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HEAVY TRAFFIC :  Blue ice has piled up along the shore of Mary Island, drawing hordes of crowds this past weekend to the Silver Harbour Conservation Area to check it out. 
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ICE WARNING 

HARBOUR and RIVER ICE  
conditions in the port are 
dangerous. No unauthorized 
person shall be on the ice.

Ice ice babyIce ice baby
Blue ice at 
Silver Harbour 
Conservation 
Area draw 
crowds, but 
raises concerns, 
with open 
water showing 
in some spots 
near the ice 
shelf /5
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Protecting  

traditional languages  

in foster care  
Tikinagan Child and Family Services puts heavy emphasis 

on maintaining connection to Indigenous languages.
A Tikinagan worker answers calls through the agency's foster parent hotline,  
which offers service in Oji-Cree.

THUNDER BAY – It’s more important than ever to maintain 
connection to traditional languages for foster children and families 
during the disruption of COVID-19, according to Tikinagan Child 
and Family Services. 
 
“Some of our foster parents prefer to speak in their Native 

language, and with community visits limited, we wanted to be 
able to meet their needs during a challenging time,” says Thelma 
Morris, the agency's executive director. 
 
That prompted the community-based child services agency, 

which serves 30 First Nations, to develop a foster parent hotline 
offered in Oji-Cree and English. It was one of the first supports 
put in place in response to public health restrictions, allowing 
families to access services and information even when a local 
worker isn't available. 
 
The effort is just one expression of Tikinagan’s focus on language, 

one of the organization’s nine core values. 
 
All Tikinagan foster homes are Indigenous, and in many, the 

Indigenous language is the primary one used in the home, Morris 
said. About three in four families speak either Ojibway or Oji-Cree, 
she estimates. 
 
That’s no accident – the agency’s service model emphasizes 

nurturing children within their communities and protecting 
connections to family and culture. 
 
“When we’re able to keep children in the same community and 

connected to their families, traditions and culture, including 
language, are maintained,” Morris says. 
 
As a children’s aid organization, Tikinagan has a key role to play 

in averting the loss of traditional languages, Morris says. 
 
“In our communities, mostly everyone can understand their 

community’s first language,” she explains. “However, our younger 

generation, specifically those under the age of 30, are losing it. 
We’re working toward empowering our families and communities 
to help preserve their languages.” 
 
Those efforts start with the agency’s staff, more than 170 of 

whom understand, read, and/or write Oji-Cree or Ojibway, 
allowing it to run services like the parent hotline in-house. 
 
Tikinagan offers incentives to staff who speak or write Oji-Cree 

or Ojibway, as well as educational opportunities to pursue 
language studies. 
 
Call volumes for the hotline have been lower than expected, a 

fact Morris puts down to strong connections with local workers. 
While it's often not in person, workers have actually connected 
more often with families during the pandemic. 
 
"Many of our communities prefer to speak directly to our 

Tikinagan workers based in our community and will be familiar 
with their language experience," Morris says. 
 
The organization strives to communicate with children, families, 

and communities using both traditional languages in written and 
verbal communication and promotes the use of the languages 
with children in care. 
 
For children living in an urban setting outside of their First 

Nation, the organization looks for alternatives to support their 
connection with culture, including language classes and other 
programming. 
 
Ojibway and Oji-Cree are emphasized in many of Tikinagan’s 

publications, including its website, social media pages, newsletter, 
and annual report. 
 
“We’re always looking for more ways to incorporate this in our 

work to underline how important it is to maintain this aspect of 
our communities’ culture,” Morris says.
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Light snow

Probability of Precipitation:  90% 
HIGH  2    LOW  -9

Mainly sunny

Probability of Precipitation: 20% 
HIGH -5    LOW  -14

Sunny 

Probability of Precipitation:  10% 
HIGH  3    LOW  -8

SUNDAY

Mainly sunny
Probability of Precipitation:  20% 

HIGH  0   LOW  -8

MONDAY

Mainly sunny
Probability of Precipitation:  20% 

HIGH  1   LOW  -6

Weather ForecastWeather Forecast

Mainly cloudy
Probability of Precipitation:  30% 

HIGH  5   LOW  -6

LOCALNEWS

HEALTH 
By Leith Dunick – TBSource 

Dr. Janet DeMille says the public should assume 
COVID-19 is in every corner of the district -- and 

take proper measures to keep it at bay. 
“That is exactly what we're seeing. COVID-19 is essen-

tially everywhere. It is in many different 
places, and it is spreading,” said the medical 
officer of health at the Thunder Bay District 
Health Unit in a video released on Monday 
night. 

“It is in workplaces, it is in daycares. We saw 
cases in schools. It is in retirement homes, 
health-care settings. It is in the retail outlets 
where you go shopping – for example your 
local grocery store. It is in people's homes and 
apartment buildings.” 

How bad is it? 
It took 313 days for Thunder Bay to reach 

1,000 cases. 
It took just 34 more for the district to add 

another 1,000 cases to the count, the 30 addi-
tional cases announced on Monday giving the 
health unit 2,024 cases since the first one was 
announced last March 27. 

There are currently 462 active cases and there 
hasn't been fewer than 26 cases announced on 
any day since Feb. 18. Ten times in that span 
there have been 40 cases or more announced, 
culminating with 111 announced Sunday – 
albeit 70 of those cases should have been 
announced on either Friday or Saturday. 

The spread is also no longer being fuelled 
largely by the city's vulnerable population anymore, 
which was the case a few weeks ago, when the district's 
case count began to grow exponentially. 

“Even at that time, several weeks ago, there were other 
cases that were occurring. Now those other cases, the 
spread outside that vulnerable population, is what is 
driving our case numbers and leading to the ongoing 
increase in those numbers,” DeMille said. 

“Unfortunately, this is not really settling down.” 
The fact of the matter is, she added, people aren't taking 

the pandemic seriously enough. People are interacting 
with others much more than they should, which is 
allowing the virus to spread. 

“This virus is having an easy time spreading from one 
person to the next and to the next. 

Of the 527 cases reported over the past 11 
days, 314, more than 60 per cent, are deemed 
close contact. Dozens more exposure cate-
gories are pending, while 64 are labelled 
unknown. 

“In many situations, that person didn't even 
know that they had it,” DeMille said. 

“It has spread in households. It has spread in 
workplaces ... We see spread when people are 
getting together.” 

People are also ignoring symptoms and inter-
acting with others, passing along the virus 
before the realize they are positive. 
“It may seem like it's just a cold, but it's not,” 

DeMille said. 
DeMille said to help reduce the active case 

count, the public needs to limit its interactions 
with others and see only those who reside within 
one's household. Stay at home as much as 
possible. 

Play dates and sleep-overs are out of bounds 
for children. 

“All of these activities can spread COVID-19 
and are spreading COVID-19.” 

DeMille also recommended following all 
protocols when leaving the house and screening 
one's self every day. 

“Don't leave your home if you have any symptoms ... 
get tested and don't leave your home until you get a 
negative test back. Don't assume that what you have is 
just a cold.” 

Household members must stay at home until the test 
result is cleared. DeMille also implored workplaces to 
ensure all COVID measures are in place and being 
observed.

