 
big conflicting choice, whether to safely stay or 
bravely break out of the dead-end nuttiness, ulti-
mately threatening their nascent romance. 

It’s tricky buying into this kind of tenuous 
premise, as one finds inconsistencies in the 
oddball metaphysical universe. For instance, 
Samberg has difficulty remembering his own 
occupation, but readily recognizes a perfume 
mist used by a previous girlfriend. 

However, there are abundant verbal quips, 
visual diversions, and the appeal of the leads that 
one tends to overlook trifles in the script. 
Welcome support comes from J.K Simmons as 
Samberg’s fellow druggie-turned-aggressor, Jana 
Friedman as the deadpan bartender, Dale Dickey 
as a crusty female barfly, and Peter Gallagher as 
the clueless dad. 

For our peculiar, isolationist times, Palm 
Springs makes for an appropriate fit.     

Palm Springs a trippy, time-warp comedy

MOVIE TALK

MARTY 
MASCARIN

LOOPED IN : Andy Samberg stars in Palm Springs.

AM
AZ

ON
 P

RI
M

E



WORD SEARCH

For your daily news visit www.tbnewswatch.com2 1 T h u r s d a y ,  J a n u a r y  7 ,  2 0 2 1

The tbSOURCE Classifieds are ONLINE, so it’s easier 
than ever to find exactly what you’re looking for. 

visit tbnewswatch.com

IN TH EBAY

Call Me Kat is a new sitcom pro-
duced by The Big Bang Theory’s 

Mayim Bialik and Jim Parsons.  It’s a 
take-off on a British sitcom and centres 
around a woman who chucked it all to 
open a cat café.  It’s no Big Bang 
Theory. 

Sitcoms are more often than not, a 
hotbed of extreme characters you’d 
never meet in the real world.  Sure, we 
like to say our friend is just like 
Seinfeld’s Kramer or our co-worker is a 
Phoebe Buffay clone. But really, these 
people rarely exist.   

That’s why we like to watch them on 
the occasional sitcom.  Unfortunately, 
Call Me Kat has but one somewhat 
outlandish character:  Kat, who regu-
larly breaks the fourth wall and talks 
directly to the audience.   

It’s a little odd, but so did House of 
Cards’ Frank Underwood and even 
Saved By the Bell’s Zack Morris.  So 
what exactly has Kat done that is so 

“out there”?   
She quit her successful career 

teaching math to start her own business.  
(Big deal.)  At 39, she’s single and quite 
alright with it.  (Say it isn’t so!)  And in 
the first episode, she kicked her ex-
crush in the face and brought her gay, 
65-year-old, 4’11” employee as her 
“boyfriend” to a wedding.  (Haven’t we 
all?) 

So if Kat is our wild child for the 

show, audiences will be disappointed.  
She’s definitely no Amy Farrah-Fowler, 
but she is relaxed and totally relatable.   

I was more shocked by Swoosie Kurtz 
as her mother.  The scene-stealing icon 
has always had impeccable comedic 
timing.   

She’s just fun to watch.  Usually.  At 
75, her surgically-lifted face isn’t 
fooling anyone despite her forehead 
being stretched so tight and wide she 
looks like a hydrocephalic puppy with 
an expanding head and shrinking body.   

Plus her character is written like a 
stereotypical society ol’ bitty.  That’s not 
the Swoosie audiences know and love.   

Meanwhile, Cheyenne Jackson is 
pretty to look at as Kat’s former high 
school crush.  And we’ve got two black 
characters hovering in the background 
waiting for something to do.  But thus 
far, it’s all about Kat.   

In the pilot, she discusses how diffi-
cult it is to be single at a wedding where 

you’ve got no one to share private chats, 
dirty jokes, or the occasional chicken 
dance.  So why should Kat only be 
allowed to bring a “plus one” if it’s a 
serious boyfriend?  (Yes, that was the 
bride’s rule.) 

Watching, I had to wonder:  Are these 
the little nuggets of life lessons we’ll get 
each week amid the various felines and 
song-and-dance routines?  And yes, 
according to previews, there will be 
regular song-and-dance.   

So expect more people getting acci-
dentally kicked in the face.  (As a 
former dancer with a chipped tooth, I 
can tell you that it happens.) 

