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SOMETHING’S  BRUIN :  Thunder Bay Police Sgt. Mike Dimini last Thursday helps remove a bear from a north-side backyard after the animal wandered into the neighbourhood. 
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BEAR 
RESCUE
BEAR 

RESCUE
Thunder Bay Police, Ministry of Natural 

Resources team up to remove a two-year-old 

bear from a tree in a Rupert Street backyard  /2

W W W . T B N E W S W A T C H . C O M



For your daily news visit www.tbnewswatch.com2 T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 0

LOCALNEWS

THUNDER BAY 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

Maija Sarkka wasn’t expecting to see a 
bear wandering down the backyard 

laneway behind her Rupert Street home. 
At first, she wasn’t sure what she 

saw last Thursday morning. 
“I was doing dishes in my kitchen 

and I could see the back lane out my 
kitchen window. I saw something 
large and black running in the back 
lane,” she said. 

“It looked like it was larger than a 
dog. I figured it must be a bear. 
Somebody’s dog started barking 
and the bear got startled and jumped 
over the fence into my yard.” 

Moments later the bruin, a two-
year-old male, dug his claws into an 
evergreen tree at the back of the 
yard and hoisted his way up under 
cover of a canopy of branches. 

That’s when the waiting game began. 
Thunder Bay Police were initially called to 

secure the yard and provide protection should 

the bear manage to make its way out of the 
tree. 

“They gave me animal services number, but 
they didn’t answer. I guess some of the other 
neighbours had been calling and the police 
showed up,” Sarkka said. 

The Ministry of Natural Resources 
was also called in, ultimately tran-
quilizing the animal, laying out a 
mat for it to land on when it eventu-
ally fell from its perch. 

Police helped carry the sleeping 
bear on a stretcher to a waiting 
MNR cage. 

Sarkka said she’s glad it worked 
out for the bear and for the neigh-
bourhood itself. It’s a good reminder 
of just how close the city is to the 
wilderness. 

“There are children and elderly 
people and people who walk and 
run. So I think people should be 

aware that (bears) are coming into town,” she 
said. 

“None of the neighbours wanted to have it 
shot, so hopefully they can relocate it safely.”

“It looked 
like it was 

larger than a 
dog. I figured 
it must be a 

bear.” 
MAIJA SARKKA

MNR worker tranquilizes, removes animal

Treed bear taken 
out of back yard

JUVENILE  DELINQUENT:  An MNR worker estimates this bear was probably about two years old.
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Mainly sunny
Probability of Precipitation: 20% 

HIGH  26   LOW  17

Risk of a 
thunderstorm

Probability of Precipitation:  40% 
HIGH  27  LOW  17

Sunny
Probability of Precipitation: 10% 

HIGH  28   LOW  18

Rain
Probability of Precipitation: 80% 

HIGH  24    LOW  20

SUNDAY

Mainly sunny
Probability of Precipitation:  20% 

HIGH  28   LOW  18

MONDAY

Mainly sunny
Probability of Precipitation:  20% 

HIGH 29   LOW  16

Weather Forecast

THUNDER BAY 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

The Finnish Labour Temple is on the open market and the 
asking price is a cool $599,000. 

The century-old, 14,641 square foot historic property is 
the former home of the Hoito Restaurant and includes an 
upper level bar and hall, office space and an apartment unit. 

According to a listing on Royal LePage's website and first 
reported by TVO, the “building and existing chattels (are) 
being sold as is where is.” 

In May, the Finlandia Association was dissolved and 
entered into a liquidation process, citing debts of more than 
$1 million. The move came after RBC refused to grant a 
deferral of a $2,000 biweekly mortgage payament after the 
restaurant and hall were forced to close due to pandemic 
restrictions. 

A short time later the Finlandia Co-operative was formed 
and set up a Go Fund Me campaign to raise $25,000 in an 
effort to purchase the building and reopen the world-
famous Hoito Restaurant. 

The organization reached its goal late last month.

Finnish Labour Temple up for sale

THUNDER BAY 
By Ian Kaufman – TB Source 

Political and health leaders in Thunder Bay are cau-
tiously welcoming Monday’s announcement that the 

city will head to Stage 3 of reopening on Friday, along 
with most other regions of the province. 

Thunder Bay’s medical officer of health, Dr. Janet 
DeMille, said the region's COVID-19 numbers justify the 
step, which will allow the large majority of businesses and 
other facilities to reopen, as well as easing restrictions on 
public gatherings. 

The Thunder Bay District Health Unit was reporting 
only one active case as of Monday morning. 

“We’ve done very well in Stage 2 and it’s been four 
weeks, so it’s reasonable that we’d be reopening,” said 
DeMille, who heads the health unit. “In terms of the indi-
cators, we have very little COVID-19 circulating, the 
hospital is doing okay, and public health capacity is good.” 

Still, DeMille said experiences in other Canadian juris-
dictions have proven the virus can spread quickly when 
people gather without appropriate precautions. 

“I have to admit, even though I’m supportive of more 
reopening, I’m also quite nervous about it,” she said. “I 
have a lot of confidence that if we all do this together, we 
can navigate through Stage 3 and beyond. (But) if we let 
up our guard in any way, we could easily slip back." 

Managing COVID-19 risks still largely comes down to 
the basics, DeMille said: maintaining physical distancing, 
wearing a mask in indoor public spaces, and washing 
hands frequently. 

Helps Thunder Bay 
The province’s decision is good news for the 

city, said Mauro. The mayor sees the greatest 
COVID-19 risks coming from outside the 
region, not from reopening within it. 

“I think a lot of people feel we can move to 
this stage, even health professionals,” he said. 
“I don’t think they’d be recommending it if they 
thought it would necessarily lead to an increase. 
The pieces we need to be cautious about are the 
border and travel." 

DeMille expressed confidence activities allowed under 
Stage 3, such as indoor service at restaurants and bars, can 
be carried out safely – as long as both staff and customers 
follow precautions. Anecdotal evidence indicates that 
hasn’t always been the case during Stage 2, she said. 

“Sometimes precautions are put in place, but people 
aren’t abiding by them – sometimes it’s the staff, some-
times it’s the customers. Even just the simple one of the 
directions in the grocery store: It’s a great idea, but I’m 
finding people don’t necessarily follow that.” 

Mauro agreed the success of Stage 3 reopening will 
come down to residents’ determination to stick with 
public health advice. He pointed to ballooning COVID-

19 numbers in many parts of the United States that took 
similar reopening steps in recent weeks. 

“We’ve seen areas in the U.S. and other [places] where 
they’ve reopened – it hasn’t gone well, and they’ve had to 

go backwards and close down again,” he said. 
“I’m not suggesting that will happen here, but 
it's something you need to guard against. Yes, 
things are changing, but caution and good health 
advice still remain part of the equation.” 

No hurry 
While most workplaces will have the option of 

reopening as early as Friday, DeMille urged 
them not to rush. 

“One big piece of advice I’ll ask workplaces (to follow) 
is, don’t open up until you’re ready,” she said. “You have 
to do it safely – it’s not going back to the regular practices, 
it’s got to be done differently.” 

The province offers a number of detailed resources on 
how to safely reopen for businesses across various sectors, 
she added. 

While Mauro anticipated the private sector will react 
more nimbly, it will take longer to determine if recreation 
centres and other city-run facilities might open under 
Stage 3.  

The city estimates it will take two to six weeks to 
prepare facilities after any decisions are made.

Ready for Stage 3

NOT CERTAIN :  Thunder Bay Mayor Bill Mauro says he’s not 
sure if he’ll venture inside bars and restaurants just yet. 
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“I think a lot 
of people feel 
we can move 

to this 
stage...” 

BILL MAURO
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POLITICS 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

Canada’s Health Minister doesn’t sound like she’s keen to reopen 
the border to the United States anytime soon. 

The border has been closed to non-essential travel since mid-March, 
when the COVID-19 pandemic struck and is scheduled to remain so 
until into August – though it would be surprising if Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau opens the border when the latest agreement expires.  