“This virus is 
having an 
easy time 
spreading 
from one  

person to the 
next and to 
the next.” 
DR. JANET 
DEMILLE

DR. JANET DEMILLE

COVID is everywhere
Public not taking virus threat seriously enough: DeMille

ESCALATING CASE COUNT: As of Monday there were 462 active cases of COVID-19 in the District of Thunder Bay. 
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Shawn’s Nofrills ~ 766-0003 
1020 Dawson Rd. Thunder Bay   

Darcy’s Nofrills ~ 626-0003 
425 N. Edward St. Thunder Bay

CUSTOMER APPRECIATION EVENT
5LB BAG

488
MANDARINS 
Product of U.S.A.

SAVE UP TO 2.11/LB 
FRESH BONELESS 
PORK HALF LOIN 
Cryovac Package

Prices effective from Friday, March 12 to Thursday, March 18, 2021

/LB

4.14/KG

188

588
SAVE UP TO 3.09 
COBBLESTONE PORK BACK 
RIBS OR CHICKEN  
DRUMSTICKS 
Selected varieties 
680/900 g

688
SAVE 6.09 
SCHNEIDERS CHICKEN 
WINGS 
Selected varieties, frozen 
750 g

WONDER  
BREAD 
Selected varieties 
570 g

188
/LB

21.78/KG

988SAVE 2.08/LB 
SEAQUEST 
ATLANTIC  
SALMON  
FILET 
Fresh
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LOCALNEWS

CITY HALL 
By Ian Kaufman – TB Source 

Thunder Bay won’t be getting a new indoor 
turf facility, at least not yet, after city coun-

cil voted not to award a tender for construc-
tion to Tom Jones Corporation Monday night. 

The 7-5 vote does not definitively kill the 
project, though several councillors who 
supported moving forward said that could be 
the likely result. 

On the contrary, others who voted 
against awarding the $39 million 
tender said they supported an indoor 
turf facility in principle. 

“I know we have to fill a need in 
the community – people wish to 
have space to play sports indoors 
during the winter," said Coun. Mark 
Bentz, who voted no. "That’s some-
thing I’m committed to see happen. 
That doesn’t mean I support a $46 
million facility.” 

Other councillors cited the uncer-
tainty of COVID-19 as the main 
reason they couldn't proceed. 

Because Monday’s vote to award the tender 
to Tom Jones was separate from a prior vote 
to proceed with a multi-use turf facility at 
Chapples Park, administration will now work 
to redevelop the tender process. 

City manager Norm Gale could not yet say 
how long that would take, but promised staff 
would return to seek further direction from 
council. 

A report from administration recommended 
awarding the project to the Tom Jones 
Corporation, the lowest bidder, up to the 
amount of $39,194,680 inclusive of all taxes 

and a contingency allowance. 
That includes a recent $1.6 million jump in 

the estimated cost. 
The project's real cost to the city was esti-

mated at roughly $46 million over 25 years, 
thanks to around $8.8 million in interest 
payments on a $16.6 million debenture neces-
sary to fund the project. 

In addition to the debenture, administration 
proposed paying for the project with just over 
$15 million already placed in a dedicated 

reserve fund, $1.6 million in MAT 
tax revenues, $3.3 million from the 
Renew Thunder Bay Reserve 
Fund, and $300,000 from FedNor. 

The lack of hoped-for support 
from provincial and federal 
governments was cited by 
numerous opponents as a key 
factor. 

Councillors Aiello, Bentz, 
Hamilton, Johnson, McKinnon, 
Oliver, and You voted not to 
approve the tender; Councillors 
Ch’ng, Foulds, Fraser, Ruberto, 

and Mayor Mauro voted yes. 
Couns. Albert Aiello and Kristen Oliver 

had previously voted to proceed to tender 
with the project in August. Their change of 
heart proved definitive in voting it down 
Monday. 

Oliver cited rising costs and the uncertainty 
of the pandemic in explaing her vote. 

“Until we know what the full impact of 
COVID-19 is going to be, at this point regret-
tably I have to say no," she said. 

Coun. Trevor Giertuga, who had voted not 
to go to tender at that time, is on a leave of 
absence.

“Until we 
know what 

the full 
impact of 

COVID-19 ... I 
have to say 

no.”  
KRISTEN OLIVER

Project cost had increased by $1.6 million

Council rejects 
multiplex tender

TURFED FOR NOW: The proposed indoor turf facility was proposed to be built at Chapples Park. 
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THUNDER BAY 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

It’s an outdoor kind of city and a 
travel trailer is on a lot of people’s 

wish list. 
For just $10, one lucky 

ticket-buyer dream is 
going to come true in 
August. 

Once again St. John 
Ambulance is holding its 
Spring into Summer draw, 
the top prize a 29-foot 
Grey Wolf Travel Trailer 
built for the camper in 
everyone. 

The second prize is a 
Honda generator from J&J Sports 
with a six-year warranty, while the 
third-place prize is a Wilderness 
Systems Radar 115 kayak, which 
can be moved by power, pedaling or 

paddling. 
There are also early-bird prizes, 

including a two-night stay at a KOA 
campground cabin, complete with 
firewood and access to mini golf and 

the driving range. 
Someone is also going to 
win a four-night stay at 
the Kashabowie River 
Resort, with boat and 
motor included during the 
trip. 

There are a variety of 
other packages up for 
grabs too. 

Diana Sustawenko, the 
executive director of St. 
John Ambulance for 

Northwestern Ontario, says the draw 
is the single-biggest fundraiser for 
the organization each year, and is 
especially important in 2021, after a 
year of living in a COVID-19 reality. 

Gathering restrictions have 
reduced class sizes and a lack of 
events in Thunder Bay and else-
where in the region mean a drastic 
drop in the need for the services 
provided by the organization. 

“This Spring into Summer 
campaign is very important to St. 
John Ambulance. It’s our largest 
fundraiser of the year, and especially 
during COVID. Since last March, 
like many other businesses, locally 
and globally, we’ve been in financial 
restraints,” Sustawenko said. 

“It’s been quite difficult. Our 
training numbers have gone down 
from 54 students a day to only 16. 
Our trailer draw last year was 
affected by COVID. We weren’t 
allowed to have people in the trailer 
and we were closed for four months, 
so we were only able to take phone 
orders.”

SJA launches trailer draw

DIANA SUSTAWENKO
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LO C A LNEWS

SHUNIAH 
By Gary Rinne – TB Source 

The pressure crack on ice-covered Lake 
Superior caught him by surprise, and he 

was in the water in an instant. 
“Down I went,” says Ken Shields, 

describing his experience over the weekend 
when he and his wife went to Silver Harbour 
to check out the chunks of blue ice that have 
piled up in the conservation area east of 
Thunder Bay. 

Shields said the crack near Mary 
Island had been covered by snow. 

Fortunately, he was able to stop 
his descent with his arms, leaving 
him submerged up to his waist. 

It took about eight seconds for 
him to extricate himself, he said. 

“I just kicked my way out, and 
back onto the ice.” 

Lesson to learn 
But Shields, who shared his 

story on social media, told 
Dougall Media he hopes the 
incident serves as a cautionary tale to 
everyone who's venturing onto the ice. 

“There were lots and lots of pressure 
cracks. I spent 20 minutes going back to my 
car, and I was turning people around. There 
were people on ATVs heading my way.”  

He estimates there were about 500 visitors 
at Silver Harbour, including numerous 
children, at the time. 

The Lakehead Region Conservation 
Authority agrees that the blue ice at Silver 
Harbour is pretty to look at, but a 
spokesperson says there are hazards for 
people who don't stay on land.  

“It's really unique to see, really interesting, 
and it makes for some great photo opportu-
nities,” Ryan Mackett said on Monday. 

However, referring to those who venture 
onto the ice, Mackett said “it's important to 
note that LRCA staff do not monitor ice 
conditions. People are doing so at their own 
risk, and are urged to proceed with caution.” 

Be smart, he said. 
“If you are going to go, you need to use 

your own judgment and your own common 
sense, and if the ice doesn't look safe, don't 

go on the ice. If you are unsure 
what unsafe ice looks like, don't go 
on the ice.” 

Heavy traffic 
Mackett said that during the 

COVID-19 pandemic, larger 
numbers of people than usual are 
visiting conservation areas. 

But at Silver Harbour, the situa-
tion is close to getting out of hand. 

