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B.K. Grocery - 2308 E 34th Ave – Historical Research Summary 

Prepared by Christine Hagemoen, July 2020 

“Going to the Store” photo collage by Christine Hagemoen, 2020 

 

Name: B.K. Grocery – since 1968 (aka BK Grocery) 

Street Address: 2308 East 34th Avenue (pre-1929 original address 1902 E 35th) 

Legal Address: DL 394, Block 3, Lot 57 

Type of Resource: Store/residence 

Date of Construction: 1918 
 Source: South Vancouver Water Service – Feb. 9, 1918 
 
Original Owner: Mrs. Harry Bridge [Annie Bridge] 
 Source: COV Water Service record – Feb. 9, 1918 / City Directories 
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Other Significant Owners:  
A.B. Washbern of Washbern Grocery 
 Source: City Directories & The_Vancouver_Sun_Fri__Feb_22__1963_.jpg 
 
Bing K Mah of B.K. Grocery  
 Source: City Directories & B.K. Grocery by Roy Mah 
 
Builder: Unknown, likely Harry Bridge – bricklayer 
  
Building Permit: N.A. 
 
Water Permit: South Vancouver application #0113 – owner: Mrs. H. Bridge 
 
Architectural Plans: N.A. 
 
Additional Information: There is no South Vancouver Building Permit in extant for this 
property, as all building permits for District Lot 394 from 1917 to 1919 have been lost. 
 
The property lies on the western boundary of Renfrew–Collingwood in East Vancouver. 
This area is also known as Norquay, which surrounds the 1.3 km of Kingsway that lies 
between Gladstone Street and Killarney Street, has reached as far north as East 24th 
Avenue, and still reaches as far south as East 41st Avenue. Norquay straddles the Nanaimo 
Street boundary that separates the municipal communities of Renfrew-Collingwood and 
Kensington-Cedar Cottage.  

 

This detail of a Fire Insurance plan from 1912 shows the immediate neighbourhood sparsely dotted with single-
family residences of wood construction (indicated in yellow) surrounding the subject property (Lot 57).  
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Historic Significance and Heritage Value  

Located in historic South Vancouver, the 1918 B.K. Grocery building is a rare example of a 
2-story red brick structure in a city once predominated by wood construction. A classic 
example of the once ubiquitous neighbourhood grocery store, the building is historically 
significant as a visual landmark at the intersection of East 34th Avenue and Nanaimo Street 
for over 100 years.  

At the time of construction, this part of South Vancouver was still sparsely inhabited, 
essentially rural, which explains the lack of heritage structures in the area. This makes the 
B.K. Grocery building a highly significant historic place in this neighbourhood. 

The original owner was Harry Bridge a bricklayer and storekeeper from Lancashire, 
England. His wife Annie was also born in England and it is her name that appears as the 
property owner on the Water Permit dated February 9, 1918. The style of the building 
reflects the original owners ancestry in that it represents the type of building commonly 
found in industrial areas of British cities in the late 19th C and early 20th C.  

B.K Grocery building is not only significant for its function as a neighbourhood “mom-and-
pop” grocery store, but also as a community meeting place. In the 1950s and 1960s, store 
owner Art Washbern, would always have a “pot of coffee perking on the old enameled oil 
stove in the kitchen” at the back of the store where there would often be a “couple of 
people sitting there, drinking coffee” and swapping “news of the neighbourhood”. The 
store also served as a gathering place for generations of local school aged kids who would 
walk or bike to the corner store to spend their allowance on penny candy, frozen treats, 
and bottles of pop. 

The changing demographics of this predominately working class south Vancouver 
neighbourhood is also reflected evolution of the proprietorship of the store. Like the 
building’s early storekeepers, a century ago most residents of Vancouver were of British 
ancestry. The growth of multicultural immigration into Canada from the 1960s on further 
changed the city. During this time, from 1968 to 1986, the B.K. Mah family, originally 
from China, owned and operated the eponymously named B.K. Grocery. The working 
class neighbourhood of Renfrew-Collingwood appealed to newcomers of Chinese, South 
Asian, and Southeast Asian ancestry, many of modest backgrounds not unlike their 
predecessors several generations earlier.  