“As the health minister, I’m certainly working with my colleagues to 
ensure we continue to have the suspension of non-essential travel over 
the border,” Hajdu said. 

“We know that as we get our handle on coronavirus activity here in 
Canada, that it is a tricky thing and that we can see outbreaks so 
quickly.” 

While Canada seemingly has the virus in check, with 565 
cases reported nationwide on Monday, it’s a completely 
different story in the United States. 

The country, which has been widely panned for its response 
to COVID-19, has reported an average of nearly, 60,000 new 
cases over the past week, including more than 15,300 in 
Florida on Sunday.  

Numbers rising 
According to the Johns Hopkins University of Medicine, 

the United States has reported a total of 3.36 million cases, 
resulting in 135,616 deaths. Canada, on the other hand, has 
reported just 110,046 cases, which have led to 8,836 deaths. 
More than 73,000 are listed as recovered north of the border. 

Hajdu said by no means is Canada out of the water yet, 
pointing to an outbreak at a British Columbia long-term care facility, 
and she'd like to ensure the country maintains its downward COVID-
19 trajectory.  

“I think the challenge is that while we come up with a system here in 
Canada to continue to put out the fires of various outbreaks, to continue 
to work toward therapeutics and vaccines, we have to be really 
thoughtful about the importation of cases,” Hajdu said. 

“On that note, as the minister of health, we are putting additional 
health screening resources in airports and at land borders. But I think 
having the border closed right now to non-essential travel , for me is 
an ideal state.” 

Hajdu said Canada will continue to hold discussions with the 
United States, where President Donald Trump is on record saying he 
wants to reopen the border as soon as possible as he fights for a return 
to normalcy locked in a heated election battle with presumptive 
Democratic nominee Joe Biden. 

“So far, so good, (but) I think they’ve got their hands full,” she 
said. 

Hajdu also encouraged Canadians to stay close at home when 
choosing vacation plans this summer, where several provinces in 
Atlantic Canada have tightened restrictions to out-of-region visitors, 

imposing mandatory 14-day self-isolation orders. 

Didn’t follow rules 
Several eastern premiers have discussed reopening their 

so-called Atlantic bubble to the rest of Canada by month’s 
end, but a U.S. student who did not self-quarantine after 
arriving in Nova Scotia, leading to new cases in that 
province and on COVID-free Prince Edward Island, may 
have set the plan back. 

Nova Scotia now requires documentation from out-of-
region travelers, and plan to follow up with phone calls to 
ensure visitors are self-isolation. 

Hajdu said it’s a great opportunity to get to know one’s 
own backyard. 

“I think it’s challenging. A Canadian is a Canadian is a 
Canadian and people want to go to different parts of the 

country. We’re still saying though, to Canadians, if you don’t have a 
need to travel for an essential reason, stay home, even within 
Canada,” Hajdu said. 

“There’s no need right now to go across to B.C. or to go to Northern 
Ontario or to go to various parts of the country that perhaps haven’t 
had that much COVID activity. It’s really, really important that we 
do our part.”

“I think it’s 
challenging.” 

HEALTH 
MINISTER  

PATTY HAJDU

Hajdu says border likely 
to remain closed for now
Health minister says keeping non-essential travel out ideal at this time

PANDEMIC PLAN:  Canada’s land crossings with the United States have been closed to non-essential travelers since March, when COVID-19 arrived. 
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LIVE A HEALTHY LIFE BY MAKING POSITIVE CHOICES THAT 
IMPROVE YOUR PHYSICAL, MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL HEALTH. 

SECOND WEEK OF EVERY MONTH 
  CONTACT YOUR ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE TODAY 

OR CALL 346-2600.

Factory Trained, Fully Licensed,  
Master Certified, Serving  

Northwestern Ontario over 45 years 983-3449 3075 Alice Ave. 
off Government Rd.

We Are OPEN,                               
Limit to 2 Customers 

Inside at a time. 

Specializing in Rubber Roof & Filon Lamination, Floor & Wall Rebuilds  
• Complete Undercarriage Work • Repairs to RV Furnaces, Fridges, 

 HWH & Convertors. • TSSA Licensed for LP Servicing.
Quality, Personal, Affordable  
RV Service You  Can Trust!  

EMPLOYMENT 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

The head of the North Superior 
Workforce Planning Board says 

Thunder Bay isn’t doing too badly when 
compared to the rest of Canada. 

Fom May to June, the country experi-
enced a growth of 1.5 percentage points 
in its unemployment rate, while Thunder 
Bay’s grew just 0.7 per cent. The 
district's rolling three-month unemploy-
ment average is 11.1 per cent.  

However, any positive growth in the 
unemployment rate is never a good sign, 
Madge Richardson said. 

“Canada is actually twice as high as 
Thunder Bay’s,” she said on Friday, after 
Statistics Canada released its latest 
employment figures, nearly four months 
after the COVID-19 pandemic forced 
businesses across the country to shut 
their doors. 

Richardson said another statistic 
released by the government shows the 
city’s employment rate is less than 50 per 
cent, which means less than half of the 
people who want to work or are looking 
for work, are actually employed. 

“Only half of the population is doing 
that. So there are going to be lots more 
people coming into the labour market 
and looking for work beyond the date 
when that figure was taken. So that’s a 
large concern right there,” Richardson 
said. 

However, like most statistics, timing is 
everything. 

Richardson, the former mayor of 
Schreiber, Ont., said the numbers were 
collected during the first week or so of 
the province’s Phase 2 reopening, and 
not all businesses had yet opened their 

doors. 
That could mean a mixed bag for 

potential workers. 
On the one hand, more people may 

have been rehired. On the other, there’s a 

new way of conducting business that’s 
arisen. 

“A number of people may not have 
been called back. But I think, from our 
business impact survey we’ve been 

doing over the last number of months, a 
lot of businesses were hit really hard, so 
they’re rethinking or recalibrating their 
operations,” Richardson said. 

“Some of them may be slower to start 
up than others. There are so many vari-
ables. I think it’s difficult to make one 
statement of why it’s happening. I think 
it’s pretty complex. But at this point, if 
you are one of those looking for work, 
there isn’t a great deal of competition 
looking for those postings that are open.” 

Richardson said complicating the 
matter is fear held by many of going 
back into the workplace, mostly 
surrounding their own health and safety 
and that of their families. 

“It may be lack of personal protective 
equipment,” she opined. 

But the federal government may also 
be impeding workers from seeking to 
return with the promise of the Canada 
Emergency Response Benefit, a $2,000 
payment to qualified workers who lost 
their jobs because of COVID-19. 

“The CERB may act to de-incentivize 
a number of people from going back to 
work. That emergency amount ... has 
almost enabled them to hold off actively 
looking for work. It’s helped many 
people, and the intent of it was really 
good, but it has acted as a disincentive 
for many people going back into the 
workforce.” 

Richardson said she’ll be able to get a 
better grasp of the situation when the 
July numbers are in, as it will be a full 
month of Phase 2 being in place.

Unemployment figures show good, bad

DISINCENTIVE :  Madge Richardson head of the North Superior Workforce Planning Board, says CERB may keep people off the job. 
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WE scandal 
is troubling
Justin Trudeau is in hot water again. 

Is anyone really surprised? 
After months of building election 

capital with a generally well-regarded 
response to COVID-19, the second-
term prime minister finds himself this 
week in yet another scandal.  

This time, it’s the WE charity, which 
apparently members of his family 
benefited from through speaking 
engagements, complete with hefty 
remuneration.  

On Monday, Trudeau meekly apolo-
gized for his mistake, admitting he 
should have immediately recused 
himself from any decision regarding 
the $9-million youth fund awarded to 
the charity.  

WE has since turned down the 
money, as the scandal continues to 
grow, fed by opposition leaders 
sensing blood in the water.  