He said long-time anglers in the 
area have never seen so many 
people gathered in that area simul-

taneously at this time of year. 
“The parking lot is getting overfilled, and 

we're getting complaints about people 
parking on the road unsafely.” 

Mackett urged visitors to follow all 
COVID-19 regulations. 

He also said he hopes visitors to Silver 
Harbour remember to pay the $5 fee which 
goes toward the upkeep of LRCA proper-
ties. 

Last March, large crowds gathered at the 
end of Shipyard Road in Current River to 
view spectacular formations of blue ice that 
had formed on the shoreline.

“I just kicked 
my way out, 
and back 

onto the ice.” 

KEN SHIELDS

Blue ice pretty, 
but danger lurks
Pressure cracks have led to people falling through

WARNING S IGN:  A pressure crack can be seen weaving its way along the edge of the ice build-up. 
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Take COVID 
seriously
Two weeks ago, it was easy to try to 

make scapegoats out of the city’s vul-
nerable population.  

After all, they were behind the growing 
spread of COVID-19.  

And still we shopped, and visited with 
friends and forgot a lot of what the virus 
taught us over the past year.  

Now, says Dr. Janet DeMille, who 
heads the Thunder Bay District Health 
Unit, the virus is everywhere.  

We already knew it was in our schools. 
WalMart and Superstore staff had had 
multiple cases.  

It’s in our childcare centres, and it’s 
likely in your workplace too.  

This isn’t someone else’s problem.  
This is on you. 
If you have a sniffle or feel a little under 

the weather, stay home. Keep those in 
your household home too.  

Get tested and wait for the result. At this 
point, we’re all better off safe than sorry.  

Our numbers aren’t coming down. 
We’re not coming out of Grey any time 
soon, and it will be a miracle if students 
are allowed back in the classroom next 
week.  

It does the city no good if too many of 
us continue to believe it’s someone else’s 
problem. If that’s your attitude, don’t be 
surprised if you find the district in an even 
tighter lockdown situation, with non-
essential businesses closed and tighter 
restrictions all around. No one wants that.

Say no to turf complex 
To the editor: 

We are opposed to council mov-
ing ahead  with an indoor turf 

facility.  It is unaffordable.   
Doing so would add $16.5 million 

to the city's present debt of  $212 
millions.   

The annual  interest on the city's 
debt is now costing city taxpayers 
$13.5 million.  

The proposed $46-million  soccer-
plex would cost city taxpayers  an 
additional  $8 million  in interest on 
the $16.5-million, 25-year deben-
ture. 

Thunder Bay already has the sixth 
highest municipal debt outstanding 
per capita in a BMA study of 35 
Ontario cities.   

Thunder Bay also has the second 
highest property taxes out of 35 
Ontario  cities with only the city of 
Windsor having higher taxes. 

There has been no commitment of 
funds from the federal or provincial 
government.  

There has been no funding from 
Soccer Northwest Ontario. 

If the city was in a better position 
to build an indoor turf facility there 
are other more affordable options 
like the Edmonton Soccer Dome 
that opened two years ago at a cost 
of $7 million.   

It is the largest sports dome in 
Canada with a playing surface of 
135,000 sq. ft and a playing surface 
of 270 feet by 500 feet.  

It has seven fields and a full-size 
fifa regulation field. 

The city of Edmonton contributed 
$2.9 million dollars to the cost and 
the rest was paid by private enter-
prise. 

Moving ahead now with this type 
of expenditure will only guarantee 
higher taxes and take money from 
funds that are needed to go towards 
existing infrastructure upgrades and 
improvements. 

Many city taxpayers are stretched 
to the limit now  because of mass 
layoffs, the pandemic and additional 
expenditures due to the pinhole 
water leaks in their copper  water 
pipes. 

We hope  council will do what is 
best for the majority of its citizens. 

 
Ray Smith,  

Thunder Bay 
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Dear Money Lady, I am 67 and 
getting married again – hopeful-

ly third time’s the charm.  Should I 
consider a prenup?  Jeannies 

 

Congratulations Jeannies – and 
yes. 

There’s a lot of talk about “grey 
divorce” these days, but there really 
should be more about “grey 
marriages.”   

They seem to be on the rise over the 
last few years – even with COVID.  
Everybody deserves to be happy, but 
you also want to be protected, so 
good for you to be considering a 
marriage contract! 

Marriage contracts are typically 
entered into prior to the marriage, 
hence the term ‘pre’nuptial. However, 
they can also be signed or amended at 
any time during the marriage.   

I would always recommend getting 
a marriage contract because they are 
extremely beneficial for comprehen-
sive estate planning which includes 
death succession, not just a possible 
divorce.   

To protect clients, I am much more 
interested in what is to happen in the 
event of a spouse’s death, and of 
course it is necessary to ensure the 
marriage contract and the Will are “in 
sync.”   

You see, marriage contracts can, and 
often do, override Wills.   

Let’s look at an example.  You 
cannot gift more to your surviving 
spouse via your will than in the 
marriage contract, unless the contract 
states that you can do so.   

Typically, the will states that the 
testator is a party to a marriage 
contract already in existence, citing 
the marriage contract by its date. 

Today, many people have had 
multiple marriages, have complicated 
financial lives, properties, children, 
grandchildren and perhaps even 
dependents that need constant care.  

 It is not a lack of love or future 
commitment to your new partner, but 

rather your conscious need to set out 
the manner in which your finances 
and property will be shared or divided 
in the event of divorce or death; based 
on your wishes and intentions, not on 
provincial statutory law.   

Marriage contracts are limited in 
their scope and to be valid and 
enforceable, the spouses must have 
made full and complete disclosure of 
all their assets and the values, 
including trust interest and all debts 
and liabilities.   

It is also prudent to obtain a certifi-
cate of independent legal advice so 
that the marriage contract is less 
vulnerable to challenge and to being 
set aside by the court.   

Of course, it goes without saying 
that you must have this done with 
your lawyer and for the benefit of all 
parties, really should be signed well 
in advance of the date of the wedding.   

Good luck and best wishes, 
Written by Christine Ibbotson, Author 
of 4 finance books and the Canadian 
Best-Selling Book  “How to Retire 
Debt Free & Wealthy”   or send a 
question to 
info@askthemoneylady.ca  

MONEY LADY

CHRISTINE 
IBBOTSON

Are prenups necessary?
Marriage agreements are almost always a good idea to have in place
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L
etters to the editor are most welcome. 
Those kept to 350 words or less  

have priority.  
 
The Thunder Bay Source reserves the  
right to edit submissions for content and  
clarity. All attempts will be made to  
preserve the core argument of the author.  

 
Address them to: 

Thunder Bay Source 

87 North Hill Street,  

Thunder Bay, ON  P7A 5V6 

   

Email: ldunick@dougallmedia.com 

Visit our website: www.tbnewswatch.com

HOW TO WRITE US:

LUCKY WINNER:  Stacey Hutton, wife of Buffalo Sabres goaltender Carter Hutton, won $50,000 
on a Crossword scratch ticket her husband purchased for her as a Christmas present. 
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WORD UP

Perspective

VOICE YOUR OPINION ABOUT 
THINGS THAT MATTER MOST.   

VISIT www.tbnewswatch.com  
TO SHARE YOUR IDEAS AND VIEWS ABOUT 

OUR WEEKLY POLL QUESTION.

your

Gen. Rick Hillier says he hopes any 
Ontarian who wants to be vaccinated 

can have at least one shot by summer. Is 
this realistic? YES NO

44.41% 46.78%

DON’T KNOW
8.81%

TOTAL VOTES:   885

VOICE
THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

OPINION 
By J.R. Shermack 
Special to TB Source 

I could be wrong, but I am pre-
dicting an early spring this year. 
As an avid gardener I am 

patiently waiting and watching 
for signs that winter will soon be 
over and warmer weather is on 
the way. 