 

Sources: South Vancouver Water Service Records; City Directories; BK Building SOS 
v3.pdf; The_Vancouver_Sun_Fri__Feb_22__1963_.jpg; 
1910CanPassngerListSt.JohnNB.png; USImmigratioAug22_1911side1.png & 
USImmigratioAug22_1911side2.png 
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Aerial View of 2308 East 34th at Nanaimo, 1955. Photo: 55-26detail.jpg 

Historical City Directory Listings 
 
Information collected for city directories is gathered in the year preceding publication by 
surveyors who go door to door to collect the information provided to them by whomever 
answers the door. Errors in gathering information do occur and is often 6 months to 1 year 
out of date. 

1918 City Directory listing for Harry Bridge, bricklayer 

 
Directories: Harry Bridge*, grocer – 1684 Kingsway* (lives at same) 
Source: 1916 City Directory 
Directories: Harry Bridge, bricklayer – h 5131 Highgate Street 
Source: 1917 & 1918 City Directory 
Directories: H Budge [Harry Bridge] – 1902 E 35th Avenue*  
Source: 1919* & 1920 City Directory 
Directories: vacant 
Source: 1921 City Directories 
Directories: Alex Smith, warehouseman; Mrs. Ellen Smith, grocer 
Source: 1922 - 1924 City Directory 
Directories: Doug Thompson, grocer 
Source: 1925 - 1927 City Directory 
Directories: T.L Baldwin, grocer 
Source: 1928 City Directory 
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In 1929, South Vancouver amalgamated with the City of Vancouver (whose southern 
border was at 16th Avenue) & Point Grey to create the City of Vancouver that we know 
today. Many changes/adjustments were made in street names and house numbers at this 
time and 1902 E 35th becomes 2308 E 34th.  
 
Directories: Charles J Noel, grocer 
Source: 1929 -1931 City Directory 
Directories: M.J. & Ann Soroka, grocer 
Source: 1932 -1933 City Directory 
Directories: Jacob & Sarah Dyck, grocer 
Source: 1934 City Directory 
Directories: Edwin & Isabella Carley, grocer 
Source: 1935 - 1937 City Directory 
Directories: Charles D. Shaw, grocer 
Source: 1938 – 1946 City Directory 
Directories:  Joseph Edward (E.J.) & Margaret W. Marcotte, grocer 
Source: 1947 - 1950 City Directory 
 
 

1955 City Directory listing for 2308 E 34th Ave. 

 
 
Directories: Arthur Bacon (A.B.) & Doris Washbern, Washbern Grocery 
Source: 1951 - 1960 City Directory 
Directories: A.B. Washbern – Washbern Grocery 
Source: 1961 - 1965 City Directory 
Directories: Lion’s View Grocery 
Source: 1966-1967 
Directories: BK Grocery – Bing Kuen (B.K.) & Mei Yiu Mah 
Source: 1968 - 1986 City Directory 
Directories: B&K Grocery (Sing-Kwan Sue) 
Source: 1987 - 1994 Directory 
From 1995 – 2014 Ton Wai operated B&K Grocery 
 
*  = First appears in the city directories  
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Property and neighbourhood historical summary 

 
A tale of two Harry Bridges 
 
Previous narratives concerning the history of this property are actually a tale of two 
different people named Harry Bridge. All agree that Harry Bridge, bricklayer, and his wife 
Annie were the first owners of 2308 East 34th  (then 1902 E 35th) from around 1918 to about 
1920. Water Service records and City Directories support this claim. However, it appears 
there were two men named Harry Bridge who lived in the Vancouver area during this early 
part of the 20th Century.  
 