I’m going to give Call Me Kat another 
chance.  It had its moments.  And I 
honestly like Kat for her complete lack 
of lunacy.   

But the show needs more from its 
supporting cast.  After all, even The Big 
Bang Theory would have sputtered out 
without its ensemble. 

Call me unimpressed with new sit-com

NOT PURR -FECT: Mayim Bialik plays 
the lead in the new show Call Me Kat. 
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YEAR IN REVIEW 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

It was a year like no other in sports. 
The moment the NBA decided to 

start cancelling games, and then shut 
down its season, it was clear the 
sports world was going to come to a 
crashing halt.  

Of course, it didn’t take long for it 
to affect the local sports scene, with 
the Superior International Junior 
Hockey League, the Superior 
Secondary Schools Athletic 
Association and other local sports 
organizations putting a pause on their 
seasons.  

Looking back, COVID wasn’t the 
only story of the year, but it was the 
dominant one.  

That said, here’s our top 10 sports 
stories of 2020.  

1COVID -19 cancellations domi-
nated the sports calendar. The 

SIJHL was forced to shut its season 
down just before the playoffs were set 
to roll. High school sports disap-
peared, returning briefly in the fall for 
cross country and golf. The Thunder 
Bay Border Cats and Thunder Bay 
Chill lost their seasons as did the 
Lakehead Thunderwolves, first 
pushed back to January, before the 
OUA shut the entire sports calendar 
down.  

2In the before times, a very suc-
cessful Special Olympics Canada 

Winter Games was held at a variety of 
venues in Thunder Bay, bringing ath-
letes from around the country to the 
city to showcase their skill at skiing, 
figure skating, snow-shoeing, floor 
hockey, bowling, speed skating and 
curling.  

3It was the year of the trade for 
Thunder Bay NHLers. Eric Staal 

said he was shocked to learn he’d 
been dealt to the Buffalo Sabres. Soon 
afterward his brother Marc was sent 
to Detroit by the New York Rangers, 
the only team he’d known in his 13-
year NHL career. The biggest deal of 
them all was probably goaltender 
Matt Murray, a two-time Stanley Cup 
winner, being traded to the rebuilding 
Ottawa Senators, where he later inked 
a four-year deal.  

4The Scotties Tournament of 
Hearts was supposed to come to 

Thunder Bay in February 2021, but 
the pandemic threw a wrench into 
those plans. However with the news 
of a Calgary bubble came good news 

for the local organizing committee, 
who stuck to their guns and in 
December learned they had earned 
the right to host the 2022 national 
women’s curling championship.  
Team McCarville, involved in a plane 
crash in Dryden on their way home 
from the 2020 Scotties, later turned 
down a chance to represent the region 
at the 2021 event.  

5It was a big year for the SIJHL on 
a number of fronts. The league 

parted ways with commissioner 
Bryan Graham, installing a familiar 
face in Darrin Nicholas to lead the 
seven-team circuit going forward. 
The SIJHL welcomed a second 
Thunder Bay-area franchise, the Kam 
River Fighting Walleye, and with the 
approval of the Thunder Bay District 
Health Unit, managed to start the 
2020-21 season in late November.  

6Lakehead University’s men’s bas-
ketball team was poised for a 

return to nationals for the first time 
since the Scott Morrison era, but their 
season of hope came to a crashing 
halt in the first round of the playoffs, 
a 68-64 home-court loss to the 

Laurier Golden Hawks.  

7It was a banner year for golfer 
Evan DeGrazia, who captured 

the Mallon’s Play it Again Sports 
Better Ball Tournament with his 
father, the Keg District Open and, 
most importantly, earned conditional 
status on the McKenzie Tour-PGA 
Tour Canada for 2021.  

8 The Lakehead Thunderwolves 
men’s hockey team rebounded to 

make the playoffs after missing in 
2019, but could not advance past the 
second round, falling to Ryerson in 
overtime in Game 2 of their series.  

9The St. Ignatius Falcons contin-
ued their hard-court dominance 

in high school basketball, Ethan 
Willmore’s 26-point effort powering 
them to a 78-45 win over St. 
Patrick in the boy’s final.  

10The Thunder Bay Chill 
inked a two-year deal to 

host indoor soccer on the second-
ary arena at the Tournament 
Centre while they await the out-
come of the push to bring an 
indoor turf facility to Chapples 
Park. 