I don’t pay much attention to 
Groundhog Day and I don’t 
depend on the weather predicting 
ability of an overgrown rodent to 
tell me when spring will arrive. 

I rely instead on my own intu-
ition along with decades of 
folklore and urban myth to 
provide the holistic data I need to 
make my own yearly forecast. 

I look, listen and sniff for the 
perfumed aroma of springtime, 
especially at this time of year as 
temperatures rise and the snow 
melts away. 

Same old prediction 
And I always make the same 

optimistic forecast – that we will 
have an early spring, an excep-
tional summer and a banner year 
in the garden. 

This year I am sticking to that 
same prediction although I should 
mention that I am wrong nine 
years out of 10 – that one year 
when I do get it right I gloat all 
summer long. 

It is not an exact science but 
even when I am wrong I still 
share my favorite homilies, 

sayings and rhymes from tradi-
tional weather watchers.  

I try to put a positive spin on my 
failure as a meteorologist by 
reciting a few irresistible nuggets 
of practical weather wisdom from 
days gone by.    

Back then you could forecast 
the weather with a few catchy 
phrases and some smooth talking. 

Some of the old clichés are 
well-known and many hold a 
grain of truth – red sky at night, 
sailor’s delight, red sky in the 
morning, sailor’s 
warning. 

If March comes in 
like a lion, it will go 
out like a lamb – when 
the wind’s from the 
east the weather’s a 
beast, when the wind’s 
from the west the 
weather’s the best. 

If the spring is cold 
and wet, the fall will be 
hot and dry – a rainy 
spring is followed by a hot, or a 
quiet, or maybe even a dry 
summer, who knows – windy 
spring means cool summer.  

This down home way of weather 
forecasting is a creative way to 
express the natural world. 

Better a late spring than early 
blossoms – this refers to the joy 
of an early spring bloom quickly 
followed by the sorrow of sub-
zero temperatures freezing the 
new growth. 

Joy and sorrow sometimes grow 
on the same vine in Northwestern 

Ontario gardens but as I already 
mentioned, spring will soon be 
here and I am expecting an early 
arrival this year.  

One of my favorite signs of 
spring’s imminent arrival is the 
first unmistakable song of a red-
breasted robin floating through 
the air in my back yard. 

The robin’s call has been para-
phrased as, “cheerily, cheer up, 
cheer up, cheerily” and serves as 
an audio spring tonic for millions 
of winter-weary Canadians.  

I also listen for the char-
acteristic honk of Canadian 
geese as they pass 
overhead in chevron flight, 
flying high from one 
horizon to the other on 
their way back north. 

Sign of spring 
Crocuses are usually the 

first flowers to appear in 
the spring and they often 
contrast against the snow 

as they poke their heads through, 
searching for sunlight. 

I started watching for signs 
when the seed catalogues arrived 
early this year and I’ve been busy 
studying weather folklore, ancient 
proverbs and whimsical rhymes. 

Based on my findings I am 
prepared to predict an early 
spring, an exceptional summer 
and a banner year in the garden – 
I stand by my record. 

Of course I could be wrong, but 
every year about this time, hope 
springs eternal. 

“I look, listen 
and sniff for 
the perfumed 

aroma of 
springtime.”

Signs of spring
Every year, columnist makes the same weather prediction

Kings Garden 
 
In 1899 Joseph G. King of  
Port Arthur acquired a fine 
residence on North Algoma 
Street bordering McVicar  
Creek. An elevator man by  
profession, King had a  
passion for city  
beautification. He started 
with his own property,  
turning raw bush into a  
fabulous private park,  
known locally as King’s  
 Gar dens, which became  
a tourist attraction  
featured often on  
postcards.
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LOCALNEWS

THUNDER BAY 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

An 89-year-old woman struck by a 
vehicle in a north-side strip-mall 

parking lot has died.  
Thunder Bay Police say they were 

called to the Red River Road location on 
Friday, just before 2 p.m., after reports 
of the collision were received.  

Paramedics and firefighters were on 
scene and attempted to treat the woman, 
whose name is being withheld at the 
request of family.  

The victim was taken to hospital for 
further treatment, but later died of the 
injuries sustained in the collision.  

Next-of-kin have been notified and 
police have not said if any charges are 
pending. 

Police continue to investigate.  

Pedestrian killed in parking lot crash

TRAGIC : Thunder Bay Police investigate a fatal collison last Friday on Red River Road. 
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BREAK FREE FROM DEBT TODAY 
We listen, we care and we can help. 

Jayson Stoppel, CPA,CA  

Licensed insolvency trustee 

 

 

 
1095 Barton Street 

807-625-4424 
WEBSITE: debtsolutions-thunderbay.ca Factory Trained, Fully Licensed,  

Master Certified, Serving  
Northwestern Ontario over 46 years 983-3449 3075 Alice Ave. 

off Government Rd.

Delamination?  
Slide­Out Leaking?  

Soft Spots on your RV’s Roof, Walls, Floors? 
Come See Us – Your Rebuild Specialists!  

Specializing in Rubber Roof & Filon Lamination, Floor & Wall Rebuilds  
• Complete Undercarriage Work • Repairs to RV Furnaces, Fridges, 

 HWH & Convertors. • TSSA Licensed for LP Servicing.
OPEN YEAR ROUND for Service & Parts.  

RV Service You  Can Trust!  The tbSOURCE Classifieds are ONLINE, so it’s easier 
than ever to find exactly what you’re looking for. 

visit tbnewswatch.com

The past twelve months have been unlike 
anything any of us have ever known.  We 

have had to find new ways to do our jobs, to 
run our businesses, and to live our lives.  
While the impact of the global pandemic has, 
at the very least, brought each of us hardship 
and inconvenience, it has also forced us to 
change.  In my experience, change is not 
always a bad thing, and learning to adapt will 
always provide new opportunities. 

In the past year, more people have been 
spending quality time outdoors.  Many 
families are enjoying more activities together.  
Couples are syncing their interests and 
spending more time doing things with each 
other.  Most importantly, across the world, 
people are discovering the silent sports.  Silent 
sports are human-powered activities that 
require minimal equipment and can be easily 
enjoyed solo or in small groups.   

Silent sports include hiking, running, skiing, 
paddling, snowshoeing and biking.  For me, 
the best thing about these activities is that 
every member of the family can enjoy them, 
either together or at their own pace, and 
nobody is left watching from the sidelines.  
Luckily for us, Thunder Bay is a silent sports 
paradise. 

I was inspired to write this article as I was 
out exploring the Sibley Peninsula recently.  
Normally, on the first weekend of March we 
would be skiing the Sleeping Giant Loppet on 
Saturday and then riding the Fat Bike Loppet 
on Sunday.   

With both events cancelled this year, we had 
the chance to slow down and explore while 
enjoying the weather, the scenery, and the 
chance to still be outside and to keep moving 
forward.  We were not necessarily out to 
discover new trails, but we found ourselves 

simply looking at things differently.  We 
visited places we had never been in the winter 
and we were travelling trails and roads in the 
reverse direction to our usual loops.  
Consequently, we discovered new sights and 
we enjoyed new adventures in our own back 
yard.  

 The incredible number of people we ran 
into on the trails, many of whom were friends 
we had not seen in a while, made our adven-
tures even better.  It appears that some people 
are not just surviving, but actually thriving as 
they make the most of this surreal situation 

we are in. 
The coldest and darkest days of winter are 

officially behind us now.  Spring and the 
promise of the warm weather silent sports are 
now just around the corner.   

However, let us not wish away the snow and 
ice just yet.  With the mild weather and longer 
days of March and April we typically get a 
boost of energy and a heightened desire to be 
outside.  The next few weeks will likely 
provide us with the best skiing, fat biking, ice 
fishing and hiking of the winter season.   