Another Harry Bridge, a carpenter by trade, and his wife Amy lived in North Vancouver. 
Harry Nelson Bridge (b. 1879 in Liverpool, Eng. - d. 1954, Penticton) married wife Amy in 
North Vancouver in 1914. A year later, 5’5” Harry N. Bridge enlisted in the army and was 
sent overseas in 1915 according to WW1 attestation papers. He served in Europe until he 
was discharged and returning to Canada, wife Amy, and the North Shore in 1919.  
 
The Harry Bridge who is associated with the subject property (B.K. Grocery) is a little more 
mysterious and did not leave a neat biographical trail for future researchers to follow.  
 
Harry Bridge, bricklayer, was born in England, possibly in Lancashire, around 1880. He 
was married to Annie Bridge. Immigration/border crossing documents from 1910 and 1911 
reveal that Harry Bridge, a married bricklayer, arrived in Canada destined for New Michel, 
a mining town in BC’s Kootenays. He is also physically described as being 5’ 91/2” tall. 
Harry and Annie Bridge drop off the radar for a few years until they reappear in 
Vancouver, for the first time, by 1916.  
 
    

Fire Insurance Map 599 vol. 7, South Vancouver, July 1926 
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In the 1916 City Directories, Harry Bridge was listed as a grocer working and living at 
1684 Kingsway, only a few blocks away from the subject property (at that time the 1600 
block of Kingsway was between Commercial & Beatrice Streets). The following years, 1917 
& 1918, Harry Bridge, bricklayer, is living at 5131 Highgate Street, which is just around 
the corner from the subject property. On February 9, 1918 a Water Service application for 
1902 E 35 is taken out for Mrs. H. Bridge of 5131 Highgate St. Water service is usually 
requested near the end of construction, so it is likely that our subject property was built 
starting in 1917 and completed in 1918. As a bricklayer by trade and now a storekeeper, 
was Harry Bridge building his own live-in store at 1902 E35th? It is very much possible.  
 
In 1919 & 1920, an “H Budge” is listed in the city directories as living at 1902 E 35th. It is 
safe to surmise that “Budge” is a transcription error and that it is indeed Harry Bridge. If 
you look at the 1918 Water Service record for the subject property it is signed by Mrs. H 
Bridge, but in cursive writing “Bridge” looks a lot like “Budge”. By the time that the 1921 
city directory is published the brick building is listed as “vacant” and the Bridges have left 
Vancouver and likely the Province as mysteriously as they came.  
 
No British Columbia marriage, birth, or death records exist for Harry and Annie Bridge. 
This would indicate that Harry and Annie Bridge did not marry or die in British Columbia 
nor do they appear in the 1911 and 1921 Canada Census. It appears that their time here 
was limited and not permanent.  
 
Sources: City Directories; South Vancouver Water Service Records; 
1910CanPassngerListSt.JohnNB.png; USImmigratioAug22_1911side1.png & 
USImmigratioAug22_1911side2.png 
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Arthur Bacon (A.B.) Washbern – Washbern Grocery 
 

Vancouver Sun Fri. Feb 22, 1963 

 
Art Washbern owned and operated Washbern Grocery, along with his wife Doris, from 
1951 to 1965. Born in Brooklyn, New York in 1894, Washbern came to Canada in 1920 
and Vancouver around 1923. He married Doris Fixter (1903-1960) in Banff Alberta in 
1920. Together they had 3 children. A storekeeper his entire working career, the last store 
he had was Washbern Grocery at E 34th and Nanaimo. Washbern and his grocery store 
were featured in a “day-in-the-life’ style article in in The Vancouver Sun, Friday Feb. 22, 
1963. He was also featured in a Vancouver Sun story in 1959, when he and another 
neighbouhood man acted as crossing guards to local school children trying to navigate an 
unmarked crossing at Nanaimo & E. 34th on their way to the new Norquay Annex at 5330 
Nanaimo Street at E. 37th Avenue. Both of these newspaper clippings are worth a read to 
find out more about Art Washbern, his corner store on E 34th, and his contributions to the 
community. They are attached as appendices at the end of this document. Art Washbern 
died from stomach cancer in 1968. 
 