It comes on the heels of the SNC-
Lavalin scandal that Trudeau 
somehow managed to survive, and his 
stunning decision to accept a trip to 
the Aga Khan’s tropical island.  

Who is giving the prime minister his 
guidance? Stephen Harper, the former 
prime minister, ran against Trudeau in 
2015 with the tagline, “He’s just not 
ready.” 

It’s starting to look more and more 
like Mr. Harper might have been 
right. 

Soccer questions 
To the editor: 

The City of Thunder Bay is inviting 
community feedback on the pro-

posed Chapples multi-use indoor turf 
facility until July 19 with a report to be 
presented to Council on July 20. The 
community engagement process that has 
been outlined to date provides a slide 
deck and virtual presentation about the 
physical features of the facility. The 
engagement platform does not provide 
any information relating to the final pro-
jected capital cost, operating costs, rev-
enue and usage projections, or a busi-
ness plan for the facility.  

As a vocal advocate for transparency 
and fiscal accountability from our 
governments, we are concerned with the 
absence of a publicly available financial 
and business plan to ensure that the 
community is fully informed about this 
significant and costly project as part of 
this engagement process. 

As the current engagement process 
does not provide a public forum for 
questions to be raised and answered, 
we submit the following and ask that 
information be made publicly avail-
able to address these questions prior 
to the closure of the current commu-
nity engagement process: 
l What is the business plan? 
l What is the financial breakdown of 
operating revenues and expenses? 
l What is the net operating impact to 
the City of Thunder Bay?  
l What are the schedules that inform 
user revenue projections regarding daily 
usage? 

l Have any private partners such as 
local sporting groups committed to 
capital contributions? If so, are there any 
agreements relating to priority sched-
uling for funding partners? 
l Does the building design include 
loading doors of at least 14’ that allow 
trade show hosting capacity? 
l Does the plan include purchase of a 
solid floor to cover the turf for trade 
show events? 
l Does the building design include air 
conditioning? 

l What type of kitchen facilities are 
included for concession and catering? 
l Have the senior levels of government 
committed/approved funding contribu-
tions? If not and if there is a funding 
shortfall, what is the plan to finance this 
project? 
l What will the property tax implica-
tions be? 
l Will this facility compete with the 
private sector turf facility that is 
currently in progress? 

In recent months, the City of Thunder 

Bay has hosted virtual townhall sessions 
to provide information and respond to 
concerns during the pandemic. We 
suggest that a virtual townhall session 
should be scheduled, with sufficient 
notice and promotion, to allow the above 
and other questions to be brought 
forward by the community and 
answered in a public forum. 

 
Charla Robinson 

President, 
Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce 
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OBITUARY 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

If you’ve stuck around one place as 
long as I have in the media world, you 

get pretty familiar with a lot of people in 
the world of communications.  

In Thunder Bay, that’s a pretty small 
world.  

Bruce Nugent stood head and shoul-
ders above almost all of them.  

Sadly, Sunday night the city learned 
that Bruce, the long-time communica-
tions officer for Lakehead Public 
Schools, had died suddenly earlier that 
morning.  

It’s a crushing loss for the board, but 
moreso, it’s a tremendous blow for the 
entire community.  

Born in Terrace Bay, Bruce eventually 
made his way to Thunder Bay. I first 
came across him in the early 2000s, 
when he was with the Thunder Bay 
District Health Unit.  

But I really got to know him when he 
moved to the school board.  

No story was too big or too small for 
Bruce. He absolutely loved to show off 
the great work being done by teachers, 

students and administration, and more 
often than not he’d be there taking 
pictures, chatting with anyone and 
everyone who crossed his paths.  

An event with Bruce inevitably meant 
setting aside an extra 15 minutes just to 

shoot the breeze.  
That’s what I’ll miss most.  
Bruce loved to talk sports, whether it 

was his beloved Minnesota Vikings or 
Twins, or the Rangers – both Glasgow 
and New York.  

It’s funny, each Christmas I’d get the 
inevitable text from him. “Hey, are you 
going to a Vikings game this year? Can 
you pick me up a Vikings calendar. I 
want to give it to my kid for Christmas.”  

The last time he meant to send me $50 
to pay for them, but instead sent $500.  

The Scotsman in him panicked, and I 
got a frantic message not to accept the 
payment. I just laughed.  

He was never one worried about 
sharing his opinion – just ask anyone 
who followed Bruce on Twitter or 
Facebook.  

A lover of politics and beer, he and I 
shared many similar musical tastes. He 
was just a year older than me and we 
grew up in the ‘70s and ‘80s, listening to 
a lot of the same stuff, including The 
Clash, the Sex Pistols and Neil Young. 

More recently, we’d come to realize 
how much we loved Jason Isbell, a guy I 
honestly believe is the best singer-song-

writer this side of Bruce Springsteen.  
Fiercely proud of his adopted Westfort 

roots, Bruce was community-minded in 
every way. He was a long-time member 
of the Fort William Rotary Club and was 
working hard to make this year’s House 
Lottery a success.  

He was an ardent supporter of Roots to 
Harvest’s community garden project, 
and often posted about the work he and 
his wife Sharlene had put in on their plot 
this summer.  

Because above all, Bruce was a 
devoted family man.  

There’s nothing he wouldn’t do for his 
wife, Sharlene, or his two boys, Liam 
and Aidan.  

They were his world and he was theirs.  
Lately he’d taken to posting pics of the 

meals Liam had been making them 
during the pandemic lockdowns.  

He was immensely proud of the young 
men his sons have become, and never 
failed to share the latest in their lives, 
always with a giant grin on his face.  

If you’re lounging in the backyard this 
weekend, raise a glass to Bruce and his 
family and keep them in your thoughts. 
He truly was one of the good ones. 

Community loses an ardent fan

GONE TOO SOON:  Bruce Nugent was 
always first and foremost a family man. 
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Visit our website: www.tbnewswatch.com

HOW TO WRITE US:

ROLL WITH IT:  The local skateboarding community is inviting anyone and everyone to join 
them and learn about the sport at any of the city’s skateboard parks this summer. 
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Perspective

VOICE YOUR OPINION ABOUT 
THINGS THAT MATTER MOST.   

VISIT www.tbnewswatch.com  
TO SHARE YOUR IDEAS AND VIEWS ABOUT 

OUR WEEKLY POLL QUESTION.

your

Should Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
step down in the wake of the WE charity 

scandal? YES NO
47.97% 46.34%

NO OPINION
5.69%

TOTAL VOTES:   1,651

VOICE
THIS WEEK’S POLL QUESTION:

OPINION 
By J.R. Shermack 
Special to TB Source 

I think the time has come to pay the 
global hydro bill. 
When it comes to renewable 

energy, hydro-electric generation has 
always been regarded as an unlim-
ited, environmentally friendly option. 

We have dammed the great water-
ways of the world to satisfy our 
ever-growing need for cheap power 
to fuel the global economy. 

With our clever use of reinforced 
concrete we can divert the natural 
flow of the largest rivers through 
giant turbines to generate electricity. 

Hydroelectric generation 
has several advantages – it is 
a green, renewable energy 
source that has proven to be 
reliable, flexible and safe. 

We trust hydro technology 
to deliver a continuous 
supply of uninterrupted 
power for as long as the 
rivers keep flowing and our 
power needs keep growing. 

Building these dams and power 
plants is very expensive but once they 
are on line they require very few 
workers and maintenance costs are 
usually low. 

The endless free flow of water 
delivers an unlimited supply of elec-
tricity but we tend to disregard the 
environmental impact and conse-
quences. 

We have been diverting rivers, 
creating huge reservoirs and manipu-
lating the flow of water on a scale 

large enough to create a wobble in 
our planet’s rotation. 

But our blind faith in technology 
has given us some unintended conse-
quences to deal with. 

We are approaching the limits of 
our technology and even cubic miles 
of concrete can’t resist the force of 
the looming catastrophe. 