I hope to see you outside. 

Silent sport, new perspective

REWARDING V IEW: Charlotte Ailey admires the Sea Lion while backcountry skiing on Lake Superior.
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THE GOOD LIFE

KEITH 
AILEY

To start our weekly conversations about mental health, I want to 
talk about Social Anxiety Disorder (or “SAD”), one of the most 

common anxiety disorders. About 80 per cent of people experience 
SAD by the age of 20.  

Talking about it and sharing experiences not only reduces the 
stigma of SAD, but being open about it can decrease feelings of 
shame and loneliness. 

Anxiety, regardless of where it comes from, follows the same 
pattern. We encounter a trigger, perceive a threat, respond with 
anxiousness, find a coping mechanism and then use that mechanism 
to close the loop.  

Anxiety is your body’s natural response to stress; it is your body’s 
signal to a feeling of fear or apprehension and is often very beneficial 
in terms of survival and safety; think of it as your ‘gut feeling’. The 
experience of anxiety is felt through our thoughts, body sensations 
and actions. You know the feeling; your heart rate goes up, your 
muscles tense, your stomach twists in knots, or you break into a 

sweat. “Fight or flight” is 
perfectly normal and healthy, 
but it’s a problem when we 
can’t come back down, or 
when we lean into unhealthy 
coping mechanisms to deal 
with the stress. 

SAD, specifically, is the 
fear of social or performance situations. People with SAD often feel 
judged by others and fear being humiliated or embarrassed in social 
situations. Those with SAD are often misunderstood as they can 
easily be mistaken for nervous, withdrawn, disinterested or inhibited. 
The irony is that people with SAD actually want to make friends and 
be involved in social groups, but the anxiety holds them back. Even 
though they may truly be friendly, their fears get in the way. 

I have decided to discuss SAD this week as I know that anxiety, 
SAD in particular, has only increased during the pandemic. The 
normal social fears that hold people back are magnified by the fear 
of getting sick or making someone else sick. Fortunately, there are 
proven ways to help manage SAD. Talk to your family doctor or a 
medical professional; also, counselling can be very helpful. 
Practicing mindfulness has also shown to lessen negative emotions 
and make SAD easier to manage. 

If you’re reading this and feel triggered, if you’re thinking “This is 
me!”, you need to know that you are not alone. I know the first step 
is the scariest. It is difficult to make the call, book an appointment 
and meet someone new. I recognize that and I’m here to listen. 
Please, reach out to me and my colleagues if you need support 

* SAD can also refer to Seasonal Affect Disorder, which we will 
discuss next week.  
Dorset Pier Mental Health. Take Comfort. Take Care. 

Feeling SAD

DORSET PIER  
MENTAL HEALTH

DANIELLE 
RIDER
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I am constantly losing things and, 
after some annoying length of time, 

finding them.  I am not alone in this 
pursuit.   

My wife, Laura, is also a victim of 
losing stuff.   Why have we become 
losers...er...I mean pawns in the game 
of lost things? 

At least once per day, Laura can’t 
find her glasses.  She has two pairs - 
one for reading and one for distance.  
“I can’t find my glasses” I hear her 
cry.   

Depending on which side of the 
house she was last in, I head to the 
opposite side and often am lucky to 
discover her “specs” perhaps on the 
table but covered with some paper - 

flyers or newspaper.  Or, if she is at the 
table and utters her lament, I head 
back to the bedroom or bathroom 
where I usually discover her glasses 
beside her side of the bed. 

 I have one pair for reading since I 
had a very successful double cataract 
operation two years ago.  But I fall 
into the morass of putting something 
down and forgetting where I put it.    

Rare misplacement 
I don’t usually misplace my reading 

glasses.   
No, it is usually my keys to the car 

or truck if I failed to hang them up 
upon returning inside Casa Jones.   

Or the other day when I couldn’t for 
the life of me locate one of  my coffee 
mugs.  I looked and looked all over 
our cluttered house.  Nada.   

When I remembered to look, I would 
investigate every room first elimi-
nating the likely spots where I would 
stash a mug - my library, the boiler 
room, beside my reading chair in the 

living room, the kitchen, and then 
scour all of the bathrooms, the family 
room, hoping to find it.  This time, 
nada.   

“Did you leave it in the barn?” Laura 
helpfully asks, “or on the banister of 
the front porch when you were 
grabbing seeds to feed the birds?”  so, 
I don my boots and coat and head 
outside, first checking the banister and 
then looking over the side to see if the 
mug had fallen.  Nope.   

So, on to the barn but no mug to be 
seen where it is usually set it down 
when feeding horses or cleaning stalls.  
This haphazard search went on for the 
better part of a week.  

It was Laura who showed up with 
the mug, still intact but full of bits of 
hay.   

“Where did you find it?” I asked.   
“Beside the round pen. You must 

have brought it out to go into the barn 
to feed the horses their morning grain 
but stopped at the round pen to throw 
hay inside it before we brought out the 

horse,” she answered.  Forgetty 
Freddy strikes again!  Sheesh. 

Sometimes but, fortunately, not 
often, I lose something and never find 
it.   

This occurred five or six years ago 
when I lost a set of keys that contained 
the mail box key and the house key.  
Good thing we had duplicates of both.  
I never found those keys. 

Or, more recently, while getting gas 
at a station in town, somehow I lost 
my wallet.  Now that is a serious bit of 
losing.   

Not quite sure 
At least I think I lost it at the gas 

station; or it could have been at the 
quad repair place.  I remember paying 
for the gas and I thought that I shoved 
the wallet back into my pants but 
when I got home, no wallet.  

And hence, no credit cards, no health 
card, no drivers license, etc., etc.   

Great, now a royal pain to replace.  
Naturally, I called both locations but 

was told that nothing had been recov-
ered.   

Probably not since I had a hundred 
dollars cash in the wallet.  The light-
fingered one likely took that cash and 
threw the wallet into the garbage.   

So then you have to go to all of the 
respective issuing places to get 
replacements.   

As I mentioned, a pain.  The only 
other time I lost my wallet was in 
Paris, France on a trip back in 1981. 
Actually, I didn’t lose it; I was artfully 
pickpocketed on the Metro. 

We never seem to lose anything 
permanently out here in the country 
thank goodness.  We are just in the 
habit of misplacing our stuff probably 
because we are aging and (I speak for 
myself) our memories “ain’t wot they 
used to be”.   

So, it is an increasing game much 
like ‘find Waldo’, and my car keys, 
and my glasses, and my coffee mug, 
and…’ in our cluttered abode.  We 
help each other out. 

Finding Waldo, car keys and glasses
RURAL ROOTS

FRED 
JONES
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Includes

Dinner for 6 
ready to pick up 

 $160 
Individual 
Dinners 

per person 
  $27 

READY TO SERVE 
•   Fresh Baked Buns and Butter 
•   Classic Airlane Caesar Salad 
•   Slow Roasted 10lb Turkey with  
•   Traditional Stuffing 
•   Whipped Potatoes   •   Natural Pan Gravy 
•   Vegetable Medley     •   German Chocolate 

                   Cake 

Takeout Turkey Dinner with all the Trimmings 
If you're not quite ready to give up the tradition of Easter Dinner at 
home, but still hate all the fuss and mess, why not let the Chef's at  
the Airlane prepare a full Holiday Dinner for you and your guests. 

Ramada By Wyndham Airlane Hotel 
698 W Arthur Street, Thunder Bay, ON 

www.ramadaairlane.com 

PLUS 
HST

PLUS 
HST

Please call our  
Catering Department at  
473-1605

THUNDER BAY 
By Ian Kaufman – TB Source 

A new organization plans to boost education and advo-
cacy efforts on gender and sexual diversity issues in 

Thunder Bay and the surrounding region. 
Jason Veltri, president of the newly-formed Rainbow 

Collective of Thunder Bay, said the core team behind the 
collective saw a hunger for more capacity to do that 
work. 