Sources: City Directories; The_Vancouver_Sun_Fri__Feb_22__1963_.jpg; 
Washbern004479281_01423.jpg; The_Vancouver_Sun_Thu__Sep_10__1959_-1.jpg; 
Ancestry.ca; BC Archives Vital Statistics 
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Bing Kuen (B.K.) Mah – B.K. Grocery 
 

From Finding Memories, Tracing Routes: Chinese Canadian Family Stories, B.K. Grocery by Roy Mah 

 
Bing Kuen & Mei Yiu Mah owned and operated B.K. Grocery from 1968 to 1986. Bing 
Kuen Mah was born in China in 1925. He immigrated to Canada with his wife Mei Yiu and 
their children (Roy, Jack, James, Lana, & Kathy) via Hong Kong in the 1960s.  The Mahs 
oldest son, Roy, wrote a beautiful and vivid memoir of his family’s store and their 
experiences running it in Finding Memories, Tracing Routes: Chinese Canadian Family 
Stories called B.K. Grocery. In it Mah tells of the struggles his parents had running their 
new business in a new country with a new language which was a very common story in 
Vancouver. There is also a very vivid description of the store interior and what it was like 
to run a small corner grocery store in the latter half of the 20th Century. Bing Kuen Mah 
died suddenly in 1996 at the age of 71. Though the Mah family stopped working in the 
grocery business in 1986, they still owned the property and later leased the store to 
different operators. In 2014/2015, the Mah family sold the property at East 34th and 
Nanaimo to property developer Richard Wittstock principal at Domus Homes.  
(See appendix C) 
 
Sources: City Directories; B.K. Grocery_Roy_Mah.pdf; 
The_Vancouver_Sun_Sat__Jul_20__1996_.jpg; BC Archives Vital Statistics 
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Neighbourhood Historical Information 

Street and place names: 

East 34th Avenue – In South Vancouver was originally Bodwell Road prior to 1910. South 
Vancouver By-law 141, 1910 changed Bodwell Road to East 35th Avenue east of Cambie 
Street. Then in 1929, after amalgamation, East 35th Avenue became East 34th Avenue. 

Nanaimo Street – Shown on Plan 100, a resurvey of Hastings Townsite in 1906, and 
named after the provincial government after the Nanaimo Mining Division. Nanaimo Street 
was Vancouver’s eastern boundary from 1886 until 1910, when the sparsely settled 
Hastings Townsite to the east voted to amalgamate with it. The jogs in the east-west roads 
north of First Avenue (an area settled by the time of the amalgamation) reflect the different 
surveys on either side of the old boundary line. Vancouver’s southern boundary was at 
16th Avenue until 1929, where it abutted the municipalities of South Vancouver and Point 
Grey. 

Kingsway - Originally a foot trail for local First Nations, it then became a wagon road in 
the mid-19th century. Stretching diagonally from Vancouver’s Main Street just south of East 
7th Avenue and becoming 12th Street at the Burnaby-New Westminster border, Kingsway 
is a living part of our region’s history and cultural fabric. 

It was named after Kingsway, a thoroughfare in London, England. Completed in 1906 and 
named in honour of King Edward VII. Vancouver By- law 1114, 1913 (covering the 
distance between Main and Knight Streets), and South Vancouver By-law 197, 1913 
(covering the distance from Knight Street to Boundary Road), changed Westminster Road to 
Kingsway. 

In 1911, Vancouver By-law 842 changed New Westminster Road to Westminster Road. 
There was no comparable South Vancouver By-law. The Granville and New Westminster 
Road, shown on Plan 187 (1885), was the popular name for the trail slashed between New 
Westminster and the Granville Townsite. This trail was also known as the False Creek Trail, 
constructed in 1860 on the recommendation of Colonel Moody, to link New Westminster 
with the government reserve on English Bay.  