A year like no other
A look back at Thunder Bay’s top local sports stories of 2020

DOWNHILL  RUN: Carson Smith Jr. skis in the Canada Special Olympics Games. 
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AD RATES 

   $999  
         ADDITIONAL  
         INSERTIONS      1/2 PRICE* 

Additional words 25¢. 
 *Must be run in consecutive weeks. No additions to ads.  

Does not apply to Bargain Corner ads.

BARGAIN 
CORNER 

15 words max. for items under $500.  
Must contain price. 

ONLY
  

$480
Plus HST 

DEADLINE 
 

Classified Word Ads:  
MONDAY @ 4:00p.m. 

 
Display & Photo Ads:  

MONDAY @ Noon 
 

SHOP ON-LINE at  
https://shop.dougallmedia.com/ 
OR CALL US AT 346-2600 

(Leave us a message if we do not  
answer, and we will return your call). 
Our office is temporarily closed to  

the public due to COVID‐19.   Telephone Hours:  
Mon.- Fri. 8:30a.m.- 5:00p.m.

30. MISC. WANTED 
Wanted to buy - CD+G player and 
Karaoke machine (not blue tooth), call 
475-0995. 

46. HEALTH 
HAVE YOU BEEN HURT AT WORK?  Have 
you been involved with the Workplace 
Safety Insurance Board (WSIB; Workers’ 
Compensation)?  Your experiences could 
help us improve services for Thunder Bay 
and District injured and ill workers in-
volved in the WISB claims process.  Par-
ticipants will receive compensation for 
their time.  To enroll or for more informa-
tion, please contact:  Email: 
wcstudy.psych@lakeheadu.ca  Phone: 
(807) 343-8563   

53. GENERAL SERVICES 
#1 YARD CLEAN-UPS leaf raking,  dump 
runs snow-blowing, Phone Brian 768-
9849 or 474-8870 

#1-A Dump runs, anything pick up; city-
wide services, odd jobs, general serv-
ices, snowblowing, call Frank 628-5919  

CHRISTINA’S HOME AND GARDEN. Res-
idential & Commercial! Landscaping, 
grass cutting, lawn maintenance, plant-
ing, dividing, weeding, edging, container 
gardening, patio stone/interlocking stone 
pathways, hedge/tree/shrub trimming 
and shaping. Call 621-1505 

54. HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
RENOVATIONS:  We’re Carpenters and 
Renovators! Kitchens, baths, basements, 
etc... Call  252-9114 

65. HAPPY ADS 

68. DEATH/FUNERALS 

69. LEGAL NOTICES 

70. HERE’S MY CARD 

72. PUZZLE ANSWERS 

70. HERE’S MY CARD 

72. PUZZLE ANSWERS 

PHONE 346-2600  
EMAIL classifieds@dougallmedia.com

REAL ESTATE 
01. City Homes 
02. Rural Homes 
03. Mobile Homes 
04. Lots / Acreage 
05. Condos For Sale 
06. Cottages 
07. Commercial for Sale 
08. Investment Property 
09. Out of Town 
10. Real Estate Wanted 

FOR RENT 
11. Houses 
12. Apartments 
13. Rooms 
14. Room & Board 
15. Shared Accommodations 
16. Cottages 
17. Commercial 
18. Storage/Space 
19. Wanted 
20. Condos 
21. Miscellaneous 

MERCHANDISE 
22. Bargain corner 
23. Misc. For Sale 
24. Antiques 
25. Music 
26. Office Equip. 
27. Machinery 
28. Pets & Livestock 
29. Food 
30. Misc. Wanted 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
31. Cars 
32. Trucks 
33. Vans 
34. Motorcycles/ATV’s 
35. Campers/Trailers 
36. Motor Homes 
37. Marine Equip. 
38. Snowmobiles 
39. Parts & Repairs 

YARD SALES 
40. Current River 
41. Northward 
42. Southward 
43. Westfort 
44. Rural 

MISCELLANEOUS, 
NOTICES, TENDERS 
45. Auctions 
46. Health 
47. Travel 
48. Financial 
49. Lost & Found 
50. Personal 
51. Notices 
52. Tenders  

BUSINESS & SERVICES 
53. General Services 
54. Home Improvements 
55. Bus. Opportunities 
56. Training Courses 

EMPLOYMENT 
57. Help Wanted 
58. Careers 
59. Child Care 
60. Health Care 
61. Employment Wanted 
62. Students For Hire 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
63. Coming Events 
64. Craft & Flea Markets 
65. Happy Ads 
66. Cards of Thanks 
67. In Memoriam 
68. Death/Funerals

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to classify ads under appropriate 
headings and to set rates therefore and to 
determine page locations. 