“We felt there were gaps in our community – resources 
and education weren’t readily accessible,” he said. 

The group will offer workshops and other 
programming geared to local schools, busi-
nesses, other organizations, and provide 
resources and advocacy to the LGBTQ commu-
nity. 

“We want businesses and other organizations 
to start learning about broadening their 
approach and their policy [on] inclusion and 
gender and sexual diversity in the workplace,” 
said vice-president of inclusion Jessy Bogacki. 

“We’re looking to have some sort of standard 
for businesses and [other] organizations, to have 
a baseline about our community, how to respect 
our community, what language to use around 
pronouns, and [other] best practices.” 

Initial workshops include Pronouns 101, a Coming Out 
Checklist, and Transgender Medical Care. 

The sessions will range from about one to three hours, 
said Bogacki, and be offered on a sliding scale to accom-
modate non-profits and equity groups. 

The collective is incorporated as a not-for-profit, 
starting with a four-person board (the other members are 
Annalicia Kaban and Daniel Stilla) – though Veltri 
expected that to grow as the organization puts down roots 
in the community. 

Central to that process will be the launch of five “lead-

ership councils” (Seniors, Two-Spirit, BIPOC, Youth, 
and Transgender). The group is currently soliciting 
participation in those councils. More information is 
available at its website. 

That structure will ensure the Rainbow Collective 
is accountable to the community, Veltri said. 

“Creating our leadership councils will help build 
our organization from the ground up, instead of board 
down,” he stated. “Oftentimes boards are driven by 
what they feel is right; instead they should be 
listening and empowering their communities to help 
with this work.” 

Veltri resigned as chair of Thunder Pride in 
2020, citing differences with its board over 
the organization’s governance model and 
organizational direction. 

The two groups will be complementary, he 
said, noting two Thunder Pride board 
members also sit on the collective’s board. 

“We’re here to focus on education, aware-
ness and advocacy work,” he said. “We’re 
not going to be taking part in planning Pride 
– that’s Thunder Pride’s expertise.” 

“We really want to add to the work 
[they’re] doing. It’s a lot of work for one 
particular organization… There’s not just 
one Indigenous organization doing work in 

the community, there’s not just one youth organiza-
tion doing work. For us, we’re adding capacity to the 
network.” 

As the collective grows, they also hope to do more 
work throughout the region, Veltri said. 

“Our focus right now will be on the city, but our 
goal would be to start creating a network – especially 
[to the] east,” he said. “There are no pride organiza-
tions until you hit Hearst. That to me says we have a 
lot more work to do, especially along the North 
Shore.”

“There are 
no pride 

organizations 
until you hit 
Hearst. That 
says to me 

we have a lot 
more work to 

do.”  
JASON VELTRI

Gender and diversity 
focus of new group
Rainbow Collective says there are gaps in community

NEW START: Rainbow Collective founding board members Jason Veltri, Jessy Bogacki, Annalicia Kaban, and Daniel Stilla.
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IN THE bay
arts  entertainment  culture

My Salinger Year (Shaw PPV) brings 
to life the novel by Joanna Rakoff, 

based on her real-life experiences as an 
office drone at a prestigious New York 
literary agency in the mid-1990s, headed 
by no-nonsense agent Margaret 
(Sigourney Weaver).   

Joanna (Margaret Qualley) is an 
aspiring writer who has had two poems 
published in the Paris Review. Though 
she knows little about being a literary 
agent, she believes the gig will somehow 
lead to becoming a published author.  
However, Margaret scoffs at that notion, 
declaring that writers make ‘lousy assis-
tants.’   

Oddly, the agency is so old-school 
(“Computers make 
for more work,” 
sniffs Margaret) that 
staff use Selectric 
typewriters and 
Dictaphones.  

N o n e t h e l e s s 
Margaret consigns 
Joanna to respond to 
fan letters and other entreaties on behalf 
of the agency’s prized client and noto-
rious recluse, J. D. “Jerry” Salinger (Tim 
Post) whom we see only in face-averted 
form. 

Joanna chafes at being a ‘mere stenog-
rapher.’ She’s admonished never to 
respond in her own words, which she 
does on occasion, with some conse-
quence.   

She’s also allowed to answer the phone, 
whereupon she finds herself talking to 
Salinger himself, who is deaf, gets her 
name wrong, but genially implores her to 
write. “Don’t get stuck answering the 
phone. You’re a poet!” he urges.   

Curiously, Joanna’s unfamiliar with 
Salinger.   

Joanna’s romantic life is also muddled. 
She shares a tawdry apartment in 

Manhattan with her novelist boyfriend 
and ultimate oaf, Dan (Douglas Booth) 
while she’s left a nice beau hanging back 
at Berkeley.  

This coming-of-age literary tale is a 
mixed bag primarily due to the vague-
ness surrounding our protagonist. 
Qualley properly exudes the callowness 
of a young career woman, who also 
demonstrates some resource.   

However, the ambitious script by 
French Canadian director Philippe 
Falardeau (“Monsieur Lazhar”) goes in 
many directions and shortchanges 
Joanna’s inner doubts and writing talent.   

A girlfriend asserts that Joanna works 
long hours on other writers’ work while 

her boyfriend is home 
finishing his novel. 
“He’s writing and I’m 
not,” she admits. She 
edits her boyfriend’s 
manuscript, types 
Salinger responses, 
and drops off a 
submission to The 

New Yorker. However, her revered poetry 
is in little evidence. 

Falaradeau incorporates some magic 
realism, staging a fantasy dance 
sequence, has one of Salinger’s younger 
fans re-appear as a sounding board for 
Joanna, and shows a newly determined 
Joanna stroll past a younger version of 
herself, symbolizing a sensibility she’s 
leaving behind.  

A major compensation is Weaver, who 
is more interesting to watch, a character 
full of contradictions, but who remains a 
force to be reckoned with. She’s not a 
villain, just not an easy person to like. 
The production values are impressive.   

How ironic that a literary story would 
leave its protagonist under-written, as 
‘quiet emotional,’ a line Joanna spots in 
Catcher in the Rye. 

My Salinger Year literary mixed bag

PHONING IT  IN : Margaret Qualley plays Joanna, an aspiring writer who goes to work for reclusive J.D. Salinger’s literary agency. 

MOVIE TALK

MARTY 
MASCARIN
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It’s an old adage: “There are three 
sides to every story: yours, mine, and 

the truth.” Today, however, there seems 
to be a fourth side: whatever sells the 
most. 

Since she showed up at Prince Harry’s 
side during the Invictus Games, 
Meghan Markle has been judged.  
During their engagement, the press 
seemed to tell the public that they 
should love her.  So they did.  Then after 
the wedding, the negative stories grew 
in numbers – rarely with any actual 
proof – but the public, once again, 
followed suit.  

And regardless of what they do, the 
stories and criticisms continue today.   

So this past weekend, Meghan and 
Harry sat down with Oprah Winfrey – 
probably the only celebrity who can 
understand being both adored and 
simultaneously hated by the public.  
Finally, they were telling their side and 
boy, it was a doozy.   

Unlike The Princess Diaries’ Mia 
Thermopolis, Meghan did not get 
lessons in how to sit, meet aristocracy, 
or sing the national anthem when she 
joined the family. She did that 
homework on her own. Then she gave 
up her passport, keys, and freedoms and 
tried to follow The Institution’s rules. 

In return, she was hounded by the 
press and yet blamed for the excessive 
coverage. After all of Harry and 

William’s promotion of mental health 
and what their late mother went 
through, you’d think there would be 

supports in place.  Apparently, 
Meghan’s requests to The Institution for 
help when depression set in were 
refused because of how it would look. 