The time of cheap hydro power has 
finally come to an end and now is the 
time to start paying the environmental 
costs we have been ignoring for so 
long. 

Rampaging rivers, overflowing 
reservoirs and extreme weather 
caused by climate change are 
applying pressure to the crumbling 

concrete and aging infra-
structure. 

Huge hydroelectric dams 
once considered the apex of 
human engineering are now 
crumbling, cracking, 
bending and in some cases, 
collapsing altogether. 

One such disaster is 
unfolding right now as 

torrential rainfall, floods, landslides, 
earthquakes and crumbling infra-
structure have the people of China 
scrambling for their lives. 

Weeks of heavy rain have already 
left millions homeless and the 
extreme floods are expected to 
continue all along the Yangtze River. 

China experiences flooding every 
year and has struggled to protect its 
low-lying areas from surging water 
levels with small dikes, dams and 
other features. 

Human activities have altered or 

destroyed rivers, lakes, wetlands and 
many other natural features that 
provide protection against flooding.  

And now, after 31 days of heavy 
rainfall experts are expecting more 
landslides and breeches at other reser-
voirs and dams. 

One notable Chinese hydrologist 
believes that one of the largest hydro-
electric dams in the world, the Three 
Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River, is 
in danger of collapse. 

Satellite images reveal a badly 
warping dam but Chinese officials 
claim that this dam is in an “elastic 
state” well within the allowable 
deformation range. 

That’s not very reassuring and 
scientists are warning that as many as 
400 million people may be at risk. 

China is not alone – the recent 
collapse of two dams in Michigan 
was a reminder that climate change 
and extreme weather are pushing the 
limits of aging infrastructure. 

A 2017 report from the American 
Society of Civil Engineers gave many 
of that country’s 91,000 dams a grade 
of “D” for safety. 

The situation in China is very 
dramatic but the frequency of severe 
flooding around the world has 
demonstrated an unacceptable risk of 
disaster. 

Decades of cheap, plentiful elec-
tricity has made us complacent but 
there is a price to be paid for ignoring 
the perils of unsustainable develop-
ment. 

Our global hydro bill has come due 
and Mother Nature is taking 
payments.  

“The time of 
cheap hydro 
power has 

finally come 
to an end...”

Pay the power bill
It’s time to get serious about renewable energy sources

Black Bay Bridge 
 
Black Bay bridge is on  
Lyon Boulevard overlooking 
Current River Park, and  
consists of a single  
concrete 150-foot span  
over the Current River.  
At the time of its  
construction, it was the 
largest single-span  
concrete arch bridge  
on the North American 
continent.  
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Dear Money Lady,   

My sister borrowed $100,000 off 
her line of credit a few years ago 

at the advice of her investment advisor 
and put it into the stock market, using 
the interest as a tax write off.   

She said this was a leverage lend 
strategy which I was very skeptical 
about at the time.  Since the market is 
so low now, I am wondering if you 
think I should do this too.  Should I 
borrow to invest even though I still 
have debt?  Thanks, Peter 

Dear Peter: 

Let’s first start with an explanation 
of a leverage lend for those who 

may not be familiar with the term.  
Leverage lending means borrowing 
money and often writing off the inter-
est based on what the funds are used 
for; then investing in something that 
we feel will give us a higher return 
than the amount we are paying in 
interest on the borrowed funds.   

When most people think about 
leverage lending they imagine taking 
out a margin loan on their stock port-
folio or as in your sister’s case, 
drawing down a secured line of credit 
to buy more stock.   

While this is one method, I would 
caution you greatly to not do that, 
even now.   

Put simply, it is taking on a lot more 
debt – and you should always be 
careful when you consider going more 
into the red.   

That being said, wealthy people 
always have debt in their portfolios 
and are always on the lookout for 
opportunities to either invest, 
purchase, or transfer funds from 
investment to another to build wealth. 

I know a lot of readers would like 
me to condone borrowing to invest in 
the stock market, especially since it is 
down so low.  Unfortunately, I can’t.  
While I’m confident it will turn and go 
high, I can’t predict when this will 
happen and there is no real assurances 
it actually will -- yet!   

I would prefer you invest in some-
thing a little more tangible such as real 

estate, an investment property or 
maybe yourself.  Yes – You!  Why not 
leverage yourself?  You are a sure-fire 
exceptional risk to bet on, guaranteed.   

Use this new low rate environment 
to help fund your dreams, whatever 
they are.   

Entrepreneurs are always looking for 
a unique situation to give them an 
edge.   

This “new normal” could be it; an 
opportunity that may only come 
around once in a lifetime.  Successful 
people fill their minds with all the 
ways to get what they want.  
Sometimes all it takes is a concerted 
effort to let go of negativity and to 
positively and persistently improve 
your situation.  Believe you can and 
leverage yourself and your dreams to 

do so.   
Like yourself for making a change 

and disregard the inevitable setbacks 
and obstacles that you will have to 
overcome in your journey.  Just make 
a difference.   

All that is required is that you shift 
your mind toward believing that you 
can.  Do it this time. 

 
Good Luck and Best Wishes, 

Money Lady 
 

Written by Christine Ibbotson, Author of the best-
selling book  “How to Retire Debt Free & Wealthy”  
and a new book Don’t Panic – How to Manage your 
Finances and Financial Anxieties During and After 
the Coronavirus”  available at all bookstores 
across Canada.    If you have a money question, 
please email on website:  www.askthemoneylady.ca 

CHRISTINE 
IBBOTSON

MONEY LADY

Borrowing to invest comes with risk, but it’s not uncommon

It’s no secret that hard work pays off 
and nothing worthwhile is ever easy.  

I was reminded of this while on a 
recent fishing expedition with my 
good friend Wes Bender.   

There are plenty of easily accessible 
lakes we could have visited, but we 
chose one with no road access.  When 
it comes to fishing, it is usually worth 
the extra effort, and always more fun, 
to work your way into some lake 
where you are very unlikely to ever 
see another angler. 

Getting late 
It was already early evening when 

we pulled off to the side of the 
secondary road we had been travelling 
down.  I had to do a double take 
because the place where we were 
going to launch our boat was fully 
overgrown and essentially invisible, 
hidden from anyone who didn’t 
already know it was there.  It was 
obvious that nobody else had bothered 
to try to get into this lake for quite 
some time.   

Undeterred, Wes backed the truck 
and trailer through the brush and down 

the bank allowing us to lift his 12-
footer the final few feet to the water.  
We loaded in our gear and set off for 
adventure.  However, the water levels 
are low this summer so this wouldn’t 

be a quick trip upriver into the lake.  
In fact, the motor stayed out of the 
water while Wes, wearing chest 
waders to stay dry and a jacket to 
shield him from mosquitos, pulled us 

through a tiny sliver of a creek that 
was no wider than our small boat and 
choked with reeds and bulrushes.  This 
made me smile, not only because I got 
to stay in the boat, but because, if a 

lake is really tough to access, the 
fishing is often really good. 

Finally we came to a beaver dam 
where we had to lift, pull and persuade 
our craft over the top.  Beyond that, 
the river finally widened enough to 
drop the motor, so Wes jumped back 
in the boat and our forward progress 
sped up significantly as we 
approached the entrance to the lake.   

Ready to start 
Soon we were fishing.  We were 

targeting walleye, but it was the 
endless action from some very eager 
Northern pike that kept us entertained 
while we searched for our dinner.  
Before too long, we both had caught 
limits of plump walleye to bring home 
to our families, and we were headed 
back down the creek to the truck. 

Once we arrived back at our “boat 
launch”, we were surprised to find a 
painted turtle laying eggs in the sand 
right below our trailer.   

So, as to not disturb her, we 
unhitched the trailer and maneuvered 
it away from her nest and down to the 
water’s edge. 

With the cooler full of walleye and 
the boat back on the trailer, we set off 
for home.  Along the way we dodged 
dozens of rabbits and turtles, including 
a huge snapper, while also spotting 
grouse, a fox and a black bear.  What 
an amazing evening, all just a short 
drive from Thunder Bay, and made 
possible with a little bit of hard work. 