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to revise, edit, classify or reject any 
advertisement and to retain any answers 
directed to the Box Reply Service, and to 
repay the Customer the sum paid for the 
advertisement and box rental. 

Box replies on "Hold" instructions not 
picked up within 10 days of expiry of an 
advertisement will be destroyed unless 
mailing instructions are received. Those 
answering Box Numbers are requested 
not to send originals of documents to 
avoid loss. 

All claims of errors in advertisements must 
be received by the Publisher within 3 days 
after the first publication. No refund if ad 
is cancelled before expiry date. 

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to increase prices with 30 days written 
notice. 

tbClassifieds

No refunds on cancellations.

Up to 20 
words
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ANSWERS TO THIS 
WEEK’S PUZZLES

PREVIOUS SOLUTION: 

“I can’t do it’ never yet 

accomplished anything: 

‘I will try’ has accom-

plished wonders.” - 

George P. Burnham

$CASH$   
On the spot for your scrap 

cars, trucks, vans and SUV's. 
Same day pick-up with CASH.  

Call Marcel  
624-7242 or 626-0161

$ TOP DOLLAR PAID $

 DAN’S EMERGENCY 
ROAD SERVICE 

767-3818

For Scrap Vehicles 

WANTED

NEED  
EXTRA 

MONEY? 
Sell those unwanted  

items with a classified  
ad in tbSOURCE 

CALL 346-2600

No one is outside the 

Circle of LOVE 

 
‐Susan Frederrick‐Grey 

& Erika A. Hewitt 

Engagements,  
Anniversaries,  

Birthdays, etc... 
More exposure at less cost! 

 
 
 
 

Call 346-2600 

Thunder Bay

Your Community Newspaper

ONLY 
 

$1999
 

Includes photo  

and up to 40 words.  

(additional words 25¢)

Let us deliver  
your special  

announcement  
to over 

40,000 people!

H
A
P
P
Y
 A

D
S
 

plus tax

 
 

 

A Gift In  
Remembrance 

www.sjftb.net/memorial 
768­4411

Recycling saves energy Recycling 
uses less space in landfills Re-
cycling saves trees Recycling helps 
climate change Recycling reduces 
pollution  
Recycling creates jobs. 

• carpet 
• wallpaper 
• decor 

• blinds 
• paint 
• flooring 

IT’S A NEW YEAR!....LET US HELP YOU WITH A NEW LOOK!IT’S A NEW YEAR!....LET US HELP YOU WITH A NEW LOOK!

Dulux Paints Decorating Centre 
Locally owned & operated to serve you better 

784 Memorial Ave. (Next to McDonalds)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS   
In the Estate of  

BRIAN LESLIE JOSEPH PRICE   
All Persons having claims 
against the Estate of BRIAN 
LESLIE JOSEPH PRICE, late 
of Thunder Bay, ON, deceased, 
who died on or about July 6, 
2020, or in the business known 
as EAGLE BAITS, are hereby 
notified to send particulars of 
the same to the undersigned 
on or before February 4, 2021, 
after which date the estate will 
be distributed, with regard only 
to the claims of which the 
undersigned shall then have 
notice and the undersigned will 
not then be liable to any person 
of whose claims they shall not 
then have notice. Dated at 
Thunder Bay, Ontario on the 
4th day of January, 2021.   
JOHN PRICE, CHRISTOPHER 

PRICE & MICHAEL PRICE,  

ESTATE TRUSTEES  

c/o ERICKSONS LLP  

ATTN:  RYAN VENN  

Barristers and Solicitors  
291 South Court Street 
Thunder Bay, ON  P7B 2Y1 

SELLING PRIVATELY?  
Looking to Sell your 

Home? Adverise Here! 

CLASSIFIEDS 
CALL US 346-2600
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