Westminster Road became the auto route heading south once the Fraser River was bridged 
at New Westminster in 1904. Nine years later Westminster Road was widened and paved 
with asphalt. Vancouver City Council celebrated by changing the name to Kingsway. On 
the improved route’s opening in October 1913, some 600 cars paraded four abreast along 
Kingsway’s pockets of settlement amidst farms and empty lots to a celebration at Central 
Park in Burnaby. 

The booming 1920s made it possible for more and more families to afford an automobile 
and thereby holiday trips no longer dependent on public transportation. Together with gas 
stations, garages, and cafes, Kingsway acquired its first auto camps. 

Determination grew to widen Kingsway to three lanes in each direction. No sooner had the 
cost of the 1913 improvements been repaid in 1925, the talk began. Some work was 
completed during the early 1930s, but it took until the end of the Second World War for 
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the project to get underway and until 1949 for it to be completed. By then Kingsway was 
the main arterial highway not only heading south but also east along the new Trans-
Canada Highway. Kingsway was re-opened as a six-lane highway between Vancouver and 
New Westminster In 1949. It was described as ‘strikingly handsome’ in the newspapers. 
However, the future so optimistically envisioned for Kingsway was not to be. Across North 
America, the first generation of roads was mostly bypassed by extensive highway 
construction beginning in the 1950s.  

Source: “Street Names of Vancouver” (1990) by Elizabeth Walker; 
https://2400motel.com/car-culture/ ; Birmingham & Wood Architects Planners “2400 Motel 
Statement of Significance for The City of Vancouver” January 2007; 
https://www.vancouverheritagefoundation.org/place-that-matters/original-border-of-
vancouver/ 

Significant historic buildings/businesses in the surrounding neighbourhood: 

2400 Motel – 2400 Kingsway –constructed in 1946 just north of 33rd Avenue between 
Nanaimo and Slocan. Its original name of 2400 Court signaled the growing sophistication 
of accommodations. Auto camps were giving way to auto courts, which offered a common 
open space, or ‘court,’ fronting furnished bungalows with kitchenettes. A large blue and 
red neon sign greeted travelers as they crested the hill to 2400 and viewed Vancouver in 
the distance. Car culture was at its height, and a future filled with tourists appeared to be 
assured. The buoyant postwar economy permitted more and more families not only to own 
cars but to afford the leisure they facilitated. The 2400 Motel was one of the first drive-in 
motels in the area, and is now the last.  
 

Source: https://2400motel.com/car-culture/ ; Birmingham & Wood Architects Planners 
“2400 Motel Statement of Significance for The City of Vancouver” January 2007.  

John Norquay School - 4710 Slocan St & Annex (B) – 5330 Nanaimo Street – 1913 – 
present. Named for John Norquay (1841-1889), the first Premier of Manitoba. Originally 
built in the Municipality of South Vancouver. "The school, opened in August 1913 under 
the principalship of Mr. J. A. Hamilton previously in charge of Brock School, consisted of 
four divisions, a fifth division being added during the term." By the 1919-1920 school year, 
the enrollment had risen to 344 students. The first Norquay Annex (A) opened at 3323 
Slocan Street in 1928 until 1955.  In 1959, Norquay Annex (B) opened at 5330 Nanaimo 
Street at E. 37th Avenue, which was replaced by Cunningham Elementary School in 1966. 

George T. Cunningham Elementary School - 2330 East 37th Avenue - 1966 – present. 
Named for George T. Cunningham (1889-1965), Vancouver politician and founder of 
Cunningham Drug Stores Ltd. (now Shoppers Drug Mart). Replaced Norquay Annex (B). 