Extra effort almost always pays off
KEITH 
AILEY

THE GOOD LIFE

WADING IN :  Finding one’s way into a seldom-used lake can take a lot of work, but the pay-off in the end can make it all worthwhile. 
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This month sure has been a hot and until 
recently, a dry one.  Thank heavens for 

the rain last week.   
Mind you, the old saying: “Make hay 

while the sun shines” certainly has proven 
true this summer.  Our hay supplier has 
been working non-stop cutting, raking, 
fluffing, and baling his fields.  I can’t 
remember a summer when he has had such 
ideal haying conditions.  Just need to ask 
him about the quality and quantity since 
until recently, we hadn’t received any rain 
for a month.  

 From a distance as I drive by the fields 
and see all the large, round bales sitting 
where once there were rows of swathed 
grass, the bales look pretty good.  I’m still 
feeding our equines hay from last year, still 
good, but wait until I fork the new hay into 
their stalls. 

The scenery around Casa Jones is luxu-
rious – all the greens that began in spring 
radiating a lemon-green, have darkened.  
The lupins that grow at the end of our 
driveway have lost their colour as have all 
those one sees when driving Highway 61 
en route to town.  Now we see pale blue of 
the chicory and the pinks of fireweed.   

Get growing 
Behind Casa Jones I planted a mock 

orange bush outside my library window in 
the flower bed along the south of the 
house.  It has grown tall with white flowers 
blossoming that have a wonderful 
perfume.  The flowers on that bush are in 
full display and when I pass it, I have to 
stop and take a deep whiff of that heady 
aroma.  

My three, favourite bird calls are the 
loon, the veery, and the white-throat 
sparrow.  The loons I get to see and hear 
when my wife, Laura, and I go boating on 
Northern Lights Lake.  The veery I heard 

when we first moved onto this property but 
the summers had been cool and set.  They 
have that gorgeous descending arpeggio 
trill.  Veerys like it wet which it hasn’t been 
for many a summer.  The white-throat 
sparrows are in our bush.  Until recently 
when I got new hearing aid, I couldn’t hear 
their wonderful call when walking through 
our woods. Laura and I would be walking 
our trials when she’d stop and ask if I 
could hear the sparrow.  I couldn’t.  Now I 
can. 

But the other day when I heard the white 
throat, it was a different call.  Laura and I 
were coming up from the vegetable garden 
when I heard it.   

“Hey,” I called, “I can hear a white-
throat.  But the call is different.”  

No longer did it end with the triple 
“Canada, Canada, Canada.”  Instead of the 
notes descending, they rose to end on only 
two “Cana’s.”  I read on-line that this 
change in the call of the white-throated 
sparrow has been only recently noticed 
beginning out west in B.C. and now that 
change has swept across the country.  I am 
not sure if the scientists have figured out 
the cause of this change. 

Smell test 
Mornings are heavy with smells of the 

bush.  When I exit the house my ‘schnoz’ 
first catches the scent of the newly-split 
birch firewood now stacked in even rows.  
Such a relief to have the firewood done.  
Then when I head down the stairs to walk 
across the yard to the barn, the smell of 
balsam (absolutely one of my favourites) 
assails my senses. 

At night when I exit the barn after turfing 
the horses out so that they can graze, fire-
flies are flashing on and off in the dark.  
We keep our horses inside their stalls 
during the day as the deer and horse flies 
and those nasty ‘ankle biters’ torture the 
equines.  We call it the “Summer Shift”.  
When the mercury begins to regularly dip 
nearer freezing, the shift flips to “Winter 
Shift” and the horses stay out all day only 
to come inside when it is very cold.  I love 
the two periods of in-between when the 
horses dan stay out both day and night.   

Less work for Farmer Fred. 

Summertime is 
for bird sounds

FRED 
JONES

RURAL ROOTS

POLICE 
By TB Source staff 

The Royal Canadian Mounted Police are 
investigating an alleged fraud involving 

the purchase of a dog from Thunder Bay. 
Halifax District RCMP said they were 

contacted by an area resident on July 7. 
He told police he had made arrangements 

to buy a golden retriever from a seller he 
found online. 

The puppy was to be shipped from 
Thunder Bay to Halifax by air, and there 
were additional costs associated with that. 

After the seller asked for more money for 
pet insurance, the victim suspected he was 
being defrauded, and contacted the 
mounties. 

However, he had already sent a total of 
$2,800 to the seller. 

RCMP say they are continuing to look 
into the incident.

Dog scam alleged by RCMP



For your daily news visit www.tbnewswatch.com1 0 T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 0

IN THE bay
arts  entertainment  culture

MUSIC 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

Last Friday was supposed to mark 
the opening of the Thunder Bay 

Blues Festival.  
However, after months of trying to 

pull together a lineup, with little 
success finding headliners to live up 
to Bryan Adams’ festival-stealing 
show last July, organizers decided to 
cancel it and focus on 2021.  

The COVID-19 came along.  
Trevor Hurtig, manager of 

marketing and development at the 
Thunder Bay Community 
Auditorium, which runs the Blues 
Festival, said the pandemic has left 
planning for next year’s event, along 
with scheduling concerts and other 
events at the facility itself, at a stand-
still.  

There’s just no way of knowing 
when large gatherings like the Blues 
Fest, which drew sold-out crowds in 
the thousands to Marina Park, will be 
allowed.  

As a result, most acts have yet to 
make touring plans for next year, 
preferring to take a wait-and-see 
approach.  

“The whole industry is at a standstill 
at the moment. People are very reluc-
tant in the business to commit to too 
much, as far as new dates or really 
anything into the future, just because 
nobody knows exactly what’s 
happening  and when this is all going 
to settle down enough so we can 
move forward with actual plans,” 
Hurtig said, reached recently by 
phone by CKPR Radio.  

“Apart from that, there are certainly 
discussions going on with agents for 
both the Auditorium and a potential 
Blues Fest in the future.”  

The good news for both venues is if 
touring is allowed to resume again in 
2021, there will be a large number of 
artists and acts that will likely hit the 
road next year. Many will be trying to 
make up for lost income in 2020, 
while others would normally have 
been hitting the road anyway.  

It should mean an availability of 
more talent, though the still uncertain 

issue of the border being closed 
between Canada and the United States 
does loom large for the time being.  

Hurtig said no decision has yet been 
made about the 2021 Blues Festival, 
but added nothing needs to be done 
immediately. The lineup isn’t tradi-
tionally revealed until March.  

The event has proven hugely 
successful throughout its two-decade 

history, and sold out in record time in 
2019, with Adams heading the bill.  

“I think we have a fair bit of time on 
that one. We usually start after the 
Blues Festival – which would have 
happened this weekend had we 
proceeded with it. Usually we have 
some initial discussions after the 
festival takes place and have some 
further discussions over the summer 

and then some more serious discus-
sions into the fall and before 
Christmas,” Hurtig said.  

Blues Festival, if it does return, 
could have a much different look. 
Asked about the possibility of a more 
localized lineup, Hurtig said nothing 
is off the table at this point.  

“Whatever happens, we are looking 
at everything,” he said. “If it turns out 

that Canadian artists are what’s avail-
able because the border is still closed 
(maybe that’s what we’ll do).”  

The same goes for the Auditorium, 
Hurtig added.  

The Auditorium has already had a 
number of shows, including ZZ Top 
and Jeff Dunhm, cancel or postpone. 
Both have rescheduled shows for 
2021 dates. 

Blues Festival return still up in air
Most acts have yet to 
set touring schedules 
with no guarantees of 
being able to perform

FUTURE UNCERTAIN :  Amanda Marshall has performed twice at the Thunder Bay Blues Festival, including a show-stopping lead-in last year before Bryan Adams took the stage. 
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IN TH EBAY

Screenwriter Tom Hanks gives actor 
Tom Hanks much to shout about in 

Greyhound, (Apple TV) a story about 
the Battle of the Atlantic in WW II, 
where American cargo ships duel with 
German U-boats while conveying sup-
plies to England, inspired by C.S. 
Forester’s novel, The Good Shepherd.  