Now, many have argued that she’s just 
a difficult person. That she’s manipu-
lated her husband.   

However, Prince Harry has backed up 
her stories with his own.   

And there appears a reasonable expla-
nation for practically every headline 
over the last few years – including the 
withdrawal from royal duties which 
Harry claims was not a surprise but in 
fact, a year-long negotiation – on paper 
– with both his grandmother and father.  
Yet the Palace has never corrected this 
or other false narratives. 

But Harry also said something about 
the Royal Family’s side of the story:  
they’re afraid of the media.  There is an 
invisible contract.  If the Royals let 
them in and smile when told, then the 
media will be nice to them.  It’s black-

mail that is justified by the Royals’ tax-
supported duty to the public. 

Furthermore, the UK media in partic-
ular loves to build Royals up so that 
they can tear them down.  After all, 
ongoing stories of how lovely someone 
is doesn’t sell papers or increase ratings.   

That’s why the headlines were once 
again very positive after little Archie 
was born.  But when the photo ops 
stopped, the reports took a turn.  They 
condemned Meghan’s expensive reno-
vations to their home despite that the 
Palace had already decided the old 
Frogmore Cottage needed extensive 
repairs to be liveable.   

But that explanation doesn’t get the 
public’s blood boiling.  It doesn’t sell.   

Viewers may not completely believe 
Meghan and Harry’s side of the story.  
But the couple didn’t make money on 
this interview.  And it will have little 
impact on their financial future.  Unlike 
those writing the headlines.   

Meghan and Harry tell their side of story

WENT PUBLIC : Meghan Markle. and her 
husband Prince Harry were interviewed by 
Oprah Winfrey, which aired on Sunday. 
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WEIGHT

call us:  343-7932 
to attend a  

FREE CONSULTATION 
and find out more!

With ChiroThin, the  
average woman loses  

15-35 lbs. in just 6 weeks 
and the average man loses 

30-45 lbs.* 

3-701 Memorial Ave.  
www.thunderbaywellness.com 

Space is limited.

Did You know that...

Your professionally 
designed TBSOURCE 

advertisement also 
appears online? 

 See for yourself at 
www.tbnewswatch.com 

(Follow the Business  
Directory links). 

SIJHL 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

After months of silence, the Fort 
Frances Lakers Hockey 

Association has spoken publicly for 
the first time about allegations former 
coach Bernie Lynch had inappropri-
ate contact with a player on the 
Superior International Junior Hockey 
League team.   

The club was contacted by Thunder 
Bay Source in mid-January, and at the 
time refused comment. Hockey 
Canada at the time confirmed an 
investigation was ongoing, but 
refused further comment about the 
allegations. 

Last Thursday CBC ran a story, 
complete with screen shots of 
disturbing and inappropriate text 
messages between Lynch and an 
unnamed 20-year-old player. 

Lynch, who was fired on Sunday, 
was hired last fall to coach the team, 
a last-minute replacement when long-
time coach Wayne Strachan decided 
not to return for the 2020-21 
campaign. He was given an eight-
month contract. The team played a 
handful of exhibition games before 
the SIJHL season was shut down for 
good due to the pandemic.  

Timeline 
Lawyer Doug Judson, who is repre-

senting the Lakers, on Monday 
released a statement stating the team 
became aware of the allegations on 
Jan. 1 and a day later, the board 
suspended Lynch without pay, 
ordering him to not have 
any further contact with 
players or other members of 
the organization. 

“Members of our organi-
zation and the Fort Frances 
community have been 
deeply distressed by these 
events,” the release reads. 

“The FFLHA prioritizes 
the safety, healthy develop-
ment, and emotional and 
mental wellbeing of our 
players. We undertook a 
thorough hiring process and 
reviewed all available information on 
the qualifications and personal suit-
ability of candidates for this position. 
No past misconduct was evident from 
any candidate during that process, 
including through any criminal 
record or vulnerable sector checks.” 

Lynch, 66, has also coached in the 
Saskatchewan Junior Hockey 
League, the American Collegiate 
Hockey Association, the Western 
Hockey League, in Sweden and the 
Czech Republic. He was most 
recently with the Edson Aeros of the 
Western States Hockey League. 

When news broke of Lynch’s 
suspension in Fort Frances, a member 
of the hockey community in Edson, 
Alta. contacted tbnewswatch.com, 
alleging similar behaviour by Lynch 
involving a different player.  They 
said they contacted the league, but 

nothing was done. 
None of these allegations 

have been proven in court, 
no criminal charges have 
been filed and until the 
Lakers suspended him, 
there were no red flags 
raised about Lynch’s 
conduct in any other hockey 
stops. 

According to CBC’s 
story, upon arrival in Fort 
Frances, Lynch at first acted 
like he was trying to 
advance the unnamed 20-

year-old player’s career. 
But then something changed. 
"He would get mad if I didn't text 

him back right away. He would get 
mad even after games — like, we'd 
end at nine or 10 and I'd want to go 
hang out with my teammates," the 

player is quoted as saying in the CBC 
story. 

The broadcaster published several 
text conversations, purported to be 
between Lynch and the player 
involved. 

Judson said the team contacted its 
players to ensure they had the 
resources and supports they needed, 
adding the resources continue to be 
made available. 

“This has had to be approached 
with sensitivity owing to the privacy 
interests raised by the misconduct,” 
Judson said. 

Saying little 
The team will not say if more than 

one player was involved, stating it is 
up to the players themselves to decide 
what they would like to disclose 
publicly. 

The team has asked the media and 
the public to respect the privacy of 
the Lakers players and their families, 
as well as others involved with the 
team. 

Tbnewswatch.com in January 
contacted team president Gary 
Silander and replacement coach Ron 
MacKinnon, but was told the team 
would not comment. MacKinnon 
said he would talk about the team’s 
outlook for the season and other 
hockey related stories. 

It's unclear if Lynch has retained 
legal counsel in this matter. 

Lakers fire coach 
Bernie Lynch accused of improper conduct with Fort Frances player

MOVED AROUND: Bernie Lynch has a coaching career that dates back to the 
late ‘80s and has included stops in Europe, Ontario, the WHL and the WSHL. 

FO
RT

 FR
AN

CE
S 

LA
KE

RS

“No past 
misconduct 
was evident 

from any  
candidate 
during that 
process...” 
DOUGLAS JUDSON

SITT ING OUT: Former Cat Bryce Jorgenson. 
FIL

E

BASEBALL 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

The Thunder Bay Border Cats will take a 
pass on a second straight season.  

The team on Friday announced it will sit 
out the 2021 campaign, with too much 
uncertainty still surrounding the 
Canada/US border.  

“Unfortunately, with the ongoing uncer-
tainty of the pandemic regarding the 
Canada-US border closure as well as 
outdoor gathering numbers in Thunder 
Bay, the Border Cats will not be able to 
participate in the 2021 Northwoods 
season," said Border Cats president Dave 
Valente, in a release. 

Team general manager Bryan Graham 
said the franchise ownership group had 
held out hope things might change for the 
better and allow the club to play its 18th 
season in the Northwoods League, but it 
became apparent it wasn’t going to 
happen.  

“When you look at the way the calendar 
is set up, and we’re almost one year into 
this pandemic, a lot of the experts said it 
was going to take 12 to 18 months to put 
this in the rearview mirror. Some of those 
projections look like they might be right, 
but unfortunately it’s going to cost us two 
baseball seasons,” Graham said.” 

“We were cautiously optimistic going 
through the winter. When a schedule got 
released in December we thought maybe 
there’s a possibility. But with the way 
things stand right now with really no 
outdoor gatherings being anticipated this 
summer of any good sized amount, and the 
fact of the uncertainty of the border and 
when it’s going to reopen, brought us to 
this conclusion.” 