Source: https://www.vsb.bc.ca/schools/john-norquay/About-Us/School-
History/Pages/default.aspx ; https://blogs.vsb.bc.ca/heritage/archives/lost-schools/john-
norquay-annex-a/; https://blogs.vsb.bc.ca/heritage/archives/elementary-schools/george-t-
cunningham/ 
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B.K. Grocery store. 1978. Photo: COV Archives CVA 786-100.20 
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Resources (used in this report and suggested for further information) 

The_Vancouver_Sun_Thu__Sep_10__1959_.jpg – “Two-Man Team Patrols Unmarked 
School Crossing”, Vancouver Sun September 10, 1959. Newspaper article and photo of 
A.B. Washbern and Lloyd Gibbs escorting Norquay School children across the intersection 
of 34th and Nanaimo. (Appendix A) 
 
The_Vancouver_Sun_Fri__Feb_22__1963_.jpg – In the Right Corner – Art, by Tom Ardies 
for the Vancouver Sun, February 22, 1963. Feature article on Art Washern of Washbern’s 
Grocery at 34th & Nanaimo. Includes photo of Art in the kitchen area of the building/store. 
(Appendix B) 
 
B.K. Grocery_Roy_Mah.pdf - B.K. Grocery by Roy Mah from Finding Memories, Tracing 
Routes: Chinese Canadian Family Stories. (Appendix C) 
 
The_Vancouver_Sun_Wed__Feb_20__1957_.jpg – “Small Stores Unprotected”- “I’m 
Scared Every Night’ says bandit-wary grocer”. Newspaper article in the Vancouver Sun 
about hold-ups and robberies in small grocery stores. Includes quote from Art Washbern. 
 
The_Province_Wed__Feb_16__1977_.jpg  & The_Province_Wed__Feb_16__1977_-1.jpg – 
“Corner Stores Fight to Make Ends Meet” by Alan Merridew for the Province Newspaper. 
Lengthy feature about corner stores in Vancouver in the 1970s. Discusses survival of the 
corner store after many now operated by recent immigrants to Canada and the competition 
from chain stores like Mac’s and 7-Eleven. 
 
The_Province_Sun__Nov_4__1990_.jpg – “Corner Stores Wrap Up our Past and 
Community” by Lyn Cockburn for the Province. Nostalgic piece about corner stores and 
the ones that survive into the 1990s. 
 
The_Province_Mon__Aug_12__1974_.jpg – Young Bandits grab $200. Piece in Province 
Newspaper about 1974 robbery at B.K. Grocery mentions operators B.K. Mah and jack 
Mah. Source: The Province, Monday August 12, 1974. 
 
1910CanPassngerListSt.JohnNB.png –  Harry Bridge in Canadian Passenger Lists (1910) St. 
John, New Brunswick accessed via ancestry.ca.  Source:	Library and Archives Canada; 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada; Series: RG 76-C; Roll: T-4821 
 
USImmigratioAug22_1911side1.png & USImmigratioAug22_1911side2.png - Harry 
Bridge 
in the U.S., Border Crossings from Canada to U.S., 1895-1960 – accessed via Ancestry.ca 
Source: The National Archives at Washington, D.C.; Washington, D.C.; Manifests of Alien 
Arrivals at Blaine, Washington, 1905-1924; Record Group Title: Records of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1787 - 2004; Record Group Number: 85; Series 
Number: A3416; Roll Number: 001 
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Century-old East Vancouver convenience store set for rebirth as neighbourhood café – 
Carlito Pablo, The Georgia Straight, June 15th, 2016 - 
Link: https://www.straight.com/news/719146/century-old-east-vancouver-convenience-
store-set-rebirth-neighbourhood-cafe 
 
BK Building SOS v3.pdf – Statement of Significance for BK Grocery created ca. 2015. 
Researched by Bruce MacDonald for Barry McGinn, Architect, AIBC, SAA, P.Eng. 

The_Vancouver_Sun_Fri__Apr_22__1960_.jpg – 1960 obituary for Doris Washbern from 
the Vancouver Sun, April 22, 1960. 