It’s 1942. America’s smarting after the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. Fresh from 
specialized training but lacking combat 
experience, Hanks’ ‘mature’ Capt. Ernest 
Krause takes over a convoy of 37 cargo 
ships and four warships, led by his 
vessel, USS Keeling (call-sign: 
“Greyhound.’)  

To get to Liverpool, they must cross the 
Atlantic’s “Black Pit” where they will be 
without air cover for fifty hours and thus 
vulnerable to predatory U-boat wolf 
packs. The story focuses exclusively on 
this narrow timeframe. 

Instantly, Hanks and company come 
under various attacks, as the enemy 
strives to take advantage of its ripe 
opportunity. Hanks authoritatively barks 

orders despite his inexperience, scram-
bling to outwit the cagey subs with 
unleashing firepower, and split-second 
maneuvering, dodging torpedoes and 

head-on collisions by a hair’s breadth.   
Hanks’ script melodramatically accen-

tuates the pressures of command.   
History buff Hanks also loves credible 

operational details, such as naval 
protocol. On the bridge, all terse jargon-
laced updates and orders are repeated 
intensely, verbatim. In the heat of battle, 
the margin of error is dire for miscues 
stemming from miscommunication.  

A man of faith, Hanks has to collec-
tively overcome self-doubt, uncertainty 
from his more seasoned young crew, and 
one potentially fatal blunder. 
Characterization is thread-bare, though 
the actors manage to convey slightly 
distinctive personas. No time for back 
story here. 

Hanks’ crew is also vexed by new 
technology where radar, sonar and even 
wiper blades on the bridge windows 
have their wonky moments.  

The enemy remains faceless. The only 
subjective sense we get is views of the 
convoy through their periscopes, accen-
tuated by Blake Neely’s sinister 
soundtrack. Their deviousness comes 
through doomsday taunts via radio.   

Defenses weaken while ticking time 
stamps indicate the anxious elusiveness 
of expected air cover.  Losses mount on 

both sides. Hanks stoically grieves over 
his men, especially those close to his 
command.   

Hanks is typically convincing, worn, 
self-doubting, yet capable and deter-
mined. Stephen Graham is impressive as 
Hanks’ ever-competent XO who’s empa-
thetic towards his rookie commander. 

The production values are first-rate. 
Director Aaron Schneider makes full use 
of CGI and excellent cinematography. 
The Atlantic is foreboding in grim grey. 
Vessels loom large and formidable, 
cutting through the wave-tossed sea, 
often engaged in taut, well-edited battle 
sequences. Schneider cuts from claustro-
phobic deck-bound scenes to impressive 
aerial views illustrating Greyhound’s 
tactical, harrowing effort to elude 
perilous cross-fire from the subs.  

One trifling curiosity occurs early on, 
as we learn through Hanks’ fiancée 
Elisabeth Shue that he’s achieving his 
first-ever command only now at an 
advanced stage in life, something which 
the book apparently explains but the film 
does not.  

Though this is no Saving Private Ryan, 
Dunkirk, nor 1917, Greyhound stands as 
a serviceable wartime thriller that 
deserves a shot on the big screen. 

Greyhound battles way to respectability
MARTY 
MASCARIN

MOVIE TALK

DOG DAYS:  Tom Hanks stars as Capt. Ernest Krause in the Apple TV movie Greyhound.
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Professional Family Hair Care

Service with a Smile or  
Your Haircut is Free!

Printable coupons at kellysfamilyhaircare.com

307 Euclid Ave. (Off W. Arthur St.) ........... 475-4322 
EUCLID HOURS:  Monday to Friday 9am­8pm and Saturday 9am­6pm 

843 Red River Rd.............. ................767-1471 
RED RIVER RD HOURS:  Monday to Saturday 9am­6pm

TWO GREAT LOCATIONS!

Professional Family Hair Care

HAIRCUT
No Appointment Necessary Ever.

Our Everyday  
Low Price  

# # #

Professional Family Hair Care

Permanent 
Colour

Reg. price 
Appointment recommended

(including shampoo & cut)    
Appointment Recommended

Professional Family Hair Care

PERM
Reg. price 

Short, Medium, Long 
Conditioning Perm.
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According to many rescues, recent 
adoptions have increased with so 

many people working and schooling 
from home.  It’s understandable.  You’re 
lonely and available to give lots of love 
and cuddles – especially since you can’t 
cuddle most people, let alone touch 
them, anymore.   

So now, there are more homes in 
Canada with dogs running about, 
chewing on things and farting in corners 
while we’re holding Zoom meetings and 
trying to find some kind of normal.  But 
it suddenly occurs to me, we rarely see 
pets as an active part of family life on 
television. 

I’m not talking about Lassie – whose 
owner had to be the stupidest/clumsiest 
child on earth to constantly be caught in 
a well every week.  There was also The 
Littlest Hobo – a Canadian classic to be 
sure.  No, I’m talking about family-
centric shows that accurately include the 
family dog in their daily lives.  

Sure, they love to use Fido as an occa-
sional punch line.   

The recent Pauley Perrette comedy 
Broke had a purse-pooch Chihuahua that 
caused a few chuckles in the first 
episodes.   

But as its owner’s storyline progressed 
from a wealthy, bored, socialite to a 
working woman, the dog sort of disap-
peared. 

It was a little like Happy Days’ myste-
rious older brother, Chuck.  One day, he 

just wasn’t there anymore. 
In a real family, that dog still wakes 

Mama up at dawn to eat and wee-wee – 
not necessarily in that order.  He occa-
sionally vomits in the most visually 
obscure but foot accessible location on 
the carpet.   

While the family goes to school and 
work, someone’s still got to get home to 
let Rufus out to do his business.  And 
then hunt for it – lest you want to have 
that shoot out the side of your lawn-
mower in a couple of days.  

Speaking of which, whoever is doing 
the lawn maintenance better buy stock in 
grass fertilizer and patch repair products.  
That might also help to pay for the 
special allergy food or the periodic trips 
to the vet to remove the golf ball 
someone swallowed. 

At the end of the day, while the TV 
family is getting into hilarious or 
dramatic trouble together, the real one is 
arguing about whose turn it is to walk the 

dog.  Sure, we could give it a friendly pat 
and send it off to quietly sit off-scene like 
our Hollywood counterparts.   

But while their pooch is either 
lounging serenely or actively patrolling 
the perimeter without making a sound, 
my dogs are freaking out at every child, 
bird, squirrel and mailman that walks by 
the house. 

And I prefer that.   
Because if I haven’t heard from my 

beloved hounds for a while, I know 
without a shadow of a doubt, that some-
thing is being destroyed.  Something I 
love.  

It’s no wonder many homes get a dog 
only to give it up, claiming “not enough 
time.”  Real life with a real dog isn’t a 
music montage of puppy kisses, clean 
houses, and jogging with your dog at 
your side.  It involves bad breath, fur 
everywhere, and constantly hunting for 
a poop bag.   

And that’s just not Hollywood enough. 

It’s a dog’s life on television these days

BIG ROLE :  Comet had an integrated 
role on the ‘80s sitcom Full House. 
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GYMNASTICS 
By Leith Dunick – TB Source 

When the pandemic struck, Jennifer 
Nedgial found herself in the same 

troubling position as hundreds of other 
business owners in Thunder Bay – shut 
down with no return in sight. 

Nedgial, who founded Giant 
Gymnastics, was not permitted to open 
her doors for months, the fear of 
COVID-19 closing all but the most 
essential of essential businesses down. 

Slowly, but surely, as Northwestern 
Ontario began to get a hold of the virus, 
the restrictions began to lift. 