Border Cats 
opting out



30. MISC. WANTED 
Pinball machine working or not; call or 
text 355-8462 

53. GENERAL SERVICES 
#1-A  Junk pickup; Clean ups; inside 
outside; tear down sheds, fences, decks, 
also do repairs on them, cut remove 
small trees, hedge trimming, seasonal 
lawn cutting, handyman services.  Frank 
628-5919 

TREE REMOVAL SERVICES. In town or 
rural,  ++experience, Man-lift, insured, 
and seniors discounts! Very reasonable 
rates, free estimates. Call Jacques 
(Jack)345-4363 

52. LEGAL NOTICES 

60. HEALTH CARE 
ADVANCED AND DIABETIC Mobile Foot 
care. Treatments include thick nails, cal-
luses, corns, in-growns. For information 
visit www.stevesfootcare.com. Call Steve 
355-3595 today! 

68. DEATH/FUNERALS 

72.  INFORMATION 73. HERE’S MY CARD 73. HERE’S MY CARD 

PHONE 346-2600  
EMAIL classifieds@dougallmedia.com

REAL ESTATE 
01. City Homes 
02. Rural Homes 
03. Mobile Homes 
04. Lots / Acreage 
05. Condos For Sale 
06. Cottages 
07. Commercial for Sale 
08. Investment Property 
09. Out of Town 
10. Real Estate Wanted 

FOR RENT 
11. Houses 
12. Apartments 
13. Rooms 
14. Room & Board 
15. Shared Accommodations 
16. Cottages 
17. Commercial 
18. Storage/Space 
19. Wanted 
20. Condos 
21. Miscellaneous 

MERCHANDISE 
22. Bargain corner 
23. Misc. For Sale 
24. Antiques 
25. Music 
26. Office Equip. 
27. Machinery 
28. Pets & Livestock 
29. Food 
30. Misc. Wanted 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
31. Cars 
32. Trucks 
33. Vans 
34. Motorcycles/ATV’s 
35. Campers/Trailers 
36. Motor Homes 
37. Marine Equip. 
38. Snowmobiles 
39. Parts & Repairs 

YARD SALES 
40. Current River 
41. Northward 
42. Southward 
43. Westfort 
44. Rural 

MISCELLANEOUS, 
NOTICES, TENDERS 
45. Auctions 
46. Health 
47. Travel 
48. Financial 
49. Lost & Found 
50. Personal 
51. Notices 
52. Tenders  

BUSINESS & SERVICES 
53. General Services 
54. Home Improvements 
55. Bus. Opportunities 
56. Training Courses 

EMPLOYMENT 
57. Help Wanted 
58. Careers 
59. Child Care 
60. Health Care 
61. Employment Wanted 
62. Students For Hire 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
63. Coming Events 
64. Craft & Flea Markets 
65. Happy Ads 
66. Cards of Thanks 
67. In Memoriam 
68. Death/Funerals

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to classify ads under appropriate 
headings and to set rates therefore and to 
determine page locations. 

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to revise, edit, classify or reject any 
advertisement and to retain any answers 
directed to the Box Reply Service, and to 
repay the Customer the sum paid for the 
advertisement and box rental. 

Box replies on "Hold" instructions not 
picked up within 10 days of expiry of an 
advertisement will be destroyed unless 
mailing instructions are received. Those 
answering Box Numbers are requested 
not to send originals of documents to 
avoid loss. 

All claims of errors in advertisements must 
be received by the Publisher within 3 days 
after the first publication. No refund if ad 
is cancelled before expiry date. 

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to increase prices with 30 days written 
notice. 
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Dulux Paints 
DECORATING CENTRE 

 

LOCALLY OWNED  
& OPERATED  

TO SERVE YOU BETTER!

784 MEMORIAL AVE.  
(NEXT TO MCDONALDS)

SALE ON 
February 22 - March 21 

Call us for details 344-0784

• carpet 
• wallpaper 
• decor 

• blinds 
• paint 
• flooring

BUY ONE, 
GET ONE, 
50% OFF 

 On Dulux® 

Lifemaster®
 

$ TOP DOLLAR PAID $

 DAN’S EMERGENCY 
ROAD SERVICE 

767-3818

For Scrap Vehicles 

WANTED

$CASH$   
On the spot for your scrap 

cars, trucks, vans and SUV's. 
Same day pick-up with CASH.  

Call Marcel  
624-7242 or 626-0161

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS   
In the Estate of  

EDWARD JOHN KRUPPA  
All Persons having claims 

against the Estate of EDWARD 

JOHN KRUPPA, late of Thunder 

Bay, ON, deceased, who died on 

or about February 6, 2021, are 

hereby notified to send particu-

lars of the same to the under-

signed on or before March 25, 

2021, after which date the estate 

will be distributed, with regard 

only to the claims of which the 

undersigned shall then have    

notice and the undersigned will 

not then be liable to any person 

of whose claims they shall not 

then have notice. Dated at 

Thunder Bay, Ontario on the 

19th day of February, 2021.  
 
STEVEN KRUPPA,  
ESTATE TRUSTEE  
c/o ERICKSONS LLP  
ATTN:  RYAN VENN  

Barristers and Solicitors  
291 South Court Street 
Thunder Bay, ON  P7B 2Y1 

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S PUZZLES

AD RATES 

   $999  
         ADDITIONAL  
         INSERTIONS      1/2 PRICE* 

Additional words 25¢. 
 *Must be run in consecutive weeks. No additions to ads.  

Does not apply to Bargain Corner ads.

BARGAIN 
CORNER 

15 words max. for items under $500.  
Must contain price. 

ONLY
  

$480
Plus HST 

DEADLINE 
 

Classified Word Ads:  
MONDAY @ 4:00p.m. 

 
Display & Photo Ads:  

MONDAY @ Noon 
 

SHOP ON-LINE at  
https://shop.dougallmedia.com/ 
OR CALL US AT 346-2600 

(Leave us a message if we do not  
answer, and we will return your call). 
Our office is temporarily closed to  

the public due to COVID‐19.   Telephone Hours:  
Mon.- Fri. 8:30a.m.- 5:00p.m.

No refunds on cancellations.

Up to 20 
words

 
 

 

A Gift In  
Remembrance 

www.sjftb.net/memorial 
768­4411

NEED  
EXTRA 

MONEY? 
Sell those unwanted  

items with a classified  
ad in tbSOURCE 

CALL 346-2600

Thunder Bay

Your Community Newspaper

Why go from store  
to store when you 

can find great deals 
right here in the   

 
 
 

Classifieds! 
To place an ad call: 

346-2600

SAVE MONEY  
WITH  tbSOURCE  

CLASSIFIEDS 
second or additional  
insertions are only 

HALF PRICE!
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589 11th Ave    699-5000

Be a #DrivenDriver

drivencarscanada.ca
*No Purchase Necessary. Customers receive one (1) ballot entry with the purchase of a vehicle between February 5th - November 30th, 2021.  Open to residents of Canada 

who are 18 years of age and over. One (1) prize available to be won. Odds of winning depend on eligible entries.  Full Contest Rules and Regulations: www.drivencarscanada.ca/airmilescontest

Lifetime limited power train warranty on all Driven Certified Vehicles

 

2019 Chevrolet 
Malibu LT 
 
 
 30,160KM | Stock #:2283WR

2019 Chevrolet  
Colorado Z71 

 
 44,884KM | Stock #:2501TA1

2017 Subaru 
Impreza 2.0i Touring Package 
 
 45,051KM | Stock #:2499TA

Thunder Bay 

 

$18,621**

Thunder Bay 

 

$19,990**

Thunder Bay 

$37,544**

 95 ACQUISITION SALE ON NOW!
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