The_Vancouver_Sun_Sat__Jul_20__1996_.jpg – 1996 obituary for Bing Kuen (B.K.) Mah 
from Vancouver Sun, July 20, 1996. 

“Street Names of Vancouver” (1990) by Elizabeth Walker. Vancouver Historical Society. 

Car Culture and the 2400 Motel, 2400 Motel website. Article about car culture on 
Kingsway and with the 2400 Motel. Link: https://2400motel.com/car-culture/ 

“2400 Motel Statement of Significance for The City of Vancouver” January 2007. 
Birminghan & Wood Architects – Planners -   sos2400motel.pdf 

VSB Archives & Heritage - a digital Archive drawn from photos and documents collected 
over the decades by Vancouver School Board staff and stored at the VSB Education Centre. 
Link: https://blogs.vsb.bc.ca/heritage/  

The_Vancouver_Sun_Fri__Apr_22__1960_.jpg – 1960 obituary for Doris Washbern 

The_Vancouver_Sun_Sat__Jul_20__1996_.jpg -  1996 obituary for Bing Kuen Mah 

 
Vital Events:  
 
Event Type: Death 
Registration Number: 1968-09-011179 
Event Date (YYYY-MM-DD): 1968-08-07 
Event Place: NORTH VANCOUVER 
Age at Death: 74 
Person: ARTHUR BACON WASHBERN 
Source: BC Archives Vital Statistics 
 
Event Type: Death 
Registration Number: 1996-09-015043 
Event Date (YYYY-MM-DD): 1996-07-15 
Event Place: VANCOUVER 
Age at Death: 71 
Person: BING KUEN MAH 
Vital Stat Images(s): 
Source: BC Archives Vital Statistics 
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Historical Photos 

CVA 786-100.20.jpg – 2308 E. 34th Avenue [B.K. Grocery], Vancouver Heritage Survey 
1978. Source: COV Archives, CVA 786-100.20 
 
CVA790-0986BKGrocery.jpg - 2300 East 34th Avenue (B. K. Grocery) [1985], Heritage 
Inventory 1986. Source: COV Archives, CVA 790-0986 
 
GoingtotheStore_Hagemoen.jpg – “Going to the Store” - 2020 photo-collage by Christine 
Hagemoen of B.K. Grocery building. Base image: “City of Vancouver Archives, CVA790-
0986, 1985” 
 
The_Vancouver_Sun_Thu__Sep_10__1959_.jpg – Newspaper photo of A.B. Washbern and 
Lloyd Gibbs escorting Norquay School children across the intersection of 34th and 
Nanaimo. Source: Vancouver Sun, Thursday, September 10, 1959 
 
Map599_0001.jpg; Map599_0002.jpg; Map599_0003.jpg –  Fire insurance plans showing 
neighbourhood around property and detail of property. Fire Insurance Atlas has been 
updated and covers 1926 -1950.  Source: City of Vancouver Archives, Map 599 vol. 7, 
South Vancouver July 1926 
 
MAP342b.36.jpg -Goad’s Fire Insurance Plan Plate 100: Renfrew-Collingwood [Rupert 
Street - Thirty-fifth Avenue - Victoria Drive - Forty-sixth Avenue] December 1912. Source: 
COV Archives, MAP 342b.36 
 
55-26.jpg & 55-26detail.jpg - Vancouver Collingwood - 1955, Air Photo, View-North 
This is the Collingwood area of Vancouver from 1955. The main street near the bottom of 
the image is East 41st Ave and the street on the left running up/down with the “zig-zag” in 
it is Nanaimo Street.  
Source: http://vintageairphotos.com/55-26/ - This image for research use only. To purchase 
copy (digital or print) please contact Vintage Air Photos 
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Aerial View of 2308 East 34th at Nanaimo, 1955. Photo: 55-26.jpg 

 

 
 
B.K. Grocery, 1985. Photo: COV Archives CVA 790-0986 
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Appendix A  

The Vancouver Sun Thurs, Sept. 10, 1959 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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