In May, Nedgial got the word gymnas-
tics clubs, like the one she hosts in the 
gym of the former Fort William 
Collegiate and Vocational Institute, 
would be allowed to offer classes again 
– albeit in much smaller numbers. 

Guarded return 
At first she opened the doors to four 

gymnasts at a time. 
With restrictions loosening further, 

she’s brought back summer day camps, 
capped at 24 athletes. 

It’s still not paying all the bills, but 
Nedgial said she’s doing it for more 
important reasons. 

“It was a question of do we stay open? 
Do we close? Is this worth it? It is so 
worth it for the children,” Nedgial said. 

“It’s my social responsibility, as a 

person who has a facility that offers 
programs for children, to make it work. 
And that’s what we’re doing every day, 
is making it work, as best as we can – 
with financial assistance from the 
government, of course.” 

Working with the Thunder Bay District 
Health Unit, Nedgial and her staff – she’s 
had to lay off 43 employees – have 
implemented a strict cleaning schedule to 
ensure the facility is as sanitized as 
possible. 

Equipment is wiped down 
frequently, usually every 20 
minutes, and a fogger is used to 
further clean. 

The gymnasts have also had 
to change their ways. 

“Our sport is a contactless 
sport, but they are known to 
hug each other when they get a 
skill, to high-five each other. 
We get excited too. So the 
biggest thing has been the 
social distancing. They have 
been so great, knowing that 
gymnastics was the lead sport 
in coming back, so it’s up to us to be the 
role models to do it right,” Nedgial said. 

“So they have been vigilant in making 
sure. They’ve come up with what we call 
celly dances. Just like in football, when 
you get a touchdown, they now have 
their own and the rest of the team has to 
do them.” 

Nine-year-old Caitlin Orr said she’s 

excited to be in the gym, after months 
cooped up insider her house with schools 
closed and most other activities shut 
down. 

“I really missed it,” she said, adding 
she missed being active and seeing her 
friends. 

“It’s really good to get out because I’ve 
been in the house since basically school 
stopped and this is just something really 
fun to do.” 

Giant Gymnastics isn’t the only 
program back in business. 

Also open 
Greg Balec, who runs 

Ultimate Gymnastics, says 
summer fun camps began last 
Monday. They too got the go-
ahead from the health unit to 
resume, and he said they’ll be 
following the strictest of 
cleaning protocols and guide-
lines to allow campers to enjoy 
their long-awaited return to the 
sport. 

“Chalky’s Ultimate Summer-
fun Camps kick off this week and could 
potentially run through the end of 
August, offering eager campers both 
gymnastics and the very popular parkour 
options to choose from,” Balec said.  

Balec said tryouts for the 2020-21 
competitive team will be held from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m on July 22 at their Alloy 
Drive gym.

Gymnastics clubs starting over

OPEN AGAIN :  Giant Gymnastics is offering day camps for up to 24 athletes. 
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It’s about time Daniel Snyder came to 
his senses.  
It’s just too bad it took the threat of 

major sponsors like FedEx, Amazon 
and Nike to drag him there, kicking 
and screaming all the way.  

It’s tough to give the 
owner of Washington’s 
NFL team any of the 
credit for the decision 
to retire the club’s 
longstanding racist 
nickname, Redskins.  

Snyder, who vowed 
never to change the name, only did so 
when his bottom line was threatened.  

Money talks in the world these days 
and Snyder clearly knew it.  

But Indigenous groups have been 
fighting the name for decades and 
nothing got done.  

The good news is that other teams in 
other sports are listening. The bad 
news is, only one, the Cleveland 

Indians, appears to be responding.  
Like Washington, the team from 

Cleveland has long been criticized for 
hanging onto an outdated nickname. 
At least they retired the offensive 
Chief Wahoo design a couple of 

seasons ago – but then 
again, it never should 
have been created in 
the first place.  

Sadly, at least two 
other North American 
teams have indicated 
they have no intention 

of retiring their Indigenous designs.  
The NHL’s Chicago Blackhawks 

issued a statement saying their team 
indirectly honours Black Hawk, a 
Sauk band leader and warrior from the 
18th and 19th century and they have 
no plans to change.  

The Atlanta Braves this week also 
said they will be keeping the Braves 
name, but will look into the 

Tomahawk Chop, a cheer made 
famous during the team’s prolific 
1990s run.  

I’ve been in the middle of that chop 
and, yeah, it’s racist as heck.  

Finally, the Edmonton Eskimos of 
the Canadian Football League – yeah, 
that league still exists – are asking 
shareholders and ticket-holders if the 
team should consider adopting a new 
nickname.  

The team does have the support of 
former NHLer Jordin Tootoo, who is 
Inuit.  

Like Washington, the 14-time Grey 
Cup champions have started losing 
sponsorships, so I’d guess the loss of 
revenue in what appears to be a lost 
season will ultimately spur the 
decision. Realistically, they can’t 
afford to keep it.  

The bottom line is that Indigenous 
people are not mascots. There are 
plenty of ways to honour Native 

Americans and Canadians without 
turning them into caricatures.  

The time has come to stop this 
practice once and for all. Honestly, that 
time was two decades ago.  

 
qqq 

I’m starting to think it might make 
more sense for the Toronto Blue 

Jays to seriously consider playing 
their home games in Buffalo.  

Travis Shaw later apologized for his 
comments, but the Jays third baseman 
came across as a spoiled millionaire 
when he went on social media and 
suggested he’d be willing to quaran-
tine once, but after that, the players 
should be allowed out of their bubble 
to roam the streets or stay at their high-
priced condominiums.  

Not when the Blue Jays have to 
travel to Florida, where record 
numbers of COVID-19 cases are being 
diagnosed each and every day, it 

seems.  
qqq 

Speaking of baseball’s return, next 
week we’ll bring you our annual 

MLB predictions.  
The Yankees and Dodgers are the 

obvious choices, at least on paper, but 
the shortened 60-game season is 
bound to bring surprises. I spoke to 
Sportsnet’s Jamie Campbell when he 
was in town, and he thinks the short-
ened season might benefit a team like 
Toronto.  

Personally, I think their schedule, 
playing the AL and NL East, means 
another long summer awaits.  

Unless Nate Pearson catches fire, 
and sophomore sensations Bo 
Bichette, Vladimir Guerrero Jr. and 
Cavan Biggio really find that next 
level, I find it hard to believe the Blue 
Jays are going to win more than 27 
games in 2020, and I think that 
number might be a stretch. 

Racist nicknames should be made a thing of the past

LEITH 
DUNICK
SPORTS SHOTS

“It’s so worth 

it for all the 

children.” 
JENNIFER NEDGIAL



AD RATES 

  $999  
 ADDITIONAL  
 INSERTIONS  1/2 PRICE* 

Additional words 25¢. 
 *Must be run in consecutive weeks. No additions to ads.  

Does not apply to Bargain Corner ads.

BARGAIN 
CORNER 

15 words max. for items under $500.  
Must contain price. 

ONLY
  

$480
Plus HST 

DEADLINE 
Classified Word Ads: MONDAY @ 4:00p.m.  

Display & Photo Ads: MONDAY @ Noon  Visit our office @  
87 N. Hill Street, Thunder Bay, ON  P7A 5V6 
or online at https:shop.dougallmedia.com   Office Hours: Mon. - Fri. 8:30a.m. - 5:00p.m.

12. APARTMENTS FOR RENT 

29. FOOD 
Robin’s Donuts NOW OPEN at 231 Cum-
berland St. Baked goodies, Buy 1 get 1 
FREE after 1 p.m. EVERY DAY  

30. MISC. WANTED 

53. GENERAL SERVICES 

53. GENERAL SERVICES 

#1 AFFORDABLE TREE REMOVAL, 
CEDARS, SHRUBS, etc.  Dump runs.  
Low rates.  Senior discounts.  Call Brian 
at 622-7888. 

#1 INCOME TAX LADY. Open 7 days a 
week 10am-9pm. CALL LORRAINE 
767-5161 

#1 YARD CLEAN-UPS Grass cutting, 
garbage dump runs. Have riding lawn-
mower. Phone Brian 768-9849 or 
474-8870. 

#1-A , Dump Runs,  Yard Work, lawn 
cutting, cut and remove small trees, 
hedge trimming removal, tear down old 
fences, shed or repair; odd jobs. All kinds 
of general services. Frank 628-5919 or 
767-0995 

Call Rob for Spring yard & garden clean-
up, rototilling, lawn care, pruning, weed-
ing, hedge/tree trimming, dump runs 
Eaves trough cleaning/repair. Clean exte-
rior surfaces siding deck etc. Residential 
and commercial window cleaning up to 
4 storeys, and high interior windows.    
Insured! RJC WINDOW CLEANING & 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 632-2161 

CHRISTINA’S HOME AND GARDEN. Res-
idential & Commercial! Landscaping, 
grass cutting, lawn maintenance, plant-
ing, dividing, weeding, edging, container 
gardening, patio stone/interlocking stone 
pathways, hedge/tree/shrub trimming 
and shaping. Call 621-1505 

SPRING CLEAN-UP, Lawn Cutting & Odd 
Jobs, with low rates! For more info call 
James 623-8829 

Sunshine Lawn Maintenance, all lawn, 
yard, garden work, also eaves-
trough/window cleaning, old shed         
removal, many odd jobs, Seasonal    
Specials for mow and trim, great rates for 
Seniors, references, 631-6967 

TREE REMOVAL SERVICES. In town or 
rural,  ++experience, Man-lift, insured, 
and seniors discounts! Very reasonable 
rates, free estimates. Call 345-4363 

56. TRAINING COURSES 
Scuba diving certification for $365+tax 
at Thunder Bay’s newest scuba diving 
center. Lakehead Technical Diving       
provides the courses, products, and 
service you need to scuba dive. Call   
472-7920 or visit us on the web at 
www.lakehead technicaldiving.ca 

57. HELP WANTED 
I am looking for a knowledge personal to 
graft my fruit trees please phone Bee at 
346-9348. 

60. HEALTH CARE 
BASIC, ADVANCED AND DIABETIC 
MOBILE NURSING FOOT CARE. Call 
Steve 355-3595 to schedule an in-
home appointment or visit   
www.stevesfootcare.com 

51. LEGAL NOTICES 

68. DEATH/FUNERALS 

68. HERE’S MY CARD 68. HERE’S MY CARD 

PHONE 346-2600  
EMAIL classifieds@dougallmedia.com

REAL ESTATE 
01. City Homes 
02. Rural Homes 
03. Mobile Homes 
04. Lots / Acreage 
05. Condos For Sale 
06. Cottages 
07. Commercial for Sale 
08. Investment Property 
09. Out of Town 
10. Real Estate Wanted 

FOR RENT 
11. Houses 
12. Apartments 
13. Rooms 
14. Room & Board 
15. Shared Accommodations 
16. Cottages 
17. Commercial 
18. Storage/Space 
19. Wanted 
20. Condos 
21. Miscellaneous 

MERCHANDISE 
22. Bargain corner 
23. Misc. For Sale 
24. Antiques 
25. Music 
26. Office Equip. 
27. Machinery 
28. Pets & Livestock 
29. Food 
30. Misc. Wanted 

VEHICLES FOR SALE 
31. Cars 
32. Trucks 
33. Vans 
34. Motorcycles/ATV’s 
35. Campers/Trailers 
36. Motor Homes 
37. Marine Equip. 
38. Snowmobiles 
39. Parts & Repairs 

YARD SALES 
40. Current River 
41. Northward 
42. Southward 
43. Westfort 
44. Rural 

MISCELLANEOUS, 
NOTICES, TENDERS 
45. Auctions 
46. Health 
47. Travel 
48. Financial 
49. Lost & Found 
50. Personal 
51. Notices 
52. Tenders  

BUSINESS & SERVICES 
53. General Services 
54. Home Improvements 
55. Bus. Opportunities 
56. Training Courses 

EMPLOYMENT 
57. Help Wanted 
58. Careers 
59. Child Care 
60. Health Care 
61. Employment Wanted 
62. Students For Hire 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
63. Coming Events 
64. Craft & Flea Markets 
65. Happy Ads 
66. Cards of Thanks 
67. In Memoriam 
68. Death/Funerals

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to classify ads under appropriate 
headings and to set rates therefore and to 
determine page locations. 

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to revise, edit, classify or reject any 
advertisement and to retain any answers 
directed to the Box Reply Service, and to 
repay the Customer the sum paid for the 
advertisement and box rental. 

Box replies on "Hold" instructions not 
picked up within 10 days of expiry of an 
advertisement will be destroyed unless 
mailing instructions are received. Those 
answering Box Numbers are requested 
not to send originals of documents to 
avoid loss. 

All claims of errors in advertisements must 
be received by the Publisher within 3 days 
after the first publication. No refund if ad 
is cancelled before expiry date. 

Thunder Bay’s Source reserves the right 
to increase prices with 30 days written 
notice. 

tbClassifieds

Shingles 
Metal Roofing 

Gutters 
We welcome  

Repairs 
FREE ESTIMATES 
CALL 1-807-

For your daily news visit www.tbnewswatch.com 1 5T h u r s d a y ,  J u l y  1 6 ,  2 0 2 0

No refunds on cancellations.

Up to 20 
words

941 Simpson St, Thunder Bay  (807) 622-4349 

 DIRECT CABINETS

 • Quality wood • Ready to assemble  

 • Kitchen & Bathroom • Vanity Cabinets-oak, birch and maple  

• PLUS vanity tops in granite  and cultured marble 

 • Largest Stock in town 

784 Memorial Ave. (Next to McDonalds) 344-0784 

- CARPET - BLINDS - FLOORING 
- WALLPAPER - PAINT - DECOR 

Locally owned & operated to serve you better! 

SALE 
ENDS 

Aug. 9th

25% OFF 
Select Dulux Paints 

IN-STOCK LUXURY  VINYL FLOORING  
starting at $1.99 s/f

Inquires  
Mon.-Fri. 8:30am - 5pm  
call 346-9222 or visit 
 www.dawsonprop.com

$ TOP DOLLAR PAID $

 DAN’S EMERGENCY 
ROAD SERVICE 

767-3818

For Scrap Vehicles 

WANTED

$CASH$   
On the spot for your scrap 

cars, trucks, vans and SUV's. 
Same day pick-up with CASH.  

Call Marcel  
624-7242 or 626-0161

Looking for
Tree Removal?

Fast, Safe & Efficient
With Our Unique 34” wide

100ft reach man-lift, we cut
higher than anybody in town.

626 3542

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
AND OTHERS   
In the Estate of  

Andrew James Shaver  
All Persons having claims against 
the Estate of Andrew James 
Shaver, late of Thunder Bay, ON, 
deceased, who died on or about 
June 17, 2020, are hereby notified 
to send particulars of the same to 
the undersigned on or before    
August 6, 2020, after which date 
the estate will be distributed, with 
regard only to the claims of which 
the undersigned shall then have 
notice and the undersigned will 
not then be liable to any person of 
whose claims they shall not then 
have notice.  
Dated at Thunder Bay, Ontario 
on the 8th day of July, 2020.   
ERICKSONS LLP 
ATTN RYAN VENN 
Barristers and Solicitors  
291 South Court Street 
Thunder Bay, ON  P7B 2Y1 

 
 

 

A Gift In  
Remembrance 

www.sjftb.net/memorial 
768­4411

small ads can 
CATCH 

ATTENTION 
call the tbSOURCE 

at 346-2600

Want to  
Sell?

www. tbnewswatch .com

The tbSOURCE Classifieds  
are online, so it’s easier than ever  

to sell  those unwanted items.

CLICK ON US.

ANSWERS TO THIS WEEK’S  PUZZLES ARE ON 
PAGE 14. 
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